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Book fair heightens
 reading engagement

among youth.
See AABF
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Carmen Loves Ella Concert
AUSTIN, TX - With performances on four (4)

Grammy Award-winning albums, sold out concerts the
world over, and sixteen recordings, Carmen Bradford is
considered to be one of the greatest jazz vocalists alive
today. On Sunday, July 17, this celebrated vocalist joins
Women in Jazz Association, Inc. as they pay tribute to
“The First Lady of Song”, Ms. Ella Fitzgerald. For over
sixty years, Ella set the standard for vocalists of all genres
and has been influential to singers from Lena Horne,
Frank Sinatra, and Mel Torme’ to Michael Buble’, Natalie
Cole, and Harry Connick, Jr.

Sharing the stage with Carmen Bradford will be
song stylist and Austinite Karen Tennison as the open-
ing act. Karen Abigail Tennison is a born-and-raised
Austin, Texas jazz vocalist living in the heart of Texas
enjoying the life of a musician.  Karen, like Anita O’Day,
considers herself a “song stylist,” meaning she uses her

Carmen Bradford See TICKETS AVAILABLE, page 2

Tarik Daniels
(Photo courtesy of Dhills Photography)

Whatsinthemirror?
Presents Stage Play
“The Counseling

Session”
by Naomi Richard | The Villager

AUSTIN, TX - Local Austin playwright Tarik Daniels,
founder of Whatsinthemirror? Advocacy Group, re-
turns to the stage with an original intense and explo-
sive play entitled “The Counseling Session” July 6-10
at the Santa Cruz Studio Theatre in East Austin. Santa
Cruz Studio Theatre is located at 1805 East 7th Street.

“The Counseling Session” tackles the tough topic
of homosexuality, the black church, the black fraternal
institution and the negative stigma still attached to the
LGBTQ community by some members of the black com-
munity.

See UNCOMFORTABLE CONVERSATIONS, page 2

Developing Leaders, Building Community!
Leadership Seminar for Young Black Males

Austin, TX - The Austin Alumni Chapter of Al-
pha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. in conjunction with the
Austin Alpha Foundation is currently accepting ap-
plications for our 2nd Annual Leadership Seminar
scheduled for Saturday, July 30, 2016 from 9am to
5pm on the campus of the University of Texas at
Austin.  The seminar is part of a series of program-
ming through the Leadership Development Institute
(LDI) for young Black males rising to 8th through 12th

grades.
Led by a predominately Black male faculty, attend-

ees will engage in intensive and exciting activities, small
group discussions and workshops that will prepare
them to be better leaders, citizens, and scholars using
our multidimensional training courses.  “Last year
(2015) we trained 26 young Black men from various
communities of Central Texas through courses that pro-

mote positive leadership, respect for citizenship, and
place a high value on education,” said Keith Overton-
Hadnot, LDI Director.  LDI programming is held through-
out all regions of the fraternity and thus has a national
impact.  Over the years the program has served thou-
sands of young men by providing interactive leadership
workshops, cultural and recreational activities, real
leadership opportunities, education enhancements,
and college awareness and readiness initiatives.  “It was
a good experience learning from Black men who are
successful and willing to help me get to where I want
to go, not just athletically, but academically,” said LaMon
Crosby, who attended the 2015 Leadership Seminar.

To apply or receive more information you can go
online to www.AustinAlpha.com/LDI.  The deadline for
applications is Friday, July 15th!  You can also contact
Keith Overton-Hadnot by email: LDI@austinalpha.com.

Supreme Court
Strikes Down

Texas Law
Restricting
Abortion

AUSTIN, Texas - On
Monday, the U.S. Supreme
Court struck down key
parts of a Texas law that
severely restricted how
abortion clinics could op-
erate. The ruling, which
was hailed as a major mile-
stone by pro-abortion
groups, removed medical
practice regulations on
abortion clinics so restric-
tive that half of the clinics
in the state have been
forced to close their doors
since the law was enacted
in 2013. According to
Heather Busby, executive
director of NARAL Pro-
Choice Texas, the outcome
was the result of a long,
hard fight.

See Senator
Ellis responds

to Supreme
Court striking

down HB 2,
page 5

Prairie View
Street named for

Sandra Bland
     Most of us can
remember the shock of
hearing that Sandra Bland
had taken her own live in
a Waller County jail last
summer.  The 28-year old
Bland, from near Chicago,
was pulled over last July
by a state trooper for
making an improper lane
change.  A few minutes
later, she was arrested and
jailed. She died three days
later. Her death was ruled
a suicide. The trooper who
arrested her was fired and
is charged with
misdemeanor perjury
related to the case.
   On my way to Houston
last weekend, Bland was
on my mind as I passed
through Prairie View.
Then I was surprised to
see that a street had been
named in her honor.  It
usually takes months or
even years to get a street
renamed. But, this was
done in less than a year.
   It has been reported that
Bland was in Prairie View
looking for a job.  She had
experienced some tough
years after graduating
from Prairie View in 2009
and returned to the
Chicago area, where she
grew up. She had
completed the interview
and was told that she had
the job.  She was arrested
after leaving the campus.
   Bland’s case added to
the national debate about
treatment of minorities by
law enforcement. They
were very high last
summer and the situation
continues. The movement
of Black Lives Matter is
increasing, although
others are trying to change
the focus of the
movement.
   Prairie View Mayor
Frank Jackson has served
as the city’s mayor for 14
years and did not run for
reelection this year.  He
believes that Bland
brought the attention of
the world to a problem
that has existed in Prairie
View since its founding in
1878. And we will be
reminded each time that
we go down “Sandra
Bland Parkway”(formerly
University Drive).

L.C. Anderson grad
awarded $20K

Scholarship
See MOORE

Page 3

Win for Texas?
Sen. Ellis
thinks so.
See HB 2
Page 5
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voice like an instru-
ment, considering herself
more of a jazz musician
than a vocalist. With a
voice as captivating as
Karen’s, it’s no surprise
that she plays music at
some of Austin’s most pre-
miere venues with some
of the city’s finest jazz

musicians.
Don’t miss this in-

credible evening as the
legacy of Ella Fitzgerald is
honored by Carmen
Bradford, one of today’s
greatest jazz singers.

Tickets are $25, $35
and $40 plus fees, avail-
able at the One World The-
atre Box Office, 7701 Bee

Caves Road, Austin, TX, by
phone 888-616-0522 or
online at
www.oneworldtheatre.org

For more information:
www.carmenlovesella.com
or call 512-258-6947.

Women in Jazz Asso-
ciation, Inc. sponsors are
the City of Austin, Hartbeat
Productions, IBM,
McDonald’s Corporation,
Austin Chronicle, UT Divi-
sion of Diversity and Com-
munity Engagement, Aus-
tin Revitalization Authority,
The Villager Newspaper,
Austin American States-
man, Soulciti.com, and
austinwoman Magazine.

This project is sup-
ported in part by the Cul-
tural Arts Division of the
City of Austin Economic
Development Department.

Tickets are available at the
One World Theatre Box Office

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CARMEN
BRADFORD

“The Counseling Ses-
sion” follows the path of
two 18 old young men,
Lionel and James, who
have graduated high
school and are headed to
college. While from the
same city and church, they
have not met until the
families realize they are
headed to the same uni-
versity. They become
freshman roommates and
a romance is sparked. The
two become intimate but
respond very differently to
their first sexual encoun-
ter.

The play is set with
Lionel receiving profes-
sional court-ordered coun-
seling to help him under-
stand and accept his sexu-
ality following several
major life changing reper-

cussions of his first love,
James. Consequences that
nearly resulted in his de-
mise! Theatre goers will
witness these action
packed counseling ses-
sions as Lionel relives his
entire sexual experience
and the lack of acceptance
by the black community.

Cast members in-
clude Cameron “Mercury”
McKnight, Mae Rose Hill,
Netonya Clayton and
Aaron Lofton. The play is
directed by award winning
director Luis A. Ordaz
Gutierrez (B. Iden Payne-
Best Director 2015).
Gutierrez is the Co-
Founder and current artis-
tic and executive director
of ProyecoTeatro.

“The Counseling Ses-
sion challenges the most

uncomfortable conversa-
tions in the LGBTQ com-
munity of color through its
honest portal of the human
experience, “says
Gutierrez.

Whatsinthemirror?
Advocacy Group is a social
movement that provides
suicide prevention and
mental health awareness
through art to people of
color.  It provides outreach
in the communities where
educational resources of
mental health are limited.

You may purchase
tickets on-line at [The
C o u n s e l i n g
Session.Eventbrite.com]
Performances are
Wednesday - Saturday at
8:00 pm, and Sunday at
4:00 pm. Recommended
for those 18 and up.

The Counseling Session challenges the
most uncomfortable conversations in

the LGBTQ community of color
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tarik Daniels
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St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Prophetess
Stephanie N’Cho
Associate Pastor

469-226-4679 | www.vainqueurs.org
805 S. Sherman St. Richardson, TX 75081

La Génération des Vainqueurs
Ministry Church

Tuesday - Friday: 3pm -10pm
Walking and Appointment

Wednesday Bible Study | 7:45pm
Friday Prayer |7:45pm

Sunday Service | 10:00am

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY | Christian Education 9:15a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m. (MLK)
Nursery Available
TUESDAY | TNT Bible Study
(Pflugerville) 6:45p.m.
WEDNESDAY | Prayer & Praise 7:00p.m.
Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

512-472-9748 www.davidchapel.org
2211 E.MLK @ Chestnut St. Austin, TX 78702

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

In Loving Memory of Trishawn Cokley Fifer

Trishawn Cokley Fifer

June 29, 1974 - December 26, 2002
Happy 42nd Birthday

Lonely is the home without you. Life to
us is not the same. All the world would be
like heaven, if we could have you back
again. A light is from our household gone.
A voice we loved is still. A place is vacant
in our home that never can be filled. May
the God of Love and Mercy care for our
loved one who is gone; and bless with con-
solation those left to carry on. The happy
hours we once enjoyed; how sweet their
memory still. But death has left a vacant
place this world can never fill. God gave us
strength to bear it and courage to fight the
blow. What it has meant to lose you, God
alone will ever know. Love forever, Mother,
Sisters, Daughters, Family & Friends.

AUSTIN, TX - Myla
Moore, a 2016 graduate of
L.C. Anderson High School,
has been awarded a
$20,000 scholarship from
the Town Lake Chapter of
The Links, Incorporated, a
black women’s volunteer
service organization.
Moore, the daughter of
Sherlita Moore, will receive
the cash award to support
her computer science stud-
ies at Louisiana State Uni-
versity. “I am most excited
to make a profound impact
in the technology world
while continuing to touch
the lives of those I meet,”
she says.

Town Lake Links
Scholarships are awarded
to high school seniors who
are in the top quartile of
their class with a minimum
3.0 cumulative GPA,
graduating under the Rec-
ommended High School
Plan and active in extracur-
ricular activities. Moore

Myla Moore Awarded Town Lake Links Scholarship
earned a 3.9 GPA, distin-
guished herself as an Ad-
vanced Placement Scholar
and won Anderson’s
“Who’s Who” Senior Aca-
demic Award. Moore was
also the captain of the var-
sity tennis team and a
mentor to elementary
school children.

The Town Lake Links
have awarded more than
$300,000 in four-year
scholarships to date. “We
provide a $20,000 scholar-
ship each year to a deserv-
ing student with excellent
scholastic achievement
and community service
involvement,” said Schol-
arship Chair Revlynn
Lawson. “We are pleased
to have Myla Moore as
this year’s scholar and we
look forward to assisting
her in achieving her goal of
higher education while
majoring in computer sci-
ence with an emphasis in
statistics.” Myla Moore

Following is a statement from University of Texas at
Austin President Gregory L. Fenves regarding today’s Su-
preme Court ruling in the case of Fisher v. University of
Texas. The ruling relates to the use of race and ethnicity as
one factor in determining college admissions.

“This morning, the United States Supreme Court
ruled in our favor in the case of Fisher v. The University
of Texas at Austin, affirming the university’s right to
continue using race and ethnicity as one factor in our
holistic admissions process.

I am thrilled and gratified by today’s ruling that
recognizes the constitutionality of the university’s ad-
missions policy. The court has affirmed UT’s efforts to
develop a diverse student body that brings with it edu-

cational benefits for all students. Our pursuit of excel-
lence is grounded in the university’s public mission to
provide the highest quality education for every student.
Diversity is essential to carry out that mission. The edu-
cational benefits of diversity for all students enhance
The University of Texas at Austin, the higher education
community, and the nation.

As I said when the Supreme Court reviewed this
case last December, race continues to matter in Ameri-
can life. It affects individuals and communities. We must
make sure all of our students are able to excel in the
wider world when they leave campus — educating them
in an environment as diverse as the United States is one
of the most effective ways to do so.”

University of Texas at Austin President
Responds to Supreme Court Ruling
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Austin Host 10  Annual
African American Book Fair

TH

Pictured left to right are, Author, Trina "Titi Ladette" Cleveland, Carol
Wright and Peggy Terry. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

On June 24th, the
Austin African American
Book Fair organized their
10th annual festival at the
Carver Library in East Aus-
tin. According to the orga-
nizers, “The book fair is an
inter-generational event
that seeks to promote lit-
erature within the African
American community.”
Furthermore, it was a very
family friendly event in
which were are activities
and books for every gen-
eration. For instance, the
books varied from children
to adult books.

For the 10th Annual

Austin African American
Book Fair, the keynote
speaker was Sharon G.
Flake, “a nationally recog-
nized young adult author
of such books as, “The Skin
I’m In, Bang!, and Pinned.”
According to the organiz-
ers, “Sharon Flake is a
high-energy speaker that
joins the list of distin-
guished artists who have
helped us reach this de-
cade milestone including
the Pulitzer Prize-winners
Leonard Pitts, Annette
Gordon Reed, best-selling
authors Terry McMillan
and MK Asante, and histo-
rians Arnold Rampersad
and Peniel Joseph.”

Once again, it was a
very well organized event

that showcases a variety of
African American “writers
and thinkers.” In addition,
there were numerous ac-
tivities that sought to
showcase the richness of
the African American cul-
ture. For instance, one of
the sessions included the
“Literary Discussion: Be-
tween the World and Me
by Ta-Nehisi Coates. This
facilitated discussion con-
siders MacArthur Genius
Grant recipient and the
National Book Award win-
ner Ta-Nehisi Coates’
highly influential treatise
to his son as well as re-
flected on what it means
to be Black in America as
we move forward as a na-
tion.”

The Austin Caribbean
Cultural Exchange

Pictured left to right are Caribbean Cultural Exchange participants,
Karen and Elisse. Photos by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

On June 24th, the Austin Caribbean Cultural Exchange organized a Reunion
Picnic in the heart of Austin. It was an opportunity for the older members of the
Caribbean Community to meet some of the new and younger community organiz-
ers from within their community. In other words, it was like the “passing of the
torch” from one generation to another. Moreover, the new and younger Carib-
bean organizers plan to hold more events in order to showcase their rich heritage.

According to the organizers, the Reunion picnic was well attended by the mem-
bers of the community. The picnic featured foods from the Caribbean community
such as plantain, jerk chicken with rice and other food staples. Furthermore, it was
a family friendly event in which there were also activities for the children. It was
important for the children and the younger generation to be present at this event
so, that they can know their own culture.

The Austin Caribbean Cultural Exchange was founded in May 2015. According
to the founders,” the Austin Cultural Exchange (ACCE) is to fill the void by rebuild-
ing Austin’s Caribbean Community. ACCE is a non-profit organization that will em-
power the Caribbean community through monthly economic,civic,professional or
social development workshops, scholarships for the youth, and  cultural educa-
tional series through music,dance and art.”

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

Greater East Austin Youth Association Award Ceremony
Friday, June 24th,

2016 the Greater East
Austin Youth Association
(GEAYA) hosted a “Direc-
tor Award” ceremony.
The event was held as an
opportunity for the
Juneteenth pageant com-

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

mittee, sponsors and vol-
unteers to thank the hard
work of the “directors”.
Moreover, the directors
are those who trained
and guided the various
contestants during the
pageant. Furthermore,

the event was well at-
tended by “those who
are most connected
through their heritage”
to the Miss Juneteenth
parade.

The theme of the
Juneteenth Pageant was
“Building Unity” among
the African Diaspora and
the African American com-

munities. It was an oppor-
tunity to build a bridge be-
tween these two commu-
nities in which is often
filled with  missed commu-
nication. For instance,
some of the pageant con-
testants were from the Af-
rican Diaspora community
such as South Sudan.

Finally, the Miss

Juneteenth event has
worked to elevate the
Black woman. It is sought
to bring the importance of
having both beauty and
knowledge. Furthermore,
through the pageant they
had the opportunity to
learn about various spon-
sors, such as the One
United Bank.

Picture below are
Olyvia Green (left) and
Tanisha. Photo cour-
tesy Tsoke Adjavon
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

New Jobs for the Week of 06/
26/2016

Clerk, Duplication/Mail Room-
Part-Time (60%)
Eastview Campus

Job# 1606012
Specialist, AE Enrollment-Part-

Time (50%)
Location is as assigned

Job# 1606020
Instructor II, Adult Education

Location is as assigned
Job# 1606025

Specialist, International Student
Services & DSO

Riverside Campus
Job# 1606026

Proposed Revisions to the
2016 PHA Annual Plan, Admissions and Continued
Occupancy Policy and the Housing Choice Voucher

Administrative Plan
There will be a 45-day public comment period commencing 8:00 a.m. on May 23, 2016

has been extended to July 28, 2016for the revisions for the 2016 PHA Annual Plan.
For the Admissions and Continued Occupancy Policy and Housing Choice Voucher

Administrative Plan, the 30-day public comment period commencing May 23, 2016 has
been extended to July 13, 2016.  All comments should be made in writing and delivered

to 1124 S. IH-35 Austin, TX  78704 and made to the attention of Michael Gerber,
President/CEO.

 A Public Hearing to present comments regarding all proposed revisions was conducted,
as follows:

  June  14, 2016    10:00 a.m.
     Santa Rita Courts

 (Citywide  Advisory Board  Meeting)
  2341  Corta  78702

August 18, 2016 12:00p.m.
1124 S. IH-35

(HACA Board of Commissioners Mtg)
Austin, TX  787804

The Housing Authority of the City of Austin Board of Commissioners will vote on the
proposed revisions to the 2016 PHA Annual Plan, Admission and Continued
Occupancy Policy and Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan on Thursday,
August 18, 2016, at the HACA Central Office located at 1124 S. IH-35, Austin, Texas
78704 at 12:00 p.m.  A forum will be available during Citizens Communication to
voice your concerns.

Senator Ellis responds
to Supreme Court

striking down HB 2

Senator Rodney Ellis
(D-Houston)

“Today marks a
win for Texans, but
the fight does not end
today,” said Senator
Ellis, Monday, after
the Supreme Court’s
ruling.  “Legislative
opponents of repro-
ductive freedom want
to make it virtually
impossible for Texas
women to seek safe,
legal health care with-
out having to face the
pol i t ical  conse-
quences of trying to
ban all abortions. HB
2 was a cynical, de-
structive but - gladly

Wendy Davis
Former Texas Senator

-  uneffect ive  s trat -
egy.”

Ellis continued :
“With the Court strik-
ing down HB 2, this
represents first step in
dismantl ing medi-
cal ly  unnecessary
laws aimed at making
it harder for people to
exercise their rights.
All  women deserve
the respect and dig-

nity to make their
own health care deci-
sions without bring-
ing Big Government
into what should be
a very personal and
private  matter  be-
tween a woman, her
doctor ,  and her
faith.”

“Finally, I want
to  give immense
credit  to  Senator

Wendy Davis, whose
11-hour f i l ibuster
against a version of HB
2 brought national at-
tention to Texas’ at-
tempts to pass uncon-
stitutional limitations
on a  woman’s  r ight
and ability to make de-
cis ions about  their
health, family, and fu-
ture. I still have your
back, Wendy!”

The SCOTUS Justices votes on HB2

NORFOLK,  VA  –  A
Round Rock, Texas native
was one of 37 civilian em-
ployers  from  across  the
nation  honored  by  the
Chief of Navy Reserve for
their exceptional support
of America’s Navy Reserve
Sailors during a ceremony
in Norfolk, Virginia,  June
24.

Thomas R. Maher, VP
Global Parts & Configura-
tion Services at Dell World
Wide  Service  Procure-
ment  received  a  Certifi-
cate of Appreciation dur-
ing the Chief of Navy Re-
serve Navy Employer Rec-
ognition Event (NERE) for
his dedication and support
of employees who serve in
the Navy Reserve, ensur-

Round
Rock

Native
Honored by

Chief
of Navy
Reserve

NORFOLK, VA (June 24, 2016) - Thomas Maher and Keith Wolf, on behalf of Dell World Wide
Service Procurement in Texas, receive a Navy Employer Support Certificate of Appreciation from
Chief of Navy Reserve Vice Adm. Robin Braun during a ceremony in Norfolk, Va., June 24. The
certificate is presented by the Chief of Navy Reserve during the Navy Employer Recognition Event
(NERE) to recognize selected civilian employers of Navy Reserve Sailors. The employers were
nominated by their Navy Reserve Sailor employees and invited to attend the one-day event that
included tours of Navy Expeditionary Combat Command, the multi-purpose amphibious assault
ship USS Bataan (LHD 5), a static display of aircraft and a demonstration by SEAL Team 18. (U.S.
Navy Photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Brian McNeal/Released)

ing  that  their  Sailors  are
“Always Ready. Anytime,
Anywhere.”

”Employer support is
absolutely  critical  to  the

Navy Reserve’s mission,”
said Vice Adm. Robin  R.
Braun,  chief  of Navy Re-
serve. “We currently have
2,100 Reserve Sailors de-

ployed around the world.
Making  sure  those  Re-
serve  Sailors  have  a  job
when  they  come  back
from that year-long mobi-
lization  is  critical,  and
that’s why  this  event  is
wonderful. We’re  recog-
nizing  employers  who
have  given  outstanding
support to their Navy Re-
serve Sailor. In fact, many
of  the  employers  here
have Sailors who are de-

ployed  right  now over-
seas. So this is a great op-
portunity for us to recog-
nize  them  for  the  out-
standing  support  they
give.”

NERE  is  a Navy  fa-
miliarization  day  spon-
sored  by  the  Chief  of
Navy Reserve  to  recog-
nize employers who pro-

vide  their  Reserve  Sailors
with superior support, and
provide  them an opportu-
nity to see first-hand what
Reserve  Sailors  do  every
day. Selected employers are
chosen  from nominations
submitted by their Reserve
Sailor employees.

Throughout  the one-
day  recognition  event,
Maher and  the other em-
ployers had the opportunity
to get an up-close and per-
sonal  look at  the Navy Ex-
peditionary Combat Com-
mand,  tour  the multi-pur-
pose  amphibious  assault
ship USS Bataan (LHD 5) at
Naval Station Norfolk, view
a  static  display of  aircraft
from Naval  Air  Force  Re-
serve, and witness a dem-
onstration by Reserve SEAL
Team 18.

”Our hope is that the
employers  gain  a  better
understanding  of  what
their Navy Reserve Sailors
are doing when they leave
to support Navy missions
around  the world,”  said
Braun.  “In  many  cases,
their Sailors are deploying
and leaving their company
for a year at a time to mo-
bilize, so today gives them
a better picture of the ca-
pabilities the Navy brings
to our nation, and also the
type  of  support  our  Re-
serve  Sailors  provide  to
the Navy.”
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Simone Biles Glides to 4th Straight US Gymnastics Title
by: Will Graves AP Sports Writer / (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

ST. LOUIS (AP) — The
national titles are starting
to run together for Simone
Biles, a three-year blur of
near flawlessly executed
routines and carry-on
cases full of medals.

If Biles is being hon-
est, the fourth straight all-
around championship she
cruised to on Sunday night
wasn’t so much a compe-
tition as an exhibition and
one more thing for Biles to
scratch off her checklist
before the next real test:
Rio de Janeiro and the
Summer Olympics.

It’s a destination Biles
is finally allowing herself
to think about after put-
ting up a two-day total of
125.00 — the highest dur-
ing her historic run at the
top — to beat three-time
Olympic medalist Aly
Raisman by nearly four
points. Only next week’s
Olympic Trials, a mere for-
mality, stand between the
19-year-old Texan and the
global stage.

“I guess there’s really
no other steps besides tri-
als and making the team,”
Biles said. “We’re one step
ahead again.”

Technically Biles has
been there for years. She
hasn’t lost a meet since
July 2013 while creating a
gap between herself and
the rest of the planet, one

First place finisher Simone Biles, center
stands on the podium with second place finisher
Aly Raisman and third place finisher Lauren
Hernandez during the U.S. women’s gymnastics
championships Sunday, June 26, 2016, in St.
Louis. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

Simone Biles competes in the floor exercise during the U.S. women’s
gymnastics championships Sunday, June 26, 2016, in St. Louis. (AP Photo/
Jeff Roberson)

that shows no signs of
closing with 40 days to go
before opening ceremo-
nies in Brazil. Biles began
the night with a dynamic
floor exercise that com-
bines peerless tumbling
with the kind of charisma
that should play in living
rooms across the world in
August.

She followed it up
with a difficult Amanar
vault — one of the most
challenging currently be-
ing done in competition —
in which she seemed to
drop out of the sky before
landing. Only a minuscule
hop stood between Biles
and perfection, just
enough of a miscue for
judges to deduct a tenth of
a point while giving her a
9.9 for execution.

 “I don’t think there’s
any such thing as perfect
in gymnastics anymore,”
Biles said. “They always
find something.”

Biles is as close as the
sport gets at the moment
as the leader of a team
that will be heavily favored
to dominate the podium in
Brazil. The five-woman
Olympic squad won’t be
officially announced until
July 10. Biles’ place is se-
cure, and the picture
around her appears to be
rapidly clearing up.

Raisman began the

Simone Biles com-
petes in the floor exer-
cise during the U.S.
women’s gymnastics
championships Sun-
day, June 26, 2016, in St.
Louis. (AP Photo/Jeff
Roberson)

year struggling with her
form following a disap-
pointing — by her stan-
dards — performance at
the 2015 world champion-
ships, when she failed to
qualify for the all-around
final after finishing behind
Biles and Olympic cham-
pion Gabby Douglas dur-
ing qualifying.

The 22-year-old
spent the winter vowing to
regain Karolyi’s trust and
now finds herself in per-
haps the finest stretch of
a career that includes two
golds and a bronze from
the 2012 games.

Steady on beam.
Powerful on floor. Efficient
on uneven bars, Raisman
may be the best gymnast
in the world not named
Biles at the moment. The

Simone Biles competes on the balance beam
during the U.S. women’s gymnastics champion-
ships Sunday, June 26, 2016, in St. Louis. Biles
took first place overall. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

current Olympic champion
on floor exercise began
the night with a gravity
defying tumbling pass she
managed to finish with a
smile. She joked after the
first round on Friday that
staying within a couple of
points of Biles would be a
victory in itself. Raisman’s
score of 60.650 on Sunday
was just 1.5 behind her

good friend.
“I think that I am bet-

ter (than I was four years
ago),” Raisman said. “And I
feel like I’m on track to be a
better gymnast than I was.”

Raisman isn’t the
only one surging. So is
electric 16-year-old Laurie
Hernandez, who looks
right at home on the big
stage in her first year at
the senior level. Her rou-
tines are is a study in atti-
tude and aggression, char-
acter traits Karolyi prizes
as much as any cleanly ex-
ecuted skill.

Gabby Douglas, try-
ing to become the first
gymnast in nearly 50 years
to repeat as Olympic
champion, ended up
fourth and admitted she
needed to improve after a
sloppy night on Friday.
Douglas got off to a shaky
start as she fought to stay
on bars — the event that
first drew Karolyi’s admira-
tion — and posted a pe-
destrian 14.5. She was bet-
ter on balance beam, land-
ing her dismount with an
emphatic stick that might
as well have served as a
reminder of what she can
do when she’s on.

“Trials, I’ll be better
at trials,” Douglas said
with a laugh.

The only real drama
heading to San Jose is
likely for the fifth and final
spot. Madison Kocian,
who won gold on uneven
bars at last fall’s world
championships, continued
her impressive comeback
from a leg injury in Febru-
ary. Though she was sec-
ond to Ashton Locklear on
bars at nationals, she also
finished in the top half of
the field on beam and
floor, versatility that would
be valuable in interna-
tional competitions as
Karolyi tries to put to-
gether a group for the
three-up, three-count cru-
cible that is the Olympic
team finals.

Karolyi began the
weekend with a team in
mind and didn’t see much
to change her preferences
over the course of two
nights. Whoever hops the
plane to Rio will go as the
heavy favorites to bring
back copious amounts of
gold led by Biles, who is
head — and shoulders,
legs and everything else —
above the rest.

Huston-Tillotson University Establishes Transfer Agreement with The California Community Colleges
  (AUSTIN, TX) -

Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity officials have signed
an agreement with The
California Community Col-
leges, the largest system of
higher education in the
nation composed of 72
districts and 113 colleges
serving 2.1 million stu-
dents per year, to enroll
students interested in fur-
thering their education at
a Historically Black College
or University.  HT, the

westernmost four-year
HBCU and closest in prox-
imity to California, estab-
lished a partnership
whereby junior-level com-
munity college students
and their transferrable
credits would gain enroll-
ment acceptance upon
meeting the necessary re-
quirements.

“Combining the stu-
dents’ desire to attend a
HBCU,  HT’s nurturing en-
vironment, small class

sizes, vibrant and healthy
job market location in Aus-
tin, and a long experience
educating transfer stu-
dents make the partner-
ship attractive to all par-
ties involved,” said HT Pro-
vost and Vice President for
Academic Affairs Dr.
Archie Vanderpuye.

Under the transfer
agreement, the HT core
curriculum (general edu-
cation) requirements are
waived for transfer stu-
dents who have obtained
an associate’s degree with
a 2.5 grade point average
or higher.  In addition, stu-
dents are also guaranteed

admission by completing
30 or more transferrable
credits with a 2.5 GPA or
higher.

As a historically black
institution located in Aus-
tin, Texas, Huston-
Tillotson University’s mis-
sion is to nurture a legacy
of leadership and excel-

lence in education, con-
necting knowledge,
power, passion, and val-
ues. The University offers
associate and master’s de-
grees in addition to Bach-
elor of Arts and Bachelor
of Science degrees in more
than 19 areas of study. Dis-
cover HT at www.htu.edu.

HHSC Seeking Grant Applications to
Help Veterans and Their Families

AUSTIN – Texas is reaching out to commu-
nity non-profits and local governments, announc-
ing the availability of up to $20 million to help vet-
erans and their families find the mental health ser-
vices they need. Visit the Electronic State Business
Daily website to find the application. Applications
for the one-year grants are due Aug. 1.

For information regarding the Texas Veterans
+ Family Alliance grant program, please email
MentalHealthTX@hhsc.state.tx.us.  For questions
regarding the RFA for the Phase II Texas Veterans
+ Family Alliance funding, please contact HHSC
Procurement Project Manager Robert Sonnier at
Robert.Sonnier@hhsc.state.tx.us.
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