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Thirteen community
leaders were honored by the
Anderson Community Devel-
opment Corp. Saturday, Dec.
5. They were called “ordinary
people who did extraordinary
things to help build a stron-
ger Austin.” The awards cer-
emony was held at the George
W. Carver Museum and Cul-
tural Center. Shelton Green,
the KVUE-TV news reporter
serving as master of ceremo-
nies, called the honorees
“men and women who
through sheer self-determina-
tion and sacrifice opened
doors for others. It is our time
as a community to say ‘thank
you’ to these men and women
who have given us so much.”

The honorees were:
Ada Anderson, Bertha
Means, Willie Mae Kirk, Mary
Hurst, Delores Duffie,
Gertrude Britton (posthu-
mously), W. Charles Akins,
Akwasi Evans, T. L. Wyatt,
Wilhelmina Delco, Beryl
Handcock, Kirk Watson and

Community Leaders Hailed for
‘Service and Sacrifice’

Carole Keeton Strayhorn.
Making the presenta-

tions were U. S. Rep. Lloyd
Doggett; Constable Danny
Thomas; Thea Williams, ex-
ecutive producer, KVUE-TV;
Texas State Rep. Dwanna
Dukes; City Council Member
Sheryl Cole; Ray Dell Gallo-
way, chair of the Anderson
CDC.

After awards were
presented participants went
to 1115 East 12th St., at Waller,
where a ribbon cutting and
open house took place for the
Anderson CDC’s new offices,
called The Pink House.

W. Charles Akins
said, “The Anderson CDC
should be congratulated for
all of the good work they have
done. Much of it the public
did not know about but it has
been an enhancement for the
community, and their work
continues. It’s a wonderful
day.”

The Anderson CDC,
founded as a 501(c) (3) non-
profit in 1984, was named to
honor the memory of educa-

tor L. C. Anderson who was
born a slave in 1858. Because
of his success in the educa-
tional field the original
Anderson school was named
as a tribute to him. The orga-
nization works to receive grant
money “for community devel-
opment with a vision for com-
munity revitalization and af-
fordable homes for low- and
moderate-income East Austin
families.” The Anderson CDC
built five homes in 1996 as its
first project for a cost of about
$450,000. Since then it has
renovated and built 31
homes in East Austin. Plans
are underway to begin con-
struction soon on new
homes for rental and for
purchase in the area.

In addition to Ray
Dell Galloway, the chair,
others on the Anderson
CDC board of directors are:
the Rev. Michael White,
vice chair; Sheldy Starks,
secretary; Osokwe Street, as-
sistant secretary; Monty
Goff, treasurer; and Ida
Hunt, parliamentarian.

COMMUNITY HEROES--(L to r) Delores Duffie, W. Charles Akins, Mayor Carole Keeton Strayhorn,
Mary Hurst, Ray Dell Galloway (Chair of Anderson CDC), Lawrence Britton, Jr (For Gertrude Britton -
posthumously, Former Speaker Protem, Wilhelmina Delco, Bertha Means, Akwasi Evans and T. L. Wyatt.
Photo by Korey Howell.

Special to the NNPA from
the Houston Forward

Times
(NNPA) - Tennis cham-

pion Serena Williams was
fined a record $82,500 for her
U.S. Open outburst against a
lineswoman and could be
suspended from the annual
New York event if she has
another “major offense” at
any Grand Slam in the next
two years.

The ruling from Grand
Slam administrator Bill
Babcock said Williams faces
a “probationary period” at
tennis’ four major champion-
ships in 2010 and 2011. If she
has another “major offense”
at a Grand Slam tournament
in that time, the fine would
increase to $175,000 and she
would be barred from the fol-
lowing U.S. Open..

”But if she does not
have another offense in the
next two years, the suspen-
sion is lifted,” Babcock told
the Associated Press.
He said Williams must pay

$82,500 right now, already
nearly double the previous
highest fine for a Grand Slam
offense — about $48,000 Jeff
Tarango was docked in the
1990s.

Williams cursed out a
lineswoman after a foot-
fault call at the end of her
semifinal loss to eventual
champion Kim Clijsters at
the U.S. Open in September.
The outburst drew a $10,000
fine from the U.S. Tennis
Association in September —
the maximum onsite pen-
alty a tennis player can face.
But because it happened at
a Grand Slam tournament,
Babcock was charged with
investigating whether fur-
ther punishment was mer-
ited.

He concluded that Will-
iams violated the “major of-
fense” rule for “aggravated be-
havior.” The Grand Slam com-
mittee — with one representa-
tive from each of the sport’s
four major championships —
approved his  decision.

Serena Fined Largest
Amount in USTA History

AUSTIN – Through an
in-store fundraising campaign
launched in response to the trag-
edy at Fort Hood, H-E-B and its
generous customers raised more
than $280,000 for the Associa-
tion of the United States Army
(AUSA) Central Texas-Fort
Hood Chapter Fund. H-E-B
kicked off the in-store campaign
in early November with a
$50,000 donation to the organi-
zation, and customers followed
suit by raising more than
$230,000.

At H-E-B stores through-
out Texas, customer simply
added donations in increments
of $1, $3, or $5 to their total gro-
cery bill between Saturday, Nov.
7 and Monday, Dec. 7, 2009.  One
hundred percent of the monies
raised benefit the AUSA Central
Texas-Fort Hood Chapter fund,
established to appropriately me-
morialize the recent tragedy at
Fort Hood, and care for the af-
fected soldiers and their families.

“Providing aid in times of
disaster is the corner stone of our
Helping Here philosophy, which
promises to stand by communi-
ties during times of crisis. We’re
honored that our customers

 H-E-B AND ITS CUSTOMERS
RAISE MORE THAN $280,000 FOR

SOLDIERS AND FAMILIES
 OF FORT HOOD

were so generous in their sup-
port of the affected victims and
families at Fort Hood,” said
Winell Herron, group vice presi-
dent of public affairs and diver-
sity for H-E-B.

In addition to support-
ing the Fort Hood community
through the in-store campaign,
H-E-B is participating in Fort
Hood Community Strong Day,
taking place on Friday, Decem-
ber 11 from 1 – 6 p.m. at Fort
Hood. The H-E-B Mobile
Kitchen will be onsite serving
4,000 lbs of chopped beef,
which will make 20,000 sand-
wiches, as well as 30,000
bags of H-E-B chips and
20,000 H-E-B sodas. The H-
E-B Creamy Creations Ice
Cream trailer will also be
stocked with cups of ice
cream ready to serve.

“Donating food to Fort
Hood Community Strong Day
is one more way we can show
our support and sincere appre-
ciation to the soldiers who serve
our country, and their families,”
said Herron. “More than 90 H-
E-B Partners will be at the event
volunteering to help make this
event a success.”

  ATLANTA (NNPA) -
Kasim Reed is ready  to take
the reigns as mayor of Atlanta
even as Mary Norwood con-
templated a possible recount
of the election votes. She had
until 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 8
to decide.The Dec. 1 mayoral
runoff race between Reed and
Norwood was particularly
stiff.

Norwood, who would
have become the city’s first
White mayor in 36 years,
trailed Reed by only 620 votes,
according to initial reports.
Those early reports were that
Reed, who is Black, received
42,348 votes or 50.37 percent,
and Norwood had 41,728
votes or 49.63 percent. How-
ever, there were 560 provi-
sional ballots that had not
been counted.

 “The swearing in of
Atlanta’s next mayor will take
place in just under  one month
and it’s crucial that our city’s
next mayor use all of  that time
to build an administration that
is ready to govern on day one,”
Reed said in a statement.
“While I respect Mrs.
Norwood’s request for a re-
count in this election, I must
move forward and focus my
energies on building an ad-
ministration that is going to
address the serious challenges
facing Atlanta.”

The runoff election
brought out nearly 11,000 more
voters than the original elec-
tion on Nov. 3. Though today
marks the end of a long cam-
paign, it also marks the begin-
ning of a new era — an era that
requires each and every one of
us to make Atlanta better and
stronger. I am excited and en-
ergized about providing the
leadership and unification our
city needs.”
Aaron Watson, a lawyer and cer-
tified public accountant, won the
Atlanta City Council Post 2 At
Large with over 54 percent of the
vote, defeating Amir Farokhi.

 Alex Wan, a businessman
and civic leader, won the Atlanta
City Council District 6 seat,
besting opponent Liz Coyle. Pre-
liminary results show that Wan
garnered 59 percent of the vote.
“I am both humbled and hon-
ored that my friends and neigh-
bors in District 6 gave me their
vote of  confidence,” Wan says,
“and I look forward to serving
as their voice in city government.
It is especially heartening that
such a diverse cross-section of
people and organizations came
together to give our campaign
the kind of strength we needed
to win.”

Atlanta Holds on to Black Mayorship
By Sheronda K.

GipsonSpecial to the
NNPA from the Atlanta

Daily World

What
should
 Tiger do?
Unless you have

been living under a rock
for the last two weeks, you
know that Tiger Woods,
the worlds No. 1 Golfer,
has been in the news ev-
eryday.  We are accus-
tomed to the news media
talking about Tiger. But
they are usually talking
about his golf game. But
lately, Woods has been
making the news another
way.

After he was involved
in a car accident at his
home in Florida, he be-
came headline news. The
main question was
“where was he going at 2
a.m. in such a hurry?”
Well, Tiger is a grown
man, and he probably does
not have a curfew, so he
could have been going
anywhere. But then
things turned strange.

After Woods and his
wife would not meet with
law enforcement officers,
question were really being
raised about the incident.
There was speculation
that there may have been
some domestic abuse.
There was even specula-
tions that Woods was leav-
ing in a hurry, because his
wife was chasing him with
the golf club. None of the
speculations have been
confirmed.

The question now is,
should Tiger Woods have
a news conference and
tell the whole story, or
should he go on TV -
maybe the Oprah Show -
and tell it all. Or should he
just keep on doing what he
has been doing and hope
that the whole thing blows
over.

Well, being a mem-
ber of the news media, I
can tell you that the issue
is not going away,
whether Tiger holds a
press conference, goes on
TV, or continue to write on
his spacebook, this issue
will not go away for a long
time. And his cleaner
than clean reputation is
gone for ever. For ten
years Tiger has been
known as one of the most
squeaky clean athletes on
the planet. Now that repu-
tation is gone for ever.

Who would have ex-
pected that Tiger Woods
would have “a woman at ev-
ery port.” The latest report
is that there have been ru-
mors that he has had rela-
tionships with more than
ten women and the list is
expected to expand.

But,  for Tiger all he
can do is get back out there
and play golf. In time this too
will become yesterdays
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Dorothy Charles Banks
Villager Columnist

So called “Blue Dog
Democrats” are still siding
with Republicans in their
avid opposition to health care
reform. These politicians say
when uninsured people get
sick they can always go to the
emergency room. They say
that America has the best
health care system in the
world. And that is absolutely
true if you can afford to pay
for it.

Senators and represen-
tatives who oppose heath care
reform are getting the best care
the government has to offer.

They have a public op-
tion; the same option they are
denying to their constituents.
Senators and representatives
are covered immediately after
they are sworn into office,
making them eligible to par-
ticipate in the Federal Em-
ployees Health Benefits Pro-
gram, which offers an assort-
ment of health care plans.

 The plans are also
available to their spouses and
dependents. Pre-existing con-
ditions are not considered. On
Capital Hill senators and rep-
resentatives have a conve-
nient pharmacy, a team of

Politicians should
give up their

government-run
health care

doctors, nurses, and techni-
cians, all of whom are ready
to administer medical aid in
case a politician falls ill on
duty.

Unfortunately, Repub-
licans still are not aware of
what’s in the bill. They em-
phatically stated in an ear-
lier press conference that they
would automatically oppose
the bill without reading a
word.

 So what they do is hurl
lies against the wall and
hope they stick. The lies are
working in certain regions.
The rhetoric has successfully
inflamed these followers,
most of whom are southern
Whites who disapprove of
President Obama.

Suddenly under
Obama’s administration, Re-
publicans have been become
economic tightwads. They
have forgotten that they (and
Democrats, too) spent tax-
payers money like drunken
teenagers in a high class
brothel, when George Bush
was in power. When it came
to two unpaid-for-wars,
Bush was not questioned
about costs. He was given
truck loads of blank checks.
Health care was not on the
Republicans’ agenda.

I laughed out loud the
first time I saw Kaye Bailey
Hutchinson state in a cam-

paign ad that she is not resign-
ing her senate seat until health
care reform is defeated. The
g o v e r n m e n t - i n s u r e d
Hutchinson should be push-
ing its passage for this lone
reason: According to a August
2009 Gallup Poll, Texas has a
high number of citizens lack-
ing health insurance–26.9 per-
cent. It’s not clear how many
of these are Mexican
immigrants.The poll stated
that even if no immigrants
were counted, Texas would
still have the largest percent-
age of uninsured residents of
any state with the exception of
New Mexico.

I wonder when oppos-
ing politicians in Washington
will give up their generous
health care plan, and apply for
coverage with another insur-
ance agency, where they will
be subjected to rejection be-
cause of a pre-existing condi-
tion; where the agency, not
physicians, will decide what
health care they are eligible to
receive.

But Senator Judd Gregg
(R) said it best. “If you work
for the government, you’ll get
the same health care I have.”
Now there’s man with
politician’s heart. In the mean-
while, if you get seriously ill
just head for your local emer-
gency room, and hope you are
the first or second in line.

James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

(NNPA) - At first I could
not believe it. On Deck Capi-
tal and the National Urban
League (NUL) formed a joint
venture to make loans in “ur-
ban” areas with high concen-
trations of “minority” busi-
nesses. As I read the details
of this relationship I grew
more and more disturbed at
the relationship between
these strange bedfellows.
The news release read as fol-
lows: “On Deck Capital will
provide loans through Urban
League local affiliates, start-
ing in Philadelphia and Los
Angeles and then expanding
across the country…
The program offers one-year
loans ranging from $5,000 to
$100,000 at interest rates of 18
to 36 percent. All the loans
must be repaid through auto-
matic daily “micro-pay-
ments” from the business’
bank accounts.

To qualify, businesses
should generally have be-
tween $500,000 and $2 mil-
lion in annual revenue and
have been operating for at
least three years, said On
Deck founder and CEO Mitch
Jacobs.”

Is it just me, or can you
also see the ridiculous nature
of such an arrangement? Can
you see, simply from the few
lines in their release, how
usurious these loans are? Can
you imagine paying back a
$100,000 loan at 18 percent -
36 percent in one year? And,
you pay “micro-payments”
on a daily basis, withdrawn
directly from your checking
account. Please, if there is
someone out there who can
explain this, other than the

crooks who are perpetrating
this financial crime, I wish
you would contact me and
point the virtues of such a
deal; I’d love to know. As we
complain about credit card
rates, which are similar to the
18 percent - 36 percent On
Deck Capital will charge our
businesses, how can we ac-
cept this without the same
outrage and indignation?

I don’t know what the
Urban League was thinking,
or if they were even thinking
at all, when they cut this deal,
but I do know they need to re-
consider it. No, they need to
cancel it! Can you say “loan-
sharking”? Payday loans?
Check cashing outlets? These
boys have taken venture capi-
tal money, which goes out for
as much as 35 percent and
higher in some cases, and
turned it into small business
loans for the same interest
rates. Check out their website
and see for yourself
www.ondeckcapital.com
It’s bad enough to see Earvin
Magic Johnson on BET,
dressed in his red polo shirt,
as if he is a floor salesman,
hawking Rent-a-Center. He
says to Black folks who watch
BET that they can rent a tele-
vision for about $20.00-$25.00
per week, flashing his win-
ning smile and suggesting
how good a deal that is. Rent
a TV for $100.00 a month?
C’mon, Magic; you gotta be
kiddin’ me!

You can count on ex-
ploitation and rip-off schemes
being promoted to Black folks
as sure as the sun rises in the
morning. And, you count on
us responding to these
schemes as sure as the sun
sets at night. That’s partly
why they do it. Why are we
so vulnerable? Why do our
own people, our leaders, our
celebrities bring this kind stuff
to us? According to Forbes
Magazine, Magic Johnson is
worth about $500 million;

surely our brother did not
come up a little short and
needed some extra spending
money, so he went to work for
Rent-a-Center.

Surely the Urban
League, with all its experts
and financial whizzes on
board, is not hurting to the
point of having to sell out to
On Deck Capital. I cannot be-
lieve that someone at the NUL
did not look at this deal and
say, “Hey guys, this is not
good for our constituents; let’s
not do it.” I know the NUL
cares more about us than that.
Disgusting, disheartening,
and even sinful are terms I
would use to describe this
transaction – this relation-
ship between these “strange
bedfellows.” I am simply flab-
bergasted. During this eco-
nomic climate, when we are
suffering far more than most,
when our businesses are
struggling far more than most,
when our families are hurting
far more than most, and
when we need more than ever
to build a strong economic
foundation, along come On
Deck Capital and the Na-
tional Urban League to the
rescue. With friends like
these, we could use more en-
emies.

This Faustian deal will
debut in Philadelphia and
Los Angeles, and then it is
scheduled to roll out in At-
lanta, Cleveland, Jacksonville,
Chicago, New Orleans, Kan-
sas City, and of all places,
Cincinnati, Ohio, where I re-
side. Let the word go out to
On Deck and the NUL, we
don’t need this where I live,
nor in any other “urban” area.
We have quite enough exploi-
tation going on against Black
folks already.

Personally, when it gets
to my hometown, I will be
waiting “on deck,” ready to
knock this one out of the park.
What about in your town?
Batter up!

Strange Bedfellows

By Ron Walters
NNPA Columnist

Obama Rejects
Special Needs of the
Black Community

(NNPA) - It was some-
what painful to write the
above headline, since I along
with 16 million blacks who
voted for Barack Obama did
so, partly on the strength of
the belief that he would in-
deed understand and take
seriously the needs of the
black community. Such head-
lines are sweeping the coun-
try depicting his response to
the Congressional Black
Caucus’s (CBC) challenge to
his economic policies.
Last month Rep. Maxine Wa-
ters (CA) led ten of her CBC
colleagues to vote against the
Financial Services Bill com-
ing out of committee.

Their opposition was
based on the clamor from
heads of a large segment of the
Black economy: auto dealers,
bankers, accountants,
businesspersons, broadcast-
ers and others who cannot get
credit from banks and finan-
cial agencies – even those
owned by the US government
— and are facing disaster.
The CBC went into negotia-
tions with Rahm Emanuel,
Obama’s chief of staff, but
little was accomplished. They
then, held a press conference
and announced as much,
saying that broadly the White
House was unresponsive
and that “we have not been
forceful in our efforts to pro-
tect the most vulnerable of our
population,” and that the
White House takes this part
of its constituency for granted
but is solicitous to Blue Dog
Conservative Democrats.
This action was taken, they
explained, to educate those in
the White House who do not
advocate on behalf of Blacks
or the working class, since

“we can no longer afford to
have public policy defined by
the world view of Wall
Street.”

In an interview with
Justin Hyde of the Detroit
Free Press and Richard Wolfe
of USA Today, President
Obama was asked about the
charges of the CBC and he
said: “The most important
thing I can do for the African-
American community is the
same thing I can do for the
American community, pe-
riod, and that is get the
economy going again and
get people hiring again.”
Then he continued, “I think
it’s a mistake to start think-
ing in terms of particular eth-
nic segments of the United
States rather than to think
that we are all in this together
and we are all going to get
out of this together.” I had
long thought that this was his
governing philosophy but
here are the words of it
spelled out.

But there is a gross
contradiction at the heart of
his statement. If it is “mis-
take” to think about ethnic
segments of the country in
his governance, then why
did he sign an executive or-
der mandating that heads of
executive agencies affect
consultation with Indian
tribal governments, or sign
an executive order mandat-
ing the increased participa-
tion of Asians and Pacific Is-
landers in federal programs,
or say in a speech to the His-
panic Caucus this year that
when their unemployment
number reached over 10 per-
cent that was not just a prob-
lem for Hispanics, “it was a
problem for the nation.” No
such statement has been
made by the White House
about the 15.7 percent rate of
official Black unemploy-
ment.

Indeed, if Presidents
Abraham Lincoln, Franklin
Roosevelt, Harry Truman,
John Kennedy, Lyndon

Johnson and Clinton had felt
that considering ethnicity in
governance was a “mistake”
what would be the character
of Black progress? The issue
here is that these presidents
did not deal with African-
American issues out of the
goodness of their own hearts,
but because there was a na-
tional crisis that called for it,
or because Blacks pushed them
to the wall. The latter has been
one of the routine answers to
the question of whether Presi-
dent Obama would deal ear-
nestly with problems faced by
the Black community, given
that many Whites expected
that he would conduct his ad-
ministration by handing out
favors to them. No doubt,
Obama feels he must guard
against that in order to main-
tain White votes, but it puts
Blacks in a box, the only route
out of which is to “make him
do it.”

The integrity of Black
political participation and the
security of the Black commu-
nity demand a president who
is responsive to their needs in
exchange for the 97 percent in-
vestment in his presidency.
His stated governing philoso-
phy should also mean that the
celebration is over and that we
must make clear to him that we
will not be taken for granted
and we will not willingly be
subject to the spoils of a trickle-
down economic strategy that
will take years to rehabilitate
our communities. So, I think
that since none of the members
of the CBC, nor Black econo-
mists, nor the Black Civil
Rights leaders were invited to
the White House Jobs Summit
that in the month of January
in honor of the defiant spirit
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
the Congressional Black Cau-
cus should host one and in-
vite the people who should be
there to affect a bottom up, ur-
gent strategy. The President
has thrown down the gaunt-
let; Black leadership must pick
it up.

Harry C. Alford
NNPA Columnist

This is a Black Tax

(NNPA) - Leonard Har-
ris started Chatham Food
Center in Chicago’s South
Side in 1983. He wants to
leave the business to his sons
but can’t because his family
will face an estate tax so huge
it will force them to sell off the
business jut to pay Uncle Sam.
He should know. He started
his career as a CPA.
Several years ago, the Chi-
cago Daily Defender, the old-
est black-owned daily news-
paper in the United States,
had to be sold by the
Sengstacke family, which had
owned the paper since its
founding in 1905, to pay fed-
eral estate taxes.

Unfortunately, many of
America’s one million black-
owned businesses will face a
similar fate unless the highly
discriminatory tax is re-
pealed. That’s because most
of these businesses are fam-
ily owned. And it’s the heirs
of family-owned businesses –
not the super wealthy – who
file most estate tax returns.
Supporters of the tax argue
that very few families are af-
fected by the tax. But they’re
wrong. Between 1995-2005,
Congress’s Joint Tax Commit-
tee reported in 2006, estate
taxes were paid by more than
37,000 “closely-held busi-
nesses,” 24,000 family farms,
50,000 limited-partnerships
and nearly 28,000 “other”
non-corporate businesses.
It’s not as if the owners of
these catering firms, trucking

companies, auto dealerships,
print shops, retail stores and
restaurants haven’t already
paid their share of income,
sales and property taxes.
They have.
Yet, if they are successful
enough, the government will
demand even more when
they die, taxing everything
they own, including the
house, car, savings accounts,
retirement accounts, business
equipment, inventory, build-
ings and land. In other words,
any business owner who has
managed to climb up the lad-
der will have his or her fam-
ily knocked down again. Is
that fair? In essence, this is a
“Legacy Killer”.

The good news is that
Congress has an opportunity
right now to help minority-
owned businesses, rather
than hurt them. It is time to
end this tax.

While some lawmakers
want to keep the status quo
and others want to increase
estate tax rates, legislators
who want to encourage mi-
nority business ownership
and hiring should support
repeal of this damaging tax.
Not only would estate-tax re-
peal encourage black entre-
preneurship and stimulate
investment in minority-
owned businesses, it would
also help create new jobs,
which would increase fed-
eral, state and local tax rev-
enues. As much as $23.3 bil-
lion annually, according to a
report for the American Fam-
ily Business Foundation by
economist Stephen Entin, a
former Treasury Department
official would be received by
our national treasury.
The number of new jobs could
be significant. Former Con-
gressional Budget Office Di-
rector Douglas Holtz-Eakin

has estimated that as many as
1.5 million new jobs could be
added to the economy nation-
wide by repealing the federal
estate tax.

Yet when it comes to
black-owned business,
there’s another – and perhaps
more important – reason to
repeal the tax: wealth cre-
ation.

One of the ways fami-
lies improve their lives over
time is when one generation
leaves money to the next. This
is especially important to
black families, whose ability
to build wealth didn’t truly
begin until after the civil
rights movement. Estate
taxes, unfortunately, make it
more difficult for this to hap-
pen.

A study by Boston Col-
lege professors John Havens
and Paul Schervish several
years ago estimated that be-
tween 2001 and 2055, the first
half of this century, the fed-
eral estate tax will wipe out
between 11 percent and 13
percent of all African-Ameri-
can wealth. This one tax
alone, the BC experts said,
would cost African-American
households between $192 bil-
lion and $257 billion. Imag-
ine what that money could do
if it was invested in educa-
tion, businesses, and jobs.

The tax also erodes
Black purchasing power. Ac-
cording to the Selig School of
Business at the University of
Georgia, American Blacks
now have an after-tax spend-
ing capacity of nearly $1 tril-
lion per year. Imagine how
much this would increase if
Washington didn’t grab 45
percent (the current estate tax
rate) of everything accumu-
lated by America’s most suc-
cessful Blacks – simply be-
cause they died.



                Visit the church of your choice on Sunday

JOSHUA CHAPEL CHRISTIAN METHODIST
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1006 Yeager Lane, Suite 102-A        Austin, Texas

Sunday  Services
Sunday School                10:00 A.M.
Worship Service             11:00 A.M.

WEDNESDAY   Bible Study            6:30 P.M.
SATURDAY New

 Member Assimilation 10:00 A.M.

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He exhibited is
Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you. For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday  School 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service
Thursday: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study  7:00 PM

Call 454-1547 for Transporation
Website www.agapebcaustintx.org

Jesus is Coming Again
The church fellowship where everybody can be somebody!

Maranatha Faith Center
4930 South Congress Avenue, C-302  512-750-4628 512-804-2537

Sunday School 9:00-10:00 A.M.
Morning Service       10:00 A.M. -12Noon

Floyd Fontenot, Sr., Founder Floyd Fontenot, Jr., Pastor

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723

Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Site-

stpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT-
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.
      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium     5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School              9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street   512-478-1875   Fax: 512-478-1892

Radio Ministry (KIXI 970 AM 9:00 A.M.
TV Ministry (ACTV. Ch 32) 9:00 A.M.
Bus Ministry                                   Call 512-478-1875

     Sunday Services
Worship Service 8:00 A.M.
Sunday School 9:00 A.M.
Discipleship Training            10:00 A.M.
Worship Service               11:00 A.M.

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service          7:00 P.M.
           Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Rev. Marvin C. Griffin
Pastor

Rev. H. Ed Calahan
Pastor

Sunday Services

Wednesday Service                   7:00 - 8:00 P.M.
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St Annie A.M.E. Church
1711 Newton Street
Austin, Texas 78704

Voice mail   (512) 444-4509
E-mail: saamechurch@peoplepc.com

Church School       9:30 A.M. Sun
Morning Worship  10:45 A.M. Sun

Bible Study  7:30 P.M. Sun.

Rev. Derwin D. Gipson, Pastor

AFRICAN ASSEMBLIES of GOD
CHURCH

A growing church ministering to African American and
other nationals

Come worship with us

Sunday Worship 11:30 A.M.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting    6:45 P.M.

Place of Worship
The Church of Glad Tidings     2700 Northland Dr.   Austin, TX 78756

For more information, contact Pastor Jonah Ghartey
512-873-8103    www.allnationschurch@yahoo.com

David Chapel Missionary Baptist Church
2211 East MLK Blvd.   Office: 512-472-9748    Fax: 512-472-5399

Sunday Services
Discipleship Training     8:15 A.M.
Sunday School                  9:00 A.M.
Worship                           10:00 A.M.

Rev. Joseph C. Parker Jr.
Pastor

Nursery services available

DOUBLE “R” GROCERY
We cash ALL Tax Refund

Checks
Check Out

THE AIRPORT FLEE MARKET
Saturdays and Sundays

450l East Martin luther King Blvd.

1149 Airport Blvd.

Serving Austin since 1970
Let us Fill your next Perscription!

SAVE TIME
Ask your doctor to call

your prescription in to us
and we’ll have it  ready for you

when you get here!

2115 E. MLK Blvd.
512-476-7338

Austin, Texas 78702
www.PHRX.Net

Open  Mon-Fri 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat 9 a.m. - Noon

HOSPITAL PHARMACY

Rosewood  Avenue Missionary Baptist Church
1820 Rosewood Avenue, Austin, Texas 78702

  (512) 476-8201   Fax (512) 476-5693

Weekly Services
Sunday School   9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship   11:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Bible Fellowship  6:30 p.m.

Rev. Coby Shorter, III
Pastor

The Spencer & Ora Lee Nobles
“Hope Center”  (512) 476-6722

Websi te :
www.rosewoodbaptistchurch.org

“Divine Enpowerment for Bold Ministries”

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

 

Rev. Lois Hayes, Pastor

Advancing the Ministry -
Expanding the Church

Baked items, handcrafted jewelry, sewn crafts,
Dudley Products, home made chili, gumbo,
turkey legs, kettle corn, cotton candy

and much more!
Saturday, December 19th

 10am until 4pm
Joshua Chapel CME Church

1006 Yager Lane Suite D
Austin, TX  78753

(512)339-PRAY
                    Rev. Lois Hayes, Pastor
                      Rev. Trever Barnett,
                           Presiding Elder
             Bishop Ronald M. Cunningham,
                          Presiding Prelate

Bring 2 canned goods or make a $1 donation
to help support our seasonal charitable efforts.

Christmas Bazaar

Church news,
or announcements?

If so, send to
 vil3202@aol.com

Lone Star Missionary
Baptist Church, 268 Shiloh
Road, Bastrop, Rev. Fred
Blackman, Pastor, cordially in-
vites each and everyone to a
Love Program for Keshia Wil-
son, due to illness, on Satur-
day, December 12, 2009 @ 6:00
PM.

The guests will include
youth choirs, groups, solo-

ists, from Austin, Bastrop
and surrounding areas.

Theme: The Lord is
my light and my salvation;
whom shall  I  fear? The
Lord is the Strength of my
life; of whom shall I be
afraid?  Psalm 27:1

For more information
contact Sandra Moore @
512-308-9661.

Love Program for Keshia
Wilson at Lone Star

   The George Washington
Carver Museum and Cul-
tural Center and the Carver
Ambassadors, Inc. will
present the 2009 Festival of
Trees. The event will be
Thursday, December 17
from 3 pm to 5 p.m, at the
Carver Museum, 1165
Angelina in the Boyd Vance
Theatre.
   The event is called the “Sil-
ver Bell Social” and is a
jazzy celebration gift to
Austin’s Senior Citizens.
The special guest will be Dr.
James Polk, Kevin Scott,
Michael Stevens and Pamela
Hart.
   The  event is free, but res-
ervations are required and
must be made no later than
Monday, December 14.
   For more information, call
(512) 974-4926.

“Silver Bell Social”
 at the Carver

Many of you who live or
grew up in Black communi-
ties in the United States have
probably heard of “Watch
Night Services,” the gather-
ing of the faithful in church
on New Year’s Eve.

The service usually be-
gins anywhere from 7 p.m. To
10 p.m. And ends at midnight
with the entrance of the New
Year.

Some folks come to
church first, before going out
to celebrate. For others, church
is the only New Year’s Eve
event.

Like many others, I al-
ways assumed that Watch
Night was a fairly standard
Christian religious service —
made a bit more Afro centric
because that’s what happens
when elements of Christian-
ity become linked with the
Black Church. Still, it seemed

that predominately White
Christian churches did not
include Watch Night services
on their calendars, but fo-
cused instead on Christmas
Eve programs. In fact, there
were instances where clergy
in mainline denominations
wondered aloud about the
propriety of linking religious
services with a secular holi-
day like New Year’s Eve.

However, there is a rea-
son for the importance of
New Year’s Eve services in
African American congrega-
tions. The Watch Night Ser-
vices in Black communities
that we celebrate today can
be traced back to gatherings
on December 31, 1862, also
known as “Freedom’s Eve.”

On that night, Blacks
came together in churches
and private homes all across
the nation, anxiously await-

ing news that the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation actually
had become law. Then, at the
stroke of midnight, it was
January 1, 1863, and all slaves
in the Confederate States were
declared legally free .

When the news was re-
ceived, there were prayers,
shouts and songs of joy as
people fell to their knees and
thanked God.

Black folks have gath-
ered in churches annually on
New Year’s Eve ever since,
praising God for bringing us
safely through another year.

It’s been 145 years since
that first Freedom’s Eve and
many of us were never taught
the African American history
of Watch Night, but tradition
still brings us together at this
time every year to celebrate
“how we got over.”

Why do Blacks celebrate Watch
Night Service?Author Unknown

Monday, December 28 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Kwanzaa Celebration @ North Village Branch
African native and educator Elizabeth Kahura will bring

Kwanzaa to life with storytelling, music, and art for all ages at
the North Village Branch, 2505 Steck Ave. Kwanzaa is a
unique African American celebration with a focus on family
values. For more information please call 512-974-9960.

Tuesday, December 29 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Annual Kwanzaa Celebration @ Carver Branch
African native and educator Elizabeth Kahura will bring

Kwanzaa to life with storytelling, music, and art for all ages at
the Carver Branch, 1161 Angelina St. Kwanzaa is a unique
African American celebration with a focus on family values.
For more information please call 512-974-1010.

All events at the Austin Public Library are free and
open to the public.

Celebrate Kwanzaa with the
Austin Public Library



Youth of Today. Hope of Tomorrow.
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Austin students continued
to perform at the top of the 2009
National Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress (NAEP), also
known as the Nation’s Report
Card.

The results for the 18 ur-
ban districts that participated in
this year’s Trial Urban District As-
sessment (TUDA), which is a
component of NAEP, were re-
leased today in the nation’s capi-
tol. NAEP is the only assessment
that allows valid comparisons
among students in urban school
districts in different states.

The participating NAEP
districts in 2009 were: Atlanta,
Austin, Baltimore, Boston, Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg, Chicago,
Cleveland, Detroit, District of
Columbia, Fresno, Houston,
Jefferson County, Los Angeles,
Miami-Dade, Milwaukee, New
York City, Philadelphia, and San
Diego.

Austin ISD’s 2009 Math-
ematics results from the NAEP
demonstrate that in fourth and
eighth grade Mathematics, His-
panic, African American, White,
and economically disadvantaged
students continue to outperform
the Nation, Large Central City
(LCC) schools (cities with popu-
lations of 250,000 or more) and
many districts participating in the
Trial Urban District Assessment
(TUDA).

· AISD eighth graders
outperformed all other TUDA dis-
tricts, LCCs, and National public

Managing campaigns for corporations
around the clock, around the world.

Jeremy Henderson
McCallum High School

By Destini Gorrer
LBJ High School

I can’t complain about
how the basketball season is
coming along!  Even though
our first district game doesn’t
start until Tuesday, December
8, we’ve only had 2 losses.
One loss was to Dripping
Springs and the second to
Cedar Park but, we’ll get Drip-
ping Springs next week.

This Tuesday we
play Lanier at Lanier.  I guess
I’m a little nervous.  I’m a
starting guard and my jersey
# is 4.  Our first home game is

Friday, December 11th against
Crockett High School.  I don’t
want to play and embarrass
myself.  All I think about
while playing in the game is
“Don’t mess up Destini,
they’re watching you!”

I have faith in us but
while basketball is still going
on my grades are my #1 fo-
cus.  I’m still making all A’s
and studying hard for the up-
coming finals because, like
it’s been said, the Freshman
year is probably your most
important year.  It’s also the
year some people feel they can
slack on since they still have
3 more years in high school
but I see that many seniors,
some juniors, seem to regret
that mistake nearing the end
of their high school career.
So….always keep that in
mind !   Until next time .go
Jags ! 

 It’s Basketball Season

Lexus Wren
KIPP This week the

McCallum Knights football
team entered into off-season.
Off-season is when the foot-
ball  team begins getting ready
for next season, lifts weights,
condition and turn in your
equipment. On Monday, We
turned in our hamlets and
cleats and the coaches talked
to all the players, congratu-
lated us on a great season and
went over what we do for this
week. On Tuesday, we turned

in our belts, armor, and
cleaned up the locker room.
On Wednesday, the juniors
and sophomores begin their
weight test, basically that
where they are tested on bench
press, squats, clings. On
Wednesday they did bench
press and did great. On
Thursday they did squats and
did a great a job. On Friday
they did clings and did great.
All the seniors were done and
didn’t stay and left after the
coaches did our attendance.
Once again this was a great a
season and I wish next year’s
squad good luck and con-
tinue to win!!! Well, for the fi-
nal time Who’s House?
Knights House!!! Who Want
Some?!!! One more thing our
coaches announced who was
on the all district teams and
honorable mention. Until
Next Time…..

It’s Off-season at Mccallum

Alonzo Black
Hendrickson High School

Congrats to Ms. Lang-
erts advisory to winning the
can food drive.

December 14th through
December 17th KAC will be
having midterms.The fresh-
man will be having spanish
,algebra,global studies and
english midterms.

The girls and boys bas-
ketball team are having a
game next week so I wish
them the best of luck.

The freshman are still
painting murals,making a
garden and making a recy-
cling program. We have about
one more week to work on our
school projects.When mid-
terms begin we should be fin-
ished with our projects.

Hope everyone is trying
to stay warm.You can donate
warm clothing to many
places,even to the Youth
Brigade.You can drop off
socks,hats and gloves and
that&#39;s any amount you
would like to give you can
drop cloths off at 1223-A Rose-
wood Avenue Austin,TX
78702.

Getting Ready for Midterms

Alon Rodgers
Kelly Lane Middle School

 Last Tuesday the
Hawks basketball team took
on McNeil High School in a 
tough game coming down to
the wire. The Hawks went
into the last minute of the
game with a four point lead,
but quickly found this lead
evaporate by the last few sec-
onds of the game. With four
seconds left Hendrickson,
down by three, shot one more

desperation three pointer as
the buzzer sounded. As the
ball flew through the air it
looked as though it might go
in, but bounced off the back
of the rim. Hendrickson lost
this game in the end 59-62.

            Luckily, the
Hawks got a chance to get
their revenge on McNeil High
School that following Friday.
This time the Hawks played
the team at McNeil High
School’s home court.  With
this game the Hawks proved
that they could bounce back
from defeat with a convincing
73-64 win against the Maver-
icks. The Hawk basketball
teams will be playing in a tour-
nament at Pflugerville High
School December 10-12 and if
you are curious about this
team come and check them
out this tournament.

 

We lost one and won one

Jaquarry Wilson
Kealing Middle School

 Basketball season is
well on its way. The boys’
teams have already played
in the Elgin Tournament
and our season looks very
promising. Unlike the foot-
ball team we lost a game to
our rivals; but our talent is
awesome and we won’t lose

to Pflugerville again. In fact
we will face them early in
January and it is going to be a
shootout.

This week boys and
girls teams play Deseau
Middle School. If you attend
a home game there are some
new seating rules. Students
must sit in the student section
unless attended by a parent.

The band the choir will
hold winter concerts this
week. The concerts are 7 p.m.
Dec. 8 and Dec. 15 in the
cafetorium.

The school dance that
was scheduled for Dec. 4 was
postponed due to bad
weather. It will be resched-
uled.

New seating rules for games

Last Thursday Decem-
ber  3,  2009, The Kealing Girls

Basketball Team won
against The Webb Girls Bas-
ketball Team. The Kealing
Girls had a lead on them the
whole game! I could tell they
have been practicing hard
and doing their best! Al-
though Webb lost the game
they showed good sports-
manship. Good Job! The fi-
nal score was 21-2 with the
Lady Hornets having the
better game! Go Hornets!

schools in Mathematics.
· AISD fourth graders

performed as well or better than
all other TUDA districts, LCCs
and National public schools in
Mathematics.

Eighth Grade Performance
Austin eighth graders per-

formed particularly well, outper-
forming their peers in LCCs and
the Nation, and demonstrated
significant improvement since
both 2005 and 2007. Overall, 39
percent of eighth graders tested
scored at or above the Proficient
level, and 11 percent at the Ad-
vanced level, representing signifi-
cantly greater percentages than
those of LCC’s, National public
schools, and other TUDA dis-
tricts including Houston.

When examining the eighth
grade data by student group, simi-
lar trends emerge, with AISD’s Af-
rican American, Hispanic, White,
and economically disadvantaged
eighth graders outperforming
their peer groups in LCCs and the
Nation.

For example, 70 percent of
White students scored at or
above the Proficient level, com-
pared with 46 percent of White
students in LCCs and 43 percent
of White students in the Nation.
Data for each student group are
presented in Table 1.

Fourth Grade Performance
Austin’s fourth grade stu-

dents continued to perform well
in mathematics, with the district
outperforming LCCs, and per-

forming as well as or better than
16 of 17 other TUDA districts.
Overall, 38 percent of fourth grad-
ers tested scored at or above the
Proficient level, and six percent
scored at the Advanced level,
representing significantly greater
percentages than those of LCCs,
and most TUDA districts includ-
ing Houston. (Charlotte was the
only TUDA district outperform-
ing Austin, with 45 percent of stu-
dents scoring at or above Profi-
cient and 10 percent scoring at
Advanced.)

At fourth grade, Austin’s
Hispanic, economically disad-
vantaged, and White student
groups scored significantly bet-
ter than their peers in many
TUDA districts, LCCs and the
Nation. For example, 74 percent
of AISD’s White students scored
at or above the proficient level,
compared with 55 percent in LCCs
and 50 percent in the Nation. (For
more examples of student group
performance, see Table 1.)

Similar to results for the
Texas Assessment of Knowledge
and Skills (TAKS), gaps in per-
formance on NAEP between
White students and other student
groups persist. However, gaps
appear to be shrinking.

Results for the mathemat-
ics test may be accessed at the
following website: http://
www.nationsreportcard.gov and
http://www.nces.ed.gov. Results
for Reading and Science will be
released in Spring 2010.

 Austin 8th Grade Students Out perform the
Nation, Large Central Cities, and Other Urban

Districts in Mathematics

Thousands expected at
21st Annual YMCA of Austin
Children’s Christmas Party

AUSTIN – More than
2,500 children and parents
are expected to fill the Delco
Center on Saturday, Decem-
ber 12, from 10:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. for the 21st Annual
YMCA of Austin Children’s
Christmas Party – one of
Austin’s largest holiday com-
munity events.

The party – which is
free and open to the public –
offers games, snacks, holiday
arts and crafts activities and
a personal visit with Santa
Claus himself. Every child in
attendance will receive a new,
wrapped holiday gift. Attend-
ees must pre-register at the
East Communities and
TownLake YMCAs to ensure
adequate supplies are on
hand. The Delco Center is lo-
cated at 4601 Pecan Brook Dr.,
at the intersection of Hwy. 183
and Springdale Rd. More in-
formation is available by call-
ing the East Communities
YMCA at (512) 933-YMCA
(9622) or at
www.austinymca.org.

The YMCA’s annual
holiday party has become a
much-anticipated event for
local families and children,
with attendance growing

from about 100 children in
1989 to well over 2,000 in re-
cent years. More than 500
YMCA staff and volunteers
help put on the event.

The YMCA is collabo-
rating with several local agen-
cies, including SafePlace, the
Salvation Army and the
Housing Authority of the City
of Austin (HACA) to ensure
that deserving children are
able to attend. Several local
businesses assisted the
YMCA by donating invalu-
able resources to the produc-
tion of the party, including the
Southside Market & BBQ,
Calendar Club, Target, Capi-
tal One and Raymond James
Financial Services.

The YMCA of Austin
currently serves more than
40,000 active members and
provides program services to
an additional 40,000 people
citywide. Founded in 1953,
the YMCA of Austin is a non-
profit organization dedicated
to building a healthy spirit,
mind and body for all. The
YMCA puts Christian prin-
ciples into practice through
programs that promote good
health, strong families, char-
acter values, youth leader-
ship, community develop-
ment and international un-
derstanding.

Santa ClAUS TO MAKE STOP
AT DELCO CENTER

AUSTIN, Texas - Rep-
etition is the mother of skill.
In her new book releasing

nationwide this week, “Silly
Simon,” local author Shirley
M. Gebert sweeps readers
into a fun-to-read tale, using
sound bombardment to as-
sist in child speech develop-
ment.

Silly Simon’s search
for sandwiches will have
parents, teachers, and
speech therapists laughing
with their children as they
hear and “re-hear” the /s/
sound.

The book is available
at any bookstore nation-
wide or can be ordered
through the publisher at
www.tatepublishing.com/
bookstore, or by visiting
b a r n e s a n d n o b l e . c o m ,
amazon.com or target.com.

Gebert graduated from
the University of Wiscon-
sin—Eau Claire with a de-
gree in Communications
and worked as a newspaper
reporter. She completed Act
One Writing program for
screenwriters in 2002, and
completed coursework in
Communication Sciences
Disorders in 2004.

The inspiration for
“Silly Simon” hit while
practicing the /s/ sound
with her nephew. After hear-
ing the impromptu story, he
requested to hear it over and
over again, and it eventually
evolved into the book. The
author currently works as a
freelance writer with her
company Tailored Ink! in
Austin, Texas.

For more information,
please contact Traci Jones,
Marketing Representative,
at (888) 361-9473 or send an
email to traci@ tate publis-
hing.com.

New kids’ book aids speech development

 Youth Brigade
Sponsorship Available
Call for info 476-0082

The VILLAGER YOUTH
BRIGADE

Youth  of  today
Hope of  Tomorrow!
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BLACK  REGISTRY
Is Now Available at The Villager

office or  particapating
 business locations throughout the

Greater Austin Area.
Call (512) 476-0082

to reserve your copy.
($2 per book.)

ACC RegisACC RegisACC RegisACC RegisACC Regis

Samsung

 WASHINGTON
(NNPA) - Sherrie Gilchrist,
the first woman to chair the
95,000-member National
Black Chamber of Commerce,
says she will focus on busi-
ness empowerment and edu-
cation as difficulties mount
for small African-American
owned businesses in a turbu-
lent economy.

“The primary focus is
bridging the empowerment
gap in our communities and
I think if we can accomplish
that it’ll be a great year,” said
Gilchrist, who has sat on the
board of the Black business
advocacy group since 2000
and has headed the Tennes-
see Multicultural Chamber of
Commerce since its inception
in 1999 as its president and
chief executive officer.

Under Gilchrist’s
NBCC chairmanship, which
begins in January, the Wash-
ington-D.C.-based organiza-
tion will undergo a total re-
structuring in order to
strengthen its reach at the lo-
cal level. Amidst America’s
ailing economy, already
hard on small businesses,
she will be tasked to hold
NBCC’s local affiliates ac-
countable and to assure that
the national chamber is able
to provide the chapters the
necessary support and ex-
pertise to forge growth. As a
part of its strategy, the Cham-
ber plans to write and pub-
lish a number of new train-
ing manuals for their local
chapters and, under
Gilchrist’s leadership, will
unveil a new affiliate evalu-
ation process that local chap-
ters must meet to be certified
as viable NBCC chapters.

“Training is going
to be a big factor,” says Harry
Alford, NBCC co-founder,
president and CEO. “We will
be training the trainers so we
can provide people in Cleve-
land, Denver and places that
have local chapters [with in-

 By Pharoh
MartinNNPA National

Correspondent

formation] that will be viable
to their communities and help
start new businesses that help
provide capital access and
create jobs.

”Gilchrist will have
plenty on her plate for her first
year with small businesses
operating in the faint
economy that shows double
digit job loss nationally and
diminished bank-lending op-
portunities that are sorely
needed to expand resources.
Small businesses are also tre-
mendously affected because
they must remain competitive
with large companies in order
to attract quality employees,
who desire benefits such as
health care.

 “Many of the difficul-
ties that face small businesses
are tenfold than those that
face large corporations,”
Gilchrist said. “But the burden
- although 80 percent of the
businesses in America are
small businesses - [is that] the
larger corporations get the
major discounts. Small busi-
ness owner pay three times the
price point per individual
employee than a large corpo-
ration. Although we are not
against large corporations get-
ting a discount for a number
of employees, but it should not
be triple the amount that small
businesses pay.

”Gilchrist is hopeful that
that the economy will make a
significant recovery in the
next 12 to 18 months and that
the NBCC can help eliminate
some of the disparity gaps that
exist in the Black employer

and employee sectors. NBCC
leaders naturally anticipate
obstacles. But, as small busi-
ness advocates, they some-
times encounter hurdles in
unexpected places.For ex-
ample, when President
Obama held a forum on “Jobs
and Economic Growth,” at
the White House Dec. 3 to
seek job creation ideas, the
forum included union lead-
ers, economists and corporate
executives but not much in
the form of representation of
the small business sector,
Alford observes

.“There were no small
business people there! We
weren’t invited,” Alford said.
“The U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce wasn’t invited. The
Federation of Independent
Business wasn’t invited.
They didn’t have one small
business there! So what are
they doing? That was going
to Harvard or Princeton or
something. That wasn’t the
real deal.” Conversely, the
Department of Labor reported
the lowest monthly job losses
last month since the recession
began almost two years ago.
In November, U.S. jobs de-
clined by 11,000. But the
Black jobless rate remained
consistent with the previous
month’s numbers at above 15
percent.

That’s where the NBCC
comes in.“We have to go out
and address unemployment
ourselves,” Alford said. “We
can’t depend on government
to do it. The government
hasn’t done it, doesn’t know
how to do it. So it’s going to
have to come from non-profit
organizations and associa-
tions that are living out there
with the people. Until elected
officials learn how to do it we
have to do it. So we’re not go-
ing to sit back and wait for
something to happen. We are
going to shake the trees and
make it happen.

”Alford anticipates his
organization’s new chair and
her successful background as
an accomplished business
leader will pay big dividends
when she takes over in Janu-
ary. Under Gilchrist’s leader-
ship, the Tennessee
Multicultural Chamber of
Commerce secured $233 mil-
lion in contracts for local
black-owned businesses over
the past six-years. It also es-
tablished a populous and
ethnically diverse member-
ship that forced the organiza-
tion to change its name from
the Chattanooga African-
American Chamber of Com-
merce to the “Multicultural”
name that it uses today, ac-
cording to the group’s
website.

“Sherrie is an expert
manager from the way she
has run her Chamber there in
Tennessee,” said Alford.
“She brings a lot of good qual-
ity administration skills that
will compliment what we do.
We work the outside and she
works the inside as manager.
That’s what she’s going to
bring to the table.”

New NBCC Chair
Sherie Gilchrist

New Chair of the National Black Chamber of
Commerce Leads Organization Upstream

After a nationwide
search, Austin City Manager
Marc Ott has selected Robert
Gedert, a recognized national
leader in solid waste manage-
ment research, analysis and
planning, to lead the City of
Austin’s Solid Waste Services
Department.

Gedert, a former Source
Reduction and Recycling
Branch Chief for the Indiana
Department of Environmental
Management, was most re-
cently the Executive Director
for the California Resource
Recovery Association.

Throughout his career,
Gedert has been responsible
for designing, developing
and operating solid waste
and recycling programs at a
City, County, and State level.
He is an accomplished profes-
sional with more than 30
years experience in recycling
collection and solid waste fa-
cilities.

Gedert has designed
and operated several material
recovery facilities (MRFs) in
Ohio in the cities of Cincin-
nati, Hillsboro and St. Mary’s.

“‘Mr. Gedert brings vast
experience in the solid waste
and recycling industry,” City
Manager Ott said. . “I am con-
fident as we move forward
with the Solid Waste Master
Plan for the City of Austin, his
background will help ensure
that we provide effective and
efficient solid waste services
that focus on meeting our Zero
Waste goals.”

Gedert, who begins Feb.
1, will oversee a department
of 398 employees with a bud-
get of $66 million. Solid Waste
Services provides integrated
waste management services
including Pay As You Throw
garbage, recycling, brush and
bulky collection. The depart-
ment will lead implementa-
tion of the Zero Waste Plan.

City Manager
appoints Director

of Solid Waste
Services

The final day of classes
before Austin students begin
Winter Break is Thursday,
December 17. All District staff
will work through Friday, De-
cember 18.

Campus and adminis-
trative staff will return to
work on Monday, January 4,
2010. Classes will resume for
all students on Tuesday,
January 5.

Austin Schools,
Offices To Close for

Winter Break

The City of Austin’s Chan-
nel 6 government television
broadcast recently became avail-
able for AT&T U-verse custom-
ers. The City of Austin program-
ming can be reached via chan-
nel 99, under the icon Austin
Channels, where it is listed as
“City of Austin TV Channel 6.”
The programming will include
public meetings, news confer-
ences, live music from City Hall
plaza concerts and educational
videos about City services. The
channel is also available to Time
Warner and Grande cable cus-
tomers on Channel 6. In addi-
tion, Austin residents can stay
informed through the City’s
Webcasts of all Channel 6 pro-
gramming.
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with thewith thewith thewith thewith the

 V V V V Villaillaillaillaillaggggger!er!er!er!er!
Cal lCal lCal lCal lCal l

476-0082.476-0082.476-0082.476-0082.476-0082.

City Of
Austin’s Channel
6 programming

extended to AT&T

Special to the NNPA from the Afro-American Newspapers (NNPA)
- Golf star Tiger Woods has allegedly offered his wife an immediate
payout and a large increase in their prenuptial agreement if she stays
with him amid reports of his infidelity.According to Chicago Sun-Times
columnist Bill Zwecker, a lawyer familiar with Woods’ situation said
Elin Nordegren has already been offered a $5 million payment if she
agrees to remain by the golfer’s side.The lawyer also allegedly told
Zwecker that the couple’s prenuptial agreement is being revised to give
her an additional $55 million. Woods and Nordegren’s original 2004
prenup was reportedly worth $20 million after 10 years of marriage,
according to the lawyer. (“But in light of a string of women coming
forward to say they had affairs with Tiger since his marriage, Elin has
demanded that the prenup be rewritten,” Zwecker wrote. (“The links
legend’s spouse is reportedly being paid a hefty seven-figure amount —
immediately transferred [sic] into an account she alone controls — to
stick with her husband. Zwecker said the amount of the 2004 prenuptial
agreement’s payout would be greatly increased, and the length of time
the couple would have to stay together would be shortened.Woods has
been the target of public scrutiny since he crashed his Cadillac SUV near
his home in the early morning hours of Nov. 27. Media reports quickly
centered on allegations of Woods’ infidelity, and on Dec. 2 he admitted
to “transgressions” against his family, but did not go into detail.

Woods Allegedly Offers Wife
Millions to Stay
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Texas Lottery

Tim Sulak for Judge
By Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Just recently, Tim Sulak
announced his intention to
run for the 353rd Judicial Dis-
trict Court. Tim Sulak choose
to run for judgeship for sev-
eral reasons, such as, his vast
experience civil matter and
the desire to restore the re-
spect of legal system and for
the people using the legal sys-
tem. Over the years, Tim Sulak
has represented men, women,
and children regarding civil
matter, in which the 353RD Ju-
dicial Court covers. Moreover,
the 353RD Judicial Court cov-
ers civil matters such as, em-
ployment discrimination, real
estate contracts and disputes,
injuries cases, and challenges
to legislative enactments. Not
only he has vast experience,
he has been involved both in
his party and also in the com-
munity.

Tim Sulak has been in-
volved in local politics and
also has won the support of
local leaders throughout the
city of Austin. Since 1972, he
has voted in Democratic

Tim Sulak

Party primaries. For several
election cycles, he has served
as a delegate for the party. In
the last election, he served as
an alternate Obama delegate
for the national Democratic
party. Furthermore, he has
won the support of local lead-
ers from a cross-section of the
city. For instance, From the
Westside of Austin he has
won the support of state rep-
resentative Donna Howard
and from the Eastside of Aus-
tin he has the support Ora
Houston, who is a community
activist. Consequently, Tim
Sulak campaign has man-
aged to bring the city together.

Furthermore, Tim Sulak
is a distinguished lawyer
who has received numerous
award, while being an active
member of the society. He
served on numerous organi-
zation, such as, the Vice-
Chair of the Texas Commis-
sion for Lawyer Discipline;
served 5 years on the City of
Austin Ethics Review Com-
mission; served as the Past
President of the Austin/
Travis County Bar Associa-
tion; served as the chair of the
Texas Bar Foundation; served
as a fellow of the American
Bar Foundation; served on
the board and executive com-
mittee of both the State Bar of
Texas and the Texas Trial
Lawyers’ Association.

Finally, the voters of
Travis County have a choice
to make between Tim Sulak
and his Democrat opponent.
Moreover, both candidates
have been active in their com-
munity and outstanding law-
yer. However, the voters will
have to vote for the individual
who will best serve as a judge
for the entire county.

Abidjan, the largest city
in Ivory Coast can be de-
scribed as a coastal city with
tall buildings and paved
roads that was at once the un-
disputable “gateway” and the
“magnet” of West Africa.

The majority of trade
going into and leaving for
landlocked countries like
Burkina Faso, Mali, and
Niger passed through the port
of Abidjan. It was a magnet
for migrant and immigrants
from the rest of Africa and the
world. People came all over
the world to achieve their
dream in Abidjan. However,
Abidjan began to decline for
several reasons.

In the past twenty years,
Abidjan has seen a decline
due to the economic crisis and
political instability caused by
several attempt of military

A look at Abidjan
coups.

When the price of cocoa
fell, the country had hard time
meeting its own budget and
obligation to foreign debt.
Consequently, the country
and the city of Abidjan faced
hard time.

The dream of millions
of individuals began to fade.
The hard time led to un-rest,
which in turn the politicians
used the military to create so-
cial trouble.

As the downward spi-
ral continued, a rebellion was
formed in September of 2002
to overthrow the constitution-
ally established government.
However, the government
was able to thwart the initial
rebel military coup, but wasn’
t appeal to totally “squash”
the rebels, which led to find
safe haven in the northern

parts of the region of the coun-
try. As a result, the military
unrest caused thousands of
foreigners and investors be-
gan to leave Abidjan and the
rest of the country.

However, the govern-
ment recently signed a peace
agreement that is supposed to
lead to elections. Conse-
quently, investments are start-
ing to come back to Abidjan.

Abidjan is slowly re-es-
tablishing itself as the city
where dream are accom-
plished. Foreign investors are
slowly coming back. The port
of Abidjan is back on track to
be once again the “gateway”
of trade of goods coming in
and out of the entire West Af-
rican region. Also, foreigners
are trickling back to a city that
was one of the most modern
in the region.

Snapshot of city council By Tsoke Adjavon

The Austin City Coun-
cil will convene December 10,
2009 at city hall. During the
next meeting the city will be
hearing testimonies and also
voting on items set before the
council. Moreover, their vote
will either add new regula-
tions or take away certain
regulations. Consequently,
the regular citizens living and
working in Austin should be
involved in the process be-
cause the council’s vote af-
fects everyone in Central
Texas. The council will be
dealing with a range of is-
sues, such as, city’s energy,
contract and land manage-
ment, health and human ser-
vices, law, neighborhood

housing and community de-
velopment, police, public
work, solid waste, and trans-
portation. The Austin Hous-
ing Finance Corporation
Boards of Directors will also
met on December 10, 2009 af-
ter the regular city’s council.
For instance, Item 24, “Autho-
rize negotiation and execu-
tion of a nine-month contract
with Austin Revitalization
Authority for operational ex-
penses to continue imple-
mentation of the East 11th
and 12th Streets Redevelop-
ment Program in an amount
not to exceed $110,000. Fund-
ing is available in the Fiscal
Year 2009-2010 Operating
Budget of Neighborhood

Housing and Community De-
velopment Office.”

The Pflugerville city
council will convene on De-
cember 8, 2009 at city hall. The
council will discuss and vote
on issues dealing ordinances
annexation of land, resolu-
tions; executive session; pre-
sentation about the city of
Pflugerville; shooting range
in Pflugerville; and establish-
ment of reinvestment zones.
For instance, the city council
will voting to amend the city’s
solid waste rate. Also, the city
council will be voting to
award contracting. For ex-
ample, Item 9 states that the
city will be “awarding a con-
tract in the amount of

$2,913,782.00 to Central Road
and Utility, Ltd. for construc-
tion of the Water Treatment
Plant 3MG Clearwell No. 2
and Backwash Clarifier En-
hancements project and au-
thorize the Interim City Man-
ager to execute the construc-
tion agreement.” Furthermore
other action taking by the city
council includes, “Approving
parkland dedication as well
as a supplement to the Parks
Improvement and Mainte-
nance Agreement for approxi-
mately 95.21 acres of open
space located within the
Highland Park subdivision
between Kingston Lacy Bou-
levard and Great Basin Av-
enue.”

African Dance Class
West African Dance Class — Open Level.

Dances from Guinea will be taught to live drum-
ming. Dancers will learn phrases to specific
rhythms, get familiar with timing, and focus on
West African style. Class level will adjust to
match ability levels of students. Please wear
clothes to move freely (shake your booty) and
perspire in. Teacher Kimberly Caterino studied
under master dancer Sidiki Sylla (Ballet
Djoliba) for 11 years and studied in Guinea. She
performed with Jeh Kulu 2001-08 (http://
www.jehkulu.org/) and currently performs with
Lannaya in Austin (http://www.lannaya.com/) .



EMPLOYMENT/BIDS/PROPOSALS /
PUBLIC/INFORMATION/

FOR SALE/FOR RENT/MISC

JANITORIAL WORKERS
NEEDED

ISS Facility Services, Inc. has
openings for supervisory, floor
men, and general cleaners for
part-time evening employment.
Apply at ISS Facility Services,
Inc. Austin, M-F, between 4-6
pm, 8101 Cameron Road # 304.
ISS Facility Services, Inc. is an
Equal opportunity Employer
(EOE) and promotes a Diverse
Workforce.

December 11,  2009/THE VILLAGER/Page 7

Employment

Apply at  HR
5930 Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752
Job Line (512) 223-5621
hhtp://www/austincc.ed

EEO/AA/M/F/D/V

Austin
Community

College
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YOUTH
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Youth  of

 today Hope of
Tomorrow!

City of AustinPurchasing
OfficeAdvertisements12/07/2009

On October 2, 1995, a revision to the City’s MBE/WBE DBEs
Ordinance became effective. The Ordinance establishes new goals for MBE/
WBE or DBE Participation Bid/Proposal. Bidders are required to docu-
ment efforts to solicit MBE/WBE or DBEs in the Compliance Plan. The
Goals for each project and the instructions and forms for the Compliance
Plan are included in the MBE/WBE or DBE Program Packet included in the
solicitation. For construction contracts, the MBE/WBE or DBE Program
Packet is a separately bound volume of the Project Manual. ALL BIDS
AND COMPLIANCE PLANS NOT RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE DATE
AND TIME SET FORTH WILL BE RETURNED TO THE BIDDER
UNOPENED. SPECIAL NOTICE: Solicitations issued on behalf of the
Electric Utility Dept. (Austin Energy) are no longer advertised in the
Austin American Statesman. Notices will be posted on the City of Austin
Purchasing website at: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/purchase

A. CONSTRUCTION ADVERTISEMENTS - ALL CON-
STRUCTION SEALED BIDS addressed to the City of Austin will be
received PRIOR TO date and time indicated for the following project(s), in
the Reception Area, 10th FL., Ste. 1045, Contract and Land Management
Department, CLMD, One Texas Center (OTC), 505 Barton Springs Rd.,
Austin, TX, then publicly opened and read aloud in the 10th FL. Confer-
ence Room, Ste. 1045, unless otherwise indicated in the advertisement. All
Bids received after the time set forth will be returned to the bidder un-
opened. The OWNER’s Official opening the Bids shall establish the time
for opening of the Bids. All Bid Deposits are refundable upon return of
documents within the specified time frame and in good condition, unless
otherwise indicated. UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, Project Manu-
als, Plans and Addenda may be obtained at the Office of Engineering De-
sign & Surveying, PWD, Ste. 760, OTC. First time bidders are encouraged
to attend the pre-bid conference to assure their understanding of Owner’s
bidding and contracting requirements, particularly M/WBE Procurements
Program requirements. Cashiers or Certified Check Payable to the City of
Austin or acceptable Bid Bond must accompany each bid. Bidders will be
required to provide Payment/Performance bonds as specified in the bid-
ding documents. The City reserves the right to reject any and all Bids and
to waive any informality in the bids received.

Bidders must attend any Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference and are
encouraged to attend any non-mandatory Pre-Bid Conference to ensure
their understanding of Owner’s bidding and contracting requirements, par-
ticularly MBE/WBE Procurement Program requirements.  If the Pre-Bid
Conference is mandatory the Bidder must arrive and sign-in within fifteen
(15) minutes of the scheduled start time of the meeting, otherwise the
Bidder will not be allowed to submit a Bid for the project.

1. PILOT KNOB RESERVOIR IMPROVEMENTS (CIP 3920
2207 7266). IFB 6100 CLMC123. Pickup bid docs at OTC, STE 760,
Attn: Gabriel Stan, 974-7151 after 12/7/09. A refundable deposit of $50 is
required. For info: Joe Smith 972-0231. A MANDATORY Vendor Conf
will be held at Waller Creek Ctr, 625 E.10th St., Rm. 104, Austin, TX
78701 at 9:00A on 12/17/09. Offers due prior to 10:30A on 1/14/10.
Compliance plans due prior to 2:30P on 1/14/10.  Offers will be opened
on 1/14/10 at 2:30P.

B. SERVICES AND SYSTEMS CONTRACTING Solicitations
will be issued, and sealed bids or proposals may be received at the Purchas-
ing Office, Municipal Building, 124 W. 8th St., 3rd floor, Room 308/310,
telephone number (512) 974-2500, Austin, TX until the dates and times
specified on following item(s):

B. SOLICITATION SERVICES AND SYSTEMS
1. RDR0038 SURVEY AND INVENTORY OF GOLDEN-

CHEEKED WARBLERS AND BLACK-CAPPED VIREOS. Offers due
prior to 11:30A on 12/22/09.

2. RFP CEA0100 FIREFIGHTER RECRUITING
STRATEGIST.A Vendor Conf. will be held at 124 W. 8th St., 3rd Flr. Conf.
Rm. at 2:00P on 12/16/09. Offers due prior to 2:00P on 1/8/10.

THE CITY OF AUSTIN HEREBY NOTIFIES ALL OFFERORS
THAT IN REGARD TO ANY CONTRACT ENTERED INTO PURSU-
ANT TO THIS ADVERTISEMENT; MINORITY BUSINESS ENTER-
PRISES WILL BE AFFORDED EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES TO SUB-
MIT OFFERS IN RESPONSE TO THIS INVITATION AND WILL NOT
BE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST ON THE GROUNDS OF RACE,
COLOR, SEX, NATIONAL ORIGIN OR DISABILITY IN CONSID-
ERATION FOR AN AWARD.

Looking for a part time offer where you can earn $1400
to $2400 every two weeks? Are  you dedicated? Over
21? Computer literate? And have access to the  internet
one to two hours a week? If you answered yes then we
have your career  waiting for you! Canes Ultralights Inc.
is currently seeking store managers, assistant
managers,payroll reps and payment clerks to work at your
own flexible schedule! And it only takes a little bit of your
time! If you think  you have what Canes Ultralights is
looking for :contact us with your resume @ rjordan 263
cane sultralights @googlemail. com...that’s rjordan263
canesultralights@googlemail.com. Hurry..don’t wait! This
great opportunity is limited so contact Canes Ultralight
Inc. today!

Part -time offer

MBE/WBE/HUB
FTWOODS Construction

Services, Inc. is soliciting MBE/
WBE/DBE  bids for participation
on the following project: COA S I-
35 Segment 1 Slaughter Lane to
Slaughter Creek 36-Inch Transmis-
sion Main, Project No.
IFB6100CLMC122, Bid Date: 12/
17/09 10:30am – Please fax quotes
no later than 12:00am on 12/16/09
to (512)930-3748 Attn: Gary
Gutierrez, Contact Information:
Gary Gutierrez (512) 930-2607

New Jobs for the
Week of 12/07/09

Faculty, Fire Protection
Technology Department Chair

Eastview Campus
Hours as assigned.

Salary is assigned according
to the Full-Time Faculty Salary

Scale.
Job #0911018

Assistant, Admissions
Northridge Campus

Monday - Tuesday, 9:30
a.m. - 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday -
Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.;

occasional Saturdays, 9:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m.

$2,256-$2,820/Monthly
Job #0911030

Technician, Lab
(Biology Department)
Location as assigned.

Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m.
- 5:00 p.m.

$2,487-$3,109/Monthly
Job #0912001

Coordinator, Transfer
Resources

Highland Business Center
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m.

– 5:00 p.m.
$3,174-$3,968/Monthly

Job #0912005

MISC

Looking for a part time
offer where you can earn
$1400 to $2400 every two
weeks? Are you dedicated?
Over 21? Computer literate?
And have access to the
internet one to two hours a
week? If you answered yes
then we have your career
waiting for you! Canes
Ultralights Inc. is currently
seeking store managers, as-
sistant managers, payroll
reps and payment clerks to
work at your own flexible
schedule! And it only takes
a little bit of your time! If you
think you have what Canes
Ultralights is looking for
:contact us with your resume
@rjordan263 canes ultra
lights@googlemail.com...that’s
rjordan263 canes ultra lights
@googlemail.com.

Hurry..don’t wait! This
great opportunity is limited
so contact Canes Ultralight
Inc. today!

Earn $1400
 to $2400

AD TEXT : 2 ENGLISH
BULLDOGS FREE 2 A GOOD
HOME, AKC REGISTERED,
VET CHECKED, IF INTER-
ESTED CONTACT :aleshd taylor
@live.com

The U.S. Census Bureau
is recruiting and testing mo-
tivated individuals to work in
central Texas for the 2010
Census. These temporary po-
sitions offer paid training, re-
imbursement for work-related
mileage, a flexible work sched-
ule up to 40 hours per week
and pay ranging from $8-$24
per hour based on position
and location. Peak hiring will
take place in May but appli-
cants may be offered posi-
tions as early as January.

 “We are committed to
our goal of recruiting indi-
viduals from every neighbor-

Census Bureau Seeking Thousands
of Applicants in Central Texas

hood,” says Gabriel Sanchez,
the Census Bureau’s Re-
gional Director for the Dallas
Region, which is comprised
of Mississippi, Louisiana,
and Texas.  “The decennial
census is mandated at a na-
tional level, but cannot be suc-
cessful without the help and
support from the commu-
nity.”

Census Day is April 1,
2010, and the Census
Bureau’s Dallas Region has
commenced operations to en-
sure that every person is
counted in the 2010 Census.
A total of 38 Local Census

Offices are operating across
Texas. Based on the
workload, these offices will
need to recruit and employ
approximately 84,000 work-
ers during peak 2010 Census
operations throughout the
state.

To apply for employ-
ment, applicants should call
(866)861-2010 to schedule a
basic 30-minute employment
test which will include basic
math, reading and organiza-
tion skills.  Applicants may
visit www. 2010census jobs.
gov to find a sample test.

W A S H I N G T O N
(NNPA) - Black and Hispanic
children have suffered higher
proportional death rates from
the H1N1 virus (swine flu)
than their White
counterparts.According to
the Center for Disease Control
(CDC), Black and Hispanic
children have a greater num-
ber of H1N1 deaths since the
epidemic started sweeping
the nation last March. The
agency is not clear about the
reason for the disparities, but
speculate that they are asso-
ciated with “underlying con-
ditions” or going to the doc-
tor quick enough.“Blacks and
Hispanics are represented in
a greater proportion among
seasonal and H1N1 deaths in
children, than their represen-
tation in the US population,”
says a report from the Centers
for Disease Control, released
to the NNPA News Service.
“The reasons for more severe
outcomes among black and
Hispanics are unknown but
may be related to the fre-
quency of underlying condi-
tions that increase the risk for
influenza complications in
that population or the timing
of medical care and or
treatment…This racial ethnic
disparity requires further
study.”In the most recent
numbers acquired, from Sept.
1 to the end of October, Black
children made up 32 percent
of the children who had died
from the virus although they
comprise only about 12 per-
cent of the nation’s popula-
tion of children; Hispanic chil-
dren made up 21 percent of
children who had died al-
though they make up only 15
percent of the nation’s popu-
lation of children. On the
other hand, White children,
who make up 67 percent of

H1N1 Deaths of Black and Hispanic
 Children at Higher Rates Than Whites

the nation’s population of
children, made up only 25
percent of the children who
had died.The rate of death for
regular seasonal flu among
Black, Hispanic and White
children is also racially dis-
parate – at 18 percent, 25 per-
cent, and 42 percent
respectively.Dr. Louis
Sullivan, former president
and founder of the
Morehouse School of Medi-
cine, who agrees with the
CDC pertaining to “underly-
ing conditions”, explained.
He said due to factors such
as disparately bad nutrition,
asthma, diabetes and obesity
among Black and Hispanic
youth, their general health is
overall disproportionately
poor; therefore a serious virus
like H1N1 have more severe
affects.For example, Sullivan
says the combination of
asthma and H1N1 and also
seasonal flu, can lead to
death. “African-Americans
and Hispanics have a high
concentration in low-income
neighborhoods,” Sullivan
said. “Poor communities
have higher incidents of
asthma. [It] is one condition
that increases susceptibility
to influenza.” In 1993, Afri-
can- Americans between the
ages of 5 to 20 were four to six
times more likely than Whites
to die from asthma. Substan-
dard housing resulting in in-
creased exposure to indoor
allergens, inadequate access
to health care, and the failure
to take appropriate medica-
tions contribute to the asthma
in African-Americans.
Sullivan also says the lack of
well balanced meals and ac-
curate nutritional awareness
plays a major role in the
deaths. “People who are sus-
ceptible to the flu are affected
by levels of nutrition,”
Sullivan said. “Clearly, the

nutrition among African-
Americans and Hispanics
will be less than that of
Whites, because of a higher
level of poverty and lack of
affordability.”Shantel Moss
knows firsthand experience
with the H1N1. Twenty -year-
old Moss was diagnosed
with the virus back in July.
She is a Black woman, with
no previous ailments. “When
I got the swine flu, I was re-
ally scared. The symptoms
were horrible, but I lived”
Moss said. “There was an-
other [Black]lady at the health
center that had swine flu, but
she also had diabetes. She
looked seriously ill.”For every
Caucasian with diabetes, 1.6
African-Americans have dia-
betes. This is a huge dispar-
ity for the African-American
community; considering the
Caucasian population out-
numbers Blacks by over 60
percent. “Diabetes and obe-
sity is highest in African-
Americans and Hispanics,
than any other race,” Sullivan
said. “These issues can cause
a lower immunity to
H1N1.”Sullivan was not sur-
prised by the CDC’s finding.
However, he believes more
research on the matter needs
to be done to pinpoint specific
reasons. “The precise causes
are hard to distinguish,” he
said. “This study requires
many cases to evaluate. It
wouldn’t surprise me if it
takes six months to a year to
find accurate
results.”Meanwhile, the CDC
suggests simple preventive
methods. They include wash-
ing hands often, using anti-
bacterial hand rubs, avoiding
touching the face with un-
clean hands and avoiding
contact with infected persons.
These measures can be used
to prevent contraction of the
virus.

By Nicole Austin
 NNPA Special
 Correspondent

NEW YORK ( NNPA) -
For a little more than a half
hour at the Military Academy
at West Point Dec. 1, Presi-
dent Barack Obama put his
stamp on the war in Afghani-
stan. After putting the eight-
year long conflict in political
and historical perspective, he
explained why he decided to
deploy an additional 30,000
soldiers to the war-torn coun-
try over the next six months.

During his cam-
paign, Obama said he would
carefully consider and review
the situations abroad, par-
ticularly in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, before making a deci-
sion. “This review is now
complete,” he said, well into
his speech. “And as com-
mander-in-chief, I have deter-
mined that it is in our vital
national interest to send an
additional 30,000 U.S.
troops to Afghanistan. After
18 months, our troops will
begin to come home. These
are the resources that we
need to seize the initiative,
while building the Afghan
capacity that can allow for
a responsible transition of
our forces out of Afghani-
stan.”

Many pundits who
have tracked the president’s

moves over the last year or so
were not surprised by the de-
cision, since it appears to be
consistent with his centrist,
pragmatic judgments. His
commander in Afghanistan,
Gen. Stanley McChrystal, had
requested 40,000 troops and
the president’s other advisers
were more comfortable with
10,000. But he went straight
down the middle, with an eye
toward appeasing those on
the left and right. Increasing
the military presence in Af-
ghanistan has been widely
approved by Republicans,
though some are clearly not
pleased with the timeline as
part of the exit strategy.

 On the other hand, sev-
eral Democrats are very dis-
appointed about the escala-
tion, which they see as no end
and eventually calling for
even more troops. Many are
also concerned about the cost
factor—at a minimum it will
require another $30 billion
annually from an already rav-
aged economy.

Obama, in very sober
terms, spelled out a few de-
tails and the overall objective
of his mission. “We will pur-
sue the following objectives
within Afghanistan: We must
deny al Qaeda a safe haven;
we must reverse the Taliban’s
momentum and deny it the
ability to overthrow the gov-

ernment; and we must
strengthen the capacity of
Afghanistan’s security forces
and government so that they
can take lead responsibility
for Afghanistan’s future

. “We will meet these
objectives in three ways,” he
continued. “First, we will pur-
sue a military strategy that
will break the Taliban’s mo-
mentum and increase
Afghanistan’s capacity over
the next 18 months.”

 The second objective,
Obama announced, would be
forging a solid partnership
with the United Nations and
Afghan people “to pursue a
more effective civilian strat-
egy, so that the government
can take advantage of im-
proved security.”

 Thirdly, he said, “We
will act with the full recogni-
tion that our success in Af-
ghanistan is inextricably
linked to our partnership
with Pakistan.” Several crit-
ics of the plan raised ques-
tions about the number of
troops earmarked for Af-
ghanistan, where al Qaeda’s
presence is practically negli-
gible since they have sought
safe havens in Pakistan.

Obama anticipated
some of the criticism, espe-
cially those who compare the
situation in Afghanistan with
Vietnam

Afghanistan Now Called Obama’s War

President Obama speaks at  West Point
 By Herb BoydSpecial

to the NNPA from the
Amsterdam News
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Reagan Raiders Win But Also Lose in Tournament

Reagan High School
was among teams in the Sec-
ond Annual James Bowie
High School Invitational Bas-
ketball Tournament. Reagan
defeated Roosevelt High 62-
34 Friday, Dec. 4, but finally
was knocked out from com-
petition The Reagan Raiders
and Roosevelt Rough Riders
teams seemed easily matched
throughout the first quarter
but Roosevelt, from San An-
tonio, managed to get a 12-11
lead over the Reagan as the
first quarter ended.

With good ball control
and a stepped-up defense the
Raiders moved out front and
gained a 33-16 advantage as
the teams took to the locker
rooms for halftime. Carrying
that technique forward, the
Raiders led 47-24 at the end
of the third and moved on to
victory.

“I think they intimi-
dated us with their strong
post play” said Roosevelt

IT’S IN!—Reagan High’s Joshua Alexander makes 2 points
as William Bryant of Roosevelt High of San Antonio looks on.
Photo by George E. Hardin

TEACHING MOMENT—Head coach Derrick Davis of Reagan High gives pointers to his
players during a game with San Antonio’s Roosevelt High. Photo by George E. Hardin

head coach Ramiro DeLeon.
“We didn’t shift in our de-
fense.” He pointed out that
one of the differences was in
how Reagan players “were
able to knock down shots and
they got us on lay-ups.”

Derrick Davis, head
coach at Reagan coach,
which lost earlier to Bowie 46-
44, said, “Right now we have

only eight kids. The first two
games of the tournament we
were mentally and physically
fatigued. But today the effort
was definitely there and we
got a pretty good win.”

He said in an earlier
comment, “We’re coming into
this tournament after win-
ning the Georgetown tourna-
ment, which is a huge 5-A

tournament with us being 4-
A. And then we went into Del
Valle last Tuesday and they
were ranked 12 in the state,
and beat them.”

However, after defeat-
ing the Roosevelt Rough Rid-
ers, the Raiders again faced
Del Valle on Saturday, Dec. 5.
“We ended up losing in over-
time 61-58,” Davis said.

Rhoshii Wells, Promising Boxer,
Remembered at Birthday Nears

By George Hardin - SportsBeat

Rhoshii Wells

On Dec. 30, the last
Wednesday in this month,
Rhoshii Wells, one of the most
promising boxers to come out
of Austin, would have
reached the age of 33, but,
sadly, he was gunned down
on Aug. 11, 2008, in Las Ve-
gas. He was known for hav-
ing powerful punches, being
fast on his feet and his easy-
going behavior while away
from the ring. Wells repre-
sented the United States in the
Summer Olympics in Atlanta
in 1996 and won a Bronze
Medal in the middleweight
division.

Wells’ skills were no-
ticed by Evander Holyfield,
the only boxer to become
heavyweight champion four
times. Holyfield became
Wells’ mentor and paid for
Wells’ training and traveling
expenses leading up to the
Olympics. He gave the family
$10,000 to help them move to

Las Vegas, one of the nation’s
premier boxing cities.

Wells was fatally shot
in the torso during an alter-
cation that took place while
he was walking with his son
in what was called a “bad
neighborhood” in Las Vegas.
Wells was taken to University
Medical Center, where he
died. His son was not
harmed. Wells was the di-
vorced father of five children.

Roger Randolph, 26,
was arrested on a fugitive
warrant near Kingman, Ariz.,
and charged in the killing. He
claimed Wells struck him in
the eye and robbed him of
$100. That was allegedly on
the morning of Aug. 11.
Randolph said he then went
home and got his gun and re-
turned that same night look-
ing for Wells. Randolph
claimed self-defense, but pros-
ecutors charged him murder.
Some witnesses said the two

argued over a woman but
Randolph denied that was
the case.

Wells’ name was de-
rived from that of Ahmad
Rashad, an athlete his father
admired.

Beginning his career in
1997, Wells fought Alejandro
Garcia for the light middle-
weight championship title in
2003 but was stopped in the
11th round. In a rematch,
Wells lost as a result of a TKO
in the ninth round. As a
fighter, Wells won 18 bouts,
10 by knockout; he lost two
and finished two in a draw.
He was nicknamed “The
Great One” and used an or-
thodox stance.

Wells’ father, Frederick
Wells, said that shortly before
the boxer was killed he was
back in the gym training in an
effort make a comeback.

Frederick Wells said his
son became attracted to box-

ing after watching the movie
“Rocky” as a child but Wells’
mother tried to steer him to
basketball and baseball. Wells
was chosen to take part in
“The Contender” boxing
show on ESPN but was
dropped after producers said
he was out of shape.

He rose from the Junior
Olympics to the Nationals
and finally made it to the
Olympics. In the Olympics he
defeated Sefid Mollai of Iran,
Ricardo Rodriguez of Brazil,
Dishod Yarbekov of
Uzbekistan, and Ariel
Hernandez of Cuba.

Boxing remains a vio-
lent sport and is often seen by
many, especially those from
modest backgrounds, as a
way to riches and fame. Wells
seems to have had the poten-
tial to go a long way in the
boxing game but tragedy
stopped him much too soon.

San Diego Chargers
at the

Dallas cowboys
Sun, Dec 13 at 3:15 pm
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