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Lauryn Hill Delivers
Superb Performance

at The Moody
By Naomi Richard | The VILLAGER

AUSTIN, TX - On
November 27, neo-soul
icon and Grammy
Award® winner Lauryn
Hill delivered a stellar
performance to her
awaiting fans at ACL-
Live at The Moody The-
atre for her MLH Cara-
van: A Diaspora Call-
ing! concert series. The
soulful hit-maker took
the stage with her beau-
tiful natural hair, long
flowing olive tunic
asymmetrical en-
semble, white collared
shirt, purple heels and
flattering ornate jew-
elry singing the classic

Lauryn Hill performs at ACL-Live at The
Moody Theater November 27, 2016. Photo by
Chris Jones for the Villager Newspaper.

Everything Is Everything.
With her smooth

contralto voice, Hill con-
tinued with When It
Hurts So Bad, Forgive
Them Father and Rebel.
The crowd danced with
the entertainer as she
danced on the stage, ac-
companied by a full
band.

Other crowd
pleasers included Ready
or Not, Killing Me Softly,
and Feeling Good, while
wrapping up the
evening with her
breakout single Doo Wop

See AWARDS, page 2

FENCES Starring Denzel
Washington and Viola

Davis Hits Theaters
Christmas Day, 2016!

By Naomi Richard | The VILLAGER

Denzel Washington plays Troy Maxson and
Viola Davis plays Rose Maxson in Fences from
Paramount Pictures. Directed by Denzel Wash-
ington from a screenplay by August Wilson.
Photo credit: David Lee. © 2016 Paramount Pic-
tures. All Rights Reserved.

The screen adapta-
tion of August Wilson’s
iconic FENCES — starring
Denzel Washington and
Viola Davis — comes to
movie theaters on Christ-
mas Day, 2016. This is a
historic moment, the first
major August production
on the big screen.

The play (and the
movie) of course, centers
on a father, a mother, a

son, and their extended
family; focusing on all the
things said and tragically
left unsaid. Set in 1950s
Pittsburgh, a former Negro
League Player, now work-
ing as a waste collector,
struggles to provide for his
family and come to terms
with the events of his life.
Troy Maxson (the father

See CAMPAIGN, pg 2

Black Celebrities, Athletes Say
Give Trump a Chance

By Stacy M. Brown (NNPA Newswire Contributor)

Joseph Jackson, the patriarch of the Jackson
Five, said that Donald Trump has always been
good to his family. Donald Trump (left) appears
with Michael Jackson in this undated photo. (Jo-
seph W. Jackson)

Several prominent African-Americans and ce-
lebrities said that they supported President-Elect
Donald Trump. Some even voted for him.

Among the more well-known Black celebri-
ties are rap superstar Kanye West and Jackson fam-
ily patriarch Joseph Jackson.

Now, other popular and respected African-
American celebrities, including BET Founder Bob
Johnson, are calling on African-Americans to give
the controversial New York businessman a chance.

“Trump is a business guy, and I think he’s
going to tilt towards finding a way to use fiscal
policy to move the economy forward,” said
Johnson, who acknowledged that he voted for
Democrat Hillary Clinton.

Johnson, 70, a media magnate, executive, phi-
lanthropist and investor, said it’s in the best inter-
ests of everyone, including African-Americans, to
see what Trump has in store.

“Let’s give him a shot. Let’s give him the ben-
efit of the doubt and see if we can find common

See Q-Tip and Kanye at odds, page 2

RICHMOND, Va. (AP)
— A Virginia police depart-
ment has settled a lawsuit
filed by the sister of a man
who died in police custody
after officers shocked him
repeatedly with stun guns.

The $25 million lawsuit
was filed by the sister of
Linwood Lambert Jr., who
died in May 2013 after three
South Boston, Virginia, po-
lice officers used stun guns
on him multiple times. The
officers were taking him to
the hospital for a mental
health evaluation.

Gwendolyn Smalls’
lawsuit was dismissed last
week after the parties told
the court they resolved their
differences. Details of the
settlement weren’t re-
leased.

Attorneys for Smalls
and the South Boston Police
Department didn’t immedi-
ately return phone mes-
sages Monday. Smalls de-
clined to comment.

South Boston Town
Manager Tom Raab said the
officers will keep their jobs.

Lawsuit
Settled over
Black Man’s
Death after

Virginia
Officers

Repeatedly
Used Stun

Guns
by: The Associated Press

Thank you
Commissioner

Ron Davis!
   Commissioner Ron
Davis was surprised on
Sunday, December 4, 2016
by a room full of family,
friends, elected and former
elected officials at the Four
Seasons Hotel.  They all
wanted to thank him for his
outstanding community
service and his outstanding
service as Commissioner of
Precinct One in Travis
County.
     Ron Davis was elected
to the Travis County Com-
missioners’ Court in 1998.
He is the third African-
American elected to this
position. Ron grew up in
East Austin where he was
raised by his grandparents,
the Rev. & Mrs. S.L. Davis.
Before joining the Com-
missioners’ Court, Ron was
known for his many ac-
complishments in the com-
munity including keeping
an Austin Community Col-
lege campus in East Austin
and forcing major oil com-
panies to move their tank
farms out of East Austin
neighborhoods. His accom-
plishments on the Commis-
sioners’ Court include se-
curing water and wastewa-
ter service for Kennedy
Ridge, a subdivision that
was abandoned by devel-
opers, obtaining private-
sector funding for a swim-
ming pool at Travis
County’s East Metro Park,
expanding the 2005 Travis
County bond package to
include $15 million more
for open space and $15
more for mobility, and
fighting Tom DeLay’s Con-
gressional redistricting
scheme all the way to the
Supreme Court, helping
bring Congressman Lloyd
Doggett back home to Aus-
tin and Travis County.
     Commissioner Davis
did not run for reelection
and says that he will take
the next six months to re-
lax and do some of the
things that he enjoys, in-
cluding fishing. He will be
replaced on the Commis-
sioners Court by Commis-
sioner Elect Jeff Travillion.

Retired police Chief
gives insight on

social justice reform.
See DALLAS

Page 2

Local Nonprofit
implements life

saving water system.
See AFRICA

Page 6

Clinton’s voter
margin over Trump
continues to rise.
See MILLION

Page 7
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Hill became the first
woman and hip-hop

artist to win five
Grammy Awards

(That Thing). With a
set list of over twenty
songs, Hill’s soulful
sounds filled the room
with love, joy and com-
fort in a time of so much
uncertainty.

The singer,
songwriter, rapper,
record producer, and
actress enjoys an exten-
sive entertainment ca-
reer spanning over 20
years. She began sing-
ing at Harlem’s Apollo
Theater at the age of 13.
Hill is best known for
being a member of the
Fugees and her 1998
solo debut project The
Miseducation of Lauryn

Lauryn Hill performs at ACL-Live at The
Moody Theater November 27, 2016. Photo by
Chris Jones for the Villager Newspaper.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hill. With this project,
Hill became the first
woman and hip-hop art-
ist to win five Grammy
Awards. She won Al-
bum of the Year, Best
New Artist, Best Female
R&B Performance, Best
R&B Album, and Best
R&B song.

From the young
girl we fell in love with
in as Rita Watson in Sis-
ter Act II with co-star
Whoopi Goldberg to
the thriving musical art-
ist we know today,
Hill’s natural talents
continue to delight au-
diences around the
globe.

The Austin Villager is working with Paramount
Pictures and Values Partnerships on a campaign
called #ACROSSTHEFENCE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

played by Washington) struggles with race re-
lations in the United States while trying to raise his
family, and coming to terms with the events of his
life.

To promote this theme of family healing, the Aus-
tin Villager is working with Paramount Pictures and Val-
ues Partnerships on a campaign called
#ACROSSTHEFENCE. There is a platform for you to share
messages, photos and videos with your loved ones.

Visit http://acrossthefence.co/ to learn more about

how you can join the conversation.
FENCES is directed by Denzel Washington from a

screenplay by August Wilson, adapted from Wilson’s
Pulitzer Prize-winning play. The film stars Denzel Wash-
ington, Viola Davis, Jovan Adepo, Stephen McKinley
Henderson, Russell Hornsby, Mykelti Williamson, and
Saniyya Sidney. The film is produced by Scott Rudin,
Denzel Washington and Todd Black.

Make this the holiday movie to share with your
entire family on Christmas day!

ground,” Johnson
said. “That is what’s
best for African-Ameri-
cans.”

Jackson, the father
of the famed Jackson
Five, Janet Jackson and
late King of Pop
Michael Jackson, said
he voted for Trump.

“Many people are
rushing to judge a book
by its cover. The Trump
I know has always been
very good to my fam-
ily,” Jackson, 88, said in
a statement. “He was a
good friend to my son
Michael and supported
[my daughter] Latoya
on her television career.
I consider him a friend
of the family.”

During the cam-
paign, Trump touted
his friendship with
Michael Jackson, noting
that many people spoke
about the late singer af-
ter his death, but few
knew him like he did.

Michael Jackson’s
older brother, Jermaine,
denounced Trump’s
comments and
slammed the President-
Elect for using the
Michael’s name to “help
him get elected.”

Jermaine Jackson’s
displeasure did not de-
ter his father’s fondness
for Trump.

“Regardless of who

Q-Tip of a Tribe Called Quest and fellow
rapper Kanye West are at odds over
President-elect Donald Trump CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

you voted for, it is im-
portant to acknowledge
that the next president of
the United States is
Donald J. Trump,” the
elder Jackson said.
“During the election
cycle, I was reminded of
the time I quit my two
jobs and almost every-
one laughed at me and
thought of me as a fool
who was quitting to go
and try to sell music
with my family.”

Jackson continued:
“They said I was mad. I
remember digging deep
and believing in myself,
the rest is history.
Trump ran with no sup-
port from the establish-
ment and not only won
the election, but did so
decisively. He deserves
respect, recognition and
acceptance.”

West, the 39-year-
old “Life of Pablo” rap-
per has publicly stated
that he will run for
president in 2020. And,
even though he report-
edly donated to
Clinton’s campaign and
the Democratic National
Committee, West told a
concert audience in
California last month
that he “would have
voted for Trump” had
he voted in the election.

West’s remarks left
some of his peers in-

credulous.
“That’s my brother.

I reached out to him and
I’m hoping that we just
get to talk,” said rapper
Q-Tip of A Tribe Called
Quest. “But, his re-
marks are something
that require he and I
having a real discus-
sion.”

Trump’s election
victory has sparked pro-
tests and outcries
around the country and
it also led to more than
700 incidents of racist
attacks in America, ac-
cording to news reports.

Green Party presi-
dential candidate Jill
Stein has filed recount
petitions in three swing
states (Wisconsin, Penn-
sylvania and Michigan),
in an effort to ensure the
integrity of the ballot
box.

However, Jackson
and West aren’t the
only famous African-
Americans to proclaim
support for Trump.
Former NFL star
Herschel Walker, 54,
voiced his support
early on and then after
Trump won the Nov. 8
contest.

“We have to do
what’s right to save
America. I guarantee
you, Donald would do
better than a lot of

people in office now,”
said Walker, the former
Dallas Cowboy running
back who also played
briefly for the Trump-
owned New Jersey Gen-
erals of the defunct
USFL.

Retired former Chi-
cago Bulls and Detroit
Pistons superstar Den-
nis Rodman also ex-
pressed support for
Trump. “He has been a
great friend for many
years,” Rodman, 55,
said. “We don’t need
another politician, we
need a businessman like
Trump.”

Former NFL super-
stars Terrell Owens and
Shawn Merriman, box-
ing great Mike Tyson
and, of course, former
Republican presiden-
tial candidate Dr. Ben
Carson all expressed
their support for
Trump. Carson was re-
cently nominated to
lead the Department of
Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

Johnson noted that
Afr i can-Amer icans
should have no perma-
nent friends or enemies,
just “permanent inter-
ests.”

He said the coun-
try needs a leader and
he hopes that leader
turns out to be Trump.

Retired Dallas
Police Chief Hired
as Contributor by

ABC News
by: The Associated Press

Former Dallas Po-
lice Chief David Brown
retired in on Oct. He
will contribute to ABC
News on topics such as
economic inequality,
gun violence, race rela-
tions, policing and so-
cial justice. (AP Photo/
Tony Gutierrez, File)

Retired Dallas Po-
lice Chief David Brown,
who stepped into the
national spotlight after a
sniper killed five law en-
forcement officers at a
July protest, will step
back into the spotlight as
a contributor for ABC
News.

A news release
posted on ABC News’
website on Nov. 30
quotes a note to staff
sent by company Presi-
dent James Goldston
announcing Brown’s hir-
ing. The note says Brown
will start Jan. 1 as a con-
tributor on topics such as
economic inequality, gun
violence, race relations,
policing and social jus-
tice.

A network spokes-
woman didn’t immedi-
ately respond to a re-
quest for more informa-
tion.

Brown announced
his retirement after 33
years on the force about
two months after the
attack. He officially re-
tired on Oct. 4.



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Prophetess
Stephanie N’Cho
Associate Pastor

469-226-4679 | www.vainqueurs.org
805 S. Sherman St. Richardson, TX 75081

La Génération des Vainqueurs
Ministry Church

Tuesday - Friday: 3pm -10pm
Walking and Appointment

Wednesday Bible Study | 7:45pm
Friday Prayer |7:45pm

Sunday Service | 10:00am

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY | Christian Education 9:15a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m. (MLK)
Nursery Available
TUESDAY | TNT Bible Study
(Pflugerville) 6:45p.m.
WEDNESDAY | Prayer & Praise 7:00p.m.
Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

512-472-9748 www.davidchapel.org
2211 E.MLK @ Chestnut St. Austin, TX 78702

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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Mistrial Declared in Walter Scott’s Fatal
Shooting by South Carolina Officer

by: Bruce Smith and Seanna Adcox Associated Press

Judy Scott, center, Walter Scott’s (inset photo) mother, is comforted by her son Rodney Scott, as
the family attorneys, Chris Stewart, left, and Justin Bamberg, right, hold a press conference after the
mistrial was declared for the Michael Slager trial Monday Dec. 5, 2016, in Charleston, S.C. Former
patrolman, Slager, is charged with murder in the shooting death of Walter Scott last year. (AP Photo/
Mic Smith)

CHARLESTON, S.C.
(AP) — A South Carolina
judge declared a mistrial
Monday after a jury dead-
locked in the murder trial
of a White former police
officer charged in the
shooting death of an un-
armed Black motorist.

A panel of one Black
and 11 White jurors —
who had seemed close to
a verdict to convict Friday,
with apparently only one
holdout — said Monday
they were unable to reach
a unanimous decision af-
ter deliberating more than
22 hours over four days.

“We as a jury regret
to inform the court that
despite the best efforts of
all parties we are unable to
come to a unanimous de-
cision,” said Circuit Judge
Clifton Newman, reading a
note from the jury before
declaring a mistrial.

Former patrolman
Michael Slager was
charged with murder in
the April 4, 2015, shooting
death of 50-year-old
Walter Scott. The judge
had said the jury could
also consider a lesser
charge of voluntary man-
slaughter.

Outside the court-
room, Scott’s mother and
brother said justice will
eventually prevail.

“I’m not sad, because
I know justice will be
served,” Judy Scott said.

Asked whether he
could forgive Slager, An-
thony Scott said he could
eventually “find the
peace” to forgive the ex-
officer but not before jus-
tice is served.

 “He gets to spend
Christmas with his family,”
he said of Slager.

Cellphone video
taken by a bystander that
showed Scott being shot in
the back five times was
shown widely in the media
and on the internet and
shocked the country, in-
flaming the national de-
bate about how Blacks are
treated by law enforce-
ment officers.

After the video went
public, Slager was fired by
the police department and
charged with murder.
Scott’s family called for
peace in the North
Charleston community.
Their calls for calm are be-
lieved to have helped pre-
vent the kind of violence
that erupted elsewhere
when black men were
killed in encounters with
law enforcement.

It’s the second time
in recent weeks a jury has
deadlocked in an officer-
involved shooting. A mis-

trial was declared Nov. 12
when a jury in Cincinnati
couldn’t reach a verdict in
the case of a former cam-
pus police officer who was
also charged with shooting
a Black motorist.

The video in the Scott
slaying renewed debate
about how blacks are
treated by white law offic-
ers. There have been simi-
lar debates over race and
policing in places from
New York to Ferguson,
Missouri, and from Tulsa,
Oklahoma, to North Caro-
lina.

“We’re not going to
tear up this city,” Anthony
Scott said. “We’re not
happy. But we’re not sad.”

Solicitor Scarlett Wil-
son praised Scott’s family
for their patience and un-
derstanding.

“They have not re-
ceived the credit they de-
serve in their calm leader-
ship for the community,”
she said in a statement.
“The Scotts have been a
sterling example of dignity
and grace in extraordinary
circumstances.”

Slager also faces trial
next year in federal court
on charges of depriving
Scott of his civil rights.

Gov. Nikki Haley said
that she understood there
will be “a new trial where

the Scott family and all of
South Carolina will hope-
fully receive the closure
that a verdict brings. Jus-
tice is not always immedi-
ate, but we must all have
faith that it will be served
I certainly do.”

While Slager is White
and Scott was Black, the
video, not the races of the
men, dominated the trial.

Scott was pulled over
in North Charleston for
having a broken taillight on
his 1990 Mercedes and
then fled the car, running
into a vacant lot. Family
members have said he
may have run because he
was worried about going
to jail because he was
$18,000 behind on child
support.

The prosecution ar-
gued that the 35-year-old
Slager let his sense of au-
thority get the better of
him.

The defense main-
tained that the two men
wrestled on the ground,
that Scott got control of
Slager’s stun gun and then
pointed the weapon at the
officer before the shoot-
ing.

Last year, the city of
North Charleston reached
a $6.5 million civil settle-
ment with Scott’s family in
the wake of the shooting.
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National Recycling Day

Hello everybody, to-
day I want to talk to you
about how Top Teens of
America volunteered to
help the community be-
come cleaner during Na-
tional Recycling Day.  Be-
fore I do that I would like
to invite you guys to come
to my school on December
9th to hear our orchestra
play in the cafeteria.
There will be food and en-
tertainment for everyone!
Now I will tell you about
National Recycling Day.

 National Recycling
Day starts on November
15. National Recycling
Day is a day when people
help raise awareness of

Malakhi Washington
Covington Academy

Kayla Winn
Manor New Technology

Averill Topps
Stephen F. Austin H.S.

the benefits of recycling.
For example, if you buy
products that can be re-
cycled it will cost less than
products that can’t be re-
cycled. The number of re-
cycled goods has in-
creased a substantial
amount over the last thirty
years because of this holi-
day. People have realized
what kind of harmful im-
pact non-recyclable goods
have on our planet. For
example, when you throw
away a Coca-Cola can that
aluminum can goes to a
Transfer Station, then
goes to a landfill where it
is incinerated. This re-
leases harmful chemicals
into the air, poisoning our
atmosphere. Top Teens of
America has volunteered
to help our community by
raising awareness of what
happens when you throw
non-recyclable goods
away and why you should
think about what you
should buy before you buy
it.

That’s all for this
week. Until Next Time. Go
Austin High Maroons

Christmas

December 25th is
the day that everyone
sets aside to celebrate
the holiday named
Christmas. Christmas is
the day that my family
and I believe that Jesus
Christ was born. Christ-
mas is one of my favor-
ite holidays because you
get gifts and you set time
aside to spend with your
family. This year we will
wake up and go to church

for a hour and then go
back home to open our
presents.

Every year we get
the best gifts! This
Christmas I want a
phone, laptop, camera,
and gift cards. Every
Christmas my family
makes a lot of food and
my grandpa sits and
hands out gifts while my
grandma and mom and
aunt takes pictures, but
this year it will be a little
different because my
grandpa will be working
so I do not know who will
be passing out the pre-
sents. I would love to
take his place, just for
this year! I am very ex-
cited that I have already
bought all of my presents
for the people that mean
the most to me! This
Christmas I know will be
a great Christmas!

Christmas Break Traditions

During the week be-
fore Christmas break vari-
ous events occur at Manor
New Tech High School
(MNTHS). One event that
has become a tradition is
the student versus staff
basketball game and
alumni panel. On the Fri-
day before break the

alumni from the previous
graduating class come to
MNTHS to speak about
their first few months as a
college student. The stu-
dents are told to ask the
alumni any questions they
have regarding life after
high school.

Most have bothe
good and bad experiences
that high school students
can learn from in the fu-
ture. After the panel
alumni that chose to play
in the student versus staff
basketball game do their
last minute workouts and
preparations before the
game. Freshman, sopho-
mores, jouniors, and se-
niors are allowed to par-
ticipate in or watch the
game.

Meet was December
3rd, I had my second First
Tech Challenge (FTC) of
the year. I have a neigh-
borhood team, which
means that we are not a
part of a school group or
organization. In total
there are 4 kids in the
group. We competed
against other robots, but
not like the show Battle
Bots. Instead of fighting
we try to complete chal-

The Second FTC

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

lenges such as parking
on the ramp, picking up
balls, throwing them etc.
I have done this before
and this is now my sec-
ond time competing.
While we competed we
were having trouble with
our program.

Our robot was not
able to move for majority
of the competition which
was really upsetting. We
had to depend on our al-
liance to help us. It was
really upsetting to our al-
liance, and to ourselves
that we could not move.
Every time we finished
competing, we went back
to a place called the "pit"
where we fix our robot if
needed. We were the last
group to compete, and
the robot had finally
started to work. Our
overall score was 6th
place, out of 12 places. I
once again enjoyed it just
like last time. I can't wait
for the next one to come.

Children's Christmas Party

On Saturday Decem-
ber 3, 2016,  the East Com-
munities YMCA held an
annual Children's Christ-
mas Party to help spread
holiday cheer to those in
need.  The kids played on
bouncy houses and got to
talk to Santa.

Joshua Moore
KIPP Austin Academy

When the kids started
to arrive they entered the
gym and started playing on
the bouncy houses.  There
were three different bouncy
houses.  One of them had a
slide and on another one
they played dodgeball.  On
the third one, they just did
a lot of flips.

As people started to
leave the kids got a chance
to hug Santa.  All the kids
received a present.  After
they received a present
they were able to get pop-
corn and hot cocoa.

I participated in this
event by passing out pre-
sents as people started to
leave.  I received an elf
shirt for volunteering.  This
party was very fun and I
can't wait to do it again
next year.

Sickle Cell Anima Breakfast

The Sickle Cell Asso-
ciation of Texas Marc Tho-
mas Foundation hosted a
Christmas breakfast party
at the YMCA in Austin. On
December 3, families of
people impacted with
sickle cell anemia were
invited to the party for
food, arts and crafts, and
presents. The party also
rose awareness to the vol-
unteers when the children
and adults who live with
the sickle cell disease
shared their stories.

Sickle cell anemia is
when red blood cells form
crescent shapes, or sick-
les, rather than disks. The
sickled blood cells are not
flexible like normal cells,
so they get trapped in
blood vessels, blocking the
blood flow. The SCATMTF

Cyrena Matingou
Cedar Ridge H. S.

offers services to people
with sickle cell, such as
camps for children with the
disease to scanning for
the disease. Emily Oshea
is a social worker who
works with the associa-
tion. At the breakfast, her
favorite part was when
“the speakers shared their
stories.” She enjoyed hear-
ing them explain how they
live with the disease and
she loved hearing a little
girl with sickle cell sing
“Twinkle, Twinkle Little
Star.” Emily loves working
with the SCATMTF, be-
cause “I love working with
people who enjoy helping
people. The association is
a great place to work, be-
cause they truly care
about the families.”

This was my first
time volunteering at this
event and it was an inspir-
ing experience. Many
families came out, even
though the weather was
not optimal, showing their
gratitude to the organiza-
tion. I was amazed by all
the courageous children
battling the disease, so I
loved handing out pre-
sents to them and seeing
them run around with each
other. Everyone was very
kind and happy to be
there, whether volunteer-
ing or with their families.

Gattiland Lock-in

On Friday, my band
had our annual Gattiland
lock-in where we stay at
the Gattiland in Round
Rock for the night. We got
there around 11pm to get
everyone settled and lis-
ten to instructions. I got
together with my group of

friends and we went to go
play games before we ate.
One of my favorite games
was  the rollercoaster
simulation. We got drinks
and ate pizza, but I only got
a few breadsticks and lem-
onade. We walked around
for a few hours and prob-
ably spent a whole hour
trying to knock down
clowns. When we got
bored we went to watch
the movie that was show-
ing and I went to sleep.
When I woke up it was
around six which was the
time to leave and my mom
was on her way. I said bye
to my friends and went
home where I went right
back to sleep. The lock- in
was fun, and I was glad I
didn’t get sick like last
year.

Kennedy George
Pflugerville Cele M. S.

Merry Christmas

Ava Roberts
Spring Hill Elementary

HoHoHo, it is almost
Christmas!  I am thankful
for many things and do
know the reason for the
season. My favorite thing
is giving and receiving

gifts.   I donate time and
gifts to various community
outreach programs.  Also I
make my wish list and
hope that Santa brings
gifts from the list.

I believe that every-
thing on my list will be
"hot" items for 2016.  I
have listed toys, comput-
ers, and electronics. My
short list includes wireless
headphones, Amazon
Echo, camera, fitness
watch, bicycle, and Play
Station 4 Pro.  I can hardly
wait to see what I will get!
I hope that you have a
Merry Christmas and get
at least one thing from you
list!

Santa Special presented by The George Washington Carver Am-
bassadors on Saturday, December 17th from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.  at the
George Washington Carver Museum & Cultural Center 1165 Angelina
St., Austin, Texas 78702.

Sweet treats, Christmas crafts, and a FREE photo with Santa! Call
(512) 974-4926 to RSVP by Wednesday, December 14th.

2016
Santa

Special



www.theaustinvillager.com                                            THE COURIER                             THE VILLAGER/December 9, 2016 ~  Page 5

Pioneers Meeting

Kevin Parish
Park Crest M.S.

Jalen Moore
KIPP Austin Collegiate

Sarah Robertson
Athlos Leadership Acad.

Last week, my friend
Brenda and I were as-
signed the task of leading
a meeting. We've done
this once before, but we
had the help of two se-
niors. This time, we were
completely on our own.

We needed to pitch
the idea of a 'partnering
program' rather than a
student mentorship be-

cause that established one
student as at a higher level
than another. With the
concept of partnership,
the two students would
motivate and help each
other while sti ll being
equals.

With this in mind, we
took a different approach
to leading the meeting.
Instead of having a
PowerPoint about the
idea, we decided that it
would be best if we all sat
down in a circle and dis-
cussed the idea together.
Ultimately, I think this ap-
proach was more success-
ful than the traditional
manner of leading a meet-
ing. It allowed everyone to
contribute their ideas
about the program and
made the experience sig-
nificantly less intimidating.

After School Activities

For an after school
activity, I participate in the
Krew 12 program with the
African American Youth
Harvest Foundation. Krew
12 is a program that allow
kids who are interested in
film, computers and cam-
eras to have an opportu-
nity for mentoring, tutor-
ing and engage in project-
based learning. Tuesday
we had the opportunity to
use our skills and knowl-
edge for the Austin Police
Department. We will be
making three Public Ser-
vice Announcements (or
PSA) and one short film.
The purpose is to share
important information to

the community.

This will not be my
first time doing PSA's and
short films because I did a
similar project last year
and I hope I have a lot of
fun filming this year. I re-
ally enjoy the people and
the project with Krew 12
this year. I think this year I
have a better opportunity
to share my creativity
through films. For this PSA,
I've learned a lot of things
about camera angles,
lighting, and positioning
the camera. I can't wait to
see the final produce from
filming this past Tuesday
for the Austin Police De-
partment because I can
tell that this is going to be
an informative PSA. In
Krew 12, we are doing a lot
of great and new projects
that we didn't get the op-
portunity to do last year.
I'm very optimistic about
what will happen with Krew
12 in the near future and I
think after school activities
are wonderful because
there are somethings you
can’t do at school.

America’s team, the
Dallas Cowboys, is doing
great this year and they
have two rookies that are
the face of the team. With
the help of Ezekiel Elliott
and Dak Prescott the
Cowboy’s record is 11-1
and looking to take an-
other win against the New
York Giants. They are also

How ‘bout “Dem” Cowboys
looking to make the 10
game winning streak to a
11 game winning streak.
Since Tony Romo got hurt
in preseason Dak is having
an amazing year and
Ezekiel Elliott is also doing
great this year. He recently
broke Tony Dorsett’s single
season rushing record for
a rookie.

Some people hate-
on the Cowboys and
some people love them
so it will be interesting to
see what will  happen
over these next few
games. Last year they fin-
ished the season 4-10.
They failed to make the
playoffs but now they are
looking to make the play-
offs and probably go to
Super Bowl LI.

Alyssa James Winn
Manor High School

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Privileges

After months of privi-
leges being revoked be-
cause the  students started
to decrease the number in
tardies, absences, and the
amount of trash outside of

the school. Manor High
School has also given stu-
dents music at lunch
thanks to the junior class
who asked the principal.
The idea came from music
being played in the hall-
ways during passing peri-
ods. Students have also
been granted talent shows
so they can show off their
talents to the school. They
are thinking about giving
students mini prep-rally's
as well. Manor High
School often has privileges
added  when good behav-
ior is shown. My opinion is
that the privileges are
good because we get re-
warded for our hard work
and commitment to our
education and school.

Inclusive STEM Education

A group of students
from the Austin area
were personally invited
to the White House for a
science, technology, en-
gineering, and math
{STEM} conference,
known as the White
House Conference on In-
clusive STEM Education.
They belong to Changing
Expectations, an organi-
zation that focuses on
higher education for mi-

norities in science and
technology. Solomon
Starkes, one of those stu-
dents, said his favorite
part of the conference
was “weeting all  the
people like Dr. Mae
Jemison and Dr. Bernard
Harris.” Dr. Jemison and
Dr. Harris are astronauts
that made history.

Kaleb Winn, another
middle school student in
Changing Expectations,
was selected to speak on
the panel. He learned that
“with all the STEM experts
who were in attendance at
this White House confer-
ence on inclusion, there
does not appear to be a
clear consensus on what
needs to be done to en-
courage more minority
youth and girls to continue
on the STEM path past the
fifth grade.” The trip was a
memorable experience for
the kids and shows that
one is never too young to
make a difference.

That’s
My Face:

Young
Adult
Film

Series:
“Race”
(2016)

That’s My Face is a
Film Series for Young
Adults. We will be screen-
ing influential films and
works by Black Filmmak-
ers. December’s film is
“Race” (2016), Jesse
Owens’ quest to become
the greatest track and field
athlete in history thrusts
him onto the world stage
of the 1936 Olympics,
where he faces off against
Adolf Hitler’s vision of
Aryan supremacy.

Rating: Rated PG-13
for thematic elements and
language.

Mon December 19th
6:30 pm | 8:30 pm

Lee Elementary Celebrates,
Honors Bettie Mann

Saluting more than
four decades of service,
Austin ISD honored former
teacher Bettie Mann De-
cember 8, 2016.

Mann, the first Afri-
can-American teacher at
Russell Lee Elementary,
where she taught for more
than 40 years, will have a
wing of the school dedi-

cated to her.
During her career,

Mann taught every grade
at the school. Her sons
were the first black stu-
dents at Lee Elementary.

Honoring the Past –
The Medal of Honor for

Dorie Miller?

by: Marsha Joyner
Special to the AFRO

As the nation honors
the past on the 75th com-
memoration of the dawn
of World War II, I am re-
questing that you write to
the President about
awarding the Medal of
Honor to World War II
Messman Attendant Sec-
ond Class Doris Miller for
his acts of valor during the
December 7th, 1941, at-
tack on Pearl Harbor
which indeed made him a
hero of epic proportions.

Seventy four years is
a very long time. Since
April 19, 1942, thousands
have requested that the
U.S. Navy recommend
Doris Miller for the Medal
of Honor. It is never too
late to do the right thing.

The president’s bold
acknowledgement of the
24 Army veterans who de-
served Medals of Honor
but were denied them due
to racism is part of Presi-
dent Obama’s broader ef-
fort to highlight racial in-
justice and cultural aware-
ness.

President Obama
made an effort to correct
an historical act of dis-
crimination when he
awarded the Medal of
Honor, the nation’s highest

commendation for com-
bat valor, to a group of His-
panic, Jewish and African-
American veterans who
were passed over because
of their racial or ethnic
backgrounds.

The unusual presen-
tation culminated a 12-
year Pentagon review or-
dered by Congress into
past discrimination in the
ranks and will hold a par-
ticular poignancy when
conducted by the nation’s
first African-American
president.

Although the review
predates Obama’s tenure,
he has made great strides
addressing discrimination
in the military.

In 2002, Congress
called for a review of war
records from World War II,
the Korean War and the
Vietnam War to ensure
that soldiers deserving the
Medal of Honor were not
denied because of preju-
dice.

The reassessment
sent a host of candidates
through the various ser-
vice boards that decide on
Medal of Honor recipients
and then to the Joint
Chiefs for approval. Two
dozen veterans — all from
the Army — emerged as
worthy of an upgrade to
the Medal of Honor.

World War II Messman Attendant Second Class
Doris Miller.  (Courtesy Photo)
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Austin Based Nonprofit, Impacting Lives on the African Continent

On December 2,
2016, a local nonprofit
“Well Aware” Organiza-
tion held a fundraiser
event in the heart of
downtown Austin. Despite
the rain and the cold
weather, numerous indi-
viduals came out to sup-
port this Austin based
nonprofit organization
that does a lot of work on
the African Continent. The
event started from 8 AM
and ended at 12AM offer-
ing a variety of entertain-
ment for the attendees.
There was a great musical
performance and also a
virtual artist present at the
event.

According to the or-
ganizers, the event was
well attended by Central
Texas who supports the
work that Well Aware

Pictured left to right are “Well Aware” nonprofit organizers: Lindsey, Staff member; Sarah, founder
and Barbara. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

does on the African conti-
nent, especially in the na-
tion of Kenya. According to

Well Aware, “It is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization
with headquarters in Aus-

tin, Texas that provides in-
novative and sustainable
solutions to water scarcity

and contamination in Af-
rica. We fund and imple-
ment life-saving water sys-

tems to drive economic
development and build
self-sufficient communi-
ties.”

Well Aware which
was founded in 2008 has
made “good usage” of ev-
ery dollar received. Ac-
cording to Well Aware,
“We believe that it is our
obligation to our commu-
nities and our donors to be
the best possible stewards
of their trust and re-
sources. So, we combine
innovation, collaboration,
and community involve-
ment to have an exponen-
tial impact.” In addition,
they have produced some
results that have changed
lives of individuals on the
African continent. A few of
their numerous accom-
plishments in 2016 include
having, “More than
145,000 cumulative lives
impacted and 81% of ev-
ery dollar directly funded
our projects.”

Anioma Women’s Association Host Christmas Celebration

Saturday, December
3, 2016, the Anioma (Nige-
rian American) Women’s
Association Austin Branch
held its annual Christmas
party. Moreover, it was the
Anioma Women’s Associa-
tion sixth annual Christ-
mas celebration, which
was full of cultural (Nige-
rian) presentations. The
event was marked by vari-
ous types of presentations
and dances. The event was
well attended by the
members of the commu-
nity. It was an opportunity
for Anioma people to re-
affirm their cultural iden-
tity and heritage. For their
guests, it was an opportu-
nity to teach others about
their customs, traditions,
and values.

According the Associa-
tion, “The name Anioma

Pflugerville City Council
Swearing In Ceremony

was used by late Chief Den-
nis Osadebay to describe
the peace loving people

who inhabited the geo-
graphical areas known to-
day as Delta North. In addi-

tion, the Anioma Diaspora
in Central Texas can trace
their origins to areas of Ni-

geria such as “Ukwuani,
Ndokwa West, Ndokwa
East, South Ika, North Ika,

North Aniocha, South
Aniocha and Oshimili.”
Moreover, the association
allows for them to pass on
the knowledge of their cul-
ture and languages to the
next generation who has
been “Americanized.”

The Anioma Women’s
Association is a social orga-
nization that seeks to bring
their community together.
According to the associa-
tion, “our mission is to be
there to support each
other, especially in this far
away land of America. We
regard ourselves as born
of the same mother in
which we greet each other
as Ofunne Amaka.” In ad-
dition, the association was
formed to share each
other joy in good times
and in challenging times to
help each other.” More-
over, they meet once a
month to deal with the in-
ternal working of their or-
ganization.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Anioma Association Organizers

On November 29th, 2016 the city of Pflugerville held a swearing in
ceremony for the incoming Mayor Gonzales and for the incoming City
Council member Doug Weiss.  The swearing in ceremony was very well
attended by individuals from both Pflugerville and surrounding areas.  It
was an opportunity to “celebrate” the achievements of these two indi-
viduals who managed to convince the voters to give them a chance to
represent them.

The swearing in ceremony marks the transition from old adminis-
tration to a new one. The transition also better reflects the “diversity”
of Pflugerville. Now, it is time for the residents of Pflugerville to come
together and put Pflugerville first. Pflugerville is at a crossroad in which
the next 4 years will be crucial for the city. The next 4 years will deter-
mine whether or not Pflugerville will grow into a “city.”

Pflugerville has been growing at a fast rate. As the city grows, it will
have to find ways to keep its residents to both live and work in the area.
Some of the new ideas will be to start building more office spaces, in
order, to attract more businesses to move within the Pflugerville city
limits. Not only has some council member sought to increase the office
space but, also have thought to build more roads. According to some,
Pflugerville shouldn’t wait to build roads because it will latter avoid traf-
fic issues which Austin faces. Now the question is will Pflugerville retain
its “small town feel” in the next 4 years?

by Tsoke  (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

PFLUGERVILLE INAUGURAL CEREMONY - Pictured left to right is
Doug Weiss, Newly Elected Pflugerville City Council Member and Barbara
Najera a supporter of Mr Weiss. Photo courtesy of Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Sheryl Cole Discussion on Campaign for
State House Represenative District 46

Wednesday December 14, 2016, 6:30 pm | 8:30 pm at the
George Washington Carver Museum, Cultural, and Genealogy

Center, 1165 Angelina St., Austin, TX 78702
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Austin Travis County Integral
Care is currently soliciting
proposals through a Request for
Proposals (RFP) process for a
Veterans Service Program. RFPs
may be sent electronically, by
contacting Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@atcic.org or (512)
440-4022 beginning December 2,
2016.  The deadline to submit a
proposal under the RFP is 4 p.m.
CST on January 6, 2017.
Historically Underutilized
Businesses, including Minority-
Owned Businesses and Women-
Owned Businesses, are encouraged
to apply.

New Jobs for the
Week of 12/04/2016

District Police, Patrol Officer
Location is assigned

Job# 1611048
Specialist, Custodial Operations

Support
Location as assigned

Job# 1611045
Technician, Senior IT (Computer

Support)
Location as assigned

Job# 1611040

Musician Needed
Holy Cross Catholic
Church seeks music
director.  Must read
music and play con-
temporary and tradi-
tional gospel music.
Contact Barbara Scott
(512-922-1202 & text;
barbara_scott@sbcglobal.net)
or Ron Collins (512-569-
4424 &text;ron.collins 20
@yahoo.com).

Hillary Clinton Gets 2 Million More Votes Than Donald
Trump and Everyone Pretends They Don’t Notice

By Lauren Victoria
Burke

(NNPA Newswire
Contributor)

Imagine  if  Donald
Trump  got  two million
more  votes  than Hillary
Clinton, but by some fluke
of Electoral College math,
Clinton won. What would
Trump be saying? The an-
swer is easy: He’d be say-
ing what  he  said weeks
before Election Day: That
the  election was  rigged
against  him.  Why  the
same isn’t true the other
way  around  is  anyone’s
guess.

On November 23, we
learned  that  Clinton  re-
ceived  two million more
popular votes than Trump.
Yeah,  I  know: Trump will
be the next President. At
some point someone has
to ask: Does it make sense
that  the person who  re-
ceived the most votes isn’t
the winner? Does it make
sense  that Clinton has  a
wider  vote margin  over
Trump than seven people
who  eventually  became
President?

Pictured is an undated photo of Hillary Clinton. Lauren Victoria Burke says that the Demo-
crats need to reconsider running establishment candidates at the top of the ticket in an age of anti-
establishment politics.

The  talk  after  the
election  was  that  the
Democratic  Party  needs
an overhaul and all is lost
for  the  party.  But  the
Democrats  should  be
careful  not  to  over-cor-

rect. If receiving two mil-
lion more votes signals a
crisis, that’s quite some-
thing.   Just  imagine that
Democrats  received  2
million more  votes with
an  imperfect  candidate

of the past carrying loads
of baggage.

The bigger problem
for the Democrats is run-
ning establishment can-
didates at the top of the
ticket in an age of anti-
establishment  politics
doesn’t work. The 2008
run  of  Barack  Obama
should  have  taught
them  the  value  of
change  politics  to  the
American  voters.    But
what   d id   the  Demo-
crat ic   Party   —  more
specif ical ly  President
Obama —  do  instead?
As  the  leader   of   the
party,   the  Pres ident
handpicked  Hi l lary
Clinton as his successor,
put  her  in  the  position
of  Secretary  of  State,
selected  a  Democratic
Nat ional   Committee
Chair who wouldn’t get

in  the way and  fought
against Vice President
Joe  Biden  and  Sen.
Bernie Sanders’ efforts
during  the  primaries.
And we all know what
happened next.

It’s  unlikely  all  of
that   would  happen
again,  but  after  Presi-
dent Obama made the
DNC an afterthought in
favor of his Obama for
America  (OFA) affinity
project ,   who  knows
what the future holds.

“Mr. Trump  is un-
f i t   to   serve.   H is
scapegoat ing  of   so
many  Americans,  and
his  impulsivity,  bully-
ing ,   ly ing ,   admitted
history  of  sexual  as-
sault, and utter lack of
experience make him a
danger,”  wrote  Elijah
Berg ,   who  has

AUSTIN, Texas — Ad-
vocates  are  celebrating  a
federal  report  showing  a
significant reduction in the
homeless  population  in
Texas over the past decade.
According  to  the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development’s  annual
count,  homelessness  in
Texas dropped by almost 42
percent from 2007 to 2016
- a period when the state’s
overall population grew 13
percent.  Eric  Samuels,  ex-
ecutive director at the Texas
Homeless  Network,  said
the progress is due to bet-
ter funding and support, as
well  as  new methods  for
housing the homeless. “It’s
either permanent  support
housing or  rapid  re-hous-
ing, right away.

Survey:
Texas

Reduces
Homelessness
by 42 Percent

Since 2007

Alleged Church Killer to Be His Own Lawyer
Jury selection began this week in the trial of Dylann Storm Roof

By Frederick H. Lowe
Special to the Trice Edney News Wire from NorthStarNewsToday.com

(TriceEdneyWire.com)
- U.S. District Court Judge
Richard  Mark  Gergel
ruled on November 28th
that Dylann Storm Roof,
a white supremacist who
is  charged with murder-
ing  nine  black  parishio-
ners  during  Bible  study
last year in a Charleston,
S.C.,  church,  can  act  as
his own lawyer in a case
that  he  faces  the  death
penalty.

Judge Gergel issued a
verbal order in open court
after Roof  filed a motion
Sunday  night  asking  if
could act as his own coun-
sel    in  the  trial  involving
the June 17, 2015, massa-
cre  at  Emanuel  African
Methodist Episcopal, a his-
toric black church in down-
town Charleston.

Other lawyers will sit
with Roof at  the defense
table, but he will “call the
shots,”  said  Charles W.
Hall, a member of the pub-
lic affairs office of the Ad-
ministrative Office of  the
Courts in Washington D.C.,
told  NorthStar  News
T o d a y . c o m . /
BlackmanStreetToday.com.

Judge Gergel allowed
Roof to represent himself
after ruling on Friday that
he was mentally  compe-
tent to stand trial.

“The  court  con-
ducted  a  competency
hearing on November 21-
22, 2016, and received tes-
timony  and  voluminous
documents and other  in-
formation  related  to  the
issue of competency. They
included  the  live  testi-
mony  of  Dr.  James  C.

Ballenger,  a  court-ap-
pointed  examiner,  and
four other witnesses and
the  testimony  by  sworn
affidavits  of  three  addi-
tional  persons,”  Judge
Gergel wrote.

Judge Gergel then is-
sued  his  ruling.  “After
carefully  considering  the
record before  the  court,
the  relevant  legal  stan-
dard, and  the arguments
of counsel, the court now
finds and  concludes  that
the defendant  is  compe-
tent to stand trial.”

495 Potential Jurors
Jury  selection  also

began  today,  Hall  said.
There  are  495  potential
jurors will go through voir
dire. The pool will be  re-
duced to 70. From the 70,
prosecutors  and defense
will select 12 jurors and six
alternates, Hall said.

Federal  prosecutors
have  charged  Roof with
the Hate Crimes Act  Re-
sulting in Death, the Hate

Crimes  Act  Involving  an
Attempt  to Kill, Obstruc-
tion of Exercise of Religion
Resulting  in  Death,  Ob-
struction  of  Exercise  of
Religion  Involving   an At-
tempt to Kill and Use of a
Dangerous Weapon  and
Use of a Firearm to Com-
mit Murder During  and in
Relation to a Crime of Vio-
lence, according to the 15-
page indictment. Roof has
plead not guilty.

In addition, he faces
state  murder  charges
bought by South Carolina,
which also  is  seeking  the
death penalty. That trial is
scheduled  to  begin  in
January.

Roof sat for an hour
with Emanuel parishioners
before  firing  his  gun,  a
Glock .45-caliber pistol.

Roof,  22,  said  he
killed  the churchgoers  to
incite a race war. The pis-
tol was loaded with eight
magazines of hollow-point
bullets.

Dylann Storm Roof

launched  the  pet it ion
urging  electors  to  vote
for  Hillary  Clinton  over
Donald Trump. The peti-
t ion  now  has  over  4.6
million people signed on.

Former Green Party
candidate  for  President
Ji ll  Stein  has  raised  $5
million  dollars  for  a  re-
count efforts in Wiscon-
s in ,   Pennsylvania   and
Michigan.  You  can  bet
that the two states with
Republ ican  governor,
Wisconsin and Michigan,
will  reject  a  recount  for
fear  of what  they might
find.
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Fidel Castro Is Dead
When Castro First Came to the U.S.,

He Stayed in Harlem and Met with Malcolm X

By Frederick H. Lowe  | Special to the Trice Edney News Wire
from NorthStarNewsToday.com

Fidel Castro and Malcolm X

(TriceEdneyWire.com)
- On September, 18, 1960,
when Fidel Castro led a
Cuban delegation to New
York City to speak before
the United Nations, they
stayed at the Hotel
Theresa in Harlem, where
they met with Malcolm X,
poet Langston Hughes and
other African-American
leaders.

The meetings and
their location caused an
immediate sensation, al-
though details of the con-
versations are not known.
Two Black reporters and a
Black photographer at-
tended the meetings, ac-
cording to the book
“Memories of a Meeting
Between Fidel and
Malcolm X,”  published by
Black Classic Press. Castro
and Malcolm X spoke to
each other through inter-
preters.

Castro also walked
Harlem’s streets, shaking
hands and talking with
residents while drinking
orange juice, according to
Pan African News Wire.

Thousands of Harlem
residents gave Castro a
rousing reception.  They
stood in the pouring rain
outside his balcony win-
dow to cheer him.

They were unfazed
by the government’s red
baiting. U.S. Vice President
Richard Nixon believed
Castro was leaning to-
wards Communism. But
Castro did not declare

himself a Communist un-
til late 1961.

Cuba’s leader an-
gered the American gov-
ernment and the Ameri-
can Mafia by nationalizing
U.S. companies and invest-
ments in Cuba and closing
Mafia-owned casinos and
bordellos, according to T.
J. English’s book “Havana
Nocturne: How the Mob
Owned Cuba… And Then
Lost It to the Revolution.”

Castro, who had
overthrown the corrupt
U.S.–backed government
of Cuban dictator
Fulgenico Batista in 1959,
delivered on September
26, 1960, a scathing more
than four-hour speech at
the United Nations con-
cerning U.S. aggression
and imperialism.

Castro, Cuba’s Maxi-
mum Leader, who
launched his revolutionary
overthrow of Cuba’s gov-
ernment in November
1956 with an army of 82
recruits, died after a long
illness Friday in Havana,
Cuba’s capital. He was 90.

Castro led the coun-
try for 50 years, defying
the power of 10 U.S. presi-
dents and numerous at-
tempts to assassinate or
overthrow him, including
the failed Bay of Pigs inva-
sion in 1961, ordered by
President John F. Kennedy.

The announcement
of Castro’s death sparked
celebrations in Miami’s
Little Havana and days of

mourning in Cuba.
President Barack

Obama visited Cuba in
May and met with Raul
Castro, Fidel’s brother.
Raul succeeded Fidel in
2008 because of his
brother’s illness. President
Obama extended his con-
dolences to the Castro
family.

“Today, we offer con-
dolences to Fidel Castro’s
family, and our thoughts
and prayers are with the
Cuban people. In the days
ahead, they will recall the
past and also look to the
future. As they do, the Cu-
ban people must know
that they have a friend and
partner in the United
States of America,” said
President Obama.

Man Arrested in Joe McKnight’s
Death; Louisiana Sheriff Attempts

to Defend Probe
by: Rebecca Santana and Bill Fuller | Associated Press

(Left) Booking photo released by the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office
shows Ronald Gasser, 54, the man who fatally shot ex-NFL player Joe
McKnight (right) in a New Orleans suburb during a road rage dispute.
Gasser was arrested late Monday, Dec. 5, 2016, jailed on a charge of man-
slaughter. He was initially taken into custody after the shooting last Thurs-
day, but he was released without being charged pending further investi-
gation. (AP Photos/Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office and AP File)

HARVEY, La. (AP)—
The Louisiana man who
fatally shot ex-NFL player
Joe McKnight during a
road rage dispute was
jailed on a manslaughter
charge as a sheriff angrily
defended the investigation
Tuesday, saying authorities
“strategically” waited for
days to make the arrest
because they needed to
find independent wit-
nesses.

Ronald Gasser, 54,
was initially taken into cus-
tody after the shooting last
Thursday but he was re-
leased without being
charged, drawing heated
criticism from protesters
who said race played a role
in the investigation. Gas-
ser, who is White, was ar-
rested late Monday.
McKnight was Black.

Jefferson Parish Sher-
iff Newell Normand
pounded on a podium dur-
ing a news conference ex-
plaining the investigation.

“This isn’t about race.
Not a single witness has
said … a single racial slur
was uttered,” the sheriff
said.

The case comes at a
time of intense scrutiny in
the African-American
community about the
shootings of Black men, in
particular by police. While
this case doesn’t involve a
police shooting, it has
flared temperatures and
drawn protests at the
sheriff’s department.

It’s not clear whether
Gasser has an attorney.
Attempts to reach Gasser’s
family unsuccessful Tues-
day.

The sheriff said the
dispute between the men
started on a bridge and
proceeded into a New Or-
leans suburb, with both
men driving erratically and
yelling at each other. Even-
tually, the cars came to a
stop and McKnight con-
fronted Gasser, who was
still seated in his car, the
sheriff said. Gasser pulled
out a gun and shot
McKnight three times, kill-
ing him. When deputies
arrived, the sheriff said
Gasser handed them his
gun and said he shot
McKnight, 28.

The sheriff said
McKnight did have a gun
in his vehicle but no evi-
dence suggested he in-
sinuated anything about it.
It was his stepfather’s gun,
and his stepfather’s ve-
hicle.

During the news con-
ference, the sheriff read
aloud some of the deroga-
tory remarks about the in-
vestigation, including ra-
cially charged comments.

“We have sometimes
unrealistic expectations of
how these things work …
you don’t just run out and
start slapping cuffs on
people,” Normand said.

He noted that on
Thursday, Gasser gave au-
thorities a statement that
included him being fearful
and defending himself,
saying that McKnight had
made threatening com-
ments. At that point, au-
thorities hadn’t inter-
viewed any independent
witnesses. One person
they had talked to lied to
authorities about what
happened, the sheriff said.

Normand said had an
arrest been made Thurs-
day, he was certain people
would be afraid to come
forward. Instead, authori-
ties identified more than
250 people they wanted to
talk to by identifying li-
cense plates in the area at
the time, and conducted
more than 160 interviews.
The sheriff said several
witnesses were the key to
making the arrest and
made comments contra-
dicting Gasser ’s state-
ments.

He also pointed out
that Gasser didn’t ask for
an attorney but instead sat
with authorities for over
ten hours of interviews in
the days after the shoot-
ing and gave permission
for them to search his
home.

McKnight played
three seasons for the New
York Jets and one with the
Kansas City Chiefs.

The Jets held a mo-
ment of silence Monday
night before their game
against the Indianapolis
Colts at MetLife Stadium
to honor the former run-
ning back.

McKnight was rated
the nation’s No. 1 running
back recruit when he
signed with the University
of Southern California. He
was a fourth-round draft
pick of the Jets in 2010 and
played three seasons for
New York. McKnight had a
107-yard kickoff return for
a touchdown in 2011, and
it remains the longest play
in Jets history.

He also spent a sea-
son with Kansas City, and
most recently played for
the Saskatchewan
Roughriders of the Cana-
dian Football League.

McKnight’s death
was eerily similar to that
of former New Orleans
Saints player Will Smith,
who was killed last April in
a shooting sparked by a
traffic altercation. Cardell
Hayes is charged with sec-
ond-degree murder.

A decade ago, Gasser
was involved in a similar
altercation at the same in-
tersection with a driver.
The sheriff said that in Feb-
ruary 2006, a man ob-
served a truck driving er-
ratically and called a num-
ber on the truck, speaking
to a man later identified as
Gasser.

Gasser and the man
got into a fight on the
phone and then Gasser
followed the man to a ser-
vice station, confronted
him and hit him several
times. Gasser drove away
and the victim called 911.

Investigators found
Gasser and issued a mis-
demeanor summons for
simple battery, which was
later dismissed. Authori-
ties have said they are try-
ing to determine why it
was dismissed.

Jefferson Parish Sheriff
Newell Normand

(AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)

At a press confer-
ence, NFL quarterback
Colin Kaepernick wore a
T-shirt bearing photos of
Malcolm X with commu-
nist dictator Fidel Castro.
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