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YALE’S SCHOOL OF PUBLIC
HEALTH HONORS NINE-YEAR-
OLD LANTERNFLY CATCHER

WHO WAS REPORTED TO POLICE
by Stacy Jackson | BLACK ENTERPRISE

Bobbi Wilson
(BE) - From catch-

ing insects to catching
the attention of profes-
sionals in science, this
girl is on fire.

Bobbi Wilson, the
9-year-old who was re-
ported to the police by
her Republican neighbor
while she was catching
lanternflies, has been
honored by The Yale
School of Public Health.

According to Yale
University officials, the
institution held a cer-
emony January 20 high-
lighting Wilson’s re-
search and efforts to-
ward capturing the inva-
sive species that was in-
festing Caldwell, New
Jersey. The ceremony
was also a moment for
the university to show its
gratitude to Wilson for
donating her personal
collection of the insects
as an addition to the da-
tabase at Yale’s Peabody
Museum.

She is officially one
of the museum’s donat-
ing scientists.

The Guardian re-
ported that the child’s
incident with her neigh-
bor drew the attention
of Ijeoma Opara, an as-
sistant professor at the
public health school,
who organized the cer-
emony to honor Wilson
for her brave and inspi-
rational work.

“Yale doesn’t nor-
mally do anything like
this,” Opara said, accord-
ing to the university.
“This is something
unique to Bobbi.”

“We’re so grateful
for all of the work you’ve
done…in New Jersey,
and your interest in con-
servation and checking
out the lanternflies’ ad-
vance,” said Lawrence
Gall, the museum’s en-
tomology collection
manager. “They are just
starting to come up

here…So we’re very
happy to have these
specimens.”

As previously re-
ported by BLACK EN-
TERPRISE,  Wilson’s 71-
year-old neighbor, Gor-
don Lawshe, called the
police on the child on
October 22 while she
was outside testing an
environmentally-safe
formula to catch the in-
sects in her hometown.
W ilson, her mother,
and her older sister at-
tended a town hall
meeting in November
to address the council
and bring attention to
the incident.

Since the town hall
meeting, Wilson and her
older sister have toured
Yale University in an in-
vitation to meet other
Black women in science.

Wilson’s lanternfly
collection is available for
public view at Yale’s
Peabody Museum.
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 First Lawyer:

John Mercer Langston
was the first Black man
to become a lawyer
when he passed the
bar in Ohio in 1854.
John Mercer Langston
was also the great-
uncle of Langston
Hughes, famed poet of
the Harlem Renais-
sance.

Eminent
S c i e n t i s t :

George Washington
Carver developed 300
derivative products
from peanuts among
them cheese, milk,
coffee, flour, ink, dyes,
plastics, wood stains,
soap, linoleum, me-
dicinal oils and cos-
metics.

Heavyweight
Champ: Jack

Johnson became the
first African American
man to hold the World
Heavyweight Cham-
pion boxing title in
1908. He held onto the
belt until 1915.


