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By: Terry Davis
Professional boxing re-

turns to Austin courtesy of
ESPN Friday Nights Fights and
Roy Jones Jr. Square Ring Pro-
ductions.  In front of a very good
crowd of over 4,000 boxing
enthusiasts they were entertained
to some very good boxing.

In the featured bout the
WBC number ranted boxing
and previous undefeated boxer
Ismayl Sillake against Denis
Grachev.  Sillake and Grachev
were once sparing partners and
knew about on another coming
into the bout. Sillake dominated
the early rounds and looked to
be in total control of the match
until; Grachev caught Sillake with
a strong right hand.  Sillake ap-
peared to be stunned by the
punch and was trapped in a ring
corner.  Grachev continued to
pound Sillake and scored some
hard shots, when Sillake even-
tually went down and was un-
able to recover.  The ten round

Boxing Returns to Austin With A Bang

Cory Jett (left) squares off against Nick Gonzales.
Photo by Terry Davis

about ended late in the eighth
round on a technical knockout.
Sillake came into the fight
ranked number 2 in the World
Boxing Council Light Heavy-
weight division.  The loss was a
major setback to Sillake.  He
was looking to impress other
promoters in an effort to a ma-
jor title fight.

Yuandale Evans form
Cleveland, Ohio was knockout
2 minute 2 seconds into the first
round by.  Javier Fortuna.
Fortuna from the Dominican

Republic remains undefeated
with a 19-0 14 were by knock-
outs.  Evans goes by the name
of “Money Shot” he was any-
thing but money on the night.
After being tagged by a straight
left hand he went tumbling down
and tried to get up the first, but
was unsuccessful.

Evans was eventually able
to make it up before the ten-
count.  A few seconds later
Fortuna finished the job on
Evans with a flurry of punches.
The fight card highlighted a few

area fighters.  The opening match
pitted heavyweights Clay
Herzing (Austin) against Brice
Ritani (Las Vegas). Local boxer
Herzing was knockout in his pro-
fessional debut 15 seconds into
the first round.

Two local fighters Nick
Gonzales and Cory Yett,
squared off in a four round wel-
terweight match. From the open-
ing seconds of the first round to
the closing second of the fight,
both fighters landed big punches.
Both fighters were in some type
of trouble, but in a fight which no
one deserved to lose no one did.
The fight ended in a draw.

Roy Jones Jr. was in at-
tendance for all of the fights.
Jones made two statements that
should not be overlooked.  The
first statement Jones said was,
“Do not be surprised, but I might
not be done with boxing.  The
second statement from Jones
was, “Boxing might be returning
soon to Austin, Texas.”

HT To Honor
50-year
Class

During
Reunion This

Weekend

(AUSTIN, Texas) —
Members of the Class of
1962 in addition to former
Huston-Tillotson University
kings and queens will be hon-
ored during Reunion Week-
end 2012, scheduled May 3-
6. Reunion Weekend is a
celebration of the institution’s
roots dating to 1875 and
comprised of graduates
from Samuel Huston Col-
lege, Tillotson College,
Huston-Tillotson College,
and now Huston-Tillotson
University. A golf tournament;
the Ram Ball, featuring kings
and queens; awards ban-
quets; the Honors Convoca-
tion; and Commencement
Convocation in addition to
business meetings are
planned during the four days
of activities.Families and
friends planning to attend
campus events should enter
the campus at 900 Chicon
Street from Chalmers or
Comal streets and park in
the appropriate lots.

For more information
about Reunion Weekend or
to purchase tickets for the
events, visit www.htu.edu or
call 512.505.3073. Honors
and commencement convo-
cations are free and open to
the public.

Lubbock ISD Board member
Vernita Woods-Holmes will be in
attendance.

The Universisty Hills
Neighborhood  Association
(UHNA) invites neighbors
to participate in the “We the
People” Northeast Austin
candidate forum on Satur-
day, May 5, 2012, at the
Dottie Jordan Recreation
Center, 2803 Loyola Lane,
Austin, Texas.

Numerous Northeast
Austin neighborhood asso-
ciation members will be in
attendance at the forum.

Candidate interviews
will  be scheduled as follows:

Mayor and Place Two:
10:00 am - 11:00 am

Place Five and Place
Six: 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Precinct One Commis-
sioner and District Attorney:
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

University Hills
To Hold Candidates

Forum

By Alexandria Overton

AAYRA Coordinator

Excitement was in the
atmosphere as youth, par-
ents and supporters filled the
Dell Youth CITI recognition
ceremony held at the African
American Youth Resource
Center. The event was held
to honor the achievements of
the Dell Youth Citi students
in addition to being a public
acknowledgement of sup-
port from Dell and Dell
B.R.I.D.G.E.

Kicking off the event
was Executive Director and
Founder of the African
American Men & Boys Har-
vest Foundation, Mr.
Michael Lofton. Lofton wel-
comed the crowd and ex-
pressed his gratitude to Dell
and the Dell B.R.I.D.G.E
team for their continued sup-
port and generous contribu-
tion.

Following the introduc-
tion was the presentation of
the Dell grant check by
Michele Glaze, (Global Giv-
ing Manager). Glaze’s ex-
citement was evident from
her beaming smile as she en-
lightened the room with her
uplifting address to the
youth.

Harvest Foundation Kids Receive
Certificates from Dell Youth Citi

Graduates of Dell Youth Citi show off certificates.

Next, Commissioner
Ron Davis congratulated the
youth on their achievement;
the genuine enthusiasm was
enough for a standing ova-
tion.

Then, after a highly en-
gaging Prezi presentation,
Sherri Outler (Dell B.R.I.D.G.E
representative), presented the
students with their Building
the CITI certificates.

Cheryl Bradley
(A.I.S.D Board of Trustees)
and Ashton Cumberbatch
(Executive VP, AAMBHF
Board) also expressed their
congratulations and support.

 Wrapping up the
event, Lofton made closing
remarks and invited every-
one to stay for the reception.

“Thank you to every-
one for coming out to sup-
port our youth, families and
community. We are so proud
of these students and their
accomplishments and are
thankful for the continual in-
vestment of Dell B.R.I.D.G.E
and Dell for Powering the
Possible,” Lofton said.

Dell Youth Citi is a pro-
gram that seeks to provide
ACCESS and enhance ICT
skills. Over several weeks,
the students went from

learning the basic fundamen-
tals such as Microsoft office
to engaging in highly ad-
vanced activities like anima-
tion.

 Parents as well as
Youth Pastors can contact
Ms. Janice Johnson at 291-
6081 or Wendell Williams at
291-6114 and enroll their
kids in our Youth Group
Mentoring / Leadership Pro-
grams as well as the Tech-
nology Center. There are
programs for both Boys and
Girls.

Black Media Candidate Forum to
be held Tuesday at the Millennium

Publishers (l to r) T. L. Wyatt (TheVillager) and Akwasi Evans (Nokoa
- The Observer) will hold a candidates forum for candidates in the
May 29 Primary election, Tuesday, May 8 at the Millennium Youth
Entertainment Center, 1154 Hargrave, from 6 to 10 p.m. Candidates
for national, state and county reces have been invited to attend.
The event is open to the public.  There will be opportunities for the
audience to participate in the screening. Photo by Thomas Wyatt

It Is Finally
Time To

Vote!
It seems as though

we have been talking about
the elections forever.  Most
of the talk has been over the
redrawing the congressional
lines.  We have been court
most of  2012 and have only
received temporary changes
that will allow us to continue
with  our elections.  But af-
ter  the ruling of the courts,
we are probably more con-
fused than ever.
     In previous years we
have had our City Council
elections in March and the
Primary Elections were held
in May. Many have been
campaigning  for moving our
City  Council elections to the
general election in Novem-
ber in order to insure a bet-
ter turn out. That is one of
the issues that the council will
have to decide.  Another is-
sue will whether we will
change our council  elections
to Districts or keeping the
Single Member Districts in
Place.
     But, before we can get to
that, we have to elect our
new council. Early voting
started this week and will
continue until May 8.  Elec-
tion day will be May 12,
2012.
     We have interviewed the
candidates, reviewed their
records and watched their
commercials to reach our
decision about the ones that
we will endorse. We recom-
mend these candidates to
you:

   We encourage your sup-
port for these candidates.
But, even if  you do not agree
with our choices, it is very
important that you  vote for
the candidate of your  choice.
     We get a lot of com-
plaints from citizens who
want us to speak to many of
the issues that confront our
community.  We are happy
to do that, but we can be
more effective by reporting
on our citizens speaking up
on these various issues. We
want to be your voice on
these issues.
     Next week we will be
celebrating our 39th Anni-
versary as your “Community
Service Weekly.”

Mayor - Brigid Shea
Place 2 - Laura Pressley

Place 5 - Bill Spelman
Place 6 - Sheryl Cole.

Reduce Breast Cancer
See AFRICAN

AMERICAN HEALTH
Page 3

Independence Day
See TOGO
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Limit Background Checks
See JOB GUIDELINES
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Event of the year
See NFL DRAFT
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James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

I often quote famous
Black people, as I am sure most
of us do. We refer to their writ-
ings and their speeches, citing
their words of wisdom and
deriving inspiration from their
knowledge. I often think about
how we recite the words of fa-
mous Black people after they
have passed away. It’s sad to
think that the treasure-trove of
so many important and enlight-

Moving From Words to Action
ening things stated and dem-
onstrated by our predecessors
have not been heeded, and long
after they have died their
words ring hollow among
Black folks.

I hope my words are not
merely quoted and used sim-
ply to stir the emotions – now
or after I have left this earth.
Too often we let opportunity slip
away because we fail to act
upon information when we re-
ceive it; we’d rather wait and
use the words to temporarily
satisfy and soothe our pains.

Let’s look at some ex-
amples. The phrase “By any
means necessary” has been
used millions of times by our
brothers and sisters. Had we
followed some of Malcolm’s
words at the time he was say-
ing them, imagine where we
would be today. Still, many

Black men and women quote
him and use his words to stir
the emotions, but few are will-
ing to incorporate the words into
their daily lives. How many of
us are willing to have eco-
nomic strength by any means
necessary?

Marcus Garvey is an-
other brother who is quoted
quite often. How many of us
actually live by his words?
How about Mary McLeod
Bethune? She told us what to
do economically before she
died, and we just love to hear
her words today. Have we
turned her words into action?
Martin Delaney, T. Thomas
Fortune, William Wells-Brown,
Harriet Tubman, Ida B. Wells,
and many more have told us
what we must do for ourselves
in order to have a strong eco-
nomic foundation. Are we fol-

lowing the principles they es-
poused?

Let us not forget about
Booker T. Washington, who
practiced what he preached
and demonstrated the results
of his words. And probably the
most quoted of them all,
Frederick Douglass, who told
us what to do and how to do it
more than 100 years ago. We
love to talk about “power” and
how it concedes nothing, and
we rejoice in his notion of agi-
tation.

Are we merely interested
in feeling good about economic
empowerment? Do we just like
to hear the words of these and
more famous Black men and
women? Or, are we willing to
act upon those words as well?
Speakers can recite the words
of famous people and bring the
audience to a fever pitch, but

if the audience goes home and
does not act upon those words,
they become, as another fa-
mous writer and activist said,
“Sounding brass and tinkling
cymbals.”

As we face our collec-
tive economic future, we can
look at it in one of two ways:
As a speeding train about to
run over us or as a train we
are about to board and take a
nice long trip. What’s it going
to be? If we had acted upon a
few of the words our mothers
and fathers uttered when they
walked this earth, I shudder to
think how powerful we would
be, how together we would be,
how truly rich we would be, not
only financially but in most other
ways as well. Additionally,
since we are talking about that
train, we certainly would not
have to worry about it running

us down – we’d own it.
To the thousands of you

who will read this column,
please don’t sit back after
reading it and simply say,
“Man, that was right on the
money,” or something to that
effect. If these words make
you “feel good” then allow
them to make you “do good”
as well.

In the 1950s, Horace
Sudduth said, “Economic free-
dom is the greatest cause be-
fore the Negro today.” In the
1960s, Dr. Martin L. King said,
“The emergency we now face
is economic.” In 1912, Booker
T. Washington said, “Let us
act, before it’s too late – be-
fore others come from foreign
lands and rob us of our birth-
right.” The key word is act. We
should live the words of our
ancestors, not just repeat them.

Safe Harbor for the Homeless

Five-year-old Kamari and
his 3-year-old brother, Shamarr,
clown around in the dining room
of the YWCA Family Center in
Columbus, Ohio. They and their
mother, Stekeshia Harris, slept on
cots in the shelter’s library for
their first three nights there be-
cause there were so many home-
less families needing shelter, a 330
percent increase from two years
ago.

“We’ve been in overflow
for more than a year,” said Gin-
ger Young, the center’s director
of housing programs. She said

Marian Wright Edleman
NNPA Columnist

homelessness is known to trail
recession by two years.

“The economy tanks.
People are laid off. They go
through their savings if they have
savings. They lose their house—
eviction, foreclosure. They sell
their stuff. They live with so and
so until their welcome runs out.
Then it’s either the car or us.”

The YWCA Family Cen-
ter is an emergency shelter, and
for months, mothers, fathers, and
children have appeared at the
door in record numbers and at all
hours carrying bags of clothing
and a few favorite toys. The
center’s policy is not to turn
people away, so employees add
cots everywhere they can find
space. That’s where Pulitzer
Prize-winning reporter Julia Cass
met the Harris family while on
assignment for the Children’s
Defense Fund.

As in Young’s scenario,
Stekeshia Harris’ hard times be-

gan with a layoff. She was work-
ing at a group home for adults
with intellectual disabilities, prima-
rily cooking, cleaning, and bath-
ing the residents and earning $8
an hour when she became preg-
nant with her second child,
Shamarr. The group home
shocked her by letting her go.
“They were afraid I would fall
and I couldn’t pick up the clients
anymore. I was really upset be-
cause I thought I could handle
it,” she said. That was more than
three years ago.

After Shamarr was born,
Stekeshia didn’t get the job back
as she’d hoped. The boys’ fa-
ther helped out for a while but
then left. She babysat for other
children and made a little money
that way. She began receiving
food stamps. She signed up with
a temporary agency and worked
some days here, some days
there, nothing steady. “I put in a
lot of applications but it’s hard,”

she said. Eventually she fell be-
hind in paying rent and faced
eviction. Her sister helped her
with the rent as long as she could.
When she couldn’t afford to
keep helping, she allowed
Stekeshia and the boys to move
in with her and her children but
“that didn’t work out. She really
didn’t have room,” Stekeshia said.
And so the family ended up at
the shelter.

Stekeshia’s goal continued
to be to find a job. “Any job to
get my foot in the door.” She regu-
larly sent out a number of appli-
cations. A hospice needed a cook
and she thought she would be
qualified because she cooked in
the group home. She went down-
town to put in an application at a
former Hyatt hotel with new
owners. “Dietary, housekeeping,
front desk. Whatever position I
could get, I’d be happy with…
Just keep trying. That’s my
motto. I am so praying I get one

of these jobs so I can move on
and give some other family a
chance to be here.”

A recent front page New
York Times article by Jason
DeParle reported that as many
as one in every four low-income
single mothers is jobless and with-
out cash aid—roughly 4 million
women and children with no
money, no job. It said many of
these families are blocked from
receiving help by time limits and
other restrictions put into place
by the mid-1990s welfare re-
form: “[M]uch as overlooked
critics of the restrictions once
warned, a program that built its
reputation when times were good
offered little help when jobs dis-
appeared.”

And as a result, the article
goes on to say, “The poor people
who were dropped from cash
assistance here, mostly single
mothers, talk with surprising open-
ness about the desperate, and

sometimes illegal, ways they
make ends meet. They have sold
food stamps, sold blood, skipped
meals, shoplifted, doubled up with
friends, scavenged trash bins for
bottles and cans and returned to
relationships with violent part-
ners—all with children in tow.”

But for many families
even desperate measures to
make ends meet aren’t working.
The rising numbers of homeless
families like those in the Harrises’
crowded shelter is a sign that for
many Americans the safety net
has collapsed while in Washing-
ton, the House Budget
Committee’s latest draconian
budget proposes even deeper
cuts in the safety net while re-
fusing to ask the rich and power-
ful to contribute their fair share.
Indeed, it would give them more
tax breaks at the expense of poor
struggling families like the
Harrises desperately trying to get
back on their feet.

President Obama Needs to Solidify His Base

In 2008, Senator Barack
Obama was elected president by
beating Senator John McCain by
six points, 52 percent to 46 per-
cent of the popular vote and car-
rying the Electoral College by a
margin of 364- to 174. The Illi-
nois senator campaigned against
the failed domestic and foreign
policies of the George W. Bush
administration. Americans had
become disillusioned with tax cuts
for the wealthy and two misman-
aged wars that contributed to out-
of-control budget deficits.

Candidate Obama cam-

paigned with a populist message.
He promised to return America
and its government to the people
with a “transparent government”
and “change we can believe in.”
He championed a collective spirit
of hope with the slogan “Yes, we
can!” According to The Econo-
mist, in 2008, America was
“…unhappy, divided and foun-
dering both at home and abroad.”
Many voters feared that a Presi-
dent McCain would just support
more of the same Bush policies
that took America to the brink of
disaster. Now, four years later
under President Obama, Ameri-
cans are still unhappy, unem-
ployed, underemployed, divided,
and foundering both at home and
abroad. In 2008, the message
was “Hope” and “Change.” The
Obama buzz phrase for 2012 is
“Are you in?”

Yes, we’re in – we are in
trouble. To be fair, the Obama
administration has done a num-
ber of things right. However, in

spite of all the things the Obama
administration has been able to
accomplish, even with a divided
government, his base on the left
is raising some very important
questions. Some say the
president’s $787 billion stimulus
bill saved the American economy
from falling into a full-scale de-
pression. He saved the auto in-
dustry and passed the Lilly
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act for
women. But why did the Obama
administration back away from
eliminating the Bush era tax cuts?

While President Obama
deserves credit for ending mili-
tary involvement in Iraq, killing
Osama bin Laden and either cap-
turing or killing other high rank-
ing terrorists, he also signed the
2012 Defense Authorization Act
that allowed the government to
indefinitely detain American citi-
zens. Attorney General, Eric
Holder believes that the govern-
ment can assassinate American
citizens abroad without having to

get court approval.
Why did this president

choose to pass health care re-
form, yet take the single payer
option off the table? That’s some-
thing that candidate Obama cam-
paigned on.

Maybe most important,
why are some of the same
people who advocated
deregulating the financial indus-
try that contributed to causing the
fiscal crisis, now serving as the
president’s key economic advis-
ers? Even as a senator, Obama
supported broader authority for
the government’s eavesdropping
program and legal immunity for
telecommunications companies
that participated in it? It’s very
important to remember that
Senator Obama was able to
weave together a very diverse
base in support of his run for the
White House. He was the first
Democrat since President Carter
to win more than 50 percent of
the popular vote. He captured 66

percent of voters between the
ages of 18-29, 68 percent of first-
time voters, and 47 percent of
White independent voters. By
capturing Virginia, North Caro-
lina, and Indiana, Obama
changed the political calculus for
2012. These demographics
turned out in support of the mes-
sage of change, hope, and a
more transparent government.
Now many of these same people
believe the Obama administra-
tion is more Bushesque than
Bush.

The president will need to
address some of the concerns if
he wants to reassure his base that
their support for him was not mis-
guided. In 2009 The New York
Times wrote, “Until there is true
transparency and true account-
ability, revelations of that unre-
solved eight-year nightmare
(Bush) will keep raining down
drip by drip, disrupting the new
administration’s high ambitions.”
Many in the Obama administra-

tion believe that they are smarter
than most and eventually the
people will catch up with them.
Is it possible that the base is
smarter than they’ve been given
credit for? Could it be that the
base is anxiously waiting for
President Obama’s arrival to the
place where he told them he
would be four years ago? Over
the past four years, the adminis-
tration has pandered more to his
opposition than his base. Even
against a weak and damaged
Mitt Romney, the Obama cam-
paign needs to develop and ar-
ticulate a clear direction, a pow-
erful theme, and cohesive mes-
sage. People need to understand
what they are voting for, not
against.

In 2012, the president is
running on his record, not against
Bush or McCain. We need to
know where he stands on key
issues before once again com-
mitting our vote. Am I In? Yes, if
the president is.

Wilmer J. Leon III
NNPA Columnist

An Election Update from Our Congressman, Democrat Lloyd Doggett

By U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett (Dem.)

Tuesday, May 29 is the last
chance to cast a ballot for me
and President Obama in a Demo-

cratic primary.
When President Lyndon

Johnson served in Congress, he

represented much of Central
Texas. As President Johnson
fought for and passed the Voting
Rights Act and Medicare, as a
senior member of the Budget and
the Ways and Means Commit-
tees in Congress, I have stood
up to Republicans and have
fought hard to preserve Social
Security, Medicare, the Voting
Rights Act and affordable, qual-
ity health care for all Americans.

Standing Up Against Gov-
ernor Perry Because of my work
to ensure that federal education
dollars actually went to aid our
vital neighborhood public schools,
Governor Perry and his Repub-
lican cohorts aimed to achieve
through redistricting what they

couldn’t at the polls: prevent me
from serving as your voice in
Washington. Doing Tom DeLay
two better and splitting Travis
County into five crooked con-
gressional districts, Governor
Perry has worked to ensure that
79% of the people of Travis
County cannot vote on whether
or not I should be reelected. Con-
necting Pflugerville and Huston-
Tillotson University (I live about
4 blocks from HTU) to the edge
of Waco and East Austin to East
San Antonio, under the new map,
the largest number of my cur-
rent constituents live in Congres-
sional District 35.

Vote During Early Voting,
May 14 – May 25. Local elec-

tions will take place on Saturday,
May 12, but early voting for
President Obama and me begins
Monday, May 14 and runs
through Friday, May 25, with
Election Day occurring after
Memorial Day on Tuesday, May
29. If you can vote in congres-
sional district 35, as shown on
your voter registration card un-
der the heading top right “U.S.
Rep.,” it is critical that you show
up when early voting begins, so
that we can ensure Austin keeps
a voice in Congress.

Join My Campaign. As an
effective advocate for schools,
veterans, health care and retire-
ment security, my service fits well
with the neighborhoods that have

now been joined from South San
Antonio to North Austin. I will
continue the visits with working
families that I already have un-
derway and I will continue to
stand up to Rick Perry and other
extremists, whose misguided poli-
cies are threatening our families’
security. I hope that you will join
my campaign by signing up to vol-
unteer on my website
www.VoteDoggett.com, visiting
my Facebook page at
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
LloydDoggettTX, or stopping by
my East Austin office at 1713 E.
7th Street to lend a hand.

Remember, we are in this
together. We must never give up
and never give in.



Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He exhibited
is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you. For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday  School 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service
Thursday: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study  7:00 PM

Call 454-1547 for Transporation
Website www.agapebcaustintx.orgRev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium     5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723

Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Site-

stpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.
      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

JOSHUA CHAPEL CHRISTIAN METHODIST
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1006 Yeager Lane, Suite 102-A        Austin, Texas

Sunday  Services
Sunday School                10:00 A.M.
Worship Service             11:00 A.M.

WEDNESDAY   Bible Study            6:30 P.M.
SATURDAY New

 Member Assimilation 10:00 A.M.

Rev. Lois Hayes, Pastor

Rosewood  Avenue Missionary Baptist Church
1820 Rosewood Avenue, Austin, Texas 78702

  (512) 476-8201   Fax (512) 476-5693

Weekly Services
Sunday School   9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship   11:00 a.m.
Wed. Night Bible Fellowship  6:30 p.m.

Rev. Coby Shorter, III
Pastor

The Spencer & Ora Lee Nobles
“Hope Center”  (512) 476-6722

Websi te :
www.rosewoodbaptistchurch.org

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street   512-478-1875   Fax: 512-478-1892

     Sunday Services
Worship Service 8:00 A.M.
Sunday School 9:00 A.M.
Discipleship Training            10:00 A.M.
Worship Service               11:00 A.M.

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service          7:00 P.M.
           Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Rev. Rodney L Swisher,
B.A., M. Div., Interim Pastor

Bus Ministry         Call 512-478-1875

AFRICAN ASSEMBLIES of GOD
CHURCH

A growing church ministering to African American and
other nationals

Come worship with us

Sunday Worship 11:30 A.M.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting    6:45 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18

  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

If you have church news
or

to have your church included on
this page, send information to

vil3202@aol.com
or

call 512-476-0082.

The Church of Glad Tidings     2700 Northland Dr.   Austin, TX 78756
For more information, contact Pastor Jonah Ghartey

512-873-8103    www.allnationschurch@yahoo.com

Place of Worship

St Annie A.M.E. Church
1711 Newton Street
Austin, Texas 78704

Voice mail   (512) 444-4509
E-mail: saamechurch@peoplepc.com

Church School       9:30 A.M. Sun
Morning Worship  10:45 A.M. Sun

Bible Study  7:30 P.M. Sun.

Rev. Derwin D. Gipson, Pastor

Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Chruch
1701 Chestnut Avenue  Austin, TX 78702

Church Phone (512) 476-0838

Morning Worship Service @ 11 a.m.
Sundays @ 9:00a.m.- Sunday school
Sunday  @ 10:00am Bible Study
 Monday @ 6:30 pm Bible Study
 Mid-Week Service each Wednesday
 evening at 6:30 p.m., where there
  is Prayer, Praising, and Preaching
   going on. Come and worship with
   us!!!

Rev. Ralph H. Daniels, Pastor

Advancing the Ministry -
Expanding the Church

DOUBLE

 GROCERY
“R”

THE
AIRPORT

FLEE MARKET
Saturdays and

Sundays

450l East Martin
Luther King Blvd.

1149 Airport Blvd.
      &

Locations
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

2115 E. MLK Blvd.
512-476-7338

Austin, Texas 78702
www.PHRX.Net

Open  Mon-Fri 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat 9 a.m. - Noon

HOSPITAL PHARMACY
Serving Austin since 1970

Let us Fill your next Perscription!
SAVE TIME

*Ask your doctor to call your prescription in to us
and we’ll have it  ready for you when you get here!
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KIDz 4 CHRIST SUMMER CAMP
The Kidz 4 Christ Camp registration has already begun.

You may pick up registration forms at
Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church, 5900 Cameron Road,

Austin, TX, Church Office.  Registration cost includes:
Breakfast, Lunch, Afternoon snack

Fieldtrips,  One T-shirt
 {additional T-shirts are $10 each –
Must be preordered and prepaid}

Camp Info:
Ages 4-13, 7 a.m.-6 p.m.,  M-F  Camp Dates:  June 4 – July27

$550 per child-full 8 weeks ($275 Deposit)
$350 per child –June only ($175 Deposit)
$350 per child—July only  ($175 Deposit)

The Alliance for African
American Health in Central
Texas (Alliance) recently re-
ceived a grant from the Komen
Austin Affiliate to implement
the project Education to Ac-
tion: Increasing Breast Cancer
Screening among African
American Women. The goal
of the project is to increase the
number of African American
women over age 40 who get
annual screening mammo-
grams and provide breast
health education to young adult
women and those 40 and
older.

African American
women in Central Texas con-

tinue to outpace other racial/
ethnic groups in breast cancer
deaths. One key factor con-
tributing to this outcome is that
African American women
have higher incidences of late-
stage diagnosis. With this
project, the Alliance will not
only spread the message about
the importance of early detec-
tion, but also recruit women to
get screened, host a mobile
mammography event and pro-
vide patient navigation services
for anyone who requires fur-
ther diagnostic testing and/or
treatment.

This project will utilize an
evidence-based model devel-

oped by Dr. Mary Lou
Adams, Associate Professor
at the University of Texas
School of Nursing. A key com-
ponent of that model is getting
African American women in-
volved in promoting breast
health messages and screen-
ing services to other women
in their community and circle
of influence. “Engaging com-
munity members to educate
and encourage each other
about health matters is at the
core of all we do as organiza-
tion,” said Marva Overton,
Executive Director.

The Alliance’s mission is
to reduce the number of Afri-
can Americans who are diag-
nosed with, or die from, prevent-
able illnesses and diseases that
disproportionately affect African
Americans. To achieve this mis-
sion, the Alliance strives to en-
gage community members to
outreach, educate and advocate
for personal lifestyle, environ-
mental, and policy changes that
will lead to better health out-
comes and quality of life.

To learn more about the
breast cancer project and how
you can be involved, the Alliance
is hosting an informational ses-
sion on Tuesday, May 15th, 6:30
– 7:30 pm and Wednesday,
May 16th, 11am – Noon. Both
sessions will be held at the Uni-
versity Hills Library, 4721
Loyola Lane, Austin, TX 78723.
For more information contact
Marva Overton, moverton
aaahct@austin.rr.com or (512)
619-4280.

Photo (left to right): Rick Reeder, Komen Austin Board Presi-
dent; Marva Overton, Alliance for African American Health in Cen-
tral Texas Executive Director; Christy Casey-Moore, Komen Austin
Executive Director

Grant to Alliance for African American Health
in Central Texas to Reduce Breast Cancer

The Austin/Travis
County Health and Human
Services Department (A/
TCHHSD) is pleased to an-
nounce the release of their
Critical  Health Indicators
2012 report which provides
an overview on the well-be-
ing of more than one million
residents of Austin/Travis
County.

This report represents
the department’s inaugural
effort to gather, analyze, and
present information on se-
lected diseases, conditions,
and risk factors.

According to Carlos
Rivera, Director-Austin/
Travis County Health and
Human Services Depart-
ment, “This report estab-
lishes a baseline of health for
residents of Austin and Travis
County which we expect will
assist public health practitio-
ners and our partners to bet-
ter understand the issues that
impact the quality and pro-
ductivity of our lives. The
document represents one of
several tools that A/
TCHHSD will use to con-
tinue the development of
strategies toward becoming
an even healthier commu-
nity.”

The report highlights
important diseases that affect
our community such as can-
cer and heart disease, as well
as risk factors that contrib-
ute to illness and preventable

deaths.  It also contains a
section devoted to examin-
ing potential health dispari-
ties in our community. These
disparities are related to
race/ethnicity, access to
care, income, education and
a number of other risk fac-
tors.

Highlights of the report
include:

· Cancer and heart
disease were the top two
leading causes of death
among Travis County resi-
dents in 2008, far ahead of
all other causes of death.

· Tobacco remains
the leading cause of prevent-
able death in Austin and
Travis County.  In 2008, al-
most 600 deaths in Travis
County were caused by
cigarettes and other tobacco
products.

· About one-fourth of
adults in the county, over
118,000 persons, are con-
sidered clinically obese.

· The mortality rate
from diabetes among blacks
and Hispanics was more
than double the rate for

Critical Health Indicators
Report Released

whites.
· From 2006 to 2008

the percentage of mothers
who identify as black and
Hispanic with “late or no pre-
natal care” was over twice
that of white mothers. Late
or no prenatal care is often
related to a mother’s ability
to access medical care and
low birth weight.

· Differences in the
disease burden by race and
ethnicity were seen in the risk
of death from diabetes and
cardiovascular disease, be-
ing overweight or obese,
premature births, and higher
rates of HIV, AIDS, and
STDs.

· The lack of any kind
of health care coverage is
associated with a higher
prevalence of being over-
weight and obese in the
county.

The report can be
found on the City of Austin’s
website at,

h t tp : /www.aust in
texas.gov/news/2012-criti-
cal-health-indicators-report-
released
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Youth of Today

Hope of Tomorrow

Managing campaigns for corporations
around the clock, around the world.

Tierra Good
Hornsby-Dunlap Elementary

May is full of activities
as we get ready to end the
school year.  Field  days will
be May 2nd through May 4th.
3rd graders will have field day

May Activities at Hornsby
on May 2nd, 4th, grade on
May 3rd and 5th grade on
May 4th.

 The activities will start
at 9 a.m. and will be next
door at Dailey Middle
School.  There will also be a
concession stand to buy
snacks.

 The kindergarten, 1st

and 2nd graders will have their
field day on May11th at
Hornsby.  On Thursday, we
will have a “Book Luau”.
This is a book fair from 3
pm-7 pm.  There will be
snow cones and a moonwalk
for the families to enjoy.

Saturday May 26,
2012  the Pflugerville Middle
School 7th and 8th grade
Choir  will be going  on a
field  trip to Six Flags in  San
Antonio, Texas. The
Pflugerville Middle School
Choir has earned this field
trip for working hard and

Darius Hatcher
Pflugerville Middle School

 The Six Flags Trip
being dedicated all year and
learning from our mistakes.

This year the choir
students have been taught
many new things and have
matured  a lot.

This trip to Six flags is
a chance for us to celebrate
all we have accomplished this
year in choir. We will have
our final event together  as a
choir, and  say our  goodbyes
until next year..

 Choir has been like a
family  for us we support
each  other, cheer each other
on, and have great friend-
ships. The Pflugerville
Middle School Choir would
like to thank Ms. Kelly
Sedatole, our choir director,
for all her hard work with us
and teaching us to be dedi-
cated  and never give up.

This past weekend  we
took the Regional Champi-
onship title in San Antonio!
Only placing  in 5 events, we
still managed to win the
whole meet for 4A  girls. We
competed in the 4x100 re-
lay, 4x200 relay, 200 meter
dash, 400 meter dash, 800
meter dash, 1600,3200
meter  run, javelin, and  long
jump. We placed in the
4x100, 4x200, 200, 400 and
800.

Only the top two in fi-
nals advance to State, but
top three get a medal. State

Destini Gorrer
LBJ High School

is held at the Mike Myers
Stadium.  Our Sophomore
Dana, competed in the 400
meter dash she ended up
getting 3rd in finals by 6 hun-
dredths of a second. Our
junior Hannah competed in
the 800 meter run and placed
3rd in finals setting her a per-
sonal record of 2:19! Our
junior, Macahla competed in
the 200 meter dash and took
the first place title! She also
set the stadium record, Con-
gratulations!

We took first place
titles in both relays! We had
to compete with our alter-
nate Kyana in the 4x200
meter relay finishing with a
time of 1:41. Going into fi-
nals we broke our own sta-
dium record with a 47.95
and in finals we ended up
running a 47.71 setting an-
other stadium record.

We would like as many
people as possible to come
support us at State. Friday
May 11th at the Mike Myers
Stadium!

Regional Champions

The end of the school
year is coming  to an end and
many students are  very ex-
cited for  the summer to start.
But the year is not over yet,
and the staff at Pflugerville

Marshay Hatcher
Pflugerville High School

Good Behavoir Month
High School wants to keep
the students focused till the
last day of  school.

For the entire month of
May, Pflugerville High
School will promote Good
Behavior. Students with no
tardies, absences, or refer-
rals wil l have the opportu-
nity to be included in  a
drawing for lots of great
prizes. One of the grand
prizes will  be a  lap top.

With this great incentive
many students have pledged
to stay focused and display
good behavior until the end
of the year, and not get dis-
tracted by summer time fun.

For as long as I can
remember, I have been a proud
owner of some sort of mobile
device, whether it is a cell
phone, game boy, or mp3
player. While in school, I have
never really put any of those
devices to use. This is because
of the district policy that pro-
hibits the use of any electronic
device, with the exception of
some e-readers. In many lo-
cations around the entire cam-
pus of Del Valle High School,
there are signs that have
helped to remind “students” of
the rules pertaining to the use
of electronics.

 Recently, during the
week  of   TAKS testing, the
teacher who was assigned to
give us the test used her cell
phone. At the beginning of each
test, each student is required
to place any of their electronic
devices in a container of some
sort. All of the students did this,
but before we were even al-
lowed to get our things back,
she had her phone out which
distracted many  of us.

 I’m not saying this is a

 Jaquarry Wilson
Del Valle High School

Unfair  School  Policies
bad thing, but I don’t think it’s
a  good thing either. If teachers
are allowed to have their cell
phones out, why  aren’t students?
I sort of possess an understand-
ing as of why we aren’t allowed
to have them during testing, but
at other times as well? While I
was in a class, a teacher had her
cell phone ringer on, missed the
call, and then called the person
back on her cell phone in front
of  the class.

I know for a fact  that it
is definitely a  much bigger dis-
traction  for a  teacher’s mo-
bile phone to make loud
sounds and for her to answer
it than for that same circum-
stance to be brought upon a
student. The most unfair dif-
ference between the two is that
the student would have prob-
ably gotten into a lot of trouble
and would’ve had to pay fif-
teen dollars to retrieve his or
her phone.

The teacher who had an-
swered her phone “excused”
herself  by saying that she had an
ill family member, something I to-
tally understand, but it’s not fair
that if a student had given the
same excuse he would not have
received any pity especially not
any from the faculty and staff at
Del Valle! This is a complete
outrage in my opinion. It defeats
the purpose of stopping the use
of electronics because of dis-
tractions if teachers will continue
to use them, especially when they
use them during class time!

Since TAKS week
is finally over and I no longer
have to take my TAKS test,
I feel so relieved. But I still
need to handle my end of the
year  business.  As a junior,

Bria Good
LBJ High School

Busy Month Ahead
I have no room to slack off
because colleges see  every-
thing.

This week is spring
show and prom. I’m really
excited about it! This is my
first time going to prom  so
I’m eager to see how it turns
out. Of course, Spring show
is going to be really emo-
tional because it is the last
performance of the year.

 I will also be taking
my  SAT this saturday as
well. Junior year is slowly,
but surely,  coming to an
end. I’m apprehensive yet ex
cited for my future ahead.
GO JAGS!

Students in PRE  AP
algebra took a feild trip to
the University of  Texas (UT)
Austin. It was so much fun!
They took us for a tour
around the entire campus.

For me, the best
part of the field trip was the
stadium. Touring the football

 

 Latrice Lipscomb
Del Valle Middle School

Our UT Field Trip
field got us yearning  for col-
lege lifestyle. We were so ex-
cited to be on the turf of  the
National Championships.

After the tour
around the campus, the lec-
tures, and the football
stadium,we  ate lunch buffet
style at the college cafeteria.
The whole purpose of the
field trip was to keep us in-
terested in college. We then
loaded on our buses and
went back to school.

The algebra field trip
was so much fun. We can’t
wait until the next one. The
trip succeeded in it’s pur-
pose. I picked back up the
conversation with my family
about getting ready for col-
lege.

The Pflugerville school
district’s promise to its stu-
dents and the community
the district serves,  is to
prepare Each Child for
Their Future in Our World.
One way PISD is living up
to that promise is through
the Conference for Equity
and Social Justice in Edu-
cation. Planned in
partnership with the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin,
the conference is scheduled
for Friday, August 10  from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m at
Hendrickson High School.
The conference provides an
outstanding  opportunity

 Adrian Jackson
Pflugerville High School

Equity and Social
Justice in Education

for educators to participate
in professional  learning,
geared toward creating in-
clusive school environ-
ments that meet the needs
of all students.

The conference is  free
and registration is open to
anyone who is interested in
attending, including parents
and community members.

The Conference for
Equity and Social Justice
in Education presents an
excellent opportunity for
networking. Each year the
organizers try to provide
conference attendees with
relevant presentations.
This year they are reach-
ing out  to the community
to expand  the sessions
offered.

Those interested in
presenting  are encour-
aged to fill out the regis-
tration form. The deadline
is May 15.  Questions or
parties interested in pre-
senting can contact Sara
Lucas at 512-594-0110,
or Rachelle Warren at
512-594-0044.

I have waited for this
year to come. Elementary was
long and boring school year,
middle school it was an okay
school year. Now that I am
becoming a ninth grader and
taking a big step in my life I
feel proud. I am at the end of
my eighth grade year and I still
don’t know what high school
I want to go to. I have a choice
of LBJ or Austin High School.
I know people at both schools
and people want me to go there
with them. This is one of the
hardest decisions I have ever
had to make. I don’t want to
choice the wrong high school

END OF THE MIDDLE
SCHOOL LIFE IS HERE!!!!

or nothing so I’m trying to
choose wisely. I am happy to
be getting out of middle school
because of all the boring rules,
they make you feel like you still
in elementary. The school tells
you what you can wear and
not wear. When you’re in
middle school it feels like you
have no freedom. The dances
are boring; you have dress
code, and a whole lot more. I
do like middle school in all but
I would rather be in high
school than stuck there. I am
thankful to be able to move on
into a step of life like this
though. The only thing that I
will hate is that the people that
I grew up with are going to a
different school then I am and
it’s been so long and now
we’re finally leaving each
other. I just hope when I gradu-
ate I am able to see all my good
childhood friends and still be
good friends with them.

Deziah Gorrer
Clint Small Middle School
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Samuel Thompson

The Dailey Middle
School Parent Involve-
ment Committee, PIC
for short, is a volunteer
group of people who

Deria Good
Dailey Middle School

Dailey Parent
Involvement Committee

help the school com-
munity.  The commit-
tee holds family and
community events and
help raise  funds for
field trips.

  PIC also helps to
raise money for stu-
dent  and c lassroom
supplies. Helping the
teachers and staff with
some of their duties is
another thing that PIC
does. The goal
of the PIC is to create
a “Community Pack”
for ourTimberwolves.
Come run wi th  the
Pack!!

The  Pf lugervi l le
Middle School Choir is
having our annual “POP
Show”. The POP Show
theme is musical theater
this year, and the students
are very excited.

POP Show will be on
Friday,  May 25, 2012

P.O.P Show

Andrae Hatcher
Pflugerville Middle School

from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
The entrance fee will be
$1.00 for anyone that
wants to attend. The show
will be held in  the cafete-
ria.

There will  be many
solo and group perfor-
mances  to  wow the
crowd. The POP Show is
a chance for the choir stu-
dents to show off all their
progress from the school
year.

At the end of every
POP Show there is power
point played with pictures
of students in the class-
room, at school events,
performances, and enjoy-
ing field trips. Students
are also awarded  for
there  great wok in choir.

Austin,Texas – The
City of Austin Art in Public
Places (AIPP) program
seeks to commission an ex-
perienced public artist to
participate as part of the de-
sign team for the Consoli-
dated Rental Car Facility
(CONRAC) Art in Public
Places project at the Austin-
Bergstrom International Air-
port. The selected artist will
collaborate with the design
team to create integrated art-
work for the new facility and
add an artistic perspective to
the overall design.

A maximum amount of
$140,000 is available for all
fees associated with the se-
lected artist’s design team
participation. A correspond-
ing budget of $1,260,000
includes all fees associated
with fabrication and installa-
tion of the artwork, includ-
ing materials, labor, permit-
ting fees, transportation, in-
surance, and other associ-
ated costs. The design team
artist may or may not be se-
lected to fabricate and install
the artwork.

Professional visual art-
ists at least 18 years of age
permanently residing and le-
gally qualified to work in the
United States, and not under
contract with the AIPP pro-
gram at the time of applica-
tion, are eligible to apply. Ap-
plications are due by 5:00 pm
(CST) on Monday, May 21,
2012 via ASAPP!, the AIPP
program’s online application
system at:

www.austintexas.gov/aipp/
apply/default.cfm.

An Artist Information
Meeting will be held at City
Hall (301 W. 2nd Street; Aus-
tin, TX 78701) in the Boards
and Commissions Room, on
May 3, 2012 at 11 am

(CST). AIPP staff, project
architect, project manager,
and other members of the
design team will present in-
formation on the project and
answer questions from inter-
ested artists. It will be in an
interactive webcast format to

If you are someone
with a criminal back-
ground and need help in
finding employment, pre-
senting your skills to em-
ployers, and/or gaining
new skills, please come to
a FREE informational
workshop.

Where: African Ameri-
can Men  & Boys  Harvest
Foundation (AAMBHF)
African American Youth Re-
source Center Conference
Room, 6633 Highway 290,
Ste. 303, Austin, TX 78723.

When: Every Wednes-
day 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Why:To Rebuild  your
Life

Who: Mary E. Moran,
Facilitator – (512) 947-0598
or email @
memoranowds@yahoo.com

Please call to reserve
your  spot as space is lim-
ited.

encourage broad and remote
participation, and recorded
for viewing via the AIPP
webpage. The interactive
webinar portal will be acces-
sible at: www.austin
texas.gov/department/aipp-
opportunities.

City Seeks Experienced Public Artist for Austin-Bergstrom
International Airport Art In Public Places Project

“Enhancing The Lives of Individuals
Wanting a Second Chance.”
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In 1995, the Peeks
Cruises and Tours opened
its doors in Central Texas.
Karen Duncan, the founder
of Peeks Cruises and Tours
opened up a travel agency
because she realized that she
can work from home while
pursuing her passion of help-
ing people plan a good fam-
ily, personal, or group trips
around the world. More-
over, the owner had a travel
agency even before “having
a home-based travel busi-
ness was popular”. As a re-

sult, Peeks Cruises and
Tours has been helping and
serving Central Texas by of-
fering various vacation pack-
ages.

Peeks Cruises and
Tours focuses on honey-
moon destinations; cruises;
European trips; and group
travel. Peeks Travel is now
booking for an “Old School
Soul Cruise” which will oc-
cur from October 19 to Oc-
tober 22, 2012. Moreover,
the cruise will be leaving from
Miami Florida to the Baha-

mas. According to Peeks
Travel Agency, “The traveler
will be able to enjoy a week-
end listening and dancing to
the music of the DJ as he
plays some old school jams”.
In addition, they are also
planning a trip in December.
Furthermore, one can con-
tact Peeks Travel Agency at
info@peeksvacation.net;
peeksvacations.net or (512)
297-6091.

Finally Peeks Cruises
and Tours seeks to help
people “arrange” various
travels. They try to help by
offering various types of pay-
ment options. Payment plans
tend to help traveler pay for
trip over a period of time.
According to Peeks Travel
Agency, taking a vacation
once and a while does help
with a person’s over all well-
being. In addition, travelling
helps a person learn about
many different and various
cultures.

Peeks Cruise Ship

The Nation of Togo’s Independence Day

The nation of Togo first
received its independence on
April 27, 1960. Conse-
quently, on April 27, 2012
the nation of Togo celebrated
its 52nd Independence Day.

Since its independence, Togo
has faced military coups,
political and economic insta-
bilities and an uphill struggle
for democracy.

Now, Togo is on its

pathway to political reform
and reconciliation among its
people. Moreover, Togo is
a small country located in
West Africa with a popula-
tion of 6.8 millions.

The Togolese Diaspora
throughout the world, includ-
ing the one of Central Texas
celebrated their nation’s In-
dependence Day. Moreover,
the Togolese Diaspora came
together to recognize their
country’s Independence
Day. The Independence Day
celebration was “toned
down and low keyed” but,
hopefully next year’s Inde-
pendence Day will be more
festive.

The Central Texas
Togolese Association was
recently formed and has ap-
pointed Mr. Foday as its
President. Moreover, the
Central Texas Togolese As-
sociation is open to all “sons
and daughters” of Togo liv-
ing in Central Texas. Ac-
cording to one member, the
Togolese Association has
helped “formed a bond of
friendship and also allows
time for him to learn more
about his country”.

Finally, the Togolese
Association meets on the last
Sunday of the month.

Peeks Cruises & Tours Serve Central Texas

Meeting Seeks to Push Back
The War on Women

On April 30th 2012,
a rally to “End the War on
Women” created by the
extreme right wing of the
Republican Party was held
at the Texas State Capital
in Austin. According to the
organizers over 2,000
people attended the event.
There were people of all
races and social-economic
backgrounds. Both men
and women attended the
rally to protest this war.

Moreover, there are
several cases of legislation
that has been “pushed” or
passed that make it seem to

be or a perceived as “War
on Women”. Some of the
items passed by the Re-
publican Party included the
de-funding of Planned Par-
enthood by Governor Rick
Perry. However, a Federal
judge has blocked the de-
funding of Planned Parent-
hood.

According to
Moveon.org, the “War on
Women” done by the Re-
publican Party, even at the
Federal Level is the follow-
ing: Republicans want to
cut the program of Head
Start by $1 billion dollars.

That means over 200,000
kids could lose their spots
in preschool. Republicans
are pushing to eliminate all
funds for the only Federal
Family Planning Program.
In order to defeat the “War
on Women” people have
begun to organize in small
groups. Over the past
weeks, these small groups
have started to mobilize
and hold forums. As a re-
sult, various small groups
have come together to fight
back against the Republi-
can Party’s “War on
Women”.

By Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
By Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Map of Togo

By Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Sparking Outrage, Uganda Police on Tape
Groping Opposition Political Leader

Apr. 24 (GIN) – The
groping of a high ranking
woman political leader by
police provoked outrage and
a spontaneous protest by
Ugandan women who
marched on Kampala’s main
police station semi-clothed.

The grabbing of Ms.
Ingrid Turinawe’s breast was
captured on a private cam-
era and posted online. Ms.
Turnawe had been attempt-
ing to attend a banned rally
of Uganda’s Activists for

Change (A4C), which has
since been renamed to “For
God and my Country
(4GC)” in Nansana, near the
capital city Kampala.

Minister of State for
Internal Affairs, James Baba
said, “One officer has been
suspended pending further
investigation.”

The action was con-
demned by the state Ethics
and Integrity Minister Simon
Lokodo and the American
public affairs officer.

Ms. Turinawe leads the
opposition Forum for
Democratic Change. In the
video, several heavily clad

officers are seen pulling her
out of her vehicle by her
breast, causing her to
scream and pull away.

Members of the Ugan-
dan opposition have com-
plained of frequent harass-
ment, beatings and arrests
under President Yoweri
Museveni; Turinawe is one of
six opposition members
charged in an ongoing case
with plotting to overthrow the
government. She is also
linked to an activist group
that has railed against grow-
ing fuel and food prices. The
government recently banned
the group as “unlawful.”

By Fungai Maboreke
Special to the NNPA

from Global
Information Network
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City of Austin
Purchasing Office

SPECIAL NOTICE:
Purchasing Website

Searches Unavailable
Due to the upgrade of our Financial Sys-

tem, Thursday, May 3 from 5 p.m. until Tues-
day, May 8 at 12 p.m., all the Purchasing Website
searcheswillbeunavailable.This  includes Austin
Finance Online (AFO) and Vendor Connection.

New solicitations will not be published on
Monday, May 7. The publishing of new solici-
tations will resume on Monday, May 14.

Look for new features added during the
upgrade once AFO is back online!

If you have any questions you can either
call me at 974-2513 or email to Julia. Ramirez
@austintexas.gov.

AUSTIN COMMUNITY
COLLEGE DISTRICT (ACC)

is soliciting bids to provide for
Special Event Room Rental and  Ca-
tering for the ACC Holiday Party 2012.

Invitation for Bid
No. 971-12021CC
All bids must be submitted to

the Purchasing Department by no later
than 2:00 p.m., Central Time, on May
17, 2012.

The Invitation for Bids docu-
ment is available on the ACC
Purchasingweb siteathttp://www.
a u s t i n c c . e d u / p u r c h a s e /
advertisedbids.php . All responses
must be sealed and returned to the ACC
Purchasing Office, ACC Service Cen-
ter, 9101 Tuscany Way, Austin, Texas
78754, by the date and time indicated
above. Electronically transmitted
responses will  NOT be accepted
unless  otherwise stated in the docu-
ments.  Late submittals will be retained
unopened.

The ACC Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any and/or
all responses and waive all formalities
in the solicitation process.

AUSTIN COMMUNITY
COLLEGE DISTRICT (ACC)

is soliciting proposals from
qualified vendors to provide
BANKING DEPOSITORY SER-
VICES

Request for Proposals
No. 946-12013AN
Completed proposals must

be submitted to the Purchasing
Department by no later than
Thursday,  June 7, 2012 at 2:00
p.m.,  Central Time. Proposal
packages are available on the ACC
Purchasing website at http://
www.austincc.edu/purchase/.

In addition, the proposal
documents will be available in the
ACC Purchasing Office
(512)223- 1044  between the
hours of 9 am and 4 pm, Monday
through Friday.

Proposals, when submit-
ted, must be properly identified,
sealed, and returned to the ACC
Purchasing Office, ACC Service
Center, 9101 Tuscany Way, Aus-
tin, Texas 78754, by the deadline
for submission.  Electronically
transmitted responses will not be
accepted. Late proposals will be
retained unopened.

ACC reserves the right to
accept or reject any or all pro-
posals, in whole or in part, to
waive informalities or technicali-
ties, to clarify ambiguities, and to
award items or groups of items
as may be in the best interest of
ACC

Austin Travis County In-
tegral Care is currently soliciting
bids through an Invitation for Bids
process for Audit Services. Bid
specifications may be mailed or sent
electronically to interested parties
beginning April 30, 2012, by con-
tacting Arianna Franz at (512) 440-
4062 or arianna.franz@atcic.org.
The deadline for bid submission is
4:00 p.m. May 14, 2012.  Histori-
cally Underutilized Businesses
(HUBs), including Minority-
Owned Businesses and Women-
Owned Businesses, are encouraged
to apply.

New Jobs for the
Week of 4/29/2012
District Police, Patrol
Officer Service Center

Monday-Friday,
 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

$3,250/Monthly for two
years or less experience

$3,416/Monthly for more
than two years experience

Job# 1204015
Instructional Associate (II)
- Associate Degree Nursing

Location is as assigned
Hours are as assigned

Salary is assigned according
to the Adjunct Faculty

Salary Scale
Job# 1204017
Apply at HR

Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752

Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

AUSTIN COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

EMPLOYMENT

PROPOSALS

PUBLIC INFORMATION

FOR SALE - FOR RENT

BIDS - MISC

By George E. Curry
NNPA  Editor- in-Chief

WA S H I N G T O N
(NNPA) – The U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission has issued up-
dated recommendations that
urge employers not to misuse
criminal background checks
in filling job openings.

By a vote of 4-1 last
week, the commissioners
noted that African-Americans
and Latinos may find it more
difficult to find employment
because of the widespread
use of background checks.

“Arrest and incarcera-
tion rates are particularly
high for African American
and Hispanic men,” the
EEOC report stated. “Afri-
can Americans and Hispan-
ics are arrested at a rate that
is 2 to 3 times their propor-
tion of the general popula-
tion. Assuming that current
incarnation rates remain un-
changed, about 1 in 17
White men are expected to
serve time in prison during
their lifetime; by contrast, this
rate climbs to 1 in 6 for His-
panic men; and 1 in 3 for Af-

rican American men.”
Those numbers have

increased as the proportion
of Americans who have had
contact with the criminal jus-
tice system has risen over the
past two decades.

According to the
EEOC report, only 1.8 per-
cent of the adult U.S. popu-
lation in 1991 had served
time in prison. By 2001, that
figure had risen to 2.7 per-
cent and to 3.2 percent (1 in
every 31) by the end of
2007. If that trend continues,
6.6 percent of all persons in
the United States born in
2001 will serve time in a state
or federal prison during their
lifetimes.

Using background
checks to screen job appli-
cants – especially for jobs
that are not in such sensitive
areas such as banking or law
enforcement – could have an
intended effect of discrimi-
nating against people of
color.

“An employer’s use of
an individual’s criminal his-
tory in making employment
decisions may, in some in-
stances, violate the prohibi-
tion against employment dis-
crimination under Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1965,
as amended,” the EEOC re-
port states.

Title VII prohibits em-
ployment discrimination
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex or national origin.

“A covered employer
is liable for violating Title VII
when the plaintiff demon-
strates that the employer’s
neutral policy or practice has
the effect of disproportion-
ately screening out a Title
VII-protected group and the
employer fails to demon-
strate that the policy or prac-
tice is job related for the po-
sition in question and consis-
tent with business necessity,”
the report observed.

The Lawyers’ Com-
mittee for Civil Rights Under
Law, which has ongoing
projects aimed at eliminating
the overuse of criminal back-
ground and credit checks in
employment, praised the
EEOC’s new guidances.

“The use of arrest
records, including arrests that
occurred decades earlier or
had not resulted in convic-
tions, to screen people ap-
plying for jobs contributes
significantly to the unemploy-
ment of African American,
Latinos and Native Ameri-
cans,” said Executive Direc-
tor Barbara R. Arwine.

NAACP President
Benjamin Todd Jealous said,
“The Equal Opportunity
Employment Commission’s
decision will help balance the
playing field for job appli-
cants with a criminal history.
Our criminal justice system
is deeply biased against

people of color, and that dis-
parity can carry over to the
job search. These guidelines
will discourage employers
from discriminating against
applicants who have paid
their debt to society.”

Arwine said the EEOC
needs to take additional ac-
tion to level the jobs playing
field. The EEOC noted that
92 percent of companies
run criminal background
checks on some or all job
applicants. Such informa-
tion is easily attainable ei-
ther from third-party sup-
pliers or a check of the
Internet. “Information
about federal crimes such
as interstate drug traffick-
ing, financial fraud, bank
robbery, and crimes against
the government may be
found online in federal court
records by searching the fed-
eral courts’ Public Access to

Court Electronic Records or
Case Management/Elec-
tronic Case Files,” the report
said.

The FBI’s extensive
record system can be ac-
cessed for employment
purposes by those seeking
jobs in banking, nursing
homes, securities, nuclear
energy, security guards,
transportation, federal
agencies and other sensitive
areas.

A major problem with
these records, according to
EEOC, is that half of the en-
tries do not contain final
disposition of cases.
Therefore, a person could
have been charged with a
crime and acquitted, yet
that wouldn’t be reflected
in the data bases. A similar
problem exists with state
records.

Even if a person has

committed a crime in the
past, the EEOC noted, em-
ployers should look at the
nature of the crime, the time
elapsed and the nature of
the job held or being
sought.

“We salute the
EEOC’s bipartisan effort to
update its guidelines to en-
sure that employers are not
unfairly excluding otherwise
qualified applicants from
the job market,” said Debo
Adegbile, Acting President
and Director-Counsel
NAACP Legal Defense
and Educational Fund. “No
one should be penalized for
the rest of their life for mis-
takes that they made in the
past. Our whole nation
benefits when we open up
opportunities for people
who are willing and able to
become contributing mem-
bers of our society.”

Special to the
NNPA from the

Tennessee Tribune
Nashville All-Ameri-

can and aspiring NFL
player bring class action
suit against popular TV se-
ries for intentional exclu-
sion of  persons of color.

NASHVILLE, TN —
News broke on April 17th,
2012 that Nashville residents
Nathaniel Claybrooks and
Christopher Johnson, an All-
American football player and
an aspiring National Football
League player, respectively,

filed a lawsuit against the
popular ABC reality televi-
sion programs “The Bach-
elor” and “The
Bachelorette” for intentional
exclusion of persons of color
over the course of 23 sea-
sons. The men, both of
whom are African- Ameri-
can, are requesting class
action status for the case.

“I only wanted a fair
shot at the part. Looking
back at how I was treated
at the casting call last year,
it was clear that that wasn’t
possible—I never even had

a chance,” Mr. Claybrooks
told reporters at a press con-
ference held just one block
from Hotel Indigo, where
aspiring Bachelors had gath-
ered for a Nashville casting
call last year.

“I knew at the time that
there had never been a non-
white Bachelor before, but I
thought that a minority can-
didate with my qualifications
would at least be consid-
ered,” added Mr. Johnson.
“In reality, it seems they
never seriously looked at
non-white candidates.”

ABC’s “The Bachelor” Franchise
Sued for Racial Discrimination

EEOC Issues Job Guidelines That Limit Background Checks

By George E. Curry
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By: Terry Davis

@terryd515

Sports

The hardcore NFL
football fans the start of the
season does not start in Sep-
tember with the first game of
the year.  It starts in April with
the NFL Draft.  The draft is
like spring training is to base-
ball.  Hope is kindled with
the acquisition of new play-
ers to lead them to the prom-
ise land of a better season.

The draft has grown
even more in the past couple
of years.  The NFL once
conducted it annual draft
over a two day period, but
change the format a couple
of years ago to be conducted
over a three day period.  The
NFL moved its first round
into prime time starting on a
Thursday as opposed to a
Saturday and ends on Sat-
urday.  With the move only
the first round is done on
Thursday and the other
rounds are spread over the
next two days.

The move to primetime
television gave the market-

The NFL Draft Has
Become an Event

The NFL Draft Has
Become an Event

Morris Claiborne (Dallas Cowboys 1st round pick). Photo
by Jason DeCrow/ Associated Press

ing departments for the teams
and opportunity to get the
fans more involved in the
celebration of the new picks
for the team. The Houston
Texans sent players running
back James Casey and line-
backer Daniel Manning to
Austin for a couple of NFL
draft parties and other pro-
motional events.  Manning
said, “Everyone one’s role
on the team will expand this
year.”  Manning continued,

“You take all of the good
from last season put more on
it and add it to this season.”

The Texans had a draft
party on the suite level on draft
night where plenty of fans
showed up to support the Tex-
ans in their first round draft
pick.  With the first pick the
Texans selected Whitney
Mercilus a defensive lineman
from the University of Illinois.
Mercilus will be looked upon
to place the departed Mario
Williams.

The Cowboys first
round selection of Morris
Claiborne from Louisiana
State University is considered
the best defensive back in this
year’s draft.  The Cowboys
traded up from their 14th po-
sition to the 6th spot to get
Claiborne.  The addition of
Claiborne will increase the
chatter of the Cowboys to the
Super Bowl.

Football is becoming a
year round sport not just in
Texas for in the entire country.Texans cheerleaders sign autographs at a NFL draft.

The Austin Toros Are
D-League Champions

The Toros pose with their championship trophy. Photo by Noah Graham Getty Images

By: Terry Davis
The 2012 season is go-

ing to be one to remember for
the Austin Toros.  The season
started with a lockout of the
NBA.  Once the NBA lock-
out ended the Toros lost four
starters to the New Orleans
Hornets’ and San Antonio
Spurs’ preseason training
camp.

 In total the Toros had
nine NBA call-ups the entire
season.  Four players made
their NBA debut with the call
ups.  Those players were Eric
Dawson, Justin Dentmon,
Cardell Johnson and Lance
Thomas.

Head coach Brad
Johnson keep the roster in
tack by adding quality re-
placements throughout the

season.  Jones integrated
many different lineups during
the year to operate like a ma-
chine with interchangeable
parts.

The Toros became the
2012 NBA D-League Cham-
pions after defeating the Los
Angeles D-Fenders Saturday
night 122-110 in game three
of the D-League Champion-
ship series presented by
BBVA.  The Toros becomes
the first team ever to win a
championship on the road in
league history.

The Toros did it the hard
way.  In each of their best of
three series, the Toros lost
game one and had to win two
games in a row to advance to
the next round.  The Toros
went 6-0 in elimination games.

Capital City Dancers cheer on Toros at a watch party.

“Our fans have been great all
season,” said Coach Jones.
“It’s only fitting that we get to-
gether one more time to cel-
ebrate the championship and
a great community that has
supported us since the jour-
ney began last fall.”

The 2012 NBA Devel-
opment League Most Valuable
Player Justin Dentmon scored
a team-high 30 points to lead
the Austin Toros to its first-ever
NBA Development League
Championship.

Eric Dawson, the 2012
NBA D-League Impact
Player of the Year, scored 21
points and grabbed 10 re-
bounds, while six Toros, in-
cluding all five starters, scored
in double figures.  Julian Wright
netted 19 points, while Brad
Wanamaker poured in 18.

“We expected to win
every game,” said Toros head
Coach Brad Jones.  “We beat
one heck of an L.A. D-Fend-
ers team and we did it as a
group so I’m really really ex-
cited for our guys.”

Mardy Collins finished
with a game-high 31 points off
the bench for the D-Fenders,
while teammate Elijah Millsap
scored 26.  Malcolm Thomas
recorded 17 points and 11
rebounds in the loss.

By: Terry Davis
San Antonio, Texas -

The Utah Jazz entered the
playoffs  series against the San
Antonio Spurs by winning five
games  in a row and gained
the last playoff spot in the
Western Conference.  Not to
be outdone the Spurs entered
the playoffs on a ten game win-
ning streak. This is the first
playoff game for many of the
Jazz players and the first for
head coach Tyrone Corbin.
Corbin took over the head
coaching job in the middle of
the year last season with long
time head coach Jerry Sloan.

The Jazz missed the
playoffs last year it was the first
time the Jazz missed the play-
offs since 2006.   The Spurs
have made the playoffs for the
last 15 years.  The Spurs have
the longest current active
streak in the NBA with 15

consecutive year of making the
playoffs the next closest team
is the Dallas Mavericks with
12. The inexperienced Jazz
came into game one a little ner-
vousness and committed a few
careless turnovers.   The Jazz
are led by Gordon Hayward,
Al Jefferson and Paul Millsap.
Millsap has been have a very
good year for the Jazz, be-
cause the Jazz is not a sexy
pick in the West his play has
gone mostly unnoticed to the
fans outside of the Jazz mar-
ket.

Tony Parker playing his
best season continues to the lead
the Spurs.  Parker played on an
MVP level in game one scoring
28 points, dishes 8 assists,
grabbed 4 rebounds and had
only 2 turnovers.

Boris Diaw, Parker’s fel-
low French countryman was in-
serted into starting lineup to

match the size advantage of the
Jazz. On playing with Diaw
Parker said, “Diaw unselfish play
makes him looks better and it is
a dream playing with him.” The
calendar may say that Tim
Duncan is getting old, but he
is still putting up impressive
numbers. Duncan has learned
to pick his spots on when to
defer to his teammates and
when to take over.

Jefferson playing in his
first playoff game in seven
years said, “Before the game
I had butterflies, so you can
imagine how the players felt
since have never played in a
playoff game before Corbin
said, “They (Spurs) did a great
job of pushing us off of our half
court sets and knocked our
rhythm off.”   Corbin on the
Spurs depth, “They don’t just
play guys, the guys they put on
the court are effective in what
that are trying to do.  They do
a great job of executing their
offense.”  Corbin felt his team
played well, but were not able
to get over the hump.

The following is the sched-
ule for the games in the series:
Game 3 at Utah on Saturday
May 5th, 6 PM CDT,  Game 4
at Utah  Monday May 7th,
Game 5 Wednesday May 9th in
San Antonio if necessary.

Spurs Look To Upend Utah In The Opening Round

Boris Diaw (33) tries to contain Paul Millsap. Photo by
J. Clarke Evans-Getty Images

“A Community Service
Weekly Since 1973”

We Are Celebrating Our

39th Anniversary!
On May 11, 2012

The 39th Anniversary Issue
Will Be Published.
Thank You, Austin

For All Your Support!

T.L. Wyatt, Publisher
&

The Villager Staff
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