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More Black families motivated to homeschool

by Laura Onyeneho
DEFENDER
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(DEFENDER) - Black
families are taking their
power back and making
decisions about the educa-
tion of their children either
by the traditional route or
by homeschooling. Many
are choosing the latter.

Homeschooling is in-
creasing in the United
States and the demo-
graphic doesn’t fit  stereo-
typical white conservative
communities. A growing
number of Black families
have started teaching their
kids from home, especially
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

According to the Cen-
sus Bureau’s Household
Pulse Survey, 3% of Black
households chose to
homeschool their children
in April-May 2020, and by
October, the percentage
rose to 16%. Even though
many students were learn-
ing virtually, the data focus
didn’t include children en-
rolled in public or private
school.

Prior to the pan-
demic, some Black parents
found that schools were
failing to improve learning
among their children, and
the problem exacerbated
well into the pandemic.

In 2019, only one and
a half out of 10 Black
eighth-graders who took
the national reading and
math exams scored at or
above the proficiency
level. One study found that
students in majority-Black
schools ended the school
year six months behind in
both math and reading,
while students in majority-
white schools ended up
four months behind in
math and three months
behind in reading.

In some cases,
homeschooling is a way to
protect students from other
factors such as institutional
racism and stereotyping.
The Texas legislature battled
over state laws that con-
strict teachers from teach-
ing curriculum or reading
books about race and gen-
der, and with the long list of
mass school shootings,
many families are concern
for their children’s safety as
well.

The Defender spoke
with two experts, Dr.
Cheryl Fields-Smith, asso-
ciate professor of Elemen-
tary Education at the Uni-
versity of Georgia-Athens,

and Dr. Brian D. Ray, presi-
dent of the National Home
Education Research Insti-
tute, to discuss the increas-
ing trend.

Defender: Was there
history in the practice of
homeschooling before it
became popular?

Bray: Yes, and I think
there is a big picture. Par-
ent-led education is the
norm in the history of hu-
mankind. It was not until
the late 1800s in the U.S
where institutionalization
started becoming the
norm. When institutional-
ized schooling, or tax-
funded schools became
dominant in America,
there was a fight against it.
Not everyone wanted gov-
ernment run schooling.

Many historians have
said this and I concur that
these types of schooling
are a lot about control, and
not about empowering
children to read, write and
do arithmetic. In the
1970s, there was the Chris-
tian homeschooling move-
ment giving parents the
opportunity to teach their
religious and moral values
to their children and de-
crease the secular influ-
ences on them. Fast for-
ward to the 2000s,
homeschooling is growing
and but if you get into race
and ethnicity, it’s still dis-
proportionately white.

Defender: Why are
more Black families con-
sidering homeschooling?

Bray: Not much re-
search has been done on
Black families and
homeschooling, but I did a
quantitative study on this,
though it’s not definitive,

we found out that on aver-
age these homeschooled
children are scoring above
average on standardized
test [compared to] Black
and white children in pub-
lic schools. They get the at-
tention, they’re not being
bullied, they are not being
distracted and that’s the
nature of homeschooling.

These parents want
to customize the curricu-
lum for their children,
rather than throw them in
a group of 20-plus students
in a system and see what
happens. They want to use
different approaches to
learning and they want
more time with family.
Plus, many still detect
plenty of unequal treat-
ment toward our children
especially young Black
boys and low expectations
of them. Many parents are
concerned about the lack
of cultural sensitivity in the
curriculum as well.

Defender: Is home-
schooling a way of activ-
ism for Black families?

Bray: Yes, it is. These
institutions make the deci-
sion about the curriculum
students will learn based
on knowledge and infor-
mation and not about val-
ues, beliefs and world
views. Then, you’re sup-
posed to bring your child
and drop them off to re-
ceive this curriculum.
That’s pacifism. In schools,
we say we believe in the
child’s autonomy and
thinking for themselves,
but the whole time we’re
giving these children what
the government or private
organizations think they
should be learning.

On the side of the
parent, they are supposed
to be submissive and pas-
sive. The parent is sup-
posed to trust the school
system. Drop them off on
the yellow school bus ev-
ery morning and walk
away. Now, more parents
want to be involved. They
want to help their children
explore their gifts and
strengths and challenge
their ways of thinking. That
is the whole piece of the
modern homeschool
movement — activism

Defender: How can
you measure the aca-
demic progress compared
to those who are in public
schools?

Fields-Smith: This is a
really complicated topic
that requires expertise in
quantitative research be-
yond my ability. But, keep
in mind that parents’ defi-
nitions of academic
progress will not always be
the same as public schools.
Schools tend to measure
“success/achievement”
through tests whereas par-
ents do not.

Another complica-
tion in answering this
question is that state laws
very a great deal from one
another. Not all states re-
quire testing of
homeschooled children,
for example. States also
use different tests for pub-
lic school systems.

Defender: Does
homeschooling have an im-
pact on social and emotional
behaviors of students who
chose to go to college?

Fields-Smith: Abso-
lutely. We need more re-
search on this, but based
on what I have found in my
limited research,
homeschooling helps Black
children to develop posi-
tive cultural self-identities
and provides them with
opportunities to interact
and collaborate with
people from more diverse
backgrounds then their re-

segregated publicly as-
signed schools would have
and therefore, they are
more able to adjust in col-
lege, for the most part.

Again, much more
research is needed on this
topic to be able to say any-
thing definitive. Also,
home education families
vary a great deal from one
another and so my re-
search is again limited to
say anything definitive re-
garding the transition to
college…this was not the
focus of my research.

Defender: Are there
challenges that Black parents
need to be aware of when
deciding to homeschool their
children?

Fields-Smith: Black
parents need to be fully
aware of their state
homeschool laws first and
foremost before beginning
to homeschool. Some states
allow homeschool parents
to hire tutors, but other
states do not, for example.
This will play a large part in
determining how some
Black families will be able to
homeschool or even if they
cannot homeschool.

If both parents have

to work and they live in a
state that does not allow
hiring of tutors then there
will need to be some flex-
ibility in parents’ work or
in the child’s day. When
families homeschool, they
are not held to the 7 a.m.-
3 p.m., Monday through
Friday school day, which
can be helpful in thinking
creatively how to meet the
requirements of teaching
your own children.

I have found that par-
ents who live in rural com-
munities tend to experi-
ence a great deal of isola-
tion when they choose to
homeschool. To help over-
come this, they have to
travel an hour or more to
find like-minded, culturally
similar homeschool groups
to partner with. This travel
serves as an extra burden
in the homeschool prac-
tice. Single parents also
face a challenge in
homeschooling, but it s not
impossible, particularly if
they live in a state with
flexible homeschool poli-
cies. Single parents can use
co-ops to enhance their
homeschool practice, if
laws allow co-ops to exist.

ANNOUNCEMENT
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC

BEVERAGE
COMMISSION

Application has been made
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for
a Mixed Beverage Permit
and Food and Beverage
Certificate by ELEVEN 11
SPORTS BAR AND GRILL, LLC.
Dba Taterque to be located
at 1202 FM 685 Suite B5 &
B6, Pflugerville, Travis County,
TX 78660. Bobbie G. Mack –
Managing Member & Bobby
D. Mack - Managing Member
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Central Health seeks to obtain Proposals from qualified vendors who provide
language translation and interpretation services. Services include

• Print materials to include copy for web sites, program applications flyers,
   brochures, posters, all intended for consumption by the general public as well
   as patient facing materials.
• Translation of materials from English to another language as identified in
   vendor offerings. Other languages as needed such as:

o Burmese, Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin and Farsi
• Written translation materials and simultaneous interpretation from English to
   Spanish and English to other languages as identified by Central Health, on an as
needed basis.
• Simultaneous interpretation for events or programming for American Sign
   Language (ASL), Spanish and other languages - on an as needed basis.

Ordering Instructions: Package can be downloaded from:
https://prod.bidsync.com/central-health
OR http://www.centralhealth.net/finance/purchasing
OR http://www.txsmartbuy.com/sp


