
Learn more at Airbnb.com/housing 

From left to right: District 4 Councilmember Chito Vela, Airbnb CEO Brian Chesky, Grandma Wisdom, former Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake, and Adam Powell, Executive Director of the Austin History Center Association, at the project announcement at the Austin Central Library.

$6.4 million to help build 201 homes here in St. John 
Airbnb is proud to support the St. John redevelopment project, which has 
broken ground on the construction of 201 new homes in the neighborhood. 
These homes cannot be used as short-term rentals.

— Grandma Wisdom

“Airbnb is doing something that’s 
never been done here before.”
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Vance Moves to Invoke Wartime Authority for Fuel Expansion at 

Texas Refinery as Energy Costs Squeeze Economy
(TEXAS) - Vice President JD Vance on Tuesday 

announced that the Trump administra�on will in-
voke war�me powers under the Defense Produc-
�on Act to accelerate fuel output at the Delek re-
finery in Tyler, Texas, a move aimed at easing per-
sistent energy-price pressure on households and 
businesses ahead of the midterm elec�ons. Vance 
told supporters at a rally that the administra�on 
has authorized an expansion of the facility to pro-
duce “millions of gallons” of both 
commercial-grade and military-specifica�on fuel 
beyond its current output.

The Defense Produc�on Act allows the presi-
dent to direct industrial capacity toward 
na�onal-security needs, though the administra-
�on has not clarified whether the authority will be 
applied more broadly across the sector or limited 

to the Tyler site. The White House did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for addi�onal details.

The announcement comes as gasoline and 
diesel prices remain elevated, averaging $4.34 
and $6.28 per gallon, respec�vely, according to 
AAA data cited Tuesday. Analysts cau�on, how-
ever, that the move is unlikely to produce rapid re-
lief. Andy Lipow, president of Lipow Oil Associates, 
said refineries are already opera�ng at maximum 
diesel output and that meaningful increases 
would require long-term investment, the 
restar�ng of shu�ered facili�es, or the construc-
�on of new ones—none of which can be accom-
plished quickly.

Global instability con�nues to drive vola�lity 
in energy markets. The ongoing war in Iran has 
pushed oil prices higher and disrupted regional in-

frastructure, while Ukraine’s strikes on Russian re-
fineries have further �ghtened supply condi�ons 
as the two countries remain locked in conflict.

The administra�on’s decision to lean on 
war�me authority has already drawn scru�ny 
from cri�cs who note that officials have repeatedly 
insisted the United States is not at war. Com-
menters and analysts have ques�oned the internal 
consistency of invoking emergency powers under 
those circumstances, and some have argued that 
the refinery expansion is unlikely to materially shi� 
fuel prices before voters head to the polls.

As the midterms approach, the poli�cal 
stakes around energy costs con�nue to rise. 
Whether the administra�on’s move will translate 
into tangible economic relief—or simply serve as a 
symbolic gesture—remains an open ques�on.
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Jason Mangum Named Assistant City Manager as 
Pflugerville Strengthens Executive Leadership

(PFLUGERVILLE, TX) - Pflugerville has ap-
pointed Jason Mangum as its new assistant city 
manager, selec�ng a veteran public-sector leader 
from a field of nearly 140 candidates. The unani-
mous vote by the City Council reflects both confi-
dence in Mangum’s experience and the city’s 
recogni�on that rapid growth demands a deeper, 
more specialized execu�ve bench.

Mangum brings more than 25 years of munic-
ipal leadership, with a career shaped by service in 
parks and recrea�on, community development, 
and city administra�on across Texas. His back-
ground includes managing mul�million-dollar cap-
ital projects, expanding public-facing programs, 
and naviga�ng the opera�onal challenges that 
come with fast-growing communi�es. For 
Pflugerville — a city balancing suburban expan-
sion, infrastructure strain, and evolving commu-
nity expecta�ons — his appointment signals a 
strategic investment in stability and long-term 
planning.

City officials emphasized Mangum’s collabo-
ra�ve style and track record of building 
cross-departmental systems that improve service 

delivery. In a city where transporta�on planning, 
parks expansion, and public safety coordina�on in-
creasingly intersect, the ability to integrate depart-
ments is a necessity. Mangum’s experience posi-
�ons him to support the city manager in oversee-
ing these complex, overlapping priori�es.

His arrival also comes at a moment when 
Pflugerville is redefining its civic iden�ty. Once a 
quiet suburb, the city now faces the pressures of 
regional growth, commercial redevelopment, and 
shi�ing demographics. Residents expect trans-
parency, responsiveness, and though�ul steward-
ship of public resources. Mangum’s appointment 
reflects the city’s effort to meet those expecta-
�ons with seasoned leadership rather than reac-
�ve management.

For long�me residents, the announcement 
may feel like another marker of Pflugerville’s evo-
lu�on — a reminder that the city’s administra�ve 
structure must grow alongside its popula�on. For 
newer residents, it signals a commitment to pro-
fessional governance and the infrastructure 
needed to support a modern, expanding commu-
nity.

As Mangum steps into the role, he inherits 
both opportunity and challenge: maintaining 
Pflugerville’s small-town character while guiding 
the systems that support a city no longer small. His 
success will depend on how effec�vely he can 
bridge those reali�es, ensuring that growth does 
not come at the expense of the community values 
that have defined Pflugerville for genera�ons.

Jason Magnum


