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Gus Garcia Young Men’s Leadership Academy
Wins Attendance Challenge for Central Texas

A DAY TO REMEMBER - The YMLA
celebrated with a school-wide dance with the
Bertha Sadler Means Young Women’s
Leadership Academy Friday, Jan. 23. At left,
the schools’ namesakes, Gus Garcia and
Bertha Sadler Means, kicked-off the event with
a first dance. Pictured above, the school also
accepted a prize of $5,000.

AUSTIN, TX - Austin
ISD, in partnership with
the E3 Alliance and the Get
Schooled Foundation, are
proud to announce Gus
Garcia Young Men’s Lead-
ership Academy has won
the middle school fall at-
tendance challenge for
Central Texas. The school
placed seventh in the na-
tion.

The challenge was a
friendly, nine-week com-
petition to rally students to
improve attendance and
stay focused on educa-
tion. More than 55,000
students participated na-
tionally in the 2014 Fall
Attendance Challenge.

“I’m very proud of our
young men, who worked
See REVENUE, page 2

 Sgt Makeba Lewis with Pflugerville Police Chief Charles Hooker.
Photographer Sgt. Oscar  Lewis.

Pflugerville Police Officer Under The Radar

by Shirley  A. Hammond
Villager Columnist

PFLUGERVILLE, TX -
There are many firsts in
the annals of African
American history. Colin
Powell was the first U.S.
Secretary of State, with
Condoleezza Rice follow-
ing as the first female in
that role. President Barack
Obama was the first Afri-
can-American president.

See LEWIS, page 7

H-E-B SLIM DOWN
SHOWDOWN

CONTESTANTS
KICK OFF 14-WEEK

WEIGHT LOSS
JOURNEY WITH

PANTRY
MAKEOVERS

Local Contestants Take
Guided In-Store

Shopping Tour with
 H-E-B Registered

Dietitian

AUSTIN, TX - On Tues-
day, Austin contestants in
the Fifth Annual H-E-B Slim
Down Showdown weight
loss competition will be
treated to a complete
makeover of their pantries
during an in-store shopping
tour led by H-E-B Registered
Dietitians.

Media are invited to
attend the tours and follow
their group of local contes-
tants through store aisles as
they learn tips and tricks for
shopping smarter and get-
ting on track to healthier
lifestyles. Each contestant

and the registered dietitian
will be available for inter-
views.

H-E-B selected a com-
bination of 30 H-E-B Part-
ners (employees) and cus-
tomers from around the
state to compete in the
Fifth Annual Slim Down
Showdown, giving them a
chance to win a $10,000
grand prize or a $5,000
“Health Hero” prize. The
contest began Jan. 17 with
an intensive, weeklong
wellness program in San
Antonio and will continue
for the next 14 weeks. An

additional 5 past contes-
tants were also chosen for
a “Second Chance” compe-
tition to get their health
back on track. 

Throughout their
wellness journey, contes-
tants will post blogs and vid-
eos chronicling their ups
and downs, recipes, and
tips about what’s working
for them. Anyone can fol-
low their journey by
v i s i t i n g  h e b . c o m /
slimdown.

In addition, anyone
can sign up online and do
the program right alongside

contestants in the free Slim
Down Showdown Chal-
lenge, a 10-week digital
toolkit with recipes, work-
outs, videos and a mobile
weight tracker. 

AUSTIN PANTRY
TOUR SCHEDULE
Tuesday, Jan. 27, 10

AM: Austin H-E-B @
14028 N. US Hwy 183

Contestants: Shay
Malcolm, Courtney

Combs, Doug Macis,
Darralyn Johnson,  and

Terra Gauvain 

Austin Housing
Authority

Chairman and
Affordable

Housing Leader
Carl S. Richie
Jr. Announces

Run for
NAHRO Senior
Vice President

Carl S. Richie Jr.

The move positions
Richie to serve as
NAHRO president

in two years
See HACA, page 3

America’s last
hope in the
Australian

Open
     The first Major Tennis
Tournament is the Australian
Open.  When the tournament
started most of America’s
hopes hinged on the
Women’s side.  We have not
had a top Men’s player since
Andy Roddick retired a
couple of year ago.
     We have all placed our
money on Venus and Serena
Williams for the last fifteen
years. And when Venus
became ill a couple of years
ago, the pressure fell on
Serena to hold up the trophy
of the tournament. And while
she faltered at times, she
finished the year as the No.
1 Woman Player in the
world.
     This year, Serena got a
little help. Not only did
Venus return stronger than
ever, they were joined by
three other African American
players. Those players were
Sloane Stephens, Taylor
Townsend and new comer
Madison Keys. And as we
enter the final week of play
and the quarter-finals, three
of them are still standing.
Keys  joined Venus and
Serena in that group. The
upcoming match will feature
Venus and  Keys against
each other. Serena is in the
other side of the draw.
     It is expected that two of
the three will oppose each
other for the championship.
And while most expect it to
be Serena and Venus, they
all still have a lot of work to
do.
     Serena is trying to
become the woman to win
the most championships in
history.  She is now only  four
tournaments short of that
goal.  She will be trying to
accomplish that status during
this tournament season.
     The Williams sisters have
always garnered a lot of
attention during their time on
the tour.  And as they both
near the end of their careers
(they are both in their 30’s),
we are all pulling for Serena
to reach her goal.
     Now if we could do
something on the men’s side
of  the isle, American Tennis
would be back in the picture.

CASA safeguards
victimized children.
See VOLUNTEER

Page 7

Texas coalition preps
generation migrants
for civic leadership.

See IACT
Page 6

Coca Cola honors
self empowered

mothers and teens.
See HARVEY

Page 2
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very hard to accom-
plish this goal,” said Gus
Garcia Young Men’s Lead-
ership Academy Principal
Sterlin McGruder. “Atten-
dance is very important for
our mission of educating
our students and setting
them up for success.”

Get Schooled Foun-
dation sponsored the chal-
lenge in districts through-
out the country during fall
2014. Partnering with local
school districts and orga-

nizations such as E3 Alli-
ance, the challenge pro-
vided incentives and fun,
educational activities that
engaged students. The
challenge also provided
college planning informa-
tion and promoting a peer
culture that supports at-
tendance improvement
and academic success.

Each year, Central
Texas students are absent
2.4 million school days.
Each day a student is ab-

sent from class costs the
district about $38 in state
revenue. Across Central
Texas, schools have been
losing more than $91 mil-
lion a year. To combat this
challenge, E3 Alliance
spearheaded a regional
campaign to improve at-
tendance starting in 2011.
Since the start of the cam-
paign, Central Texas
schools have saved more
than $20 million because
of improved attendance.

Across Central Texas, schools have
been losing more than $91 million a
year in state revenue continued from page 1

Harvey at a ceremony to receive a star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame, May 2013.

COCA-COLA AND STEVE HARVEY PARTNER TO MOTIVATE MOMS AND
TEENS THROUGH THE NEW COCA-COLA PAY IT FORWARD ACADEMY

(BLACK PR WIRE) —
ATLANTA, GA. – The Coca-
Cola Pay It Forward pro-
gram returns with a stron-
ger focus on African
American moms and their
impact on the academic
success of their teens.
Building on the initiative’s
accomplishments, the
2015 program will offer up
to 20 winners each a
$5,000 scholarship and an
invitation to the all-new
Coca-Cola Pay It Forward
Academy. Aligning with
his commitment to teen
mentoring, Steve Harvey
returns as the program’s
celebrity ambassador. He
will help launch and co-
host the 2015 Coca-Cola
Pay It Forward Academy, a
three-day mentoring and
education preparation ex-
perience for the winners

and their moms/legal
guardians. The Academy
will take place in Atlanta,
July 24 – 26. “Having a
mentor as a young man
played a pivotal part in my
success,” said Harvey. “In
the African American com-
munity, moms take on the
same role. Their involve-
ment has a crucial impact
on the development of
their teenagers. Through
the Coca-Cola Pay It For-
ward Academy, we can in-
fluence the lives of some
truly deserving teens,
while supporting and em-
powering their mothers.”
The Coca-Cola Pay It For-
ward Academy is designed
to share valuable re-
sources to help empower
moms as they prepare
their teens for higher edu-
cation. During the Acad-

emy, the winners will be
exposed to custom expe-
riences that will help build
their confidence to pursue
academic success. The
Coca-Cola Pay It Forward
Academy will engage
them on relevant topics
like personal branding, pre-
paring for higher educa-
tion and selecting a career

path. Additionally, there
will be a track for moms
focusing on areas includ-
ing college financial
preparation, self-empow-
erment and study skill sup-
port for their teens. -more-
Classified - Unclassified 2

“Since 2012, the Coca-
Cola Pay It Forward program
has offered African Ameri-

can teens and their moms
valuable resources to help
them pursue their personal
and educational aspira-
tions,” said Lauventria
Robinson, Vice President,
Multicultural Marketing,
Coca-Cola North America.
“We’ve partnered with
Steve Harvey again because
his strong commitment to
mentoring and education
continues to be an inspira-
tion.”

Now through March
31, parents, relatives,
friends and mentors may
nominate an aspiring teen
for the Coca-Cola Pay It
Forward program by visit-
ing www.coke.com/
payitforward. The program
is open to high school stu-
dents, grades 9-12 (nomi-
nees must be 13 by May
1, 2015), and the moms/

guardians who love and
support their academic
and community endeavors.
Nominators must be 13
years of age or older. Eli-
gible high school teens
may also nominate them-
selves. Winners will be
selected and contacted
near the end of May. Each
winning student will receive
a $5,000 scholarship to as-
sist with his/her pursuit of
higher education. In addi-
tion, each winning teen will
receive a trip from their
hometown for them and
their mom/legal guardian to
attend the Coca-Cola Pay It
Forward Academy July 24-
26 in Atlanta, GA. Winners
will be required to arrive on
July 23, 2015 in order to par-
ticipate in orientation activi-
ties prior to the Coca-Cola
Pay It Forward Academy.

SIGMA GAMMA RHO
HOSTS YOUTH

SYMPOSIUM

“Building
Partnerships to

Support Our Youth”

Austin, TX – The la-
dies of the Alpha Kappa
Sigma Alumnae Chapter of
Sigma Gamma Rho Soror-
ity, Inc. will host the 18th

Annual Youth Symposium
– “Building Partnerships to
Support Our Youth.” The
goal is to demonstrate
that when we work to-

gether, we create a strong
“community village” posi-
tioned to support our
young people. Male and
female youth are invited,
but some topics will spe-
cifically focus on young
girls, ages 13 – 17.

This community ser-
vice event will be held on
March 14, 2015 at Carver
Branch Library at 12:00 -
2:00 PM. The Alpha Kappa
Sigma Alumnae Chapter is
partnering with commu-
nity organizations to make
this an informative and fun

event.
Chapters nationwide

will host the symposium on
Saturday, March 14, 2015,
as a unified effort to sup-
port youth. “Members of
Sigma Gamma Rho believe
in encouraging and
mentoring youth. We are
proud to sponsor this an-
nual initiative. It is impor-
tant to work with commu-
nity partners to develop
young people in all facets
of their lives, education-
ally, socially and emotion-
ally. Sigma Gamma Rho

Sorority knows that the
youth are our future; we
must prepare them so that
they can lead the way,”
said Bonita M. Herring,
23rd International Presi-
dent of Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority.

Everyday
Behaviors
Put Texans at
Greater Risk
of Tax ID Theft

To coincide with
Tax Identity Theft
Awareness Week, the
AARP Fraud Watch
Network is launching
an education effort to
help people protect
themselves from tax
scams, releasing a new
video, a tip sheet and
encouraging people to
take advantage of
AARP’s free tax prepa-
ration services.

Many taxpayers are
putting themselves at
greater risk of tax iden-
tity theft, according to a
recent national study
(bit.ly/1yWrOYM) re-
leased by the AARP
Fraud Watch Network
in conjunction with the
education campaign to
help prevent scammers
from stealing Texans
hard-earned money.

According to the
Federal Trade Commis-
sion (http://1.usa.gov/
1ynuOrX), Texas ranks

eighth in ID theft com-
plaints.  In this identity
theft scheme, scammers
electronically file a tax
return under someone
else’s name to collect
their tax refund.  All
they need is a birthdate
and Social Security
number, and many tax-
payers make their per-
sonal information easy
pickings by: - Failing to
lock their mailbox.  Al-
most six in ten (59%)
Americans do not regu-
larly lock their mailbox,
which leaves them
open to a criminal steal-
ing bills, tax forms and
other documents that
contain personal infor-
mation. - Leaving valu-
ables exposed:  Over
half (54%) of Americans
18-49 have left at least
one valuable personal
item in their car in the
last week (e.g., a purse/
wallet, paystub, laptop,
etc.) that could be used
to steal their identity. -
Failing to destroy per-
sonal information:
More than one in five
(21%) Americans say
they never shred any of
the personal documents
that could be used to
steal their identity.

Tips on how to pro-
tect yourself and your
family from tax identity
theft include: - Mail tax
returns as early in the
tax season as possible
before the cons beat you
to it. - Don’t give out
personal information
unless you know who’s
asking for it and why
they need it. - Shred per-
sonal and financial
documents. - Know
your tax preparer.

Texans are also en-
couraged to visit
aarp.org/taxaide (1-
888-227-7669) for infor-
mation about AARP
Foundation Tax Aide,
the nation’s largest free,
volunteer-run tax
preparation program.
Each tax season, Tax
Aide helps millions of
low- to moderate-in-
come taxpayers – espe-
cially those 60 and older
– get the credits and de-
ductions they deserve.

For these and other
fraud prevention tips,
visit aarp.org/
fraudwatchnetwork. For
additional help, contact
the IRS Identity Protec-
tion Specialized Unit at
800-908-4490 and visit
irs.gov/identitytheft.

“Texas Ranks Eighth In
ID Theft Complaints”

http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/CENTRALHEALTH-0035-VILLAGER-Ad.pdf


CHURCH & TOWN BULLETIN

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723

Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Site-

stpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.
      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

DOUBLE

 GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

We Want YOU!
Advertise With The

VILLAGER

We Want YOU!
Advertise With The

VILLAGER

Sunday Services

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Richie Jr. of HACA Announces Candidacy for Senior V.P. of NAHRO

AUSTIN, TEXAS –
Carl S. Richie Jr., chairman
of the Housing Authority
of the City of Austin
(HACA) and a longtime af-
fordable housing industry
leader, today (Jan. 23) an-
nounced his candidacy for
senior vice president of
the National Association
of Housing and Redevel-
opment Officials
(NAHRO). The election
will be held in October.

“I am running for
NAHRO senior vice presi-
dent to help improve the
lives of residents who de-
pend on public and afford-
able housing throughout
the United States,” Richie
said. “As a former public
housing resident, I under-
stand and know firsthand
the challenges of poverty
and lack of opportunity.
That is why I care so
deeply about NAHRO and
our industry, and about
cultivating partnerships
that inspire self reliance
and hope.”

NAHRO is the
nation’s largest associa-
tion representing public
housing authorities, as
well as housing develop-
ment and other community
organizations. If elected,
Richie would serve a two-
year term as senior vice
president before an ex-
pected run for president of
the organization. He
would also be the first pub-
lic housing authority com-
missioner to serve in the
role.

Richie has served as
chairman of HACA’s Board
of Commissioners since
2013. He was initially ap-
pointed to the board in
1997 by former Austin

From page 1

Mayor Kirk Watson. Within
two years of his appoint-
ment, Richie helped turn
HACA from a troubled
agency to a high-perform-
ing agency. HACA has been
designated a high per-
forming agency by HUD
for the past 14 years.

Richie has extensive
service with NAHRO, in-
cluding serving on the na-
tional Board of Governors,
and in leading conferences
and workshops on ethics,
agency operations and
management. Richie cur-
rently serves as the na-
tional board’s parliamen-
tarian.

“Carl has been a
leader and visionary in the
housing industry for two
decades,” said HACA
President and CEO
Michael Gerber. “He has
worked tirelessly to im-
prove the lives of public
housing residents – par-
ticularly through opportu-
nities in education and job-
skills training – and he has
served the industry with
creativity and distinction.”

Richie is a two-time
recipient of the Texas
NAHRO Commissioner of
the Year Award, Southwest
NAHRO Regional Council
Public Service Award, as
well as the NAHRO Eliza-
beth B. Wells Memorial
Award, which recognizes
commissioners for excel-
lence in advocacy for
housing and community
development programs.

Richie was recently
the 21st inductee to the
prestigious NAHRO Fel-
lows Program. As a dedi-
cated public servant, much
of Richie’s career has fo-
cused on developing and

protecting programs and
services for Austin’s most
vulnerable.

Richie also provides
strategic counseling to
housing authorities and
mentoring to public hous-
ing commissioners. Pro-
fessionally, Richie repre-
sents some of the nation’s
leading companies on
public policy issues before
the Texas Legislature
through his legal practice.
He previously served as a
deputy chief of staff to
former Texas Gov. Ann
Richards and was the first
executive director of the
Texas Ethics Commission.

“Carl has set the bar
high for excellence in
housing and he has a de-
tailed understanding of
complex programs and
operations,” said Larry
Hopkins, president, SW
NAHRO Regional Council.
“Carl’s years of experi-
ence have been invaluable
to mentoring and guiding

so many of us in the pub-
lic housing industry. He’s
one of the most caring and
compassionate people I
know.”

Richie helped rewrite
the industry’s handbook for
public housing board
members, “The
Commissioner’s Handbook
on Public Housing.” He
also has chaired a NAHRO
standing committee. In
addition, Richie earned his
NAHRO Commissioner
Certification from NAHRO.

“As a kid, Carl lived in
public housing, and he
knows the difference
stable housing can make in
a person’s life,” noted
Wayne Pollard, president,
Texas Chapter of NAHRO.
“Carl has worked to ensure
that every public housing
resident has educational
and job training opportu-
nities – and the partner-
ship he has worked to cre-
ate in Austin have been
truly transformative.”

Richie Jr.

Olivet Baptist Church Pastor’s Appreciation Celebration ~ February 8, 2015
The Olivet Baptist Church will have an ap-

preciation celebration for their Pastor Edward
Fleming, Sr.  There will be two services for this
joyous occasion.  The theme:  “Our Pastor-Leader-
Teacher and Friend” The scripture for this celebra-
tion is Hebrews 13:17: New American Standard
Bible (NASB): Obey your leaders and submit to
them, for they keep watch over your souls as those
who will give an account. [a]Let them do this with
joy and not [b]with grief, for this would be unprof-
itable for you.

The speaker for the 10:15 a.m. celebration will
be Olivet’s own Minister James Smith and the
4:00p.m guest speaker will be Minister Dr. Mack
T. Flemmings from Freedom Missionary Baptist
Church, Dallas, Texas.

Activities for this appreciation celebration in-
clude:

Saturday, February 7, 2015 - A day of golf with
Pastor Edward Fleming, Sr. at Morris Williams

Golf Course; A 10:00am “Tee” time for18 holes of
golf.  At 5:30pm will include dinner with Pastor
Fleming at the County Line on the Lake, 5204
Ranch Road 2222, Austin, TX.

Also, for our First Lady Diane Fleming on
Saturday, February 7, 2015 the women will dine
with her at Mr. Catfish Restaurant, 1144 Airport
Blvd, Austin, Texas at 12 noon.

Please come out and join us in celebrating this
appreciation celebration.  If you have any questions,
please contact our church secretary Brenda Johnson
at 512-478-7023.  Thank you and God bless you!



YOUTH BRIGADE
Youth of Today

Hope of Tomorrow Black RegistryBlack RegistryBlack RegistryBlack RegistryBlack Registry

Page 4 ~ January 30, 2015/THE VILLAGER                                                                                                                www.theaustinvillager.com

I am so happy we are
FINALLY DONE with our fi-
nals .  Studying for all
classes finals was a

Final Exams

Lanette Demps
Del Valle High School

struggle but i managed to
do it and i passed all my
finals except Spanish. I
was so close to passing
but i guess i didn’t study
hard enough. I  have
worked too hard to just
stop where i am now. I am
going to continue to study
for Spanish so i can suc-
ceed on my next final . I
believe if i didnt take the
time out of my day to
study i  wouldn’t have
passed, So i am happy i
was being lazy and i de-
cided to study .  Trust
studying will help you.

The MLK March

The Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. (MLK) march is a
event where people of all
races come together and
have a walk to honor MLK.
At the march people talked
about how important edu-
cation is. Then the Austin
Area Heritage Council
started it. At the end of the
march people had food and
entertainment for your par-
ticipation in the march.

Dr. Martin Luther King

Averill Topps
O. Henry Middle School

was an American pacifist,
activist, humanitarian, and
the leader of the Civil Rights
Movement. Martin Luther
King led the Montgomery
Bus Boycott. He is most fa-
mous for his “I Have A
Dream” speech that he
made during the March on
Washington on August 28,
1963. It was a rally for jobs
and freedom. On October
14 Martin Luther King won
the Nobel Peace Prize for
combating racial inequality.
He was assassinated on
April 4, 1968, during his Poor
Peoples Campaign by a de-
ranged person.

This is what I learned
form the march and from
studying. I now know why
we take place in this march
every single year. Well,
that’s all for today. Until
next time... Go O.Henry
Mustangs!!

Zachariah Washington
Cedars Academy

Industrial Revolution

In Social Studies our
teacher Ms. Hendricks is this
week taught us about the
Industrial Revolution. I re-
ally liked the subject be-
cause we learn about ma-
chines, there inventors and
the reason why they im-
pacted the United States.
Another reason why I liked
the subject was because I
love social Studies and
learning about the Presi-

dents and important
people in History.

One of the machines
that we learned about was
the Telegraph made by
Samuel Morse and that it
impacted the United States
by making it Easier and
Quicker to Communicate
with people acroos the
country. We also learned
about Samuel Slater who
had and made the first fac-
tory in the United States.
There is many more but the
last Important one was the
Cotton Gin made by Eli
Whitney and impacted the
United States by making it
easier to seperate the Cot-
ton from the seeds.

I think that its
impportant that people
know about the Industrail
Revolution because this is
what changed the United
States completely and this
is the stuff that makes it
easier to live today.

The MLK March

This past Monday,
January 19th, the people of
Austin and other cities,
showed their support of
Martin Luther King, Jr. by

Jarian Galloway
Harmony Academy

walking 3 miles. The route
went from the MLK Jr. statue
on the campus of UT to the
campus of Huston-Tillotson
University.

While the program
started earlier and the walk
was longer than usual,
those of us who partici-
pated had a nice time asso-
ciating with other people in
the community. Many pro-
grams and companies pro-
moted their companies and
made their debut. I don’t
know about other people of
Austin, but me being less
physically conditioned than
I used to be, I am still
slightly sore.

The Weekend

Kevin Parish
Park Crest M.S.
When Chr is tmas

came I got a basketball
goa l .  We are  just  now
bui ld ing  i t  because  of
the bad weather that has
been going on lately. We
started  putt ing  i t  to-

gether  Saturday after-
noon.  When we were
half  way done with my
basketball goal I went to
my best friend’s house.
All we did there was play
v ideo games.  There  i s
this  one game that we
played; it is called foot-
ball basketball.

In this game you can
tackle your opponent so
they won’t get the point,
it  was pretty fun. Last
week we lost our basket-
ball game against Forbes
Middle School but I ’m
pretty sure we can win the
next game against Benold
Middle School. Go Pumas!

MLK

Martin Luther king was
a Baptist and social activist
who led the civil rights
movement in the United
States from the mid-1950s
through his death by an as-

Aubri Allen-Brent
Del Valle High School

sassination. Martin Luther’s
name was originally
Michael. Martin’s father was
named Michael king. Martin
Luther King Day celebrates
the life and legacy of a man
who brought hope and
healing to America. Martin
Luther king marched for his
rights. In the movie Selma
martin was treated really
badly and so where black
people. The movie Selma
made be thankful for what I
have & all the freedoms I
have. If It wasn’t for Mr. King
a lot of things would be dif-
ferent. Until next time Goo
Cards!!

On Friday, January 23,
the world famous Harlem
Globetrotters came to the
Frank Erwin Center in Aus-
tin, Texas. The arena was full
people of all ages. Before
tipoff, children were wear-
ing their Globetrotters jer-
seys and asking their par-
ents when the game would
start. When the
Globetrotters finally came
onto the court, the stadium
screamed with excitement.

The Harlem
Globetrotters have been
around for 89 years. When
the franchise was estab-
lished in 1926, the team was

Ira “T.J.” Williams
Ridgeview M. S.

Harlem Globetrotters
composed of all African-
American men. The tradi-
tion went on until 1985
when Lynette Woodard be-
came the first woman to
play with the Globetrotters.
After Woodard, nine other
women have played with
the Globetrotters, includ-
ing the current player, “T-
time” Brawner.

The Harlem
Globetrotters are known for
their crazy shots, outra-
geous dunks, and their
“Magic Circle” warm-up
routine. But the
Globetrotters are also
known for their nicknames,
which are based off of the
player ’s personality or
physical features. A few ex-
amples are Hi-Lite, Cheese,
Ant, Hammer, and not to
mention Big Easy.

The Harlem
Globetrotters have inspired
millions of people around
the world and are striving to
entertain all ages every
time they play. I enjoyed
watching them play as a
basketball fan and as a
young African-American
man.

Catching Up

How’s it going? I’m
sorry I missed the MLK
march, I know it was lots of
fun. But I have been so busy

Erika Lipscomb
Manor Elementary

with school. This week, I am
working on a Science
project. Last week, we had
our first school assembly
for the new year. Our grade,
the 5th grade, won first
place for the most atten-
dance and every 5 th grade
teacher got a spirit stick. My
class won second place for
perfect attendance with
98%. We were so excited to
win. Hopefully, i will be able
to participate in some of the
activities in February to cel-
ebrate Black History month.
Well ,got to go yall, see you
guys later!

Saturday morning
8:00am, my mom and I woke
up, ate breakfast, dressed
and went to the Ann
Richards School for Young
Women Leaders. Once we
arrived at the school we
went in to the cafeteria were
Principal Goka talked about
the school and some of the
girls who attended it. While

I Passed

I passed my first se-
mester of my senior year. I
knew I could do it. School
was kinda of getting to me

Imani Demps
Del Valle High School

those last couple of weeks.
But I pulled through and
passed. I have 18 weeks till
graduation. I’m ready for it
I have been waiting a long
time for this. I thought it
would never happened. I’m
going to try to finish this se-
mester stronger. I’m going
to give it my all its the least
I can do its my last year. Af-
ter this the real world kicks
in. I hope I’m ready for, hon-
estly that does not matter
because if I’m ready or not
it’s coming. I hope I have a
great week at school.

 SaNaya White
Cedars Int’l Academy

Ann Richards Open House
Principal Goka talked to the
parents a counselor took us
into the library and she
helped us start writing our
admission letters. I saw a
friend of mine who went to
my school a year ago. We
joined together to take a
tour of the school and I
loved it.

There was theatre
class which I want to join,
there was band, P.E, bio-
medical study, and a lot of
sports. I went in the bio-
medical room and I got to
hold a pig’s heart. There was
also a cat, pig brain, and cow
eyes! It was nasty but to be
a veterinarian I have to
study it. Once we were
done taking the tour. We got
in the car and I began to
write. I hope I get in to this
school it’s awesome!

@TheVillagerATX

TheVillagerAnd
BlackRegistryCompany
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Beware of Deer

Montrae Nelson
Riverplace Elementary

Wesley Dickerson
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Hello everyone, I live
on Ranch Road 2222 and
there are a lot of trees, grass,
and wildlife. I’ve even seen
a road runner and they really
are fast! This past week I no-
ticed after it rained I saw
more deer. They stand on the
side of the road and eat grass,
walk or run close to the road
and sometimes they will
even cross the street. I was
reading that deer collisions
can happen anytime of the
year and what you should do
when you are driving and
there are deer around. When

you are driving always be
aware of your surroundings.
There are deer crossing signs
to warn you and when it is
dark you can use your bright
lights to see the reflection of
deer eyes.

If you see a deer slow
down because there may be
more deer and if one crosses
the road others will follow.
Slow down when going
around curved roads an do
not slam on your brakes and
don’t swerve to avoid hitting
a deer because you could go
into another lane and cause
an accident. If you hit a deer
do not get out of your car to
check the deer or pull it off
of the road because it can
hurt you. If the deer is block-
ing the road then call law en-
forcement. In Texas if you hit
and kill a deer you can keep
it and if you don’t want it
then it will be donated.

 So always be careful
when you are driving be-
cause you never know what

might run out in front of you!

District DECA

For those of you that
have read a few of my previ-
ous articles, you most likely
know that I am a member of
my school’s DECA chapter.
DECA is a club for students who
are interested in business; in
DECA students compete in
competitions that relate to
modern business scenarios
where they have to analyze
situations and make quality
business decisions as well as
present this information in a
very professional manner. For
students with an interest in
business or have a business
mind DECA is a great organiza-
tion to be apart of.

  As for the actual compe-
titions, I was able to go to Cop-
peras Cove last Saturday and
take part in the District V DECA
competition that determined
whether or not you would com-
pete at the state level.  Al-
though my district competition
did not start off very well. I had
to wake up at four in the morn-

ing to catch the bus even
though it turned out that the
bus would arrive late. After
getting on the bus and attempt-
ing to sleep we found out that
our chapter had missed open-
ing ceremonies, which wasn’t
a huge deal but it let us know
how late we really were. As we
neared the school where the
competition was being held
our club sponsor was saying
the names of who would be
competing as soon as we ar-
rived. As I hoped and prayed
that my partner and I would not
go first, our club sponsor said
our names.

  Our event went fairly
well, our presentation could
have been better, but we an-
swered the Judge’s Questions
very well. After we competed
we waited in the school’s caf-
eteria, ate lunch, and relaxed
until the award ceremony in
the school auditorium. To give
a little context my partner and
I were not able to move onto
the state round last year, so we
were pretty anxious to get our
results. When my event was
called I closed my eyes, said a
quick prayer and then opened
my eyes to see my name as well
as my partner’s name on the
auditorium projector. We were
awarded a plaque that read
Texas District Winner. Being a
district winner means that you
get to move on to the Texas
state competition in Dallas, and
having this knowledge made
the bus ride home much more

pleasant.

Latrice Lipscomb
Manor High School

Going Places

The W.A.M.M Nation
Drumline has done noth-
ing less but excel over the
years. With the hard work-
ing instructors, Mr. Joshua
Rodgers and Mr. Curtis
Randall,  along with the
growing talent of their
students, this organiza-
tion has achieved a lot of
goals.

I ’m proud to an-
nounce that W.A.M.M Na-
tion Drumline has been in-
vited to go to North Caro-
lina for a huge drummers
event! This would go down
as the biggest achieve-
ment by far! However,
with our dedication, it ’s
not to long before another
one comes. This wonder-
ful team of achievers is
going places and it ’s no
telling where they’re go-
ing next.

It ’s really rewarding
to be able to say that
we’ve had big accomplish-
ments. However, accom-
plishments take hard
work. My motto is, “The
bigger your accomplish-
ments are, the harder you
worked.” So let ’s see
where hard work takes
W.A.M.M Nation Drumline
next!

Hi Readers,
This past week has

been so special. My ‘True
Love Waits’ Commitment
Ceremony was this past Sat-
urday. I am so glad my family
and friends came together
and made this happen for
me. It was a party celebrat-
ing my 16th birthday and my
promise to myself, family,
friends, and future to be ab-
stinent until biblical mar-

Whitney Brown
S. F. Austin H. S.

riage. I am grateful for the op-
portunity to be growing in
and through Christ in the be-
coming of a young lady. First
i was confused as to weather
I would make this vow but
learning more about I con-
cluded that God wasnt asking
me a question. This wasn’t a
decision he asked me to
make. It was more of a rule.

A role that he has set for
me to play and the only rea-
son I was confused was be-
cause I had not seen many
example of it being fol-
lowed. Staying abstinent be-
fore marriage isn’t an expec-
tation from God. It’s a direc-
tive. Something I will do.
“Flee also youthful lusts: but
follow righteousness, faith,
love and peace, along with
those who call on the Lord
out of a pure heart.” 2 Timo-
thy 2:22 (KJV)

College Exam

All Juniors in
Pflugerville ISD will take the
ACT on April 29th at
Hendrickson. The district will
pay for the college entrance
exam. No registration is nec-
essary. Hendrickson High
hosted a regional Science
Olympiad tournament last
week. A record 54 students
made All-District, All-Region
or All-State band this year.
This is a record for our band.
Making it to state were Lo-
gan Seaton and Kayvon
Khosrowpour, both on clari-
net. The swim team district

Alon Rodgers
Hendrickson H. S.

meet resulted in some ad-
vancing to regionals. Jacob
Overheim was 3rd in the Dis-
trict in the 200 and 1st in 500
freestyle. Hannah Rowley
was 3rd i the 100 freestyle
and 1st in the 100 backstroke.

The Senior Prom Fash-
ion Show is scheduled for
February 19 in the Perform-
ing Arts Center. UIL academic
team was in in San Antonio
for a meet Saturday: Ileana
Perez–2nd place in Feature
Writing (this was her first
meet,) Kayla Meadows–3rd
place in Feature Writing,
6th place in Editorial, and
5th in Headline, Kylie
Ruffino–3rd place in Edito-
rial and 6th place in Head-
line. Hannah Perkins–6th
place in Ready Writing and
Lindsey Robinson–10th
place in Literary Criticism.
The theater department
produced “Les Miserables.”
Directors Nicole Malone,
Mike Fisher, Linda Hester,
and Eddie Lopez continue
to produce the best possible
production.

My ‘True Love Waits’

Things Are Looking Up

This week at school, the
Reagan Raider’s basketball
team just keeps winning in a

Zyon Hill
Reagan High School

year that I think will be one for
the books.  The freshman and
junior varsity teams have only
lost two games this season and
the varsity team has only lost
one game.  Way to go guys,
keep up the good work.

In my journalism class,
we had to sort pictures and
then deliver them to different
people throughout the cam-
pus.  Sorting those pictures was
one of the hardest things to do
in my opinion, but it comes

with the territory.

Kealing Hornets are on Point

This week at school
we had to take several test,
they were pretty easy so I
think I passed most of
them.  The highlight of the
week was our basketball
teams, both teams remain
undefeated and I could not
be as proud of them as I am
right now.

Aaron Williams
Kealing M.S.

The “B” team had a
game and they did okay,
they started the game off
really well, but after half
time, they had stopped
making points.  The other
team caught up but the hor-
nets still won the game.  Our
“A” team took the game and
ran with it the final score
was 78-39 keep it up hor-
nets.

Happy
Birthday

Unfortunately, I do not
have too much to report about
school this week because I was
out sick until Friday.  The only
thing I did at school on Friday
was go to different classes try-
ing to get any work that I may
have missed when I was out
sick.  When I had a free class, I

De’Ja Hill
Lamar Middle School

went to get some tutoring for
one of my classes.

Sunday is my nephew,
Josiah’s birthday and I cannot
wait to see him.  Tuesday is my
brother, Desmond’s birthday
and I hope he has something
fun planned.  He is also getting
married on Valentine’s Day and
I cannot wait for that day, I think
I am just excited as they are.
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Rep. Dawnna Dukes

On January 24, Tex-
ans once again fought
over the issue of Pro-life
vs Pro Choice. Moreover,
the abortion debate is a
very diverse issue in
which both pro-choice
and pro-life have the de-
sire to maintain their po-
sitions and rights. About
41 years ago, the Su-
preme Court’s decision in
the Roe vs. Wade case
would forever change the

Texans Voice Pro-life vs Pro-Choice

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

social debate of abortion
in the United States and
of Texas. The Supreme
Court 7 - 2 votes in the
Roe vs. Wade decision
would make abortion le-
gal. Furthermore, the Roe
vs. Wade decision still
plays a prominent role in
our political, religious,
and social life. For some,
Roe vs. Wade marked the
empowerment of women
and for some it marked a
“social decline” of soci-
ety.

In this debate, some
have chosen to fight to
keep abortion legal; while
some have fought to ban
abortion. Moreover, both
sides (pro-choice and
pro-life) are very passion-
ate about their position
regarding abortion. For
instance, the pro-choice
believe that the woman
has a choice is choosing

an abortion due to health
issues surrounding the
pregnancy; and also due
to economic issues sur-

rounding their environ-
ment. On the other hand,
the pro-life believe that
a “human life starts at

conception and therefore
they compare it to mur-
der.” Moreover, this de-
bate will forever remain

contentious.
In Central Texas

both the pro-life commu-
nity marked the com-
memoration of the Roe
vs. Wade decision by hav-
ing a march to the
Southside of the Texas
State Capitol building.
After walking several
blocks in downtown Aus-
tin, they stopped at the
Capitol’s ground to listen
to various speakers.
Some of the speakers at
the event included Cecilia
Abbott (wife of the
Texas’ Governor) and
George P. Bush (Texas
Land Commissioner).

On the other hand,
the pro-choice held their
rally on the North Side of
the Texas State Capitol.
Some of the speakers in-
cluded Dawnna Dukes
Texas’ House Represen-
tative 46 (from downtown
Austin) and State Repre-
sentative Jessica Farrar
of Houston Texas.

Yvonne Massey Davis and Krissy O’Brian protest at the Pro Choice rally.
Photo courtesy of Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Central
Texas

Celebrate
2nd

Annual
IACT

Republic
Day

On January 24th, the
Indian American Commu-
nity of Central Texas held

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon (Left to Right) Sayu Bhojwani (speaker at the Indian

American Coalition of Central Texas) and Sonia
Kotecha (community activist and board member of the
Indian American Coalition of Central Texas). Photo
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

their 2nd Republic Day.
According to the Indian
American Coalition of
Texas (IACT), there were
over 300 people at this
event. In other words,
they had sold out their
tickets for the event. At
this event there were nu-
merous dignitaries in-
cluding Austin’s Mayor,
Steve Adler. Furthermore
the event was very well
organized and had a
pleasant tone to it. In
addition, the attendees
had the opportunity to
see various Indian Ameri-
can groups perform.

The event featured a
keynote speaker, Sayu
Bhojwani the President
and Founder of The New
American Leaders
Project. Furthermore the
New American Leaders

Project “ is the only na-
tional organization spe-
cifically focused on pre-
paring first and second-
generation immigrants
for civic leadership. For
that work, she has been
recognized by the Case
Foundation as a “fear-
less  change maker ”,
honored by  C i t izens
Union of New York, and
awarded the BMW
Foundat ion’s  Young
Leaders Award in 2013.”
In addition, Bhojwani
was appointed by
former New York Mayor
Michael Blommberg to
serve as New York City’s
first Commissioner of
Immigrant  Affa i rs
(2002-2004).

While the Indian
American community of
Central Texans cel-

ebrated; President
Obama made a presiden-
tial visit to India to also
mark the Republic Day.
Moreover, India is a very
key and strategic partner
of the United States. The
U.S conducts trade and
also military training with
the nation fo India. Here
in the U.S thousands of
Indian Americans voted
to re-elect President
Obama. In addition, the
Indian Americans in Cen-
tral Texas make up one of
the largest segments of
the Asian American popu-
lation.

According to
Diaspora Vote, it is im-
portant for various
Diaspora communities to
come together in order to
have a “greater voice” in
Central Texas.
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Nigeria Presidential Election Set for Valentine’s Day

On February 14th, Ni-
geria will be holding a
Democratic presidential
election in which 14 can-
didates will seek to win
the highest seat in the
land. Among the 14 candi-
dates, the race features
the incumbent President
Johnathan Goodluck who

will seek to retain his seat
for his last term. Moreover,
the strongest candidate
against President
Jonathan Goodluck is the
former General Buhari.
Just recently, Secretary of
State John Kerry made a
stop in Nigeria to support
a free and fair election in
Nigeria. Moreover, Nigeria
is one of America’s impor-
tant trade partners. Ac-

cording to statistics, “Ni-
geria exported 1.45 million
barrels per day to the
United States.” Therefore,
a peaceful and stable Ni-
geria means lower gas
prices in the United States.

Nigeria is currently
Africa’s most populated
nation with a variety of
ethnic groups. Nigeria’s
population stands at 152
million with over 30 differ-

ent ethnic groups. The
largest ethnic groups
found in Nigeria include
Yoruba, Hausa, and Ibo.
For instance, the Hausa-
Fulani group comprises
29%; Yoruba makes up
21%; while Ibo makes 18%
of the population. How-
ever, Nigeria is also com-
prised of smaller ethnic
groups, such as Edo, Ijaw,
Ibibio, Nupe, Idoma, Tiv,
Igala, Junkun, Pyem, and
Koyar. Not only does Nige-
ria have different ethnic
groups, it also has people
of various religious
groups. At times, Nigeria’s

great diversity has been a
source of tension and vio-
lence.

In the past years, Ni-
geria has been plagued
with terrorism acts and
also fighting among vari-
ous ethnic groups. For in-
stance, Nigeria has seen
terrorist acts from radical
Islamic groups who have
targeted government
buildings but also has
“soft” targets like public
gatherings and churches.
In recent times, Boko
Haram has kidnapped 200
school girls which brought
a spotlight to the “bar-

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon baric” acts being commit-

ted by this radical Islamic
group. Currently, the Nige-
rian government has had
a hard time trying to con-
tain the radical Islamic
group due to the lack of
equipment or training. Ac-
cording to the experts, if
the Nigerian government
fails to destroy this group,
then it may cause serious
unity among Nigerians.

In addition to ethnic
and religious issues, Nige-
ria has seen an Ebola
scare. In Nigeria, the Ebola
scare started when a trav-
eler who was already in-
fected and flew into the
country. At the time, the
health staff did not know
that this person was in-
fected with the disease
and thus it began to
spread among health
workers. However, the Ni-
gerian government was
able to identify the sick-
ness at an early stage and
thus has been able to con-
tain the disease. In Nige-
ria, only 19 people died
from the Ebola virus, which
makes it the lowest count
of death compared to
Liberia, Sierra Leone, and
Guinea.

Nigeria President Jonathan Goodluck
is seeking re-election.

http://www.theaustinvillager.com/pdfs/Misc/TX41191_VILL_EOG_AFAM_0130.pdf
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City of Austin
Purchasing Office

EMPLOYMENT / PROPOSALS
PUBLIC

INFORMATION
FOR SALE / FOR RENT / BIDS

MISCELLANEOUS

The City of Austin Purchasing Office invites
you to view current bid solicitations at https://
www.c i . au s t i n . t x . u s / f i nanceon l ine /
vendor_connection/solicitation/solicitations.cfm.
Vendors are encouraged to register on-line in the
City’s Vendor Self Service System. Once your
company is registered, you will receive notifica-
tions about new bid opportunities.  For addi-
tional information regarding current bid opportu-
nities or Vendor Registration, please call the Pur-
chasing Office at 512-974-2500.

For information on the City of Austin’s Mi-
nority Owned and Women-Owned Procurement
Program and the certification process, please
contact the Small & Minority Business Resources
Department at 512-974-7600 or visit their website
at http://www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

City of Austin Featured Job
 Opportunities
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OPEN TESTING DAY  FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY
February 7, 2015 - Pre-Registration at 1:00 PM

Location:
Texas Department of Public Safety Training Academy

5805 N. Lamar Blvd, Austin, TX 78752
For details and minimum qualifications
Toll Free 1-866-TXTROOP (898-7667)

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A
TEXAS STATE TROOPER?

City of Austin Featured
 Job Opportunities

The City of Austin is currently seeking qualified
applicants for the following positions:

• 911 Call Taker Trainee- Multiple Positions
     Planner III or Planner Senior
• Victim Witness Counselor
• MuniProg, Service/Maint-Public Event Worker -
40 Part-Time Temporary Positions
• MuniProg, Service/Maint - Construction
Equipment Operator I
• Stores Specialist
• Dispatcher Technician- Temporary
• Public Health Program Specialist II
• Drainage Ops & Maint III
• Engineer A
•  Administrative Specialist

Please visit the City of Austin employment website
at www.austincityjobs.org to view requirements
and apply for these and other job opportunities.

We encourage you to check the employment
website often as new job opportunities are posted

daily. If you have any questions or need
assistance, please call 512-974-3210 or email us

at employment.services@austintexas.gov.
The City of Austin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

There are other firsts
for which the African-
American race can be
proud and use as ex-
amples of achievement
and overcoming of ob-
stacles. In what was once
a little sleepy town be-
tween Austin and Round
Rock there is another first
who has worked under the
radar for almost two de-
cades. That is the person
of Pflugerville Police Of-
ficer Makeba Lewis. He
said he is the first on both
sides of his family to take
the law enforcement ca-
reer track. He’s silently
moved up the ranks, gain-
ing more firsts and greater
responsibilities during his
chosen career.

Lewis became the
first full-time African-
American police officer in
Pflugerville in 1998. Since
then, he became the first
African-American detec-
tive (2006). He was pro-
moted to Sargeant in the
last few weeks, which
gives him another first.

The native of Dallas
moved to the Austin area
to attend what was then
Huston-Tillotson College.
He stated that he was
drawn to law enforcement
because he wanted to
help his fellow man. He
said he also wanted
something with stability
and something that could
provide him with a career.
He ended up on the police
force in what he described
as a bedroom community,
a German-based town.

The father of one
adult daughter recalled,
“They welcomed me with
open arms.”

In describing their
service to the neighbor-
hood, he stated, “We’re
very community-oriented.”
He went on to mention
that they respond to
someone whose car is

Sgt. Lewis became the first full-time African-American
police officer in Pflugerville in 1998      continued from page 1

locked and to missing dog
or pet in distress calls. He
said they also do traffic
control and handle felony
situations that arise

Part of the force’s
special unit, he became
leader of the Tactical
Squad Dynamic Entry
Team, where it is his duty
to plan raids. This group
does occasional felony
narcotics related search
warrants.

In his newest role as
Patrol Sargeant, he ex-
pressed that he is in
charge of five police offic-
ers, handles scheduling
and makes other law en-
forcement decisions.

His proudest moment
and his most sorrowful
times have been in his role
as a police officer. When
he delivered a baby girl in
a Geo Prism, he said he
stood tall. He reported that
he is still in touch with the
girl, who is now in high
school. He said he enjoys
interaction with people
and using law enforcement
to resolve some issues
that come up. As he details
the responsibilities that
fall on their shoulders, he
said police often serve as
therapists, priests, coun-
selors and parents. He
stated that they try to re-
solve conflicts and keep
the community and visitors
to Pflugerville safe.

The First Responder
status is important to
Lewis.  When 9/11 hap-
pened he recalled his re-
action. “It was a great
sense of sorrow.” He said
the losses trickled all the
way across the U.S. “It
changed law enforcement
as a whole,” he said. In
elaborating on that point
he added that the way
they prepare for their in-
teractions with people
changed, their training
changed, and even how

they approach the profes-
sion changed. He soberly
mentioned that one never
knows the lengths that
people will go to in order
to do harm to people in this
country simply because
we are the United States.
He recalled having similar
sorrow when the Space
Shuttle Challenger went
down.

He revealed that  the
police force in Pflugerville
do not use robots and are
talking about getting body
cameras. In terms of ve-
hicle cameras he stated,
“We have state-of-the-art
cameras all over the police
vehicles.”

His daughter is
proudly serving in the U.S.

Army. Lewis said he gives
some of his time as a men-
tor to youth by going to el-
ementary schools and
reading to the children. He
said he always had a pas-
sion for literacy, and de-
scribed himself as a lit-
eracy advocate.

In light of the sea-
sonal focus on Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.; Lewis re-
ferred to him as a trail-
blazer and mentor to the
nation of people who he
showed how to do things
differently. He credits the
fact that African-Ameri-
cans like himself have
achieved certain positions
as directly attributable to
Dr. King’s message to the
nation.

In his view, the na-
tion is ever-evolving and
ever-changing. “I look for-
ward to the future as to
how far we can go,” he
said.

Some of Dr. King’s
most quoted words from
his, “I Have a Dream”
speech was undoubtedly
on Lewis’ mind when he
made a final comment. In
the speech, King stated, “I
have a dream that my four

little children will one day
live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the
color of their skin, but by
the content of their char-
acter. I have a dream to-
day!”

As Lewis put it, he
believes that his children
and grandchildren can ac-
complish more because of
the man who had that
dream and spoke those
words.

Sgt. Makeba Lewis in a tactical training scenario.
Photographer Cynthia Ludwig

CASA
Volunteer

Info
Sessions
Coming

Up
Children in Need of

CASA Advocates
by Shirley A. Hammond

Villager Columnist

TRAVIS CO., -Children
are often without the voice
or skills to speak on their
own behalf and safeguard
their highest good and best
interests. That’s when
someone like a CASA of
Travis County volunteer can
help. As Callie Langford,
Director of Communication
of CASA of Travis County
explained, CASA speaks up
for children who’ve been
abused or neglected
through volunteers who

serve as advocates for them
in the court system. She
said, “There may be drug
abuse in the family, there
may be domestic violence.”
She added that poverty or
something in parents’ life
may make it hard for them
to parent a child or children
effectively. Langford said
when children have to be
removed, these volunteer
advocates can help make
sure that the optimum out-
come is achieved on their
behalf.

Langford clarified,
“We are not involved in tak-
ing people out of their
homes.” She said they do
not make decisions as to
who comes into CPS’s care.

Once a removal has hap-
pened the judge asks them
to step in. They do this by
placing a CASA volunteer on
the case.

Langford detailed
that a CASA volunteer is
trained for 39 hours on a
self-paced schedule after
completing an application
and interview. She stated
that they all have to un-
dergo a background/sex
offender registry check
and fingerprinting. “It’s a
really cool set up.” She
said volunteers are able to
train around their work
schedule and life de-
mands; which means they
can take a month or four
months to train.

Classes start three
times a month. “Anytime
you are ready to start train-
ing, you can start”, said
Langford.

Once assigned to a
child, they get to know the
child, get to know the par-
ents (if they are active and
in the picture), become ac-
quainted with relatives and
foster parents, teachers,
therapists and doctors.

People can attend
the CASA Volunteer infor-
mation sessions or get in-
formation off the website
www.casatravis.org/. The
next two CASA information
sessions are: Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 3rd - Lunch
11:30 am - 1:00 pm CASA
Training Room, 2nd
Floor,7701 N Lamar Blvd,
Austin 78752. Lunch pro-
vided by CASA. - Thursday,
February 19th -Carver
Branch – Austin Public Li-
brary 6:30 – 7:45 pm
Carver Branch – Austin
Public Library, Meeting
Room One, 1161 Angelina
St, Austin 78702. Light
snacks and refreshments
will be provided.
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PROGRAMS ~ AWARENESS

Dear Advertiser:

The oldest and most respected directory of African-Ameri-
can owned and managed businesses, the Black Registry (BR),
is now compiling ads and listings for 2015. An exhibition in the
BR is a proven asset to any advertiser.  The directory was first
published in 1971 and it remains a major resource for Minority
and Small businesses in Austin and the surrounding Central Texas
areas.

This directory is a platform for a diverse scale of enterprises
and organizations. In the BR, there is a place for everyone, so no
entity is too small! A supporting advertiser section for non-minor-
ity businesses is also included. This base of support enables us to
publish, distribute, and serve consumers and merchants in the
Greater Austin Metropolis.

Don’t delay, submit your application today!  Complete
the order form below and return it, along with your display adver-
tisement. Accepted forms of payment are: Cash, Check, Money
Order or Credit Card. Please make checks and money orders
payable to:

Black Registry Publishing Company
4132 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

The deadline to purchase space is February 15, 2015.  At
minimum, a 30% deposit is required to reserve your space.  If you
have any questions, please call 512-476-0082. You may email a
PDF copy of your ad to vil3202@aol.com or drop it off at the
above address.

The Black Registry Publishing Company
Telephone: (512) 476-0082      4132 E. 12th Street      Austin, Texas 78721

All photos - $5
Business listing - $30
1/8 page - $75
1/4 page - $125
1/2 page - $175
Full page - $300

Front inside cover - $500
Back inside cover - $500
Back cover - $750
Copy attached
Copy will be sent later
Have a slaesman call

Contact Numer Deposit 30%

Mailing Address Email

Business Phone

Name (Please Print)

Sincerely, Editor/Publisher

ZTP IS THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE:
AUDITION WORKSHOPS FOR HAIRSPRAY!

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Saturday,
February 21st

10:00AM-12:00PM
OR

2:00PM-4:00PM

♦♦♦♦♦ Lyndon B.
Johnson Early

College
High School

7309 Lazy Creek
Drive, Austin, TX

78724

♦♦♦♦♦ Registration is
required by

February 15th
to attend!

Free to all participants!
Join Hairspray’s creative team for a fun,

educational, and FREE workshop for
those new to the audition process as

well as seasoned musical theater
performers!

This two-hour workshop will be offered
twice, and each session will include

instruction on vocals, dancing/
choreography, and general audition

protocol.  Attendees will receive
immediate feedback and tips while

learning the dos and don’ts of auditions
and call backs!

 Workshops are geared to ages 12+.
All skill levels welcome!

The 20 Most Dangerous
Cities to Own Property

20) San Diego, CA.
19) Oklahoma City, OK.
18) Jacksonville, FL.
17) Fort Worth, TX.
16) Tucson, AZ.
15) Seattle, WA.
14) Memphis, TN.
13) Detroit, MI.
11) Indianapolis, IN.
10) Las Vegas, NV.
9) San Francisco, CA.
8) Dallas, TX.
7) Philadelphia, PA.
6) Phoenix, AZ.
5) San Antonio, TX.
4) Los Angeles, CA.
3) Chicago, IL.
2) Houston, TX.
1) New York City, NY.

12) Austin, Texas

Austin, Texas might have high rates of property crimes well over national aver-
ages, but aside from that it’s generally a very agreeable place to live — job openings
for nearly every career field, plenty of live music and entertainment, and year-round
weather that would make plenty of northerners jealous.

Source: http://www.badcredit.org/20-dangerous-cities-property/

[ Robberies: 763 ] [ Property Crimes: 41,667 ]
[ Larcenies: 32,948 ] [ Motor Vehicle Thefts: 2,169 ]

[ Arsons: 105 ]

Texas Native American
Law Conference and
Homecoming

The State Bar of Texas Native American Law
Section will host the annual Texas Native Ameri-
can Law Conference to discuss topics of interest
in Native American law.

More than 100 people will enjoy live Na-
tive American music, drumming and singing,
with an eye-catching display of spiritual birds—
Nuepi, a male golden eagle, and Wakiya, a white

Texas Law Center, 1414 Colorado St., Austin, 78701
(located at 15th and Colorado streets,  just northwest of the Capitol).
Note: No onsite parking will be available.

SPECIAL GUESTS: Chickasaw Nation Stomp Dance Troupe,
Chickasaw flutist Jesse Lindsey, Eagle Point Singers,
Lisa Tatum-Immediate Past President of the State Bar of Texas, Bill Voelker
and Troy, co-directors of SIA, the Comanche Ethno-Ornithological Initiative

Friday,
January 30, 2015
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

medicine bird—and traditional dance at the free and public event.

Youth and Education Advocate
Gigi Edwards Bryant Receives Camp

Fire Promise to Children Award

AUSTIN, Texas,
January 27, 2015 - Camp
Fire Central Texas is

“Our Promise to Children must allow each of them to see a future with
themselves being a vital part of what has made this country strong,
vibrant and free,” said Bryant. “It’s not just a Camp Fire promise, its
America’s promise. I am grateful that Camp Fire has made it their
mission to light the fire within every child.”
                                                                                - GIGI EDWARDS BRYANT

pleased to announce Gigi Edwards Bryant as the re-
cipient of the 2015 Camp Fire Promise to Children
Award. Bryant is an outstanding member of the Aus-
tin community, consultant, business owner and role
model for Central Texas youth. The award ceremony

will be held on Wednesday, February 4, 2015 at the Radisson Hotel in Austin.

Officers & Enlisted (17 years old & up no experience necessary)
For the Formation of the 62nd United States Colored Infantry Regiment

COME AND JOIN US BROTHERS
May 11-16 2015

For the Sesquicentennial Anniversary of the Battle of Palmito Hill
Contact us for more information:

The Living History Foundation 512 578-6267 - Allen_Mack909@yahoo.com

WANTED: SIXTY REENACTORS

New England

Patriots
Seattle

Seahawks

University of
Phoenix
Stadium

February 1,
2015

 5:30 PM CT
NBC
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