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The Notorious B.I.G.
Comes Back To Life In

Hyperrealistic Metaverse
World ‘The Brook’

by Jazmin Tolliver
HUFFPOST

(HUFFPOST) -
Biggie Smalls will have
“Life After Death” in the
Metaverse.

 To honor what
would have been
Biggie’s 50th birthday,
the late rapper’s estate
alongside Burst Live, is
creating a virtual new
world called “ The
Brook Metaverse,” that
transports users back
to old school Brooklyn
in the 1990s.

Hip-hop enthusi-
asts will get the chance
to experience the cul-
tural roots of the Brook-
lyn rapper’s music,
watch virtual concerts,
traverse the digital envi-
ronment, purchase vir-
tual real estate and buy
exclusive B.I.G. collector
NFTs (non-fungible to-
kens).

In March, the Chris-
topher Wallace Estate
announced the first offi-
cial Biggie NFT collection

in partnership with the
Web3 company OneOf.

Users can partici-
pate in the new realm by
creating accounts via
The Brook website to
unlock access to the
world on their desktop
or mobile devices.

The B.I.G. VIP token
will be available on June
3rd and will provide
early access to the
Metaverse as well as no-
table content drops.

The realistic world
is also expected to drop
activations later this fall
that will require VR
headsets.

The activation,
which will feature a
hyperrealistic version of
the legendary lyricist,
will give fans the chance
to ??step into Biggie’s
world.

The highly antici-
pated life-like model of
Biggie was developed
using images and videos
of the rapper.

The development
of the project is led by
VFX director
Remington Scott, the
CEO of Hyperreal who
is praised for his de-
tailed work on Gollum
in “ The Lord of The
Rings” and the “Spider-
Man” franchise along-

side Elliot Osagie of
Willingie Inc.

The world is built
on the Burst Live plat-
form via Burst Live Inc.,
an award-winning
Metaverse studio that
will produce content
appearing in The Brook.
Surreal Events is taking
the reins on the devel-
opment, maintenance
and hosting of the vir-
tual platform.

The “Big Poppa”
rapper’s estate is also
being represented by
WME, the world’s long-
est-running talent
agency, which will sup-
ply support for the
Metaverse project.

On Saturday, the
icon’s mother Voletta
Wallace celebrated her
son’s posthumous birth-
day on Instagram and
unveiled the year’s long
project.

“I’m humbled and
very excited to share
what we’ve been work-
ing on for 2 years, which
is now ready for Biggie
fans new and old to en-
joy. Today we bring my
son Christopher’s
Hyperrealistic avatar in
The Brook Metaverse to
the world.. I believe you
will love it as much as I
do..,” she wrote.

(TECHCRUNCH) -
Former Twitter CEO Jack
Dorsey’s time at the
company has come to an
end. Dorsey stepped
down from Twitter ’s
board of directors
Wednesday, a change
that’s effective as of the
company’s shareholders
meeting.

Dorsey had already
begun to distance him-
self from the social me-
dia platform he co-
founded, leaving
Twitter’s chief executive
role late last year to fo-
cus on Block, formerly
known as Square.

The plan for Dorsey
to leave the board has
been in place since he
stepped down as CEO. At
the time, the company
noted that Dorsey would
stay on the board “until
his term expires at the
2022 meeting of stock-
holders.”

Dorsey’s exit from
the board marks the end
of an era, as Dorsey has
been involved with the
company in an official
capacity since its found-
ing. With SpaceX and
Tesla billionaire Elon
Musk still poised to buy
Twitter, cold feet not-

withstanding, the
world’s most prominent
real-time social network
is on the cusp of a lot of
change.

While this particu-
lar change doesn’t come
as a surprise, Twitter is
still entering an un-
known phase without
the at times enigmatic
leader who steered it as
CEO during two different
periods, shaped its poli-
cies during the political
chaos of the Trump ad-
ministration and ulti-
mately signed off on
Musk’s bid to take to the
company private.

Twitter’s CEO Steps Down
by Taylor Hatmaker | TECHCRUNCH

Jurassic World Dominion's
DeWanda Wise on Bringing

New Hero Kayla to Life
By Justin Carter | GIZMODO

DeWanda Wise co-stars in the new movie Jurassic World Dominion.
[Images: Universal]

(GIZMODO) -
While much of the hype
surrounding Jurassic
World Dominion has
been about the return of
the original Jurassic Park
trio, it’s not just relying
on nostalgia. The film’s
bringing some new faces
to the franchise, too, in-
cluding DeWanda Wise’s
Kayla Watts. As a pilot
who helps the group get
from place to place, and
indulges in some dino
action of her own, Kayla
seems primed to be an
important part of the
film’s cast.

In a recent cover story
for Variety, Wise and direc-
tor Colin Trevorrow ex-
plained what led to Kayla’s
creation, along with what
she’s meant to bring to the
franchise going forward.
Trevorrow sees Kayla as a
new character who could
“potentially define the fu-
ture of this franchise”—
someone that young fans
to latch onto the same way
they did with Laura Dern’s
Ellie Satler and Bryce Dallas
Howard’s Claire Dearing.
Initially, Kayla wasn’t writ-
ten as a Black woman, but

after seeing the actor in the
Netflix series She’s Gotta
Have It, Trevorrow hired
her, and together they
helped Kayla become a
more defined person.

Part of that process
was making sure that Kayla
wasn’t connected to the
prior films. After tweeting
a photo earlier in the year
featuring Kayla and Chris
Pratt’s Owen Grady, a
theory spawned that Wise
was secretly Kelly Curtis, the
daughter of Ian Malcolm
(Jeff Goldblum) who was
previously played by
Vanessa Lee Chester in The
Lost World. Trevorrow
stressed that inventing new
Black heroes is important,
while Wise’s response was
more about Black solidarity.
“Vanessa’s here, and she’s
an actor,” said Wise. She
admitted that she would’ve
turned down the role of an
older Kelly if offered, add-
ing “It’s one thing to reboot
a character like Nola Darling
30 years later, and another
thing to be like, ‘I’m this per-
son now.’”

Wise came in with a
“really specific portrayal,”
according to screenwriter

Emily Carmichael. Wise
wanted to ensure that
Kayla has an interior life of
her own, describing her as
a bisexual Air Force pilot
who helps Owen, Claire,
and the others because of
her own moral code. Get-
ting to portray Kayla as
a 3D person, said Wise,
was a “really dope and
atypical opportunity ...
you can feel the differ-
ence between a charac-
ter who’s one-dimen-
sional and one who
clearly has had an en-
tire life before she has
met any of these
people.”

Overall, the online
reaction to Kayla has
been positive, even tak-
ing the requisite trolls
out of the equation. Of
the Jurassic fanbase,
Wise described them as
“very pure ... Maybe it’s
the love of dinosaurs,
but everyone wants to
see you win. I don’t think
that’s common. They’re
just like, ‘We can’t wait
to meet her.’”

Jurassic World Do-
minion hits theaters on
June 10.
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