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New Era Ready to Begin in AustinNew Era Ready to Begin in Austin

City of Austin District 1 Council Member Ora HoustonCity of Austin Mayor Steve Adler

The 2014 elections
are finally over and Austin
citizens now know who
they will be working with
on the upcoming City
Council.  In Tuesday’s run-
off elections, there were
seven spots on Austin’s
new 10-1 council and the
Mayor’s seat.  Three of the
council seats were already
in place. District 2 candi-

by T. L. Wyatt date Delia Garza and Dis-
trict 5 candidate Ann
Kitchen won outright on
November 4. Later the Dis-
trict 9 Race was settled
when Chris Riley bowed
out in favor of Council
member Kathie Tovo, leav-
ing seven seats still being
contested for.

There weren’t many
surprises on Tuesday
night. Steve Adler won the

mayor’s seat by a wide
margin over Mike
Martinez, to become
Austin’s first Mayor under
the new system.

In other races Ora
Houston was elected to
District 1, Sabino “Pio”
Renteria in District 3,
Gregorio “Greg” Casar for
District 4, Don Zimmerman
for District 6, Leslie Pool
for District 7, Ellen

Troxclair for District 8 and
Sheri Gallo for District 10.

In other area elec-
tions, Gigi Edwards Bryant
won a seat on the Austin
Community College Board
of Trustees. Also there
were three seats decided
for the Austin Independent
School District (AISD)
Board of Directors.
Edmund T. Gordon was
elected to District 1 on the

board, Paul Saldana was
elected to District 6, and
Kendall Pace was elected
At Large Position 9.

The newly elected
representative will be
sworn in and get down to
work in January.

Local Businesses Brighten
Holidays for Six Child Inc.
Families with the Gift of
Transportation

[Austin, TX ] - Six deserving families were  hon-
ored for having been actively involved in their child’s
early development and having persevered towards self-
sufficiency despite having various life challenges.  For
the past 13 years, area businesses including Ellis &
Salazar Garage & Body Shops, Leif Johnson Ford, Enter-
prise Rent-A-Car, Capitol Chevrolet, Henna Chevrolet
and numerous others, participate in Child Inc.’s Respon-
sible Parenting Awards – Raising a Shining Star; donat-
ing over 61 refurbished cars to Austin families in need.
After completing an application process with criteria
based on financial need, self-sufficiency efforts and

by T. L. Wyatt

EYES FRONT: On stage are participating partners of the 13th Annaul
Responsible Parenting Awards. Photo T. L. Wyatt See CHILD INC., page 2

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The National News-
paper Publishers Association (NNPA), whose mem-
bership includes the Publishers and Editors of all
the Black-owned newspapers in the United States,
will be holding its mid-winter conference in
Nassau, Bahamas, at the British Colonial Hilton
from January 28 – 31, 2015. As a prelude to the mid-
winter conference, NNPA President and CEO Dr.
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., the noted former civil rights
leader and a former President of the NAACP, and
Mrs. Denise Rolark Barnes, Editor and Publisher
of The Washington Informer, the NNPA’s award-
winning newspaper in Washington, D.C., paid a
courtesy call on His Excellency Dr. Eugene Newry,
Bahamas Ambassador to the United States, on Tues-
day, December 9, 2014, at the Bahamas Embassy,
2220 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. Pictured from
left are: Miss Krissy Hanna, Second Secretary, Ba-
hamas Embassy; Mrs. Rolark-Barnes; Dr. Chavis;
Ambassador Newry; and Mr. Mikhail Bullard,
Third Secretary, Bahamas Embassy.

NNPA To Hold Conference In The BahamasNNPA To Hold Conference In The Bahamas

Getting ready for an
exciting 2015.

  We will be going out of
2014 with a bang. Now that
the new council system
representatives have been
decided, we will spend the
next few months trying to get
a handle on our new system.
Council member Kathie
Tovo will be the lone
member of the previous
council and will have to take
a leading role in getting the
new members orientated to
how the council works.
     However, do not be
surprised if they reject her
leadership as they jockey for
leadership themselves. The
first item of business will be
to elect a Mayor Pro Tem.
That person is elected by the
council member who will
elect one of their peers to be
responsible for presiding
over the council meeting
when the Mayor is absent.
This will also give the citizens
an opportunity to view their
though process as they go
through this selection.
     In the meantime, we all
have a little celebrating to do.
Christmas is next and New
Years is right around the
corner. This time of year is
when we take the
opportunity to say thank you
to all of our readers,
advertisers and co-workers
who have been responsible
for our  completing another
year. As we get older, it
seems that the years get
shorter.
     We are excited about the
upcoming New Year and we
wish you and yours a

Merry
Christmas...

and a
 Happy

New Year!

Christmas Tree at the Millennium

CLA honors
Austin’s finest

See AWARDS, page 2

Black Austin Democrats
hold annual

year-end get-together
See BAD, page 6
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active participation in their child’s early develop-
ment, six families were selected by the sponsor evalu-
ation committee.  At an awards ceremony held on De-
cember 16, 2014 each family received their vehicles,
car seats and donated gifts.

Council Member Laura Morrison delivered the
event welcome honoring the families.

This was the 13th Annual Responsible Parenting
Awards – Raising a Shining Star event held at the Mil-
lennium Entertainment Youth Complex (1156 Hargrave,
Austin, TX 78702).

Child Inc. was established as an independent
501(c)(3) non-profit corporation in 1972 and has since
established itself as a national Head Start leader in
preschool education serving over 1800 local families
annually.  The Early Childhood Development program
provides comprehensive services to children and fami-
lies, including early childhood education, mental health
services, disabilities services, nutritional services,
medical and dental services, social services and par-
ent-engagement activities. Many former Child Inc. par-
ents remain active in the program, giving of their time
to serve on the Policy Council and as mentors.  For more
information visit:   www.childinc.org.

Child Inc. was established in 1972

continued from page 1

Giant christmas tree at the Millennium Enter-
tainment Youth Complex. Photo T. L. Wyatt

Community Leadership Awards held at the
Carver Museum Honors Austin’s Finest

Honorees & Host (l to r): President and CEO, Natalie Maderia Cofield of the Greater Austin Black Chamber of
Commerce, President, Judge Brenda Kennedy of the Austin Chapter of The Links, Inc., Dr. Gregory J. Vincent, Vice
President for Diversity and Community Engagement, Dr. Larry L. Earvin, President; Huston-Tillotson University, and
President and CEO, W. Teddy McDaniel III, Austin Area Urban League. Photo Angela Wyatt

By Angela Wyatt
Villager Columnist

AUSTIN, TX - Thurs-
day evening, December
11, 2014, William Powers
Jr., President, University of
Texas at Austin along with
Dr. Gregory J. Vincent, Vice
President for Diversity and
Community Engagement
(DDCE) hosted their an-
nual (CLA), Community
Leadership Awards Cer-
emony. A wonderful affair,
(CLA), where a mass of
Austin city and community

members and leaders as-
sembled on the grounds of
the Carver Museum and
Cultural Center engaging
in honoring four of Austin’s
heroic yet unsung dignitar-
ies.

Honorees receiving
awards were, Judge Brenda
Kennedy, Natalie Cofield,
Teddy McDaniel III and Dr.
Larry L. Earvin. Honorees
were recognized for their
dedication to community
service, influence to educa-
tion and civil rights in Aus-
tin and state wide.

President, Judge
Brenda Kennedy of the
Austin Chapter of The
Links, Inc., founded in
1960, strives to serve the
Central Texas community,
with five exceptional pro-
grams to offer to the pub-
lic. The honorable Judge
Kennedy received the
Community Partnership
Award. Kennedy serves as
President of the Austin
Chapter of Links, Inc. She
became a district judge in
2002, serving as presiding
judge of the 409rd Crimi-
nal District Court, Travis
County since 2007, where
she earned her Juris Doc-
tor from UT Austin School
of Law in 1981.

President and CEO,
Natalie Maderia Cofield of
the Greater Austin Black
Chamber of Commerce,
received a Community

Partnership Award.
Cofield, travels domesti-
cally and internationally
promoting Austin for busi-
ness recruitment and es-
tablishing relationships
with corporate partners
throughout the region.
Cofield is a magna cum
laude graduate of the
Howard University School
of Business where she
earned her degree in Infor-
mation Systems. She ob-
tained her Master of Pub-
lic Affairs as a Pi Alpha
Alpha and Magna Cum
Laude graduate at School
of Public Affairs in New
York.

Following, President
and CEO, W. Teddy
McDaniel III, Austin Area
Urban League (AAUL) re-
ceived the Dr. James L. Hill
Leadership Circle Award
and Dr. Larry L. Earvin,
President; Huston-
Tillotson University (HT)
received the Dr. June
Brewer Legacy Award. A
passionate community
service advocate,
McDaniel III serves on the
Board of the Austin Revi-
talization Authority (ARA),
Austin Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau, UT Austin
DDCE and Austin Commu-
nity Advisory Council. He
also serves the City of Aus-
tin on the Airport (ABIA)
Advisory Commission. Be-
fore taking the helm of the

AAUL in March of 2012, he
served as the Chief oper-
ating officer of the Greater
Phoenix Urban League, in
addition to 15 years in the
financial service industry
concentrating in the fran-
chise business sector,
managing Millions of es-
tates.

Dr. Earvin, who has
served on numerous
Boards including the Long
Center for the Performing
Arts and Capital Area
United Way, has also
served as the 5th presi-
dent for HT since 2000, set
to retire in June 2015. Un-
der Dr. Earvin’s watch nu-
merous upgrades and
renovations took place
alongside the private
HBCUs increased enroll-
ment, from 500 to 973, as
well as its endowment has
more than doubled from
$5 million to well over $11
million.

Finally, President Bill
Powers received special rec-
ognition and honors as he
is set to retire June 2015.

“It is very gratifying
to me to honor these com-
munity leaders, men and
women who have been the
trailblazers and first Afri-
can Americans to break
down barriers for future
generations of young
people,” said Dr. Gregory
J. Vincent, UT Austin, Pres.
of the DDCE.

POWERS to the PEOPLE:Austin Chapter of Links  pose for a memorable photo with
William Powers Jr., President, University of Texas at Austin. Photo Angela Wyatt

http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/PRM140905A_Villager_FareChange15.pdf


CHURCH & TOWN BULLETIN

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723

Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Site-

stpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.
      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image

The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

DOUBLE

 GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18

  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Sunday Services

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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  (AUSTIN, Texas) — Huston-Tillotson
University’s Dr. Joyceia Banner and Dr. Rosalee
Martin have received the Sam Taylor Fellowship
Award for the 2014-15 academic year.  The award,
specifically for The United Methodist Church-re-
lated colleges and schools in Texas, supports fac-
ulty continuing education and development.  Ban-
ner is an Assistance Professor of Business Admin-
istration, and Martin is the Interim Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences, Professor of Sociol-
ogy. Martin’s continued research is testing the par-
ticipatory approach to classroom instruction in
order to enhance student learning.  Banner’s stud-
ies focus on global urbanization and its effects on
economies, societies, cultures, and environments.

We Want YOU!
Advertise With The

VILLAGER

We Want YOU!
Advertise With The

VILLAGER

Huston-Tillotson University’s
Dr. Joyceia Banner and

Dr. Rosalee Martin
Received A Fellowship Award

CHEERS - Barry Watson, Melissa Joan Hart and Jaleel White co-star in
“Santa Con”, a Lifetime Chrismas movie. Photo courtesy
http://itsawonderfulmovie.blogspot.com

The
Santa
Con

By Shirley A. Hammond
twitter.com/

xtremeridewish1

Jaleel White, of Steve
Urkel fame; along with
talk show host Wendy Wil-
liams contributed to a
Christmas movie featuring
an ex-con (played by Barry
Watson of 7th Heaven
fame) who was trying to
correct his wicked ways. A
new 2014 Christmas movie
released on Lifetime Mov-
ies. By assigning Nick to a
minimum wage job play-
ing Santa at a mall, this
parole officer sets him up
to become a doer of good
deeds. Since his only
mode of operation prior to
this has been shady and
crooked, he needs help.
That help comes by way of
his concerned sister and
the characters played by
White and Williams.

Williams in particular
carried the day. Larger
than life as a Pastor Ruth,
Williams established her-
self as an almost angelic
influence on the man’s
life. Nick first encounters
her in a church where he
flees during the rain. As
benevolent pastor, Will-
iams offered words of

comfort and direction. In
this role, Williams was a
total natural, giving the
role a graceful nudge with
a superb presence that
showcased what acting is
all about. She reminds of
Tess of “Touched by an
Angel,” minus the attitude
and rough exterior.

In a dead heat with
Williams related to star
power, White’s character
gave Nick some friendly
guidance and love. He pa-
tiently leads Nick toward
new practices of selfless
behavior. In fact, he acts
like the brother from an-
other mother that this
lead character needs.

The movie’s central
theme is one of goodwill.
Nick has many children
who sit in his lap and lists
their Christmas wants.
One child in particular cap-
tures his attention when

he asks Santa to get his
parents back together. Al-
though he initially makes
the promise with no atten-
tion to fulfill it, his sister
brings to his attention that
the child took his promise
seriously and would bank
on having his immature
father back at home for
Christmas.

This is when he
realised that he has his
work cut out for him. Wil-
liams is his first counse-
lor, and she nudges him
with her helpful insight
into humanity. This puts
Nick on a pathway to meet

the characters that he is to
bring back into maritial
bliss.

The only real con in
the movie is when he finds
a way to gain some inroads
with the boy’s mother.

The movie centers
around his efforts to rec-
oncile the couple. He has
his work cut out for him.
By the time he is well on
the pathway toward fulfill-
ing his goal, complications
ensue. When they do, he
has to decide whether to
take the highroad or
whether to revert back to
his old tendencies.

Spectrum Theatre Company
Bringing Play Reading Series

(L to R) Janice Stinson, Billy Harden, Jacqui
Cross and Carla Nickerson of the Spectrum The-
atre Company. File photo

By Shirley A. Hammond
twitter.com/

xtremeridewish1

Billy Harden, Execu-
tive Director of Spectrum
Theatre Company, said
the company has some
new projects slated for
2015. They will begin a
play reading series which
will feature contemporary
African American theatre
pieces from national and
local playwrights. He
stated that some will be
African American theatre
classics like “A Soldiers
Story” and “A Raisin in the
Sun.”  He explained what
a play reading involves.”It
is a full reading of the
play, but the actors are not
moving on the stage. The
actors are seating or
standing.” He said the ac-
tors read with fervor. “It’s
a dramatic reading of the
piece.” He explained that
there is no lighting, sound,
set designs, etc. He said
the advantage is that there
will be a talk back, where
the audiences can ask the
actors (and in some cases
the playwrights) questions
about the play. It will give
the audience a chance to
delve into the meanings of
the play and discover
through their own inter-

pretation something about
themselves.

The first play reading
in the series will take place
in January at The Brass
House with Matrex Kilgore
serving as a team (project)
manager. Harden said cer-
tain members will be over
various aspects of the com-
pany. The date has not been
set., but will be announced
later. This play reading will
“Gem of the Ocean,” by
August Wilson.

They will do a co-pro-
duction of “Mountaintop,”
with Austin Playhouse,
their parent company. This
reading will open January
9 and run through January
18 to coincide with the
Martin Luther King Holiday.
He gave a summary of this
production,”That is the
story of Martin Luther
King’s last night at the
Lorraine Hotel in Memphis
before he was shot.” He
said this reading is based
upon equal parts rumor
and myth about King’s fi-
nal evening. Marc Pouhe
and Carol Nickerson are
star actors in that produc-
tion. Both are Austin Circle
of Theatres’ award win-
ners. The readings take
place on the lower level of
Highland Mall in the North
extension.
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Aubri Allen-Brent
Del Valle High School

Wesley Dickerson
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Christmas is right
around the corner. Our
break is 2 weeks long. A lot

of kids don’t have a nice
family and don’t come
home to gifts and stuff . So
my teacher is having a can
food and you drive to give
to the homeless kids . I find
it very sad that some kids
don’t get to have a good
holiday. We are also doing
adopt a family , adopt a fam-
ily is when you adopt a kid
and buy them presents be-
cause they can’t afford it.

Semester 1 is almost
over. Highschool is going by
Sooo fast. I can’t wait till I’m
a senior cause I will feel like
I accomplished so much .
Untill next GOO CARDS!

Christmas Is Coming Semester Exams

Exams are a hard time
in the lives of all students.
With giant test reviews in
practically every class, ex-
ams put pressure on stu-
dents even before they take
their actual tests. In schools
across America students are
studying their brains out
and finishing up assign-
ments due the next day and
sometimes assignments
due last week. This is the
time of year where all stu-
dents are both happy and
frustrated at the same time.

At the end of every
semester most classes ad-
minister a semester final
exam, a test that covers ev-
ery topic discussed in that
class during the semester.
Since these exams are cu-
mulative they are very
daunting tasks for students
to handle so exam week as
well as the time leading up
to it can be pretty stressful.
Not only are the tests hard
but also they affect a
student’s overall average in
a class in a pretty big way.
For example at Cedar Ridge,

exams count for a total of
ten percent of a student’s
semester average in a class,
which can be the difference
between an A and a B as
well as passing and failing a
class. Along with the pres-
sure coming from thinking
about how much this exam
could affect you, students
also have to complete in-
sanely long test reviews
that teachers hand out in
preparation for their tests.
These reviews are not al-
ways complicated but are
usually very lengthy, seeing
a one hundred question re-
view is not uncommon but
it does absolutely nothing
to improve your moral. An
example of this is that in my
AP World History class my
teacher assigned us histori-
cal term definitions to com-
plete as our review, these
are like definitions with
added significance that are
only around three sen-
tences per term. Writing a
few of these is not a very
difficult task but when your
teacher assigns 210 of them
it gets pretty scary.

The best part of exams
is knowing that winter
break is near, which means
no school and no worries
for two weeks. This is the
major factor that motivates
students to do well or at
least muscle through their
exams. So to all the stu-
dents reading this article
remember that the holidays
are near and you don’t have
to take another semester
exam for about five months,
and lastly good luck!

Sometimes you can
take one glance at some-
one and know their per-
sonality. Sometimes that
one glance shows you
someone that looks dif-
ferent than they are. It is
sad to be right about how
a kid acts just by looking
at him/her. Sadly, that is
sometimes the case.

There will always
be someone who never
grows up. There are some
people that won’t make it

Trouble

Genesis Stiggers
Elgin Middle School

in life even when you saw
so much potential.  The
people who know they can
but decide they won’t.
The people who throw
away their potential.
These are the people who
always regret, that think
back and say, “ If only I...”.

The world won’t
stop no matter how much
you want it to. It will keep
turning and leave you be-
hind if you don’t keep up.
It is hard, cruel, and unfair.
But it has it’s advantages,
and the people who find
them are my heroes be-
cause they find a way to be
happy no matter what ob-
stacles are put in their
way. Unfortunately, there
are always the people who
grew up wasting their
lives. The ones that die
unhappy and unsatisfied.
The people you can size
up in a glance. The ones
where you can look and

say, “ That kid is trouble.”.

Twas’ the week be-
fore Midterms and all
through the house, not a
creature was stirring, not
even a stressed out stu-
dent. This week is
Ridgeview Middle
School’s testing week be-
fore the holiday break. So
many teachers have been
handing out study sheets
and reviews before the
test that some kids can’t
keep track of them all.

This year, Principal
Travis Mutscher changed
the testing policy so that
only classes that count as
high school credit give
midterms. “I have made a

Ira “T.J.” Williams
Ridgeview M. S.

decision along with my
leadership team to only
have mid-terms for stu-
dents taking high school
credit classes, which is a
requirement. No other
mid-terms will be given
this year.” said Mr.
Mutscher. This change has
brought a lot of relief for
students this year. Princi-
pal Mutscher added, “I
hope this relieves a little
bit of stress from the stu-
dents about testing anxi-
ety at the end of the se-
mester.” Principal
Mutscher proved himself
to be hero to the students
of Ridgeview Middle
School.

As for the classes
who don’t give exams,
they will be hosting study
halls, fun activities, or just
relaxation time. Most of
the Language Arts classes
in the 8th grade will  be
watching “The Giver” after
we finish the book. This
week will also be cut short
so that Thursday, Decem-
ber 18th is the last day be-
fore winter break. What a
great way to end the se-

mester!

Midterms

Jarian Galloway
Harmon Academy

It ’s almost the last
week before school breaks
for the holidays! At first, I
was excited and anxious to
finally get a break from all
the stress and pressure.
Then I had a sudden
thought, I won’t be getting
a break; the teachers are
going to give homework
over the break!

So now as I study for
Midterms and benchmarks,
I wait in misery to find out
how much homework I’ll
have to do during my 3
weeks of supposed para-

dise.

Winter Break Blues

Jaylon Knighten
Del Valle High School

Fine Arts Department

The Del Valle High
School Fine Arts Depart-
ment had big events hap-

pening this week kicking off
the Christmas Holidays. On
Monday Dec 8th The Del
Valle Proud Cardinal Band
had their first concert for
the year and the Del Valle
Belles and Cardettes per-
formed on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday at their win-
ter show.

 Good News… last
week I received a letter say-
ing I have been recognize as
a candidate for the National
Honor Society for Del Valle
High School. I will let you
know if I was selected or not
next week. I am glad this is
our last week of school and
we will begin our Winter

Break.

I am taking this ACC
college class for medical
terminology . It is the hard-
est class I have ever token.
The words are really weird
and I still have trouble un-
derstanding the words if I

ACC College Class
study. The test have like 80
questions and they are so
much different from high
school test . I wish that my
teacher came at the begin-
ning of the course instead
of the middle because next
week is our last week in that
class and I barley under-
stand. I hope I take another
medical class before I
graduate because I didn’t
really learn anything in the
class I am in now. And the
teacher only comes like 2
days in a week the other
days we have a substitute .
Its just like how does she
expect us to learn anything
if she isn’t there everyday
to teach us .

Lanette Demps
Del Valle High School

This week went
good. We got 5 more days

Excited

Imani Demps
Del Valle High School

til l  break. I’m so happy
that I have made it this far.
We don’t have long before
graduation is here. I am
trying to stay on top of ev-
erything that is coming my
way. School is the only
thing that ’s on my mind
right now.

I have applied to a
couple more schools. And
I’m almost ready to make
my decision. I’m so happy
to see what like is gonna
throw my way. I  have a
project that’s due and I’m
trying to finish it  up a
couple of days before so

give my self a break.

Computer Tech students
recently advanced to state
competitions in the Air Force
Associations national youth
cyber security education pro-
gram called the CyberPatriot
Competition. Hendrickson has
two teams competing, our
JROTC and an Open Division
teams.

Information Technology
students recently competed in
Texas State’s IT Symposium
where Luke D’Alfonso placed
1st in Computer Troubleshoot-
ing and 4 other Hawks were fi-
nalists, Ryan Roch, Jonathon
Johnson, Edward Espinosa, and
Carlos Andrade out of 500 stu-
dents attending from Central
Texas.

The Hawk Speech & De-
bate team competed at the UT

Technology

Alon Rodgers
Hendrickson H. S.

Longhorn Classic Tournament
The Hawks took 3rd Place
Speech Sweepstakes and 2nd
Overall Sweeps out of 123
schools from 8 states! Senior
Jordan Rojas took 3rd Place In-
dividual Sweepstakes out of
over 1,400 individual entries.

Individual placings are as
follows: Jordan Rojas – 2nd in
Oratory, 3rd in Impromptu, 4th
in Domestic Extemp, Semis in
Forgein Extemp; Zach
Falkenbury- 6th in Impromptu,
Semis in Foreign Extemp and
Domestic Extemp; Harmon
Gamble- 4th in Humorous
Interp; Harmon Gamble /Matt
Tomasek- 8th in Duo; David
Avila – Semis in Congress; Ayu
Sofyan/Nico Williams – Octs in
Policy Debate; Emma Ha/Elan
Wilson – Dubs in Policy De-
bate; Marcus Ayala/Carlos Gre-
gory- Octs in Public Forum De-
bate; Anastashia Alfred/Calvin
Vu- Quarters in Novice Policy;
Speaker Awards- Anastashia
Alfred-4th; Calvin Vu-6th;
Marcus Ayala- Top speaker

By the time you read this
column we will be on Winter
Break but basketball home
games wrap up the week with
the girls hosting Rouse 4 pm
Friday and boys hosting

Westwood @11:30 am Dec 20
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Sarah Robertson
Athlos Leadership Acad.

Flu

This past week I had the
flu so I was out of school for
most of the week.  I wasn’t
feeling good and my legs and
arms were sore.  I told my
mom and she took my tem-

perature and said it was high.
I went to the doctor and af-
ter some test they said I had
the flu.

I don’t like to be sick
but when you have the flu
you have to take care of your-
self.  So here are some
simple tips about getting
over the flu.

#1 Go to the doctor to
get medicine as soon as pos-
sible.

#2 Take the medicine
the doctor gives you the way
the doctor says take the
medicine.

And #3 Drink plenty of
water and get plenty of
sleep.  These are some
simple tips about the getting
over the flu.

De’Ja Hill
Lamar Middle School

Taking Care of Yourself

Hello Readers,
As far as school is

concerned, I only went one
day last week so there was
nothing exciting that hap-
pened there.  The reason I
missed so many days of
school was that I was sick.
When I went to help my
brother, Desmond, move
both of my youngest niece’s

were sick with what I
thought was just a cold oh
how wrong I was.

Since I am allergic
to certain tree pollens, I
thought I was just having an
allergic reaction, but my
mother thought my brother,
and I Zyon had the flu.  What
started out as a fever soon
escalated to body aches
and vomiting.  Neither Zyon
nor I have had our flu shot
this season because every
time we have gone to the
doctor we were sick so they
could not give us the flu
shot.

When they say stay
away from sick people if
possible, please listen and
if you cannot avoid them
make sure to wash your
hands, sanitize, and cough
in the your arm because
being sick is no fun at all.

Until next time, De’ja’

It is that time of the
year again where students
are walking the hallways
like zombies, trying to
cram in last minute infor-
mation on top of 5 hours
or less of sleep just to
prove their academic po-
tential. Just kidding! The
perception of finals week
as a huge struggle is in part
true, but the week can
also be a time for a stu-
dent to shine and show
that they actually do have
the ability to remember
things learned at the be-
ginning of the year.

Finals week can actu-
ally be fairly relaxing if the
right steps are taken in
preparing for exams. For
example, start studying a

Finals Week

Kiara Myers
Vista Ridge H. S.

couple of days or weeks in
advance to give yourself
more time to retain infor-
mation. Try working in
groups or quizzing your
friends so that everyone
can have a share in the
learning. I personally like
to watch YouTube videos
that can help me under-
stand concepts and pro-
cesses, instead of just
memorizing words with-
out meaning.

Finals in high school
have changed periodically
during my time as a stu-
dent. We used to be able
to exempt all of our finals
in the fall and spring if we
had a certain semester av-
erage and minimal ab-
sences. However, many
administrators decried
the system as too easy in
allowing students to not
be held accountable for
retaining all information
taught during the course.
The new system mandates
that we take finals in the fall
and not the spring if we
meet certain requirements.
Luckily many teachers re-
lieve the stress of the week
by giving out exams earlier
or allowing us to do them

at home with resources.

Aaron Williams
Kealing M.S.

This week was very
long for me because I spent
most of the week in the
house because I was sick.
Just about everyone in my
family was sick so there
was no school for me. Ba-
sically, I  stayed in the

house lying around until
my mother could get me
an appointment with my
doctor.  After going to the
doctor and getting some
medicine, I began to feel
better by the end of the
week.

Once everyone
started feeling, better we
went outside and started
playing some basketball.
We played a game of 21 and
I must say my shooting skills
are constantly improving.
Although, I did not win I did
come in second place,
which is fine with me.  So,
even though the week
started out bad it ended
well.  Now it is back to
school and back to work be-
cause learning rocks!

Until next time, Aaron

Being Sick

Learning Still Continues

Hello Reader,
This was a short

week for me because I was
sick, but the learning
never stops.  Although, I
was at home getting medi-
cine every six hours I still
had to come up with an
essay of one thousand
words for my Journalism
class on the pros and cons
of wearing school uni-
forms.  The essay itself was

Zyon Hill
Reagan High School

not hard it was trying to do
the essay while the medi-
cine I took made me sleepy.

I started feeling a
little better by the end of
the week so I asked my
mother to let me go back to
school on Friday because I
had a final in both my Ge-
ometry and my Chemistry
classes.  Those were two
tests that I did not want to
miss and I think I did pretty
well on both of them.

I also had to attend
Saturday school along with
my mother, who was not
very happy about having
to go, the reason I had to
go to Saturday school was
the number of absences I
have.  Well they were ac-
tually tardies, but three
tardies is equal to one ab-
sence so I guess it is the
same thing.  A little advice
make certain you get to
class on time.

Until next time, Zyon

Hannah Robertson
Connally High School

Staying Well in Flu Season

Black Life Matters. Do
you think so? When I was
young I concluded to slavery
being over and no existence
of this thing called ‘Jim
Crow’, obviously meaning
Black Life is equivalent to all
other life we see in this
world. Due to the recent
events that I’ve seen in the
news, I know that I stopped
at the wrong conclusion. I
would like to use my voice
to send my condolences out
to the families that have
lost their loved ones to the
unjust we see in our soci-
ety. This past Sunday, my
preacher ’s sermon was

titled, “I Can’t Breathe”. A
quote that comes from the
mouth of the past Eric Gar-
ner who died of suffocation
from police brutality. No, I
am not a news reporter  nor
a famous civil rights activ-
ist, but I am a young leader
in my community that is
knowledgeable of the dif-
ference between right and
wrong. I know the decisions
made by the court that are
trying the murders are not
right. I know that me being
a young African American
means that these tragic
events could have easily
happen to me or one of my
peers. God forbid it comes
to that, but from the mouths
of people like me, Black
Teenagers, we are scared.
When we see ourselves in
those who are killed and do
not receive any justice, it
brings fear to our eyes.
When we were young it was
easy to be ignorant of the
choices made by the adults
of our time. My current
prayer is that people like
me, any young person re-
ally, can see the wrong and
fight to make it right.

Hello everyone! This
past week has been busy for
me. In school we had testing
all week. We had our bench-
mark  testing. My brother is
in second grade and I know
he  had testing too. The
benchmark test shows how
much we  have learned and
if we are at the level we’re

Montrae Nelson
Riverplace Elementary

supposed to be for this part
of the school year. Since  we
worked so hard all week our
teacher let us watch movies
on Friday. The weekend was
even better. My aunt sur-
prised us and took us to Mt.
Playmore. We had never
been but it was a lot of fun.
There were games,food, and
toys. It looked like a giant
playscape with a lot of tun-
nels  attached to the ceiling.
Made with nets and plastic
tubes  and poles. We stayed
for an hour and left. I had to
work hard this week but
that’s okay. I had a great
weekend and Christmas is
almost here. If you haven’t
been to Mt.Playmore you
should go, it’s so much fun, it
will blow your mind! Thank
you for reading and Happy

Holidays!

Schoool and Fun

Whitney Brown
S. F. Austin H. S.

Black Life Matters

Black Life Matters.
Do you think so? When I
was young I concluded to
slavery being over and no
existence of this thing
called ‘Jim Crow’, obviously
meaning Black Life is
equivalent to all other life
we see in this world. Due
to the recent events that
I’ve seen in the news, I
know that I stopped at the
wrong conclusion. I would
like to use my voice to
send my condolences out
to the families that have
lost their loved ones to the
unjust we see in our soci-
ety. This past Sunday, my
preacher’s sermon was
titled, “I Can’t Breathe”. A
quote that comes from the

mouth of the past Eric Gar-
ner who died of suffoca-
tion from police brutality.
No, I am not a news re-
porter  nor a famous civil
rights activist, but I am a
young leader in my com-
munity that is knowledge-
able of the difference be-
tween right and wrong. I
know the decisions made
by the court that are try-
ing the murders are not
right. I know that me be-
ing a young African Ameri-
can means that these
tragic events could have
easily happen to me or one
of my peers. God forbid it
comes to that, but from the
mouths of people like me,
Black Teenagers, we are
scared. When we see our-
selves in those who are
killed and do not receive
any justice, it brings fear
to our eyes. When we
were young it was easy to
be ignorant of the choices
made by the adults of our
time. My current prayer is
that people like me, any
young person really, can
see the wrong and fight to
make it right.

DECEMBER 22 |
CHRISTMAS IN THE

COMMUNITY

The Austin Symphony
is excited to announce a
brand new program this
holiday season that will
bring free music to all
Austinites.

Christmas in the
Community is a series of
twelve concerts held
throughout the city of Aus-
tin featuring different en-
sembles of the orchestra
playing familiar holiday
music. The program kicks
off on November 22nd at
the Domain with their an-
nual tree lighting ceremony
and concludes December
22nd with a performance
at the State Capitol.

Also featured on this
series are members of the
Austin Youth Orchestra,
who will perform “side-by-
side” with the Austin Sym-
phony. These select young

people are given the op-
portunity to perform with
professional orchestra
members; this experience
proves to be an invaluable
teaching tool and experi-
ence for these budding
musicians.

All twelve dates,
times, and locations are
listed on the Austin Sym-
phony website.
www.austinsymphony.org/
events/christmas-in-the-
community/

http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/ACC_SP15-Reg-TECH_Villager.pdf


CITY ~ STATE ~ NATIONAL ~ WORLD
Page 6 ~ December 19, 2014/THE VILLAGER                                                                                                                www.theaustinvillager.com

The Black Austin Democrats

On December 13,
2014, the Black Austin
Democrats held their an-
nual end of year celebra-
tion which was a “Christ-
mas Party”. The annual
Christmas Party tends to
be at a time in which the
Black Austin Democrats
invite the local commu-
nity and other Democrats
from various other clubs
to come and celebrate
the end of a full calendar
of yearly events. During
the celebration, there
were local dignitaries,
elected officials, activ-
ists and many others
who came to support
this important and vital
organization, the Black
Austin Democrats. Not
only does the event serve
as a “Get together” but
also the Black Austin
Democrats uses this time
to recognize and acknowl-
edge fellow African Ameri-
can Democrats who have
impacted the community
over the past year.

Every year, BAD

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

tends to honor its mem-
bers who have excelled
within the club setting
and also within the com-
munity.  For this  year
event, BAD has decided
to honor 9 people for
their service to the club
and also the community.
The nominees for the
awards  were Dona
Tabrizi  for Grassroots
Champion; Michael J.
Ohueri  and Shuranda
Robinson for “Emergent
Leaders”, Judge Evelyn
McKee and Gerald Wash-
ington received the “Liv-
ing legend Award”. The
Beacon of Light Award
was given to Cheryl Bra-
dley and Tamala
Barksdale. Finally the
Hall of Fame Award was
given to Sheryl Cole and
to Judge Sam Biscoe.

One of the themes
of the night was that,
“there is still much work
to be done”. Although,
America elected its first
African American presi-
dent, there have been

countless numbers of
African Americans shot
and killed by police of-
f icers.  Moreover,  the
end of these shootings
means that the commu-
nity must be involved in
local politics at every
level, including voting
for the right candidates.
Also, there is “still a lot
of work to be done prior
to changing Texas from
a conservative state to
Liberal state.

Over the years, the
Black Austin Democrats
has positioned itself as a
“deal maker” within local
Travis County Democratic
Party elections. In other
words, all of the candi-
dates realized that an en-
dorsement from the Black
Austin Democrats could
either “push their cam-
paign forward or break
their campaign”. In this
campaign season, the
Black Austin Democrats
have endorsed certain
candidates  such as
Adler for Austin’s mayor.

North Texas and Central Texas
Elected Officials Meet for an

Ebola Readiness Forum

On December 9, the “Future Forum” held an “Ebola Readiness Forum” at the
Lyndon Baines Johnson Library (LBJ) on the University of Texas campus. This forum
was set up into a panel and discussion style in which Rico Reyes was the moderator
of the event. Some of the panel members included Judge Clay Jenkins of Dallas
County; Judge-elect Sarah Eckhardt of Travis County; Dr. Huang Medical Director
and Health Authority of Austin; Linda Watsins of Seton Top Infection Preventions ;
and Tony Marquart, President of Austin/Travis Ems-Association.

After each of the panelists introduced themselves, they began to answer some
questions offered by the moderator. Some of the questions that were asked included,”
What we have learned from our experience in Dallas County?” Another question
was, “If we should be worried about the measles, flu, or other diseases, then why
were we not isolating measles or flu patients?” All these questions were relevant to
the “Ebola scare” that occurred in the Dallas-Fort Worth area when an infected
patient died from this virus and also infected others who ended living.

Moreover, Judge Clay Jenkins was the top elected official who oversaw the
“Ebola Virus” response which occurred in Dallas County. Judge Clay Jenkins was
able to talk and pass some vital information to the other elected officials, City
officials, health care workers and also to the members of the audience who were
present at this event. Judge Jenkins mentioned that they were successful due to
numerous reasons such as being able to set up a command post really fast; they
didn’t blame the patient or anyone for the Ebola virus; and finally, for leaving poli-
tics out of the crisis.

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

North and Central Texas Ebola Summit attendees. (Left - Right), rico reyes, the
moderator Judge Clay Jenkins of Dallas County and Judge-elect Sarah

Eckhardt of Travis County. Phto by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Sheryl Cole, Michael Ohueri, Judge McKee, Shuranda
Robinson, Dona Avery Tabrizi and Gerald Washington.
Photo courtesy by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Central
Texas’

African
Diaspora
Awaiting

the
Continent

Tournament
by Tsoke

(Chuch) Adjavon

In a couple of weeks
from now, the CAF (Con-
federation of African Foot-
ball) soccer, competition
among African countries
will begin. The CAF cham-
pionship games are held
every two years in which
different countries host
the game. For this year,
South Africa has decided
to host Africa’s premiere
and most prominent tour-
nament. During this com-

petition, 16 different Afri-
can countries will try to win
the title of Champion of
Africa. In addition, win-
ning the championship
means that the nation
would receive an auto-
matic “slot” into the soc-
cer World-Cup. As a result,
this championship is taken
very seriously by all na-
tions.

The 16 nations that
are competing are placed
in four various groups. The
16 African nations that
qualified for this tourna-
ment are South Africa,
Congo, Algeria, Mali,
Gabon, Burkina Faso,
Cameroon, Ivory Coast,
Ghana, Guinea, Cape-
Verde, Zambia, Tunisia,
Senegal, Democratic Re-
public of Congo and the
host nation of Equatorial
Guinea. Moreover, these
16 teams will seek to claim
one of Africa’s most cov-
eted crowns of champion.

Each nation has the
desire to win yet, each has
something to prove. For
instance, the nation of
Zambia wants to prove

that they can retain the
title of the championship.
Cote d’Ivoire is trying to
prove that their team is not
just about “hype” but can
finally win a title. The
Democratic Republic of
Congo will seek to show
that it is among the top
three African countries.
Finally, Equatorial Guinea
will seek to prove that they
can be a good host and
that this time; they can
reach at least the semi-fi-
nals.

In Central Texas, the
African Diaspora will be
eagerly watching the vari-
ous games to see which
country can be champion.
Moreover, for the African
Diaspora this champion-
ship is a time to re-con-
nect with the continent. In
addition, it would be an
opportunity for the African
Diaspora community to
come together to share
some community mo-
ments. Thus, the African
Diaspora is looking for-
wards to this tournament
which will occur in the 2nd
week of January.

Queens Democratic
City Councilman Rory
Lancman plans to intro-
duce a package of bills on
Thursday, that aims to
criminalize the use of
chokeholds by NYPD offic-
ers and provide guidelines
on how the tactic can only
be used.

In an interview with
the AmNews on Tuesday,
the freshman lawmaker
said one measure will ban
chokehold altogether. Al-
though the take-down ma-
neuver is prohibited by
NYPD departmental policy,
officers still use it. There’s
no law that makes it ille-
gal.

“The bill would make
it clear that chokehold will
only be used depending
on the situation the offic-
ers are in,” the lawmaker
said.

Under another bill,
city District Attorneys will
prosecute cases of negli-
gence assaults for inap-
propriate use of force. He
said the prosecution will

prove whether an officer is
justified in using the force
to subdue someone.

The other measure
requires the police depart-
ment to produce annual
reports about the inci-
dents when officers use
force. Lancman said this
will create transparency
and allow the council to
track how force is being
used by officers.

The lawmaker told
the AmNews that the move
to make chokeholds ille-
gal, stems from the July 17
chokehold death of Staten
Island man Eric Garner. He
was placed in the prohib-
ited police tactic by NYPD
officer Daniel Pantaleo.
Relatives, activists and
some council members ar-
gued that the use of force
was unnecessary.

Garner, 43, was ap-
proached for allegedly
selling untaxed cigarettes
on Staten Island. After be-
ing placed in a chokehold
and taken to the ground,
Garner could be heard re-
peatedly saying to the of-
ficers, “I can’t breathe.”
Weeks later, the city medi-
cal examiner’s office ruled
Garner’s death a homicide
as a result of the
chokehold. They said his
health conditions, obesity
and high blood pressure
were also contributing fac-
tors to his death.

A Staten Island grand
jury began hearing evidence
to determine if there will be
criminal charges. Pantaleo
and the other officers were
not arrested and charged.
Last month, Garner’s fam-
ily filed a $75 million law-
suit against the city.

City Council
Bill to Make
Chokehold

Illegal
by Khorri Atkinson

Special to the NNPA from the
New York Amsterdam News

Eric Garner, an innocent
father choked to death by
NYPD on July 17 (Courtesy
Photo)



CLASSIFIEDS ~ PUBLIC INFORMATION

City of Austin
Purchasing Office

EMPLOYMENT / PROPOSALS
PUBLIC

INFORMATION
FOR SALE / FOR RENT / BIDS

MISCELLANEOUS

The City of Austin Purchasing Office invites
you to view current bid solicitations at https://
www.c i . au s t i n . t x . u s / f i nanceon l ine /
vendor_connection/solicitation/solicitations.cfm.
Vendors are encouraged to register on-line in the
City’s Vendor Self Service System. Once your
company is registered, you will receive notifica-
tions about new bid opportunities.  For addi-
tional information regarding current bid opportu-
nities or Vendor Registration, please call the Pur-
chasing Office at 512-974-2500.

For information on the City of Austin’s Mi-
nority Owned and Women-Owned Procurement
Program and the certification process, please
contact the Small & Minority Business Resources
Department at 512-974-7600 or visit their website
at http://www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

 City of Austin Featured Job
Opportunities

The City of Austin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please visit the City of Austin employment
website at www.austincityjobs.org to view

requirements and apply for these and other job
opportunities. We encourage you to check the

employment website
often as new job opportunities

are posted daily.
If you have any questions or need assistance,

please call 512-974-3210 or email us at
employment.services@austintexas.gov.

 The City of Austin is currently seeking
qualified applicants for the following
positions:
• Park Ranger I (2 Openings)
• Animal Health Technician
• Public Information & Marketing Corporate
Manager
• Building & Grounds Lead
• Administrative Assistant
• Dispatcher Technician- Temporary
• Building & Grounds
• Drainage Ops & Maint III
• Traffic Signal Technician
• Engineer A
• Administrative Specialist
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Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Pianist/Organist position
with 2-yrs experience.
Job details and contact

info @
www.stmarybaptist.com

Submit resume by Dec 31st

Musician Position

New Jobs for the
Week of 12/14/2014

Administrator, IT Applications
Service Center

Monday-Friday,
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

$3,858-$4,823/Monthly
Job# 1412006

Specialist, Recruiting/Advising
Highland Business Center

Monday-Friday,
 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

$2,879-$3,599/Monthly
Job# 1412005

Supervisor, Heating Ventilation &
Air-Conditioning

Service Center
Monday-Friday,

7:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
$3,858-$4,823/Monthly

Job# 1401006

We want YOU!
AdvertiseWith The

VILLAGER

Mrs. Arnold’s Estate Sale
SATURDAY, December 20, 2014

1708 Pennsylvania Avenue
Across the street from
Kealing Middle School

and Greater Mt. Zion Church
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Home furnishings, china,

appliances, jewelry, etc.

Sheriff’s Office Offering a
Free Citizens’ Academy Class

People are often critical of their local law en-
forcement agency without even knowing how they
operate or why. For instance; have you ever won-
dered what Sheriff’s deputies are doing while they
are sitting on the side of the road parked next to
one another? Why traffic deputies always appear
out of nowhere? Why there is a use of force policy?
What does a Corrections Officer do? Or why the
jails offer programs for inmates? For the answer to
these and many other questions sign up for the
free Sheriff’s Citizens’ Academy.

The Sheriff’s Citizens’ Academy doesn’t cer-
tify you as a deputy. What it does is inform you of
how the Travis County Sheriff’s Office works and
how your tax dollars are being spent. You will get
to meet Sheriff’s Office employees and find out
what it takes to be a deputy or corrections officer
from the selection process through training and
working on a shift. It is a free 13-week course that
meets on Tuesday nights from 6:45 PM to 10:00
PM.

The next class beings on February17, 2015 so
visit the Citizens Academy Alumni Association
web site at www.tcscaaa.org for your application
and send it in today. The class is open to anyone
who is 21 or over, and lives or works in Travis
County.

For additional qualifiers, questions, or to get
your application, contact Senior Deputy Vincente
Galloway at Vincente.galloway@co.travis.tx.us or
call 854-4989.

PURSUANT TO Chapter 70,
Texas Property Code, notice is
hereby given to owner(s) and lien
holder(s) of the vehicle(s) listed
below. Vehicle(s) is/are located at
7733 Marble Crest Dr., Austin, TX
78747. You have 31 days from the
date of publication to redeem your
vehicle. Call (210) 804-2094 for
information. 2007 Freightliner
Columbia VIN:
1FUJFOCV77LY95806

“THE BET HONORS”
2015

EXTRAORDINARY
HONOREES

ANNOUNCED
by Naomi Richard

BET Networks kicks
off the New Year celebrat-
ing black excellence with
the eighth annual “The
BET Honors” 2015 special
hosted by television per-
sonality, actor and come-
dian, Wayne Brady. The
star-studded night will
honor five distinguished
African Americans per-
forming at exceptional lev-
els in the areas of art,
music, theater, technology
and business. This year’s
remarkable honorees are
Dr. Johnnetta Betsch Cole,
Phylicia Rashad, Usher
Raymond, John W. Thomp-
son and Kanye West.

Dr. Johnnetta Betsch
Cole, Director of the
Smithsonian Institution’s
National Museum of Afri-
can Art, and former presi-
dent of Spelman College,
will receive the Education
Award. Tony Award-win-
ning actress, singer and
stage director Phylicia
Rashad will be honored
with the Theatrical Arts
Award for her revolution-
ary impact on Broadway
and regional theater.
Usher Raymond, recording
artist, songwriter, actor
and philanthropist, will re-
ceive the Musical Arts
Award for his years of on-
going success in music.
John W. Thompson, Chair-

man of Microsoft and CEO
of Virtual Instruments, will
receive the Technology
and Business Award for
his ongoing leadership in
business and his influence
in the world of technology.
Famed musician, producer,
artist, author and designer
Kanye West, will receive
the Visionary Award for
setting trends and redefin-
ing ways of self-expres-
sion through different me-
diums of art.

      ”The BET Honors”
2015 will be taped at the
historic Warner Theatre in
Washington, D.C. on Satur-
day, January 24, 2015 and
will premiere on Monday,
February 23, 2015 at 9:00
pm* during Black History
Month on BET Networks in
the USA, and around the
world on BET’s international
network on Saturday, Febru-
ary 28, 2015 (check local
listings).

Proceeds from the
private sale of  “The BET
Honors” 2015 will benefit
the National Cares
Mentoring Program, an or-
ganization that helps
transform the lives of
Black children by inspiring,
recruiting, and mobilizing
masses of caring Black
men and women to men-
tor and nourish, challenge
and champion them.

Brutality, Lynchings
and Words

Justice for All
By Shirley A. Hammond

Brutality
Americans were par-

ticipating in another type
of March on Washington,
known as the National
March Against Police Bru-
tality, tweeting the words
#ThisStopsToday and
#ICan’tBreathe and reeling
from the collateral effects
of losing so many un-
armed black men and
youth to police acts of vio-
lence. The day of focus
took place on Saturday,
December 13. Overflow
marches/protests/rallies
spilled over into other cit-
ies to co-occur with the
larger march. Even some
citizens in Paris, France
was reported to have al-
lied themselves with the
movement.

Lynching Suspected
During this focused

time of awareness raising,
bonding through common-
ality; even seeking an-
swers, healing, resolution,
a new shift and police re-
forms; people in the city of
Bladenborough, North
Carolina are seeking to
understand whether one
of their own was actually
lynched.

In a CNN interview,
the teen was described by
his mother as athletic, 17
and dating an older white
woman. According to
Claudia Lacy, her son
(Lennon) left at night for a
walk. She said that be-
cause he was asthmatic,
his doctor recommended
that he exercise outside
when the temperature and
humidity were more favor-
able to his condition. On
August 28 when he fol-
lowed that night routine
and left the house, it was
her last time seeing him
alive.

The next morning he
was found hanging from

the cross bar of a swing set
in a trailer park. He was
covered with ants. His
mother reported to CNN
that from the moment she
saw his remains in a body
bag she knew he hadn’t
committed suicide.The lo-
cal and state authorities
have ruled his death a sui-
cide. She said she lost con-
fidence in the local police
department and the North
Carolina State Bureau of
Investigation.

Rev. William Barber,
president of the NAACP
conference in North Caro-
lina, was invited to look
into the case. He and oth-
ers associated with him
asked that the FBI investi-
gate the youth’s death.
Some discrepancies
pointed out in the CNN re-
port included the fact that
the cross bar from which
Lennon was hanging was
seven and a half feet high,
while the 207 pound youth
was 5’9.” It was men-
tioned that it seemed in-
congruous that he could
have hoisted himself up
that high to commit sui-
cide. In addition, he left
home with a signature pair
of athletic wear but was
found wearing some ge-
neric sneakers that were
missing the shoe laces
and were two sizes too
small.

One startling detail
that the family states that
they could not overlook
was the fact that Lennon’s
death took place on the
anniversary of the killing of
Emmitt Till, a 14 year old
killed in Mississippi after
allegedly flirting with a
white woman.

The FBI recently an-
nounced that they are look-
ing into the Lennon case as
a possible lynching.

Words

Just like mothers of
slain sons raised their
voices at the rally in Wash-
ington, Claudia Lacy used
the power of words to ex-
press her concerns. She
wrote an essay where she
touched upon the com-
monality her son had with
the others by writing, “My
son, Michael Brown, Eric
Garner – three black men
who were all treated by
police as though they
didn’t matter. That their
lives, and the circum-
stances of their deaths,
were immaterial.” Presi-
dent Bill Clinton spoke on
the matter by mentioning
that some people feel like
they don’t matter, and that

they are handled as if
they’re disposable like a
paper napkin. “We have to
make people feel that ev-
erybody matters,” he said.

A USA Today article
dated December 15 re-
ports that Samuel L. Jack-
son has issued a challenge
that others use their ce-
lebrity to sing a song
which includes the linguis-
tically potent lyrics, “I
Can’t Breathe.” The words
were used in the plea is-
sued by asthmatic Eric
Garder to police who took
him down during a
chokehold restraint on a
Staten Island sidewalk dur-
ing an arrest attempt. Gar-
ner died.

Austin Travis County In-
tegral Care is currently solicit-
ing proposals through a Re-
quest for Proposals (RFP) pro-
cess Security Services. RFPs may
be mailed or sent electronically,
by contacting Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@atcic.org or
(512) 440-4022 beginning De-
cember 22, 2014.  The deadline
to submit a proposal under the
RFP is 4 p.m. on January 9th,
2015.

 Historically
Underutilized Businesses, in-
cluding Minority-Owned Busi-
nesses and Women-Owned
Businesses, are encouraged to
apply.

ATCIC seeking RFPWaters Statement on
Senate Failure to Renew

Terrorism Insurance
WASHINGTON, D.C. –

Upon the news of the U.S.
Senate’s failure to reautho-
rize the critical Terrorism
Risk Insurance Act, Con-
gresswoman Maxine Waters
(D-CA), Ranking Member of
the Financial Services Com-
mittee, released the fol-
lowing statement:

"I'm saddened and dis-
appointed that the U.S.
Senate was unable to renew
the critical Terrorism Risk
Insurance Act.

The result will be a
stagnation in job creation,
investment and economic
growth for the countless
businesses and venues that
rely on TRIA.

It is disturbing that the
ideology of one Republican

in the House and another in
the Senate has derailed the
continuation of this impor-
tant program. I hope that
the incoming Republican
leadership prioritizes TRIA
as its first order of busi-
ness."
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Merry Christmas
From The Villager Family

To Yours

Merry Christmas
From The Villager Family

To Yours

MERRY CHRISTMAS
To All Our Supporters

Happy Holidays near and far, may you and
yours celebrate this Christmas in peace, love
and harmony! The Villager wants to give a

special thanks to the advertisers, readers and
especially our outstanding staff.

As we enter the New Year, 2015, the Villager
will celebrate its 42nd Anniversary of

publishing a tremendous newspaper in the
Greater Austin community.

Black Male Achievement Is Best
Response to Issues of

Black Males in America
By Phillip Jackson

Men from Morehouse College

At the exact same
moment that 30,000
people were marching in
Washington, DC chanting,
“No Justice, No Peace” in
support of Eric Garner,
Michael Brown and other
victims of police killings, a
15 year-old Black boy,
Demario Bailey, was being
shot in the chest under a
viaduct on the south side
of Chicago for his jacket by
other Black boys.  He died.

In 2012, there were
at least 313 murders of
young Black men and boys
by police, security guards
and vigilantes, which
pales in comparison to the
estimated 15,000 black-
on-black murders of
mostly young Black men
by other young Black men
almost every year.  Where
is their justice?  Where is
their peace?

God bless all of the
protestors who have
donned “I Can’t Breathe”
T-shirts and mimicked,
“Hands Up - Don’t Shot”

Black Male Achievement Is Best
Response to Issues of

Black Males in America
scenarios in cities and
towns across this country.
However, their actions
alone will do almost noth-
ing to change the plight of
the masses of young Black
men in America. Young
Black men in America are
the most despised, stereo-
typed, disregarded, and
feared people in this coun-
try; more likely to be poor,
more likely to be
undereducated, more
likely to be unemployed,
more likely to live without
their fathers, more likely to
be locked up in prisons,
and more likely to be mur-
dered than anyone else in
America.  Unjust incidents
that shock our sensibilities
are easier to mobilize
around than are the all-
pervasive, deeply institu-
tionalized, systematic in-
justices that Black males
endure in their lives every
day.

Usual and easy re-
sponses to the plight of
Black males in America
always include historic in-

dignation, protest and de-
mands that raise public
awareness—the stuff “mo-
ments” and not “move-
ments” are made of.  How-
ever, what is lacking is a
comprehensive, well-con-
ceived, sustained re-
sponse, which requires
massive community build-
ing efforts, direct-actions
with and on behalf of Black
men, and a redirection of
dollars from incarcerating
Black men to educating
and developing Black
youth.  Together, these
actions will develop and
support Black men and
boys in becoming strong,
positive, powerful, con-
tributing, compassionate
and courageous American
citizens.

Even if American po-
lice, security guards and
vigilantes do not murder
another Black man ever,
the existing socio-eco-
nomic, educational and
institutional factors in
America will continue to
destroy young Black men

and boys at an ungodly
rate.  Unless and until
these horrendous life-
force crushing energies
against young Black men
and boys are positively
transformed, their lives in
America will continue to
be a hellish catastrophe.

Even President
Barack Obama got caught
up in the symbolic frenzy
of responses by request-
ing congressional support
for $263 million to train
police forces across
America and for body cam-
eras.

Yet, the moment-by-
moment, spirit-breaking
forces nourished by the
social/economic policies

coming out of Washington,
DC (and the states) con-
tinue to cement Black
men’s positions at the bot-
tom of the American so-
cial, economic and educa-
tion structure and at the
top of the mortality, incar-
ceration and unemploy-
ment indices.  It’s a won-
der that any Black man can
“breathe” in America with
these kind of obstacles to
overcome!

Black Male Achieve-
ment is the much-needed,
missing and best response
to the issues of Black men
and boys in America. On
January 19, 2015, the Coa-
lition for Black Male
Achievement will mentor

50,000 young Black men
and boys in 200 cities—
towards survival and suc-
cess in America—as part
of the Martin Luther King
(MLK) Mentor Day initia-
tive.  The mentors are
Black men and the curricu-
lum is based on Black
Male Achievement and
human excellence.

Please visit
www.blackstarproject.org
to get your city and your
young Black men involved
or please call
773.285.9600.  The best
way to improve the condi-
tions of Black men in
America is not simply to
protest them, but to
change them.

Protest Movement
Strengthening

Protesters locked arms and prepared for a direct action in St. Louis’ Central West
End on Wednesday, December 3, after a New York grand jury decided not to indict Of-
ficer Daniel Pantaleo in the chokehold death of Eric Garner. Like Michael Brown Jr. in
Ferguson, Garner is considered a martyr of the Black Lives Matters protest movement.
(Lawrence Bryant/St. Louis American).

by Rebecca Rivas
Special to the NNPA

from the
St. Louis American

Growing up in Brook-
lyn, 20-year-old Keeshan
Harley has been frisked
more than 150 times since
he was 13, he said. He of-
ten chooses to stay home
rather than chance an en-
counter with police, he
said, where he could be
stuck in the back of a cop
car for an hour. Even a walk
down the block to the cor-
ner store can end in being
roughed up by police for
no reason, he said.

When the Brooklyn
college student heard that
Michael Brown Jr. was
shot and killed by Ferguson
Police Officer Darren Wil-
son, he immediately felt
drawn to come to
Ferguson.

“Everything in my
body said it ’s where I
needed to be,” said Harley,
youth leader with the New
York-based nonprofit Make
the Road. “There was that
innate sense of urgency.

Being a young black male,
I understand what that’s
like. That could have been
me just walking home
from the store.”

Harley came to St.
Louis in October for the
Weekend of Resistance.
What he experienced, he
said, helped prepare him
and other New York orga-
nizers for this week of pro-
tests following the De-
cember 3 grand jury’s non-
indictment decision of a
New York City police officer
in the chokehold death of
Eric Garner.

The importance of
spontaneity was one of
the crucial things they
learned in Ferguson, he
said.

“Understanding that
things don’t have to be fol-
lowed in a rigid way, where
there’s one person speak-
ing,” he said. “In Ferguson,
there was a profound sense
of responsibility. The people
were fed up. If someone
said, ‘Meet up at 9 p.m. in
Shaw,’ the people just knew
they needed to go.”

The Ferguson

movement’s hallmark ele-
ment of spontaneity hit
new levels last week as
thousands of protestors
worldwide walked out of
schools, shut down high-
ways, occupied retail
spaces and took to the
streets to demand police
accountability.

The day of the grand
jury’s announcement in
the Garner case, thou-
sands poured into the
streets and marched
throughout Manhattan.
They caused lanes to be
closed on the Brooklyn
Bridge, West Side High-
way and the Lincoln and
Holland Tunnels.

“None of that was
planned,” said Carl Dix, co-
founder of the Stop Mass
Incarceration Network.
“People came out in anger
and figured out what they
were going to do.”

Several groups also
staged mass die-ins in
other parts of New York
City, drawing from what
they’ve seen in Ferguson,
said Dix, who also partici-
pated in Ferguson October.
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