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Delta Beta Recognizes Community
Leaders with Hearts of Gold

Pastor DeChard
Freeman

Excellence in Religion

Dr. Shalonda Horton
Excellence in Medicine

Ms. Mattie Robinson
Excellence in fine Arts

Mrs. Vanessa Silas
Excellence in

Community Service

Dr. Jeanne M. Spencer
Excellence in Education

AUSTIN, TX - Can-
vassing the Greater Austin
community for visionaries
with hearts of gold and
willing, working hands,
the members of Delta
Beta Chapter, National
Sorority of Phi Delta
Kappa, Inc. announce the
2016 Honorees: Reverend
DeChard Freeman- Reli-
gion; Dr. Shalonda Horton
–Medicine; Ms. Mattie
Robinson – Fine Arts; Mrs.
Vanessa Silas- Community
Service and Dr. Jeanne
Spencer- Education.
These five outstanding
citizens, who have con-
tributed greatly to our
community, will be recog-
nized at the 16th Biennial
Banquet, to be held on
Saturday, February 13,
2016 at the Holiday Inn
Austin -Midtown, 6000

Middle Fiskville Rd. Austin,
TX.

The National Sorority
of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc., an
organization of exemplary
educators, is paying trib-
ute to honorees who have
served as role models for
our young people, ex-
tended a helping hand to
their fellow man and lifted
See LEADERS, page 3

by Naomi Richard | The Austin Villager Newspaper

Unlike the Oscars®, Diversity Not an Issue
at the 2016 Screen Actor Guild Awards®

Idris Elba backstage at the SAG Awards after
receiving two Actors. Photo by Richard Nichols.

The 22nd Annual
Screen Actor Guild
Awards® held January 30
at the Los Angeles Shrine
Exposition Center, was
filled with nominees, win-
ners and program partici-
pants reflecting the rich
composition of our com-
munities. Diversity was
not an issue!

Idris Elba won Out-
standing Performance by
a Male Actor in a Support-
ing Role for “BEASTS OF
NO NATION” and Out-
standing Performance by
a Male Actor in a Televi-
sion Movie or Miniseries
for “LUTHER.” Addition-
ally, Elba made history by
becoming the first actor
to win in 2 categories for
individual performances
in the same year.

Queen Latifah won
Outstanding Performance
by a Female Actor in a
Television Movie or
Miniseries for “BESSIE.”

Viola Davis took
home Outstanding Perfor-
mance by a Female Actor

Pictured left is "How to Get Away with Murder" actress Viola
Davis appears in a Zac Posen design at the 22nd Annual Screen
Actor Guild Awards® on January 30. Photo by Naomi Richard. At
right, Queen Latifah steps on the red carpet wearing a very attrac-
tive gown by Michael Costello at the 22nd Annual Screen Actor
Guild Awards® on January 30. Photo by Naomi Richard.

in a Drama Series for
“HOW TO GET AWAY WITH
MURDER.”

“ORANGE IS THE
NEW BLACK” cast member
Uzo Aduba won Outstand-
ing Performance by a Fe-
male Actor in a Comedy
Series.

I had the honor of in-
terviewing the SAG
Awards® Executive Pro-
ducer, Kathy Connell.

When asked about her ap-
proach to the 2016 Award
Show, she had this to say,
“Our job is to stay out of
the way. It’s all about the
actors and we don’t even
have a host. I am here to
support the actors. These
awards come from their
peers, people who under-
stand their craft. My job is
to create the best party
where everyone can have
fun.”

In the midst of all the
racial tension surrounding

the 2016 Academy
Awards, I praised the SAG
Awards® for their diversity
and for the inclusion of
participants who reflect
our society. Connell smiled
and shared, “We repre-
sent the America scene.
It’s who we are. We have
116,741 members in the
US and Canada from all
areas of life!”

As a fully creden-
tialed member of the me-
dia team covering the
Screen Actor Guild

Awards®, The Austin Vil-
lager observed diversity
not only with the televised
program participants, but
we also found representa-
tion from diverse groups
among the SAG-AFTRA
staff, contractors, spon-
sors and media outlets al-
lowed to cover the presti-
gious affair.

We applaud the SAG
Awards® for their long-
standing commitment to
inclusion from all areas of
our “America scene.”

Carol Burnett
backstage at the SAG

Awards after receiving
the Lifetime

Achievement Award.
Photo by Richard Nichols.

HT garners national
attention with

excelling pilot study.
See HIPHOP
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Public education
advocate takes

Austin by storm.
See RACE
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Rep. Wasserman
honors champions

of justice.
See HISTORY
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What is the
Political
Caucus?

 As the Presidential
candidates spent a lot of time
in Iowa, we heard a lot of talk
about voters attending the
caucus in their precinct.
Many were wondering why
there was so much interest in
this part of the electoral
process.  That is a very good
question.
     While many candidates try
to encourage everyone to vote,
you hear very little talk about
the caucus. The reason for the
interest in the caucus is that it
is where all of the delegates to
the county, state, and national
convention are chosen.  Those
delegates do this process in
order to become a voting
delegate at the national
convention of each party, where
the candidates for each party
are finally selected.  The
delegates at the national
convention decide who will be
the candidate for President
from that party.
     The caucus is held on
Election Day immediately after
the polls close.  You must vote
in the election in order to be
eligible to become a delegate
to the county convention.  Each
voter will sign in under the
name of the person that they
support for president.  And each
group meets to decide the
persons that they will send
forward to the county
convention.  The process is the
same for the State caucus where
the delegates will be elected to
go and vote at the National
Convention.     So, on election
day, your job is more involved
than just casting your ballot. If
you want to have a greater roll
in the political process, then
decide that you want to become
a delegate to the upcoming
convention.  If you do not make
delegate, you could become an
alternate.  You are then eligible
to step-in should one of the
delegates  become unable to
perform that duty.  The votes
cast on election day  is for the
purpose of telling your
delegates your choice for
president.  You will cast your
vote for that person at each
level.
      There is still time to get
educated on the whole process.
The time to get started is now.
Vote and the choice is

yours!
Don’t vote and the

choice is theirs!

Celebrate
Black

History
Month

Celebrate Black History Month
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Huston-Tillotson University Faculty Awarded a
Grant that Connects Composition and Hip Hop

AUSTIN, TEXAS -
Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity Professor Shawanda
Stewart and Dr. Brian
Stone have been awarded
a highly competitive re-
search grant ($5,600) by
the Research Initiative of
the National Council of
Teachers of English/Col-
lege Conference on Com-
position and Communica-
tion (NCTE/CCCC) for their
project, “Critical Hip-Hop
Rhetoric Pedagogy and
Freshman Composition at
an Historically Black Uni-
versity: A Pilot Study.”
Since 1949, the Confer-
ence on College Composi-
tion and Communication

Shawanda Stewart Brian Stone

(CCCC) has been the
world’s largest profes-
sional organization for re-
searching and teaching
composition, from writing
to new media. Professors

Stewart and Stone will gar-
ner national attention
when they present their
research at the upcoming
April NCTE/CCCC meeting
in Houston.

How
Many

Februarys
Will It

Take for
America
to Believe

Black
Children
Are the
Future,

Too?
By

Ikhlas Saleem

Ikhlas SaleemIkhlas Saleem

  In 1986 Whitney
Houston covered the
George Benson hit, The
Greatest Love of All, which
he originally recorded for a
film biography of
Muhammad Ali. Stephen
Holden of The New York
Times wrote that Houston’s
cover gave the “message of
self-worth an astounding
resonance and
conviction…a compelling
assertion of black pride,
family loyalty and spiritual
devotion, all at once.”

My grade-school

friend, Yasmine
Muhammad, who was
blessed with the talent—
and in this case burden—of
a great singing voice, was
requested to sing this song
at every awards ceremony,
academic gathering and
sometimes basketball
games because, why not.

I didn’t know it then
but what an incredible
message to continuously
impart upon children—par-
ticularly children that were
and are descendants of
slaves, carrying almost

400 years of baggage of a
dignity lost and a future
almost impossible to
dream.

So now in 2016, I can
reflect and celebrate my
ancestors that carried the
burden of a back breakin’,
cotton-pickin’ South, while
spending their nights in
hope of freedom trying to
make sense of a language
that was not their own,
while being reminded that
their futures lie in nothing
but death or labor of the
American South.

Nate Bowling has
said it before and I’ll say
it again, while the fate of
black children lies outside
of plantation fields,
America isn’t quite ready
to believe or concede that
black children are the fu-
ture. Instead there’s the

exception. There’s the,
“Jahmal, despite his cir-
cumstances, who has
managed to exceed ex-
pectations.” There’s also,
“Keisha who displays in-
credible potential.” And of
course there a couple of
kids from 90220 and
10027 that “made it.”

You see, it’s much
easier to find exceptions
rather than tending to the
whole lot.

The fact is we’re not
teaching children well and
black children are among
the groups that suffer most.

We’re not making it
easy when we lower stan-
dards for students and
teachers. We’re not mak-
ing it easier when we
lessen measures of ac-
countability for our low-
est-performing schools.

And we’re not making it
easier when we restrict
school enrollment to a
block-radius.

What we are doing is
limiting students’ ability to
show us all the beauty
they possess inside.

Pride is lost when a
high school student can be
thrown from her desk and
arrested in front of her
classmates. Pride is lost
when disciplinary action is
met with a school-to-prison
pipeline. Pride is lost when
you graduate high school
only to take remedial
courses at your local com-
munity college because
your diploma is worthless.

I believe children are
the future, but America has
to believe that black chil-
dren are part of that future,
too.



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Prophetess
Stephanie N’Cho
Associate Pastor

469-226-4679 | www.vainqueurs.org
805 S. Sherman St. Richardson, TX 75081

La Génération des Vainqueurs
Ministry Church

Tuesday - Friday: 3pm -10pm
Walking and Appointment

Wednesday Bible Study | 7:45pm
Friday Prayer |7:45pm

Sunday Service | 10:00am

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY | Christian Education 9:15a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m. (MLK)
Nursery Available
TUESDAY | TNT Bible Study
(Pflugerville) 6:45p.m.
WEDNESDAY | Prayer & Praise 7:00p.m.
Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

512-472-9748 www.davidchapel.org
2211 E.MLK @ Chestnut St. Austin, TX 78702

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

In Loving Memory
Happy 55th Birthday

Gomillion Franklin Byars
Sunrise 2-7-1961 ~ Sunset 2-24-2002

Don’t look for me at the Cemetery Gates, for I have
passed through Heaven’s Gates, the hand of the Lord
has guided me through. As it will now lovingly guide
you, I made my way home peacefully, so be happy for
me. I no longer know the pain of living, in passing I was
all forgiving, I am at peace and gentle rest. To move in
time, do your best, I watch over you now, I always did
somehow. Love me now as you did then and worry not
about being forgiven. When you need me, I will be there
to take care of one another, to love each other. I will be
looking after you, keep well my memory, live on and be
happy. I go in grace to God’s embrace.

I felt your presence when you came through the
cemetery gates. I will always love you and watch over
you. Our friendship will always be there. Laura Brown

Love always, your family, friends.

Gomillion Franklin Byars with his sister,
Patra Ethel Cokley

St. Peter’s UMC
Sponsors Benefit Musical

The public is invited
to support the St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
Family in their “Caring and
Sharing God’s Love for Jack
Cummings Benefit Musi-
cal” scheduled for Satur-
day, February 13, 2016 at
6:30 p.m.  Jack Cummings
was diagnosed with stage
4 lung cancer in January
2015 and in spite of the
long battle, he and his
family remained strong in
their faith, knowing God
was still the ultimate
miracle worker.

Jack served as the

Jack Cummings

drummer/bass guitarist at
St. Peter’s UMC for over
thirty years and had also
been instrumental in Bible
and inspirational/motiva-
tional presentations.  He
was also a thirty-plus
member of the Faithful
Gospel Singers and shared
his gift of music wherever
and whenever he could.

We honor our friend
and brother-in-Christ, Jack
Cummings, who passed
away Sunday morning,
January 31, 2016 and we
surround his wife, Char-
lotte, and family with our
love and support during
this challenging season of
their lives.  A gofund.me/
jackcummings link has
been set up for the conve-
nience of all desiring to
reach out and lend a help-
ing hand during this chal-
lenging time for the fam-
ily.

St. Peter ’s United
Methodist Church is lo-
cated at 4509 Springdale
Road, Austin, Texas 78723.
(512 – 926-1686).  Cheryl
McWilliams and Edna C.
Hunter are the program
coordinators and Rev. Dr.
Jack C. Gause is the pastor.

the spirits of many.
Dr. Shalonda Estelle

Brazzell- Horton will be
honored in the field of
medicine.  Holding a Doc-
torate in Nursing from the
University of Texas at Aus-
tin, she is currently an As-
sistant Professor in Clinical
Nursing at the University
of Texas at Austin. She is a
mentor of African Ameri-
can nursing students and
other youth.

Reverend DeChard
I.H.M. Freeman will be
honored for his work in
the field of religion. He is
the Founder and Senior
Pastor of Abundant Life
Community Baptist
Church. Equipped with a
Masters of Divinity Degree
from Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary and
the anointing of God, he is
an accomplished evange-
list. Affectionately known
as “Pastor Free,” he is also
a recording artist and
screen writer for “Love-

GOLDEN LEADERS OF THE
AUSTIN COMMUNITYCONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1

less,” the Ministry movie.
Ms. Mattie Reese

Boykin- Robinson, pianist
extraordinaire, will be hon-
ored for her stellar work in
the field of fine arts.  Raised
and rooted in the Word of
God by her adopted par-
ents, Ms. Robinson was
mentored by Mrs. Virgie
Carrington DeWitty in
church music.  Perfecting
her skills at Baylor Univer-
sity School of Music, Ms.
Robinson now serves as
Minister of Music at Grant
AME Worship Center and
Music Director of Spectrum
Theatre Company

Mrs. Vanessa Kofer
Silas will be honored for
her outstanding work in
community service.   Using
her Business Management
education from St.
Edwards University, Mrs.
Silas has served as General
Manager of the Millen-
nium Youth Entertainment
Complex for the past 17
years.  She is a George

Washington Carver Mu-
seum Ambassador and the
Board Chair of Athletes
Services Network
America.

 Dr. Jeanne Mont-
gomery Spencer will be
honored for her dedi-
cated, exemplary work in
the field of education.
Holding a Doctorate of
Education degree from
Auburn University, Au-
burn, Alabama, her career
includes Adjunct Professor
at Concordia University
and Texas State University
and Associate Professor at
Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity.  Within Austin ISD, Dr.
Spencer has served as Ad-
ministrative Supervisor of
Middle Schools,  Adminis-
trative Supervisor of the
Department of Special
Education and Principal of
James E. Pearce Middle
School.

The National Sorority
of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. is
a professional non-profit

organization comprised of
female educators dedi-
cated to the task of edu-
cating the youth of
America.   Founded in
1923, in a very segregated
society, this group of eight
courageous African Ameri-
can teachers has ex-
panded to more than 120
chapters and 3000 mem-
bers in 29 states.  The lo-
cal award winning chapter,
Delta Beta, is led by Presi-
dent Crystal Jones.  Mem-
bership includes both ac-
tive and retired educators
who work tirelessly with
the two youth groups fos-
tering excellence in aca-
demics and excellence in a
life of service.  The “Edu-
cation: Heart of the Fu-
ture” Banquet will be an
evening of fine dining, fel-
lowship and fancy foot-
work on the dance floor.
Please contact Carolyn
Wilson at (512) 928-0798
for additional information
and tickets.



 Page 4 ~ THE VILLAGER/February 5, 2016                                     YOUTH BRIGADE                             www.theaustinvillager.com

Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Sarah Robertson
Athlos Leadership Acad.

Martin Luther King Day

Monday January
18th, was Martin Luther
King Jr day.  At time we
celebrate Martin Luther
King Jr. because he is one
of the great leaders in the
African American civil
rights movement.  Martin
Luther King Jr. was a great
man who accomplished
many things in life like: the

Montgomery bus boycott
and helped founded the
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference (SCLC).

There are many
things that Martin Luther
King did but he is most fa-
mous for leading the
March from Selma to
Montgomery and the “I
Have a Dream” speech. He
also won many awards like
the Noble Peace Prize,
Presidential Medal of
Freedom, and the Con-
gressional Gold Medal.
Martin Luther King day
was established as a holi-
day in many cities and
states in 1971 as a federal
holiday.  We take MLK day
to celebrate and remem-
ber the Legacy of Dr. King
and all the many things he
done for the African
Americans community but
for America as a whole.

At O Henry Middle
School we are starting a
Read-A-Thon. The Read-A-
Thon is supported by
BookSpring, an organiza-
tion which helps children

Averill Topps
O. Henry Middle School

get books that will last
them a lifetime. Almost all
of the money goes to
books for children in
American who need them.

So far I have read over
2,000 pages and about 9
hours read in total. The
way the process works is
you pledge a certain
amount of money for each
page or minute I read -
however much you
pledged is how much you
donate.

That's all for today
you guys, see you next
time. Go O Henry Mus-
tangs

Interviewing Sanya Richards

Mrs. Sanya Richards-
Ross is Jamaican - Ameri-
can track and field athlete.
She won the gold in the
2012 Olympics and a gold
in 2008 Olympics! Her and
her husband, Aaron, will
be hosting the 2016 Black
Excellence Tribute Febru-
ary 5th.  I had the
oppurtunity to interview
her. My questions were:

What sport would
you shine in if you weren't
doing track? “Basketball
because I’m fast and can
jump high.”

Have you ever expe-
rienced bullying, when
and how did you handle it?

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

“Yes, I was bullied as a
child, mostly because I
was really tall and really
skinny. Now I look back on
those days and realize
that those bullies made me
stronger and made me
push myself harder to do
my best.”

What is your favorite
food? “I love Curry chicken
but If I wasn't such an ath-
lete and didn't care so
much about my health it
would be pizza.”, “I
strongly agree!” I said.

What advice would
you go back and give your
11 year old self? “To stay
strong, positive, and just
be the best you that you
can be. Always try to work
your hardest and never
give up on yourself.”

What is the next BIG
thing we can expect from
you? “I am training to par-
ticipate in the upcoming
olympics!”

Thank you Mrs.
Richards-Ross for allowing
me to interview you and I
would be happy to inter-
view you anytime! You
truly prove "black girls
rock!".

Read-A-Thon

Genesis Stiggers
Elgin Middle School

A Great Season

Well, Monday, Febru-
ary 1st, 2016. It might just
be an ordinary Monday for
all you readers out, there
but for me, it was differ-
ent. Monday wais my last
day of my basketball sea-
son and I am ready. We
are so far the district
champs because we have
not lost a game yet. (Well,
we technically we lost
once in a tournament
when Farley beat us, but
luckily that tournament
doesn’t count. Plus, we
beat them at a later period
in the season.) I believe
that that our team is hon-
estly the best in the dis-

trict and our game against
Taylor will be our best
game of the season.

The basketball sea-
son was honestly really
long to me. But I don’t
mind because I spent ev-
ery second of it getting
better and becoming a real
basketball player. I mean,
although I hate doing sui-
cides and workout sta-
tions, it was worth it be-
cause I knew that I would
be faster and stronger
through out basketball
season and the rest of the
school. I am so happy with
my work and effort this
year that I can’t  wait to
do it again next year.

I am excited for my
game today mostly be-
cause it is our final proof
of the work we did this
year. I am going to try our
best and when we win I
will know that it’s because
of the work and dedication
of all our team members
this year. Although hon-
estly, I’m pretty pumped
for tennis season. So good
day and have a great new
month.

Wesley Dickerson
Cedar Ridge H. S.

During the school
year students like myself
are asked to read quite a
bit. Reading for school in-
cludes history book chap-
ters once or twice a week,
entire novels for English
classes, and other reading
assignments given to stu-
dents through textbooks.
Reading is a good activity
for the brain and should be
done often, but when stu-
dents are literally being
forced to read over 50
pages of multiple texts per
week in some cases, hav-
ing a positive connotation
with reading can be diffi-
cult.

If you are or know a
student like me who is pre-
pared to dislike anything
that they are forced to read
in school then I would
highly recommend the
Robert Muchamore
Cherub series. This is a
collection of books by a
British author about teen
spies. The books take

place in the early 2000s,
which makes the series
very relatable to people
my age. The main charac-
ter in all of the books is
James, he is a teenage
boy who grew up in En-
gland and was recruited
into CHERUB to become a
teen spy. The idea behind
the organization of teen
spies is that criminals
would never suspect teen-
agers to be secretly inves-
tigating them, but as read-
ers of the series would
know, these aren’t just or-
dinary teens. The books
follow James’ life as a
CHERUB agent through
missions and his day-to-
day life of being a teen-
ager with his fellow
agents.

I enjoy this series be-
cause I am able to relate
to the issues the charac-
ters have and what they go
through as teenagers.
What I am entertained by
is the action that seems to
be on every page of every
book.

What students often
forget is that reading was
meant to be entertaining,
and it still can be. I recom-
mend to all young readers
out there the CHERUB se-
ries by Robert Muchamore.
It is a series of fun and en-
ticing books that will give
espionage fans a pleasant
break from any forced read-
ing assignment.

Book Recommendation

Latrice Lipscomb
Manor High School

 College Season

Senior year is the
most hectic and stressful
year of high school be-
cause it is the big college
application year! During
your senior year there is so
much to do at once and on

top of your responsibili-
ties, you have to prepare
yourself for your next step
in life. I have jumped on
top of things and because
of that, I have already been
accepted into colleges. I
am very excited to decide
on which college I will be
attending and based on
what they have to offer I
can not wait to see what
the future in attending the
school will hold. To all of
the seniors, don't give up!
Keep pushing because it's
almost over and before
you know it the next step
in life will be looking you
in the face!

Today in World Geogra-
phy we learned about the
Genocide in a country that
was once called Yugoslavia.
Yugoslavia was a massive
country in astern Europe until
the Yugoslavian Civil War. This
war broke up the country into
6 new countries that are now
known as Bosnia, Slovenia,
Macedonia Serbia, Croatia

Zachariah Washington
Crockett High School

1990s Bosnian War
and Montenegro.

The cause of this war
was because the Serbs
(People from Serbia) wanted
to create a greater Serbia. The
key groups in this were the
Bosnians they were mostly
Muslim. The Serbians were
mostly Orthodox and the
Croats were mostly Catholic.
The serbs wanted to have a
country with only Serbians,
No Bosnians or Croats. This
is a example of genocide.
Genocide is when One
group of people wants to get
rid of another race or reli-
gion because of the prin-
ciples that race or religion be-
lieves in. Some examples of
Genocide is Nazi Germany in
the 1940s when Adolf Hitler
wanted to get rid of all of the
races religions and people
that he did not like.

Pflugerville A+ UIL

Ava Roberts
Spring Hill Elementary

The Pflugerville ISD
held its  A+ UIL(University
Interscholastic League)
meet on January 30. The
academic meet was for
grades 2nd - 5th.  The UIL
meet gave the students a

chance to use what they
learned in class at a
friendly, academic compe-
tition.  Students tried out
at their schools and prac-
ticed until the competition
date.

The events were
number sense, spelling,
oral reading, creative writ-
ing, storytelling, ready
writing, social studies, and
chess puzzle.  The top 10
individuals in each event
received medals or rib-
bons. The schools that
had the most winners
were awarded sweep-
stakes trophies.

Volleyball Team

Today I started the
volleyball team at

Malakhi Washington
Cunningham Elementary

Cunningham Elementary. I
had some decisions to
make because I was al-
ready a part of the Book
club on the same day that
volleyball practice would
be.  I chose volleyball this
time.  I’ve done book club
before.  It was lots of fun
today. The name of my
team is The Vipers. I’m
looking forward to playing
on a great team.  We are
going to play other el-
ementary teams at Univer-
sity of Texas. It’s going to
be great!
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THE AFRO-AMERI-
CAN PLAYERS, INC. was
founded during the dawn
of the Civil Rights Era by six
undergraduate students at
the University of Texas at
Austin in 1973. It started in
the class of Professor
Geneva Gay.

 The Company is cel-
ebrated as the oldest exist-
ing Black Theatre Com-
pany in the Southwest and
has toured all over the
world. The Company is
operated by Founding Di-
rectors Glo Dean Baker -
Gardner and Fred Gardner.
This outstanding Company
conducts several excep-
tional programs.

   Their mission state
is “ART has the power to
change the world.” Ac-
cording to the
founders,”The mission of
Afro-American Players,
Inc. (AAP) is to eradicate
artistic illiteracy and pro-
mote multi-cultural under-
standing in the human
community.   Through edu-
cation and entertainment
we will address the social
and cultural inadequacies
existing within our com-
munity.  We will provide a
culturally diverse environ-
ment where all forms of
art can flourish.”

   The Afro- American
Players, Inc.,  is the oldest
existing Black theatre
company in the Southwest
Region of the United

THE AFRO-AMERICAN PLAYERS, INC., AN AUSTIN ORIGINAL

States. They have per-
formed all over the world
and conducted many
award-winning cultural
arts programs. The mis-
sion of the Players is to
provide professional the-
atre, to promote cross-cul-
tural sensitivity and to pro-
vide an understanding of
the history and traditions
of Africans in the Ameri-
cas. Accolades include:

· Opening the Civil
Rights Papers to the world
at the LBJ Library with
President Lyndon Baines

Johnson in Austin, Texas
· Project CREATE to

aid the desegregation pro-
cess with the Austin ISD

· N e i g h b o r h o o d
Touring Grants and Girls,
Inc. Arts Program with the
National Endowment for
the Arts

· Rights of Passage
Gang Program with His-
panic and Afro-American
youth with the Dept. of
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment and Parks and
Recreation

· The Masala Pro-

ject for at-risk youth in
four Dallas Public Schools

   Fred Gardner is an
award winning visual art-
ist and Glo Dean Baker is
an acclaimed writer, direc-
tor and
producer.Currently, they
produce the Children’s
Mask Theatre Program in
120 schools and child care
agencies in the Dallas-Fort
Worth area. They also tour
major productions in the-
atres and college cam-
puses across the U.S. They
will be holding profes-
sional auditions for their
U.S. Tour of “Rap On
America”. They opened
EMAC, an exceptional
multi-cultural arts con-
sortium, which will even-
tually house a theatre, art
gallery, studios, restaurant
and a poetry grotto.

   The AAP has an
elaborate history of in-
volvement in youth pro-
grams.  For six years it op-
erated Project CREATE in
conjunction with the HEW
- Office of Education.
Through the use of theat-
rical techniques, the com-
pany developed positive
self-concepts and self-es-
teem among African-
American and Hispanic
students and encouraged
cross-cultural sensitivity.
As a part of the Gang Pre-
vention, the Masala
Project was integrated
with DISD Schools and the

 GLO DEAN BAKER and FRED GARDNER,
founding directors of Afro-American Players

Street theatre performance was done on 11th and
12th Streets in Austin, Texas. “If the people can’t
come to the theatre, then theatre must come to the
people.” Center facing to right: Fred Gardner, Doug
Sivad. an Austin Native, is far left. with  Glo Dean
Baker, Sherry Stowers, and Leland Whiterspoon .

Gang Prevention Unit in
the City of Dallas with
800 at-risk students.
This program was
funded by HUD.  Stu-
dents worked with arts
and humanities pro-
fessionals. Students
wrote, performed and
conducted theatrical
productions.

   Currently Fred
and Glo presents the
Children’s Mask Theatre
in 120 schools and child
care facilities in the
DFW Metroplex.  The
purpose of the Mask
Theatre is to promote
understanding of vari-
ous cultures and

people.  Fred is also an ac-
complished visual artist. In
addition to these activities,
the couple produces major
plays on tour for educa-
tional, social, military and
humanities groups.

   When AAP left town,
they left behind one of
their members who carried
on that tradition. He was
the late Boyd Vance who
continued to act and pro-
mote theater in the Austin
community through his
company Pro Arts Collec-
tive. The Boyd Vance The-
ater in the George Wash-
ington Carver Museum and
Cultural Center is named in
his honor.

I had a lot of fun this
weekend. On Friday, I sat
around my house relax-
ing and waiting on our
game that we had on Sat-
urday. After a long night
it was finally Saturday. I
was at the game warming
up when my knees were
hurting, but then as I
kept running it got better.
We had a good game I

Kevin Parish
Park Crest M.S.

had 10 or 11 points and
5 rebounds. We also won
by 20 points.

After the game my
mom, dad and I went to
Dave & Busters to eat but
we did not play any
games.  After that, my
dad and I went to Manor
to see some of our
friends that were riding
horses and barbecuing.
On Sunday, at our church
we had a basket bingo;
there were a lot of prizes.
Even though I did not win
anything I am happy for
the ones that did.  Right
when we pulled in my
drive way from church,
my friend asked if I can go
outside and I did. I had a
great time this weekend,
I hope you did to. GO
PUMAS.

Saturday Fun 2nd Annual Black Excellence Tribute:
A Tribute to Education & Mentorship

“Young, Gifted and Black”
AUSTIN, TexasThe 2nd Annual Black Excellence

Tribute to Education & Mentorship will be held on Fri-
day, February 5, 2016 at 6:00 p.m., at the Texas Federa-
tion of Women ‘s Club (a.k.a. The Mansion) located at
2312 San Gabriel St. Austin, TX 78705.

Curated and Hosted by Olympic Gold Medalist,
Sanya RichardsRoss and Super Bowl Champion, Aaron
Ross, the

event will feature the finest talent in the Black
community, showcasing Black excellence through song,
spoken word, and dance. Some of the featured artists
include; poets Prentice Powell, Jasmine Mans and AJ
McQueen and musicians TreeG and Dee1.

This year’s keynote speaker will be Dr. Umar
Johnson, a Doctor of Clinical Psychology and Certified

School Psychologist, who seeks to raise social con-
sciousness regarding the state of education and
miseducation of children in the black community.

Ms. Olyvia Green, will be presented The Black
Excellence Tribute: Lifetime of Educational

Excellence Award for her contribution to the
community as the first AfricanAmerican teacher at
Pease Elementary School. The Black Excellence Trib-
ute: Generational Change Award will be awarded to
9-year-old nationally known social activist, King Nahh.

A portion of net proceeds raised through The
Black Excellence Tribute will be presented to The Af-
rican American Youth Harvest Foundation.

For more information and to purchase tickets
visit: www.blackexcellencetribute.com.

Travis
County
Precinct
1 Race

Heats Up
by Tsoke

(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

As Ron Davis prepares
to retire as the County Com-
missioner of the Travis
County Precinct 1, there are

numerous candidates vying
to take replace him. Travis
County Precinct 1 is consid-
ered to be the “Black or Af-
rican American” seat in
Travis County politics. In the
Travis County Commis-
sioner Court Precinct 1,
there are four candidates
running to replace him. All
of these four candidates
bring a different vision and
perspective to the Travis
County Precinct 1 race. One
of the candidates running
for Travis County Precinct 1
is Jeff Travillon.

Jeff Travillon is a com-
munity leader in Central
Texas. Jeff Travillon has been

the past president of the
Austin Black Democrat
which is one of the “pow-
erful groups” in Travis
County politics. In addi-
tion, he has served as the
president of the National
Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP). He has
sat on “numerous com-
munity board” such as:
KLRU and Child Inc.   As
one can see Mr. Travillon
has been active in the
community.

Travis County Pre-
cinct 1 covers the “East-
ern Travis County.” It
starts from East Austin to
encompass the North
Eastern part of Travis
County. Some of the cit-
ies and jurisdiction that
are in Precinct 1 include
parts of Austin such as
Del Valle, Manor,County Commissioner Court Candidate, Jeff Travillion

Pflugerville and Austin Colony.
It is part of the Travis County
that has a large African Ameri-
can and African Diaspora
population. According to
Diaspora Vote, “African
Diaspora will play a role in
electing the next Travis County
Precinct 1 Commissioner.”

Putting People First
“Precinct 1 is where my

wife Perri and I raised our
three children as part of a vi-
brant community, from youth
sports boards, to church youth
groups, and as advocates for
public education, our life has
been centered in Precinct 1. As
a former President of the Aus-
tin NAACP, I fought for the
community to make sure no
one was left out - as a mem-
ber of the County Commis-
sioners Court I will do the
same.”

Early Vote
FEB 16 - 26
Election Day

MAR 1

Monday, February 1, 2016 is the last day to register to vote in the March 1, 2016 Joint Primary Election.
Eligibility - You are eligible to register and vote if: You are a United States citizen; You are a resident of Travis County; You
are at least 18 years old on Election Day; You are not a convicted felon, or, if convicted you have been pardoned or fully
discharged your sentence, including any term of incarceration, parole, supervision, or probation; and You have not been
declared by a court to be either totally mentally incapacitated or partially mentally incapacitated without the right to vote.
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Pflugerville Celebrates Black History Month

Pictured left to right is Karen Michelle Drake, Ms Evans, Constable Danny Thomas,
Daro Freedmen, Rhea Brown and Jeff Travallion. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

In Pflugerville, there
was a “Black History”
event meant to celebrate
the great history and con-
tributions of Black Ameri-
cans to the United States.
It was a focus on the “past,
present and future” of
Black America in Central
Texas. It was an opportu-
nity for the attendees to
network with each other.
During this event, the or-
ganizers brought both
the African American and
the African Diaspora to-
gether in order to unite
both communities. It was
a day marked by
speeches, along with
showcases of Art and of
literature.

At this event, the at-
tendees had the oppor-
tunity to hear what other
community leaders are
doing and to hear some
talented African Ameri-

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

can writers and artists.
For instance Rhea Brown
who is a painter and art-
ist talked about how her
“black identity” has influ-

enced the pieces of
paintings and art works.
Furthermore, there were
two presentations from
two authors at the event.

First of all,  Mr. Daro
Freedmen who is the au-
thor of the Superior Power
in Black America. It was an
opportunity for Mr. Freed-

men to talk about his book
and ideas of creating Black
wealth within the commu-
nity. On the other hand,
Karen Michelle Drake

spoke about her book
called “Virgin.” It is a real
life story that seeks to en-
courage young Black
woman to have self-value.

In addition, other
community leaders came
and focused on “creating
unity” within the African
American (Black) commu-
nity in Central Texas. For
instance, Ms. Evans spoke
about the need for us as a
people to “look out for
one another.” Further-
more, numerous candi-
dates and elected officials
came to the event. For in-
stance, James Nortey, Jeff
Travallion, Richard Franklin
who running for Travis
County Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner Court came to the
event and spoke about fos-
tering a better community.
In addition, both Con-
stable Danny Thomas who
is running for re-election
and Rick Schumacher is
running for Travis County
Constable Precinct 1 also
came to the event.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Tejas
Vakil for
Congress

Central Texas is
known for its strong “lib-
eral and Democratic
Party values”; but due to

political gerrymandering
there are at least three
Republicans who repre-
sent Austin and the US
Congress. For instance,
Congressional District 21
starts from “downtown
Austin” passing through
South Austin all the way
to San Antonio is repre-
sented by a Republican.
Although, District 21 is a
great opportunity for
Democrats, they have
not been able to win.

Consequently, Tejas Va-
kil, a Democrat plans to
“flip” District 21 by chal-
lenging the Republicans.

Tejas Vakil is running
for the US Congress Dis-
trict 21 due to the fact
that Central Texas needs
someone in there who
represents their values
and ideas; rather, than
someone who will take a
“bi-partisan” approach to
the issues and realities
that Central Texans face.

According to Tejas Vakil,
“I  believe that America
is the one indispensable
nation in the world to-
day. But to remain indis-
pensable we need a gov-
ernment that is not tied
down by ideological
gridlock. We cannot lead
the world and alleviate
its problems if we cannot
solve our own.”

Moreover. Tejas Va-
kil is running on numer-
ous issues that will help
Central Texas and the US
become a better region
and area.   If elected, Mr.
Vakil wants to “tackle the
national debt. We need
to have the future ability
to fund economic
growth, national security,
and infrastructure invest-
ment. “    According to
Mr. Vakil,  “I believe that
America is the one indis-
pensable nation in the
world today. But to re-
main indispensable, we
need a government that
is not tied down by ideo-
logical gridlock. We can-
not lead the world and al-
leviate its problems if, we
cannot solve our own.” In
addition, Mr. Vakil is a
strong proponent of
women issues.   Accord-
ing to Mr. Vakil, “I sup-
port equal pay for equal
work.”

Tejas Vakil

VOTE FOR

BRAD URRUTIA



City of Austin
Purchasing Office

The City of Austin Purchasing Office invites
you to view current bid solicitations at https://
www.c i . au s t i n . t x . u s / f i nanceon l ine /
vendor_connection/solicitation/solicitations.cfm.
Vendors are encouraged to register on-line in the
City’s Vendor Self Service System. Once your
company is registered, you will receive notifica-
tions about new bid opportunities.  For additional
information regarding current bid opportunities
or Vendor Registration, please call the Purchas-
ing Office at 512-974-2500.

For information on the City of Austin’s Mi-
nority Owned and Women-Owned Procurement
Program and the certification process, please
contact the Small & Minority Business Resources
Department at 512-974-7600 or visit their website
at http://www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

City of Austin Featured Job
Opportunities

Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

The City of Austin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please visit the City of Austin employment
website at www.austincityjobs.org to view

requirements and apply for these and other job
opportunities. We encourage you to check the

employment website often as new job
opportunities are posted daily.

If you have any questions or need assistance,
please call 512-974-3210 or email us at
employment.services@austintexas.gov.

 

EMPLOYMENT | PROPOSALS | PUBLIC INFORMATION
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 The City of Austin is currently accepting
applications for the following positions:

• Public Event Worker, (15 Temporary
Positions)

• Community Recreation Activity
Specialist

• Lifeguard (100 Temporary/Seasonal
Openings)

• Facility Service Coordinator

• IT Application Developer Senior and IT
Application Developer (2 Openings)

• Street & Bridge Operations Crew Lead

• Power System Engineer Senior

New Jobs for the
Week of 01/31/2016
Coordinator II, Student
Accessibility Services

Cypress Creek
Job# 1601025

Specialist, Advising (Student
Services)

Hays Campus
Job# 1601017

Officer, Accreditation
Highland Business Center

Job# 1601015
Supervisor, Assessment/Testing

Hays Campus
Job# 1601003

Are We Really 250 Years Away From Closing the Achievement Gap?

This “wait” has almost
always meant “never.”

… “Justice too long delayed
is justice denied.”
—MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.,

LETTER FROM BIRMINGHAM JAIL

By Marilyn Anderson Rhames

This  Black  History
Month,  in  honor  of  Dr.
King’s  legacy,  a mentor-
friend  of  mine,  Peter
Meyer,  sent  me  an
EducationNext report that
shows  that  the  achieve-
ment gap between blacks
and  whites  first  docu-
mented  in  the 1966 gov-
e r nmen t - s p on s o r ed
Coleman  Report  has
hardly  budged  some  50
years  later  when  com-
pared to the most recent
student achievement data
from the National Assess-
ment  of  Educational
Progress (NAEP):

In both math and
reading, the national test-
score gap in 1965 was 1.1
standard deviations, im-
plying that the average
black 12th grader placed
at the 13th percentile of
the score distribution for
white students. In other
words, 87 percent of white
12th graders scored ahead
of the average black 12th
grader.

What does it look like
50 years later?

In math, the size of
the gap has fallen nation-
ally by 0.2 standard devia-
tions, but that still leaves
the average black 12th-
grade student at only the
19th percentile of the

white distribution. In read-
ing, the achievement gap
has improved slightly
more than in math (0.3
standard deviations), but
after a half century, the av-
erage black student scores
at just the 22nd percentile
of the white distribution.

According  to  re-
search by Eric A. Hanushek
and Paul E. Peterson, the
nationwide achievement
gap is narrowing at a rate
so slow that it would take
250 years to equalize the
math  learning outcomes
(and  a  few  years  less  in
reading)  of  black  and
white children in America.

I think Dr. King would
agree that such a long de-
lay is justice denied.

THE COLEMAN RE-
PORT

I  once  read  that Dr.
King was worried that the
groundbreaking Brown v.
Board of Education school
integration  decision  in
1954 would  harm  black
children because it would
remove  them  from  sup-
portive black teachers and
place them in classrooms
with white  teachers who
might  think  low of  them
and  hold  low  expecta-
tions.

However, Coleman, a
die-hard racial integration-
ist, asserted that the fam-
ily  backgrounds  of  stu-
dents (i.e., education level,
size, structure, amount of
reading material),  had  a
greater impact on student
achievement  than  teach-

ers and schools.
He  wrote  that  “a

pupil’s  achievement  is
strongly  related  to  the
educational backgrounds
and  aspirations  of  other
students  in  the  school.”
Therefore  he  sought  to
further the call for deseg-
regation—in  particular,
court-ordered  busing  of
black students to diversify

white urban schools.
By  1975,  however,

Coleman  realized  that
pushing  for urban  school
desegregation had incited
white  flight,  creating  a
new  residential  segrega-
tion between the city and
the  suburbs. Meanwhile,
any  integration  that was
left in the city was among
poor  blacks  and  poor
whites, not the diversity of
educational backgrounds
Coleman hoped for.

Today, the education
debate  still  rages  as  to
whether forces outside of
school  influence  student
achievement more  than
schools themselves. While
Coleman  attempted  to
measure  the  impact  of
family  backgrounds  on
student  achievement,
today’s debate has twisted
his argument  into pitting
“poverty” against a child’s

ability  to  academically
a ch i e ve—someth ing
Coleman never did. In fact,
Coleman never  factored
families’  income  into his
research  and  only men-
tioned the word “poverty”
once  in his  737-page  re-
port.

EDUCATING DESPITE
POVERTY

Were  Dr.  King  still

alive would he have  told
Mississippi sharecropping
parents  that  letting  their
kids walk three miles bare-
foot to a one-room school-
house was futile because
the parents’ poverty and
illiteracy would  impede
their children’s learning?

No,  he  championed
the  need  for  people  of
color to have equal educa-
tional resources as whites,
to  help  sharecroppers’
children  lift  themselves
out of poverty.

Dr.  King  also  fought
for  fair  wages,  employ-
ment  and  housing  for
blacks in the South to curb
poverty, but he never as-
serted  that  high-quality
schools would be ineffec-
tive without  those things
being in place.

No one can do it all,
so my  strategy as a  free-
dom-fighting educator  is

to  focus  on  making
schooling  a  rich  and
worthwhile endeavor for
poor  children  of  color,
through  equal  funding,
rigorous curriculum, high
expectations and spiritu-
ally healthy teachers.

My fight is based on
my being a Chicago Pub-
lic  Schools  student who
was born  into poverty.  I
cringe when I hear state-
ments that lump all low-
income  black  families
into one bucket, usually
stereotyping  them  as
placing too little value on
education when the real
problem is the lack of op-
portunity.

Numerous research
studies  today  have
proved Coleman wrong
on one  point—the big-
gest  impact  on  student
learning in schools is the
quality  of  the  teacher.
Helping schools get bet-
ter—not  trying  to  end
poverty—is where edu-
cators will see the imme-

diate returns for their activ-
ism. Let the freedom-fight-
ers who work  in  housing
and  economics  focus  on
making their industries less
poverty-prone.

I was born six years af-
ter  Dr.  King’s  death  and
eight  years  after  the
Coleman Report,  and  the
educational  outcomes  for
black children as compared
to  those  white  children
have  virtually  gone  un-
changed.

So I ask, “How long?”
It  took  nearly  250

years and a bloody Civil War
for  slavery  in  America  to
end, and if we don’t make
education  equity  our  top
national priority it will take
another 250 years (and per-
haps bloody riots and street
wars)  to  bring  socioeco-
nomic liberty and justice to
African-American  commu-
nities.

Waiting  another  250
years  to  achieve  educa-
tional equity might as well
be an eternity.

DNC Chair Wasserman Schultz’s
Statement on Black History Month

Washington, DC –
DNC  Chair  Rep.  Debbie
Wasserman  Schultz  re-
leased the following state-
ment  in  recognition  of
Black History Month:

“This February, as we
observe  Black  History
Month, it’s an opportunity
to celebrate the invaluable
contributions that African
Americans have made  to
our nation, while recogniz-
ing  that  our work  is  far
from finished  in the fight
against discrimination and
racial inequality.

        “We  celebrate
history’s champions of jus-
tice – extraordinary  lead-
ers  like Harriet  Tubman,
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,
Rosa Parks  and  so many
more – as well as our mod-
ern-day  history makers
such as President Barack
Obama who  represents
the great progress we’ve
made. These are men and

Debbie Wasserman Schultz

women who have paved
the way for the countless
other great thinkers, inno-
vators, inventors, athletes,
artists and entrepreneurs

who will continue to shape
our shared future.

“But  most  impor-
tantly,  Black  History
Month is a time to remem-

ber  all  the  ordinary,
humble and hopeful men
and women those tower-
ing figures represent. We
remember Sandra Bland,
Freddie Gray and Trayvon
Martin, and we honor all
the nameless, faceless citi-
zens whose personal sto-
ries would remind us that
the struggle for economic
and  racial  justice  contin-
ues.

“That is a legacy well
worth  celebrating,  and
theirs  are  the  stories we
look  to  every day  in  the
Democratic  Party  as we
fight for equality and op-
portunity  for  future gen-
erations.”
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