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Dr. Colette Pierce Burnette (President of Huston
Tillotson University)  and Audrey Selden (Board

President of Leadership Women).

“Leadership Women”
launch at Huston

Tillotson University

AUSTIN, TX - Leadership Women is a 40-year old,
nonprofit social enterprise - headquartered in Dallas,
Texas.  Leadership Women provides leadership educa-
tion programs that advance and improve the personal,
economic and professional status of women.  Leader-
ship Women also provide channels for emerging lead-
ers and established influencers to experience unique
learning opportunities that advance their leadership
strengths and return increased value to the companies
and institutions where they work and flourish.

Carver Opens
John Yancey

“Can U See” Exhibit

John Yancey

AUSTIN, TX - The
George Washington Carver
Museum, Cultural and Ge-
nealogy Center presents
John Yancey “Can U See”
exhibit, Thursday, July 30,
2015 with an opening re-
ception from 6 to 8 p.m.

Yancey, born and
raised on the South Side of
Chicago, was influenced to
create art by the vibrant
and sometimes volatile
social, political, and artis-
tic developments of the
late 60s and early 70s.

Yancey says that his
art can be divided into two
categories: public art such
as murals, ceramic mosa-
ics, and commissioned
work and paintings and
drawings from his tradi-
tional studio practice.
With both aspects of his
work he “strive[s] to cre-
ate works that carry the
potential to act as agents
of continuing cultural in-
quiry and critique.”  His art

uses cultural symbols, per-
sonal metaphors, and
storytelling to deal with
issues of race, politics, and
retaining culture.

John Yancey “Can U
See” runs through Octo-
ber 17, 2015.  A gallery talk
will have a date to be an-
nounced.   Both events are
free and open to the pub-
lic.  For more information,
contact the Carver Mu-
seum at (512) 974-4926.

Capital City
Chapter TLOD, Inc.

and Top Teens of
America Receives

Distinguished
Awards at the 39th

National TLOD
Conference

Capital City Chapter
Top Ladies of Distinction,
Inc., (TLOD) and Capital
City Chapter Top Teens re-
ceived multiple 1st Place
Awards during National
Conference, held June 25-
29, 2015 at the Hyatt Ho-
tel in Washington, D.C.
National Officers were
elected during the Confer-
ence for program years
2015-2017. Lady Lois D.
Hunt, Past National Area
One Director, and other
Capital City Chapter mem-
bers attended the Confer-
ence. Capital City received
several awards including
the prestigious “Top Lady
of The Year”- 2014 Award
presented to Chapter
member, Lady Kathy Black
for involvement at the lo-
cal, area and national lev-
els.  Lady Ozell Dean, TLOD
Founder and Lady Audrie
Lawton, Immediate Past
President TLOD, Inc. pre-
sented the award to Kathy
during a well-attended
gala.

See AWARD WINNERS
Page 2

Huston-Tillotson
University Named
Finalist in Climate

Leadership Competition

BOSTON, MA— Second Nature, a national non-
profit that works to proactively build a sustainable and
positive global future by working with leadership net-
works in higher education, announced Huston-Tillotson
University among the finalists for its sixth annual Cli-
mate Leadership Awards. The awards are a national
competition among higher education institutions that
are signatories of the American College & University
Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC), a signature
program of Second Nature. Twelve four-year institu-
tions, including HT, and seven two-year institutions
were named finalists.

“We are impressed every year with the outstand-
ing applications we receive for the Climate Leadership
Awards,” said Second Nature’s Education and Partner-
ships Director, Michele Madia. “The ACUPCC signato-
ries are a committed group of climate leaders, and
through Second Nature’s partnership with the Center
for Green Schools, their achievements will be broad-
cast to an even greater audience.”

On September 13, 2015 at 2:00 pm, at the beauti-
ful Renaissance Austin Hotel, the Beta Psi Omega Chap-
ter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated and the
AKA Association for Community Development will
present the fabulous Project Pink Runway Fashion Show.
This fashion show will showcase the best of the best in
fashion from the world’s top designers to include
Austin’s own, Andre Terry with IMT Designs. This is the
eighth time AKA has hosted a large-scale fashion ex-
travaganza in Austin, Texas. This year’s fashion show
will include a luncheon, silent auction and vendors for
your shopping pleasure. The theme is dubbed “Pink Ice”,
Launching New Dimensions of Style, showcasing style
along with celebrating good deeds of our community
leaders. Proceeds will support the programs of AKA and
at least one graduating high school senior will be pre-
sented a scholarship for college. Ticket cost is $85 per
person ($25 of ticket price is tax deductible). Purchase
tickets online at www.BetaPsiOmega.org or from any
Beta Psi Omega member of Alpha Kappa Alpha. This
show is produced by Rodgerick Bradley and Dr. Alicia
Moore-Hopkins. This is a show you don’t want to miss.
See you there!

Alpha Kappa Alpha’s “Project
Pink Runway Fashion Show”

Alpha Kappa Alpha’s “Project
Pink Runway Fashion Show”

Alpha Kappa Alpha’s “Project
Pink Runway Fashion Show”

Perennial candidates
launch strategies

for election victory.
See SISSON

Page 4

Rep. Doggett urges
FAFSA to close

eligibility burden.
See FEDERAL

Page 2

Travis County Tax
Office to host a voter

registration drive.
See LANDMARK

Page 5

In 1986, I was attend-
ing Texas Southern Univer-
sity in the Greater Third
Ward area of Houston. Dur-
ing a night out with my
friends and dorm mates, I
was pulled over in my car by
a Houston police officer.  In
fact, three of us, all driving
Ford Mustangs, were pulled
over just outside of our
campus. All of us were black
males; all the officers who
pulled us over were white
males.

Fast forward to the
reason for the stops. We
were all told, in our separate
cars, that we were stopped
because we didn’t have a
front license plate on our
vehicles. Being as young as
we were at the time, we all
verbally showed disbelief
and displeasure for such a
stop. In a short matter of
time, it became very obvi-
ous to us that we really
weren’t being stopped for
the initial reason given. We
were stopped to see if we
had driver’s licenses. We
were stopped to see if we
had automobile insurance.
We were stopped to see if
we had valid inspection
stickers. We were stopped
to see if we had warrants.
We were stopped to see if
we were drunk, had drugs,
had weapons, or frankly, if
we had bad attitudes.

In each instance we
came up clean, the officers
looked for something else
to harass us on but nothing
stuck. Our TSU novelty
plates attached to our front
panels, while we had our
official car plates clearly vis-
ible in our dash windows,
was the only reason for our
interactions with police on
that evening. We all got tick-
ets but went home un-
scathed.

Samuel DuBose will
never go home. Regardless
of anything you see or hear
on video, this man died be-
cause of the lack of a front
license plate. Mr. DuBose,
unarmed, was shot in the
head after an interaction
with a University of Cincin-
nati police officer who
wanted to know if DuBose
had a driver’s license. Of-
ficer Ray Tensing has since
been formally charged with
murder, but the totality of
it all has just left me numb.

Authorities &
Interactions
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Be a reporter from YOUR school!
Be a

Villager Youth Brigader
For More Information Call 512.476.0082

Deadline: August 14, 2015

Other Awards re-
ceived include: 1st Place
Award- Outstanding Na-
tional Program of Work-
Scrapbook, 1st Place
Award- Outstanding Over-
all Chapter Program of
Work for 2013 – 2015, Na-
tional recognition and
awards for Community
Partnership and Five-Star
Status Achievement.

Additionally, Capital
City Chapter Top Teens re-
ceived the following Na-
tional Awards: 1st Place
Award- Outstanding Top
Teen Program of Work-
Scrapbook 2013-2015, 1st

Place Award- National Top
Teen of America, Director’s
Outstanding Top Teen
Award received by Teen
Kaliyah Martin, and Teen
Kessie Ofunrein received a
$2,000 National TLOD, Inc.
Scholarship Award.

Pictured lef to right: Audrie Lawton, Immediate Past
National President, Kathy Black, Top Lady of the

Year and Founder, Ozell Dean.

Capital City Chapter
member and outgoing Na-
tional Area One Director
Lois Hunt accepted the 1st

Place Media Award Trophy
for Area One. The Media
Award is given to the Area
that documents, through
various media, the most
service in their communi-
ties.

Capital City Chapter
TLOD, Inc. continues to
provide noteworthy volun-
teer service within Austin
communities, impacting
lives of our youth, women,
and senior citizens.  Capi-
tal City Chapter Ladies and
Teens will continue provid-
ing great programs of work
this upcoming 2015-2016
program year and have
elected Lady Connie Will-
iams, TLOD President and
Teen Kaela Watson, Top
Teens President.

Martin and Ofunrein among
Top Teen Award recipients

Continued from page 1

TSCRA Special
Rangers

Searching for
Suspected Thief

Fort Worth, Texas –
A $500 reward has been
offered through the Texas
and Southwestern Cattle
Raisers Association
(TSCRA) Operation Cow
Thief for information lead-
ing to the arrest of Sharon
Lynn Nehring, also known
as Sharon Jacoby of Free-
stone County, Texas.

 Nehring, a white 57
year-old female, allegedly
purchased thousands of
dollars worth of lambs and
goats with a worthless
check from the Freestone
County Fair in June of
2014.

 She is under indict-
ment in Freestone County
for the theft of property
totaling $1,500 or more,
but less than $20,000.

Authorities have
been unable to locate
Nehring.

Anyone with further
information leading to the
arrest of Nehring should
contact TSCRA’s Operation
Cow Thief hotline at 888-
830-2333 or call TSCRA
Special Ranger Jimmy
Dickson at 903-586-8733.
A cash reward of $500 may
be paid to individuals who
can provide useful infor-
mation leading to the ar-
rest and grand jury indict-
ment of the suspect. Indi-
viduals reporting informa-
tion may choose to remain
anonymous.

Sharon Lynn Nehring

Rep. Lloyd Doggett Introduces Bill to Simplify Federal Student Aid Applications

Washington, DC –
U.S. Congressman Lloyd
Doggett (D-TX) today in-
troduced the Simplifying
Financial Aid for Students

Act of 2015, legislation
that will make the aid ap-
plication process easier
and more efficient—in-
creasing the number of
students who will com-
plete the application pro-
cess and be able to go to
college. A companion bill,
sponsored by Senator Cory
Booker (D-NJ), was intro-
duced in the Senate.

 “The complexity of
applying for student finan-
cial assistance remains a
barrier to higher educa-
tion,” said Rep. Lloyd
Doggett. “Over 2 million
perspective students eli-
gible for assistance do not

file an application.  Fix
FAFSA, remove the barrier
to success, assist disad-
vantaged students to gain
the advantage of higher
education and to work
their way into the middle
class.”

 “It is vital that we
work to reduce the burden
of the financial aid pro-
cess because it should
never be easier to finance
a car or a home than to fi-
nance a long-term invest-
ment in a young person’s
education,” Sen. Booker
said. “The Simplifying Fi-
nancial Aid for Students
Act reforms and stream-

lines the FAFSA application
process so students and
their families can more
easily get the aid they
need and deserve.”

 The Simplifying Fi-
nancial Aid for Students
Act of 2015 would base
eligibility for federal stu-
dent loans and grants on
“prior-prior” year tax data
which will help simplify
the FAFSA process, allow
students to apply earlier
for aid, facilitate a better
alignment of the aid appli-
cation process, and pro-
vide more time for stu-
dents to evaluate awards
and make informed deci-

sions about the net costs
of college.

 Since 2008, Rep.
Doggett has urged this
change and other impor-
tant FAFSA simplifications
to help students and their
families make college
more affordable.

 Further, the bill will
return the Expected Fam-
ily Contribution (EFC) in-
come threshold from
$23,000 to $30,000.  This
return will ensure families
with incomes of $30,000
or less will again receive
the maximum Pell grant
and do more to provide
students the financial

means to go to college.
 The College Board

estimates that 2.3 million
prospective students do
not file a FAFSA, but would
qualify for federal student
aid if they did apply. To
meet most school and
state aid deadlines, stu-
dents must send in the
FAFSA form before they (or
their parents) have re-
ceived their W2s or filed
their taxes for the prior
year. The current system
causes delays, which re-
sult in a delay in financial
aid award notification and
make college less afford-
able for some.
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THE AUSTIN ARTS
BLOCK PARTY

Unprecedented Joint Event with 10 Arts Groups
August 23, 1-6pm At The Long Center
with an open ZACH Theatre campus

The Long Center – 701 W. Riverside Dr. Austin, TX 78704

AUSTIN, Texas (July
27, 2015) — This month
marks the 25th anniversary
of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA), which
has greatly improved and
expanded accessibility and
independence for individu-
als with disabilities.

 As the first fully ac-
cessible fixed-route bus
fleet in Texas, Capital Metro
has achieved many mile-
stones since taking delivery
of its first lift-equipped
buses in 1986. Since then,
every Capital Metro vehicle
put into service has been
100 percent accessible,
with lift, ramp access and
“kneeling” capabilities to
lower buses to facilitate
boarding.

Capital Metro Commemorates 25th Anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities Act With its

Ongoing Commitment to Service for All
Agency Was First in Texas to Achieve 100 Percent Vehicle Accessibility

 All vehicles provide
convenient access and se-
curement areas for passen-
gers who use wheelchairs or
other mobility devices, and
seating in the front of ve-
hicles is reserved for se-
niors 65 and over, persons
in wheelchairs, or other
passengers with disabili-
ties.

 MetroRail trains offer
level boarding, spoken
onboard announcements
and station ticket vending
machines featuring Braille
and audio features.
MetroRapid Route 801 and
803 vehicles are also fully
ADA compliant, with push-
button annunciators at sta-
tions and wheelchair se-
curement areas, equipped

with companion seating.
Braille signage is now also
available at all Local bus
stops.

 “As the greater Austin
area continues to grow,
Capital Metro will continue
to hold accessibility as a top
priority to ensure our com-
munity, regardless of abil-
ity, has access to high-qual-
ity transportation solu-
tions,” said Capital Metro
President/CEO Linda
Watson.

In March of this year,
Capital Metro hosted the
ADA Legacy Tour “Road to
Freedom” bus at the
Crestview MetroRail Station
during its nationwide tour in
commemoration of the 25th
anniversary of the Act.



CHURCH & TOWN BULLETIN

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

DOUBLE

 GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

We Want YOU!
Advertise With The

VILLAGER

We Want YOU!
Advertise With The

VILLAGER

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Prophetess
Stephanie N’Cho
Associate Pastor

469-226-4679 | www.vainqueurs.org
805 S. Sherman St. Richardson, TX 75081

La Génération des Vainqueurs
Ministry Church

Tuesday - Friday: 3pm -10pm
Walking and Appointment

Wednesday Bible Study | 7:45pm
Friday Prayer |7:45pm

Sunday Service | 10:00am

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY | Christian Education 9:15a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m. (MLK)
Nursery Available
TUESDAY | TNT Bible Study
(Pflugerville) 6:45p.m.
WEDNESDAY | Prayer & Praise 7:00p.m.
Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

512-472-9748 www.davidchapel.org
2211 E.MLK @ Chestnut St. Austin, TX 78702

The Agitator by Katy Vine

As the first African American to serve in the Texas
House since 1899, Curtis Graves made history—and also
irked legislators, stirred up the establishment, and made
enemies with Barbara Jordan. But sometimes that’s
what change takes.

I said, ‘I’m going somewhere else,’” he said. Graves
enrolled at Texas Southern University on the recommen-
dation of a mentor, and within a week, he had loaded a
Samsonite full of clothes into his blue 1951 Mercury
and headed west.

His decision would catapult him into history by luck
as much as will. In the fall of 1959, when he arrived on
the TSU campus, Houston was the center of the boom-
ing oil and gas industry; in the previous ten years, the
city’s population had grown almost 60 percent. The
main beneficiaries of the economic growth, of course,
were white Houstonians, but no one had yet caused
much of a public outcry over the city’s racial inequities.
That began to change with Eldrewey Stearns, a TSU law
student whom Graves met soon after arriving. Born in
Galveston, Stearns, an accomplished debater, had re-
cently become a campus celebrity after appearing be-
fore the city council during a weekly citizens’ forum
called Pop Off Day to detail a beating he’d received at
the hands of Houston police officers. He claimed his
infraction was failing to call the officers “sir,” and his

Graves with Martin Luther King Jr. in 1967,
announcing a fundraiser in Houston.

(Photograph courtesy of Curtis Graves)

rebuke was so blistering that afterward, an up-and-com-
ing reporter named Dan Rather interviewed him for that
night’s news program, broadcasting Stearns’s criticism
to every Houstonian with a television.

His boldness made an impression. “He was a bril-
liant young man,” recalled Earl Allen, then a TSU stu-
dent and now a Houston church pastor. In February
1960 Allen and Graves attended one of Stearns’s early
campus gatherings advocating for the city’s desegrega-
tion, a topic of particular resonance after the lunch
counter sit-in by students in Greensboro, North Caro-
lina, earlier that month. “He talked for thirty minutes,
and I sat there and listened,” said Allen. “My response

See STUDENTS FORMED PYA, Page 5

AUSTIN, Texas  —
The University of Texas at
Austin School of Nursing
has received final ap-
proval from the Texas
Higher Education Coordi-
nating Board to launch a
doctor of nursing prac-
tice (DNP) degree pro-
gram, a professional doc-
toral program designed
to prepare graduates for
today’s increasingly com-
plex health care practice
and clinical leadership

UT Austin
Receives Final
Approval for

New Doctorate
for Nurses

roles.
The two concentra-

tions of the DNP program
are advanced practice
and executive leadership,
and the curriculum will
emphasize clinical and
leadership skills. Gradu-
ates will be prepared to
translate nursing re-
search into evidence-
based standards of care
while contributing to
health care teams that
improve patient out-
comes.

The degree will
complement the current
professional practice
doctoral programs at UT
Austin such as the
Pharm.D. and soon-to-
be-offered M.D. The start

date of the DNP program
is scheduled for January
2016.

More than 15 years
ago, the American Asso-
ciation of Colleges of
Nursing identified the
need for a doctorate for
advanced practice nurs-
ing and recommended
that the DNP become the
terminal degree for nurse
practitioners. The group
recognized that the
growth in scientific
knowledge and sophisti-
cated technology was
contributing to the grow-
ing need for clinical ca-
reer paths that would at-
tract outstanding stu-
dents and retain nurses
in clinical careers.

In 2010 the Institute
of Medicine published its
report “The Future of
Nursing: Leading Change,
Advancing Health,” which
affirmed this need and
recommended doubling
the number of doctoral-
prepared nurses by 2020.

Currently there are
more than 240 DNP pro-
grams nationwide and
11 DNP programs in
Texas but none in Cen-
tral Texas. The UT Aus-
tin program is designed
for nurses who are em-
ployed full time. It will
be offered in a hybrid
format with a combina-
tion of on-campus and
online learning experi-
ences.

On behalf of our Pas-
tor, Dr. Ricky Freeman, the
men of Ebenezer Baptist
Church cordially invite you

Ebenezer Baptist Church Observes Men’s Day
Annual Fellowship

to come and share in the
annual Men’s Day Obser-
vance on 9 August 2015.
This year’s theme is: Men
of Faith Offering Them-
selves and Their Gifts to
God.  On August 6 at 7:00
PM, our Wednesday Night
Prayer Meeting will be led
by the men.   On Sunday
August 9, the Men’s Day
Observance will culminate
with 8:00 AM and 11:00
AM worship services.
Speaker for the 8:00 AM
service is Rev. Dr. Nathan

Robertson, Jr, Pastor of
Greater Mount Moriah
Primitive Baptist Church.
There will be a continental
breakfast and roundtable
discussion following the 8
AM service.  Speaker for the
11:00 AM service will be
Minister Eugene Williams,
from Antioch Baptist
Church Charlotte NC and
son of Ebenezer Deacon
Jerry and Dr. Connie Will-
iams.  You are invited to
come, share, and partici-
pate in all of our Men’s Day

Pastor
Dr. Ricky Freeman activities.  Ebenezer Baptist

Church is located at 1010
East Tenth Street, 78702.
Our web site is theston
eofhelp.org.

Rev. Dr. Nathan
Robertson, Jr.
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Liberia American Diaspora
Celebrates Independence Day

Sunday, July 26, 2015 the Liberian community gathered in Central Texas and
celebrated their native land’s Independence Day. Unlike the precedent year, the
independence was more joyous and more “raucous”.  The evening stated with prayer
and the recognition of local “leaders within the Liberian American community.” The
program included a history of Liberia; while another speaker spoke about the im-
portance of patriotism toward the nation of Liberia.

In the 1840’s thousands of freed American slaves re-settled in Liberia. More-
over, the ties between the U.S. and the new settlement were strong due to the fact
that they named a city after James Monroe. After resettlement in Liberia, the freed
American slaves and the indigenous people worked together to create the nation of
Liberia.

As a result, Liberia was the first nation in West Africa to be an independent
nation. For over 150 years the nation of Liberia experienced peace and prosperity.
However, during the early 1980’s it experienced a military coup.  In the early 90’s
the nation of Liberia faced a civil war which endured for 14 years. Moreover, the
civil war of the 90’s caused a massive flow of refugees throughout West Africa and/
or to the United States. However, in the early years of 2000’s, the nation of Liberia
began to experience peace.  Then elections were held and they elected a woman
president.

Finally, Liberia is the one of the oldest nations on the African continent. It is
one of the few African countries that have direct ties and a shared history with the
United States.  Now that Liberia is 168 year old, she must rid herself of some prob-
lems, such as “corruption” and “unemployment “so, that it can provide prosperity
for her citizens.

Pictured right to left: Bangaze Douzo Chairman of the Liberian American
Association of Austin Board; Tonieh Brewer the president of the (LAAA) and

Paul Berry the vice president of (LAAA). Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Candidates Sisson and Eldridge Announce Their Run for Office
by Tsoke

(Chuch) Adjavon

It is not even Labor
Day and numerous candi-
dates have already an-
nounced their intention to
run for office. In the previ-
ous years, candidates tend
to wait after the summer
to begin their political
work.  However numerous
factors such as
“fundraising” have caused
numerous candidates to
declare their intention to
run for office.  So far, at
least 15 candidates have
already geared up to run
for office. Moreover, two
candidates have recently
announced their run for
office.

Both Chantal Eldridge
and John Sisson have an-

Community leader, Rico Reyes and District Court
candidate, Chantal Eldridge.

Photo courtesy of Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

nounced their intention
to run for office. First of
all, Chantal held her kick
off to run for the 450th
District Court. Chantal
Eldridge is running for
judge because, she be-
lieves “ that we must
strive harder to address
the issues which cause
people to enter the sys-
tem, such as mental
health/intellectual & de-
velopmental disabilities
(MH/IDD), substance
abuse, unemployment
and housing.  The 450th
District Court is a new
Felony Court that was re-
cently opened due to
Travis County massive
population growth. So
far, she has an opponent
who is running for the
450th District Court.  On

the other hand, another
person has already
dropped out of the race.

Yet, John Sisson also
has recently announced
his intention to run for
Sheriff.  However, four
years ago, he ran against
the incumbent Sheriff
Greg Hamilton. During
that campaign, Sisson led
a very divisive campaign
against the Sheriff.  Since
Sheriff Hamilton is step-
ping down, Sisson will
face three other candi-
dates.  For instance, Con-
stable Sally Hernandez;
Lakeway Chief of Police,
Todd Radford and a Travis
County Sergeant, Don
Rios also plan to run for
sheriff.  They will also be
officially announcing
their run for Sheriff.

Diaspora
Voters

Attends the
African
Mandela

Washington
Fellowship

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

Since President
Obama has taken office,
he has made a massive
push to get an estab-

Sam Kodo stands with Mr. Ibrahim a local
musician. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

lished “rapprochement”
between the United
States and the African
Continent. For instance,
some of his “rapproche-

ments” between the U.S.
and the African Conti-
nent include the follow-
ing actions: the hosting
of the newly elected

President of Nigeria; re-
cent travel to Kenya; and
the establishment of the
Mandela-Washington
Fellows.

The Mandela Wash-
ington Fellowship for
Young African Leaders,
begun in 2014, is the flag-
ship program of “Presi-
dent Obama’s Young Af-
rican Leaders Initiative
(YALI) that empowers
young people through
academic coursework,
leadership training, and
networking.   The Fellow-
ship provides 500 out-
standing young leaders
from Sub-Saharan Africa
with the opportunity to

hone their skills at a U.S.
higher education institu-
tion with support for pro-
fessional development
after they return home.
According to President
Obama, “I have no doubt
that you’re going to leave
behind for the next gen-
eration – and the genera-
tion after that – an Africa
that is strong and vibrant
and prosperous, and is
ascendant on the world
stage.”

Just recently, the
University of Texas at
Austin welcomed 25 fel-
lows coming from various
countries, such as: Togo;
Ghana; Nigeria; Zambia;

Zimbabwe; Senegal;
South Africa; Kenya;
Namibia; Mauritania;
Niger; the Democratic
Republic of Congo and
the Republic of Benin.
According to Diaspora
Vote a local nonprofit
that works with the Afri-
can Diaspora in Central
Texas, it believe that the
“rapprochement will pro-
vide economic and politi-
cal benefits to both the
United States and the Af-
rican continent.  Conse-
quently the building of
this bridge will provide a
bui lding block that is
needed for future U.S
business trades in Africa.”

The Next Election
will be:

General Election
(Constitutional)

Tuesday
November 3, 2015

Early Voting Begins:
Monday

October 19, 2015

Early Voting Ends:
Friday

October 30, 2015

You may vote at any
Vote Center in Travis

County
where you see

a “Vote Here” sign.
FMI visit

traviscountyclerk.org
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City of Austin
Purchasing Office

EMPLOYMENT
PROPOSALS

PUBLIC
INFORMATION

FOR SALE
FOR RENT

BIDS
MISCELLANEOUS

The City of Austin Purchasing Office invites
you to view current bid solicitations at https://
www.c i . au s t i n . t x . u s / f i nanceon l ine /
vendor_connection/solicitation/solicitations.cfm.
Vendors are encouraged to register on-line in the
City’s Vendor Self Service System. Once your
company is registered, you will receive notifica-
tions about new bid opportunities.  For additional
information regarding current bid opportunities
or Vendor Registration, please call the Purchas-
ing Office at 512-974-2500.

For information on the City of Austin’s Mi-
nority Owned and Women-Owned Procurement
Program and the certification process, please
contact the Small & Minority Business Resources
Department at 512-974-7600 or visit their website
at http://www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

City of Austin Featured Job
Opportunities
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The City of Austin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please visit the City of Austin employment
website at www.austincityjobs.org to view

requirements and apply for these and other job
opportunities. We encourage you to check the

employment website often as new job
opportunities are posted daily.

If you have any questions or need assistance,
please call 512-974-3210 or email us at
employment.services@austintexas.gov.

The City of Austin is currently seeking qualified
applicants for the following positions:

• 911 Call Taker Trainee- Multiple
  Positions
• Stores Specialist Senior-Temporary
• Administrative Assistant - Library
  Circulation Clerk
• General Maintenance Worker I
• Cashier (MuniProg, Administrative Sppt)
• Administrative Senior
• Graduate Engineer A or Graduate
   Engineer B
• Athletic Official Volleyball (20 part time
   openings)
• Temporary Police Dispatcher (Six
   Positions)
• General Maintenance Worker I - Barton
  Springs Pool
• Cultural & Arts Activity Specialist I-III
• Administrative Specialist

Austin Community College
District is requesting qualifications
from firms for the purpose of
selecting a highly qualified firm for
construction manager at risk
services for the ACC Round Rock
Campus, Phase 2.

Request for Qualifications
(RFQ) No. 909 15039RW

All qualification statements must be
submitted to the ACC Purchasing
Department by no later than 2:00
p.m., Central Time, on Thursday,
September 3, 2015.
The Request for Qualifications will
be available on the ACC Purchasing
website at http://www.austincc.edu/
purchase/advertisedbids.php or in
the ACC Purchasing Office (512)
223-1300 between the hours of 9
AM and 4 PM, Monday through
Friday. All responses must be sealed
and returned to the ACC Purchasing
Office, ACC Service Center, 9101
Tuscany Way, Austin, Texas 78754,
by the date and time indicated
above. Electronically transmitted
responses will NOT be accepted
unless otherwise stated in the
documents. Late submittals will be
retained unopened.
A mandatory pre-submittal meeting
is scheduled for August 4, 2015;
9am-11am; at Highland Business
Center; Room 201.1
The ACC Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any and/
or all responses and waive all
formalities in the solicitation
process.

was, ‘You’re a genius or a damn fool. I think it’s
going to take time for me to figure it out.’” Graves was
similarly riveted. “Curtis saw me when I made a speech
and everybody applauded me and said, ‘You’re telling
the truth,’” Stearns told me. Now 83 and in an assisted-
living facility, he still relishes questions about his activ-
ism. “Then Curtis became my lieutenant.”

Stearns, Graves, Allen, and a handful of other stu-
dents formed the Progressive Youth Association (PYA),
meeting frequently at TSU’s Hannah Hall to discuss how
to go about desegregating Houston. The group was
spurred to act in late February, when then-senator
Lyndon Johnson declared that Texas “nigras” were too
complacent to engage in political protest. “When [TSU
undergrad] Holly Hogrobrooks brought the newspaper
carrying his comments to 214 Hannah Hall,” wrote his-
torian Thomas R. Cole in the Stearns biography No Color
Is My Kind, “Johnson’s clever words hit their mark: the
group immediately planned a sit-in for Friday, March 4,
1960.”

It would be the first sit-in west of the Mississippi
River. At four o’clock that day, Graves, Stearns, and
about ten other students assembled at a campus flag-
pole and began to march to Weingarten’s, a nearby
supermarket that did not serve blacks at the lunch
counter. Reporters from the Houston Post, the Hous-
ton Chronicle, the Houston Press, and the Informer,

Stearns, Graves, Allen, and a handful of other students formed the Progressive Youth Association

Continued from page 3

Graves, already a legislator, takes part in a rally led by Cesar Chavez in Austin
to raise the minimum wage. (Photograph courtesy of Curtis Graves)

whom the students had called to document the encoun-
ter, were late—”We were afraid, because we thought
that maybe somebody would do something to harm
us, maybe the police,” Graves remembered—but when
the press finally did arrive, along with more students,
the PYA took all thirty seats at the counter. “They im-
mediately shut it down,” Graves said. After all the white
customers left, store officials tried to reason with the
students, but they held their ground, remaining seated
until the store closed. Their achievement made the
weekend news.

Not everyone felt triumphant. “It was a fairly uni-
versal thing that parents wanted their kids to stay out
of trouble with the law and go to college,” said the Rev-
erend William Lawson, the founding pastor of Wheeler
Avenue Baptist Church, who counseled and assisted the
protesters throughout the sixties. “It was a whole new
world for us.” Families reading about the mobs who
were attacking student protesters in Nashville feared
the same violence in Houston—a worry that appeared
justified three days later, when two masked men forced
a local 27-year-old named Felton Turner into their car
at gunpoint, took him into a wooded area of Houston,
beat him with a chain, and carved “KKK” into his abdo-
men. Earlier that day, the PYA had staged a sit-in at a
Henke & Pillot supermarket lunch counter. Turner said
the men claimed they had been hired to hurt him be-
cause “those students at Texas Southern University

were getting too much publicity.”
But the scare tactic only galvanized the students.

Just a day or two after Turner had found his way to a
hospital, Graves led another sit-in, this time at a gro-
cery store on Almeda Road. With the NBC cameras roll-
ing, he jumped over a barricade and occupied a lunch
stool. That night, as he was sitting in his apartment, his
father called to say he’d seen him on the nightly news.
He was not proud. “I didn’t send you to Houston to do
this!” he shouted. Graves listened, considering how to
respond. Should he yell back? Shame him? Like most
twenty-year-olds, he hadn’t given his dad’s opinion
much thought. Finally, he came up with a reply: “Dad,
you raised me to do this.”

LBJ Presidential Library, Travis County Tax Office
Commemorate 50th Anniversary of Landmark Voting Rights Act

AUSTIN – The LBJ
Presidential Library and
the Travis County Tax Of-
fice will partner to host a
voter registration drive on
Thursday, August 6th – 50
years to the day after
President Lyndon Johnson
signed the historic Voting
Rights Act, one of the most
impactful laws in this
country.   The drive will be
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. at the LBJ Presiden-
tial Library in Austin, Texas.

 Of the more than
1,000 laws passed in his
administration, President
Johnson called the Voting

Rights Act the most impor-
tant: “The right to vote is
the basic right without
which all others are mean-
ingless.’’ The purpose of
the law is the end discrimi-
nation at the polls.

 In America, women
didn’t have the right to
vote until 1920.  Minori-
ties, particularly African
Americans, were blocked
from the ballot box by
poll taxes, literacy tests
and other barriers, in-
cluding violence.  The
1965 Voting Rights Act
gives a voice to all Ameri-
cans regardless of race,

gender, religion, or
sexual orientation.  Yet,
today the number of
people going to the polls
is in decline.  On the 50th

anniversary of the Voting
Rights Act, the LBJ library
and Travis County Tax of-
fice encourage potential
voters to honor those
who fought for this im-
portant right by becom-
ing eligible to vote.  The
process only takes a few
minutes and provides an
opportunity to help
choose our elected offi-
cials and impact how gov-
ernment operates.   To

learn more about register-
ing to vote: https://tax-
office.traviscountytx.gov/
voters/voter-registration

 The LBJ Library has
made historical materials
about the Voting Rights Act,
including photos, videos,
telephone conversations,
and other items available to
download and use free of
charge. www.lbjlibrary.org/
mediakits/votingrightsact/
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PROGRAMS ~ AWARENESS

Tips for Staying Healthy | Summer Heat
Triple digit temperatures are just days away as we approach August-the hottest month

of the year. Austin/Travis County HHS Department wants everyone to take the steps needed
to stay healthy in hot weather.

Here are prevention tips to stay safe in the summertime heat:
• Stay in shaded areas and avoid the sun.
• Wear light clothing and a hat.
• Never leave another person, especially a child or an animal, in a closed, parked

vehicle.
• Drink plenty of fluids, especially water, but avoid beverages that contain alcohol,

caffeine or a lot of sugar.
• Wet towels and bandanas can have a cooling effect when placed on the shoulders,

neck or head. Take cool showers or baths, and consider using a spray bottle filled with cold
water to cool off throughout the day.

• Plan strenuous outdoor activities for early or late in the day when temperatures
are lower.

• Take frequent breaks when working outdoors.
• If you are aware of elderly, more vulnerable people in your neighborhood check on

them to see if they need additional assistance.
• Allow your pet to stay inside in air-conditioned comfort during the heat of the day.

If that’s not possible, make sure your pet always has access to shade and plenty of fresh,
cool water. Never leave a child or animal in a closed, parked vehicle.

At the first signs of heat illness (dizziness, nausea, headaches, muscle cramps), seek a
cooler location, rest for a few minutes and slowly drink a cool beverage. Seek medical at-
tention immediately if conditions do not improve.

To learn more visit www.cdc.gov/extremeheat

Tax-Free Shopping at Austin-Area Simon Properties
Shoppers are invited
to take advantage of
extended hours and

back-to-school specials

AUSTIN, TX - Barton
Creek Square, The Do-
main, Lakeline Mall,
Round Rock Premium Out-
lets, and San Marcos Pre-
mium Outlets invite area
residents and visitors to
enjoy great deals during
tax-free weekend.

Barton Creek Square,
The Domain, Lakeline
Mall, Round Rock Pre-
mium Outlets, and San
Marcos Premium Outlets
are pleased to offer shop-

pers the opportunity to
purchase back-to-school
necessities without paying
sales tax on qualifying
items in accordance with
the Texas Sales Tax Holi-
day. The 3-day sales tax
break begins on Friday,
August 7 and ends on Sun-
day, August 9. During this
period, retailers will not be
required to collect state
and local sales use tax on
most footwear, clothing,
backpacks and school sup-
plies priced less than $100.

Before visiting the
properties, shoppers can
check out even more sav-
ings by visiting the Simon

Retailer Showcase where
coupons and other retailer
deals await at simon.com.

Barton Creek Square
and The Domain

Barton Creek Square
and The Domain will join
forces with Teen Vogue,
the number-one source of
fashion and beauty news
for style-conscious teens
and 20-somethings every-
where, to showcase Teen
Vogue Back-To-School-Sat-
urday (BTSS) events.  From

12 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Barton
Creek Square and 4 p.m. to
8 p.m. at Domain II, each
event will feature appear-
ances by Teen Vogue edi-
tors and style influencers
who will facilitate Back-to-
School-themed panel dis-
cussions and trend talks,
all aimed at giving school
bound consumers in Aus-
tin the 4-1-1 on Back-to-
School style as they head
into the new school year.

Lakeline Mall
On Saturdays from

August 8 through August
22nd, Teen Vogue Brand
Ambassadors will be dis-
tributing copies of the

Teen Vogue Back-to-
School Look book and fun
Tribal tattoos to shoppers,
while supplies last.  Shop-
pers can also visit Simon
Guest Services during Tax
Free weekend for a free
swag bag when you sign
up to become a Mall In-
sider.

For more information
please call Barton Creek
Square at 512.327.7041,
The Domain at
512.795.4230, Lakeline
Mall at 512.257.7467,
Round Rock Premium Out-
lets at 512.863.6688 and
San Marcos Premium Out-
lets at 512.396.2200.

Shopping Tips
Plan Ahead: Use this

time to purchase not just
what you need right then,
but what your children will
need over the next several
months. Compare Prices:
Use the sales circulars in
your Sunday paper and web
sites to compare prices on
the items you wish to buy.
Use Coupons to Take Ad-
vantage of Special Deals:
Even if coupons are not per-
mitted, though, pay atten-
tion to your local stores' ad-
vertisements for "Early
Bird" shopping hours and
special deals that can add to
your savings.
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