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House GOP’s long-awaited debt
limit bill features $1.5T increase

BY EMILY BROOKS AND ARIS FOLLEY | THE HILL

(THE HILL) - House
Republicans’ go-it-alone
debt limit bill pairs a
debt ceiling increase ex-
pected to last into next
year with what Speaker
Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.)
said would be about
$4.5 trillion in savings
generated in part by cut-
ting Biden administra-
tion priorities.

The bill released on
Wednesday — dubbed
the Limit, Save, Grow Act
— aims to raise the debt
limit by $1.5 trillion or
through March 31, 2024,
whichever comes first.

It proposes revert-
ing discretionary spend-
ing caps to fiscal 2022
levels while limiting
growth to 1 percent an-
nually over the next de-
cade. While Republicans
have long said the dis-
cretionary spending cuts
would not target de-
fense spending, nothing
in the bill explicitly pro-
tects defense spending,
leaving that spending up
to appropriators.

The move to release
a debt limit increase bill
comes as President Biden
has refused to negotiate
with McCarthy on the
matter, calling for a
“clean” debt limit in-
crease not paired with
any other policy points.

The bill is expected
to get a floor vote next
week. But with just a four-
vote majority, McCarthy
will have to work to en-
sure it reaches majority
support.

The $4.5 trillion in
“savings” for taxpayers
that Republicans say are
in the bill also come
from a slew of proposals
that have already been
met with opposition
from Democrats, includ-
ing measures clawing
back coronavirus fund-
ing previously allocated
by Congress that they
say has gone unspent
and targeting the Biden
administration’s student
loans forgiveness deci-
sion and ongoing repay-
ment pause.

The debt limit bill
includes the House
GOP’s major energy
package passed last
month, the H.R. 1 Lower
Energy Costs Act.

The bill additionally
has measures targeting
aspects of the Inflation
Reduction Act, a signa-
ture piece of Biden’s do-
mestic agenda that
Democrats passed with-
out GOP support last
year. It would pull
roughly $70 billion in an
IRS funding boost and
end that legislation’s
“green giveaways,”
McCarthy said in an ap-
parent reference to
green energy tax credits.

New work require-
ments on public assis-
tance programs are also
in the bill. That includes
beefing work require-
ments for the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (previ-
ously known as food

stamps) for those be-
tween 50 and 56 years
old. There are also
changes proposed to the
Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families program.

A portion of the bill
also outlines work re-
quirements for Medic-
aid, though it does not
include changes to Social
Security and Medicare
— as long promised by
Republicans.

In a statement
shortly after the bill’s re-
lease, Energy and Com-
merce Committee rank-
ing member Frank
Pallone Jr. (D-N.J.) said
the proposals would
amount to millions be-
ing kicked off “their
health insurance be-
cause Republicans do
not believe in our
nation’s social safety
net.”

The White House
said Tuesday evening
that Biden, Senate Ma-
jority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and
House Minority Leader
Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.)
agreed in a discussion
they “won’t negotiate
over default.”

“The president told
Leader Schumer and
Leader Jeffries that he
was ready to have a
separate negotiation
over the budget once
Republicans present

their plan, as has been
done by both parties in
Congress and the White
House in the past,” the
White House said.

Biden has asked
that Republicans release
a long-term budget plan
before meeting with
McCarthy, which is not
expected any time soon.

Republicans see
their black-and-white
asks in a bill as a way to
draw Biden to the nego-
tiating table, though
much of the package
amounts to a Republican
policy wish list that faces
fierce opposition in the
Democratic-led Senate.

Congress is ex-
pected to act on the
debt limit by sometime
this summer when the
Treasury Department
exhausts the “extraordi-
nary measures” being
taken to avoid default,
an outcome experts say
would cause mass eco-
nomic turmoil.

Estimates vary as to
when the nation will
reach the so-called “X-
Date,” but some projec-
tions say the country
faces a possible default
threat as early as June.
Experts expect more
precise estimates the
closer the nation comes
to the deadline.

Mychael Schnell
contributed to this story.

                  REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
                    PFLUGERVILLE  ISD
        MEDICAL/PHARMACY CONSULT SERVICES
        DEADLINE:  Thursday, 05/04/2023 @ 2 p.m.

The Pflugerville Independent School District will
accept responses to its Request for Proposals (RFP)
from firms interested in providing:  Medical &
Pharmacy Consulting Services on Thursday, May 4,
2023 @ 2 p.m.  Responses may be submitted (by
mail or hand carry) to: PfISD Purchasing Dept.,
Attn: Mr. Craig Pruett, 1401 West Pecan Street,
Pflugerville,  TX 78660.  Proposals may be picked
up in person or downloaded from the PfISD website
at: https://www.pfisd.net/Page/259

RFP FOR Expense Management Software
Deadline: Thursday, May 18, 2023 at 5 p. m.

Integral Care is currently soliciting proposals
for Expense Management Software.   The
Request for Proposals may be accessed at
integralcare.org/business-opportunities
beginning Friday, April 14, 2023 and responses
submitted electronically to electronically to
Brody Ballard at brody.ballard@integralcare.
org.  The deadline to submit a proposal under
the RFP is Thursday, May 18, 2023 at 5 p.m.,
CST.   Historically Underutilized Businesses,
including Minority-Owned Businesses and
Women-Owned Businesses are encouraged
to apply.


