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KANYE WEST REPORTEDLY IN
NEGOTIATIONS WITH BLACK-

OWNED BRANDS AFTER
SEVERING TIES WITH GAP

by BLACK ENTERPRISE Editors

KANYE WEST (Image: Blacknews.com)

(BE) - Late last
week, an attorney for
Kanye West, who now
goes by Ye, told The As-
sociated Press that a let-
ter was sent to Gap on
Thursday (Sept. 15) to
terminate the contract
between the clothing
chain and West’s com-
pany, Yeezy.

Less than 48 hours
since the announce-
ment, rumors began to
swirl about the mega
mogul reportedly reach-
ing out to smaller, Black-
owned footwear compa-
nies for potential part-
nerships to merge his
clothing and shoe lines.
This bold business move
would bring more
awareness to indepen-
dent clothing brands
while creating a bigger
stake in the fashion in-
dustry for West.

“With all of his
power, influence and
wide reach, it’s the last
thing that major corpora-
tions want. This is huge.”

In 2021, Bloomberg
ranked him as the
wealthiest Black Ameri-
can, pegging his net
worth at $6 billion. Be-
tween $3.2 billion and
$4.7 billion of that net
worth comes from West’s
partnerships with Gap
and Adidas, according to
investment bank UBS. A
potential partnership be-
tween West and smaller,
Black-owned businesses
would create a larger
share of the fashion mar-
ket for underrepresented
corporations.

“If a deal of this pro-
portion goes through and
my company goes into
partnership with Ye, there
will be a tectonic shift,”
says the unnamed source.

According to indus-
try insiders, West is seek-
ing mergers with all
Black-owned footwear
companies. Sources also
say celebrities such as
Dave Chappelle, Magic
Johnson and former
track and field athlete/

professional football
player John Carlos
(archived for his rebel-
lious Black Power salute
on the podium at the
1968 Summer Olympics)
are among dignitaries
who will reportedly
bring their influence to
this project.

Companies vying
for impending ventures
with West include At-
lanta-based Nagast Foot-
wear. Launched in 2015,
Nagast became the first
company to create an
internationally success-
ful sneaker line to com-
memorate the legacy of
powerful Black leaders,
such as Nat Turner and
Marcus Garvey, among
others.

Other Black-owned
businesses that could be
included in possible ven-
tures include the
nation’s only Black
woman-owned fulfill-
ment center Everlasting
Love Fulfillment, among
many others.

Over 194,000 Russians flee call-
up to neighboring countries

By DASHA LITVINOVA | AP

TALLINN, Estonia
(AP) — It took Vsevolod
four days to drive from
Moscow to Russia’s
southern border with
Georgia. He had to aban-
don his car at one point
and continue on foot.

On Tuesday, he fi-
nally finished his 1,800-
kilometer (1,100-mile)
journey and crossed the
frontier to escape being
called up to fight in
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

“At 26, I do not want
to be carried home in a
zinc-lined (coffin) or stain
(my) hands with
somebody’s blood be-
cause of the war of one
person that wants to build
an empire,” he told The
Associated Press, asking
that his last name not be
used because he feared
retaliation from Russia.

He was one of over
194,000 Russian nation-
als who have fled to
neighboring Georgia,
Kazakhstan and Finland
— most often by car, bi-
cycle or on foot — in the
week since President
Vladimir Putin an-
nounced a partial mobi-
lization of reservists.

The mass exodus of
men — alone or with
their families or friends
— began Sept. 21,
shortly after Putin’s ad-
dress to the nation, and
continued all this week.
Early on, they snapped
up airline tickets, which
spiked in price on the
few airlines still flying
out of Russia. But the
rest had to gas up their

cars and join the long
lines snaking on roads
toward the borders.

According to the
online service Yandex
Maps, the traffic jam
leading to Verkhny Lars,
a border crossing into
Georgia from Russia’s
North Ossetia region,
stretched for about 15
kilometers (over 9 miles)
on Tuesday. Social media
showed hundreds of pe-
destrians lining up at the
checkpoint after Russian
border guards relaxed
regulations and allowed
people to cross on foot.

Similarly long
queues were reported at
some crossings into
Kazakhstan.

The Interior Ministry
of Georgia said over
53,000 Russians have en-
tered the country since
last week, while Interior
Ministry officials in
Kazakhstan said 98,000
crossed into that nation.
The Finnish Border Guard
agency said over 43,000
arrived in the same pe-
riod. Media reports also
said another 3,000 Rus-
sians entered Mongolia,
which also shares a bor-
der with the country.

Russian authorities
sought to stem the flow,
barring some men from
leaving and citing mobi-
lization laws. The prac-
tice did not seem wide-
spread, but rumors per-
sisted that Moscow may
soon shut the borders to
all men of fighting age.

Police in North
Ossetia said a makeshift

enlistment office will be
set up at the Verkhny
Lars crossing, and local
officials confirmed to
the state news agency
Tass that Russian men
are being served call-up
summonses at crossings
into Georgia.

Russia’s Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu
has said that only about
300,000 men with prior
combat or other military
service would be mus-
tered, but reports have
emerged from various
Russian regions that re-
cruiters were rounding
up men outside that de-
scription. That fueled
fears of a much broader
call-up, sending droves
of men of all ages and
backgrounds to airports
and borders.

“There’s a risk that
they will announce a full
mobilization,” according
to a resident of St. Pe-
tersburg who made it to
Kazakhstan on Tuesday.
The man, who refused to
give his name because
he feared for his safety,
told AP he spent three
days driving from his
home to Uralsk in north-
western Kazakhstan
near the border.

He said Putin’s mo-
bilization remarks dif-
fered from what his de-
cree said, leaving room
for a broader interpreta-
tion, adding: “People
worry that sooner or
later, a full mobilization
will be announced, and
no one will be able to
cross the borders.”

(WORLD) - Footage from earlier this year of
President Joe Biden threatening to block Nord
Stream 2 has resurfaced after the Russian natural
gas pipeline began leaking this week.

Biden told reporters in February that the un-
derwater pipeline, which spans 764 miles from Rus-
sia to Germany’s Baltic coast, would be brought to
an end if Ukraine were to be invaded.

"If Russia invades... then there will be no longer a
Nord Stream 2," Biden said. "We will bring an end to it."

On early Monday, Bjorn Lund, director of the
Swedish National Seismic Network, reported that a
major explosion had been detected southeast of the
Danish island of Bornholm. Later that evening, a
second and even more powerful explosion was de-
tected northeast of the island.

The explosion, according to the AP, was as pow-
erful as a 2.3 magnitude earthquake and was also
detected by seismic stations in Denmark, Finland,
and Norway. Lund stressed, however, that the seis-
mic activity was not caused by an earthquake.

Nord Stream 1 has reportedly suffered two
leaks while Nord Stream 2 has suffered just one.

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen ar-
gued that the damage to the pipelines was caused
by “deliberate actions." An anonymous source
speaking to the German media said the incidents
could have been caused by sabotage.

Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki
likewise called the leaks “an act of sabotage.”

“We can clearly see that this is an act of sabo-
tage, an act that probably means a next step of es-
calation in the situation that we are dealing with in
Ukraine,” Morawiecki said.

Polish politician and European Parliament

U.S. attack or Russian false flag? The internet is awash
in theories over sabotaged Russian gas pipeline

by Mikael Thalen | THE DAILY DOT

member Radek Sikorski even went as far as to thank
the U.S. while sharing a picture of one leaking pipe-
line, suggesting that the incident had been carried
out at the behest of the Biden administration.

European intelligence officials denied knowing
what caused the issue. Others fear "Moscow sabo-
taged its own infrastructure out of spite or to warn
that pipelines are vulnerable to attack," as further
noted by the AP.

But many in the U.S., especially conservative
opponents of Biden, felt that the suspected sabo-
tage was anything but a coincidence.

"Seems pretty clear the Biden Admin made
good on its promise to sabotage the pipeline," right-
leaning journalist Jordan Schachtel tweeted.

Despite the finger-pointing, no evidence has
been presented thus far to indicate which, if any,
nation-state is responsible.

Neither pipeline is currently operational, al-
though both were filled with natural gas at the time
of the alleged explosions. The pipelines are owned
by the Russian energy giant Gazprom, which has
drawn increased attention as of late as Europe at-
tempts to ease its reliance on Russian energy.

Anders Puck Nielson of the Royal Danish Defence College explains that three simultaneous leakages from
Russian gas pipelines within a 24 hour period is “extremely unusual” and begs the question: Is this sabotage?


