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Gems in East AustinGems in East Austin

AUSTIN, TX - Satur-
day morning, June 27,
2015, The George Wash-
ington Carver Museum,
Cultural and Genealogy
Center with the Texas Leg-
islative Black Caucus pre-
sented the Juneteenth
Memorial Monument
Dedication, celebrating
150 years of freedom.

The ceremony
opened with the Call of
Drums and dance by the
Carver Rhythms African

Drum Class, Presentation
of Colors by the Austin’s
Buffalo Soldiers and a re-
markable solo of Lift Every
Voice and Sing by Sondra
Jonson. Followed by a
heartfelt welcome by Mis-
tress of Ceremony, Cora D.
Wright, Assistant Director,
Parks and Recreation De-
partment, graceful Invoca-
tion by Rev. Melvin Wright,
Jr. of Ulit Avenue Mission-
ary Baptist Church.

Mayor Steve Adler,

Senator Kirk Watson and
Mark Washington, Acting
Assistant City Manager of
Austin, Texas was among
those Elected Officials rec-
ognized. Closing the cer-
emony was the reading of
Congratulatory Letter by
Beverly Wilson, Chief of
Staff of Ora Houston, Aus-
tin City Council District 1
and a musical perfor-
mance from Arlene
Youngblood of Wesley
United Methodist Church

Choir.
The monuments

would not have been pos-
sible without the persis-
tent interest of Bernadette
Phifer, Carver Museum
Curator.  Whereas the five
Statues were originally
commissioned in 1999 by
the Texas Emancipation
Juneteenth Cultural and
Historical Commission
through the efforts of the
Austin Chapter of the
Links, City of Austin, State

Representative Dawnna
Dukes, Texas Legislature,
District 46 and The Legis-
lative Black Caucus, Chair-
man Sylvester Turner Dis-
trict 139.

“This tribute is the
first Juneteenth monu-
ment not only in the state
of Texas but nationally, so
we have something to be
proud of,” says Bernadette
Phifer. The memorial has

See STATUES, page 2

TURNER: KING V. BURWELL DECISION GOOD
NEWS FOR TEXAS
830,000+ Texans no longer in jeopardy

of losing critical tax credits

DON’T TAKE MY OPTIONS - Protestors in the fight for healthcare
subsidies. Photo courtesy of http://isaacdanielreport.com

ARLINGTON, TX
— Today, State Repre-
sentative Chris Turner
(HD 101 - Grand Prai-
rie), who authored con-
tingency legislation to
protect more than
830,000 Texans from los-
ing their health insur-
ance tax credits, re-
leased the following
statement in response to
today’s United States
Supreme Court decision
in the case of King v.
Burwell:

“I am glad the Su-
preme Court agreed
that it’s clear that Con-
gress intended for the
tax credits to be avail-
able to all Americans
who purchase health
coverage in an exchange
and are between 100 –
400 percent of the pov-
erty level, regardless of
who runs the exchange.

The impact of a dif-

ferent decision would
have been devastating.
If the Court had decided
in the plaintiffs’ favor,
more than 830,000 Tex-
ans would have been
negatively impacted
and would have faced a
300 percent increase in
their premium costs.
Many would not have
been able to afford cov-
erage and would have
returned to the ranks of
the uninsured – a cat-
egory in which Texas
unfortunately already
leads the nation.

Despite non-stop
partisan, political at-
tacks on the Affordable
Care Act, thousands in
our communities and
across our state have af-
fordable health insur-
ance coverage. Now
that this decision has
been made and this is-
sue is behind us, we can

move forward and get
even more Texans en-
rolled in affordable
health care plans.”

During the 84th
Texas Legislative Ses-
sion, Turner filed con-
tingency legislation to
address the need for a
state-run health insur-
ance exchange. House
Bill 817 would have re-
quired the Health and
Human Services Com-
mission and the Depart-
ment of Insurance to
create a state-run ex-
change in the event of a

judicial ruling which
eliminates tax credits for
Texans enrolled in the
federal exchange. This
bill would give the state
the ability to determine
which plans are eligible
to participate, review
rates and determine
whether plans include
coverage of essential
health benefits.

Late in the session,
Turner tried to add an
amendment identical to
House Bill 817 to another
bill, but the amendment
was defeated on a party

line vote.
Based on the num-

ber of Texans receiving
tax credits as of March
31, 2015, The Kaiser
Family Foundation de-
termined that 832,334
Texans would have lost
tax credits totaling
$205,586,498 per

month/$2.5 billion
per year. In addition,
according to their esti-
mates, premium costs
would have increased
an estimated 305 per-
cent as a result of lost tax
credits.

Pictured left to right (Front Row) Mark Washington, Acting Asst. City Manager; Bernadette Phifer, Director/Curator
Carver Center; Rep. Dawnna Dukes, Dist,46; Laila Dukes, Laura Esparza, Manager of PARD-HAND Division;
Riley;  Cora J. Wright, Assistant Director of PARD; Amari; Mayor Steve Adler; State Senator Kirk Watkins and
Adrienne Isom, one of the Monument Sculptors. (Back Row) Terry Keel, Exec. Director, Texas Facilities Commission;
Aundre Dukes, Portfolio Manager, Texas Facilities Commission and Rev. Melvin Wright. Photo by Angela Wyatt

Domestic racial
crime amplifies unity

across the nation.
See AME
Page 6

Big Political
Year Ahead!

     With almost a dozen
Presidential Candidates
already announced and
more promising to get into
the race, the 2016 political
season is shaping up to be
a big show.  While the
Democrats will have a
very limited number of
candidates to oppose front
runner Hillary Clinton,
that is not the case for the
republican party.
     The Republican Party
will have one of the lagest
number of candidates in the
Primary Elections that we
have seen in many years.
And at this time there are no
apparent front runners. Each
candidate will bring their
prespective ideas to the
table.  And the voters will
have to make a decision as
to whom they will support
in the General election.
     One of the more
controversal candidates,
Donald Trump, brought
about quite a reaction with
his declaration this week.  It
was not because of who he
is but what he represents.
After making a speach about
immigrants during his
announcement speech, he
experienced some
immediate reverberations.
His  television show was
cancelled and the station
that has been televising his
Beauty Pageant announ- ced
that they would no longer
televise the show. And the
fallout continues.
     There will be someone in
this year’s race for
everyone. The role of the
Republican Party for the last
six and a half years has been
to get greater control of
congress (they now control
both the House and the
Senate) so that they can
reverse some of the laws that
the Obama Administration
has been able to put into
place. This week the
Supreme Court upheld all
provisions of the Affordable
Care Act (ObamaCare) and
cleared the way for Same
Sex marriages, just to name
a couple.
     This will be one election
that everyone will have to
get involved to make sure
that we do not reverse the
previous eight years. Get
ready to go to Work.

Presidential runners
heighten minority
outreach for votes.

See GOP
Page 3

Supreme Court rules
healthcare security
for over 6 million.

See ACCESS
Page 3

by Angela Wyatt | Villager Columnist
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been installed on the grounds of the Carver Mu-
seum for 99 years and this notable institution dedicated
to the preservation of African American heritage pro-
vides a fitting showcase for the monument.

These exclusive statues represent culture appre-
ciation and we applauded the amazing artists Adrienne
Isom and Eddie Dixon, whose pieces are illuminate and
true spirit of freedom, “the sculptures start conversa-
tion about our culture,” explained Isom.

These Exclusive Statues Represent Culture Appreciation

continued from page 1

 “The journey of the statues has been a long, it
has been hidden, enslaved but now the sojourn is over
and they rest in beautiful garden that everyone will be
able to enjoy. A product that started out with questions
but now there is no question at all of where they be-
long, they are home at Carver,” stated Rep. Dawnna
Dukes

“Fittingly many proud Texans have gathered to
mark the dedication where as a collection of five sculp-
tures, the monument celebrates the announcing in
Galveston on June 19, 1865 that all slaves in Texas were
now free, in accordance with the Emancipation Procla-
mation. The monument represents the communication
of this joyous news and incorporates an interpretive
panel relating the history of enslavement in the United
States as well as a bronze bell that allows visitors to
LET FREEDOM RING!

In years to come the Juneteenth memorial monument
will remind citizens of the long road to freedom and serve
as a source of inspiration in the continuing quest for so-
cial justice,” read Representative Sylvester Turner.

The nation’s first Juneteenth Memorial Monument includes an historic
walk and sculpture garden. (Left) Matthew Gaines - created by Adrienne
Isom; (Top center) the Farmer - created by Eddie Dixon and Exhilarated
Woman - created by Isom; (Bottom center) Interpretive Panel, recounting
the history of enslavement in the United States; and (Right) the Emancipation
Proclamation with bronze bell - donated by the George Washington Carver
AMBASSADORS, which visitors are encouraged to sound off, in order to
“LET FREEDOM RING”. Photos courtesy of Angela Wyatt

Passing
Returns
but in

Reverse
in 21st

Century
America
By Arlene Youngblood
Special to the Villager

What is going on?
Folks don’t know who they
are and don’t want to be
who they are. In years past
in our country and else-
where - there have been
Black Americans who
passed as white and didn’t
want to suffer the indigni-
ties that Black people suf-
fered every day during sla-
very, segregation, and the
Jim Crow. They had to
make sure that none of
their relatives gave them
away and often times
moved to other areas of
the country to make a fresh
start.  They lived in con-
stant dread that someone
would find them out.

While attending
McCallum High School in the
early 1970’s, I read the book
“Black Like Me” written by

Dallas journalist John
Howard Griffin. Mr. Griffin
wanted to experience for
himself the atrocities that
Blacks suffered during seg-
regation.  He went through
a chemical coloring process
to darken his skin, wore dark
glasses, and lived in the
Deep South.  His book was
written in 1961.  He wrote
about those experiences
which covered a six week
period in and returned to be
an everyday life as a White
American. In 1964, the late
actor James Whitmore
starred in the movie version
of the book.

Here we are again in
2015 with Ms. Rachel
Dolezal, former president of
the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) (Spokane,
Washington) but she did not
return to being White. She
embraced Black culture, re-
ceived an education at
Howard University, and as-
sumed life as a Black
woman for five plus years.
This is a case of Reverse
Passing, thereby, taking
away her opportunities of
White Privilege.  Many
White Americans have
adopted some aspects of
Black culture, arts, dress,
and language as part of
their lifestyle. Not too would
have gone to the extremes
as Ms. Dolezal by becoming
Black all the way.

On a personal level - I

have no problem with it.
But when it comes to put-
ting in for jobs in the public
and private sectors – I have
very serious problems with
it.  Lying on job applications
when it asks for race,
ethnicity, etc. is grounds for
dismissal.    I have wit-
nessed it in my career as a
public servant with state
government.     Dismissals
occurred even when the
person was an excellent
employee, because they
lied about certain aspects of
their employment on the ap-
plication.

Federal laws were
fought for and passed, and
funding for organizations
was established so that
there could Equal Employ-
ment Opportunities in the
workplace with passage of
the Civil Rights Laws in 1964
(Title VII) because of race,
color, religion, sex, and na-
tional origin. Later on, the
Americans with Disabilities
Act was added in July 1990
to prevent discrimination in
the workplace for persons
with disabilities.

Ms. Dolezal has since
resigned from her job to al-
low for there to be some
kind of calm for the NAACP
Spokane Branch and the
community.   I do wish her
the very best.    The ques-
tion is  - will she return to
being White or remain a
Black woman?     Only she
can answer that question.

Black GOP Leaders Attempt
to Engage Black Voters

Sen. Tim Scott could be a
GOP vice presidential

prospect in 2016.
(Courtesy Photo)

By James Wright
Special to the NNPA
from the Afro-American
Newspaper

Black voters have
been safely in the Demo-
cratic column for nearly
eight decades but that is
not going to stop Republi-
cans from trying to win
their votes in 2016.

The Republicans con-
trol the U.S. Senate and the
U.S. House of Representa-
tives as well as 31 out of
the 50 state governor-
ships. However, they want
control of the White
House in 2016 and some
Republican leaders are
turning to their Black party
members to get advice on
how to do that.

Ralph Chittams Sr., a
Black Republican activist
who lives in Ward 7, said
that in order for his party
to win Black votes next
year, a straightforward
approach is needed.

“Don’t lie to people
and be honest about every-
thing,” Chittams said he
tells national GOP leaders.
“People respect honesty.
When you are honest, the
people will decide and the
party should not get
caught up with what the
political hacks and strate-
gists are saying.”

Blacks supported the

Republican Party from its
inception in 1854 because
of its strong anti-slavery
leanings. The Black politi-
cians during the Recon-
struction Era were practi-
cally all Republicans.

After Reconstruction,
Blacks continued to support
Republican presidents in
national elections.

The tide began to
change to the Democrats
when Franklin D.
Roosevelt won the presi-
dency over Herbert Hoover
in 1932. Blacks were at-
tracted to Roosevelt ’s
New Deal policies and the
activism on their behalf by
his wife, first lady Eleanor
Roosevelt.

In 1956, Republican
President Dwight D.
Eisenhower was re-
elected president with 39
percent of the Black vote
and in 1960, his vice presi-
dent, Richard M. Nixon,
received a respectable 32
percent in his losing presi-
dential effort.

No Republican presi-
dential nominee has re-
ceived that level of Black
support since, because of
The Southern Strategy, in-
voked by Nixon in 1968, to
get the White vote.

There have been
positive developments for
Republicans seeking Black

support in recent years. In
2004, President George W.
Bush won 16 percent of
the Black vote in Ohio and
that gave him four more
years in the White House
against Sen. John Kerry
(D).

In 2013, New Jersey
Gov. Chris Christie (R) won
reelection with 21 percent
of the Blacks voting for
him, a landmark consider-
ing that the state is con-
sidered one of the most
Democratic in the country.

In 2014, Ohio John
Kasich (R) won 26 percent
of the Black vote in his race
for re-election, with one out
of every three Black men
and one in four Black
women voting for him.

Sen. T im Scott (R-
S.C.) is the Black member
of his party in his chamber
and the House has two
Black Republicans: Reps.
Will Hurd (Texas) and Mia
Love (Utah).

Orlando Watson, in a
CNN piece on Feb. 10,
2014, said that the Repub-
lican National Committee
is hiring Black political
operatives to work in mi-
nority neighborhoods.

“These efforts are
critical because people,
regardless of background,
don’t always care what
you know until they know
you care,” he said.

Some political ob-
servers believe that put-
ting a Black, such as Scott,
as a vice presidential can-
didate on the 2016 GOP
presidential ticket will get
a lot of Black votes.
Chittams doesn’t agree.

“I have grown to re-
ally, really like Tim Scott
and he should stay right
where he is,” he said. “He
should not waste his time
in a do-nothing position
like vice president.”

Ralph Chittams Sr.
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St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

DOUBLE

 GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

We Want YOU!
Advertise With The

VILLAGER

We Want YOU!
Advertise With The

VILLAGER

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Prophetess
Stephanie N’Cho
Associate Pastor

469-226-4679 | www.vainqueurs.org
805 S. Sherman St. Richardson, TX 75081

La Génération des Vainqueurs
Ministry Church

Tuesday - Friday: 3pm -10pm
Walking and Appointment

Wednesday Bible Study | 7:45pm
Friday Prayer |7:45pm

Sunday Service | 10:00am

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY | Christian Education 9:15a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m. (MLK)
Nursery Available
TUESDAY | TNT Bible Study
(Pflugerville) 6:45p.m.
WEDNESDAY | Prayer & Praise 7:00p.m.
Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

512-472-9748 www.davidchapel.org
2211 E.MLK @ Chestnut St. Austin, TX 78702

Legendary Shirley Caesar to Receive a
Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame

Shirley Caesar (Photo courtesy of W&W Public Relations Inc.)

Naomi Richard | The Austin Villager Newspaper

HOLLYWOOD, CA -
The current Queen of Gos-
pel, legendary artist Pas-
tor Shirley Caesar garners
a new milestone, as an
honoree in the Hollywood
Walk of Fame’s just-an-
nounced honorees se-
lected for the class of
2016, to receive a star on
the world-famous Holly-
wood Walk of Fame in the
category of Recording, un-
veiled via
www.walkoffame.com
(date for star ceremony is
pending).  The award-win-
ning Gospel trailblazer,
who’s garnered a career-

high 11 GRAMMY®

Awards, 18 Dove Awards,
14 Stellar Awards and in-
duction into the Gospel
Music Hall of Fame, was
also recently inducted into
the inaugural Stellar Hon-
ors Club at the 2015 Stel-
lar Awards.  Pastor Caesar
will also celebrate another
milestone in 2016, mark-
ing 50 years in her interna-
tionally-renowned career
as a solo artist.  With over
40 albums including her
most recent hit album
Good God, Pastor Caesar
will soon be releasing
more new music, and re-

mains a beloved commu-
nity leader in her native
North Carolina, continuing
to pastor at the Mt. Cal-
vary Word of Faith Church
in Raleigh, NC and serve
the community through
her Shirley Caesar Out-
reach Ministries.          

Phil Thornton, eOne
Music Vice President and
General Manager of Urban
Inspirational, says: “Enter-
tainment One Music con-
gratulates Pastor Shirley
Caesar on this monumen-
tal achievement as an hon-
oree on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame for 2016!

What a great blessing to
be selected for this honor.
Pastor Caesar’s incompa-
rable style, personality
and lifelong dedication to
ministry have continued to
impact and influence so
many fans around the
world, and we are thrilled
to celebrate her upcoming
50-year anniversary and
deliver new music to
come.”

Pastor Caesar also
recently performed in a
celebration honoring
gospel music’s rich his-
tory, hosted at the White
House. 

Ensuring
Access to

Affordable
Health Care

Washington, D.C. -
U.S. Congressman Lloyd
Doggett, a long-time advo-
cate for every American
family having access to a
family doctor,  welcomed
the news of the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s ruling in
King v. Burwell.  Chief Jus-
tice Roberts, writing for a
majority of the Court, up-
held the Affordable Care
Act (or “Obamacare”).
This ruling ensures that
over 6 million families liv-
ing in states that partici-
pate in the Federal Health
Insurance Exchange, like

Texas, do not lose their
healthcare coverage. Rep.
Doggett said:  “This deci-
sion means health care
security for millions of
Americans.  Like the 60
Republican attempts in
Congress to destroy this
law, this latest attempt to
destroy it in the courts has
failed.  This is good news
for families. A loss would
have meant that more
than 800,000 Texans who
benefit from receiving
these credits would have
been denied an astound-
ing $206 million in tax re-
lief each month.  With this
ruling, we avoid the ‘death
spiral’ Congress designed
the law to prevent.”

In a brief filed in De-
cember 2014, Texas Sena-
tors Cornyn and Cruz
urged that families in

states like Texas be denied
federal health tax credits.
Other prominent mem-
bers of the Republican
party who signed onto the
brief include Republican
presidential candidate
Senator Marco Rubio and
Ways & Means Committee
Chairman Representative
Paul Ryan.

Lloyd Doggett

313 MARRIAGE
LICENSES ISSUED

BY TRAVIS COUNTY
CLERK

Austin, TX – On June
26, 2015 The Travis County
Clerk’s office issued 313 mar-
riage licenses to different
and same gender couples.  In
comparison, the Clerk’s of-
fice issued 17 marriage li-
censes the day before.

Travis County Clerk,
Dana DeBeauvoir said
“County Clerk staff’s dedica-
tion and professionalism al-
lowed us to serve the hun-
dreds of Texans who wanted
a marriage license today”.

Next week’s hours be-
gin  Monday at 8:00 AM and
will serve anyone in line by
6:30 PM including Friday, July
3rd and limited hours on Sat-
urday,  July 4th and Sunday,
July 5.
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Marriage
Equality
is a Right

HOUSTON – On Fri-
day, June 26, 2015, the Su-
preme Court struck down
bans on marriage equality,
requiring all states to recog-
nize same-sex marriages.
Representative Coleman
(D-Houston) had the follow-
ing comment:

“Words do not do jus-
tice right now. This is a truly
historic day for America and
this Court decision is one of
the most momentous ones
of my lifetime. We were ex-
pecting this decision, but it
is still hard to believe that

we are finally here.
While this fight ended

with today’s decision, it did
not begin with this chal-
lenge. It began with LGBT in-
dividuals bravely coming
out in the face of incredible
stigma and prejudice - dem-
onstrating that gay people
are not a separate group of
people but our neighbors,
friends, colleagues, and
family. Ultimately we are
here today because of their
great work. This victory is
for and because of them. Be
Proud.”

Metropolitan AME Holds Prayer Vigil
and Race Relations Talk

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

In South Carolina, a
racist gunman killed 9 Afri-
can Americans inside of a
historic Black Church.  It was
an act of domestic terror-
ism and/or a racist hate
crime seeking to create a
“race war”. Although the
terrorist act occurred in
South Carolina, it has riv-
eted the entire nation, in-
cluding Central Texas.

In response to this act
of terrorism, there were nu-
merous prayer vigils
throughout Central Texas.
In addition to the prayer
vigil there was a race rela-
tion forum. The race rela-
tionship forum was held at
the Metropolitan African
Methodist Episcopal
Church in the heart of Aus-
tin.  It was an opportunity
for the community to come

together in order to talk to
each other and speak out
against racism.

At the race relation-
ship forum, there were
people of all races and
ethnicity. Blacks, Whites,

Asians, and Hispanics
came together to show
their unity and bond that
holds us together as hu-
man beings. It was an op-
portunity for White Ameri-
cans/Hispanics/Asian

Yvonne Massey Davis attend Metropolitan AME Church community prayer
vigil and race relation talk. Photos by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

American to show their
solidarity to a grieving Af-
rican American commu-
nity. In other words, the
plan of the domestic ter-
rorist failed to divide this
country.

African American
Book Festival

Cobb
Holds

Meet and
Greet

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

On June 27, the African American Book Festival
held their ninth annual at the George Washington
Carver Library and Museum.  According to the organiz-
ers, the purpose of the African American Book festival
it is “an intergenerational event to promote literature,
reading, writing and library usage within the African
American community.”   Consequently, it is an event
meant to showcase great African American writers.

At the book festival, there were several key fea-
tured authors who sought to promote literary explora-
tion.  For instance, some of the key speakers were M.
K. ASANTE; BEVERLY JENKINS; and DR. KEVIN COKLEY.
Asante, is an award-winning author, poet and filmmaker,
and also a tenured college professor.  Beverly Jenkins is
an author who focuses on historical romances.  Finally,
Dr. Cokley, who is also a counseling psychologist, ex-
plores how issues of identity impact the achievement
of African American students.

In addition of featured keynote speakers, there
were both local and outside writers who attended this
event.  For numerous authors, it was an opportunity
for them to showcase their works and also sell some
books.  For instance, Christina Berry who wrote the
book, “Alicia” used this event to talk about her book.
She mentioned that her book has been well received;
consequently, she plans to write another book

Monica F. Anderson, DDS Author.

Sunday, June 28,
2015 Garry Cobb for
Travis County District At-
torney held a greet and
meet event at the Texas
Sausage Company in the
heart of East Austin.  At
this event, Cobb focused
on the issues that he run
for.   Garry Cobb who had
previously ran for the
District Attorney Office, 8
years ago is now at-
tempting his 2nd run for
this position. Once again
Garry Cobb was able to
bring people of various
background together.

At this event, there
were people of all races
and all professional back-
ground.  For instance,
there were people with
law enforcement back-
ground and also those of
the civi l  right back-
ground. Moreover, this
was a showcase of how
Garry Cobb could “strike”

a balance between law en-
forcement; while ensuring
the civil right of Travis
County residents.  For in-
stance, some of those who
attended this event in-
cluded Gary Bledsoe of the
Texas NAACP.

Gary has prosecuted
defendants in approxi-
mately two hundreds jury
trials, several of which gar-
nered local and nation-
wide attention.

Garry Cobb and former Austin City Council
Member Berl Handcox
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CLASSIFIEDS ~ PUBLIC INFORMATION

City of Austin
Purchasing Office

EMPLOYMENT / PROPOSALS / PUBLIC INFORMATION
FOR SALE / FOR RENT / BIDS

MISCELLANEOUS

The City of Austin Purchasing Office invites
you to view current bid solicitations at https://
www.c i . au s t i n . t x . u s / f i nanceon l ine /
vendor_connection/solicitation/solicitations.cfm.
Vendors are encouraged to register on-line in the
City’s Vendor Self Service System. Once your
company is registered, you will receive notifica-
tions about new bid opportunities.  For additional
information regarding current bid opportunities
or Vendor Registration, please call the Purchas-
ing Office at 512-974-2500.

For information on the City of Austin’s Mi-
nority Owned and Women-Owned Procurement
Program and the certification process, please
contact the Small & Minority Business Resources
Department at 512-974-7600 or visit their website
at http://www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

City of Austin Featured Job
Opportunities
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Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

The City of Austin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please visit the City of Austin employment
website at www.austincityjobs.org to view

requirements and apply for these and other job
opportunities. We encourage you to check the

employment website often as new job
opportunities are posted daily.

If you have any questions or need assistance,
please call 512-974-3210 or email us at
employment.services@austintexas.gov.

The City of Austin is currently seeking qualified
applicants for the following positions:

 

• 911 Call Taker Trainee- Multiple
   Positions
• Administrative Senior
• Graduate Engineer A or Graduate
    Engineer B
• Swim Team Coach (30 openings)
• Austin Energy Operations &
  Maintenance Specialist
• Heavy Equipment Operator II
  (Evening/Night shifts)
• Temporary Police Dispatcher (Six
  Positions)
• Plumber I
• MuniProg, Event Staff - TEMPORARY
  (40 Positions)
• Administrative Specialist

New Jobs for the
 Week of 06/28/2015

Assistant, Library
Eastview Campus

Job# 1506030
Dean, Student Services

Northridge Campus
Job# 1506028

Hensel Phelps Construction Co., Construction
Manager At Risk, is actively soliciting proposals from
subcontractors and material suppliers for the construc-
tion of The City of Austin, COA Project No. 11222.001,
ABIA – Terminal / Apron Expansion and Improve-
ments Project, Austin, TX. Proposal Package 1 con-
sists of Demolition, Civil, Site Utilities, and Concrete
Construction associated with the Deicing and Re-
tention Facility. The Proposal Package is available by
contacting our office, mentioned below. Proposal se-
lection will be on a best value asis.  We will accept
proposals for this package at our office, 8326 Cross Park
Drive, Austin, TX 78754 on July 30, 2015 at Construc-
tion Manager At Risk

2:00 PM.  A Pre-Proposal Conference and Job
Walk will be held at 2:00 PM on July 15, 2015 at The
Planning and Engineering Building Room 2716
Spirit of Texas Drive, Austin, Texas 78719 Room
174A.  All City of Austin Certified Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Enterprises are encouraged to submit proposals.
The project’s DBE Goal = 9.86%. Hensel Phelps Con-
struction Co. is available at (512) 834-9848 or fax (512)
834-9844. Our company is an E.E.O. Employer. We
encourage and actively solicit proposals from Disad-
vantaged Business Enterprises for all projects.

Construction Manager At Risk

Fireworks Show for the Greater Austin, TX Area

39th Annual
Austin Symphony

H-E-B July 4th
Concert & Fireworks

Where: Vic Mathias Shores
When: Saturday, July 4th, 2015
            at 8:30 p.m.
Music: The Austin Symphony Orchestra
Price: Free
Fireworks Time: 9:30 p.m.

Dell Medical School Receives
Accreditation, Will Welcome

First Class Next Year

photo courtesy of http://news.utexas.edu

AUSTIN, TX - The Dell
Medical School at The Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin
has received preliminary
accreditation — a major
milestone that allows the
school to begin recruiting
its first class of students,
implementing its innova-
tive academic programs
and curriculum, and creat-
ing a model healthy city
and community in Austin
and Travis County.

UT Austin President
Gregory L. Fenves and Dell
Medical School Dean Clay
Johnston were joined by
state Sen. Kirk Watson,
Travis County Judge Sarah
Eckhardt and other com-
munity leaders on Mon-

day to celebrate the an-
nouncement of the
school’s accreditation. This
designation, awarded by
the federally recognized
Liaison Committee on
Medical Education, will al-
low the Dell Medical
School to function as a
medical school and — in
less than a year — to wel-
come its first students.

“There can be only
one inaugural class, and
the university and our
community are rightly ex-
cited this accreditation
now allows us to recruit
the class,” Fenves said.

“Building UT’s Dell
Medical School from the
ground up — conceptu-

ally, and then organiza-
tionally and physically —
at a major university
makes it unique in Ameri-
can medical education to-
day. This bold endeavor
combines the intellectual
resources of a top re-
search university with un-
fettered thinking that al-
lows us to examine every
assumption about medical
education and health care
itself. And it will be a huge
boon to our community
and the people of Travis
County, who have our
heartfelt thanks for their
support.”

The Dell Medical
School’s curriculum, which
was developed with the

help of more than 250
physicians, education ex-
perts, students, UT Austin
faculty members and
other partners, will train
and support physician
leaders who are as com-
fortable taking on transfor-
mational health chal-
lenges as they are in car-
ing for patients. The cur-
riculum pulls from the
most creative and effec-

tive teaching practices na-
tionwide and introduces
innovations to ensure that
students’ education re-
flects the challenges of
modern medicine.

One such feature is
the “Innovation, Leader-
ship and Discovery Year,”
through which third-year
Dell Medical students will
have the option to work on
projects related to health

care delivery redesign,
population health and
informatics, or more tradi-
tional research, and have
the opportunity to pursue
dual-degree programs.

“We are rethinking
everything about medical
education and the appro-
priate role of a physician in
the community. As a re-
sult, we designed a school

Sean “Diddy”
Combs

Arrested After
Fight with

UCLA Football
Coach

By Chelsea Lenora White
Special to the NNPA from

the Houston Forward
Times

Westwood, CA - Rap-
per Sean “Diddy” Combs
was released from a Los
Angeles jail late Monday,
hours after he was ar-
rested following a fight
with a football coach at
UCLA, where his son, Jus-
tin Combs, plays as a de-
fensive back.

Jail records showed
that Combs was released
after posting bail. The
records showed that
Combs’ bail was $160,000,
but sheriff ’s officials
reached by phone said he
posted $50,000. The rea-
son for the discrepancy
wasn’t clear.

A rep from UCLA con-
firmed to Fox News that
Combs, 45, was arrested
on a charge of assault with
a deadly weapon, which
was a kettlebell. Later
Monday, Los Angeles po-
lice updated the charges
to three counts of assault
with a deadly weapon,
one count of making ter-
rorist threats and one
count of battery.

No one was seriously
injured and campus police
said they were investigat-
ing the incident.

According to TMZ,
which first reported the
arrest, UCLA strength and
conditioning coach Sal
Alosi was screaming at Jus-
tin as Combs watched
from the sidelines. Combs
allegedly confronted the
coach in his office and was
then arrested for assault.

UCLA Football coach
Jim Mora later issued a
statement saying, “I’m
thankful that our staff
showed the level of pro-
fessionalism that they did
in handling this situation.
This is an unfortunate in-
cident for all parties in-
volved.”

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of Nicholas Visciani, Deceased, were issued on June 23, 2015, in Cause No. C-
1-PB-15-000973, pending in Probate Court No. 1 of Travis County, Texas, to:
Kate Visciani.

The notice to the Independent Executor may be delivered at the following
address:

c/o Barnes Lipscomb Stewart & Ott PLLC
Attorneys at Law

2901 Bee Caves Road, Box D
Austin, Texas  78746

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

Dated the 24th day of June, 2015.



Page 6 ~ July 3, 2015/THE VILLAGER                                                                                                                www.theaustinvillager.com

in which students will learn in ways that are fun-
damentally different from their counterparts at estab-
lished medical schools — ways that, we think, repre-
sent the evolving needs and challenges of 21st century
health and health care,” Johnston said. “The accredita-
tion shows that we have already begun to fundamen-
tally change medical education in a way that is compel-
ling to the medical education establishment.”

The curriculum also reflects the unprecedented
investment that the Austin and Travis County commu-
nity has made in the Dell Medical School. In 2012, Travis
County voters approved an initiative that increased
property taxes to transform health and health care
across the community, in part by creating a medical
school at UT Austin.

Dell Medical School students will train and pro-
vide care in community clinics operated through fund-
ing from Central Health, Travis County’s health care dis-

trict. They also will learn in the region’s Level 1 trauma
center and primary teaching hospital, operated by Se-
ton Healthcare Family, which is investing $295 million
to build the Dell Seton Medical Center at The Univer-
sity of Texas to replace University Medical Center
Brackenridge in 2017. And students will have “longitu-
dinal” primary care experiences, during which they will
follow patients alongside community physicians and at
clinical sites to gain greater insight into the prevention
and management of diseases and chronic health issues
over time.

“Our students will be on the ground, in our hospi-
tals and clinics, revolutionizing the way people get and
stay healthy and helping to make Austin a model healthy
city,” Johnston said. “And they will make us all proud by
helping to make the Dell Medical School a model for
medical schools across the country.”

The Liaison Committee on Medical Education is

recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as the
reliable authority for the accreditation of medical edu-
cation programs leading to the M.D. degree in the
United States and Canada. The LCME determined that
the UT Austin Dell Medical School has made sufficient
progress toward compliance with relevant accredita-
tion standards and developed satisfactory plans for its
educational program. Preliminary accreditation of the
education program was awarded, allowing the program
to begin accepting applications for enrollment. The pre-
liminary accreditation is an important step in the LCME’s
process that allows the Dell Medical School to recruit
students and administer its education program. Full
accreditation is expected in 2020 after the first class
matriculates and the LCME determines that the Dell
Medical School can demonstrate the effectiveness of
the education program and has demonstrated contin-
ued compliance.

“Our students will be on the ground...revolutionizing
the way people get and stay healthy”

“Our students will be on the ground...revolutionizing
the way people get and stay healthy” continued from

page 5

Design by Ethan
Hill. Map not to scale.
Sources include Central
Health, Texas State Sena-
tor Kirk Watson, and the
Community Impact
Newspaper.
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