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THE DISPATCH

According to the Associated Press, FBI is investigating
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton | by EMMA PLATOFF, THE TEXAS TRIBUNE
(TXT) - The FBI is investigating Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton,
the Associated Press reported Tuesday evening,
vetting allegations made
by eight of Paxton’s
former top aides that he
illegally used the power
of his office to benefit a
political donor.
Two
unnamed
sources told the AP that
the bureau was examining claims made by the
whistleblowers that
Paxton broke the law by
intervening several
times in legal matters
involving Nate Paul, a
real estate investor and
friend who donated
$25,000 to Paxton’s
campaign in 2018.
On Sept. 30 and
Oct. 1, eight aides in total told authorities that
they believed Paxton
had committed crimes
as part of his relationship with Paul, citing
bribery and abuse of office. Since then, four
aides have been fired,
three have resigned, and
one has been placed on
leave — sparking a
whistleblower lawsuit.
Paxton, a Republican in his second term,
has denied wrongdoing
and said he will not resign his post, even as
some in his own party
call on him to do so and
the state’s top leaders
call the allegations “concerning.”
Earlier Tuesday, before the FBI investigation
was made public, Paxton
said in a statement that
he knows “a little something about being falsely

Ken Paxton

Eight senior aides of Attorney General Ken Paxton told law enforcement they believed that actions Paxton
took at the agency violated the law. Credit: Laura Buckman/The Texas Tribune
accused” and dismissed
the allegations made by
the whistleblowers as
“overblown, based upon
assumptions, and to a
large degree misrepresent the facts.”
Paxton has been
under indictment for
more than five years on
securities fraud charges
but has yet to stand trial.
He has dismissed the
charges as politically
motivated and entered a
not guilty plea.
Neither a campaign
spokesperson for Paxton
nor a defense attorney
who is working on his
long-running securities
fraud case returned a
request for comment
about the FBI probe

“The Pflugerville Independent School
District will open Proposals for:

Retail Food Service and Catering
RFP #21-006ST
on Friday, December 11, 2020
@ 2:00 p.m.
All proposals may be submitted (by mail or
hand carry) to: Pflugerville ISD
1401 West Pecan
Pflugerville, TX 78660
Attn: Nicole Ayer
Proposals may be picked up in person or
downloaded from the PISD website at:
www.pfisd.net.

Make sure your family is ready
to head back to school...
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Asegúrese de que su familia esté
lista para regresar a la escuela...

Tuesday. A spokesperson
for the FBI declined to
comment.
The full scope of
Paxton’s relationship
with Paul remains unclear, though Paul has
characterized it as
friendly. In a deposition
earlier this month, Paul
revealed that he had
employed a woman at
Paxton’s recommendation, though he said it
was not a favor to
Paxton. The woman had
been involved in an extramarital affair with
Paxton, according to two
people who said the attorney general told
them of the relationship
in 2018.
Since the allega-

tions surfaced last
month, four examples
have emerged of Paxton
using his 4,000-employee agency to benefit
Paul.
The whistleblowers
allege Paxton tried to
help Paul on a pair of
open-records disputes,
urging state employees
to release documents
that should have been
confidential, and that
Paxton rushed a legal
opinion on foreclosure
sales
during
the
coronavirus pandemic,
which helped Paul avoid
such sales on several of
his properties.
The
attorney
general’s office — at
Paxton’s direction, the

“The Pflugerville Independent School
District will open Proposals for:
T-Shirts and Miscellaneous Screen Printing
& Embroidery Services

RFP #21-007ST
on Friday, December 11, 2020 @ 2:00 p.m.
All proposals may be submitted (by mail or
hand carry) to: Pflugerville ISD
1401 West Pecan
Pflugerville, TX 78660
Attn: Nicole Ayer
Proposals may be picked up in person or
downloaded from the PISD website at:
www.pfisd.net.

whistleblowers say —
also took the highly unusual step of intervening
in a lawsuit between
Paul and an Austin-area
charity.
And in September,
Paxton hired an outside
attorney to evaluate a
complaint by Paul that

he had been mistreated
during an FBI raid on his
property in 2019.
Paxton’s staff, the
whistleblowers say, had
already vetted the allegations and found them
meritless, but Paxton
continued to push the
investigation.

Mardi Gras 2021
canceled due to
COVID-19, NOLA
mayor says
by Biba Adams | THE GRIO
(GRIO) - It’s official:
Mardi Gras 2021 has
been canceled.
Well, at least the
parades on Bourbon
Street in New Orleans
will be canceled due to
the coronavirus pandemic.
Mardi Gras is a religious holiday and therefore, can not actually be
canceled, but The Big
Easy has made it clear
that any celebration
within its borders next
year will look very differ-

Get their immunizations and physicals
at Carousel Pediatrics, now a part of
CommUnityCare Health Centers.
We are currently accepting new patients and are ready to serve you.
Call us at 512-774-6000 to schedule an appointment.
In addition to pediatric healthcare, we also provide: dental care,
as well as a range of specialty and therapy services. Come see us!
We look forward to serving your family this coming school year!

••••••••••••••••••••••••
Obtenga sus vacunas y exámenes físicos
en Carousel Pediatrics ahora una parte de
CommUnityCare Health Centers.
Actualmente estamos aceptando pacientes y estamos listos para servirle.
Llámenos al 512-774-6000 para programar una cita.
Además de la atención médica pediátrica, también brindamos: atención
dental, así como una variedad de servicios especializados y terapéuticos.
¡Esperamos poder servir a su familia este próximo año escolar!

Part of CommunityCare Health Centers

Springdale 7112 Ed Bluestein Blvd., Suite 100, Austin, TX 78723
Riverside 2237 East Riverside Dr. Suite 101-C, Austin, TX 78741
North Lamar: 9411 North Lamar, Suite 120, Austin, TX 78753
Southbrook: 6425 S. I-35 Suite 100, Austin, TX 78744
Mays Crossing: 1201 South I-35, Suite 303, Round Rock, Texas 78664

ent.
“I want to be very
clear. Mardi Gras 2021 is
not canceled. It is going
to look different. The
mayor has been very
consistent about saying
that at every stage,” said
Beau Tidwell, communications director for New
Orleans Mayor LaToya
Cantrell, during a Tuesday press conference.
Next year’s Fat
Tuesday observation
falls on Feb. 16, 2021.
On its Mardi Gras
2021 FAQ page, Cantrell
has responded to predetermined questions
about the city’s signature event.
“Parades of any
kind will not be permitted this year because
large gatherings have
proven to be super
spreader events of the
COVID-19 virus,” according to the page.
“ There’s no way
that that’s responsible
given what we know
about the pandemic
right now,” Tidwell said.
“So, while we certainly want to move forward and find ways that
we can celebrate, and
we can mark this occasion, we have to do it
safely,” he continued.
“We have … 10 more
deaths in the last two
weeks. The positivity
rate doubled in the last
week.”

