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In campaign ad, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick suggests mandatory
10-year sentence for gun-related crimes BY JOLIE MCCULLOUGH | TEXAS TRIBUNE

(TXT) - Texas Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick is mak-
ing the increase in vio-
lent crime a major point
of his reelection cam-
paign, most recently
proposing to imprison
people for at least 10
years if they’re convicted
of any crime while using
a gun.

“Texans are fed up
with violent crime and
skyrocketing murder
rates,” Patrick says in a
campaign ad that began

airing this week. “To
stop it, I will pass legis-
lation next session to
add a 10-year manda-
tory jail sentence to any-
one convicted of using a
gun while committing a
crime.”

But details are
scant on what would be
a major policy shift to
increase incarceration in
the state, which already
imprisons the most
people in the country.
Patrick has offered no

specifics for what is now
a one-line campaign
promise in the 30-sec-
ond ad spot. His cam-
paign did not respond to
repeated requests this
week for details on what
such legislation would
look like.

It ’s unclear how
Patrick would define if a
gun was “used” during a
crime, including
whether possession of a
gun while committing a
low-level, nonviolent

crime would fall under
the 10-year minimum. In
Texas, legislators passed
a law last year allowing
adults to openly carry
handguns and long rifles
in public without a per-
mit.

It’s also unknown if
such a minimum sen-
tence would have to be
served in a Texas prison,
or how terms of proba-
tion and parole could
factor into the punish-
ment length.

Patrick’s campaign
promise is a reaction to
an increase in Texas ho-
micides, part of a nation-
wide trend that experts
have theorized is at least
in part due to the insta-
bility of the pandemic,
policing protests and
more guns on the street.
In Houston, police
records show reports of
murder increased from
267 in 2019 to 434 last
year.

The lieutenant’s
governor strategy to ad-
dress crime by keeping
more people in jail is
popular with many con-
servatives, especially
during election cam-
paigns. But many crimi-
nal justice reform advo-
cates, often in bipartisan
efforts, have encour-
aged policymakers to fo-
cus less on harsh punish-
ments and instead ad-
dress the roots of crime,
like poverty, mental ill-
ness and addiction.

Mandatory mini-
mums have long been
controversial nation-
wide, with opponents
saying they don’t deter
crime as intended but do
lead to ballooning prison
populations, often tar-
geting people of color.

“Something that
we know is that we have
to end gun violence,”
said Alycia Castillo,
policy and advocacy ad-
viser for the Texas Cen-
ter for Justice and Equity.
“We also know that
mandatory minimums
don’t do that. ... They
actually increase the risk
of reoffending when
someone is released.”

Castillo criticized
Patrick for advocating a
method to keep more
people in prisons longer
without giving judges
discretion to weigh indi-
vidual cases. Advocates
against mandatory mini-
mums argue the policies
shift power from judges
to prosecutors, who gain
leverage to convince de-
fendants to plead guilty
to lesser charges if they
don’t want to risk going
to trial and receiving a
mandatory sentence.

“People have
woken up to the fact that
prisons aren’t what’s
keeping us safe,” she
said. “The criminal legal
system in Texas is not
working, and it’s in fact
making matters worse,
especially for our most
oppressed communi-
ties.”

In the federal crimi-

nal system, minimum
punishment require-
ments for firearm-re-
lated offenses apply to
violent and drug-traffick-
ing crimes, with differ-
ent term lengths for pos-
sessing a gun during the
crime versus brandish-
ing the weapon or firing
it. Simple possession of
a handgun while com-
mitting such a crime re-
quires a minimum five-
year sentence; firing it

bumps the floor to 10
years.

But mandatory
minimum sentences for
specific crimes are rare
in Texas, “leaving the
range of confinement
open in a trial and avail-
able to prosecutors and
defense attorneys for
negotiation in plea bar-
gaining,” according to a
resource guide from the
Texas District & County
Attorneys Association.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR QUOTES
SUNDT CONSTRUCTION, INC
CITY OF AUSTIN - Waterloo Greenway Creek
Delta Project
Deadline:  Friday,  October 7, 2022 – 11:00 AM

Is soliciting quotations for the City of Austin Waterloo
Greenway Creek Delta, C.I.P Project Number: 12861.002
Solicitation Number: CLMC942 MBE/WBE
Opportunities: Demolition, Excavation, Milling, Asphalt
Paving, Concrete Paving, Misc. Concrete. Storm Drainage,
Water Utilities, Wastewater Utilities, Erosion Control,
Signage, Telecom, Traffic Control, Bridges, Walls, Drill
Shafts, Soil Nail, Electrical, Vibration Monitoring, Decking,
Landscape, Irrigation, Block Pavers, Misc. Metals,
Limestone Blocks, Site Furnishings, Wayfinding’s, Sidewalks
and Driveways, Pavement Marking, Traffic Signals, and
Trucking. Bids are due on Friday,  October 7, 2022 – 11:00
AM. Interested companies must be currently certified as M/
WBE, and/or African American, Hispanic, Asian, Native
American through the COA Small and Minority Business
Resources Department (SMBR). To request bid
documentation, send  information to texasbid@sundt.com.


