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By Rebekah Skelton
Special to The Villager
Austin Police Monitor

Margo Frasier is a middle-
aged white woman, who ac-
knowledges that she is not
likely to be stopped and
searched by police anytime
soon. Her adopted daughter,
however, is a 19-year-old
African-American, and her
chances of being stopped
are much higher, Frasier said.
So when Frasier reviews a
case such as the officer-in-
volved fatal shooting of
Byron Carter Jr., a young
African-American man, she
brings a unique perspective
to the table.

“When my daughter
is out with a group of friends,
particularly a group of Afri-
can-American friends, the
conversation is: what hap-
pens if they get stopped [by
an officer]? What are their
rights?” Frasier said. “If they
refuse to let him search the
car it might not be perceived
as them being smart enough
to know their rights. It might
be perceived as them hiding
something.”

Frasier described
this reality as “a different sort
of world”  — one that many
African-Americans live in

Police Monitor Brings Unique
Perspective To Table In Carter Shooting

Says officers as-
sume the worst about
African-Americans

including a shot to the head
that killed him.

It has been nearly
ten months since Wagner
killed Carter and people in
the community are still look-
ing for answers.

Many people, in-
cluding Nelson Linder,
president of the NAACP’s
Austin chapter, think it is tell-
ing that the driver was not
“[The police] said the juve-
nile was trying to use the ve-
hicle as a weapon, and the
Grand Jury said no,” Linder
said. “So the police either
lied or got it wrong.”

However, Frasier
said she wouldn’t take too
much stock in the fact that
the teen was not indicted.
The jury might not have seen
his actions as being criminal,
but that doesn’t necessarily
correlate with what actually
happened, she said.

A different grand
jury — one composed of

every day.
Byron Carter Jr.,

20, and an unidentified 16-
year-old man, whom Frasier
said might have been
Carter’s cousin, were walk-
ing on East Seventh Street
when two officers, Jeffrey
Rodriguez and Nathan
Wagner, spotted them. The
officers found their behavior
to be suspicious and fol-
lowed Carter and the teen.
The officers lost track of the
two men, but later saw them
in a car and attempted to
detain the pair, who at-
tempted to drive away.

“In the aftermath, what
we know from physical evi-
dence is that it appears one
officer was hit [by the car],
and the other officer fired
multiple bullets into the car,”
Frasier said.

Wagner, the officer
who fired into the car, hit the
driver once in the arm and
the passenger several times,

five African-Americans,
three Hispanics, three Asian-
Americans and one Cauca-
sian — reviewed Wagner’s
actions and announced their
decision to no bill him on
March 9. A no bill means the
jury believes there is not
enough evidence to indict on
the charges.

Frasier, APD offic-
ers in the chain of command
and a citizen’s review panel
all made separate recom-
mendations regarding disci-
plinary action against
Wagner to Acevedo. The
Austin American-States-
man reported in January that
the citizen’s review panel rec-
ommended that Acevedo fire
Wagner. Since the recom-
mendation is confidential,
Frasier could neither confirm
nor deny the report.

“But […] if [the
Statesman] hadn’t gotten it
correctly there would have
been a great uproar,” she
said.

Ultimately, though,
Acevedo had the final say
in any disciplinary action
again Wagner. Since the
grand jury ruling, Acevedo
said an internal review
panel found Wagner justi-
fied in his use of force, and
he will return to patrolling
soon.

See Police page 7

Margo Frasier Nelson Linder

DALLAS —Monday,
March 12, 2012  the Texas Secre-
tary of  State - Elections Divi-
sion, received  notice from the
United States Department of
Justice - Voting Rights Division
(DOJ), that changes made to
Texas elections laws that would
require voters to show a state-
approved form of photo identi-
fication to vote have been re-
jected. The notice arrives one
day before a 60-day deadline the
DOJ had to respond to the
state’s most recent submission.
Senator West (D-Dallas) be-
lieves the Department of Justice
ruled correctly.

“All along I, along with
other opponents of SB14 - the
Voter ID bill - remained steadfast
in our objections to this legisla-
tion that was made one of the
top priorities for the Legislature
last year, despite the fact that we
were facing a $20 billion budget-
ary crisis,” said Senator West.
“What the Justice Department
said in its ruling was that Texas
failed to prove that the changes
in law would not have a retro-

Senator West applauds DOJ
ruling denying Texas’ Voter ID law

gressive effect on minority vot-
ers. In other words, the new law
would make it harder for minor-
ity citizens to vote than the ex-
isting requirements already set
in state law.”

Under Section 5 of the
federal Voting Rights Act, Texas
is one of 15 states - many in the
South - that must submit
changes to voting laws to the
Justice Department for pre-clear-
ance due to their past histories
of voter discrimination.

Although SB14 was
passed by the Legislature dur-
ing the first weeks of the 82nd
Session, its provisions could
not go into effect without DOJ
approval. The law would have
gone into effect January 1, 2012
had it gained pre-clearance. In
addition, the Justice Department
wrote that the state failed to make
its case that laws already in
place to prevent “significant in-
person voter impersonation”
were insufficient. “The Justice
Department raised the same ob-
jections in its rejection that we
did in the Senate and the House
last year,” said Senator West.
“We argued that poor people
and minorities would be made to
pay for the right to vote - a de
facto poll tax. We argued that
there are many places in Texas
where it is more difficult to ob-
tain a drivers license or state-is-
sued ID card. And we argued that
the Voter ID bill would do more
to suppress minority voters that
prevent rare proven cases of
voter impersonation. Now, un-
less the court says otherwise,
Texas voters will be able to use

their voter registration cards as
the primary form of identifica-
tion just as they have for years.”

In  January, Texas Attor-
ney General sued the federal
government so that the SB14
could go into immediate effect.
The case, now in a Washington
D.C. District Court has not been

decided.  According to the Texas
Secretary of  State,  the items re-
quired for voter identification to
be able to vote in the May 12
local elections and the May 29
Primary elections will remain the
same as those required to vote
last year before the photo ID law
was passed.

State Senator Royce West

Mayor Pro Tem Sheryl Cole (back to camera) gives a
welcome speech to the attendees at the Blacks In Technology (BiT)
reception that was held at the Carver Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter last Friday (March 9) evening.

Blacks In Technology (BiT) is a coalition of targeted tech-
nology organizations, companies and industry thought leaders who
have come together to highlight tie impact that Black people have
in shaping technology innovation and growing technology-related
industries, products and services. Villager staff photo.

Lisa Byrd is leaving ProArts
and A/TRC

Lisa Byrd
Lisa Byrd, the face of

ProArts Collective for the
last few years, is stepping

down as its Executive Direc-
tor of the organization. She
has been with the organiza-
tion for over six years, pro-
viding leadership after the
untimely death of its founder
Boyd Vance.Under Byrd,
ProArts has received a Liv-
able City Vision Award, a
University of Texas Commu-
nity Partner Award, and the

    See Lisa page 7

For the last few
months, The Texas State
Chapter of the NAACP has
been very active working on
our behalf on at least two
fronts.  As a result of their
and others efforts, they have
prevailed on two fronts.

The case that has got-
ten the most attention is the
redistricting case that totally
divided Travis County into
five separate districts. After
several court hearings, the
San Antonio courts ruled on
the side of Travis County and
adjusted the lines.  Although
they are not the lines that
political leaders would pre-
fer, it does give us the op-
portunity to continue to have
representation in Washing-
ton. The courts can do only
so much, the rest must be
done by us to insure that we
have the representation that
we want.

The most recent case is
the ruling by the Department
of Justice (DOJ) that would
not give preclearance for the
Voter ID bill. That legislation
requires that all voters have
picture ID before being al-
lowed to vote. This legisla-
tion could have disenfran-
chised 605,600 currently
registered voters in Texas

The DOJ argued that
the state never submitted the
necessary information to
prove that the Republican
photo ID law would not dis-
criminate against voters pro-
tected under the Voting rights
Act. The state continuously
refused to provide the DOJ
with a breakdown by race of
the voters that would have
been adversely affected by
the voter suppression legis-
lation.

That is important be-
cause, prior to the Voting
Rights Bill was passed, Texas
required voters to have a
“poll tax” receipt prior to
voting. This was also con-
sidered voter suppression.
That is why Texas, along with
several other Southern state,
is required to get pre clear-
ance before putting into ef-
fect any significant changes
to our voting system.

Although we are not
out of the woods yet on ei-
ther of the cases, we can
take a break until after the
May primary election. We
need to make sure that all of
the hard work on our behalf
does not go in vain.

Austin Golf Legends,
Pass Away. See TURNER

and CARTER Page 3

B.L. Joyce Parade
Planned for

TX Relay Weekend
See ACTIVITIES Page 5

Last Minute
Race Switch
See BYRAN

Page 6

The University of Texas
will face the

Cincinnati Bearcats
See LONGHORNS Page 8

Serving Up
Fame And

Fried Chicken
See FLAVOR
FLAV Page 5

Thank You
Texas NAACP!
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The “Tanning” of America — Beyond the Racial Divide and
Moving on to the Digital Divide!

In a recent article pub-
lished by the National Urban
League, “The State of Black
America 2012-Tanning of
America Makes Growth, Pros-
perity, and Empowerment
Easier,” Steve Stoute comments
on the fact that our culture “is the
golden thread that meshes to-

By Ron Busby
Pres., U.S. Black Chamber

Special to the NNPA

gether the exceptional quality,
ingenuity, creativity and value of
these products, (Apple, Nike,
Coca-Cola, and Jay-Z’s music)
that makes the American Dream
accessible all across the globe.
He speaks about the phenom-
enon of “tanning” or “the mental
complexion” of America.

In essence, Steve is talk-
ing about the common experi-
ences and values that go beyond
race or even socio-economic
lines. It is a good metaphor and
one in which explains almost sim-
plistically the idea that though
there may be real differences in
skin tone, our desires and our
abilities are only limited to lack

of education, lack of resources,
or lack of desire. Two of these
three things can be controlled by
those of us willing to work hard
to ensure there is equality in edu-
cation and resources. The third
item—lack of desire, could even
be controlled to some degree if
we ensure the other two items
are in place. There are many who
may have the desire to learn, or
build, or do…. if they knew
what they were missing. Broad-
band and technology could ac-
tually help those who lack the
desire to be more interested in
education, technology, innova-
tion, or entrepreneurship.

Technology, as Steve

explains in his article, is some-
thing that “millennials,” or those
born between the years 1977
– 1997, understand much bet-
ter than those born before this
era…so, therein lies the prob-
lem! It is mostly those born be-
fore 1977 who have difficulty
understanding the need for
digital equality. Those who
were born when cell phones
were the exception rather than
the rule, and when spectrum
was only talked about when
referring to the colors of the
rainbow, don’t quite “get it”
when it comes to understand-
ing the importance of having
access to the internet.

The question of whether
or not broadband is necessary
in today’s marketplace, edu-
cation system, or job market,
has long since been answered.
Opportunities abound on the
internet and innovation is
sparked. Creativity is sprout-
ing from elementary schools at
startling rates and young en-
trepreneurs are getting younger
and younger. Those who are
technologically curious today
are becoming the inventors of
tomorrow. Those who have
access to broadband and the
internet can forge ahead unin-
hibited by fears of the un-
known.

We must continue to en-
courage innovation and cre-
ativity. We must provide our
schools and our communities
with the resources they need
to spur curiosity. We must
contribute to programs, such
as those that the National Ur-
ban League is promoting. We
must continue to support these
programs and learn more
about them in order to pro-
vide our children more oppor-
tunities to become the entre-
preneurs, the scientists, the
teachers of tomorrow. But we
must encourage them today.
And we must provide them the
resources today.

“The American Promise: The Right to Vote”

By Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist

Every American citizen
must have an equal right to
vote. There is no reason which
can excuse the denial of that
right. There is no duty which
weighs more heavily on us
than the duty we have to en-
sure that right… The com-
mand of the Constitution is
plain. There is no moral issue.
It is wrong—deadly wrong—
to deny any of your fellow
Americans the right to vote in
this country. There is no issue
of States rights or National
rights. There is only the
struggle for human rights.

—President Lyndon
Johnson, “The American Prom-
ise,” March 15, 1965

These words are from the
well-known televised address
President Johnson gave before
a joint session of Congress urg-
ing members to move forward
without delay on what would
become the Voting Rights Act
of 1965. The speech and legis-
lation came after the entire na-
tion had spent days transfixed by
events in Alabama. On March
7, 1965, John Lewis and Rev.
Hosea Williams set out with a
group of 600 on a planned 50-
mile peaceful march from
Selma to Montgomery. In-
stead, state troopers brutally
attacked the nonviolent pro-
testors on the first day at the
Edmund Pettus Bridge. The
televised images of “Bloody
Sunday” and the injured
marchers—including Lewis,
whose skull was fractured—
were a pivotal moment in the
Civil Rights Movement. They
roused great sympathy for the
protesters and reminded all
Americans that these march-
ers had to put their lives on the

line for what should have been
considered a basic American
right: the right to vote.

On March 4, 2012,
marchers returned to the road
from Selma to Montgom-
ery—but not just to revisit that
moment in history that
changed the course of our na-
tion. They are marching again
because in 2012, voting rights
are once again under attack.
As Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
said to the crowd of thousands
(I was among them) who fi-
nally completed the original
march to Montgomery two
weeks later: “The Civil Rights
Act of 1964 gave Negroes
some part of their rightful dig-
nity, but without the vote it was
dignity without strength… The
confrontation of good and evil
compressed in the tiny com-
munity of Selma generated the
massive power to turn the
whole nation to a new course.
A president born in the South
had the sensitivity to feel the
will of the country, and in an

address that will live in history
as one of the most passionate
pleas for human rights ever
made by a president of our
nation, he pledged the might
of the federal government to
cast off the centuries-old
blight.” In August 1965, the
Voting Rights Act became law.
But right now many states are
attempting to put new voting re-
strictions in place that parallel all
the old tricks and turn back the
clock on civil rights to the days
when voting was used as a tool
for political control and exclusion.
The “centuries-old blight” now
has a twenty-first century dis-
guise.

The latest restrictions in-
clude strict photo identification
requirements limited to certain
forms of government-issued ID,
cuts on early voting and absen-
tee voting, and new requirements
for registration that make it much
more difficult for voters to prove
citizenship and residency and
register to vote at all. The changes
threaten to disenfranchise millions

of people, and studies show
young, minority, and low-income
voters and voters with disabili-
ties will be most affected. “It’s
no coincidence that a nationwide
rollback in voting rights for
America’s most vulnerable citi-
zens is happening just as elected
officials mount unprecedented
campaigns to slash investments
in education and economic de-
velopment,” said National Ur-
ban League president and CEO
Marc Morial, as his organization
launched their Occupy the Vote
campaign on March 7. “[A]
coordinated effort is underway
to exclude from the political pro-
cess the very citizens whose fu-
tures hang in the balance.”

Of course, our true most
vulnerable citizens—children—
have no vote and no voice. And
all parents and adults concerned
about the future have a respon-
sibility to them to vote and make
our own votes count. But when
powerful forces start to chip
away at the right to vote for some
Americans, they threaten the

American promise for all Ameri-
cans. No American should be
complicit in allowing this to hap-
pen.

The courts and state leg-
islatures are taking a second look
at some of these changes as the
presidential primary process
continues and the 2012 elections
grow closer—and so the time
to take action against new voter
suppression laws is right now. As
Representative John Lewis pre-
pared to participate in the Selma
to Montgomery march, he said,
“Forty-seven years ago I spilled
a little blood on that bridge but
that was nothing compared to
those who died so that we could
live in a better America. We
march today for what we did 47
years ago—for what is fair, what
is right and for what is just.” The
sacrifices made during the Civil
Rights Movement must not be
undermined today. The “com-
mand of the Constitution” is still
“plain,” and denying Americans
the right to vote is still “deadly
wrong.”

By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

The Vanishing Black Middle Class

A chapter in the National
Urban League’s 2012 State of
Black America report reached
a sobering conclusion about the
Black middle class.

“Our analysis of data from
the U.S. Census Bureau and the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
will clearly establish that whether
one looks at education, income
or any other meaningful measure,
almost all the economic gains that
blacks have made in the last 30
years have been lost in the Great
Recession that started in De-
cember 2007 and in the anemic

recovery that has followed since
June, 2009. “This means that the
size of the black middle class is
shrinking, the fruits that come
from being in the black middle
class are dwindling, and the lad-
ders of opportunity for reaching
the black middle class are dis-
appearing.” That’s pretty strong
language from the four authors:
Chanelle P. Hardy, Valerie R.
Wilson, Madura Wijewardena
and Garrick T. Davis. But they
provide strong figures to buttress
their case.

The Black median house-
hold income in 2010 was
$32,106. That’s 30 percent less
than the comparable figure for
Whites. In today’s dollars, that’s
where the White median house-
hold income stood in 1980.

Even with the tremendous
income gap, the Black median
household income increased by
32 percent between 1992 and
2000. White income increased
by 14 percent over that same
time period. The latest economic

downturn has eroded many of
those gains. “The Great Reces-
sion and the recovery has led to
a dramatic widening of the gap
between white and black middle
class income households,” the
report stated. “Although both
blacks and whites suffered de-
clining median household income
during and since the recession,
the decline for blacks has been
considerably higher – between
2008 and 2010, white median
household income fell by 2.9%
while the black median house-
hold income fell by 7.7%.”

A similar decline can be
seen in home ownership.

“Since the recovery, black
home ownership has been fall-
ing at just under twice the rate of
white home ownership – from
2009 to 2011, black home own-
ership declined by 1.4 percent-
age points while white home
ownership declined by 0.9 per-
centage points. This means that
almost all the gains in black home
ownership have been lost and

now we are at a point where
there are real reversals in black
home ownership.” Education,
the ladder to upward mobility, is
also going in the wrong direc-
tion.

“An especially troubling
trend can be observed by look-
ing at the fortunes of those with
a 4-year college degree,” the
report observed. “The most sig-
nificant impact of this trend has
been on black college graduates
who saw their unemployment
rates skyrocket to an average of
7.1% in 2011.

“This led to an unprec-
edented widening of the gap
between black and white col-
lege graduates –in 1972, the gap
between the unemployment
rates of blacks and white col-
lege graduates was 1.4 percent-
age points and in 2011 it had in-
creased to 3.2 percentage
points.”

Middle class can be de-
fined generally as having in-
come that places one in the

middle of overall income dis-
tribution. And because White
household income is more than
1.5 times Black income, a
White family must earn more
than African-Americans in or-
der to be considered middle
class. Even though Blacks still
trail Whites in income, there
was no significant Black middle
class before the modern Civil
Rights Movement. “…The
civil rights movement of the last
50 years forced open the door
of full-fledged American pros-
perity to all those who had
been barred from its many
comforts in decades past, ei-
ther through economic, legis-
lative, a racial apartheid, or
some institutionalized combi-
nation of all of the above,” the
report said. After the Civil
Rights Movement and affir-
mative action opened the
doors of opportunity, they are
now being slammed in our
face. The National Urban
League chapter on the Black

middle class did not address
the issue of Black net worth,
which has also been pummeled.

The Economic Policy In-
stitute, analyzing data collected
by the Federal Reserve, found
that in 2004, the median net
worth of White households was
$134,280, compared with
$13,450 for Black households.
By 2009, the medium net worth
for White households had de-
clined by 24 percent to $97,860.
Over that same period, the me-
dium net worth for African-
American households had fallen
83 percent to $2,170.

“Programs such as tar-
geted job training, Pell grants,
small business lending, pre- and
post-purchase housing counsel-
ing, and Medicare and Medic-
aid provide the foundation which
makes middle class life possible,”
the report stated. “These pro-
grams should not, and must not
be sacrificed in the hyper-parti-
san debate designed to produce
political winners and losers.”

We are losing our car which is our home!

Dear Gwendolyn:
My husband and I were laid off
two years ago. We both worked
for a large company and had

been there for almost 25 years.
The company changed manage-
ment and the new management
soon went out of business after
purchasing the company. All em-
ployees were given only a three
months notice.

My mother-in-law has
told us to come and live with her
until our situation gets better. Her
husband is deceased and she
lives alone. We have three chil-

dren ages 8, 11, and 13. I don’t
like my mother-in-law. How-
ever, we cannot live with my
mother because she does not like
my husband. Years ago they had
a disagreement about the co-
signing of a car.

Gwendolyn, I don’t want
to go to a shelter and I don’t want
to be living on the street – not
with my children. What advice
can you give me? I’m in a pickle.

Ruby.
Dear Ruby:

You are in a pickle that is stuck
in jelly. Whatever you do, avoid
taking your children to the streets.
A shelter should be considered
before a choice to live on the
street. Don’t let pride stand in
the way of your future. Shame
should not be considered. Chil-
dren who are forced to expe-
rience such a crisis as this usu-

ally grow into adulthood and
do well. They grow to under-
stand hard times can come to
anyone at any time.

Let me tell you this: It is
not a good decision for hus-
band and wife to work at the
same place. To do factory
work for 25 years makes you
not employable to new age
technology. Most companies
do not wish to train new

workers without computer
knowledge as even machinery
is now built to be high tech.

Have a talk with your
mother-in-law and let her
know you have your ways and
the children have their ways,
but whatever she wishes, you
and your children will abide.
As I said, you are in a pickle
stuck in jelly, but think about
it. — jelly can turn to jam.

By Gwendolyn Baines
NNPA Columnist
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HOSPITAL PHARMACY

2115 E. MLK Blvd.
512-476-7338

Austin, Texas 78702
www.PHRX.Net

Open  Mon-Fri 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat 9 a.m. - Noon

DOUBLE

 GROCERY
“R”

THE
AIRPORT

FLEE MARKET
Saturdays and

Sundays

450l East Martin
Luther King Blvd.

1149 Airport Blvd.
      &

Locations

*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723

Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Site-

stpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.
      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street   512-478-1875   Fax: 512-478-1892

     Sunday Services
Worship Service 8:00 A.M.
Sunday School 9:00 A.M.
Discipleship Training            10:00 A.M.
Worship Service               11:00 A.M.

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service          7:00 P.M.
           Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Rev. Rodney L Swisher,
B.A., M. Div., Interim Pastor

Bus Ministry         Call 512-478-1875

If you have church news
or

to have your church included on
this page, send information to

vil3202@aol.com
or

call 512-476-0082.

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He exhibited
is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you. For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday  School 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service
Thursday: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study  7:00 PM

Call 454-1547 for Transporation
Website www.agapebcaustintx.orgRev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

JOSHUA CHAPEL CHRISTIAN METHODIST
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1006 Yeager Lane, Suite 102-A        Austin, Texas

Sunday  Services
Sunday School                10:00 A.M.
Worship Service             11:00 A.M.

WEDNESDAY   Bible Study            6:30 P.M.
SATURDAY New

 Member Assimilation 10:00 A.M.

Rev. Lois Hayes, Pastor

AFRICAN ASSEMBLIES of GOD
CHURCH

The Church of Glad Tidings     2700 Northland Dr.   Austin, TX 78756
For more information, contact Pastor Jonah Ghartey

512-873-8103    www.allnationschurch@yahoo.com

A growing church ministering to African American and
other nationals

Place of Worship

Come worship with us

Sunday Worship 11:30 A.M.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting    6:45 P.M.

St Annie A.M.E. Church
1711 Newton Street
Austin, Texas 78704

Voice mail   (512) 444-4509
E-mail: saamechurch@peoplepc.com

Church School       9:30 A.M. Sun
Morning Worship  10:45 A.M. Sun

Bible Study  7:30 P.M. Sun.

Rev. Derwin D. Gipson, Pastor

Advancing the Ministry -
Expanding the Church

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium     5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Rosewood  Avenue Missionary Baptist Church
1820 Rosewood Avenue, Austin, Texas 78702

  (512) 476-8201   Fax (512) 476-5693

Weekly Services
Sunday School   9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship   11:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Bible Fellowship  6:30 p.m.

Rev. Coby Shorter, III
Pastor

The Spencer & Ora Lee Nobles
“Hope Center”  (512) 476-6722

Websi te :
www.rosewoodbaptistchurch.org

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18

  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Chruch
1701 Chestnut Avenue  Austin, TX 78702

Church Phone (512) 476-0838

Morning Worship Service @ 11 a.m.
Sundays @ 9:00a.m.- Sunday school
Sunday  @ 10:00am Bible Study
 Monday @ 6:30 pm Bible Study
 Mid-Week Service each Wednesday
 evening at 6:30 p.m., where there
  is Prayer, Praising, and Preaching
   going on. Come and worship with
   us!!!

Rev. Ralph H. Daniels, Pastor

Serving Austin since 1970
Let us Fill your next Perscription!

SAVE TIME

*Ask your doctor to call your prescription in to us
and we’ll have it  ready for you when you get here!

CHURCH & TOWN BULLETIN
www.theaustinvillager.com

Fred Lee Carter was
born on January 12, 1938 in
Austin, Texas to Edwin Carter
and Charolette Gay. He was the
youngest of five children. He
grew up in Austin, Texas and
moved to California in 1960.

Fred accepted Christ
at an early age. He attended Vic-
tory in Christ Ministries under
the leadership of Dr. Steven
Mitchell. He served as an Evan-
gelist for 15 years. Fred was a
professional golfer who truly
loved the game. He was also a
Golf Pro Instructor. Many ar-
ticles have been written on his
achievements in golf. The article
in Golf World magazine reflects

Evangelist Fred Lee Carter Passes

on the perseverance of Evange-
list Carter Snow and Maggie
Hathaway. He is also listed for
golf accomplishments in the
book Uneven Lies: This Heroic
Story of African Americans in
Golf by Pete McDaniel. Fred
love family gatherings, selling
candy for his church and watch-
ing sports on television. He also
loved giving golf lessons and
sharing the Word of God with
his family and community. One
of his favorite sayings was “Don’t
get caught dead without Jesus”.

On February 23, 2012
Fred was called home to be with
the Lord. Those who preceded
him in death are his parents:

Edwin Carter and Charolette
Rose Alexander, sisters: Velma
Gooden, Lydia Sterling, Vivian
Ross, and brother Edwin Carter.

He survived by Fay
Carter and family (sister-in-law);
nephews Andre Carter and
Floyd Collins and family; all of
Austin, Texas; brother-in-law
Richard Sterling, Sr. of Houston,
Texas; nephew Larry Matthews
and wife Belinda, nephew Ri-
chard Sterling, IV; niece Philicia
Hubert; special friend Marquita
Johnson and a host of nieces and
nephews, other relatives and
friends.

Carl Willard Turner
was born on June 30, 1935,
in Cameron, TX. He was
the youngest of seven chil-
dren born to Charlie &
Mabel Turner, who pre-
ceded him in death. Also
preceded him in death are
his brothers; Alvin Turner,
Charlie Turner, Odis Turner
& Ira Lee Turner.

Carl graduated
school at an early age from
O.J. Thomas High School.

He attended Huston-
Tillotson College in 1956
& was a member of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
He later joined the U.S.
Army and during this time
he met and married Yvetta
Young, of Austin. To this
union there were three
sons. Carl held a variety of
teaching positions to in-
clude the School of the
Deaf/blind, The Orphans
School, & IBM Company

in Austin.
He enjoyed partici-

pating in many sports, but
his passion was golf. Before
and after his retirement, he
actively pursued his passion
for the game with the Capi-
tal City Golf Association,
where he won tournaments
around the U.S. He also,
taught golf lessons at
Bergstrom Golf Course and
other Private Facilities.

Carl was active in
his community and partici-
pated in numerous local
projects. In later years he
pursued his love of domi-
noes and cards by playing
often with his family &
friends who gathered at
Owen’s Garage, Conley-
Guerrero & Rosewood
Zaragosa Senior Centers.

He leaves to cherish
his memory: His loving wife
of 50 years Yvetta Young
Turner; three sons Ronnie
(Lisa) of Houston, Carl II-
Austin, Alton (Corine)-Aus-
tin. Two sisters, Morene
Douglas (Marvin) of Austin
& Velma Jewell Johnson of
Tacoma Washington. Six
grandchildren & two great-
grandchildren & a host of
family & friends.

Carl Willard
Turner Passes

Carl Willard Turner

Rev. & Mrs. JD Cleveland
Pastor of Union Lee Baptist church

67 Years of Marriage
It is with great joy that we send such a

delightful couple Best Wishes on your marriage.
May the love and respect you have found in

each other continue to grow as each day passes.
Love your, children, grand and

great-grandchildren.

Fred Lee Carter
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YOUTH BRIGADE
Youth of Today

Hope of Tomorrow

Managing campaigns for corporations
around the clock, around the world.

Andrae Hatcher
Pflugerville Middle School

Friday,  March
9,2012 the Pflugerville
Law Enforcement hosted
a Spring Break Party for
the middle school students
in P.I.S.D. The party was
held at Pflugerville High
School so there would be
enough space for all that
wanted to attend.

Spring Break Party
The party was from

6:00pm to 9:00 pm in the
Pflugerville High School
cafeteria. We had lots of
great refreshments to
choose from pizza, soda,
chips, and candy.

Keeping the music
going was a great DJ that
played all the best and up
to date music, with a few
oldies but goodies.

I enjoyed myself
very much at the party.
Dancing was fun and
hanging out with my
friends in a different and
new environment was
fantastic.

 I had a great time
and would like to thank
the Pflugerville Law En-
forcement for starting our
Spring Break off with a
blast.

 Jaquarry Wilson
Del Valle High School
On Monday March

5th, the Del Valle High
School Golf  Team, includ-
ing myself, went to Crystal
Falls Golf Course in
Leander, TX to compete in
my  second tournament.

The course was kind  of
difficult, because the area
was filled with hills and  wa-
ter, but it was much easier
than the Vaaler Creek Golf
Course at the last tourna-
ment.  My score wasn’t
great, but I did better than a
lot of people that  I played
against. My final score was
120, with the lowest being  in
the 80-90 range. The best
score from my school was
from someone who scored
8 under par. The next tour-
nament will  be district at
Jimmy Clay on April 2nd and
3rd.

On Wednesday March
7th, the sophomores and  jun-
iors of  all Texas schools took
the Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and  Skills, or
the TAKS. We took the
Reading/Writing exams. In-
stead of being in the main
building, we had to take the
test in the freshman  acad-
emy, which is where the
freshmen classes are held.

College Road Trip and More!
Personally, I though t he test
was rather easy, and I was
the first to finish  in my test-
ing room, while others had
to  stay past 4 p.m. to finish
the exam.

On Thursday March
8th, the sophomores and jun-
iors went on Del Valle’s an-
nual college trip. This trip is
when a group of sopho-
mores go to different colleges
across Texas, based on their
desired major. I was as-
signed Texas A&M Univer-
sity in College Station.

 I thought the campus
was absolutely intriguing.
There was so much to do.
After going on a short tour
and learning about the history
of  the university and how  it
was once a military type
school  for men only, we
went for food at an all you
can eat restaurant located  on
the campus.

 I really enjoyed that
because it was a break  from
walking and allowed us to
socialize with our friends who
were also on the trip and  get
out of the rain. After we ate,
we continued the tour, ex-
ploring the recreational part
of the school, which influ-
enced a lot of the attending
students to think about at-
tending Texas A&M Univer-
sity, including myself.

The week was ex-
tremely busy for me. It in-
cluded tournaments, stan-
dardized testing, and a nearly
two hour  road trip leading
to a college tour. I really  en-
joyed myself, I hope to be
able to do this again as soon
as possible!

Darius Hatcher
Pflugerville Middle School

On Thursday, March
1st, 2012 the  Pflugerville
Panthers had our first track
meet of the year. The track
meet was held at Connally
High School hosted by
Dessau Middle School.

The participating
schools were Dessau
Middle School, Elgin
Middle School, and
Pflugerville Middle School.
It was fun to  go and  see all
of my friends run. One of

Panther Track Meet
our  very own runners, Jus-
tin  Botello, ran in the
1600m, and  placed first
out of everyone.

We had a second
track meet  scheduled for
Thursday, March 8th,
2012 at Connally High
School  hosted by West
View Middle School, but
was canceled due to the
rainy weather.

The track meet wil l
be rescheduled for some
time in the future. The next
track meet will  be held on
Thursday, March 22, 2012
at Pflugerville High School
hosted by the Pflugerville
Panthers.

The other participat-
ing schools will be
Parkcrest Middle School,
and Kelly Lane Middle
School.

Until the next track
meet, I will train and get
ready to run and  I would
also like to wish everyone
good luck.

 Olivia Smith
Lockhart H.S.

This week the sopho-
mores and  juniors took  their
Reading exit level TAKS test.
I am a junior, and I though the

TAKS Test Time
test was pretty straight
foward. I think the stories
were somewhat interesting.

I took my time read-
ing the stories thoroughly to
make sure I understood
them.  I also used figurative
language on my essay to
grab the viewer’s attention.
I gave a 100 percent. I know
that if I didn’t give it my all,
I would have to retest next
year.

Taking your time can
actually pay off in the long
run. It doesn’t matter how
boring the test is, you have
to try to enjoy  it,  so you
will pass the test.

Pflugerville High School
students in the 9th grade
tested on  March 7th. Stu-
dents were asked to com-
plete the Mock S.T.A.R.R
test and prepare for the
graded exam at the end of the
year,in order to determine
whether students will be able
to graduate.

S.T.A.A.R means State
of  Texas Assessments of
Academic Readiness. This
test was created by the State
of  Texas to replace the
TAKS Test.

Marshay Hatcher
Pflugerville High School

Rising S.T.A.R.S at PHS
The S.T.A.A.R was

designed to be more rigor-
ous, present more ques-
tions, and for the first time
requires a time limit.

Students took the  Al-
gebra portion of the prac-
tice test. Students were
separated into different
classrooms depending on
their  last name.  All  students
had  exactly  4 hours to fin-
ish  the test. The results and
outcome of this exam will be
used to tell whether a stu-
dent need extra preparation
time, to understand the ma-
terial and be able to pass the
exam at the end of the year
and graduate.

Students did an out-
standing job, on following
the rules and guidelines set
up, to  provide each student
with a safe and comfortable,
test taking environment.
Thanks, Panthers you were
Pfantastic.

 Adrian Jackson
Pflugerville High School

Pflugerville High School
is now introducing a New
Reading Program here at our
school called Read It For-
ward.

Read It Forward is a
reading program that encour-
ages teenagers to read and

Reading It Forward
have fun. This year’s novel
will  be “ Thirteen Reasons
Why” by Jay Asher. If you
would like to read this year’s
book, you can  receive a
copy in the library,  from a
friend, or  any where around
the campus.
Student will not have to
check out the book at all.
Students  are asked to read
the book and pass it on to a
friend, or someone you
know  when they are fin-
ished.

After you have read
the book, you may come
into the library, respond to
a  short survey, and on
Friday,March 30th, students
will  meet in the Library
Conference Room for a dis-
cussion  before school.

Jaylon Knighten

Dailey Middle School

The City of Austin
had a lot going on this
week. SXSW and the Ro-
deo Austin are here. The
SXSW is an interactive
film music event where
you can go view movies

and a t tend concer ts .
People from all across
the States famous and
non famous come to Aus-
tin to visit.  Rodeo Aus-
tin and the Carnival will
be here until March 24th.
I hope everyone is enjoy-
ing their Spring Break.

A Busy Week

Reading TAKS

Will Purcell
New Manor Tech HS

On Wednesday
March 7 ,  I  took the
Reading TAKS Tes t .
There was a read and an-
swer section, composition
section, and revision  sec-
tion. I personally thought
the Reading TAKS Test
was very easy.

I  started  the day
by going to first period.
While I was in there, my
teacher told everybody
where they were going  to
be seating during the test.
Eventually an announce-
ment was made to release
Sophomores and Juniors
to take their tests. I had

Tori Smith,
 Lockhart Junior High School

 Last week we had a
crazy day on March 6th,
Tuesday- U.I.L. for Band
and a track meet at Hays
High School.  At band
U.I.L. we were one rating

away from get t ing a
plaque and two ratings
away  from a trophy.

We performed at
Hays Performing  Arts
Center which was, grate-
fully,  about a mile away
from the track meet and
none of the races even
started yet.

We,  the  seventh
grade girls track team,
came in  first place again.
We have our last track
meet here in our home
stadium. Also,   late in the
month we will  finally
have our real Writing test.

Well that is all for
now see you all next
week.

Track and Field Meet

to test in a classroom in-
stead of the gymnasium.
When my fifth period
teacher  came into the
room, she read me the
rules and directions be-
fore I could start. When
she was done she allowed
me to start the test.

When I started, I
immediately skipped over
to the questions since
reading the question then
looking back at the story
was my best strategy.
Most of the questions had
obvious answers to them.
When I got to the com-
position section, I was re-
quired to write a one page
story about when I felt
free.

When I finished all
sections I quietly raised
my hand and my teacher
took up my test and re-
leased me to lunch. When
the day ended I went
straight home and relaxed.

 I’m glad that’s one
TAKS out of the way,
now I just have to take 3
more.
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Hometown  Heroes

FAMILY-FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES PLANNED
FOR  TEXAS RELAYS WEEKEND

      The Alvin Patterson Foun-
dation will sponsor two youth
and family events that will be
held during the upcoming Texas
Relays. The events are de-
signed to provide Austinites
and visitors with positive so-
cial opportunities during the
Relays weekend.

 Among the events
planned are:

· A free culture and
health show, beginning at 11
a.m.Friday, March 30, at LBJ
High School, located at 7309
Lazy Creek Drive. The show,
which will promote music and
fine arts, will also include in-
formation on banking and fi-
nancial literacy and healthy be-
haviors for students.

· The B.L. Joyce Pa-
rade, named for the first Afri-
can American band leader at
Anderson High School, will
begin at 6 p.m. Friday, March
30th at Huston-Tillotson Uni-
versity and ending at  the
George Washington Carver
Museum.

The purpose of the pa-
rade is to foster community
pride and unity and to honor
B.L. Joyce, who was the first
band director of the old L. C.
Anderson High School in Aus-
tin from 1933 to 1955.

Not only did Joyce direct
the Yellow Jacket Band, but be-
ing a tailor by trade, he also made
all the student band uniforms.
Under his leadership, the former
Anderson High School won the
Texas Black Band Champion-
ship, in the Prairie View Inter-
scholastic League, seven out of
the nine times in which they par-
ticipated. At that time, Black stu-
dents were not allowed to com-
pete against white students in the
University Interscholastic
League. Joyce was also the

founder of the Kealing Junior
High School Band.

The parade will end at the
Carver Museum, 1165 Angelina
St., at 8 p.m. and there will be a
music festival there that will fea-
ture the school bands and other
entertainment.

The Grand Marshals of this
year’s parade will be LBJ High
School Principal Sheila Henry and
Villager Publisher Tommy Wyatt.

For more information,
call Charlotte Dotson at 924-9537
or Betty Johnson at 294-1478.

Sheila Henry (top),Tommy Wyatt (bottom) and B. L. Joyce.

Mama Lee’s
Catfish Cafe

Opens in Manor

Manor, Texas residents
is getting a new eatery this
week. It is Mama Lee’s Cat-
fish Cafe, located at 114 Par-
sons Street.

The new owners are
Jacqueline Bailey and Ken-
neth Lee. And, according to
them, “Mama Lee’s was es-
tablished to cater to the heart
and soul of everyday people.”
They have created an atmo-
sphere for the entire family to
enjoy right in the heart of
downtown Manor. The
Grand Opening was March
15, 2012.

Mama Lee’s is open
daily (M - S) from 11 am to
10 p.m. For more informa-
tion call (512) 215-2641 or
go to www.mamaleescat
fish.com.

Women in Jazz

Graduating African
American High School
Seniors are invited to ap-
ply for the 2012 Town
Lake Chapter $5000 an-
nual four-year scholarship
award. The Town Lake
Chapter awards one four-
year scholarship to a
graduating African Ameri-
can senior graduating
from an accredited high
school in the Austin met-
ropolitan area.

The  Town Lake
Chapter will review ap-
plications from African
American high school se-
niors attending college/
university in the summer
or fall of 2011. Appli-
cants must be

* in the top quartile
class rank (3.0 GPA or
higher);

* graduating under
the Recommended High
School Plan;

* involved in  extra-
curricular activities; and

* financial  need is
considered.

All applicants re-
gardless of school district
will use the AISD appli-
cat ion.  See at tached.
Only completed applica-
tions will be considered.
Applications must in-
clude:

* Completed appli-
cation with one-page es-

The Town Lake Chapter of
The Links Incorporated offers

four-year Scholarships
say;

* SAT/ACT scores;
* official high school

transcript;
* original photo-

graph; and
* letter of recom-

mendat ion  f rom the
student’s counselor or a
teacher.

Annual scholarship
awarded in two semester
payments will be sent di-
rectly to the college/uni-
versity. The scholarship
recipient is required to
maintain a cumulative
G.P.A. of 2.5 each year.
Applications are DUE no
later than April 1st.

Finalists will be in-
vited to meet before a
Committee/Panel. Recipi-
ent will be notified and
asked to attend an event
in June to receive the
scholarsh ip  award .
Scholarship applications
must be mailed to: (please
do not email applications)

Town Lake Chapter
The Links Inc.
Machree Gibson
1001 Congress Ave.,

St 400
Austin, Texas 787o1
For more information

please contact:
Machree Gibson,

Chair, Scholarship Com-
m i t t e e 5 1 2 - 2 2 5 - 1 0 0 6
www. townlakelinks.org

Las Vegas, NV, March
12, 2012 – Rapper and real-
ity-TV star Flavor Flav an-
nounces the opening of Flavor
Flav’s House of Flavor with his
famous shout out of ‘Yeah,
Boy.’ A ribbon-cutting cer-
emony is planned for 6:30 p.m.
on March 15 at 3333 South
Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas,
NV. The venture recalls memo-
ries of his boyhood, when his
father was in the restaurant
business; the new eatery fea-
tures recipes and secret spice
rub mixtures developed by Fla-
vor Flav himself over the years
and during culinary school.

Flavor Flav’s House of
Flavor is a celebrity-centric Las
Vegas take out restaurant with
a quick-service menu special-
izing in specialty recipe soul
food. The menu includes fried
chicken, fried shrimp and Fla-
vor Flav’s signature red velvet
waffle, indulgent and delicious.
The restaurant is decorated
with memorabilia from Flavor
Flav’s multi-faceted career as
a rapper hype man, reality-TV
star and entertainer for audi-
ences around the world. Pa-
trons of the House of Flavor
might also expect celebrity
sightings.

Flavor Flav is an iconic
figure domestically and interna-
tionally, having made appear-
ances in over 77 countries to
sold-out audiences. Most re-

cently, fans will have spotted
him starring with Elton John
in the Pepsi Super Bowl com-
mercial premiere; the Super
Bowl XLVI broadcast set a
record with 111.3 million view-
ers on February 5, 2012.
According to VH1, 7.5 million
viewers tuned in for Flavor
Flav’s season finale of ‘Fla-
vor of Love 2’ – this goes
down in the VH1 history books
as the network’s highest rated
telecast ever, propelling the
episode to the #1 telecast on
cable for the night and the #1
non-sports telecast in all of
basic cable for the entire year.

The Flavor Flav Com-

Flavor Flav Now Serving Up Fame And
Fried Chicken In Las Vegas: Yeah, Boy!

edy Central Roast was the
most-watched, #1 highest rated
show ever among men ages 18-
34. The star recently donated a
signature ‘Clock’ which is dis-
played in the ‘Enduring Tradi-
tions’ Exhibit Hall of the
Grammy® Museum. Flavor
Flav’s “Clock” is also on dis-
play at both the Rock ‘n’ Roll
Hall of Fame Museum and the
Hard Rock Café.

The Las Vegas based Fla-
vor Flav House of Flavor Take-
out Restaurant is independently
owned and operated by FLA-
VOR FLAV and is not associ-
ated with the former Clinton,
Iowa licensing deal.

Flavor Flav

The HIT,
FOLLOW
& LIKE

Campaign
Is In Full Effect
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Shake Up in Precinct II Constable Race

Last week, the Pre-
cinct 2 Constable race
was shaking up by the ad-
dition of a new candidate.
At the last moment, Paul
Labuda decided to file as
a candidate in the Precinct
2 constable race. Conse-
quently, the Constable Pre-
cinct 2 race would be
made up of the incumbent
Adan Ballestros, Michael
Cargill and now Paul
Labudda. Moreover, the
late entry does changes the
dynamics of this race.

A third candidates
changes the dynamic of the
race, such as increasing the
opportunity for a run-off

and most appeal to every
area of the precinct. Now
that there is three person on
the ballot, it will be hard for
only one candidate to get
over 50%. In order, to
avoid a run-off one candi-
date must receive 50% of the
vote. In addition, all the three
candidate must campaign in
every area part of the pre-
cinct because every vote
counts.

The constables serve as
a law enforcement agency
for Travis County, with
county-wide jurisdiction in
civil and criminal matters.
They process and execute
civil process from various

courts, including forcible en-
try and detainers, writs of
possession, citations, and
executions issued from the
justice of the peace court.

The constables also
process and execute mis-
demeanor traffic and hot
check warrants of arrest
for Travis County justice of
the peace courts as well as
other municipalities and
counties. They have a tru-
ancy program which con-
tacts parents and initiates
filings on juveniles who are
absent from school. More-
over Precinct 2 covers part
of the Pflugerville area and
North Austin.

Democrats for the Diaspora

On March 17, 2012
the group called Demo-
crats for the Diaspora will
be holding a forum at the
North Village Branch of
the Austin library between
the hours of 3:00-4:00
pm. Moreover, this event,
which was sponsored by
the John Sisson Campaign
for Sheriff and the Michael
Cargil l  Campaign for
Constable Precint 2, is
meant to galvanize and
mobilise the vote of new
U.S citizens. In addition,
Bill Ray Barbercue will
cater this event.

Every year, thou-
sands of immgrants be-
come U.S citizen, which
make them eligible to
vote. In other words,
those who have come
from various continents
like Africa, Europe, and
Latin America are now
U.S citizen; however,
neither political parties
make an effort to teach
them the voting process.
According to the census,
there are over 25,000
people issued from the
African continent that
are now living and work-

ing in Central Texas. How-
ever, both political parties
have not been active in
seeking their votes. Hope-
fully, this event would
cause the local party to
pay attention to this elec-
toral  group.  Over the
years ,  th is  group of
people has not been en-
gaged in the political pro-
cess.  Thus,  the group
Democra ts  for  the
Diaspora has decided to
educate them on the im-
portance of being an ac-
tive participant of the elec-
toral process.Not only
this group will seek to edu-
cate the Diaspora about
the importance of voting,
but also seek to mobilize
their vote during the up-
coming elections. More-
over, the mainstream po-
litical parties should pay
attention due to the fact
that elections are won
based on the turnout of
registered voters.

Bryan Case Switch Race at the Last Minute

Last week, we fea-
tured Bryan Case as a can-
didate for the 167 th Dis-
trict Court race. However;
just before March 9, 2012
closing filing deadline,  de-
cided to switch race. At the
last minute, Bryan Case
withdrew from the 167th
District Court to the 3rd
Court of Appeals. More-
over, the last minute switch
changes the dynamic of

both races. In the 3 rd
Court of Appeal, Bryan
case will not face a Demo-
crat candidate.

The 3rd Court of Ap-
peals The Court is com-
posed of a Chief Justice
and five justices. It has in-
termediate appellate juris-
diction of both civil and
criminal cases appealed
from lower courts in
twenty-four counties of

Texas; in civil cases where
judgment rendered exceeds
$100, exclusive of costs,
and other civil proceedings
as provided by law; and in
criminal cases except in post
-conviction writs of habeas
corpus and where the death
penalty has been imposed.
Some of the 24 counties
covered by the 3rd Court of
Appeals, include: Travis
County, Williamson County,
Bastrop County, Burnet
County, Lampasas County,
Blanco County, Fayette
County and other counties
of Central Texas.

Bryan Case has served
Travis County as the Direc-
tor of the Appellate Division
in the District Attorney’s of-
fice for 15 years, and served
in the DA’s office for more
than 24 years. Bryan Case
“ has prosecuted more than
50 felony cases before
Travis County District
Courts, including some of
Austin’s most highly publi-
cized cases.” In addition,
Bryan Case has worked “to
aid the defenseless, and
worked to render complex
procedures understand-
able.”

By Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

By Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon By Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Bryan Case

Paul Labuda Adan Ballesteros Michael Cargill

Koluama, Nigeria, villagers complained that the
spill has tainted fish. Courtesy of Associated Press

Mar. 6 (GIN) – A gas
fire that burned for 46 days
off Nigeria’s coast has been
extinguished according to
the Chevron Corp of San
Ramon, California, but a
full clean up is far from
over. The oil company rig
exploded Jan. 16, killing

two people before it col-
lapsed into the sea. The ex-
plosion started a fire on the
ocean surface but the dam-
age reached a village some
six miles away.

Fishermen in
Koluama complained of
fumes, dead dolphins on
their white sand shore.
Drinking water and fish
tasted like fuel, they said.

“The gas is inside the
fish,” said Bravely Salvage,
youth chairman for the vil-
lage. “After eating the fish
you feel like somebody who
drunk diesel, you feel
dizzy.”

“There are very clear
ecological impacts, that are
not hidden, that are very
visible,” said Nnimmo
Bassey, chair of the envi-
ronmental advocacy group,
Friends of the Earth Inter-
national. He cited dead fish
and a beached whale. “If
one whale dies, it means
several thousands of
smaller species have been
impacted.” The fire, he
said, was “the worst in Af-
rican history in terms of gas
burned.”

Chevron said its tests
hadn’t found pollution in
the air or water but that it
would hire investigators
from a nearby Nigerian uni-
versity to conduct further
studies.

The United Nations
Environment Program in
August estimated it would
take 30 years and cost $1
billion to clean up oil spilled
over decades into
Nigeria’s river deltas. Oil
companies and Nigeria’s
government should share
the cost, the U.N. group
said. w/pix of exposed oil
pipes in Koluama.

Fire at Chevron Rig in Nigeria Called
‘The Worst in African History’

Special to the NNPA
from the Global

Information Network

Mar. 6 (GIN) – An ar-
mory packed with shells, rock-
ets, and other munitions ex-
ploded with an ear-splitting
blast in a densely populated
neighborhood of Brazzaville,
the Congolese capital. At least
246 people were reported
killed in the disaster. Firefighters
fought the blaze for close to 48
hours. The huge blast seen on
national television showed the
destruction of every single
building within a 1.25 mile ra-
dius, including a tank regiment,
three schools and two
churches that had been con-
ducting their Sunday services
nearby.

Survivors in Brazzaville
described the scene as
‘apocalyptic’ as twisted sheets
of metal littered the streets
while churches, hospitals and
homes were left in ruins.

Congo’s director-gen-
eral of health, Prof. Elira
Dokekias, told AP that the
capitals’ hospitals were treat-
ing 1,340 injured people and

that 60 were awaiting urgent
surgery. The fire appeared to
threaten another depot just 100
yards away holding even more
lethal weapons, which could
also explode.

The spread of munitions
stockpiled in residential areas
was the subject of recent U.S.
State Dept. fact sheet “Dan-
gerous Depots: A Growing
Humanitarian Problem”. Since
1990s, catastrophic explosions
at arms storage facilities have
increased around the world
with some 218 known incidents
resulting in more than 4,700 fa-
talities and nearly 5,700 inju-
ries. The proliferation of weap-
ons worldwide is likely to in-
crease the problems of finding
safe storage for dangerous
arms.

Weaponry Stored in Neighborhood Ignites
Causing Massive Loss of Life

Special to the NNPA
from the Global

Information Network

Peek-Travels

Rescue Workers In Congo
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City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Special Notice

In response to the passing of House Bill 1869 of the 82nd

legislative session that amended Local Government Code
271.905, the City of Austin is changing section 12 “Evaluation
Factors” of its Standard Solicitation Instructions effective 3/1/
2012 as follows:

If the City receives a competitive sealed bid from a bidder
whose principal place of business is in the Austin Corporate City
Limits and whose bid is within three percent of the lowest bid
price received from a bidder who is not a resident of the Austin
Corporate City Limits, the City may enter into a contract with
the local vendor.

A firm (Offeror or Subcontractor) is considered to have a
Local Business Presence if the firm is headquartered in the Austin
Corporate City Limits, or has a branch office located in the Aus-
tin Corporate City Limits in operation for the last five (5) years.
The City defines headquarters as the administrative center
where most of the important functions and full responsibility
for managing and coordinating the business activities of the
firm are located. The City defines branch office as a smaller,
remotely located office that is separate from a firm’s head-
quarters that offers the services requested and required un-
der this solicitation.

AUSTIN COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,
 Austin, TX 78752

Job Line (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

New Jobs for the
Week of 3/11/2012
Faculty, Biology

Location is as assigned
Hours are as assigned:

Must maintain an established
schedule. Some positions may

also include evenings
 and weekends.

Salary is assigned
according to the Full-Time

Faculty Salary Scale
Job# 1202016

District Police, Sergeant
Service Center

Monday-Friday,
 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

$3,333-$4,166/Monthly
Job# 1203001

Alternating between
intense conversation and re-
laxing in his chair, Linder’s
demeanor mirrored his un-
ease about how police of-
ficers have been trained and
disciplined since Acevedo
became chief.

“This has been a
trend for many years,”
Linder said. “When
Acevedo came in 2007, for
two years when he first got
here there were no
shootings. Now, it’s gotten
back to normal, which tells
me the tactics aren’t being
addressed. ”Linder said the
NAACP got involved with
the Carter case after
Carter’s family contacted
him. He said based on the
NAACP’s assessment, it is
a case of racial profiling.

“There was no
crime committed,” Linder
said. “Had [the men] not
been black this would not
have happened.”

Linder contends
that there is a discrepancy
in officers’ use of force be-
tween African-Americans
and Caucasians. But Frasier
said looking at the race of
suspects involved in officer-
involved shootings would

disprove that theory.
“The appropriate way

to look at it is to look at R
to R, which is ‘response to
resistance’ in the force,” she
said.

According to
APD’s 2009 Response to
Resistance Report, out of
217,878 arrests made be-
tween 2007 and 2009,
force was used on 2,726
people.

Of the 87,550 Cau-
casians that were arrested in
that time, force was used
905 times, or in 1 percent
of arrests.

 However, out of the,
54,113 African-Americans
in that number, force was
used 780 times, which is 1.4
percent of arrests. That’s 40
percent more than in the ar-
rests of Caucasians.

In five of the instances
of use of force, police shot
and killed people — three
African-Americans, one
Asian-American and one
person whose race was not
publicly disclosed.

 However, Frasier
said the use of deadly force
is such an anomaly that it’s
not the best way to ap-
proach the issue.

The police monitor’s
office recently looked at data
to see if officers are treating
minorities differently during
traffic stops. Their research
found that though people of
all races are stopped equally,
a disproportionate amount of
minorities are searched.

According to a
Texas Department of Public
Safety report, in 2009, Cau-
casians made up 70.4 per-
cent of all traffic stops. Of
those stopped, 1.8 percent
were searched. The rate at
which African-Americans
were searched, though, is
much higher. While blacks
comprised only 9.6 percent
of stops, 3.3 percent of
people stopped were
searched.

“We found, what ap-
pears to me, unequal treat-
ment when it came to minori-
ties when it comes to
searches,” Frasier said.

The explanation from
the police department, she
said, is that they do more
searches in high-crime areas.
To Frasier, high-crime means
poor areas, which equals mi-
norities.

“So what they’re tell-
ing me is if I’m poor and my
skin has some color to it, that
I’m going to be subjected to
that?” Frasier said. “That’s
not okay.”

Although Frasier said
she doesn’t think the dispar-
ity in the use of deadly vio-
lence against African-Ameri-
cans and other races is as high
as many people think, she is
concerned about the percep-
tions people have about Af-
rican-Americans, particularly
young men.

“When people see
them they assume the worst,
and police act in accordance
with the assumption of the
worst,” she said. “It’s so nice
sometimes to be around [my
daughter] and her friends. It’s
this really eclectic group,
many of whom are African-
American kids. What I worry
about is when they’re in the
vehicle, and an officer stops
them, that he might make that
assumption.”

To Linder, that is un-
acceptable. “We’re dealing
with  institutions that don’t
pay attention to human
rights,” he said indignantly. “It
proceeds and succeeds po-
lice chiefs. It’s a cultural
problem.

Police Monitor Brings Unique
Perspective To Table In Carter Shooting

from page 1

Dewey Winburne
Community Service Award.
In addition, ProArts has re-
ceived nominations and
awards for its theatrical pre-
sentations from the Austin
Critics Roundtable.

Byrd will also be step-
ping away from the African
American Arts Technical
Resource Center (A/TRC),
a service organization serv-
ing artists who work or live
in east Austin. A/TRC has
also produced community
events like the African
American Community Heri-
tage Festival, held every
year on the campus of
Huston Tillotosn University.

Michael D. Bryant,
President of  the board for

A/TRC, says of Byrd, “We
are thankful to her for all of
her efforts on the organiza-
tions’ behalf and look for-
ward to her continued suc-
cess in the Austin Commu-
nity.

Byrd will  continue to
work on the completion of
the new Cultural and Heri-
tage Facility that is scheduled
to open in June 2012 in East
Austin. That facility will be-
come the headquarters for
ProArts along with some
other community organiza-
tions.

An Interim Director
will be announced shortly
with a search for a perma-
nent director to take place
sometime in the spring.

“As I figure out my next
step and look for new work,
I am open to new adventures
but would still love the op-
portunity to continue to grow
my ideas of art, culture and
whole communities,” Byrd
says.

In the mean time she is
still working on the develop-
ment of the African Ameri-
can Cultural Heritage Dis-
trict. UT’s Community En-
gagement Center is giving her
temporary office space to
work on developing the
structure of the organization
that will run the district.

 Lisa Byrd’s new
phone number  is 512-232-
8337 and email is
lisa@lisavbyrd.com.

Lisa Byrd is leaving ProArts
and A/TRC from page 1

Future home of ProArts Collective, African American Cultural & Heritage Facility/Historic Dedrick
Hamilton House currently being constructed at 912 E. 11th Street.

The Hon. Gonzalo
Barrientos, joined by the ma-
jority of Austin’s former Char-
ter Review Committee
(CRC), declared that they will
assure adoption of the Citi-
zens Districting 10-1 (CD10-
1) plan by whatever means
necessary. Ex-Senator
Barrientos and the majority of
the CRC addressed Austin’s
voters immediately before the
CRC’s report to City Coun-
cil.

Their message was they
expect City Council to follow
the CRC’s recommendations,
and place the Citizens
Districting 10-1 plan on
November’s ballot. However,
Barrientos and the rest of the
CRC majority declared if City
Council does not back the
CD10-1 plan, they will join

Majority of Austin’s Charter Review Committee
to assure adoption of the Citizens Districting

10-1 Plan - by whatever means necessary
the petition drive of Austinites
for Geographic Representa-
tion (AGR) to independently
place the CD10-1 plan on
November’s ballot.

Tom Davis, of the Aus-
tin Human Rights Commission
(AHRC), also appearing at
the press conference, declared
2012 was the year to end rac-
ism in Austin politics. He stated
adopting geographic represen-
tation, specifically via the
CD10-1 plan, was a neces-
sary step to achieve that goal.
Davis explained AHRC has
endorsed the CD10-1 plan.

Barrientos and the CRC
majority explained their com-
mittee had followed a public
process to hear the changes
Austinites want and today are
executing their responsibility to
report the CRC’s recommen-
dations to City Council. They
said public testimony was
clear:

Austinites want geo-
graphic representation. The
CRC agreed and voted:

- For changing Austin’s
City Council districts to geo-
graphic representation,

- For 10 single member
districts, exactly as in the
CD10-1 plan,

- For an independent
citizens districting committee,
closely modeled on the
CD10-1

   plan, and
 - Against any At-Large

or Super Districts or a hybrid
system.

All present explained the
next step is up to Austin City
Council. If Council follows its
commissions’ recommenda-
tions and places the CD10-1
plan on November’s ballot,
this group of citizens will work
to assure adoption of CD10-
1 by Austin’s voters. However,
if City Council does not fol-
low its commissions’ recom-
mendations, and fails to agree
by May to put CD10-1 on the
November ballet, these influ-
ential citizens will join with
AGR’s petition drive to place
the plan before the voters – and
to work to assure the plan’s
passage.

The alliance of AGR - a
neighborhood based,
grassroots organization - and
a prestigious set of  influential
experts – ex-Senator
Barrientos and the CRC ma-
jority – is a giant step toward
adoption of the right city coun-
cil plan for Austin.

Gonzalo Barrientos

The members of the Na-
tional Sorority of Phi Delta
Kappa, Inc. , Delta Beta Chap-
ter has been on the move. The
chapter leader for 2011-2012 is
President Brenda Kay
Fowler.Carolyn Wilson, First
Vice President;Nancy Thomp-
son, Second Vice
President;Barbara Shaw, Re-
cording Secretary; Consuela
Caldwell, Corresponding Sec-
retary; Altamese Greer &
Ramona Jones serve as finan-
cial chairs;Vietta Fair,Krinon
Editor;  and Annettte
Stephens, Advisor.

Several members motored
to New Orleans, La. for the 88th
Anniversary Conclave. Christella
Cain, member of the Delta Beta
Chapter had a victorious win for

Delta Beta Chapter Chronicle Calendar Highlights
the office of First Vice President
of the National Sorority of Phi
Delta Kappa,Inc.

Brenda Burrell serves as
the chairperson of the Interna-
tional Project ...Africare, was the
guest speaker for the Vital Issues
Breakfast. She challenged each of
the members to assess the ques-
tion.... “ What You Gon’ Do?”

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
President Fowler set the

chapter in motion upon returning
home from the National meeting
in New Orleans and the Regional
meeting in Desoto, Texas. Each
member is responsible for being
diligent about “ reaching out and
reconnecting” with one another.

The members began “Fall-
ing into Fall” with a heightened
awareness of health issues that

impact the African American
Community. A representative,
secured by chair, Vietta Fair
from the Seton Community
Outreach -Ignite Women’s
Health Program, gave the mem-
bers much to think about and
respond to regarding our own
good health habits. According
to the representative, women
have little or no problem when
it comes to the well being of
others, however we do fall
short when it comes to taking
care of ourselves. At the con-
clusion of the September meet-
ing the members were moti-
vated to do the following: read
and evaluate labels; better
manage our portion sizes; get
our mammograms; and start
walking for good health.

The National Bar Associa-
tion (NBA) is now accepting ap-
plications for the 2012 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Drum Major for
Justice Advocacy Competition.

To qualify students will
submit an essay on the issue of
“The Occupy Movement.” The
essay deadline is swiftly ap-
proaching on March 31, 2012.
The first place winner of the re-
gional competition will receive a
$1,000 scholarship and a three-
day, two-night trip to Las Vegas
for the national competition. Na-
tional competition winners will
receive more than $10,000 in
prizes.

In addition to the scholar-
ship a seminar will be held to help
families manage their finances
and start planning for college.
For more information, call (323)
469-8680 ext. 232.

Scholarships
available for Texas

 High School Students

“It’s important for
marketers to
recognize and

understand the full
diversity ofthe

Black Population.”

-Nielsen Company 2011

AAUL offers FREE com-
puter classes at 8011 Cameron
Road from 6:00 PM-9:00 PM
starting March 19 Monday thru
Thursday. Their Essential Office
Skills class will help students ac-
quire the knowledge necessary to
work with Microsoft Office:
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Access,
Hotmail, and Internet. Students
must bring a Photo ID, Social
Security card, Birth Certificate,
Proof of Residency, and Proof of
Income to register. Please call
(512) 478-7176 for assistance.
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Sports

Bruce Bowen Will Be
Honored By The Spurs

By: Terry Davis
On March 21 the

Bruce Bowen will be immor-
talized by the San Antonio
Spurs.  On that date
Bowen’s jersey will be raised
to the rafters and will never
be worn again.

Bowen’s No. 12 jersey
will join, James Silas’ No 13,
George Gervin’s No. 44,
Johnny Moore’s No. 00 ,
David Robinson’s N. 50.
Sean Elliott’s No. 32 and
Avery Johnson’s No 6 in the
rafters in the AT & T Center.

Bowen Joined the
Spurs in 2001 and played

nine seasons in San Anto-
nio.  Bowen started in ev-
ery game he played in for
the Spurs and averaged 6.4
points, and 1.3 assists per
game.

The 6-7 guard out of
Cal State Fullerton earned
a spot on the NBA’s All-
Defensive Team in eight of
his nine seasons with the
Spurs (was a second team
selection in 2001, 2002 and
2003 before earning first
team honors in 2004, 2005,
2006, 2007 and 2008).

Bowen is one of five
swingmen in NBA history to
earn All-Defensive Team
honors in eight-or-more
straight seasons

Bowen was a part of
three NBA Championship
teams with the Spurs. He ap-
peared in 122 playoff games,
averaging 6.2 points, 2.9 re-
bounds and 1.4 assists.
Bowen can also be seen oc-
casionally courtside at some
Texas Longhorns basketball
analyst for the Longhorn
Network.

Bruce Bowen

The Texas Longhorns Will
Be Dancing In Nashville

By: Terry Davis
The University of Texas

will face the Cincinnati
Bearcats in the second round
of the NCAA tournament in
Nashville, TN on Friday
March 16 at 11:15 am cen-
tral.  Texas enters the tour-
nament at the 11 seed in the
East Region.  The game can
be seen nationally on CBS.

Should Texas advance
to the Third Round, tip time
for that contest on Sunday,
March 20 has not been de-
termined. Texas would face
the winner of Friday’s Florida
State-St. Bonaventure game.

This marks the 14th
consecutive and 30th overall
appearance by the Long-
horns in the NCAA Tourna-
ment. UT is one of just six
schools to have advanced to
each of the last 14 NCAA
Tournaments (1999-2012).
Joining the Longhorns in this
elite group are Duke,
Gonzaga, Kansas, Michigan
State and Wisconsin.

The Longhorns entered
the weekend squarely on the
NCAA bubble and went into
the Big 12 post season bas-
ketball tournament looking
for at least one win.  The
Longhorns got that win in the
second round game against
the Iowa State Cyclones.
Head Coach Rick Barnes

credits his team’s selection
to the NCAA tournament
on two factors first having a
9-9 record in the conference
and playing a very tough
non-conference schedule.

The Longhorns sealed
their faith and the bid with
an impressive win over the
Iowa State Cyclones in last
week’s Big 12 conference
tournament.  The Horns
defeated the Cyclones 71-
65.  The Longhorns were led
by J’Covan Brown in that
win.  Brown scored 22
points in the win.

The Longhorns lost the
Missouri Tigers in the semi-
final round.  Texas came as
close as 4 points of catch-
ing the Tigers in the second
half of that game before
Brown left the game with an
injury.

Brown hit his neck on
a camera and was lying on

the court for several minutes
in extreme pain.  While
Brown was the Tigers took
advantage of his absence
and went on a 9-0 run and
Texas was not able to the
game under ten points again.

Brown continued to a
decorated season.  Brown
was named to the all-tour-
nament first team.  Brown
was the only member to be
named to the team that did
not play in the Championship
Game.

After Texas named
was shown as part the
NCAA tournament Barnes
said, “I’ve never seen a
Texas that was so excited
before to making the tourna-
ment.”  Brown said, “We
played one of the toughest
schedules in the country.  We
are going to go into the tour-
nament and try to shock the
world.”

Spurs Lose TJ Ford
To Retirement

TJ Ford of the San An-
tonio Spurs announced his
retirement from the NBA this
week. Ford was injured in a
game last week against the
New York Knicks.

”While this was a tough
decision to make, it is what
is best for me and my family
at this time,” said Ford. “I
have been blessed to play
alongside wonderful team-
mates for great coaches and
organizations from high school,
to college, to the NBA. Re-
gardless of what the future
holds, I will carry the experi-
ences, the friendships and the
memories with me forever. The
support I’ve received from
family, friends and the fans has
been humbling and I am look-
ing forward to evaluating my
professional options following
this season.”

”The entire organization
has enjoyed having T.J. Ford
in San Antonio this season,”
said Spurs Head Coach Gregg
Popovich. “I congratulate him
on all that he has achieved as a

T J Ford. Photo courtesy of D. Clarke Evans/NBAE via
Getty Images

player and fully support the
difficult decision he was
forced to make. T.J. has a
bright future ahead of him and
will always be a member of
the Spurs family.”

Prior to signing with San
Antonio the 6-0, 165-pound
point guard enjoyed stints with
Milwaukee, Toronto and In-
diana. Ford was selected by
the Bucks in the first round of
the 2003 NBA Draft, with the
eighth overall pick, after play-
ing two seasons at the Uni-
versity of Texas. He enjoyed
his best NBA season during
the 2008-09 campaign, aver-
aging 14.9 points, 5.3 assists
and 3.5 rebounds in 74 games
with the Pacers. In 2004, he
was named to the NBA All-
Rookie Second Team, after
posting averages of 7.1 points
and 6.5 assists. Midway
through his rookie season

Ford suffered a spinal injury
that he would later have sur-
gery on which forced him to
miss the entire 2004-05 sea-
son. For his career, Ford
played in 429 games, averag-
ing 11.2 points, 5.8 assists, 3.1
rebounds and 1.16 steals 27.7
minutes per game.

Ford enjoyed an out-
standing high school and col-
legiate career in the state of
Texas. In his final two seasons
at Willowridge High School,
his teams posted a 75-1
record, capturing back-to-
back Texas 5A State Cham-
pionships. In two seasons at
the University of Texas, Ford
averaged 12.9 points and 8.8
assists. During his sophomore
year he was named both the
Naismith and Wooden Player
of the Year Award winner and
earned 2003 First Team All-
American honors.
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