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RAPPIN’
Tommy Wyatt

KAW reaches new
hights, shaping up
the Gospel scene
and spreading the
voice of God.
See WORSHIP
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Move over
Williams Sisters,
Sloane Stephens
Is In Town!

Not since the Williams
sisters joined the professional
tennis tour has an American
tennis player gained so much
attention so quickly. But that
is rapidly changing.
A young female phenom
is now making waves. She is
Sloane Stephens (20) from
Florida, who joined the pro
tour in 2007. Stephens is now
being talked about as the
player to take over for the Williams Sisters. In fact, during her
most recent appearance at
Wimbledon 2013, Stephens
out lasted Serena and made
it to the quarter finals.
Both Stephens and
Serena made the round of
sixteen, in different sides of
the draw, and it was anticipated that they were headed
for another heads-up match.
However, Serena lost her
match as Stephens moved
into the next round. Stephens
was the last American standing at the Championship.
Stephens lost in that
round and will have to wait
for the next tournament to
meet Serena, a match that
she is looking forward to
playing. With Venus currently
on the sidelines with an injury, the Serena vs. Sloane
show is now the one to see.
Serena is playing better
than ever and is looking to
have one of her best years yet.
It will be a feather in
Stephens’s cap if she can finally break through and win a
tournament. She is definitely
getting closer.
The U. S. is still looking
for a top men’s player. With
Andy Roddick retiring last
season, a void for the U. S.
men has been left open.
There is no one poised to
take that spot. So, for now
the attention will be placed
on the women players. The
same as it was when the Williams Sisters joined the tour
so many years ago. They
quickly became America’s
best hope for winning. They
have held that mantle ever
since. But with Venus having
more physical challenges, the
U. S. is looking for someone
else to pick up the flag and
move forward. We hope
Stephens can join Venus and
Serena at the top.

By Naomi Richard

At the culmination
of the renowned ESSENCE Empowerment
Experience at the 2013
ESSENCE Festival in
New Orleans (July 4-7),
ESSENCE partnered
with New Orleans
Mayor Mitch Landrieu
to unite mothers and
families in an effort to
end violence and murder across America.
ESSENCE
and
Mayor Landrieu were
the host to ‘Love, Loss
and Life’, a special
prayer vigil for mothers
who have loved and
lost, on Sunday, July 7,
at the Ernest N. Morial
Convention Center on
the ESSENCE Empow-

erment
Experience
Stage.
Mayor Landrieu,
highlighting the city’s
comprehensive murder
reduction
strategy
NOLA FOR LIFE
(#NOLAforLife) and
ESSENCE, referencing
its Guns Down series
(#ESSENCEGunsDown),
lead vital conversations
and encouraged collective prayer about stopping the violence and
murder that are plaguing our cities.
“The loss of young
people to senseless violence is a national tragedy,” said ESSENCE
Acting Managing Editor, Vanessa K. Bush,

“Our community of ESSENCE readers is praying for our families. As
mothers, when we send
our children out into the
world, we expect them
to always come home.
By joining with Mayor
Landrieu and the City of
New Orleans, we are
coming together to
mourn, rejoice and inspire a national movement.”
The ‘Love, Life &
Loss’ program included
testimonies from mothers, choir performances,
a moment of prayer, a
second line procession
and a pledge by the
community. In addition, a ‘Wall of Remem-

brance’ featuring images of the children lost
to violence was created
on-site and the pledge
will be shared around
the world via social media.
“Partnering with
ESSENCE is an important step in galvanizing
women and making
murder reduction a national priority,” said
Mayor Mitch Landrieu.
“We understand that
mothers who have
loved and lost are critical in changing the culture of violence and in
ending this unacceptable epidemic of young
African-American men
killing each other.”

Foreign civilians bevy
to the U.S.A., fleeing
wars, political and
economic control.
See EMBRACE
Page 4

HACA brings job
training, financial
literacy and life skill
opportunities to
Texas door steps.
See EDUCATION
Page 5

Cloves Campbell, Jr. Re-Elected Chairman of NNPA

Chairman of the NNPA
Cloves Campbell, Jr.
Arizona Informant

(NASHVILLE) –
Cloves Campbell, Jr.,
publisher of the Arizona Informant, was
re-elected to a second
term as chairman of
the National Newspaper Publishers As-

sociation at the
NNPA’s annual convention here. The
voting took place on
Friday, near the conclusion
of
the
association’s 4-day
convention.

NNPA First Vice Chair
Mollie Finch Belt
Dallas Examiner

“I am honored
that my colleagues
have chosen to give
me another term as
chairman,”
said
Campbell, head of a
federation of nearly
200 newspapers with

NNPA Region IV President
Tommy Wyatt
The Villlager

a combined readership of more than 19
million. “It was a
strong vote of confidence for our leadership team as we embark on a strategy
that includes collabo-

rating with other organizations, forming
new partnerships
and inviting a new
generation of readers
to step into the ever
evolving world of the
Black Press.”
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THE COMMUNIQUÉ
BET
AWARDS
‘13
POST
SHOW
RECAP
By Naomi Richard

Live from Nokia
Theatre L.A. Live in Los
Angeles on Sunday,
June 30th, the BET
AWARDS ‘13 kicked off
with an electrifying performance by Chris
Brown. Brown performed a medley of hits
including his current
single “Fine China” and
a special performance of

“Don’t They Know”
with vocals from
Aaliyah. Nicki Minaj
made a surprise performance by flying onto the
stage and joining Brown
for an energizing performance of “Love More.”
BET AWARDS ‘13
nominees Kendrick
Lamar, Drake and
Olympic
medalist
Gabrielle Douglas all
took home two awards.
This year marked Chris
Brown’s fourth year in a
row winning the
Fandemonium Award.
“House of Lies”
and “Iron Man” actor
Don Cheadle presented
the evening’s first award
for Best Male R&B/Pop
Artist to Miguel.
Miguel played double
duty as he performed
his solo number “How Kendrick Lamar and
Many Drinks” with joined Mariah Carey
during her performance
of Beautiful featuring
Young Jeezy.
Notable performances of the evening
were Robin Thicke, who
performed his new hit
single “Blurred Lines”
with Pharrell and T.I.
Ciara and Nicki Minaj
debuted their new
single “I’m Out” on the
BET Awards ‘13 stage.
BET Networks surprised the audience
with a Caribbean music
tribute featuring reggae
artists Beenie Man who
performed his hit “Who
Am I,” Dawn Penn’s

club anthem “No, No,
No” and reggae classic
“Murder She Wrote” by
Chaka Demus and Pliers. As if that wasn’t
enough, Elephant Man
jumped on stage for the
finale singing “Pon Di
River,” which had Nicki
Minaj jumping out her
seat to dance.
Best New Artist
and Best Hip Hop Artist winner Kendrick
Lamar hit the stage three
times performing his
songs “M.A.A.D City”
and “Don’t Kill My
Vibe” featuring Erykah
Badu and “Problems”
with A$AP Rocky and 2
Chainz.

for 2003’s “Beautiful,” a
hit that reintroduced
Wilson to a new generation of fans along with
knock-out renditions of
“Signs,” “You Dropped
A Bomb On Me” and
“Girl You Knock Me
Out,” bringing the
crowd to its feet.
This year’s show
brought out nine Oscarnominated actors, including winners, Jamie
Foxx, Forest Whitaker
and Stevie Wonder. Hollywood showed up for
the BET Awards ‘13, including the cast members of the upcoming
“The Best Man Holiday,” Morris Chestnut,

Kelly and blues singer
Bobby “Blue” Bland.
The King of R&B, R.
Kelly, surprised fans
with a choir singing his
hits acapella along the
aisles of the Nokia Theatre L.A. Live. He sang
a medley of his songs
including “I Wish,”
“When a Woman’s Fed
Up,” “Ignition (remix)”
and more.
(Q.U.E.E.N. of the
night, Janelle Monáe
closed the show with a
hot performance of her
hit single with sultry
singer Erykah Badu for
a black and white fantasy, accompanied by a
snow-white poodle.

Austin’s
Williams
Is
Reality
Show
Finalist

Thank You For Supporting
The Villager Newspaper!

One of the most
unforgettable performances of the night began
with
Justin
Timberlake presenting
R&B legend Charlie
Wilson
with
the
Cadillac
Lifetime
Achievement Award.
India. Arie opened the
moving tribute to Wilson with “There Goes
My Baby” while Jamie
Foxx blessed the crowd
with the favorite
“Yearning For Your
Love.” The legendary
Stevie Wonder then took
the stage and energized
the audience with the
funky “Burn Rubber On
Me (Why You Wanna
Hurt Me).” Wilson
joined Timberlake,
Snoop Lion and Pharrell

Nia Long, Sanaa Lathan,
Terrence
Howard,
Regina Hall, Melissa De
Sousa and Harold
Perrineau.
Forest
Whitaker and Michael
B. Jordan presented the
award for Best Collaboration and spoke about
their Sundance Film
Festival
winning,
“Fruitvale Station.”
Kevin Hart, Taraji P.
Henson,
Meagan
Goodand Gabrielle
Union, stars of the
highly
anticipated
“Think Like A Man 2”
also hit the BET Awards
‘13 stage.
The moving In Memoriam tributes during
the live BET Awards ‘13
broadcast included Kris
Kross’ member Chris

(Austin, TX) 18
year old C’Quashae
Williams officially
made it into the house
for the Reality T.V
show Model Nation.
Austinites are sure to
tune into view and support their lovely young
hometown lady in pursuing her dreams in
modeling and acting.

www.theaustinvillager.com
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CHURCH & TOWN BULLETIN
KeepAnd
Austin
Worshiping
Rehoboth Rehoboth Baptist
the Worshiping Goes On
Baptist
Church
5303 Samuel
Huston Avenue
Austin, Texas 78721
Reverend, R.A.
Hendricks, Pastor
(512) 926-1265

Church Vacation
Bible School
Rehoboth Baptist Church invites all ages to
Vacation Bible School beginning Tuesday, July
16th thru Thursday, July 18th with dinner being
served at
5:30 pm and classes starting at 7:00 pm.
The Theme is “Jesus Family Reunion”
Special activities are planned nightly with bible
based teachings to inspire everyone!
There will be spirit contest, remixing, creativity,
prizes and more!!!
Rev. R.A. Hendricks is the Pastor, located at

5303 Samuel Houston Ave.,
Austin, TX 78721 (512) 926-1265.

Rehoboth Baptist Church is the Little Church on
the Hill endeavoring to do God’s will.
Soul Food performs at KAW event on Sunday, July 7. (credit: Huawei Mobile)

Public
Service
Announcement

by Shirley A. Hammond

(Austin)-Jesus
hung out with people
and in places that many
didn’t think He should
have. Yet, whether at the
well, in homes, in the
temple or elsewhere;
He established that the
reach of the kingdom
was infinite and the
one’s who He compels
to come to Him are from
all walks of life. He told
His disciples that the
hedges and highways
were not off limits. A
modern day disciple,
Anessa Hall-Joseph, has
taken His model to
heart. She started the
ministry Keep Austin
Worshiping (KAW) in
February 2011, and club
and nightlife scenes
have been the mainstay
of her ministry. On Sunday, July 7, she and others performed during a
KAW event at Midtown
Live Sports Cafe at 7408
Cameron Road. The appreciative audience included families with

children,
couples,
friends, and other supporters of her vision to
keep the worship dynamic in the city strong
and vibrant.
“I grew up in
church,” she stated. She
said she was reared under the umbrella of Pentecostal Church of God
in Christ. While sharing
her own giftedness as a
singer, accompanied by
the KAW Band, teamed
with other talented soloists, groups, and poets;
she attempts to extend
the worship service experience for those who
are repeat attenders at
church, or to bring such
an encounter to those
who don’t go to church
services.
As she explained it,
she kept telling God that
she wanted to do ministry full-time, and He
cleared her plate within
six weeks. She said she
went through a season
on wilderness after a job

layoff, and started selfmedicating her depression for a while. Then
the idea for KAW was
birthed.
She
said
she
quickly made friends
with Mike Cash, owner
of Midtown Live. Once
she shared the vision
and her desire for the
community, he agreed
to do his part to help
her. She said she also
talked to the owners of
MoJoe Room Bar &
Grill (which is now located at 6700 Middle
Fiskville Road, suite
102) and they changed
their Sunday hours of
operation so that she
could bring the KAW
ministry to the masses
there. She refers to these
experiences as indicative of the “favor of
God.”
On Sunday, July 7,
she sang a few selections accompanied by
the KAW band, which
included Brandon Mor-

gan on keys, Nick Lewis
on bass, Tiny Watkins
on drums. Her co-host
Selah Vie served as poetess. Other poet performers included Jewel,
a poet from Louisiana
and Ivory Adams, with
SoulFruit of Houston.
Other musical performances were provided
by vocalist LaChonne
Jones with the vocal
group SoulFruit as the
main attraction.
Charles Maund Toyota
8400 Research Blvd.
P.O. Box 1608
Austin, TX 78758

Damon Luckett
Sales Consultant
(512) 458-2222
damon_luckett@
charlesmaundtoyota.com

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)
AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.
For there is no greater love!

Church Services
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation
Website www.agapebcaustintx.org

Rev. H. Ed Calahan
Pastor

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
4509 Springdale Road Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686 Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Sitestpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

JOSHUA CHAPEL CHRISTIAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1006 Yeager Lane, Suite 102-A
Austin, Texas

Sunday Services
Sunday School
10:00 A.M.
Worship Service
11:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY Bible Study 6:30 P.M.
SATURDAY New

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

Sunday School
8:45 a.m.
Praise and Worship 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

Rev. Jack C. Gause
Pastor

(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875 Fax 512-478-1892
Bus Ministry

Call 512-478-1875

Sunday Services
Worship Service
Sunday School
Discipleship Training
Worship Service

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Pastor

8:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service
7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years
(Daily) 512-478-6709

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Member Assimilation 10:00 A.M.

Rev. Lois Hayes, Pastor

The Church of Pentecost
Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportunities for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
7801 N. Lamar Blvd, in need in our community. You too, can
Suite D 102,
make a positive difference in our commuAustin, Texas 78752 nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.
Tel: 512 302-1270
Worship: Sunday-10:00 am - 12:30 pm
Tuesday Bible Studies-7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers-7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel

Experience Grace For Life

4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751
This life, therefore, is not righteousSunday Morning
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
Worship @ 11: am

Sunday Worship @ 10:30 am
in Clay Madsen Recreation
Center, Multipurpose Room,
(Arts & Crafts Rm for Children
Service @11:00 am)
1600 Gattis School Road,
Round Rock, TX 78664
Felix Bamirin, Pastor

Thursday Bible Study
@ 7:30 pm in
Apartment Club House
20404 Poppy Hills Tr,
Round Rock TX 78664
www.gracewaycca.org
(682) 472-9073
gracewayaustin@aol.com

but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.
--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

DOUBLE
“R”
GROCERY

*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School
Worship Service
•Power Hour Bible Life Group

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval
Austin, Texas 78727

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

True Hope Apostolic Church
The Apostle Gerald E. Loveless, Senior Pastor
www.thcm.org
8863 Anderson Mill Rd.
Austin, TX 78653
512-744-5851 Cell
512-547-HOPE Church
512-767-4979
Assistant, Elder Walker

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
5900 Cameron Road
Austin, Texas 78723-1843
(512) 451-0808 (512) 302-4575 Fax
Web Site - www.themount.net

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed., 12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m .

“Ministries For Mankind” Luke 4:18

A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

www.theaustinvillager.com
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CITY ~ STATE ~ NATIONAL ~ WORLD
Central Texas African Community Embrace July 4th
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
July 4th, marks
America's rebellion
against Great Britain
and thus the formation
of a nation based on the
notion of freedom to religion, political association and to the pursuit
of happiness. Although
an entire group of
Americans didn't enjoy
the new found freedom
from Britain, they still
believed that America
would finally give them
their full right of being
citizens.
Over the
years, people from all
around the world have
turned their eyes to the
United States in search
of the principle laid out
by the Founding Fathers of this nation. As
a result, millions of African immigrants have
come to the United
States for various reasons, such as, fleeing
wars; fleeing political
repression; economic
instabilities and for the
quest of a better life. Al-

though African immigrants are a small proportion of the population, they have impacted their various
communities.
Over the years,
America has granted
asylum to large numbers of Africans fleeing
due to wars and genocide. For instance, the
United States have
taken in a large number of people from
Liberia who were fleeing their civil war.
These Liberian refugees have settled in cities throughout the US,
including the greater
Austin area. They have
integrated into society
and have contributed
to the local economy.
Furthermore, the US
also has taken a countless amount of people
fleeing the genocide
against the Black Africans in Sudan. Not
only have African immigrant came to the

Diaspora
Speaks
on
President
Obama’s
Visit to
Africa

dent Obama visited
on three countries.
These three countries
visited by President
Obama were Senegal,
South Africa, and Tanzania. Moreover, the
three countries were
chosen due to the fact
that these three countries have held free
and democratic elections.
According to the
White House, " President Obama participated in a bilateral
meeting and joint
press conference with
President Macky Sall
of Senegal and also

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

From June 29 to
July 2, 2013 President
Obama and the First
lady Michelle Obama
traveled to the African
continent. On the African continent, Presi-

participated in a meeting with regional judicial leaders on rule of
law at the Supreme
Court in Dakar." Then,
in South Africa, "participated in a bilateral

Mr. Foadey, African Community resident moved to
North America in search of a better life. Photo by
Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

U.S in search of assylum
but others have come for
economic reasons.
Other African immigrants have come to the
U.S for economic reameeting and joint press
conference with President Jacob Zuma of
South Africa and also
participated in a town
hall for Young African
Leaders at University of
Johannesburg – Soweto
Campus."
Moreover, President Obama visit on the
African
continent
showed the economic
rise of the African continent and also the importance of strengthening the ties between the
U.S and the African continent. In the past years,
there has been a growing middle class on the
African
continent,
which, means that they
have buying power to
purchase American
goods. The increase of
trade between the U.S
and the African continent would mean more
jobs in the U.S. According to the non-profit
group Diaspora Votes,"
the U.S can no longer ignore the economic
growth occurring on the
African continent." In
addition, the nonprofit
Diaspora Vote believe
that the "U.S should reward African countries
that hold free and fair
elections by increasing
trade and business
with these countries;
while shunning other
countries that refuse to
respect the human
rights of their citizens."

sons, in search of a piece
of the American Dream.
Due to lack of economic
opportunity in their native lands, countless of
Africans have arrived to

the shore of the US for
employment opportunities. While other African immigrants come
to the US to be able to
start their own businesses since the process in the US is much
simpler than in their
home countries. Over
the past years, we have
reported on a various
African business owners in the greater Austin area.
Some of these African businesses in
greater Austin area are
various and include
grocery stores, hair care
stores, beauty salons,
food catering, restaurants, tax and accounting services, construction, and clothing shops.
As a result, African
businesses in US, especially the greater Austin
area have become into
woven into the American economy. These
businesses provide jobs
and pays into the local
economy. For instance,
Amarda of Black Hair

Unlimited who started
her Black Unlimited
Hair Salon has provided
some infusion to the local economy.
In summary, millions of Africans have
settled in the US and
the greater Austin area
for various reasons.
Some Africans have
come to the US because they were fleeing war and genocide.
Others came to the US
in pursue of economic
stability and the
American Dream. Although they came for
various reasons, they
all saw the US as a better place than their native lands. In other
words, their native
lands couldn't offer
them the security or the
opportunity of a better
life. Moreover, they
came to the US to pursue the ideals of liberty and justices established by the founders,
even though, these
principles are sometimes not applied.

COWBOYS OF COLOR RODEO
The Veterans of Killeen are bringing you
"The Cowboys of Color Rodeo"
on July 13 at 7:30 p.m. at the Travis County Expo.
The Travis County Expo is located at
7311 Decker Lane.
The Gates will open at 6:00p.m. FMI on ticket sales,
sponsorships and VIP package, call 254.245.0643

Be A Part Of The

Healing Retreat For Black Women
Are you at a crossroads? Do you need a minute for yourSelf?
Are you giving AND receiving – or are you just giving?
Retreat for a day. Join us for yoga, meditation + movement,
a healthy African-American heritage lunch, and more.
This retreat is designed for Black women who are ready for deep self
care, mind, body, and spirit. Beginner friendly.
Join us on Saturday, July 20 at 1210 Rosewood Ave from 10-6 PM.
Ages 16+ | Limited to 30 seats. Early registration until June 21.
Register online, send an email or call for more information.512.761.7544

Be a reporter from your school.
Be A

Villager Youth Brigader
For more information, call 512.476.0082
Deadline: August 9, 2013

www.theaustinvillager.com
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CLASSIFIEDS ~ PUBLIC INFORMATION
Austinite Writes of Celibacy Journey

Tranea Prosser, Author

BIZAID Business Orientation
B.B.O provides a general overview to opening a
small business or re-evaluating an existing business during its growth. This course provides information on where
entrepreneurs can find assistance at the idea, start-up,
and existing stages of their business. This orientation
covers key questions you must ask when starting or expanding a business and provides you with the information necessary to answer those questions in order to get
you to the next step in the development of your business.
Orientation begins @ 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM at Entrepreneur Center of Austin, 4029 South Capital of Texas
Highway #110. Free.
For more information call 512.974.7800

It was mandatory
command from on high.
A supernatural order
from God that Tranea
Prosser obeyed. She
broke off a relationship
when God told her to do
so. “I was really being
led by the Holy Spirit.”
After that she said she
took a break from men
in general.
During that break
she reported gaining a
better idea of who she is
as a woman and as a
person. She was also
delivered from thinking
something was wrong
with her. She said she
didn’t trust herself and
her own judgment, and
that she tended to overanalyze things. “I had to
learn how to overcome
that.”
Her praise and worship ministry, comedy
routines and other
blessings extended out
of the walk of celibacy.

Shirley A. Hammond
follow her on twitter.com/@xtremeridewish1

“15 years later I am
still celibate.” Her new
book, “Celibacy: What
Was I Thinking,” is an
outgrowth of her journey into chaste living.
She started writing it on
Labor Day 2012 and finished right before
Thanksgiving.
She
added 10 years of journal entries; where she
shared how she felt and
what she thought about
the challenges of the
walk.
She is a member of
Freedom Home Baptist
Church, where she
shares her ministries
and gifts. She states that
she does comedy routines wherever she is
invited, such as private
events, church banquets
and socials, wedding
receptions, ministers
banquets, youth banquets (she joked that all
the old people show up
and she has to ask,

“Where the youth at?”).
Her book is selfpublished through The
Book Patch for Printing
(thebookpatch.com). It
is available in softcover
or hardback and as an ebook. It can be ordered
on Amazon.com, where
it received a 5-star review. As she explained
it, people text her with
all kinds of messages
about how the book
helped them. Many
people convey that they
laughed or cried, but
they inevitably tell her
that heyappreciate that
its contents are real and
candid.
She recalled one
person telling her,”This
is a springboard for us
to talk to our youth.”
She said people often
recognize it as a tool for
singles. She mentions
she feels her candidness
and openness was
worth it if it can help a

14-year old girl start
making some right decisions and establishing
some Godly patterns for
her life.
She also stated that
she likes watching God
develop more branches
to her ministry, as He
continues to nudge her
out of her prior comfort
zone. She maintains that
one of the best benefits
is being free physically
and mentally. “I’m just
free.” She said as she
ministers, she has to
have that freedom.
Prosser indicated that
entanglements, drama
and encounters that can
come with relationships
can sometimes keep one
from being effective in
their ministry, and she
doesn’t have to deal
with any of that.
Tranea Prosser is a
native of Austin. She
graduated from LBJ in
1981.

Housing Authority Breaks Ground on New Education Center
State-of-the-Art Building Will Serve Low-Income Public Housing Residents
Center Named After Longtime Board Chair Henry Flores

EMPLOYMENT
PROPOSALS
PUBLIC INFORMATION
FOR SALE
FOR RENT

BIDS
MISCELLANEOUS

Austin Travis County Integral Care is currently seeking applications through an open enrollment process for each Request for
Application (RFA) shown below:
· RFA for Non-Traditional
Community Based Support Services
· RFA for Licensed, Certified
Professional and Counseling Services
The open enrollment process
begins July 1, 2013; the deadline to
submit an application is October 1,
2013. Please click on the link below
to download the RFA and follow
the submission instructions in the
RFA.http://www.integral care.org/
?nd=provider_rfa
If you have any questions
regarding the RFA, please send an
e-mail to Providers@atcic.org.

New Jobs for the
Week of 7/07/2013
Coordinator, VCT
Highland Business
Center
Monday-Friday,
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
$3,023-$3,779
Monthly
Job# 1306025
Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752
Job Line (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed
EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
The City of Austin Purchasing Office
invites you to view current bid solicitations
at http://-www.ci.austin.tx.us/purcase/vs/
p2.htm. Vendors are encouraged to register
on-line in the City’s Vendor Self Service
System. Once your company is registered,
you will receive notifications about new bid
opportunities. For additional information
regarding current bid opportunities or Vendor Registration, please call the Purchasing Office at 512-974-2500. For information on the City of Austin’s Minority-Owned
and Women-Owned Procurement Program
and the certification process, please contact
the Small & Minority Business Resources
Department at 512-974-7600 or visit their
website at http://www.-ci.austin.tx.us/smbr.

With a crowd of
public housing residents
watching, the Housing
Authority of the City of
Austin (HACA) unveiled
plans for a new education and training center,
The Henry Flores Learning
Center
at
Meadowbrook, in south
central Austin on Tuesday, July 9.
The approximately
10,000 square foot building will be built to LEED
(Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) and City of Austin
Green Building Program
requirements. The building, at the Meadowbrook

Apartments on Live Oak
street, will provide public housing residents of
all ages open access to
technology through its
computer lab and reading room. Six separate
classrooms will provide
space for HACA and its
community partners to
conduct
numerous
classes and trainings in
basic adult education, literacy, English as a Second Language (ESL),
General Educational Development (GED), higher
education/vocational
training, life skills, job
t r a i n i n g ,
homeownership infor-

mation and financial literacy training, among
others. Additionally, a
small amphitheater can
serve as event space for
the community.
“The Flores Center
is another way Housing
Authority of the City of
Austin is bringing opportunity home to our
residents and helping
everyone to be economically independent,” said Mike
Gerber, HACA President. “HACA is committed to making a positive impact toward
breaking the cycle of
poverty, and the

planned programs and
classes will inspire selfreliance, optimism and
a hopeful future for our
residents, both young
and old.”
The Henry Flores
Learning Center at
Meadowbrook
is
named after HACA’s
longtime Board Chair
Henry Flores, who resigned his position last
month after 14 years on
the commission.
Flores has been an
active, passionate advocate for people and expanding affordable
housing in Austin and
the state of Texas.

Capital Metro Seeks Feedback on Potential Changes to Fare Structure

AUSTIN, Texas (July 9, 2013) — Capital
Metro invites the public to help shape the
fare structure proposal that will be considered for approval by the Capital Metro board
of directors in Sept. 2013.
The agency hired an outside expert earlier this year to evaluate its current fare structure and make recommendations on how to
create a more streamlined and equitable system.
For more information, download an
infographic showing how the recommendations would impact fares and passes, or visit
www.capmetro.org/farechange.

Upcoming Open House Events
Monday, July 15, 12 - 1 p.m.
Webinar
Register Today
Tuesday, July 16, 6 - 7:30 p.m.
Little Walnut Creek Library
835 Rundberg Lane, Austin
Bus routes 1L/1M, 240, 325
Wednesday, July 17, 12 - 1 p.m.
Capital Metro Transit Store
323 Congress, Austin
All downtown bus routes
Thursday, July 18, 6 - 7:30 p.m.
ACC Eastview
3401 Webberville Road, Austin
Bus route 300
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PROGRAMS ~ AWARENESS
Bloomberg Wants
More Blacks and
Latinos Stopped

Michael Bloomberg and Jarrett Dines
By Nayaba Arinde
Special to the NNPA
from the New York
Amsterdam News

An “own goal,” an
“unforced error” and a
“foot-in-mouth gaffe” are
some of the terms being
used to describe Mayor
Michael Bloomberg’s
controversial remark
about stop-and-frisk uttered on his radio show
last Friday. He told his

audience that he believed, “We disproportionately stop whites too
much and minorities too
little.”
With 685,724 people
stopped in 2011 and
533,042 last year—90
percent of whom were
Black or Latino, and with
only a 10 percent arrest
rate—Bloomberg determined that it is the 9 percent of stopped whites
who are being targeted,

while the number of
people of color who are
stopped should be
higher.
“His remarks are ignorant and arrogant Bull
Conner-type of racism,”
said City Councilman
Charles Barron. “Studies
show that more whites
are caught with guns
than Blacks. Too bad we
don’t have an impeachment process, because he
needs to go immediately.”
Jubilant over the
City Council’s passing of
the Community Safety
Act (two bills: Intro 1079,
the NYPD Oversight Act,
and Intro 1080, the End
NYPD Discriminatory
Profiling Bill) in the wee
hours of Thursday morning, Council Member
Jumaane D.Williams had
words for Bloomberg’s
acerbic comments.
“The mayor has perfectly exemplified the
administration’s confusion between a constitutional stop—which we
want to see practiced and
which the Community
Safety Act protects—and
blatant profiling,” said
Williams. “New Yorkers
will all be safer when
City Hall focuses its policies on good and lawful
police work, and with a
reduction in illegal
stops, we can drive resources toward needed
public safety enhancements like hiring more
cops to put on our
streets.”

Howard School of Social Work
Receives Kellogg Foundation Grant
Study: Racial Disparities in Child Welfare Systems
The Howard University School of Social
Work has received a
grant from the W. K.
Kellogg Foundation to
evaluate the effectiveness of racial equality
standards in countering
the overrepresentation
of African Americans in
child welfare systems.
Ruby
M.
Gourdine, D.S.W., and
Jacqueline M. Smith,
Ph.D., are co-principal
investigators on the
$75,000 grant. The grant
will fund the evaluation
of child welfare procedures in two states
where Black children
are overrepresented.
The grant period runs
from April 2013 to
March 2014
“The rate of African-American children
in the child welfare system remains disproportionate to their numbers
in the general population,” Gourdine said in
a statement. “Too many

Special to the NNPA
from the Afro-American
Newspaper

African-American children are removed from
their homes and efforts
should be made to
eliminate risk faced by
children in fragile families in need of intervention services.”
Studies
have
shown that some of the
reasons African-American children are removed from their
homes involve poverty,
racism and a lack of cultural competency. For
these reasons there may
be a lack of understanding of how Black families parent and cope.

Gourdine said when
considering the cases of
African-American children child welfare professionals often overlook alternatives to a
child entering state custody, such kinship care
and/ or services designed to improve
parenting skills and access to resources.
These agencies selected for the study
have received training
on racial equality standards from the advocacy organization Black
Administrators in Child
Welfare (BACW), which
augment the established standards required by the Council
on Accreditation (COA)
which is the accrediting
body for child welfare
agencies.
Gourdine
and
Smith will evaluate
whether implementation of the BACW standards have been effective.

Immigration Korner
Open Letter No. 34 to President Obama: Immigration Reform Now!
by Felicia Persaud
Special to the NNPA
from the New York
Amsterdam News
Dear Mr. President,
On the afternoon of
Thursday, June 27, I
should have been happy;
in fact, I should have
been hysterically overjoyed and celebrating at
the passage in the U.S.
Senate of the much
fought for and touted immigration reform bill by
a vote of 68-32. Yea, at
letter No. 34, we have
passage of this longoverdue measure in the
Senate. Instead, I do not
know whether to laugh
or cry.
That’s because minutes before the passage of
S. 744, House Speaker
John Boehner told reporters, “The House is
not going to take up and
vote on whatever the
Senate passes. We’re going to do our own bill
through regular order.”
Thanks a lot for
nothing, Boehner. Seems
the addition of an immigrant to his family has
done nothing to soften
up the Republican conservative, who insisted
that not only will any
immigration reform legislation have to go
through the entire committee process in the
House, but whatever
emerges will have to
meet the “Hastert rule,”
which says the majority
of the party in control of
the House must back a
given measure for it to
receive a vote by the full
chamber.
Gone was the lawmaker who, immediately after Republicans
were dealt a whipping at
the polls last November,

Felicia Persaud,
founder of NewsAmericasNow, CaribPR Wire
and Hard Beat Communications
changed his hard-line
tone against “amnesty”
and said comprehensive
reform—which includes
a pathway to legalization
for the undocumented—
would be a priority in
2013.
“This issue has been
around far too long,”
Boehner said in an interview on Nov. 9, 2012,
with ABC’s “World
News.” “A comprehensive approach is long
overdue, and I’m confident that the president,
myself, others can find
the common ground to
take care of this issue
once and for all.”
But all that is behind
now as Boehner continues to put his job security first and cave to the
tea party congressional
members against any reform, even though they
have no solution to deal
with the problem of 11
million undocumented
immigrants living in the
shadows.
The Senate has delivered a solution. If
Boehner were a real

leader, he’d put the measure to a House vote and
let the chips fall where
they might.
Now, Mr. President,
it’s time to show real leadership just like Boehner
challenged you to do last
November. Call Boehner
out on his flip-flopping
and tell him to show “common sense” and remind
him and Sen. Ron Johnson,
a tea party favorite, of what
they said last year—that
Republicans haven’t provided immigrant voters,
especially Hispanics, with
“a home … in terms of
some of our hostility toward the immigration issue.”
Tell Boehner that
now is the time to be on
the right side of history
for a change and show
that his words are not just
wind, but that he meant
what he said last November. Show him
what’s to come in other
national elections if he
and his party do nothing.
Respectfully,
Felicia Persaud

