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Carver Museum November and December Line-UpCarver Museum November and December Line-Up

Logo for Lyrical Genius Contest. Photographer Jason Spence

For a top-of-mind
place to go for holiday fun,
Austinites need look no
further than the Carver
Museum & Cultural Cen-
ter. Located at 1165
Angelina Street, the venue
has a slate of events and
activities for the remainder
of the year. Following is a
sampling of what the mu-
seum/cultural center of-
fers those looking for
things to do to celebrate
the various holidays of the
season.

November 15
1. On Saturday, No-

vember 15 from 8:00pm-
11:00m a competition to
narrow down a lyrical sa-

See DATES, page 2

Military Veterans
Receive Focus

by Shirley A. Hammond

World War II veteran, Richard Overton, 108-years-old and quite possibly the oldest
veteran of one of the world’s more historical defining moments, sits in his front yard
and speaks with T.L. Wyatt, Editor of The Villager Newspaper, as a group of volunteers
from ACC, CoA Veterans Service Office and Team Home Depot engage in renovation
exercises to upgrade Overton’s home environment. Photo by Thomas Wyatt

Parades, fly overs by military aircraft and rallies
with speeches given on the steps of various Capitol
buildings are all nice ways to show appreciation for
Veterans for a single day of recognition. Many restau-
rants offer free meals or other special treats to Veter-
ans on Veterans Day. But when that day is over, many
veterans are left to wonder if they haven’t been forgot-
ten and put away for another year like an ornament
used to decorate a tree, or a holiday-themed tablecloth
that graces a dining table for a meal.

By any measure, one population of veterans that
sometimes need special consideration seem to be those
dealing with mental illnesses. The Texas Legislature
has a new initiative that will provide matching funds
for community-based health programs that help veter-
ans and their families toward this end.

Funding for the program will come from the Health
and Human Services Commission, with $1 million des-
ignated to address this need.  The program will target
those needs that are unmet by any other initiative in
place for this population. Since it’s a pilot program, it’s
performance will likely be under close scrutiny during
the first year to see if it makes sense to continue be-
yond the pilot year.

On Monday, November 10, sitting Governor Rick

Black Pollster: ‘Democrats Got their [Butt] Whipped’

“First let’s put it in context,
and this is not an excuse, the
Democrats got their a—-
whipped, but it was predictable”

Cornell Belcher

By Freddie Allen
NNPA Senior Washington Correspondent

W A S H I N G T O N
(NNPA) – Even with over-
whelming support from
Black voters, Democrats
still lost control of the
United States Senate in the
midterm elections and
President Barack Obama
will have to compromise
with the GOP-controlled
Congress in order to get
anything done in his last
two years.

“First let’s put it in
context, and this is not an
excuse, the Democrats got

their a—- whipped, but it
was predictable,” said
Cornell Belcher, a Demo-
cratic strategist, pollster
and president of Brilliant
Corners Research & Strat-
egies, a polling firm that
works with the Democratic
National Committee.

Belcher, an African
American, said that Re-
publicans had both history
and geography on their
side. Many of the key
races were run in the heart

See WHIPPED Pg 8
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Austin elects first
Mexican-American
female into office.
See COUNCIL
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Wrongful convictions
remain a rare
phenomenon.
See FEDS
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Senator West files
statewide policy

SB158 for officers.
See SESSION
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Chris Riley did
the right thing!

     Austin City Councilman
Chris Riley has withdrawn
from the District 9 Runoff
election against current
council member, Kathie
Tovo. She came within 1%
of the votes in the regular
election to win out right
without a runoff.
     Every one knows that the
runoff election that will be
held on December 16 will
require a lot more work. But,
in a practical sense, the
results usually do not change.
So, Tovo can now begin
preparing to be the leader of
the incoming council. She will
be the only member of the
current council to return.
   While it is a hard decision
for candidates to pull out of
the runoff elections, the ones
who are running behind with
double figures should
consider this option.  The
decision is not taken lightly.
The candidates do have an
obligation to consult with
their supporters, friends,
family, and contributors
before making the final
decision. And in many
occasions, those supporters
want their candidate to
continue in the race.
     Riley has been a valuable
member of the Austin City
Council for several years and
is considered to be open-
minded on most issues. He
will continue to be a valuable
resource as we go forward.
     We will all have to be
patient with the new council
and not expect them to get
off at a rapid speed. There
is a tremendous learning
curve that they will have to
overcome.  Not only will the
council need to go through a
learning process, but the
entire city will have to be
patient as they learn.
     Austin is a city that has a
lot of citizen participation. And
we have a lot of council
regulars who are advocating
for different issues. But in the
words of Aaron Rodgers to his
fans, “Relax”.  It may take a
minute for us to get a handle
on this new system. In the
meantime, we should continue
being involved in selecting the
rest of the council.
     Turn out will be unusually
low, but it is a process that is
necessary to complete before
moving to the next level.
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THE COMMUNIQUÉ

vant will take place.
Called “Are You the Next
Lyrical Genius?,” the event
will showcase 10 talented
individuals who have al-
ready rose to the top of
their genre in rap, poetry,
writing, etc. Celebrity
judges will assess their
skills and determine win-
ners for the event. Orga-
nizer Jason Spence advised
that they plan to hold this
event every year.

“Basically it’s like a
Hip Hop American Idol,” he
stated. Spence also
pointed out that there is
no other genre that is as
widely embraced around

Dates for Carver Museum Holiday Season Activities
the world the way Hip Hop
is embraced.

He said the top
prizes include $1,000, a
recording/mixing session
and others. The
Houstonite said the venue
is what attracted them to
Austin. VIP tickets are $20
and regular admit tickets
are $15 – both include an
Eventbrite fee of about
$2.00. http://
www.eventbrite.com/e/
the-next-lyrical-genius-
show-t ickets - t ickets -
12874250229.

2. On Saturday, No-
vember 15, in the Boyd
Vance Theatre, there will
be a period of Thanksgiv-
ing story time and crafts.

Starting at 1:00pm, visitors
can hear stories centered
around the theme of
thanks and create take-
home crafts that celebrate
the season.

December 5-6
On Friday and Satur-

day, December 5-6 The
Nutcracker: Suite Dreams
performance will take
place at 2:00pm and
7:00pm, also at the Boyd
Vance Theatre. According
to the dance theatre’s
website, this family-fun
event will feature a new
twist with added charac-
ters to accompany Clara.
General admission is $20,
with an additional $15 for
those who wish to partici-

pate in the pre-perfor-
mance wine event an hour
before the Saturday show.
There may be additional
charges of less than $2.00
for the tickets if purchased
through Eventbrite. http:/
/www.eventbrite.com/e/
the-nutcracker-suite-
d r e a m s - t i c k e t s -
13832985833?aff=es2&rank=0.

December 12-13
On Friday and Satur-

day, on the 12th and 13th of
December, the Blue Lapis
Aerial Dance Troupe will
perform at Carver allowing
students to display their
abilities with dancing in
the air. The performance
will take place in the Boyd
Vance Theatre. Tickets are

$15. This group danced
outside a downtown build-
ing last year; providing
those seated in the wintry
cold an aerial show full of
stunning effects and sus-
penseful moments as they
dangled, danced and
rappelled from the top of
the building to the ground
level.

December 16
On Tuesday, Decem-

ber 16, Carver’s Festival of
Trees and Tree of Life an-
nual event kicks off on this
day. Various themed
Christmas trees will grace
the foyer and hallways of
the museum, and then the
talented student musi-
cians that study under

Daphne McDole in the
Keys of Life musical train-
ing will give a recital at
6:00pm.

December 18
On Thursday, De-

cember 18, the annual Sil-
ver Bell Social, a mainstay
of the holiday activities at
the Carver Museum, will
take place in the Boyd
Vance Theatre at 3:00pm.

December 20
On Saturday, Decem-

ber 20, Santa will touch
down at the museum in
time to take pictures with
the children at noon.

December 26
Friday at 2:00pm is

set aside for a Kwanzaa
event at the museum.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

November Writing Month

Emphasizes Novel Writing

By Shirley A. Hammond
Is writing an entire novel in a month a reasonable

goal? Many think it is. Before exploring that  question,
it might be worthwhile to consider what qualifies as a
novel. By definition, a novel is a long narrative that of-
ten shows up in a prose writing style, with fictitious
characters and events that are often told in sequential
order. NaNoWriMo is actually a yearly event that oc-
curs in November. It is designed to put experienced
writers and new/emerging writers together under a
structured community environment and give them a
timeline so that they can all hopefully write a novel
before the month is over. There is also a fund-raising
component that’s geared toward creating the finances
to sponsor several literary projects and initiatives that
take place throughout the year.

This is the main focus - each person is supposed
to get the motivation, inspiration and other resources

to write a novel of about 50,000 words. The creativity
focus of the organization is what makes it so appealing
to many who want to be part of a larger writing com-
munity. There’s a Facebook page for it, there are No-
vember camps and workshops for it, and there is a
young writers arm to it. Libraries offer their Come Write
In programs, which links writers to the type of commu-
nities that they will need to have relationships with when
their novels are done – libraries, bookstores and oth-
ers. Libraries also offer their space for writing endeav-
ors.

Anyone who can write a 50,000 word draft of their
novel during the month join the ranks of serious writ-
ers. While there’s editing, proofreading, re-writing and
various other drafts; by emphasizing that the initial rig-
orous work gets done during the designated month,
NaNoWriMo gives people a push to achieve a goal that
may have been simmering in their hearts or percolat-
ing in their minds for a great length of time.

The Night of Living Dangerously - During this
month, writers have the chance to travel to San Fran-

cisco if they choose to participate in The Night of Liv-
ing Dangerously. The designated date is Sunday, No-
vember 16. The fete takes place from 4:00pm-11:00pm
in the Julia Morgan Ballroom at the Merchants Exchange
Building (15th floor).

Although there is food and drink, the main focus
will be a six hour write-a-thon. More information about
The Night of Living Dangerously can be found at http:/
/nanowrimo.org/writeathon.

The Month-long Commitment - This month-long
commiment will help many to achieve their goals. By
giving a deadline and timeline, the organization behind
this hopes that people can muster up the determina-
tion and excitement to see this through. The official
website offers help with preparation, character devel-
opment, setting, conflict, designating a time for writ-
ing, plot and help with completing more elements that
make up a novel. There are also gift baskets with writ-
ing kits and other goodies, fundraiser prizes, grand
prizes that are all geared to help writers and more spe-
cial features.
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CHURCH & TOWN BULLETIN

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723

Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Site-

stpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.
      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image

The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

DOUBLE

 GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
The materials for JUNK include discarded cabinets,

desk lamps, computer parts, vintage suitcases and
other repurposed objects.Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18

  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Sunday Services

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*

Senator Royce West
pre-files legislation

for 84th Session

Senator Royce West

Early bills focus on
protection from

predatory lending;
criminal justice

DALLAS — State
Senator Royce West (D-
Dallas) filed 12 pieces of
legislation today, the first
day to file bills for the up-
coming 84th session of
the Texas Legislature.

“W ith eight new
members in the Senate,
and a slate of new office-
holders at the statewide
level, it should be an in-
teresting session,” Sena-
tor West concluded. “I look
forward to developing re-
lationships with my new
colleagues and to working
with them for a better
Texas.”

Senate Bill 121 ad-
dresses “payday” lending.
It is modeled from legis-
lation that passed the Sen-
ate in 2013. “We know
that some people lack ac-
cess to traditional sources
of financial lending,” said
Senator West, “but the
practices of some Texas
payday lenders has cre-
ated a cycle of debt from
which many hardworking
Texans cannot escape.
SB121 should help restore

balance to the relationship
between borrowers and
lenders in this area.”

In light of recent
shootings involving law
enforcement and report-
edly unarmed suspects,
numerous cities and police
departments across the
country and here in Texas,
have employed or are ex-
ploring the use of body-
worn camera technology
by officers. However, little
legal or statutory frame-
work for the use of cam-
eras worn by police offic-
ers exists. Senate Bill 158
by Senator West would
create statewide policy
and looks to provide body-
worn cameras for officers
assigned to patrol duties.

Senator West also
prefiled a number of bills
related to criminal justice.
Senate Bill 122 extends
compensation for persons
who were wrongfully con-
victed. Current state law
does not account for per-

sons whose convictions
were overturned prior to
post-conviction DNA legis-
lation passed in 2001.

Senate Bill 124 iden-
tifies in state statute, the
federal prohibition for
knowingly buying firearms
for another person who
cannot legally purchase
guns. The ban on “straw”
gun purchases was upheld
by the U.S. Supreme Court
in June of this year.

Under Senate Bill
126, certain seriously-ill
prison inmates, who be-
cause of their infirmities
are no longer a threat to
society, could be released
from confinement follow-
ing review by the Board of
Pardons and Paroles. This
measure would reduce
expensive medical care
costs that are now paid
entirely by the state.

Senate Bill 128 seeks
to ensure that criminal his-
tory record information
disclosed to the public is
accurate and up-to-date,
and that private entities

selling this information
are held accountable for
the accuracy of the dis-
closed information.

Senator West’s past
work regarding orders of
nondisclosure is furthered
by Senate Bill 130 that
would allow the disposi-
tion of a judicial “set-
aside,” a dismissal, to be
sealed from public disclo-
sure. Senate Bill 131 fol-
lows up with legislation
passed in 2011 that cre-
ated statewide standards
and training for law en-
forcement agencies, court
workers, technicians and
others responsible for the
collection, analysis, stor-
age and retention of bio-
logical (DNA) evidence.

Among the other leg-
islation filed today by
Senator West are bills per-
mitting cities and counties
to set a minimum wage
that is greater than the
federal minimum wage,
and creating a bipartisan
commission to handle con-
gressional redistricting.

Austin, TX - For the past several years the four branches of
the Travis County Tax Office have been open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays. Largely due to the fact that population growth is out-
pacing our space and staffing, the branch office hours must change
to 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. beginning Monday, December 1, 2014. The
half hour at the end of the day will allow staff to serve customers
who arrive at the very end of the day when the doors close. In
addition, staff will have sufficient time to close out for the day
and reconcile their transactions.

Branch office locations:
East Austin – 4705 Heflin Ln, Austin, TX 78721
Southeast Austin – 4011 McKinney Falls Pkwy,
                                   Austin, TX 78744
Pflugerville – 15822 Foothill Farms Loop,
                        Pflugerville, TX 78660
Southwest Austin – 8656 Hwy 71 W, Building B,
                                    Austin, TX 78735
We regret that this change may inconvenience customers

and consider the change a temporary one. The main office lo-
cated at 5501 Airport Boulevard will continue to be open week-
days from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

To provide public comment regarding this change,
customers can call 512-854-9473
or email tax_office@traviscountytx.gov.

Tax Office Branch Hours
Changing December 1

JUNK comes to life
in new feature
exhibit at the

Thinkery
Austin, TX – Opening Nov.15, 2014, the Thinkery

welcomes families to visit its new feature exhibit, JUNK
– a whimsical exploration of waste and recycling pre-
sented in collaboration with guest artist Zach Dorn.

Through donations from the community, Dorn has
created a miniature metropolis from discarded items,
knickknacks and oddities. “I have received some amaz-
ing junk,” said Dorn, detailing his vision that straddles
the extraordinary and the everyday. “Some of it feels
rich with stories and it tells me exactly where it wants
to go.”

On opening day, Dorn will perform an original live-
projection puppet show, It Was the Coldest Year. The
performance will be continuously displayed through-
out the run of the exhibit.

JUNK will also include a variety of hands-on ac-
tivities and special guests to engage visitors as they
learn and demonstrate environmentally responsible
practices.

“We’re so thankful to the Austin community who
donated items to bring JUNK to life,“ said David C.
Smith, interim executive director of the Thinkery. “Chil-
dren and adults alike will be amazed and inspired by
the artistic ‘upcylcing’ creations of Zach Dorn.”

Who:               Thinkery
What:              JUNK exhibit preview
When:             Friday, Nov. 14, 2014, 10:30 am
Where:           1830 Simond Ave,
                        Austin, Texas, 78723

We Want YOU!
Advertise With The

VILLAGER

We Want YOU!
Advertise With The

VILLAGER
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YOUTH BRIGADE
Youth of Today

Hope of Tomorrow Black RegistryBlack RegistryBlack RegistryBlack RegistryBlack Registry

Genesis Stiggers
Elgin Middle School

Sports

In school sports are
not always needed, but
they sure are fun. They
teach kids endurance and
stamina while at the same
time showing them how to
be a good competitor. It is
fun and a great way to show

children different morals
that can be used in every-
day life.

Most deaths in
America are caused by not
exercising properly or eat-
ing a healthy diet. If all the
kids enrolled in school
played sports then their will
probably be more fit kids
which make successful fu-
tures. Sports can help with
many things that can make
children live more bright-
ened futures.

I am a 6th grader so I
can’t join athletics yet so I
am going to try and play bas-
ketball for my cities athlet-
ics team. Sports are a fun
and exciting way to make

exercising fun.

Ira “T.J.” Williams
Ridgeview M. S.

Basketball Tryouts

It’s that time of the
year again! The time when
all  the ballers at
Ridgeview Middle School
tryout for the basketball
team. This past week,
Ridgeview had its 8th
grade basketball tryouts.
The new head basketball
coach, Coach Bradley
Walker, totally changed
the routine of tryouts this
year. Last year, our former
coaches put people on the
team just based on if they
could make a lay-up. This
year, Coach Walker is
pushing us to the limit to

see how badly we want to
be on the team. He is put-
ting us through defensive,
offensive, dribbling, and
shooting drills to see if we
really have the skills to be
on the team.

This year, 68 eighth
graders tried out and only
30 of them will make it.
Thursday afternoon, try-
outs were based on offen-
sive skill and agility. Friday
afternoon, tryouts were
based on defensive skill
and agility. Coach Walker
even made us scrimmage to
see if we had good chemis-
try together. The last day of
tryouts is on Monday, No-
vember 10th and Coach
Walker will most likely
scrimmage us the entire
time to make his final judg-
ment on who will make the
team. Even with the large
number of people trying
out, I like my chances of
making the team this year
because I’ve shown that I
have worked very hard.

Stay tuned for next
week’s issue of Basketball

Tryouts.

Imani Demps
Del Valle High School

This week went good.
I’m still on top of this

project. Everything is com-
ing together and I really
feel like I tried hard on this
project. I can’t wait to see
the final product. I’m doing
it over PETA. I have learned
so much about it. It’s actu-
ally quite interesting, I like
doing this project it opens
my eyes to everything I
knew nothing about. I’m
ready to present this, I feel
like it’s going to come out
really good. I have faith that
I will do good on it and I
hope this week goes as
good as this past week
went. I’m going to try to stay

on top of my grades.

Project Week

Wesley Dickerson
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Playoffs

The Cedar Ridge foot-
ball team is onto the playoffs
for a second straight year af-
ter a rocky season.  Rocky
might be an understatement
to describe the football sea-
son here at Cedar Ridge High
School. To start off the Cedar
Ridge Raider football team
won five straight games, two
of which were district wins.
Sadly the team was stripped
of their first three victories
due to some issues with an
ineligible player. So just to be
clear the Cedar ridge football
team at this point had an of-
ficial record of 2-3 even
though they had actually won
all five games played, but a
district record of 2-0. So after
that initial bump in the road

the Raiders went on to win
their next game against
Pflugerville High School.

The next three games
all ended in loses for the
Raiders, some uglier than
others. This put the Raiders
in an awkward position, they
went from tied for district
champions to fighting for the
last playoff spot in the district.
Now a certain chain of events
had to happen for Cedar
Ridge to reach the playoffs.
For the Raiders to get into the
playoffs Stony Point High
School had to beat
Pflugerville, which they did.
Also the Raiders needed
Rouse High School to loose
to Hendrickson High School,
which they did. Lastly the
Raiders needed to win their
last district game and defeat
the Westwood High School
Warriors, which they did. So
everything that the Raiders
needed to happen did hap-
pen and now they have
reached the playoffs, barely.

Hopefully the Raiders
use their momentum com-
ing off of a win to push them
to victory in the first round
of the playoffs. Although
with the rollercoaster season
that the Raiders have had
there is still much to be de-

termined.

Kiara Myers
Vista Ridge High School

Automatic Admission

Texas has a law that
states that students in the
top 10% of their graduating
class are automatically ad-
mitted to any public Texas
college if they apply. This
system is very beneficial
because students in the top
10% can have a secure ac-
ceptance to a variety of col-
leges, which can limit the
unknown factors when ap-
plying.

This law is effective
for all Texas public colleges
except The University of

Texas at Austin. The auto-
matic acceptance rate for
UT varies from year to year,
but this year you must be in
the top 7% of your class to
be automatically accepted.
UT has this special case be-
cause with the previous
years, they were filling up
too many spots and didn’t
have enough room to admit
equally qualified students
from outside of the top
10%.

An issue with auto-
matic admission can be de-
rived from the differences
in academic competitive-
ness at different schools. A
valedictorian at one school
may not have as high a GPA
as a student in the top 8%
of another school. Despite
this problem, I still believe
the top 10% rule is neces-
sary and gives opportunities
for students at different
high schools with different
resources the ability for col-
legiate success.

Game Over

Our last game was
Thursday we played against
Bowie and the score was
14-0 . We played a good
game this football season .
Hopefully next year we will
be better though . How-
ever, Varsity lost , so so we
won’t be attending paly
offs this year . But now it’s

Aubri Allen-Brent
Del Valle High School

basketball season .
Today teens are at-

tending party’s and they
might recieve peer pres-
sure to drink. Peer pressure
is the influence from mem-
bers of ones peer group .
Some things they might get
pressured into doing are
drinking , smoking , and etc
. You have to say no . some
ways to say no are “no , I’m
not really interested right
now” , or “Im not thirsty” ,
“that’s gonna make me sick”
or simply “I don’t drink” But
sometimes it may be hard .
drinking at a young age is
bad and it may increase the
chances of you getting can-
cer , or drinking to much can
lead to alcohol poisoning
which can kill you! So re-
member drinking at young
age is a NO NO . Untill next

time GO CARDS!

Lanette Demps
Del Valle High School

Spanish Class

I am not doing so good
in Spanish class right now
this is the hardest class i
ever took. I wouldn't say my
Spanish teacher cant teach
but i just don't understand
her way of teaching. I try

really hard to do extra credit
but sometimes i be so tired
and i feel that its extra work.
I honestly don't even wanna
take this class but in order
for me to graduate i have to
take a foreign class for 2
years. This class really
makes my grades go
through the struggle. No-
body in my class understand
what she talks about and
that's what comes out of
everyone's mouth , not just
mines. I don't want to get
my schedule changed be-
cause if i change my class
then i would have too
change my whole schedule.
I like the rest of my classes
its just Spanish i wish i just
didn't have to take it.

Football and Volley-
ball  playoffs begin this
week.

The Athletic Booster
Club will be selling foot-
ball playoff shirts during
lunch on Tuesday and
Thursday.  Navy short
sleeve sells for $15 and
Black long sleeve shirts are
$20.  Cash, Check, and
Credit Cards will be ac-
cepted.  The school store,
the Hawk’s Nest is now
open on Friday’s during
lunch hours. They too will
offer the playoff shirts this
Friday!

The Hawks ended

Kevin Parish
Park Crest M.S.

Alon Rodgers
Hendrickson H. S.

Last Weekend, I had
to spend the night with
my grandparents because
my parents went to a
Zydeco concert. On Satur-
day I helped my grand-
mother all day with this
small little get together

Mother Daughter Tea
for our church called a
Mother Daughter Tea.
When Sunday came I got to
spend some time with my
grandfather after church.
We went to go at eat
Denny’s for breakfast. My
school basketball try-outs
are on Monday I  really
hope I can make A-Team.
Now basketball is not like
football because every-
body that tries out for
football makes the team.
Only 25 people can make
the basketball team. So, to
the people that will try-
out for other schools I
hope you make the team.
Next week I will tell you if
I made the team or not.

Go Pumas.

District play with a 33-28
victory over Rouse as run-
ner up to Round Rock.
They will face the Austin
High Maroons in bi-dis-
trict. By the time you read
this the volleyball bi-dis-
trict will be over but this
year was one of the best
in history.

The Girls Varsity Bas-
ketball team looks awe-
some going into the new
season. Post player
Ashleigh Cooper, point
Kaila Anthony, and 3-point
shooter Karissa Black lead
the team.

Sophomore Daniel
Viegra took 4th place at
the UIL State 6A Cross
Country Meet.

Events this week in-
clude Tuesday:  Playoff
Volleyball vs. Westlake at
Berger Center; Wednes-
day: Senior Celebration
Meeting at 7 pm; Friday:
Playoff Football vs. Austin
@ Round Rock Dragon Sta-
dium 7:30 pm, Girls Bas-
ketball  @ V ista Ridge,
HHS Football  Stadium
Hosts Eastview vs. Bastrop
5A Playoff Game.

Sports Nation
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YOUTH BRIGADE

Montrae Nelson
Riverplace Elementary

Happy Birthday

Hello, I  wanted to
share with everyone that
November 4, 2014 was the
birthday of my younger
brother Marquis. He
turned nine years old and
he was very excited! That
morning when he woke up
all of us told him happy
birthday! At school his
class and the music
teacher sang happy birth-
day to him. Since his birth-
day was on a school day
we took him out to cel-
ebrate on Saturday. Mar-
quis wanted to go to
Chipotle to eat and to Toys
R US.

When Saturday came

we all got dressed and Mar-
quis and I went to get our
friend Cameron who lives
next door. We were all so
excited! Everyone knows
that Chipotle is my favorite
place to eat so I was really
happy my brother chose to
eat there. We ate, talked
and laughed and went to
get ice cream when were
finished. Next we went to
Toys R Us and all of us picked
out  a toy and of course Mar-
quis was able to get more
toys but it was his special
day. After we left the toy
store we went to meet my
mom's friend, Mrs. Ola Mae,
who made Marquis a home-
made chocolate cake.

Once we made it back
home my parents lit the
candles on Marquis's cake
and we all sang happy birth-
day to him. He blew out all
of his candles and was so
happy. The cake was so
good! After that we went
outside to play with our
friend Cameron and that
was the end of my brothers
special day. I love my
brother and I am so glad I
was able to be with him and
my family for his birthday!

Faith & Elections

Whitney Brown
S. F. Austin H. S.

January 19th, 2015 will
be my sixteenth birthday.
January 24th, 2015 I plan to
have a purity ceremony. This
is very important to me be-
cause I believe our current
generation has lost the true
meaning of the Christian
faith. Yesterday, my pastor
said something that really
stuck with me. “People try to
revise the bible”, they “try to
change the meaning of the
text”. God has a specific set
of instructions on how we
should live our lives. I think
that as we live in the prac-
tices of the world, it is easy
to see the word as what we
want it to be verses what it
truly is.

For my sixteenth birth-
day I would like to ceremo-
niously make a vow to God,
the creator of all, that I will
follow his word and that I
believe in him and under-
stand his instructions clearly
and I am willing to learn
more. This ceremony is im-
portant to me because it al-
lows me to show others what

I believe in a glorious way.
 This week’s past elections
have surprised me. I did not
know run-off elections were
so common. I am also disap-
pointed that the Democratic
Party did not win the national
spots therefore the Presi-
dent will continue to have a
hard time to make a great
change in our society. I do not
know much about the politi-
cal system but I do under-
stand the concepts of
change. I know when every-
one is on the same page and
have a common goal they
will work more efficiently to
that common goal.

I believe that God al-
ways has a plan so the out-
comes of the election were
meant to be. I was also ex-
cited to see so many people I
saw at the polls on Nov. 4th at
the Carver Branch Library. It
was raining and storming that
night but the lines kept mov-
ing along. I was proud to see
that the obstacles people in
the past went through to give
us the right to vote were used
to the best of many people’s
ability. Though there was a
great amount of room to im-
prove. Congratulations to
the Austin High Mighty Ma-
roons Football Team for mak-
ing it to play-offs! Great Job
guys and keep it up! “For God
so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. (John

3:16)

Thanksgiving Thoughts

Guess what !! Thanks-
giving is right around the
corner on November 27 on
a thursday. I cant wait be-
cause this is the national
holiday where i get to eat
my little heart out. YaY!!
During my free time I
reasearched the first

Thanksgiving  and I found
that the first Thanksgiving
was celebrated on the au-
tumn of 1621 by the English
Colonist and the
Wampanoag nation in the
colonies. Some of the foods
they ate were turkey, bass,
cod, corn and more.

My family and I are
going to my Aunts house
and eat until we cant eat
anymore and play different
games like spades, domi-
noes and slap jack. Thanks-
giving is the day to give
thanks to  god for all the
things that he has done for
you and how he has layed
favor on your life and many
things he has done for your
life. So I hope that you and
your have a peace, happy,
blessed and great Thanks-
giving

Zachariah Washington
Cedars Academy

Senior's Night

Last week ended the
football season for the Del
Valle Cardinals and for

Jaylon Knighten
Del Valle High School

Marching Band.  All se-
niors that played on the
Football  team, in the
Marching Band, Cheer-
leaders, and Belles were
recognized at the game on
Friday Night as we cel-
ebrated senior ’s night.
The Cardinals played
against the Bowie Bull-
dogs. Freshman tied 21-21
on Wednesday while the
JV played on Thursday and
lost 14-0.  Our Varsity team
fought hard and lost 54-14.

We did well this year
and next year the Del Valle
Cardinals will be coming
bigger and stronger to
beat Westlake, Bowie and

Lake Travis.

On Saturday Novem-
ber 8, 2014, Capital City
Bearcats Junior team  de-
feated SAO Black 37-0. I was
so excited for this win be-
cause it only meant one

Trenton Leary
Hornsby Dunlap Elem.

thing, and that was we were
on our way to the champi-
onship.

The Championship
game will be held Saturday
November 15, 2014 in Hutto,
where we will be playing
against Kyle White. I am
hoping that we can defeat
this team and remain unde-
feated all season. Either
way we made this far and I
am grateful.

November 22, 2014
CCB will having their annual
banquet, that will be held
at St. Micheal School.  Until
next time be safe and have
a bless week.

We Made It

De’Ja Hill
Lamar Middle School

Concerts Anyone?

Hello Readers,
In my guitar class, we

are getting prepared for our
concert.  Our concert will be
on November 18, 2014 at
7:00 p.m.  We will have our
concert at the St. John’s
Church across the street
from Lamar Middle School,
which is different because
most of our concerts are
held at our school.

Time seems to be fly-
ing by, in my dance class we
are learning choreography

for our fall concert.  That
concert will be on Decem-
ber 3, 2014 from 7:00-8:30
p.m. and it will be held in
our school cafeteria.  We
will have a few rehearsals
before the concert, one of
which will be a full dress
rehearsal.  Because I have
advanced to intermediate
dance, it is mandatory that
I perform in the concert.  I
am a little nervous because
our dance routine is more
difficult than the beginners
dance class.

That is about all the
eventful things that hap-
pened at school this week.
This weekend, after I prac-
ticed on my guitar and prac-
ticed my dance routine I did
not do too much of anything
except lay around the
house.  Next week will be a
short week for school be-
cause we are out of school
for Veteran’s Day and I am
looking forward to that.

Until next time.

Perfect Art Studio

I love art very much.  I
often imagine that I have
my own art studio.  My stu-
dio would be a place that I
could go to get inspired.  It
would also be a place where
I can go for peace.

Malakhi Washington
Cedars Int’l Academy

I imagine that it has
close to one hundred draw-
ings from different artist
and myself.  It would also be
a place where I could put my
favorite things like a televi-
sion, a refrigerator and sev-
eral books and favorite
magazines.

When I go into my spe-
cial place, my art studio, I
get all kind of ideas for
drawings and paintings that
I can create and sell to
people.  I want to have my
own business and be very
successful.

This would be a dream
come true because I have
wanted an art studio since I
was a little boy!

Leadership

It  is important to
have leadership qualities
in your l ife.  You never
know what at you might
need it for or when, where
and why but it is a quality
that is often stressed.  This
year I had the honor of
being the captain of the
volleyball team where I
help to lead my team to
district champs. It was im-
portant for me to stay posi-
tive and encouraging oth-
ers even in times when I
was feeling frustrated.
The young players and un-
derclassmen would look to

Hannah Robertson
Connally High School

us and watch how we re-
sponded to the coaches,
referees and even to each
other.  There were times
on the bus, after a road
game, when I would have
to lead the younger play-
ers to understand they
still needed to get their
homework done for that
night, even if they had to
do it on a crowded noisy
bus.

Leadership did not
come overnight; it took a
lot of examples in my
home and everyday life.
Leadership did not come
easy; sometimes I wanted
to just worry about myself
and forget about every-
one else.  But leadership
demands you to be con-
cern about the needs of
others.  Leadership is a
quality that everyone
need in their l ives, be-
cause there is always
someone; a little brother
or sister, an underclass-
man, a kid in the neighbor-
hood, or even a younger
person in your church who

is looking up to you.

Babies Are Not Easy

This week in my skills
for living class, we took
home a baby that is life-
like.  This is used to show
us how hard it is to take
care of a baby.  I was not
able to pick up my baby
until after school and my
football coach had to write
a note to my skills for liv-
ing teacher to let her
know I would not be able
to start taking care of the
baby until after football
practice was over.

I  am sure I  men-
tioned previously that the
baby has a key in its back
that is supposed to be
used when it cries a lot.  I
walked home with baby in
arm and all was fine until
we got to the house.  My
baby began to cry as soon

Aaron Williams
Kealing M.S.

as I got home, when I could
not get him to be quiet
without using the key I
turned the key to quiet the
baby.  The baby stayed
quiet for about five hours,
when it was time for me
to go to sleep everything
was fine.  At about one
o’clock in the morning the
baby started crying, I used
the key and the crying
stopped.  At three o’clock
in the morning, he began
to cry then again at five
o’clock in the morning;
both times, I used the key
to quiet the baby.  When I
woke up at five I was not
able to go back to sleep
and it felt as if I had been
up all night.  As soon as I
got to school that morning
I gave the baby back to my
skills for living teacher.  I
know taking care of a baby
is not something I want to
do anytime soon.

I know I told you all
about our football team
winning the championship
in our zone that led us to
play in the playoffs.  We
played Bailey Middle
School and we lost the
game.  We will play Garcia
Middle School next and if
we win, we will  place
third.

Wish us luck.

Elections

This past week was
Election Day for pretty
much everything. Election
Day is very important be-
cause citizens get to vote
on who will represent our
city, state or the country.
Voting is the right of ev-
ery American Citizen over

the age of 18.
If you don’t vote it

means that you really
don’t care about our coun-
try. Voting is a way to show
that you are concern about
what is happening and
want to voice your opin-
ion.  If you do vote you
have a voice in this coun-
try.  This year the election
was big in Texas because
of the people wanting to
be the next Governor.  The
two candidates were Greg
Abbott and Wendy Davis.

They had a really
close race for governor
and Greg Abbott won.
When another Election
Day comes, make sure you
vote for the next big elec-
tion.  I’m not 18 yet, but
when I turn 18, I plan on
exercising my right to

vote.

Sarah Robertson
Athlos Leadership Acad.
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Delia

Garza,
the First
Latina
Elected

to Austin
City

Council

On November 2014, the first Latina was elected to the Austin City Council.
Delia Garza ran in District 2 which is located in South and South East Austin. More-
over, it consists of areas such as Del Valle and Dove Springs. Delia Garza won with
65% of the vote; despite the fact that there were numerous candidates running in
that district. In other words, she won with a mandate, but most of all, reached out to
those who didn’t vote for her. However, her strongest opponent was Edward Reyes
who was a long time community leader in the Dove Spring area. According to Delia
Garza, she will fight to “keep Austin affordable, alleviate traffic congestion and
improve access to public transit.

First of all Delia Garza was one of the first Mexican-American female firefighters
in the Austin Fire Department. Delia spent her career at Fire Station 17 which served
the South Austin community. As a cadet, Delia lived in Dove Springs and later brought
her home in her responding territory of the Sweetbriar neighborhood. After 6 years
of service, Delia Garza left to pursue a law degree. While she was running for Aus-
tin City Council District 2, she decided to quit her job as an assistant Attorney Gen-
eral.

Now that she has been elected, she will focus on fighting for the families of
Austin District 2. According to Delia Garza, she will fight to “keep Austin affordable,
alleviate traffic congestion and improve access to public transit. Moreover, Delia
Garza has certain issues that she would like to fight, such as Collaborating with
AISD to provide quality education and opportunities for Austin children; Protecting
our environment and securing our water supply; Equitable economic development
that provides jobs with living wages, safety protections and good beneûts.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon Delia Garza

Pressley Makes the Runoff

After all the votes
came in, PHD Laura
Pressley had made it into
the runoff with Greg
Casar. PHD Laura
Pressley is running in
Austin District 4 which
consists of areas such as
Rutland, Rundberg, and
Kramer Lane. Moreover,
Austin District 4 is one of
the most diverse districts
in Austin. For instance,
one can find a variety of
ethnic grocery stores
with Middle Eastern, Af-
rican, and Asian food
stocks. In addition, Dis-
trict 4 faces numerous
issues such as crime,
lack of economic devel-

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

(Left to Right) Sam Osemene, Laura Pressley, Phillipe and John.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

opment and congestion.
Despite these issues,
District 4 is one of the
few districts that have af-
fordable houses.

Now that the two
will face off in the De-
cember runoff election,
PHD Laura Pressley has
already started her
ground game. She re-
cently got endorsed by
Sam Osemene who un-
successfully ran for Dis-
trict 1. Mr. Osemene who
owns a grocery store in
District 4 stated, “We
must elect Laura Pressley
to the City Hall. She is
qualified, knowledge-
able, educated, ap-
proachable, a good lis-
tener, and a bridge
builder unlike the other

opponent. The opponent
is a remote controlled
politician with too many
channels. We cannot af-
ford the risk of electing
inexperienced youth in
District 4. We cannot af-
ford another on- the- job
training City Council mem-
ber. Laura Pressley is the
real deal.”

According to Laura
Pressley, there are numer-
ous issues, which, causes
her to stand apart from her
opponent Greg Casar. Ac-
cording to PHD Laura
Pressley, one of the ma-
jor distinctions between
her and Greg is the resi-
dency aspect. For instance
PHD Laura Pressley men-
tioned. “I have been a
resident of Austin for over

26 years, while Greg has
only lived in Austin for 2.5

years.” Finally, she will
continue to highlight the

differences between Greg
and herself.

On Election night, Ora Houston garnered 49%
of the vote; therefore, did not make the 50% thresh-
old to starve off a primary. In the crowded field of 6
other candidates, Dewayne Lofton managed to
squeeze enough vote to earn a spot in a runoff with
Ora Houston. Both of these candidates of African
American descent are running in District 1, which, is
considered to be an African American opportunity

Houston vs. Lofton
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

district. District 1 includes areas such as Northeast, East,
and parts of Central Austin. Over the years, District 1
has dealt with gentrification which has changed the
area.

Moreover, the two candidates are running on dif-
ferent issues. Ora Houston is running on the following
such as high property taxes; jobs and employment;
transportation/congestion; and workforce housing. Ac-
cording to Ora Houston, the city can lower property
taxes by collaborating with the Travis County delega-
tions to close loopholes in state regulations and the
growth of industry should pay its fair share in taxes.

Ora Houston has been very active within the com-
munity for numerous years. She has served as a mem-
ber of the Citizen Advisory Task Force of the Imagine
Austin Comprehensive Plan and a member of the col-
laborative council of the Travis County Model Court for
Children and Families. In addition, she served as the
vice chair of the Upper Boggy Creek Neighborhood Plan-
ning Team.

On the other hand, Dewayne Lofton issues in-
clude transportation, affordability housing, infra-
structures, and economic development. According to

Dewayne Lofton, “We must start looking at all trans-
portation models, including creating more live-work-
play communities, shared lanes, bike lanes and rail. In
terms of jobs, Lofton believes that “We must work with
the chambers to attract major employers to the dis-
trict who can provide high paying, low skilled jobs.
We all know that economic prosperity improves com-
munities.”

Dewayne LoftonOra Houston

A Veterans Day Message by Senator Judith Zaffirini
In war, there are no unwounded soldiers.

These poignant words by José Narosky help us understand
the tremendous sacrifices made by our country’s military vet-
erans. These men and women should be foremost in our
minds this Veterans Day. Today’s holiday began in 1919 as
Armistice Day, which marked the anniversary of the end of
World War I, and was expanded in 1954 to honor all veterans.
Texas is home to more than 1.5 million veterans from all walks
of life. These brave Americans risk their lives and spend long
periods away from their families to protect the freedoms we
cherish. Their courage and patriotism are an inspiring testa-
ment to our national character. Narosky’s beautiful words
should underscore the importance of supporting our veter-
ans, including by ensuring they have access to education,
housing, jobs, and health care. Accordingly, it always is my
pleasure to champion their needs in the Texas Senate. My
prayer is that all Texans thank veterans for their service and
honor them not only today, but every day.  May God bless our
veterans, and God bless Texas!

SENATOR JUDITH ZAFFIRINI joins Senate District 21 veterans in celebrating
"Take a Vet to School Day." She champions the needs of all Texas veterans.

Honoring Veterans Every Day
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CLASSIFIEDS ~ PUBLIC INFORMATION

City of Austin
Purchasing Office

EMPLOYMENT / PROPOSALS
PUBLIC

INFORMATION
FOR SALE / FOR RENT / BIDS

MISCELLANEOUS
We want

YOU!
Advertise
With The

VILLAGER

The City of Austin Purchasing Office invites
you to view current bid solicitations at https://
www.c i . au s t i n . t x . u s / f i nanceon l ine /
vendor_connection/solicitation/solicitations.cfm.
Vendors are encouraged to register on-line in the
City’s Vendor Self Service System. Once your
company is registered, you will receive notifica-
tions about new bid opportunities.  For addi-
tional information regarding current bid opportu-
nities or Vendor Registration, please call the Pur-
chasing Office at 512-974-2500.

For information on the City of Austin’s Mi-
nority Owned and Women-Owned Procurement
Program and the certification process, please
contact the Small & Minority Business Resources
Department at 512-974-7600 or visit their website
at http://www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

 

Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

 City of Austin Featured Job
Opportunities

The City of Austin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please visit the City of Austin employment
website at www.austincityjobs.org to view

requirements and apply for these and other job
opportunities. We encourage you to check the

employment website
often as new job opportunities

are posted daily.
If you have any questions or need assistance,

please call 512-974-3210 or email us at
employment.services@austintexas.gov.

 The City of Austin is currently seeking
qualified applicants for the following
positions:
• Park Ranger I (2 Openings)
• Animal Health Technician
• Public Information & Marketing Corporate
Manager
• Building & Grounds Lead
• Administrative Assistant
• Dispatcher Technician- Temporary
• Building & Grounds
• Drainage Ops & Maint III
• Traffic Signal Technician
• Engineer A
• Administrative Specialist

Improved quality of Medicare plans and
steady premiums are great news as
Open Enrollment begins

By Marilyn Tavenner, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Administrator

Fall is a wonderful
time of year. Changing
leaves. Cooler weather. It’s
also the season for people
with Medicare to review
their current Medicare cov-
erage, as Medicare Open
Enrollment begins.

As we prepare for
Medicare Open Enroll-
ment, which began on Oc-
tober 15 and ends on De-
cember 7, Medicare wants
everyone to know that
quality continues to im-
prove both in Medicare
Advantage and in the Part
D Prescription Drug Pro-
gram.

Each year, plan costs
and coverage can change.
During open enrollment,
seniors and people with
disabilities across the
country have the opportu-
nity to review their current
Medicare coverage and
see if they want to make
any changes for the next
year. It’s important for
people with Medicare to
take the time to make sure
their current situation still
meets their health care
needs best.

To help people
choose a plan, Medicare
calculates plan “star rat-
ings” for Medicare health

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of Roger I. Gaby,
Deceased, were granted on the 6th day of November, 2014, pending in Cause No. C-1-PB-14-

001898 in the Probate Court No. 1 of Travis County, Texas, to:
Linda L. Gaby,

Independent Executor.
Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the Independent Executor of the Estate

addressed as follows:
Linda L. Gaby,

Independent Executor,
Estate of Roger I. Gaby, Deceased,

c/o Barnes Lipscomb Stewart & Ott PLLC,
Attn:  John R. Ott,

2901-D Bee Caves Road,
Austin, Texas 78746.

All persons having claims against the Estate which is currently being administered are required
to present them within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED this 6th day of November, 2014.
Linda L. Gaby, Independent Executor of the Estate of Roger I. Gaby, Deceased

    By:/s/ John R. Ott
John R. Ott

2901-D Bee Caves Road
Austin, Texas 78746

(512) 328-8355
FAX: (512) 328-8413

Attorneys for the Independent Executor

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
HAVING CLAIMS AGAINST THE ESTATE OF

ROGER I. GABY, DECEASED

New Jobs for the
 Week of 11/09/2014

Supervisor, Heating
Ventilation & Air-

Conditioning
Service Center

Monday-Friday,
7:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

$3,858-$4,823/Monthly
Job# 1411003

Specialist, Advising/Student
Services

Highland Campus
Monday-Friday,

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Extended hours on

Monday, 10:00 a.m.-7:00.
Some Saturdays

$2,879-$3,599/Monthly
Job# 1411002
Designer, Web

Highland Business Center
Monday-Friday,

 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
$3,333-$4,166/Monthly

Job# 1410053

and prescription drug
plans. Each plan gets a
number of stars on a scale
of 1 to 5—with 5 being the
best—based on quality
and performance. These
ratings are designed to
help people with Medi-
care, their families, and
caregivers compare plans,
in addition to information
on their premiums and
benefits.

This year, people
with Medicare who choose
to enroll in a Medicare
health or prescription drug
plan will have access to
more high-rated, four- and
five-star plans than ever
before. Approximately 60
percent of Medicare Ad-
vantage enrollees are in a
Medicare Advantage Plan
earning four or more stars
in 2015, compared to an
estimated 17 percent back
in 2009. Likewise, about 53
percent of Part D enrollees
are currently enrolled in
stand-alone prescription
drug plans with four or
more stars for 2015, com-
pared to just 16 percent in
2009.  Since the passage
of the Affordable Care
Act, enrollment in Medi-
care Advantage will in-
crease to 42 percent to an

all- time high of over 16
million and Medicare Ad-
vantage premiums will
have decreased by 6 per-
cent.

For people with Medi-
care, this is good news in
how they receive care.
Plans that are higher rated
deliver a high-level of
care, such as improving
the coordination of care,
managing diabetes or
other chronic conditions
more efficiently, screening
for and preventing ill-
nesses, making sure
people get much-needed
prescription drugs, or get-
ting appointments and
care quickly. A high rating
also means these plans
give better customer ser-
vice, with fewer com-
plaints or long waits for
care.

If you have Medicare
and need assistance, you
can visit Medicare.gov, call
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-
633-4227), or contact your
State Health Insurance
Assistance Program
(SHIP). You should have
received the 2015 “Medi-
care & You” Handbook and
important notices from
your current plan, Medi-
care, or Social Security

about changes to your cov-
erage. If you’re satisfied
with your current cover-
age, there’s nothing you
need to do.

Better quality in
Medicare health and pre-
scription drug plans isn’t
the only good news for
people with Medicare. For
most seniors who have
Original Medicare, the
2015 Part B premium will
stay unchanged for a sec-
ond consecutive year at
$104.90.  This means more
of seniors’ retirement in-
come and any increase in
Social Security benefits
will stay in their pockets.
The Part B deductible will
stay the same as well.

Medicare is working
hard to make sure this
good news continues so
that seniors and people
with disabilities will con-
tinue to get the health care
coverage they deserve.

Breakthrough
Austin receives

$1.6 million
scholarship fund
for its students to
enroll in college
STEM programs

From bottom left to right: Diana Lowe, member of
Breakthrough Austin’s board of directors; Gregg Lowe,
president and CEO of Freescale; Vince Young, UT football
legend; Gail Suscholtz, Breakthrough Austin donor and
supporter; Rodney Suscholtz, Director of The Contempo-
rary Austin Museum; and Michael Griffith, executive di-
rector of Breakthrough Austin at the Beat the Odds ben-
efit last Wednesday where the scholarship fund was an-
nounced.

AUSTIN, TX – Break-
through Austin, a local non-
profit creating first-genera-
tion college graduates, an-
nounced a $1.6 million
scholarship fund at its Beat
the Odds benefit on
Wednesday.

The scholarship fund
will enable Breakthrough’s
high school students to par-
ticipate in science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math-
ematics (STEM) programs at
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology—an Indiana-
based college ranked as the
nation’s best undergradu-
ate engineering program by
U.S. News & World Report’s
College Guide for 16 con-
secutive years. The fund
was established through a
generous donation from
Gregg and Diana Lowe.

Each year, the scholar-
ship fund will provide one
Breakthrough student (who
gains admission to Rose-
Hulman) with a four-year
scholarship covering tuition
and on-campus residence
expenses as well as a sum-
mer internship at Austin-
based technology company
Freescale Semiconductor
after his or her sophomore
year at Rose-Hulman.

In addition, the annual
scholarship fund will allow
two Breakthrough students
to participate in Rose-
Hulman’s two-week STEM
exploratory summer pro-
gram.

“We are proud to part-
ner with the prestigious

Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology and profoundly
grateful to the Lowe’s for
their investment in the fu-
ture of our students. As
Breakthrough Austin con-
tinues to grow and serve
more students at a rapid
pace, it is all the more criti-
cal to work in partnership
with visionary philanthro-
pists like Diana and Gregg.
Together, we can help stu-
dents create their own edu-
cation legacy and break the
cycle of poverty for genera-
tions to come,” says Michael
Griffith, executive director
of Breakthrough Austin.

Gregg Lowe is the presi-
dent and CEO of Freescale
and alumni and trustee of
Rose-Hulman. His wife,
Diana Lowe is a member of
Breakthrough Austin’s board
of directors and supporter of

many community education
initiatives.

Diana Lowe says:
“Gregg and I are honored to
partner with Breakthrough
Austin and Rose-Hulman to
bring this opportunity to
deserving young students.”

Freescale is also a part-
ner in Breakthrough’s Sum-
mer 9th grade STEM Acad-
emy and hosts the annual
Freescale Cup competition
for Breakthrough students.

University of Texas
football legend Vince
Young celebrates the an-
nouncement of Break-
through Austin’s $1.6 mil-
lion scholarship fund with
students who, like Vince
himself, will be the first in
their families to graduate
from college, at
Breakthrough’s Beat the
Odds benefit.
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of Republican terri-
tory, through the heart of
the South. Belcher added
that the midterm elector-
ate also tends to be older
and less diverse, voters
that tend not to be very
favorable towards Demo-
crats.

“There was a lot of
conversation going into this
election about how wildly
unpopular the president is
and that was the narrative
that the Republicans ran
with and the media actually
helped them run with it,”
said Belcher.

On Election Day,
roughly 40 percent of
Americans approved of the
job the president was do-
ing, according to a recent
Gallup poll. In Iowa, Kansas
and Arkansas, where Demo-
cratic candidates were
soundly defeated, the
president’s approval rating
was below 40 percent.

“If the president’s job
approval was 51, 52, 53
percent, that would mean
absolutely nothing in Ken-
tucky or a lot of these sol-
idly red states where
you’re not going to see a
lot of enthusiasm for a
Democratic candidate,”
said Belcher.

Belcher suggested
that the Democrats have a
White voter problem.

“Democrats haven’t
won White voters since
[President Lyndon
Johnson] signed the civil

Democrats
Got their

[Butt]
Whipped
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

rights legislation, said
Belcher. “You would think
that because we’re post-
racial now, we’d been win-
ning more White voters,
but the truth of the matter
is we’re winning less.”

Minority voting, as a
proportion of the elector-
ate, actually increased
during the 2014 midterm
elections compared to
2010 midterms, Belcher
said. Those gains were
driven largely by Black
voter turnout.

According to the Pew
Research Center ’s His-
panic Trends Project, a
group that provides public
opinion surveys on Latino
views on social economic
and cultural issues, His-
panics accounted for 8
percent of midterm voters,
the same share they gar-
nered in 2006 and 2010.
The share of Black voters
has increased steadily
from 10 percent in 2006 to
11 percent in 2010 and 12
percent in 2014.

Meanwhile the share
of White voters in the elec-
torate continues to de-
cline, down from 79 per-
cent in 2006 to 75 percent
in 2014.

The Pew Research
Center found that 89 per-
cent of Black voters sup-
ported Democratic candi-
dates. Meanwhile, Whites
voted for Republican candi-
dates 60 percent of the time.

“Democrats really
pushed women’s equity
issues, but [President
Obama] is scary and when
you tell me you’re a
‘Clinton Democrat’ and
you’re parsing it up like
that, we Southerners know
what that means,” said
Belcher. “As much as they
tried to run from it, that’s
what they couldn’t es-

cape.”
Many Democratic

candidates chose to run
from President Obama’s
record on economic recov-
ery, positive labor market
growth, and the Afford-
able Care Act that has pro-
vided millions of Ameri-

cans with health insurance
who were previously not
covered. President Obama
also kept his promise to
bring American troops
home and end decade-
long wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

“Should Democrats
have let President Obama out
on the campaign trail more?
Absolutely, they should have,”
said Belcher. “He had some-
thing to run on.”

 Dianne
Pinderhughes, a political
science professor at the
University Notre Dame in
South Bend, Ind., said that
there’s still some portion
of the population still has
a great deal of difficulty
dealing with the fact that
there is an African Ameri-
can president.

“It adds stigma to any
action that he takes,” said
Pinderhughes. “People
can’t accept the fact that
anything that he’s done has
anything good associated
with it.”

They can’t process
information, added
Pinderhughes, because
race blinds them.

“The blame for what

happened during the mid-
terms cannot be laid at the
feet of minority voters,”
said Belcher.

 Andra Gillespie
agreed.

Gillespie, the interim
chair of the Department of
African American Studies
at Emory University, At-
lanta, Ga., and co-author
of a report on Black voter
turnout for the Joint Cen-
ter for Political and Eco-
nomic Studies, a nonparti-
san think tank focused on
racial equity, said that
there were a few places
where the Black voter
turnout as a share of the
overall electorate either
declined or stayed the
same.

“But in many places,”
Gillespie said, “the Black
share of the electorate in-
creased and the White
share of the electorate
decreased. Democrats still
lost and they didn’t lose
because Blacks didn’t turn
out and vote for them.”

Gillespie added: “It’s
just that, numerically
speaking, it takes more
than Black votes for
Democrats to be able to
win.”

Lorenzo Morris, a po-
litical science professor at
Howard University in
Washington, D.C., said
that the midterm elections
ushered in a dramatic
change in the distribution

of power on Capitol Hill.
“But it’s not a dra-

matic change of what they
will do on Capitol Hill,
which is probably very
little,” said Morris.

Gillespie said that
President Obama would
have to compromise now,
because bills that once
passed the House of Rep-
resentatives and stalled in
the Senate will get through
Congress.

Pinderhughes said
that the president is going
to have to do a lot of stra-
tegic planning in order to
figure out how to get
things through Congress.
That includes his nomina-
tion of

United States Attor-
ney Loretta Lynch of the
Eastern District of New
York. Lynch to replace At-
torney General Eric Holder.
If confirmed, she would
become the first Black
woman to lead the Justice
Department.

Senator Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.), who is
the presumptive majority
leader of the Senate in the
next term, said that
Lynch’s nomination hear-
ings should begin in 2015
with the new Congress.

As the Democrats
gear up for the 2016 elec-
tions, Mary Frances Berry,
a history professor at the
University of Pennsylvania
and the chair of the U.S.
Civil Rights Commission
under President Bill
Clinton, said that the voter
suppression efforts are not
enough to persuade Blacks
and other minorities to turn
out and vote for Demo-
cratic candidates any-
more.

“It’s not going to be
enough for Hillary run and
say, ‘All the Black people

Dianne Pinderhughes

Andra Gillespie

should vote for me, be-
cause I’m a Democrat and
because Obama’s not on
the ticket now, so you
should vote for me,” said
Berry. “I don’t think it’s
going to be enough.”

Berry said that the
Democrats need to act
earlier and more aggres-
sively to gain the support
of young Black voters, pos-
sibly targeting the group
with a jobs program. The
Labor Department can set
up model programs using
discretionary funds and
start pilot programs in cer-
tain areas targeting high
unemployment areas,
Berry explained.

“Then [President
Obama] could ask Con-
gress for an expanded pro-
gram and people would be
able to talk about what the
party is doing,” said Berry.

Wade Henderson,
chairman and CEO of the
Leadership Conference on
Civil and Human Rights, a
coalition of more than 200
civil and human rights
groups, said that the in-
terests that Blacks es-
pouse are not partisan in-
terests, they are national
interests.

“We want better
schools and opportunities
that education provides,
we want an economy that
is responsive to interests
and needs of our people
and we want opportunities
for growth and develop-
ment that can only occur,
if we are fully enrolled in
the economy of the day,”
said Henderson.

He added: “We’ve
got to do our best to make
sure that, whoever is in
power, that we are signal-
ing that we are here to
deal. And that’s just the
way it is.”

COLLECTED PRÉCIS

Perry, Lt. Governor
David Dewhurst and House
Speaker Joe Straus made the
announcement about this
program together.

By all indications, the
initiative has plenty of sta-
tistics to support it. Schol-
arly articles that detail the
mental problem faced by
returning military personnel
range from PTSD (post-trau-
matic stress disorder), ad-
justment disturbances,
anxiety issues, alcoholism,
substance use, depression,
suicide and other mental
health problems. In addi-
tion, several cohort studies
of veterans who returned
after serving in the Gulf War
point to a large population
who suffer from the mental
ravages (stress and trauma,

 35% of
Veterans
returning
from the

Afghanistan
or Iraq

war-zone
received
mental

health care
diagnoses

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for example) of the war. One
key aspect that crops up
with many studies, VA re-
ports and other sources is
that these mental troubles
end up affecting the physi-
cal well-being, quality of life
and lifespan (mortality) of
the veterans in the long-run.
PTSD cropped up in 21.5%
of study participants in one
study.

According to a study
detailed in a September 29,
2009 report in the Journal
of General Internal Medi-
cine, 35% of Veterans re-
turning from the Afghani-
stan or Iraq war-zone re-
ceived mental health care
diagnoses.

Even the Veterans
Administration initiated a
study into this area with

their Veterans Health Ini-
tiative, which targeted sev-
eral categories of concern,
including PTSD.  This study
resulted in a study guide
for medical providers.

It’s generally known
that veterans bear the con-
sequences of war. With
this initiative, those in the
Lone Start State may be in
for a new ally in support
of their mental health care
needs.

Employment Outlook for
Black Males Improving

By Freddie Allen
NNPA Senior Washington Correspondent

W A S H I N G T O N
(NNPA) — Last month’s
Black unemployment rate
(10.9 percent) was more
than twice the White un-
employment rate (4.8 per-
cent), but when it comes
to key measures in the la-
bor market, Blacks and
Latinos have experienced
greater gains than Whites
over the past year, accord-
ing to a recent report by
the Economic Policy Insti-
tute (EPI).

Valerie Wilson, the
director of the Program on
Race, Ethnicity, and the
Economy at EPI, a nonpar-
tisan think tank working to
improve economic condi-
tions for low- and middle-
income families, said that

not only have the unem-
ployment rates for people
of color declined faster
than the jobless rate for
Whites over the last year,
the labor force participa-
tion, the measure of
people that have jobs or
currently looking for work,
has also increased, pulling
more people into the labor
market.

Wilson said that an
examination of the em-
ployment-population ratio,
the share of the popula-
tion of people that have a
job, those numbers have
also increased more for
Blacks and Latinos than
the employment-popula-
tion ratio for Whites.

“That shows that
strong job growth matters

when we talk about im-
proving employment out-
comes for people of color,”
said Wilson. “It would be
especially beneficial for
these groups if the
economy continues to pro-
ceed on this path.”

According to the lat-
est jobs report from the
Labor Department, the
economy added 214,000
jobs in October and is av-
eraging of 229,000 added
per month this year.  The
national unemployment
rate edged down to 5.8
percent in October.

The unemployment

rate for Black men over 20
years-old decreased from
11 percent in September to
10.7 percent in October
and the jobless rate for
White men fell from 4.4
percent to 4.2 percent.

The jobless rate for
Black women ticked down
0.2 points, from 9.6 per-
cent in September to 9.4
percent in October and the
unemployment rate for
White women also de-
clined 0.2 points, from 4.8
percent to 4.6 percent
over the same period.

However, since Octo-
ber 2013, the labor force

participation rate for Black
men has increased signifi-
cantly compared to White
men. The participation
rate for Black men in-
creased by 1.1 percent,
while White men saw their
participation in the labor
force shrink by 0.3 per-
cent.

“The African Ameri-
can unemployment rate
was lowest in Virginia (8.2
percent) and highest in
Nevada (16.8 percent) and
Michigan (16.7 percent),”
wrote Wilson in a post for
EPI’s website. “By way of
comparison, although 8.2

percent is the lowest black
unemployment rate in the
country, it is still a percent-
age point above the high-
est White unemployment
rate (Nevada’s).”

periencing the recov-
ery much differently based
on their race and their lo-
cation, and for far too
many people, particularly
people of color, the recov-
ery has yet to occur,” said
Wilson. “Until the recovery
reaches these families,
policymakers should use
every available tool to put
more people back to
work.”
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H-E-B’S 25TH ANNUAL
FEAST OF SHARING
DINNER EXPECTED

TO SERVE 14,000
MEALS IN AUSTIN
Community dinner will provide free

hot meals and live entertainment

(Austin) — To celebrate the holiday season, H-E-
B will host its 25th annual Feast of Sharing dinner, an H-
E-B tradition for community residents to enjoy a deli-
cious, free meal and festive entertainment. Set for
Tuesday, November 25, 2014, from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.
at the Palmer Events Center, H-E-B’s Feast of Sharing
will be located at 900 Barton Springs Road in Austin.

 “Feast of Sharing is the highlight of H-E-B’s year-
round effort to combat hunger throughout Texas and
Mexico. It’s just one example of how H-E-B takes an

exceptionally active role in being a good neighbor and
demonstrating our Spirit of Giving,” said Winell Herron,
group vice president of public affairs, diversity and en-
vironmental affairs. “Over the past 26 years Feast of
Sharing has become a holiday tradition for the commu-
nities we serve and we appreciate the opportunity to
express gratitude to our customers and their families.”

Hundreds of H-E-B Partners and community vol-
unteers will work together to prepare and serve more than
14,000 meals to residents of Austin on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 25, 2014. Altogether, 3,500 pounds of sliced turkey;
3,500 pounds of mashed potatoes; 3,080 pounds of veg-
etable medley; 280 gallons of brown gravy; 1,400 pies;
14,000 dinner rolls and soft drinks will be served.

Attendees of the Feast of Sharing dinner will enjoy live
entertainment with performances by the Mariachi Caballe-
ros, Lake Travis High School Fiddlers; Fabtones, a Beatles trib-
ute band; Wesley Intergenerational Choir, The Levites and the
Austin Civic Wind Ensemble. In addition, a children’s area
where kids will enjoy arts and crafts with help from The Con-
temporary Austin; and Sprint will be onsite to offer our guests
free long distance calls to loved ones.

In its fourth year, the H-E-B Community Connec-
tion will host 15 nonprofits on-site offering social ser-
vices to guests, including care for elderly, volunteer
health clinics, and information about shelters and com-
munity aid centers.

Free parking will be available in the Palmer Events
Center parking garage or attendees can visit one of the
following H-E-B locations to pick up a complimentary
one-day bus pass (available to the first 5,000 visitors)
for the event, courtesy of Capital Metro and H-E-B be-
ginning on Tuesday, November 17th:

-       H-E-B #1 at 2701 E. 7th St.

-       H-E-B #3 at 1000 E. 41st St.
-       H-E-B #8 at 2400 S. Congress Ave.
-       H-E-B #12 at 2508 E. Riverside Dr.
-       H-E-B #15 at 9414 N. Lamar
-       H-E-B #30 at 1801 E 51st St.
Please visit www.capmetro.org for route and

schedule information.
H-E-B will also sponsor the making of meals for

those who are unable to attend the feast via Meals on
Wheels and More! on Thanksgiving day to provide
meals to homebound individuals in Austin and surround-
ing areas. Additionally, H-E-B is donating decorative
mums to adorn each Meals on Wheels client’s home
for enjoyment during the Thanksgiving holiday.

Making its debut this year is a brand NEW up-
graded, state-of-the-art H-E-B Mobile Kitchen that will
serve as the host site for the H-E-B staff to prepare and
cook the holiday meal. The mobile kitchen has the ca-
pability to prepare more than 6,400 meals per hour. The
H-E-B mobile kitchen is paired with a 53’ refrigerator
trailer for the transportation of perishable food items
and supplies and is designed specifically for Feast of
Sharing and to respond to disaster emergency relief
efforts.

To volunteer for the Feast of Sharing dinner, please
visit www.handsoncentraltexas.org. Groups, families,
and individuals are invited to participate while spots
are available.

H-E-B’s commitment and involvement in the com-
munity has been recognized as an important part of
the way the company does business. The Feast of Shar-
ing tradition began in 1988, and H-E-B’s holiday dinner
program has now grown to serve more than 250,000
meals in 32 locations throughout Texas and Mexico.

Feds to Create Wrongful Convictions Unit By Jazelle Hunt

U.S. Attorney
Ronald C. Machen Jr.

WASHINGTON (NNPA)
– U.S. Attorneys across the
nation are professional pros-
ecutors, making sure crimi-
nals are locked up for their
crimes. Beginning this fall,
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for
the District of Columbia will
take on a new and very dif-
ferent role as it turns its at-
tention to those convicted of
crimes they did not commit.

It will be the first time
any of the nation’s 93 presi-
dentially-appointed federal
prosecutors has taken up this
cause.

The Convictions Integ-
rity Unit will re-evaluate
violent felony cases in
which defendants can sup-
ply sufficient, new evi-
dence that warrants a re-
consideration of the convic-
tion, especially DNA or bio-
logical evidence that can
prove innocence.

The National Registry
of Exonerations, a joint
project between the Univer-
sity of Michigan Law School
and the Center on Wrongful
Convictions at Northwestern
University School of Law,
compiles information on all
known exonerations since
1989, with convictions begin-
ning in the late 1950s.

Florida, California, Illi-
nois, New York, and Texas
have the highest rates of
wrongful convictions, and
according to the registry,
1,467 people – 46 percent of
them Black –    have been
exonerated since 1989. This
year alone, 81 people have
been cleared; (49 of them
are African American).

On average, these
men and women are impris-
oned for at least a decade
before their convictions are
overturned and their
records expunged.

“There’s nothing to
suggest that the rate of false
convictions is slowing down,
at all,” says Samuel Gross, law
professor at the University of
Michigan, and editor and co-
founder of the National Reg-
istry of Exonerations.

Together, murder and
sexual assault convictions
account for 60 percent of
the registry’s exonerations.
The high rate of homicide in
Black communities is re-
flected in both conviction

and exoneration rates; but
in the case of the Black men
who have been wrongfully
convicted of sexual assault,
a discrepancy emerges.

“Of the approximately
250 people exonerated for
adult sexual assault, a ma-
jority are African American,
over 60 percent. That’s way
higher than their rate of im-
prisonment [for sexual as-
sault],” Gross says. “Among
those exonerated, the Afri-
can Americans are primarily
Black men convicted of rap-
ing White victims. And their
exonerations are based on
misidentifications…because
cross-racial identification is
notoriously more difficult.
This is especially true of
White people.”

For 80 percent of Black
men wrongfully convicted
of sexual assault, mistaken
witness identification was
one the factors that led to
exoneration. And these
cases take longer to review
and overturn.

In the last decade,
several conviction integrity
units have sprung up in
state and district attorneys’
offices across the country,
beginning with Dallas
County in 2007. There are
also several universities
and organizations dedi-
cated to assisting the
wrongly convicted through
DNA testing, such as the
National Innocence Project
or The Exoneration Initia-
tive in New York.

But this unit in Wash-
ington is unique. Most
crime is tried at the state
level, unless it overlaps
with federal law and the
U.S. Attorney in that juris-
diction decides to pros-
ecute on behalf of the
United States. Because
Washington has no state-
level justice system, both
its local and federal crimes
are tried in federally run
courts. This unit expects to
handle primarily local
cases, but possibly some
federal cases as well. Thus,
it may be the first institu-
tion within the federal gov-
ernment to examine fed-
eral felony cases in search
of the innocent.

“The U.S. Attorney’s
Office for D.C. handles lo-

cal crime in D.C. as well as
federal crimes. In other
places, all sorts of things can
be in local court but almost
none of these are federal
crimes, except in D.C.,”
Gross says. “Also, because
it’s a federal office, there
are more resources they
have command of…so
they’re capable of doing a
more thorough job. [This
Office] has more influence
than U.S. Attorney’s Offices
anywhere else.”

The U.S. Attorney’s
Office for Washington first
turned its attention to pos-
sible wrongful convictions
following the discovery of
faulty testing and misman-
agement within an FBI fo-
rensic lab that occurred dur-
ing the 1980s and 1990s.
Over four years, the Office
sifted through thousands of
FBI case files, reviewing
Washington cases involving
hair or fiber evidence pro-
cessed by the FBI between
1980 and 2000.

Five men were exon-
erated as a result of this ini-
tial investigation. Each had
already served approxi-
mately 30 years in prison.

Following the last of
these exonerations, the
Attorney’s Office an-
nounced the creation of a
permanent Convictions In-
tegrity Unit for the District
of Columbia. The unit is part
of the Special Proceedings
Division, which already
handles all post-conviction
matters for Washington. A
Conviction Integrity Com-
mittee of internal prosecu-
tors and vetted defense at-
torneys will choose and re-
view eligible cases, and will
create prosecutor training
recommendations to pre-
vent future wrongful con-
victions.

“Although wrongful
convictions remain a rare
phenomenon, their conse-
quences are tragic—for the
defendants involved, for
the victims of the crimes
that remain unsolved, and
for the community we work
every day to protect,” said
U.S. Attorney Ronald C.
Machen Jr. in a statement.
“As prosecutors, our goal is
not to win convictions, but
to do justice.”
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