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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Pflugerville Independent School District will open
Proposals for:

Construction Manager-at-Risk (CMR) for
Construction of

Multipurpose Rooms - DMS and PMS
RFP 26-022JO

on Wednesday, April 22, 2026 @ 2:00 p.m.
All proposals may be completed and submitted

online through:
Bonfire portal: click this link:

https://pfisd.bonfirehub.com/portal/
?tab=openOpportunities

Proposals is posted on the PFISD website at:
www.pfisd.net.

A City on Edge: Inside Two Weeks of Turbulence, Triage, and Political Theater at Austin City Hall

By Villager staff

PUBLIC
NOTICES

(VILLAGER) - For two weeks, Austin’s City
Council has operated under the glare of a city brac-
ing for its largest festival season in years, a shaken
public still processing a downtown shooting, and a
political class struggling to maintain the appearance
of cohesion. What looks like routine governance on
paper has, in practice, been a scramble—an attempt
to project stability while the seams of the city’s in-
frastructure, public safety systems, and political al-
liances strain under pressure.

The past fourteen days reveal a government
in constant motion, but not necessarily in control.

I. The Festival That Arrived Too Soon
SXSW 2026—marking its 40th anniversary—

descended on Austin this week with the force of
a cultural tidal wave. City leaders insist they are
“more than ready,” but the timing could not be
more fraught. The festival begins less than two
weeks after a 6th Street shooting, a fact that has
shaped every public statement and operational
decision.

On March 11, the city began rolling out aggres-
sive road closures across Congress Avenue, Red
River, 6th Street, and surrounding corridors. Crews
worked through the night as thousands of visitors
poured into the city. Officials emphasized that the
closures, congestion, and heightened police pres-
ence were necessary to ensure safety during a week
when Austin’s population temporarily swells.

Mayor Kirk Watson framed the disruptions as
a civic obligation: large events “put an added strain
on our city resources,” he said, urging residents to
interpret the inconvenience as a sign of vigilance
rather than dysfunction.

But beneath the polished messaging lies a city

government acutely aware that one misstep—one
emergency response delay, one crowd-control fail-
ure—could shatter public confidence.

II. A Council That Can’t Hide Its Fractures
While the city’s public safety apparatus mobi-

lized for SXSW, the council itself was embroiled in a
quieter but telling conflict: a weeks long internal
fight over funding for park deck columns and pe-
destrian structures. What should have been a
straightforward infrastructure vote instead exposed
rare, public infighting among the 11 member body.

The dispute was not about columns alone—it
was about priorities, transparency, and the grow-
ing discomfort among members who feel major
capital decisions are being rushed or obscured. The
measure ultimately passed, but the political dam-
age lingered. The episode revealed a council strug-
gling to maintain unity at a moment when the city
can least afford visible fractures.

This tension has seeped into work sessions and
regular meetings, including the March 10 work ses-
sion and the March 12 regular meeting, where the
agenda appeared routine but the atmosphere was
anything but.

III. Public Safety Dominates the Agenda
Even before the shooting, public safety had

become the gravitational center of council activity.
The February 26 meeting—still shaping the two
week window—saw the approval of major funding
for emergency response and mental health crisis
services. That vote now reads as prescient, given
the heightened scrutiny on the city’s readiness for
festival season.

In the days leading up to SXSW, the city ex-
panded coordination between APD, EMS, and fes-
tival organizers. CapMetro extended transit services
to accommodate the influx of residents and visitors,
a move designed to reduce congestion and mini-

mize emergency response delays.
The message from City Hall has been consis-

tent: Austin is prepared. But the subtext is clear:
Austin must be prepared.

IV. A City Government in Perpetual Triage
The last two weeks have revealed a pattern—

one that suggests a government reacting to crises
rather than shaping the city’s trajectory.

First, public safety concerns are dictating
nearly every major decision.

Second, internal council fractures are becom-
ing harder to hide, even as members attempt to
present a united front.

Third, the city’s operational bandwidth is con-
sumed by festival logistics, leaving little room for
proactive policymaking.

Fourth, community tensions—particularly af-
ter the downtown shooting—are influencing how
council members communicate with constituents
and with each other.

The result is a city government that feels less
like a strategic body and more like an emergency
command center.

V. The Stakes for Austin’s Future
SXSW is more than a festival—it is a stress test.

It exposes the strengths and weaknesses of Austin’s
infrastructure, leadership, and political culture. This
year, the test is especially unforgiving.

If the city navigates the week without major
incident, leaders will claim vindication. If it falters,
the past two weeks will be remembered not as a
period of preparation, but as a warning ignored.

Either way, the council’s recent actions—its
infighting, its urgency, its defensive posture—offer
a revealing portrait of a city at an inflection point.
Austin is growing faster than its governance struc-
tures can comfortably manage. The last two weeks
have made that unmistakably clear.

Oil Breaks $100 a Barrel Again
By Villager staff

(VILLAGER) - Oil surged past $100 a barrel to-
day, a threshold that signals not just global instabil-
ity but a renewed economic threat to working fami-
lies who have never recovered from the last
affordability crisis. The spike comes as Iran intensi-
fies attacks on energy facilities across the Gulf re-
gion, disrupting shipping lanes, damaging infrastruc-
ture, and forcing major producers to curtail opera-
tions. Even a historic release of 400 million barrels
from international reserves failed to calm the mar-
kets. Instead, prices climbed higher, revealing just
how fragile the global energy system has become
and how quickly geopolitical conflict translates into
household hardship.

For Black communities across the United
States, the consequences are immediate and pun-
ishing. Transportation, groceries, utilities, and mu-
nicipal services all rise in tandem with oil. Families
already stretched by high rents, medical costs, and
stagnant wages now face another round of price
hikes driven by events thousands of miles away. The
Strait of Hormuz, a narrow waterway that carries a
fifth of the world’s oil, is effectively choked by con-
flict. Tankers have been struck, ports damaged, and
oil fields targeted. Iraq has halted operations at all
of its export terminals. Saudi Arabia and the UAE
are scrambling to reroute shipments. Markets re-
spond not to reassurance but to risk, and the risk is
growing.

Political leaders abroad have begun warning
companies not to exploit the crisis for profit. In the
United Kingdom, Prime Minister Keir Starmer sig-
naled that his government would intervene if en-
ergy firms use the moment to gouge consumers. In

the United States, however, families have heard
these promises before. They have watched oil gi-
ants post record profits during periods of global
turmoil while everyday people ration groceries,
delay car repairs, and choose between heating and
medication. Black households, who spend a dispro-
portionate share of income on transportation and
utilities, are once again positioned to bear the brunt
of a crisis they did not create.

The return of $100 oil exposes a deeper struc-
tural failure. The U.S. economy remains tethered
to global energy markets in ways that leave work-
ing people perpetually vulnerable. Every interna-
tional flare up becomes a domestic emergency. Ev-
ery supply disruption becomes a new round of in-
flation. And every crisis becomes another reminder
that policymakers have allowed corporate interests
to dictate energy strategy while communities shoul-
der the consequences.

This moment demands more than temporary
releases from strategic reserves or stern warnings
to industry. It requires a rethinking of how the na-
tion protects its most vulnerable households from
global shocks. It requires accountability for compa-
nies that profit from instability. And it requires po-
litical courage to confront the systems that keep
families one crisis away from financial collapse.

Oil may have crossed $100 a barrel today, but
the real cost will be measured in the lives of people
who cannot afford another hit. Black America has
endured decades of economic whiplash driven by
forces far outside its control. The question now is
whether leaders will finally act to shield communi-
ties from the next surge — or whether families will
once again be left to weather the storm alone.

FOCUS: Iran-Linked Hackers
Hit U.S. Medical Tech Firm

(WAR) - An Iran-aligned hacker group known
as Handala Team has claimed responsibility for a
disruptive cyberattack on Stryker, a major U.S. medi-
cal technology company.

The incident marks the first significant Iranian
cyber operation against an American business since
the war began, escalating concerns about Tehran’s
digital reach.““Hackers appear to have accessed
Stryker’s Microsoft Intune device-management sys-
tem, triggering remote wipes that disabled employ-
ees’ work phones and halted internal communica-

tion. Cybersecurity analysts say the tactic mirrors
Iran’s history of “wiper” attacks designed to erase
data and sow chaos.““Stryker says its core systems
weren’t breached and that the attack did not in-
volve ransomware, but the disruption was global
across its Microsoft environment. The company and
Microsoft have not released further details.““The
strike signals a shift from Iran’s recent focus on es-
pionage to more aggressive, destructive actions—
raising alarms about how far Tehran may go as the
conflict deepens.

By Villager staff


