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Austin Breaks Ground on Vibrant Urban Living

by Angela Wyatt

AUSTIN, TX - Tues-
day morning, October 28,
2014, both ARA and Texas
InTown Homes held a
groundbreaking ceremony

JUNIPER HEIGHTS- Austin Revitalization Authority and Texas Intown Homes develop premier “Smart
Green Healthy” affordable living, enriching the East Austin community.  Photos courtesy of Angela Wyatt

for the construction of a
mixed-income townhome
development in the 1000
Block of Juniper Street in
East Austin. Numerous
dignitaries rallied in the
support of the revival
project. City of Austin
Mayor Pro Tem Sheryl
Cole, Kathie Tovo, Chair-
man of the Austin Revital-
ization Board Dr. Charles
Urdy, Neighborhood Hous-
ing and Community Devel-
opment Director Betsy
Spencer, Chair of the Ur-
ban Renewal Agency,

Michael Clark-Madison,
developer representative
of ln-Town homes, Tom
Mercer, Larry Jackson,
Vera Givens, Willis Hunt II
and Mrs. W.G. Hunt along
with a host of community
leaders.

After four years of in-
ternal re-assessment of
the organization, the Aus-
tin Revitalization Authority
(ARA) has completed a
new strategic plan to con-
tinue the revitalization ef-
forts in East Austin. The
focus of ARA has been on

establishing strategic
partners, and moving for-
ward with the leasing op-
portunity for one of the
first properties purchased
by ARA, the Herman
Schieffer House.

President and CEO
Greg Smith, who joined
ARA in 2009, said the or-
ganization is markedly dif-
ferent than it was even 18
months ago. “ln the past
five years we’ve restruc-
tured our board of direc-
tors and revised our mis-

See InTown, page 2

Season Premier of
Fix My Choir Coming

November 5 on Oxygen
By Naomi Richard

Season Premier Photo courtesy of Oxygen Network

Oxygen Media is
coming to the rescue of
choirs across the country
in the new music series
“Fix My Choir,” premiering
Wednesday, November 5
at 10 pm ET/PT.  In this
bold and uplifting series,
struggling choirs get some
much-needed mentoring
from gospel superstar
Deitrick Haddon
(“Preachers of L.A.”) and
Grammy Award-winning
recording artist Michelle
Williams of Destiny’s Child
fame.

Fix My Choir exam-
ines the root cause of hu-
man conflict, troubled re-
lationships and musical
hurdles commonly found
in music groups around
the country.  Challenges

are indiscriminate crossing
race, denominations and
gender.  To effectively min-
ister as a gospel choir,
Haddon and Williams land
on the scene searching for
the fundamental problems
with the choirs leaving no
stone unturned.

The aggressive and
focused methods of this
experienced duo are direct
and to the point.  They
delve into the dark places
seeking the hindrances to
the music ministry.  In
some cases the voices
need training, sometimes
members need to find
their inner soul, past hurts
need forgiveness and a
unified purpose must be
defined.

With only a short

time to achieve such ex-
tensive goals, Haddon and
Williams effectively arrive
ready to hit the ground run-
ning and the choirs are
willing to give their all to
make the process success-
ful.

Fix My Choir is a re-
alistic series full of infor-
mation we can learn from
and what’s clear is that
choir problems don’t van-
ish or miraculously heal
themselves.  They require
work, attention and love.
Can your choir be fixed,
challenged and taken to
the next level of ministry?
Yes it can with a few fun-
damental steps and a will-
ing spirit.

Don’t miss this new
action packed series with
your favorite Billboard top-
ping choir experts.  Choir
music isn’t dead, if any-
thing it’s undergoing a re-
surgence and definitely
here to stay!  Tune in No-
vember 5 at 10 pm ET/PT.

Deitrick
HaddonMichelle

Williams

Constance “Connie”
Harper, Associate

Publisher/Editor at
Cleveland Call & Post,

dies at the age of 81

Constance “Connie” Harper

By  Kathy Wray Coleman,
editor-in-chief, Cleveland Urban News.Com

   CLEVELAND, OH-
Civil Rights advocate and
longtime Call and Post
Newspaper Associate Pub-
lisher and Exec Editor
Constance “Connie”
Harper died Friday at a
Dayton, Ohio hospital
where she was on life sup-
port after suffering a heart
attack. She was 81.

Funeral arrange-
ments are pending.

Harper fell ill on Sun-
day at the homecoming of
Central State University,
which is located in Xenia,
a city some 21 miles out-
side of Dayton. She was
the Cleveland alumni
chapter president for CSU,
Ohio’s only historically

Black public college or uni-
versity.

Family members, in-
cluding her sister, retired
Ohio Eighth District Court
of Appeals judge Sara J.
Harper, and their sister
Gloria, and close nieces,
nephews and cousins vis-
ited Harper in Dayton.
They had hoped that she
could be flown by helicop-
ter back to Cleveland, but
fate had it otherwise.

Connie Harper was a
sister-in-law of retired
Cleveland Municipal Court
judge George Trumbo,

See HARPER, page 8

ACC committed
to accessible and

affordable education.
See BRYANT
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Many voters have been voting a
Straight Ticket for years.  That
means when you vote in the
statewide   and national races,
they can vote for the entire
candidate of a particular party by
marking just one box.  You will be
able to do that this year, but after
you have marked your ballot for
the party of your choice, you will
still have work to do.
   In former years, City Council,
School Board, Austin Community
College, and local Propositions
were held at different times. This
year, for the first time, they are all
being held on the same day.  And
since these positions are not
elected by party, they have to be
voted on individually. That makes
it necessary for voters to be more
informed on the candidates and
issues.  However, it is acceptable
to skip over any candidate or
issue that you are not sure of.
     This will be our final
endorsement before the election
on Tuesday, November 4, 2014.
We have saved the statewide
races for last. For those who are
not voting the straight ticket, we
make the following
recommendations:

  U. S. Senator –
David M. Alameel

  District 25, U. S. Rep. –
Roger Williams

   District 35, U. S. Rep. –
 Lloyd Doggett

  Governor – Wendy Williams
  Lt. Governor –

 Leticia Van dePutte
  Atty. Gen. – Sam Houston

  Railroad Comm. –
 Steve Brown

Dist. 14, State Senator –
 Kirk Watson

  Dist. 46, State Rep. –
 Dawnna Dukes

Dist. 48, State Rep. –
 Donna Howard

  Dist. 49, State Rep. –
 Elliot Naishtat

    Dist. 50 State Rep. –
Celia Israel

 Dist. 51 State Rep. –
 Eddie Rodriguez
  Chief Justice,

 3rd Court of Appeals –
    Diane Henson
  County Judge –
Sarah Eckhardt
  District Clerk –

Velva L. Price
  County Clerk –

Dana DeBeauvoir
  County Treasurer –

 Delores Ortega  Carter
  Precinct 2, County

Commissioner – Bridget Shae
  Precinct 4, County

Commissioner –
Margaret J. Gomez
  Precinct 1, County

Commissioner –
 Yvonne Williams

     We did not make
endorsements in uncontested
races, because when the
candidates vote for themselves
they are automatically elected.
     This is the time for the voters
to let their wishes be known.  So,
take this opportunity to send
your message.

Sen. Davis seeks to
roll back assaults
on voters rights.

See TPA
Page 9

AGE trains Texans
on caregiving

scale for seniors.
See MEDICARE

Page 3

Straight Ticket
Voting is Not

Enough
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THE COMMUNIQUÉ

sion and vision state-
ments as part of our new stra-
tegic plan in order to aid more
effectively in the rebuilding of
East Austin.

After these last few
years of serious assessment,
we’ve also developed great
relationships with others who

Texas InTown Homes developed hundreds of single
family and townhome units in Houston and Dallas

continued from page 1
share a strong interest in de-
veloping the East 11th and
East 12th Street areas.”

Among one of the cur-
rent projects, ARA has es-
tablished a strategic part-
nership with Texas InTown
Homes, for the develop-
ment of the Juniper Heights

Townhomes to be located at
1159 Curve Street.

Texas InTown Homes
has developed hundreds of
single family and townhome
units in Houston and Dallas,
TX. Juniper Heights will be one
of their first development
projects in Austin which will
consist of 16 townhome units.
Fourteen units will be sold at
market rate and two units will
be sold as affordable units.

The Austin Revitaliza-
tion Authority (ARA) is a pri-
vate, non-profit community/
economic development cor-
poration working in the East
11th and East 12th Street
Commercial Corridors to re-
store the cultural and eco-
nomic viability that once
thrived in that area. ARA’s
mission is to engage in com-
mercial, residential and cul-
tural development that pro-
motes community well-be-
ing, while respecting the
people, institutions and his-
tory of East Austin and other
underserved communities.
For more information call
512-469-1705 or visit
www.austinrev.org.

INTOWN HOMES- Visionary team, Dr. Charles Urdy, Frank Liu, Greg Smith
and Tom Mercer break ground on strategic revitalization plan of upscale homes.

The Andy Roddick
Foundation held its 9th
annual charity gala, pre-
sented by Pine River
Capital. This year fea-
tured a concert by coun-
try artist, Darius Rucker,
at ACL Live at the
Moody Theater. The an-
nual gala serves as the
chief fundraising event
for the Andy Roddick
Foundation to support
its mission to expand
opportunities for young
people to learn, thrive
and succeed.

Darius Rucker/Photo Naomi Richard

9th Annual Andy Roddick Foundation
Charity Gala Headlined Country Music
Sensation Darius Rucker       by Naomi Richard

http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/2872414_Cole_VillagerAd_5.5x10.5_HR.pdf
http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/ColonyPark_Flyer_English.pdf
http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/OraHouston.pdf
http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/TXPerformingARTS_DrLonnieSmithTrio_villagerad.pdf
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CHURCH & TOWN BULLETIN

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723

Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Site-

stpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.
      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image

The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

DOUBLE

 GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18

  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Sunday Services

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*

The National

Black Church

Initiative Says

That Ebola

Represents an

Opportunity

for

Faith-Based

Readiness

Washington, DC –
The National Black Church
Initiative (NBCI) a coalition
of 34,000 African Ameri-
can churches constituting
15.7 million members
urges its members to take
this opportunity during the
outreach of the Ebola cri-
sis to reflect on how to de-
velop appropriate proto-
cols based upon World
Health Organization
(WHO) and the Center for
Disease Control (CDC)
standards. We understand
that those standards are
being revised as we speak;
therefore it is important
for church and denomina-
tional leaders to call on
experts in the field of in-

fectious diseases to come
up with the appropriate
protocols for faith-based
communities. CDC needs
to publish guidelines for
the faith community so
that we can take this op-
portunity to ready our con-
gregations.

We have the respon-
sibility to demonstrate to
our parishioners and the
rest of the general com-
munity how to respond to
this disease without hys-
teria and confusion. Our
job is to work with the ap-
propriate government au-
thorities to keep our pa-
rishioners informed, pro-
vide adequate literature,
and utilize the pulpit to

emphasize important life-
saving messaging on
Ebola or any other infec-
tious diseases.

Reverend Anthony
Evans, President of the Na-
tional Black Church Initia-
tive implores CDC and the
new Ebola Czar to utilize
this opportunity to work
with church leaders to help
us in three critical areas.

1. Help us create
messaging to calm our pa-
rishioners.

2. Provide protocols
to be put in place at the
appropriate time to make
sure that this disease is
not spread. This will in-
volve distance and/or
spacing during church ser-

vices and new procedures
for communion and bap-
tism if ever called upon to
implement.

3. Provide adequate
literature and to make
sure that faith-based lead-
ership is part of any high-
level meetings or commit-
tees concerning Ebola.

Here we have an op-
portunity to also share the
power of God’s message
of salvation and hope
through the ethics and
teaching of our Lord and
Savior Jesus the Christ.
The church must employ
its’ spiritual arsenal to de-
feat and destroy Ebola. We

must also carry the same
message of hope, of mon-
etary and medical assis-
tance to our brothers and
sisters in Guinea, Liberia
and Sierra Leone.

We must utilize our
religious influence and
authority to make sure
that Africa is treated fairly,
respectfully and will not
be dismissed like Mr. Tho-
mas Eric Duncan. Our
prayers go out to Mr.
Duncan’s entire family and
the two infected nurses,
Nina Pham and Amber
Vinson. We continue to
pray for all victims of Ebola
worldwide.

Shiloh Primitive Baptist Church, 385 FM 20,
Bastrop, TX., Elder Larry Washington, Pastor cor-
dially invites each and everyone to their annual choir
jamboree, Saturday, November 1, 2014 @ 6:00 PM.
The special guest will be Unity of Bryan, TX. For
more information contact Sister Delora Hargrove @
512-769-6180 or Sister May Lott @ 512-882-8054.

AGE of Central Texas Offering Free
Caregiver Workshop on “Medicare
Updates – Insurance Options for

Seniors” in Austin on November 1st
   AUSTIN, TX - AGE

of Central Texas will host
the free caregiver support
seminar “Medicare Up-
dates – Insurance Options
for Seniors” on Saturday,
November 1st, from 10:00
am to noon at the AGE
Building, located at 3710
Cedar Street in Austin.
The seminar will discuss
the latest updates on
Medicare with experts
from the HICAP Division of
the Texas Department of
Insurance.

       HICAP is a part-
nership of state and local
organizations that assist
Medicare beneficiaries.
HICAP is the State Health
Insurance Assistance Pro-
gram (SHIP) for Texas in a
national network available
throughout the U.S. and its
territories.

     Since 1986, AGE of
Central Texas has been
tackling the challenges of
aging with expert solutions.
The regional non-profit or-
ganization provides support

and education to people all
along the spectrum of grow-
ing older through five inter-
related programs that en-
hance the health and well-
being of older adults and
those who care for them, in-
cluding:

-       The only li-
censed, secure, non-resi-
dential Adult Day Health
Centers in Central Texas,
with locations in Austin
and Round Rock;

-       Early Memory
Loss Support, with weekly
cognitive activities and
support for individuals
with an early memory loss
diagnosis;

-       Caregiver Re-
sources and Education in-
cluding free personalized
assistance and guidance,
educational seminars,
support groups, and
classes;

-       Health Equip-
ment Lending Program
providing free loans of
gently-used durable medi-
cal equipment; and

-       The AGE Com-
puter Lab offering peer-
based computer classes
for seniors.

     Free respite care
for older family members
will be available during
the seminar at AGE’s Adult
Day Health Center, with
advance RSVP by October
29th. For more information
and to register, contact
Hector Rodriguez at (512)
600-9286 or register
online at http://
tinyurl.com/registernov1.

     For more informa-
tion about AGE of Central
Texas and more resources
in the community, visit
www.AGEofCentralTX.org
or call (512) 451-4611.

The Halloween Alternative
By Shirley A. Hammond
follow her on twitter.com/xtremeridewish1

There is more to the end of October than ghost and
goblins. Many area churches have already had or plan to
have a Harvest Day, or  some type of Harvest Festival. This
wholesome Christian alternative gives children something
to do besides dress up in scary costumes and go out to
collect a stash of cavity-causing sweets from strangers.
Some churches are offering food, games, music and candy.
Some have additional fun activities slated for the evening.
Following are some churches which are turning the
evening into a time of positivity on October 31.

Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Located at 2838 East 13 Street (near Harvey), this church

will hold its Fall Festival on October 31 from 6:00pm-8:00pm.
Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
Located at 5900 Cameron Road, this church will hold

their Angel Night on October 31 from 6:00pm-8:00pm in
the adjacent Family Life Center.

David Chapel Missionary Baptist Church
Located at 2211 East Martin Luther King, Jr Blvd, this

church will hold their Fall Festival on October 31st from
6:00pm-8:30pm.

S. James Missionary Baptist Church
Located at 3417 East Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., this church

will offer their Fall Fest with a movie (Space Jam) in the parking
lot on October 31 from 6:30pm-9:30pm, with prizes given for
their costume contest. Costumes should be positive, free of
blood and gore, with no monster type themes. Participants are
urged to bring blankets and lawn chairs.

Shoreline Church
Located at 15201 Burnet Road, this church will hold their

Trunk or Treat event on October 31 from 6:30pm-8:30pm.
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YOUTH BRIGADE
Youth of Today

Hope of Tomorrow Black RegistryBlack RegistryBlack RegistryBlack RegistryBlack Registry

Kevin Parish
Park Crest M.S.

Ira “T.J.” Williams
Ridgeview M. S.

Genesis Stiggers
Elgin Middle School

Weekend Excitement

On Friday I was very
mad because I didn’t get to
go to a dance that my school
had. When my parents got
home from Houston my dad
said “put on your boots and
a long sleeve shirt”. When I

did, we went to a barn for
my friend’s birthday party,
all I did was play. Friday was
really fun. Saturday came
me, Dexter and my dad
went to a benefit trail ride.
While my dad was riding his
horse, Dexter and I were on
a wagon looking at the
other horses and comparing
them to ours.

All of us had a really
good time at the trail ride.
It was a very good weekend
This Tuesday we the unde-
feated Park Crest Pumas
will go up against Dessau
Middle School looking for
another win to become 6-0.

GO PUMAS!

Imagination

In my GT class today
my teacher said some-
thing that really got to
me.  She sa id  that  stu-
dents  are  now being
taught to do a specif ic
thing a specific way and
the students can’t learn
to  ana lyze  and th ink
about different ways to
fix problems. There is a
certain way to do things

and that is  f inal .  What
some schools don’t un-
derstand i s  that  with
imagination people can
do amazing things.

Albert Einstein had
many thoughts  a l l
jumbled up in his mind.
In fact, some days he for-
got to put on his socks
when he left the house.
Even though he couldn’t
organize his thoughts his
imagination was bright
and he knew he could do
amazing things that he is
known for today.

Albert Einstein is a
good example  of  how
imaginat ion  can make
bri l l iant minds.  That is
why I  th ink  that  a l l
schools should not just
g ive  a  certa in  way to
th ink  but  to  he lp  s tu-
dents learn how to cre-
ate ways to learn that are

right for them.

The Zombie Experience

On October 24-25, 2014,
the Cedar Ridge High School
Drama Department hosted a
special dramatic event
called, The Zombie Experi-
ence. Before actually walking
into the school, people were
sent to different nursing sta-
tions to check for bite marks
or strange, zombie-like be-
havior. Then we would be put
into groups of 6 and directed
into the zombie experience.

As we walked, we
would see televisions with
the president speaking
about the zombie apoca-
lypse and how Cedar Ridge
was one of the only “Safe
Zones” in the United States.
Down the hall, a group of sol-
diers directed us through the
school towards to the sleep-
ing area. Suddenly, a strange
alarm went off and zombies
would crawl out of the shad-
ows and toward the civilians.
Everyone started screaming
and ran around in a huge
panic.

The soldiers would
herd the panicked hoard out
to the courtyard where doz-
ens of zombies were pre-
tending to eat civilians and
each other. Everyone ran
across the courtyard, into the

next building, and up the
stairs. Having a few moments
to catch our breath, the sol-
diers guided us through the
hallways to safety. As we
turned a corner we saw two
little girls holding hands and
muttering some sort of spell.
Suddenly, their faces be-
came blank and they turned
to us and started saying,
“Come play with us.” Every-
one screamed and ran in dif-
ferent directions. Some ran
in bathrooms where some
zombies were lurking. Oth-
ers were too scared to even
move. After the soldiers
rounded us up, we ran for the
cafeteria.

As we got to the cafete-
ria we saw a mother and child
in the corner crying. The mas-
ter sergeant offered them
help but just as he did, three
zombies grabbed them and
sucked them into the shad-
ows, which cause even more
screaming. While running
away we saw two civilians
trying to get our attention.
The soldiers led us to the ci-
vilians who opened two
doors which led down a dark
hallway. They told us at the
end was the exit. No one ar-
gued. We ran as fast as we
could down the hallway. Ev-
ery so often a zombie would
tackle a soldier and start eat-
ing him. By the time we got
to the end of the hallway only
the master sergeant was
alive. He opened the doors
and everyone darted out
screaming. We had survived
the apocalypse and were
awarded free water bottles.

The Cedar Ridge Drama
Department did a great job
creating The Zombie Experi-
ence and I can’t wait until

next year.

Homecoming Week

This week is home-
coming week . We have a
different theme for every-

Aubri  Allen-Brent
Del Valle High School

day . Monday was wear a
jersey day , Tuesday was
“tacky” day , Wednesday is
“throw back” day , Thursday
was camouflage day , and
Friday waa show your “Car-
dinal sprit” to beat austin
high Maroons at the game
that night. however we lost
with a score of 34-17 . But
we had a good game . At our
pep rally we had a special
guest come visit us for
homecoming the Rapper
B.o.B came to share some
encouraging words with us
. Our freshman won the
contest break the mold and
got B.o.B to visit our school.

 SaNaya White
Cedars Int’l Academy

Fall Festival Weekend!

I had a great weekend!
This weekend I attended 2
fall festivals! The first festi-
val was at my school, Cedars
International Academy. My
aunt, uncle and little cousin
joined me and my mom. My
cousin, Zaila and I both wore
80s costumes and my mom
was a good witch. There
were lots different games
like the spider toss, cake
walk, Bingo, petting zoo and

much more! We even had
funnel cakes that were su-
per yummy!

     The other festival
was at my cousin's school.
They had lots of games too.
I did 1 where you stick your
hand in the box to feel
gooey items. The monster
eyeballs and boogers was
disgusting!  There was also
a haunted house,  that was
not very scary but they did
have a nice costume con-
test. I won the 5th grade
contest and got a medal! I
had so much fun at both!!

KGCC Family fun Fest

On October 25, 2014
my church had a Family
Fun Festival. It was a great
time and a great turn out.
We had a lot of delicious
foods like hot dogs, soda,
candy, nachos and more.
Some of the activities that
we had was horse back
riding, plinko, ufo toss,
gummy worm eating con-
test, hula hoop contest

Zachariah Washington
Cedars Academy

and lots other.
My Pastor and Co

Pastor and I got into an
little competition on a lot
of games like the dounut
eating contest, the ufo
toss, this fishing game and
the bouncy house. My Pas-
tor who is much older than
me showed that he had
better skills than me. We
started a game where to
see who has better skills
in the bouncy house . I
started the game by jump-
ing falling on my back and
getting back up without
my hands. My pastor went
next and he fall and didnt
succeed but the third time
he succeed and he did
something better than I
did, he's so much fun to
play with..

After the festival me
and my church family and
we bounred and went
home.

Alon Rodgers
Hendrickson H. S.

Hawks District Football

It is not comfortable
territory to report a loss in
district competition for the
football team but In Friday's
league match, the visiting
Round Rock Dragons football
squad scored a big 49-7 vic-
tory over the Hendrickson
Hawks. Next for the Hawks is
a match against Cedar Ridge.
It is difficult but there is no
reason why this team can not
regain its dominance, make
the playoffs, and march into
a high ranking to complete
the season.

The Hendrickson
Hawks has finished 2nd place
behind newcomer Leander
Rouse to qualify as a team to

the Region II Cross Country
Championships on Novem-
ber 1st in Grand Prairie Texas.
Sophomore Daniel Viegra
finished 1st place overall and
is the District Champion for
District 13-6A. Finsihing 4th
was Senior Jose Viegra and
5th was Sophomore Justin
Botello. Senior Brandon Ruiz
finished 20th overall and
Mario Avila finished out the
scoring in 34th place overall.
Also running was Cale Floyd-
Sophomore and Josh
Schubert- Junior.

The girls team finished
6th of out 8 teams with
Sophomore Gwyneth Garcia
finishing 20th overall and
Freshman Maya Martinez
finishing 23rd and Freshman
Alyssa Solis finishing 26th fol-
lowed by Senior Jocelyn
Whistler- 40th, Kinley Rush-
ing- 47th and Angel Thai-
48th.

Events:
*Cross Country is at Old

Settlers Park to face McNeil
Saturday *SAT Prep session
will be Saturday at 2 pm (pre-
register) *Golf team is at
Hays Nov . 6 *Volleyball team
travels to Rouse Nov. 7

De’Ja Hill
Lamar Middle School

Hello readers,
In my guitar class, our

teacher Mr. Marsden told
all of the students about a
website that we can use to
help us learn our music
notes by sight.  To join the
site would cost no more
than ten dollars per stu-
dent, but he said the more
students that joined the

sight the lower the price
would be.  Joining the
sight is not mandatory,
because it can help all of
the students to improve
themselves, the site is
recommended.  I read the
music notes pretty well so
I have not signed up to the
sight yet, but I will soon.

Friday, I had to go to
the dentist and to be
truthful I was really ner-
vous.  The reason I was
nervous is that the last
time I went to the dentist
I had to get a filling be-
cause I have a problem
eating sweets.  The den-
tist had to numb my gums
by giving me a shot with a
needle, which was scary.
This time I did not have
any cavities and I only had
to get sealants on my bot-
tom teeth.

Until next time.

Dentist Visit
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YOUTH BRIGADE

Whitney Brown
S. F. Austin H. S.

Expectations

This past week was
good overall. It gave me a
chance to realize my true
strengths and weaknesses
when it comes to prioritiz-
ing and not being a procras-
tinator. The best part was
when my professional com-
munications teacher,
Finney, helped me realize
what my life story was and
what my dreams consisted
of. This past Friday I turned
in my Disney Dreamers Ap-
plication for the Disney
Dreamers Academy spon-
sored by Steve Harvey and

Essence magazine. I would
love to be a Disney dreamer
because the dreams I desire
to make come true require
open doors. I believe the
different opportunities I
set myself up for, including
the Disney Dreamers Acad-
emy, will help me open
those doors and succeed. I
am the type of person that
can only see the best in
people and I love to know
what others aspire to be. I
love the idea of being more
than what is thought of you.

Everyone has expec-
tations. Some are set by
your families, schools,
friends, and even yourself
though the best feeling is
when you know what is ex-
pected of you, high or low,
and exceed that expecta-
tion. I truly believe I have a
true chance to become a
Disney Dreamer because
my story is similar to oth-
ers. The only difference is
that I will take my story,
embrace it, learn by it, then

lead by it.

Touchdown

Hello readers,
This week there was

not too much activity at
school so the only thing I
will be talking about is foot-
ball.  The Reagan Raiders’
team played the McCallum
Knights’ team throughout
the week.  Although, I do
not know the final score of
the freshman or the varsity
games, I do know that the

Zyon Hill
Reagan High School

junior varsity team lost their
battle by a score of

31-6. the only touch-
down that was made was by
Adriean Been.  The sad
thing is I knew that it was a
game that was lost long be-
fore it was even played.
Giving credit where credit
is due, McCallum has a tre-
mendous team.

I spent time with my
oldest brother Datron
Plummer, which was great
because I do not get to see
him as often as I would like
to.  We talked about all
kinds of things, but nothing
at the same time.  Because
Datron is married with
three children, he stays
petty busy even after he
gets off work, which is why
I was happy to spend some
quality time with my big
brother.

Until next time.

Aaron Williams
Kealing M.S.

Skills for Living

This week in my skills
for living class, we are learn-
ing how to take care of a
baby.  We are not taking care
of a real baby, but a simu-
lated one.  The baby has a

small key hole in the back
that can make it cry or mess
up the diaper just like a real
baby.  The baby cries in the
middle of the night when it
is hungry or needs to have
its diaper changed.  The
baby has a little device that
will let us know what we
have done to the baby.

Kealing football team
played an undefeated team
this week and we won.
Throughout the first three
quarters, the score was tied
at 0-0, then in the fourth
quarter scored the only
touchdown of the entire
game.  The final score was
6-0, which made us cham-
pions of our zone.

Until next time.

Imani Demps
Del Valle High School

This week school
went good. I caught up with
all my work and I'm not try-
ing to fall behind again. I've
learned when you do ev-
erything when you first get

it your not rushing to finish
it last minute. Government
Is the hardest class that I
have. The teacher expects
so much from us. At first I
though it was because he
didn't like us. But I think he's
just trying to prepare us for
what's next College. I no
when I get there it's going
to be a lot more work then
what I'm doing now. I just
wish school should have
been hard all my life be-
cause I would be prepared
for what's coming my way.
But nothing in like comes
easy so I have to do what I
have to do to better myself
and be what I want to be.

Government Class

Honoring the Past

Rebecca Richard
Bowie High School

“If you don’t know
your history, watch out--
there ain’t gonna be no fu-
ture!” These wise words
from my grandmother are
an excellent reminder of
the important role history
plays in our daily lives.

Too often in my his-
tory classes throughout the
years have I heard students
complain about why we are
learning about something
that happened in the past.
However, one might argue
that few core classes are
more beneficial, not only to
better understand our
present situation but also to
ensure our future success as
a nation, in addition to re-
inforcing cultural signifi-
cance.

During the Stone Age,
commonly associated with
the idea of a caveman, oral
history was the most effi-
cient way of maintaining
each tribe or group's indi-
vidual history and passing it
on from generation to gen-
eration. Likewise, in the Af-
rican-American culture, we

celebrate our history by
continuing to sing the
hymns that sustained and
guided our ancestors as
they sought liberation from
slavery.

In both of those cases,
a knowledge of history pro-
vides a context for the ad-
vantages of the present.
The life we live now, across
all cultures, is built on the
achievements of those that
came before us; what we
have now- politically, so-
cially, and culturally, is built
on the foundation laid by
those who lived before us.

The idioms “history
repeats itself” and “there is
nothing new under the sun”
are essential to keep in
mind when making sense of
the past and applying it to
our present and future. For
example, remembering
that humanity has had the
same struggles since the
dawn of time like navigat-
ing the perils and rewards
greed, love, betrayal, and
joy provides a certain per-
spective and sense of
comfort that only comes
from an appreciation of
the past.

Thanksgiving is right
around the corner, and if
your grandparents or other
older relatives are visiting,
instead of tuning out once
the conversation turns to
the "good old days," I en-
courage you to listen and
learn from them- you might
be surprised at exactly how
little humanity has
changed. One love.

Growth in Cedar Park

Cedar  Park  i s  just
north  of  Aust in  and i s
one of the fastest grow-
ing  c i t ies  in  the  U.S .
Many people are moving
here  for  the  fami ly -
friendly neighborhoods
and good school district.
You can rea l ly  see  the
growth in all of the new
constructions and road
expansions.

1431 is a major road
in Cedar Park that runs
east-west between 183
and I-35. A lot of restau-
rants and shopping cen-
ters  are  located a long
1431. Wal-Mart, Costco,

Kiara Myers
Vista Ridge High School

Chipot le,  and BJ ’s ,  are
among the  new addi -
tions to the area.  1890
Ranch is among one of
most popular shopping
centers and holds
Cinemark Cedar Park,
Mighty- Fine, Chick fil A,
Target, Academy, and
many other stores. It is ex-
iting to see all of the new
additions because I never
have to worry about where
I’m going to eat.

W ith the growth in
Cedar Park, traffic has in-
creased as well.  At the
intersection of 1431 and
Parmer  there  i s  con-
struction that is expand-
ing lanes in all  four di-
rections.  Events at  the
Cedar Park center such as
concerts ,  hockey,  and
basketbal l  games a lso
attract  many people
from around the Austin
area. Cedar Park is pretty
much surrounded by
other cities making geo-
graphical expansion dif-
f i cu l t ,  but  with in  c i ty
limits everything else is
booming!

Trenton Leary
Hornsby Dunlap Elem.

39-0

On Saturday October
25, 2014 Capital City Bearcats
came home with another vic-
tory. Capital City Bearcats
Junior team is still  unde-

feated. Saturday we de-
feated SAO Blue 39-0. This
was a very good game and it
was also SAO's homecoming.
This football season is wind-
ing down, but it feels good
to still be undefeated . I am
hoping that we can keep the
winning streak up and we
make it to bowl game. On
Sunday October 26, 2014 our
Bearcat cheer had a compe-
tition at the Tony Burger Cen-
ter. I want to congratulate
them on their hard work.

Until next time be bless

and have a safe week!

Over 500 of my peers
made Honor Roll for the
first six weeks at O. Henry
Middle School. There are
about 950 students at O.
Henry. So that means over
half of the students
earned A's and B's.  But
what about the 400 plus
students who did not
make Honor Roll?  W i ll
these numbers change for
the second six weeks?  I
think there will be fewer
students making the

Averill Topps
Pease Elementary

Honor Roll
Honor Roll because the
class work is predicted to
get harder.  I would guess
the percentage would be
about 2% less students
making the list of Honor
students due to the class
work being more challeng-
ing and grades could be
impacted by fewer days in
school/class with the up-
coming Thanksgiving Holi-
days, and girls basketball
and boys soccer tryouts.

Most of my friends,
including myself, clearly
understand that learning is
a priority and that educa-
tion can open up all kinds
of doors for the future.  I
guess we all have to be up
for the challenges that lay
ahead with the under-
standing that sometimes
you can be in and that 's
great, but sometimes you
can be out and to make it
back in, well  that's the
Honor!  Go Mustang's

Central Texas Students
in 55 Elementary

Schools to be Offered
Free Flu Vaccines

Students in five Central Texas school districts
(Hays CISD, Manor ISD, Pflugerville ISD, Taylor ISD and
12 Austin ISD schools) will be offered influenza vac-
cines this fall at no cost to school districts or families
to help the most vulnerable members of our commu-
nity remain healthy this fall.

Almost half of all student absences in our region
is due to acute illness. There is a direct correlation be-
tween high student absence rates and county reported
flu outbreaks in Central Texas.  E3 Alliance in partner-
ship with Healthy Schools LLC and Schoolhouse Pediat-
rics is launching the largest on-site school flu immuni-
zation campaign ever in the State of Texas.   The cam-
paign will take place November 3-7, and will offer free
vaccines to ALL students in 55 elementary schools in 4
school districts and 12 pilot schools in Austin ISD in
Central Texas.   The campaign aims to have an impact
on student and family health and absenteeism in our
region.

On Wed. Oct. 29, football greats Vince Young and
Tony Boselli joinedTexas Sen. Kirk Watson and
Pflugerville ISD Superintendent Dr. Alex Torrez, Schools
LLC and Schoolhouse Pediatrics to kick-off the largest
flu immunization effort in Texas, which will occur in the
55 schools during the week of November 3–7, 2014.

The goal of the campaign is to ensure immunity
for our community during the upcoming flu season dur-
ing a time of heightened concern about contacting po-
tentially deadly viruses. For more information on the
Central Texas Flu Immunization Campaign please
email: Susan Dawson at sdawson@e3alliance.org.

Sponsors for the immunization campaign include
AISD, Central Health, Children’s Optimal Health, the
Division of Diversity and Community Engagement at
The University of Texas at Austin, E3Alliance, Hays
Consolidated ISD, Healthy Schools LLC, Manor ISD,
Pflugerville ISD, St. David’s Foundation, Schoolhouse
Pediatrics, Seton Healthcare Family, Superior Health
Plan, Taylor ISD and Texas Department of State
Health Services.

4th Annual Children
in Natures Workshop

WHAT: 4th Annual
Children In Nature Work-
shop

WHEN: Saturday, No-
vember 8th, 2014 10am-
2pm

WHERE:   George
Washington Carver Mu-
seum,1165 Angelina
Street, Austin, TX 78702

WHO: Children of all
ages.

WHY: The purpose of
this series is to explore
and appreciate nature with
children of all ages. Bey
Acupuncture seeks to
share the sincerity of na-
ture with the community at
large, promote a healthy
lifestyle, and creative ex-
pression.

For More Information
Call 484.354.1734



Page 6 ~ October 31, 2014/THE VILLAGER www.theaustinvillager.com

CITY ~ STATE ~ NATIONAL ~ WORLD

Burkina Faso is a
land-locked country in
West Africa. It is bordered
by the south by the na-
tions of Togo, Ghana,
Cote-D'Ivoire, and Benin;
to the east by Niger; and
to the north-west by Mali.
Its population stands ap-
proximately at 16,900,000
million inhabitants. The
people of Burkina Faso are
both religiously and ethni-
cally diverse who have
managed to keep the

Henson Leading
Efforts In

Williamson County
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

In the past, Williamson County would have been
counted as an easy gain for the Republican Party.
However, the Williamson County Democrats are try-
ing to "rewrite" the narrative by challenging this no-
tion of political analyst.  Williamson County Demo-
crats have "slated" all the candidates up and down
the tickets, including Diane Henson for the 3rd Court
of Appeals.

Diane Henson is the sole Democrat running in
the Democrat primaries to replace Chief Judge
Woddie Jones.  Moreover, Diane Henson is one of
the most experienced candidates for this position due
to the fact that she served on that Court from 2006 -
2012.  As a judge on the Third Court of Appeals, “Jus-
tice Henson served on three-judge panels that made
decisions on more than 2,000 cases and authored
more than 700 opinions.”  During her time in private
practice, she worked on numerous appellate matters
and argued cases before different Courts such as the
Intermediate Appellate Courts, the Texas Supreme
Court, and the Federal Courts of Appeals.

Since the Democrats ticket is running a "strong
ground campaign in Williamson County," then Diane

Henson has an opportunity to win.  For instance, the Bucy Campaign is running for the Texas House, has
knocked on over 60,000 doors and made over 15,000 phone calls.  According to political analyst, "Diane
Henson is going to win the 3rd Court of Appeals, and then there must be a very strong voter turnout in
Williamson County. Moreover, the Bucy Campaign for Texas House District 136 will provide the surge needed
to get Diane Henson over the top.  In addition, candidates like Nick Lealos who is running for Justice of
Peace Precinct 1 has hired a field team who have been knocking on many doors.

John Bucy, Diane Henson and Chris Osborn. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Gigi
Edwards
Bryant

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

Gigi Edwards Bryant
is a candidate for Austin
Community College Dis-

trict, Place 2.  Gigi
Edwards Bryant who is
running for a Board posi-
tion, actually attended
Austin Community College
while seeking a college
degree.  Bryant stated and
described herself, "I am a
fifth generation Central
Texan, who started in
Bastrop County and mi-
grated throughout Central
Texas into Austin, where I
was born. My deep-rooted

desire to serve the com-
munity reflects National,
State, and Community
Boards through member-
ships, committees and ap-
pointments."

Furthermore, Gigi Ed-
ward Bryant is running for
office on certain issues
that would better the com-
munity.  For instance,
some of the issues that
she is running on are such
as to have access to edu-

cation within communi-
ties; to create a local sus-
tainable workforce, and to
keep education affordable

and accessible.  In addi-
tion, Bryant believes that,
“the Austin Community
College's model and local

staff were integral keys to
him becoming a part of the
workforce and being able
to afford to stay close to
home."

Also, Gigi Edward
Bryant has been en-
dorsed by numerous
groups and organiza-
tions, including the Aus-
tin Villager Newspaper.
In addition Bryant has
been active in the com-
munity; she has served
on organizations such as
the Austin Community
College Foundation
Board, Selection Commit-
tee, Austin Community
Foundation, Governor,
American Association of
University Women, Aus-
tin Police Department
Blue Santa and the
Douglass Club of Austin,
Education Committee
Chair.

G
igi E

dw
ards B

ryant

Burkinabe’s Diaspora in
Central Texas Observe the
Unrest Back Home

country united.
In the past years,

Burkina Faso has emerged
as peace makers. How-
ever, in the past weeks,
the nation of Burkina has
seen some major civil un-
rest.  The civil un-rest
comes from the fact that
some people do not want
the current president to
change or to modify the
constitution in order to run
for a third term of office.
Some acts of civil disobe-

dience in the streets have
been noted by blocking the
streets and stopping
schools from being held.

In Central Texas, the
Burkinabe Diaspora is anx-
iously looking at the
events that are un-folding
in their native land.  Many
Burkinabes are hoping for
a peaceful resolution of
this political issue. In Cen-
tral Texas, the Burkinabe
Diaspora has grown due to
the good economy.

Hey District 3,
I’ve got your back!

GALINDO / DAWSON
• Improve public safety and

pedestrian walkways on
    high-traffic streets such as
    South First
• Add traffic calming in
   neighborhoods to prevent
   cut-through traffic
• Support designation of
   South Austin Park as
   protected parkland
• Help homeowners
   navigate proposed city
   buyouts along
   Williamson Creek

CESAR CHAVEZ / HOLLY
• Prevent displacement of
   long-term and fi xedincome
    residents
• Ensure the Holly Shores Plan

meets the expectations of the
neighborhoods

• Improve street lighting and
police presence in the new
enterainment district and
surrounding neighborhoods

visit us at josevalera.com

A FRESH VOICE
FOR A NEW ERA

Though I’m new to politics, I’m not new to
District 3 — my family has been here for five
generations. So I understand and care person-
ally about the issues that are important to this
district — such as housing affordability, trans-
portation, public safety, and the environment,
to name a few.

As the owner of Tamale House East, I un-
derstand the needs and concerns of small busi-
ness owners and service workers in Austin. As a
West Point graduate and Iraq War veteran, I know
how to build coalitions and lead diverse teams
through difficult situations. And as a UT Law
graduate and practicing attorney, I know how to
get to the heart of tricky issues and find mutu-
ally beneficial solutions. Join me as we build a
bright future for Austin.

Pol. adv. paid for by Jose Valera Campaign. Edna Parra, Treasurer. This
campaign has not agreed to comply with the contribution and

expenditure limits of the Austin Fair Campaign Chapter.

MONTOPOLIS / RIVERSIDE
• Prevent the loss of
   affordable housing
• Ensure that community members

have meaningful input on how
Montopolis Recreation Center
bond money is spent

Vote Valera!
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City of Austin
Purchasing Office

EMPLOYMENT / PROPOSALS
PUBLIC

INFORMATION
FOR SALE / FOR RENT / BIDS

MISCELLANEOUS
We want

YOU!
Advertise
With The

VILLAGER

Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

The City of Austin Purchasing Office invites
you to view current bid solicitations at https://
www.c i . au s t i n . t x . u s / f i nanceon l ine /
vendor_connection/solicitation/solicitations.cfm.
Vendors are encouraged to register on-line in the
City’s Vendor Self Service System. Once your
company is registered, you will receive notifica-
tions about new bid opportunities.  For addi-
tional information regarding current bid opportu-
nities or Vendor Registration, please call the Pur-
chasing Office at 512-974-2500.

For information on the City of Austin’s Mi-
nority Owned and Women-Owned Procurement
Program and the certification process, please
contact the Small & Minority Business Resources
Department at 512-974-7600 or visit their website
at http://www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

 City of Austin Featured Job Opportunities

The City of Austin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 

Please visit the City of Austin employment website at
www.austincityjobs.org to view requirements and
apply for these and other job opportunities. We
encourage you to check the employment website
often as new job opportunities are posted daily.
If you have any questions or need assistance,

please call 512-974-3210 or email us at
employment.services@austintexas.gov.NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICANTS FOR

APPOINTMENT
TO THE TRAVIS APPRAISAL REVIEW BOARD (TARB)

Applications are now being accepted for appointment to the Travis Appraisal Review Board (TARB).
TARB is an organization of about thirty citizens charged with hearing and resolving disputes over
appraisal matters based on evidence presented by both the taxpayer and the Travis Central Appraisal
District (TCAD). TARB members are appointed by the Travis County Local Administrative Judge and
serve two year terms.

Full-time positions are available in calendar year 2015 during the months of June through August
when taxpayer appeals are heard. TARB members are not scheduled to work every day but must be
available to serve when needed.  During the rest of the year, the TARB meets approximately once a month.
TARB members are paid on an hourly basis, (1st term: $17.50/hr.; 1st term, 2nd year $18.50/hr.; 2nd term:
$20.50/hr.; 3rd term: $22.50/hr & Chair: $25.00/hr) Also paid training sessions for TARB members are
scheduled throughout the year.

Minimum Requirements: To be eligible for appointment an applicant must be a resident of Travis
County and have resided in Travis County for at least two years.

Preferred Skills and Abilities:  Patient, impartial, and fair. Ability to follow the law as instructed. A
willingness to work late (after 5 p.m.) during the summer months (June, July and August 2015).
Strong verbal skills, calm demeanor and the ability to exercise tact in trying situations. Excellent
attendance is critical.

Ineligible Applicants: Individuals who fall into any of the following categories are not eligible for
appointment to the Travis Appraisal Review Board (TARB):

· If you are currently employed by the State Comptroller of Public Accounts, or are a member
of a governing body, an officer, or a full or part-time employee of a county, city, school district,
community college district, MUD, or any other entity supported by local property taxes. Former
governing body members, or officers of a taxing unit served by TCAD are ineligible for four full years
from the date they ceased to serve in that capacity.

· Persons who own an interest in property on which delinquent taxes are due, regardless of
where in Texas that property may be located, unless the tax is deferred or being paid under an
installment agreement.

· Anyone who personally, or whose spouse personally, has a contract with a local government
or an appraisal district.  The same restriction applies if the person, or his or her spouse, owns a 10%
or greater interested in a business that contracts with a local government or taxing unit.

· Persons who at any time have appeared before the TARB for compensation as a tax consultant,
accountant, appraiser, or representative of a property owner.

· Persons who have ever been employed by Texas Central Appraisal District (TCAD) or have
ever served as a member of Travis Appraisal Review Board (TCAB’s) board of directors.

· Persons who are related within the third degree by consanguinity or within the second
degree by affinity, as determined by Chapter 573, Government Code to a member of TCAD’s board of
directors.

· Persons who are related within the second degree by consanguinity or affinity, as determined
by Chapter 573, Government Code, to an individual who is engaged in the business of appraising
property for compensation for use in proceedings under the Texas Property Tax Code (TPTC) or of
representing property owners for compensation in proceedings under the TPTC in Travis County.

· Persons who have served for all or part of three (3) consecutive terms as a member of the
TARB are ineligible to serve during a term that begins on January 1, 2015.

· Also, individuals are not considered if they are presently under indictment or have previously
been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude.
.
Application forms may be downloaded from www.traviscad.org or are available by contacting Mr.
Henry Johnson at (512) 834-9317 ext. 582 at Travis Central Appraisal District located at 8314 Cross
Park Drive, P.O. Box 149012, Austin, Texas 78714-9012. Fax number 512-835-5371. Email questions to
Mr. Johnson at: taxpayerliaison@tcadcentral.org.

Applications will be accepted through Friday, November 7, 2014.  Applicants selected as finalists will
be scheduled for interviews in November or early December 2014.

Austin Travis County Integral
Care is currently soliciting
proposals through a Request for
Proposals (RFP) process for
Locum Tenens and Permanent
Placement Services for Psychiatric
Prescribers. RFPs may be mailed or
sent electronically, by contacting
Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@atcic.org or (512)
440-4022 beginning October 27,
2014. The deadline to submit a
proposal under the RFP is 4 p.m.
on November 24, 2014. Historically
Underutilized Businesses, including
Minority-Owned Businesses and
Women-Owned Businesses, are
encouraged to apply.

New Jobs for the
Week of 10/26/2014

Coordinator, Clinical Lab-Nursing
Eastview Campus
Monday-Friday,

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
$3,499-$4,374/Monthly

Job# 1410027
Coordinator, Evening/Weekend

Operations-PT-(50%)
Riverside Campus

20 hours per week as assigned
during the following hours: Friday,

5:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.; Saturday,
8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.; Sunday,

12:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
$1,587-$1,984/Monthly

Job# 1408034
District Police, Dispatcher

Service Center
Hours are as assigned

$2,369-$2,961/Monthly
Job# 1410012

Locksmith
Service Center

Monday-Friday,
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

$2,611-$3,264/Monthly
Job# 1410024

Specialist, Business Assessment
Highland Campus
Monday-Friday,

 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
 some evenings and weekends

$2,487-$3,109/Monthly
Job# 1410033

Specialist, Early College Start
Highland Campus
Monday-Friday,

 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.,
 some evenings and weekends

$3,023-$3,779/Monthly
Job# 1410017

Specialist,
 Marketing Graphic Design
Highland Business Center

Monday-Friday,
 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

$2,879-$3,599/Monthly
Job# 1410019

Specialist, Student Life
Round Rock Campus

Monday-Friday,
 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

$2,611-$3,264/Monthly
Job# 1312014

Technician, Accounting
Service Center

Monday-Friday,
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

$2,487-$3,109/Monthly
Job# 1410011

Technician, Senior Computer
Lab Support

Eastview Campus
Monday-Friday,

 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
$3,023-$3,779/Monthly

Job# 1410016
Technician, Science Lab

Highland Campus
Monday-Friday,

 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
$2,879-$3,599/Monthly

Job# 1410032

 The City of Austin is currently seeking
qualified applicants for the following
positions:
• Park Ranger I (2 Openings)
• Animal Health Technician
• Public Information & Marketing Corporate
Manager
• Building & Grounds Lead
• Administrative Assistant
• Dispatcher Technician- Temporary
• Building & Grounds
• Drainage Ops & Maint III
• Traffic Signal Technician
• Engineer A
• Administrative Specialist

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE is hereby given that original Letters of De-

pendent Administration with Will Annexed for the Estate
of LaJuander Gale Smith, Deceased, were granted on
July 24, 2014, in Cause No. C-1-PB-14-000814, pend-
ing in Probate Court No. 1 of Travis County, Texas, to:
Clint Alexander.

Notices to the Department Administrator with Will
Annexed may be delivered to the following address:

c/o Barnes Lipscomb Stewart & Ott PLLC
Attorneys at Law

2901 Bee Caves Road, Box D
Austin, Texas 78746

All persons having claims against this Estate which is
currently being administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

Dated the 21st day of October, 2014.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

While Austin hosted
its well-attended Texas
Book Festival this past
weekend, miles down the
road there was the National
Black Book Festival, held at
Fallbrook Church at 12512
Walters Road in Houston,
Texas. In its 7th year, the fes-
tival drew about 1,000 at-
tendees, according to Gwen
Richardson, festival co-
founder. Richardson is also
national coordinator of the
festival, which is dedicated
to giving African American
authors exposure and dis-
pensing information to help
writers and emerging au-
thors to develop the right
set of strategies related to
self-publishing, writing cer-
tain genres, getting book

National
Black Book

Festival

By Shirley A. Hammond
follow her on twitter at

twitter.com/xtremeridewish1

club attention, etc.
She stated that they

changed from their former
downtown location be-
cause the church has an
ample parking area, a spa-
cious gynmasium and
plenty of adjacent class-
rooms. This enabled them
to offer the parking and ad-
mission for free; whereas
both cost at the former
downtown hotel venue.

In addition to 10 fea-
tured high profile authors
who already had extensive
readership; there was 80
author vendors trying to vie
for attention and sales of
their books. Richardson
said most author vendors
were self-published.

Amongst the featured

authors was actor/author
Eriq LaSalle, who leans to-
ward writing mystery thrill-
ers. His latest titles are
“Laws of Wrath,” and “Laws
of Depravity.”

Two noteworthy de-
velopments that Richardson
wished to highlight was
that authors Victoria Chris-
topher Murray and
ReShonda Tate Billingsley
(authors who attended the
festival in 2013 and 2014
with plans to return in 2015),
have launched a new pub-
lishing company titled
Brown Girls Books. She said
they facilitated a session
with some of their con-
tracted authors in atten-
dance, and that many at the
festival elected to attend

their session. Richardson
also reported that a new
coalition was formed by
five published female au-
thors called Children Au-

thors of Color.
The National Black

Book Festival lasted from
Thursday, October 23 through
Saturday, October 25.
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Sara Harper’s long-
time husband.

Raised in Cleveland,
Harper graduated from
John Adams High School in
Cleveland and went on to
earn a bachelor’s degree
in elementary education
from CSU, where she was
the editor of the student
newspaper. She was the
youngest of five female
siblings, two of them de-
ceased.

Harper was a major
voice in Cleveland’s Afri-
can American community
since the early 1960s.
That’s when she began

Harper was a major voice in Cleveland’s African
American community since the early 1960s continued from page 1

writing for the paper and
eventually became the
editor under the late Call
and Post publisher W.O.
Walker. She also hosted a
talk show on WJMO, a lo-
cal radio station.

She was a former el-
ementary school teacher for
the Cleveland Municipal
School District and later
worked in the national box-
ing arena as vice president
for  Don King Productions, a
boxing promotion company
owned and operated by in-
ternational boxing promoter
Don King. She worked for the
Cuyahoga County Board of
Elections before rejoining
the Call and Post in 1998
when King became pub-
lisher.

Harper, as editor, and
King, as publisher, were
the first of the more the
215 African-American
newspapers of the Na-
tional Newspaper Publish-
ers Association (NNPA) to
endorse now President
Barack Obama, America’s
first Black president.

Harper was a
staunch advocate of civil
and human rights and
knew most of the NNPA
publishers, some of them
of whom are millionaires.

She was at one time an
officer of the Black influ-
ential media organization,
which has championed
Obama and visited the
president and First Lady
Michelle Obama at the
White House per Obama’s
special invitation.

Harper was a mem-
ber of the Old Black Politi-
cal Guard and was among
those that help elect the
late Carl B. Stokes as
mayor of Cleveland in
1967, the first Black mayor
of a major American city.
She grew up on Cleveland’s
largely Black east side
near King and the Stokes
brothers, Louis Stokes of
whom ultimately became
the first Black congress-
man from Ohio, a post now
held by 11th Congres-
sional District Congress-
woman Marcia L. Fudge.

The Civil Rights pio-
neer, who was a moderate
Republican with bi-parti-
san values,  published Call
and Post articles conse-
quential to the Black com-
munity, including on po-
lice brutality, racial dis-
crimination, education,
Black empowerment, and
the election of Obama as
president in 2008, and his

reelection in 2012. She re-
ceived numerous awards
and commendations and
in 2010 accepted the Tho-
mas Morgan III Award for
AIDS/HIV awareness from
the Atlanta based Center
for Disease Control and
the California-based Black
AIDS Institute for the Call
and Post, Ohio’s oldest and
most prominent Black
Newspaper with distribu-
tions in Cleveland, Colum-
bus and Cincinnati.

Harper was honored
by the Cleveland Chapter of
100 Black Men earlier this
month and was scheduled
to attend a Nov. 7 gala by
the Cleveland Press Club to
be inducted into the Cleve-
land Journalism Hall of
Fame with four others, in-
cluding former Cleveland
Fox 8 News anchor Wilma
Smith, and 19 Action News
Reporter Paul Orlousky.

Harper was a friend
of the Rev Al Sharpton, and
knew the Rev Jesse Jack-
son Sr., both of whom are
prominent Civil Rights ac-
tivists. She was also an
active member of Olivet In-
stitutional Baptist Church
in Cleveland, and was a
member of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority Inc.

“Harper was a member of the Old Black Political Guard and was
among those that help elect the late Carl B. Stokes as mayor of

Cleveland in 1967, the first Black mayor of a major American city”

Constance “Connie” Harper

COLLECTED PRÉCIS

http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/TX41191_VILL_EOGLOTTO_AFAM_1031.pdf
http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/Doggett_TCDP_Villager_ad.pdf
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PROGRAMS ~ AWARENESS
Texas Publishers Association’s statewide elections endorsements

     On Nov. 4 Texans will cast their votes for the next
governor of the state. With only one week remaining
to decide, the two leading candidates Wendy Davis and
Greg Abbott are stomping the campaign trail to garner
as much support as possible. We at the Texas Publishers
Association (TPA) are here to join in that support with
our endorsement of  Davis whom we feel is not only
the right choice for our state but the only candidate
who if elected will use the full weight of the governor’s
office to fight for all Texans and roll back the assaults
on our educational system, women’s rights and voter’s
rights that we have endured the past 14 years under
Gov. Rick Perry.

It is an irrefutable fact those who seek to disen-
franchise and abrogate our liberties and attainments,
our political victories and strides are well-organized and
steadfast. Bearing this in mind, it is our duty to be not
only just as coordinated in our efforts but to also be
proactive. When candidates come campaigning for our
votes we must be collectively ready to present them
with a platform that best benefits our community. In
the words of Frederick Douglass, power concedes noth-
ing without demand. The Texas Publishers Association
has made it clear we will not be endorsing any candi-
date in the upcoming statewide elections that did not
attend our candidate screening.

For the office of lieutenant governor, TPA endorses
Leticia Van de Putte. Unlike her tea party opponent Dan
Patrick, Van de Putte is committed to ensuring all chil-
dren regardless of their economic status or ZIP code in
the state of Texas receive a quality education and the
funding and resources are available to realize this. As
lieutenant governor she pledges to:

By NICOLE JAMES SCOTT

-  Restore funding for full-day learning for pre-K
students as opposed to 3 hours a day.

-  Limit the class size for children grades K-4.
-  Invest the necessary funding in Texas’ public

schools, restoring the 2011 Legislature cuts.
-  Remove the standardized testing pay based on

performance system allowing teachers to utilize their
creativity and skills to teach.

-  Allow for more involvement of parents and com-
munity members in control of their neighborhood
schools.

Sen. Patrick’s record has already proven he is not
concerned with educating children in our public educa-
tion school system. In 2011 he was among those who
voted to cut $5.4 billion in public education funds and
even opposed the use of the state’s Rainy Day Fund to
offset cuts. In 2013 when he had the opportunity to
restore the cuts not only did he vote against it but com-
posed legislation to limit state appropriations and re-
quire any future state surplus funds to go toward prop-
erty tax relief instead of education. In addition he pro-
posed exempting certain residences from property
taxes, reducing public education revenue and filed
“mandate relief” legislation making it easier to lay off
employees, reduce teachers’ salaries and higher fewer
teachers by increasing class sizes.

For the state comptroller’s office TPA endorses
Mike Collier who if elected will be the first CPA in his-
tory to hold the state’s top accountant position. At the
top of his agenda is to make property taxes fair for all
homeowners. Since 1997 the property tax appraisal law
has unfairly allowed for large companies to drive down
the market value of their properties causing
homeowners to foot the bill. In 2013 SB 1342 was pre-
sented to correct this flaw; however Collier’s opponent

Sen. Glen Hegar along with his powerful campaign con-
tributing group of lawyers and tax consultants stalled
the legislation killing it upon arrival to the Senate.

TPA endorses Steve Brown for Texas railroad com-
missioner who is the only African American running for
statewide office. Until now the railroad commissioner
has always come from the ranks of the oil and gas in-
dustry, including Brown’s opponent Ryan Sitton who
boasts of his fifteen years of experience in the oil and
gas and petrochemical industry. But what to him seems
like a selling point is in fact to us concern for pause. As
someone so intricately involved with the oil and gas
industry it is foreseeable the Railroad Commission will
be nothing more than an extension of the oil and gas
lobby. As an outsider of the industry Brown represents
a breath of fresh air, someone who can bring forth a
new and unbiased commission that will put the needs
of the citizens before the industry. He has already
pledged to protect the interests of all Texans as well as
the environment.

For attorney general TPA endorses Sam Houston, a
Houston-based attorney that has been practicing civil law
at the state and federal level for 26 years. When elected
to attorney general he has vowed to immediately over-
turn the AG ruling that currently prevents Texans from learn-
ing if hazardous chemicals are stored near them. Up until
June of this year Texans had the right to know if hazard-
ous materials were being stored near them. But Republi-
can Attorney General Greg Abbott ruled that to release
such information jeopardized homeland-security
laws.Houston has shown himself to be a gentleman with
integrity and an evenhanded temperament, unlike his con-
tender Sen. Ken Paxton who has a swirl of ethical issues
surrounding him including being fined by the State Securi-
ties Board. Paxton alleges to be in favor of transparency.

(AUSTIN, Texas) — Prospective students and their parents are invited to discover Huston-
Tillotson University during HT Preview Day that will include the added NASA Space Science Day
(NSSD).  HT Preview Day will be held Saturday, Nov. 8, beginning at 7:30 a.m. NSSD will run Friday,
Nov. 7 through Saturday, Nov. 8 for educators, middle school students and their parents.

HT Preview Day provides an opportunity for prospective students to sample the college expe-
rience, tour the campus, meet faculty and staff, obtain information about majors, and receive
scholarship and financial aid information.

Prospective Students Invited to Huston-Tillotson Preview Day and NASA Space Science Day

http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/McGhee_Logo.pdf
http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/acc_ad1.pdf
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Theme: Knowledge, Wisdom, Money and Life.
Come Join Us!!! We will have: Financial Workshops, Door
Prizes and more. Continental Breakfast and Lunch will
be provided FREE. Please register online at
www.eventbrite.com and enter 4th Annual Financial Fit-
ness Seminar to be eligible for door prizes, workshops
and meals. For More Information, contact NABA Presi-
dent Sheri Marshall at 512-461-8510 or Roger Davis,
event Chair at 512-366-0483. The National Association
of Black Accountants is the premier professional orga-
nization representing the interest of over 100,000 Afri-
can Americans in the fields of Accounting, Auditing,
Business, Consulting, Finance and Information Technol-
ogy and Entrepreneurs. Our mission is to assist stu-
dents aspiring to enter into these professions and we
can not do that without you, your membership is im-
portant to us.  We have an overwhelming amount of
students that have enrolled in the three of our chap-
ters Huston-Tillotson University, Texas State University
and The University of Texas at Austin.

THE COURIER
NABA Austin Cen-Tex Chapter
Presents 4th Annual Financial

Fitness Seminar
Saturday, November 8th ~ 8am to 3:30pm

ACC Eastview Campus, Bldg 8500
3401 Webberville Road

Austin, TX 78702

May 11-16 2015 For the Sesquicentennial Anniver-
sary of the Battle of Palmito Hill. WANTED: SIXTY
REENACTORS: Officers & Enlisted (17 years old & up no
experience necessary). For the Formation of the 62nd

United States Colored Infantry Regiment Contact us for
more information: The Living History Foundation 512 578-
6267 or email Allen_Mack909@yahoo.com.

Money for College Athletes

By Omar Tyree
NNPA Columnist

The issue of granting
a stipend for the market-
ing, enrollment, game at-
tendance, sales of school
paraphernalia and other
monetary gains that popu-
lar student athletes pro-
vide at hundreds of Ameri-
can colleges and universi-
ties is in the national news
again—this time because
of a recent suspension for
illegal profits of Georgia
Bulldogs running back and
early Heisman Trophy can-
didate, Todd Gurley II.

Gurley, a junior, was
reportedly paid $400 by an
autograph dealer for sign-
ing a few hundred school
items during the spring
offseason that are now
being sold on eBay. It’s a
violation of NCAA amateur
rules that do not allow
scholarship athletes to
accept or seek payment or
gifts for their autographs,
appearances or popularity.
Gurley was suspended in-
definitely from the Univer-
sity of Georgia, which did
not have a choice under
NCAA rules.

Once reports sur-
faced that Gurley was sus-
pected of NCAA violations,
the school could have
been forced to forfeit their
Saturday game against the
Missouri T igers, along
with paying other NCAA
fines and penalties. So
UGA Director of Athletics,
Greg McGarity  moved to
shut Gurley down the ath-

Todd Gurley II

lete immediately even as
school officials and attor-
neys continued to uncover
the details of the case.

This couldn’t have
come at a worse time for
Gurley.

I had just read a great
article about Gurley. A re-
porter wrote all about his
humble upbringing with a
single mother in Balti-
more, who moved Gurley
and his older siblings to
Rocky Mount, N.C. and
later to Tarboro, N.C.  for
a more affordable living
and a simpler life “out in
the country.” Gurley didn’t
even have access to cable
TV. It wasn’t in his mother’s
family budget.

So this kid learned to
work hard for everything.
All he had was the love of
his family, friends and foot-

ball. His excellence as a
high school athlete then
paved the way for a grand
opportunity to attend the
University of Georgia, one
of the premiere football
schools of the south.

But once Gurley ar-
rived there as a celebrated
freshman, and had imme-
diate success on the field,
just imagine the differ-
ence this kid felt when
hundreds of thousands of
fans showed up to cheer
and celebrate him each
week, while millions more
watched on TV, bought
thousands of his team jer-
seys, and began to ask him
for his autograph every-
where we went. Only,
Gurley could not make a
dime off of anything, and he
had to be very careful about
the wrong person inviting
him out to a movie with but-
tered popcorn and a Pepsi.

Sure, I’ve heard all
about the “free rides” of
full scholarships that stu-
dent athletes receive—
now worth $30,000 –
$80,000 a year. But I’ve
also been there at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh in my
freshman year of 1987,
and those so-called “free
rides” are earned, because
these schools will work
athletics to death in order
to win. So good luck with
choosing a major that’s
actually worth $30,000 –
$80,000. Most athletes
don’t have the time for it,

and many coaches will tell
them so—especially in
football and basketball.
Nor were these kids invited
to school to focus on a
major. They are recruited
to play sports, while mas-
querading as students.
That’s the hardcore reality
here.

But every time the
conversation to pay them
pops up, we are reminded
of a million complications.
Would these payments
destroy the real reason for
attending school? How
much do we pay athletes?
Do we pay them in all
sports or only the selected
few? Would the payment
model be fair to women
athletes and Title IX rules
of gender equality, know-
ing that most women’s
sports cost more annually
than they earn?

These are the many
questions of execution
and fairness that pop up.
It’s all an insane argument
that will need to be dealt
with sooner rather than
later. The NCAA will have
to find a better way to
make it all work—in fair-
ness.

http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/Wendy Davis ad.pdf
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