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RAPPIN’

Tommy Wyatt

What are
the odds?

Don’t you find it
strange that you can
hardly go anywhere with-
out running into someone
that you know? It happens
to me all of the time.
Once I was on a trip to
Taiwan, the Republic of
China, and ran into some-
one in the hotel where I
was staying. And there
have been many others.
But what are the odds that
you will run into the same
person in the same place
ten years apart.

I had that experi-
ence last week when I
made a return trip to Min-
neapolis, MN. [ was there
attending the National
Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation (NNPA). In 1999
the conference was held
there also. And when a
fellow publisher and I
went to the golf course to
get a pick up game (we did
not have a tee time or a
foursome), I was sur-
prised to see a former
high school mate from my
home town.

He was there prepar-
ing to play with his wife
and step-daughter and
they invited us to play
along with them. It was
delightful to see them.
Dan Anderson had been
an outstanding golfer in
Texas, but had suddenly
dropped out of site. Who
knew that he had gone so
far North.

On my return trip
last week, I was relating
the encounter to the pub-
lishers that [ was going to
play golf with. And al-
though I had not spoken
to Dan in ten years, I felt
sure that he was probably
still in the city and
thought about giving him
a call.

As fate would have
it, when we turned at the
ninth hole, there was
Dan at the Club House.
We were both very
startled to see each
other in the same place
that we had ten years
earlier. Minneapolis is a
large city and the state
is known to have the
largest number of golf
courses in the country.
After a brief chat, I had
to go off to the tenth hole
to finish our game and
get back to the confer-
ence.

I asked my golf part-
ners what the odds were
for such and encounter?
And they did not know,
even though one of them
is a mathematician, but,
we all felt that the odds
would be long. It was good
seeing my old friend
again and maybe we will
meet again in ten years.

Michael Jackson, the

Jackson’sdeath sent theworld into mour ning

Entertainer Michael
Jackson died after being taken
to a hospital on Thursday
(June 25) having suffered car-
diac arrest, according to the

Los Angeles County
Coroner’s office.. A Los An-
geles fire official said that
paramedics arrived at
Michael Jackson’s home after
a 911 call.

Paramedics took Jack-
son, 50, from his west Los
Angeles home Thursday af-
ternoon to UCLA Medical
Center, where a team of phy-
sicians attempted to resusci-
tate him for more than an
hour, said brother Jermaine
Jackson. He said the famed
singer was pronounced dead
at2:26 p.m. PT.

An autopsy was sched-
uled for Friday, he said. Re-
sults will not be available for
sometime.

Fire Capt. Steve Ruda
said paramedics were sent to
a west Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, residence after a 911 call
cameinat 12:21 p.m.

Law enforcement offi-
cials said the Los Angeles
Police Department Robbery-
Homicide Division opened
an investigation into
Jackson’s death. They

stressed there is no evidence
of criminal wrongdoing but
that they would conduct in-
terviews with family mem-
bers and friends.

“T talked to Frank Dileo,
Michael’s manager. Frank
told me that Michael last
night was complaining
about not feeling well. He
called to tell him he wasn’t
feeling well, said Marlan Jack-
son, Michaels brother.

“Michael’s doctor went
over to see him, and Frank
said, ‘Marlon, from last night
to this morning, I don’t know
what happened.” When they
got to him this morning, he
wasn’t breathing. They
rushed him to the hospital
and couldn’t bring him
around.”

“Janet Jackson is grief-
stricken and devastated at
the sudden loss of her
brother,” Kenneth Crear, her
manager said. “She is ... fly-
ing immediately to California
to be with her family.”

Michael Jackson, the
music icon from Gary, Indi-
ana, was known as the “King
of Pop.” Jackson had many
No. 1 hits, and his “Thriller”
is the best-selling album of all
time.

ENROLLMENT FEST
SCHEDULED AT HUSTON-
TILLOTSON UNIVERSITY

FEATURES A $5,000
SCHOLARSHIP

(AUSTIN, Texas) —
An event with a $5,000
scholarship for a talent
contest winner in addition
to plenty of information
about the college applica-
tion process, financial aid
procedures, and programs
of study will be held at
Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity, 900 Chicon Street, on
Saturday, July 11 from 1
p-m.to4p.m.

Enrollment Fest, fea-
turing performances by lo-
cal artists and Huston-
Tillotson graduates such
as Judy Arnold, George
Powell, Deric Lewis, and
Claudia Williams, will al-
low students to showcase
their singing, dancing, or
musical talents, tour the
campus, talk to faculty
about majors, visit with ad-
mission counselors, and
apply for the start of the
fall semester.

“We’ve planned this
event with on-the-spot accep-
tance for those who qualify in
order to communicate to stu-
dents who want to stay in the
Central Texas area thatit’s not
too late to enroll for the fall
term,” said Shakitha Stinson,

Interim Director of Admis-
sion. Recent high school
graduates, transfer stu-
dents, or those working
full-time who want to start
or complete a degree
should have their tran-
scripts and/or test scores
available for review.

Huston-Tillotson
University offers Bachelor
of Arts or Bachelor of Sci-
ence degrees in biology,
business administration,
chemistry, computer sci-
ence, criminal justice, En-
glish, history, interdisci-
plinary studies, kinesiol-
ogy, mathematics, music,
music education, political
science, psychology or so-
ciology. A minor can be
earned in most of disci-
plines, including religions
studies and African and
African American Studies.

To learn more about
Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity, to sign up for the tal-
ent competition, or to en-
roll for the upcoming term,
contact Enrollment Man-
agement at 512.505.3028 or
visit www.htu.edu.
Classes start Tuesday,
Sept. 8.

Black Press of America Elects New
King of Pop, is dead at 50 Chairman: Danny Bakewell Aimsto
Har nessthe Power

By. Hazel Trice Edney

NNPA Editor-in-Chief

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.
(NNPA) — Los Angeles Senti-
nel Publisher Danny
Bakewell, the new chairman
of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association, a fed-
eration of more than 200
Black-owned newspapers,
says he aims to fortify the
power of the Black Press of
America by unifying its ranks
while also uniting with other
civil rights organizations.

“It's important to lift the
stature of NNPA at least to a
place that it is at least equal
to other major Black organi-
zations in this country, such
as the National Urban
League, the NAACP, the
Rainbow /PUSH Coalition,
etc,” Bakewell said in an in-
terview the morning after his
election by fellow publishers
during NNPA’s annual sum-
mer conference, held in Min-
neapolis, Minn., last week.
“We must have constant col-
laboration with them. They
need to be a part of us and our
agenda needs to be a part of
them.”

NAACP President and
CEO Benjamin Todd Jealous
this week applauded
Bakewell’s election.

”We welcome the news
of Danny’s election and his
vision for forging an even
stronger relationship be-
tween our organizations. I
look forward to working with
him,”” Jealous said in an
email.

NUL President and
CEO Marc Morial, along time
friend of Bakewell’s, has al-

New NNPA Chalrman Danny Bakewell (r) share a moment
with hislong time friend Don King, publisher of the Cleveland and
Columbus Call & Post newspapers during the NNPA Foundation’s
Merit Awards Gala. Carole Geary photo.

ready begun to reach out.

“Danny Bakewell will
utilize his extensive experi-
ence and network to increase
the profile of Black newspa-
pers nationwide,” says
Morial, also chair of the Black
Leadership Forum. “As a
longtime colleague and
friend of Danny’s, I think he
is an excellent choice as the
new chair.

He and I spoke yester-
day, and I pledged the coop-
eration and support of both
the National Urban League
and the Black Leadership Fo-
rum to him.”

The Black Press, Black
civil rights organizations, the
Black church and Black busi-
nesses have long worked to-
gether for the advancement of
Black people. But, in recent
years, although leaders from
those entities have spoken at

each other’s conferences,
there have been few instances
in which the organizations
have actually met and col-
laborated on specific issues.

Bakewell says NNPA in
and of itself is among the
most powerful organizational
forces in the nation.

“What we have is a na-
tional member organization.
But, we talk about it from a lo-
cal perspective. We distribute
15 million papers into the
households of Black people per
week. And if you take thatand
multiply it [by the number of
people who actually read each
paper], you could get to maybe
a hundred million people,”
Bakewell says. “There is no
stronger or potentially stron-
ger organization in America
than the Black Press. We are
talking directly to the people.”

See NNPA page 6

McCallum Students Take First
Place Honors in

b
b oy
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Three McCallum High
School students who partici-
pated in the eighth annual
ExxonMobil National Black
MBA Association Leaders of
Tomorrow National Business
Case Competition recently
won first place in this year’s
competition in Ann Arbor,
Michigan.

Through the Leaders of
Tomorrow National Business
Case Competition, high
school students analyze a
Harvard graduate business
case and present business
solutions before judges from
corporate America and
academia. The case this year
was to analyze Samsung
Electronics and propose
ways in which the company

)

could become a “Tier One
Iconic Brand,” similar to the
Apple ipod. Once the analy-
sis was completed, the stu-
dents prepared a 25-minute
oral and PowerPoint presen-
tation that was presented to
the panel of judges

The McCallum stu-
dents, under the leadership of
team captain Jasmine Lee,
were Kennie Crockett, Denise
Manning and Olivia Brown.
The fourth member of the
team, Deron Octave, is a stu-
dent in the Pflugerville Inde-
pendent School District. This
is the first time the Austin
chapter has fielded a team to
participate in the national
competition.

As a result of their vic-

Busmess Case Competltlon

tory, the National NBMBAA
association will provide an
all-expense paid trip for the
students to the organization’s
31st national conference Sep-
tember 22-26 in New Orleans
where a $15,000 scholarship
will be awarded to the Aus-
tin team.

(The NBMBAA Austin
Chapter was established as
the newest chapter in the
NBMBAA, Inc. group of af-
filiates in December 2006.
The organization of Central
Texas Area professionals
and entrepreneurs has a
goal to enhance the eco-
nomic growth of knowledge,
business skills, and em-
ployment opportunities for
African Americans.
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