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Pam Davis for
261st Civil District Court
(AUSTIN, TX) - At 17

years old, Pam Davis was a
bright and energetic straight A
student and served as presi-
dent of her high school senior
class.

She’d picked up a job
installing displays for Johnson
and Johnson hair products.
One day while installing a Soft
& Beautiful display in a retail
store, she paused mid-aisle,
realizing her purse had a bro-
ken zipper.

Even to this day, she
remembers the sound as she
worked the zipper back and
forth, and the vibrations of
the metal clasp over the zip-
per teeth.  She was so in-
volved in working the zipper
free that she didn’t notice the
heavy steps coming near.

A hand grabbed her
upper arm, almost causing
her to spill the contents of
her purse.  A plain clothes
officer working security es-
corted her to the back of the
store, where she met a sec-
ond officer.

She was in a state of
shock, accused of a crime
that, in one instant, could
derail her future.  Frightened,
alone, and isolated, she be-
gan to blame herself as she
was roughly questioned by
the two police officers.

But in that moment,
Pam remembered the voice of
her mother, Flora Foster, who
completed a degree in Sociol-
ogy in her 40’s.  Joining her
mother was the voice of her
father, the late and great
Preacher Thomas Foster.  A
man who began his life as a
child sharecropper to become
the first African American to
earn a civil engineering degree
from the University of Arkan-
sas and who later taught at
Texas Southern University.

Their voices told her to
stand up, to speak up, and
that the sacrifices of so many

Pam Davis
generations before her would
not be jeopardized by an act
of injustice.  In that moment,
Pam not only spoke up for
herself, she decided to speak
up for others. This incident,
among others, would propel
Pam to eventually become an
attorney and defend others
against all forms of injustice
and serve as a voice for the
voiceless.

Today, Pam Davis is
running for the 261st District
Court, seeking to fill the va-
cancy left by Judge Lora
Livingston, who is leaving a
rich legacy as an advocate for
giving back to the community
through pro bono services.  In
fact, Pam was honored a few
weeks ago as one of this
year’s Volunteer Legal Ser-
vices of Central Texas Judge
Suzanne Covington Pro Bono
Service Award honorees.

“I’ve driven to elderly
client’s homes so they don’t
have to travel, volunteered
pro bono with Legal Services
of Central Texas, served as an
election judge and election
clerk, helped people register
to vote, marched against gun
violence, and helped call the
elderly about where to get
tested for Covid as a Demo-
cratic Party volunteer,” Pam
Davis said when asked about
giving back to the community.
“I’ve never sought accolades
as a measure of career success,

but rather measured success
as my parents would, in com-
munity impact,” Pam said.

Pam Davis earned a
Bachelor in Sociology from
UT Austin, the same degree
for which her mother re-
turned to school.  She earned
a law degree from Texas
Southern University where
her father once taught. And
she didn’t stop there.  After
graduating from law school,
she worked with friends to
provide a free community le-
gal clinic, every Saturday, for
two years

For approximately 9
years, Pam served as an As-
sistant Attorney General in
the child support division
where she conducted hun-
dreds of family law hearings
and eventually became re-
sponsible for managing litiga-
tion, managing State and
Federal Legislation, serving
on the 82nd and 83rd Legisla-
tive team, and providing in-
house law services to all child
support offices in Texas.

As a solo practitioner,
Pam practices family law,
criminal law, and civil law,
consisting of personal injury,
real estate, employment,
wills, probate, business incor-
porations, and tax cases.

In Travis County District
Courts, 64% of the case load
is in family law and the re-
maining 36% are civil cases.
With 23 years as an attorney,
Pam Davis enters the race
with twice the experience as
any other candidate and is
the only candidate for the
261st District Court that is
Texas Board Certified in Fam-
ily Law.  Pam is running for
the 261st District Court be-
cause Travis County children
deserve a compassionate
champion to ensure their
best outcomes and civil liti-
gants expect a knowledge-
able jurist.

First confirmed U.S. case of Omicron
variant detected in California
by Dylan Stableford and Andrew Romano | Yahoo! News

(U.S.) - Less than a
week after it was first
detected in South Africa,
U.S. health officials said
Wednesday that the
country’s first case of the
new Omicron
coronavirus variant has
been confirmed in Cali-
fornia.

Dr. Anthony Fauci,
the nation’s top infec-
tious disease expert, an-
nounced the news at a
White House press brief-
ing.

"The California and
San Francisco depart-
ments of public health
and the CDC have con-
firmed that a recent case
of COVID-19 among an
individual in California
was caused by Omicron
variant," Fauci said.

The individual was
a fully-vaccinated trav-
eler who returned from
South Africa on Nov. 22
and tested positive on
Nov. 29, Fauci said. The

person, who has not
been publicly identified,
is self-quarantining and
experiencing mild symp-
toms, which Fauci said
"appear to be improv-
ing." Contact tracing has
been conducted, Fauci
added, and all of their
close contacts have
tested negative so far.

"We knew that it
was just a matter of
time," he said.

California Gov.
Gavin Newsom said that
the state's "large-scale
testing and early detec-
tion systems" uncovered
the case, adding: "We
should assume that it’s
in other states as well."

"There’s no reason
to panic," Newsom
tweeted. "But we should
remain vigilant. That
means get vaccinated.
Get boosted. Wear a
mask indoors."

Dr. Rochelle P.
Walensky, director of the

Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, said
Tuesday that the agency
was “actively looking” for
the variant but had not
yet found a case.

The Omicron vari-
ant, tagged as B.1.1.529,
was first reported to the
World Health Organiza-
tion by South Africa on
Nov. 24. The WHO clas-
sified Omicron a "variant
of concern" on Friday
due to a high number of
mutations that could
help the virus evade the
vaccines and spread
more easily.

It has since been
detected in more than a
dozen countries, includ-
ing Australia, Austria,
Botswana, Belgium, Brit-
ain, Canada, Czech Re-
public, Denmark,
France, Germany, Hong
Kong, Israel, Italy, Japan,
the Netherlands, Portu-
gal and the United
States.

Dr. Anthony Fauci speaks during a briefing at the White House on Wednesday.
(AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


