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REUTERS - Why U.S. flights were
grounded by a FAA system outage

Scott Eisen—Getty Images

(Reuters) - The Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) allowed some flights to resume after an out-
age of the system that alerts pilots to any obstruc-
tions before take-off had earlier forced the civil avia-
tion regulator to ground all aircraft in the United
States.

Over 4,000 flights were delayed and more than
600 canceled because of the outage as of early
Wednesday morning. U.S. flights were slowly be-
ginning to resume departures as a ground stop was
lifted.

Here is a brief summary of what the pilot warn-
ing system does, what we know about what went
wrong and background about the safety notices
provided to pilots, known as NOTAM.

WHAT HAPPENED?
The FAA system that is meant to distribute

notices to pilots on hazards failed at about 2 a.m.
Eastern Time, officials said.

The FAA ordered airlines to put a halt on all
domestic departures until 9 a.m. Eastern time while
it tested whether crews had managed to restore the
system and bring it back online.

The White House said that U.S. President Joe
Biden had been briefed on the outage by Secretary
of Transportation Pete Buttigieg. "There is no evi-
dence of a cyberattack at this point," White House
Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said in a tweet.
The U.S. Department of Transportation is conduct-
ing an investigation, she said.

WHAT IS A NOTAM?
The system that failed on Wednesday is part

of a nearly century-old practice originally known as
Notices to Airmen – originally modeled on a sys-
tem for notices to mariners.

The system, which was changed to be called
"Notices to Air Missions" in 2021, is meant to alert
pilots to hazards, everything from snow, volcanic
ash or birds near an airport.

It also provides information on closed runways

and temporary air restrictions.
The NOTAMs sent by the U.S. Federal Aviation

Administration are part of a global safety system
managed through the United Nations' aviation
agency.

Pilots are required to review the notices, ei-
ther printed on paper or on an iPad, before take-
off.

The information provided can run up to 200
pages for long-haul international flights.

NOTAMs are written in a kind of encoded short-
hand that had been originally designed to make
communication more efficient.

HOW HAS THE SYSTEM CHANGED?
The U.N. Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) has

been leading an effort to overhaul the system to
make it easier for airlines and pilots to filter the most
important warnings and present them in clearer lan-
guage.

In July 2017, an Air Canada jet landed on the
wrong runway at San Francisco’s airport and came
within seconds of colliding with four other planes.

The notice of the closure of one of the two
runways at the airport had been flagged in the pre-
flight NOTAM – on page eight of a 27-page briefing
- and missed by the pilots.

The incident, and the information overload
that pilots complain the system encourages,
prompted the effort to change the way the system
operates.

“(NOTAMs) are just a bunch of garbage that
nobody pays any attention to,” U.S. National Trans-
portation Safety Board Chairman Robert Sumwalt
said at a 2018 hearing on the Air Canada incident,
which helped spur a global campaign for change.

FAA officials have been involved in efforts to
modernize the system in recent years.

(Reporting by Nathan Gomes and Abhijith
Ganapavaram in Bengaluru, Editing by Kevin Krolicki
and Nick Zieminski)

FTX finds over $5 billion in liquid assets, judge extends ruling
keeping creditor names secret by ALEXIS KEENAN | FINANCE

(MONEY) - A lawyer for FTX said Wednesday
in a Federal bankruptcy hearing in Delaware that
lawyers have located over $5 billion of cash, liquid
cryptocurrency, and other liquid investments be-
longing to the company measured as of November
11, the date FTX filed for bankruptcy protection.

In a ruling from the bench, federal bankruptcy
Judge John T. Dorsey granted FTX's motion to keep
its customer's names under seal.

The $5 billion in newfound assets do not in-
clude crypto in custody with the Securities Com-
mission of the Bahamas valued at approximately
$425 million as of the company's petition date, the
attorney added. "That position was valued at about
$170 million at the end of 2022. It contains a large
amount of FTT and is highly volatile," said Andrew
Dietderich a partner at law firm Sullivan & Cromwell
advising FTX.

FTX's total located assets were previously said
to be around $1 billion on December 20, according
to reporting from CoinDesk on what FTX's legal
counsel said in a closed meeting with creditors.

The attorney said the FTX’s bankruptcy team
is also, "underway on plans to monetize 300 other
non-strategic investments with a book value of $4.6
billion."

The total amount of the shortfall between
FTX's assets and the amount it owes customers and

other creditors, however, is still "not yet clear,"
Dietderich added.

"We know what Alameda did with the money,"
Dietderich told the court about FTX's associated
hedge fund that prosecutors have alleged illegally
used FTX customer funds to carry out risky invest-
ments.

Dietderich also said the debtor bankruptcy
team knows Bankman-Fried instructed FTX CTO
Gary Wang to create the "Alameda backdoor." Pre-
viously mentioned in court filings, this secret fea-
ture allowed Alameda to borrow from customers
on the exchange without their permission.

According to Dietderich, the size of Alameda's
line of credit with FTX was $65 billion.

"It bought planes, houses, threw parties, made
political donations, made personal loans to its
founders. It sponsored the FTX Arena in Miami, a
Formula One team, the League of Legends,
Coachella, and many other businesses, events, and
personalities. It gambled on cryptocurrency invest-
ments, often unsuccessfully."

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
PFLUGERVILLE  ISD

CLASSROOM AUDIO/VISUAL SOLUTIONS
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, 01/27/23  AT 2 P.M.

The Pflugerville Independent School
District will open Proposals for:  PfISD
Classroom AV (Audio Visual)  Solutions
on Friday, January 27, 2023 @ 2:00 p.m.
All proposals may be submitted (by mail or
hand carry) to: Pflugerville ISD, Attn: Ms.
Janie Ornelas, 1401 West Pecan Street,
Pflugerville, TX 78660.  Proposals may be
picked up in person or downloaded from
the PISD website at: www.pfisd.net.
Regards,Assistant Director of Procurement
and Auxiliary Services, Pflugerville ISD”

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of Victor Maurice
Johnson, Deceased, were issued on
December 1, 2022, in Cause No. C-1-PB-
22-002272, pending in the Probate Court
No: 1, Travis County, Texas, to: Latresa M.
Johnson.  All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
to the undersigned within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law. c/o: Latresa M.
Johnson, 12701 Collindale Cove, Austin,
Texas 78753. DATED, Friday, January,13,
2023. Marilyn Poole, Attorney for
Latresa M. Johnson


