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State Reps. hold
round table series on
police accountability.
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driver handbook.

See MOTORISTS
Page 3

Cercle improves
education for
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THE COMEDY GET DOWN TOUR
KEEPS IT HOT IN TEXAS!

by Naomi Richard | The Austin Villager Newspaper

I’LL HOLLA - Cedric 'The Entertainer' serves
as Master of Ceremony as the Grammy
Foundation honors music icon Smokey

Robinson. Photo courtesy of Naomi Richard.

AUSTIN, TX - On July
16, The Comedy Get
Down Tour  featuring
Cedric ‘The Entertainer,’
Eddie Griffin, D.L.
Hughley, George Lopez
and Charlie Murphy,
made a stop in Austin,
Texas at the Frank Erwin
Center to a packed crowd
of comedy lovers. Lopez
served as the evening’s
host: keeping the comedy
coming and the show
moving! With great re-
spect, Lopez recognized 2
of the original “Kings of
Comedy” for being in the
building: Cedric ‘The En-
tertainer ’ and D.L.
Hughley.

The fans were there
in major numbers, seek-
ing a comedic relief from
the otherwise stressful
and event packed week.
One show goer said, “Af-
ter all the pain it felt good
to laugh and forget it all
for a moment.”

Another fan de-
scribed the evening as
“grownup time!”

Well the tour did not
disappoint. All acts enter-
tained the crowd with
material from Trump to
their families to the “Black
Lives Matter” movement
to the wall around
Mexico.

To the crowd’s de-
light, Lopez entertained in
English and Spanish
prompting hysterical
laughter. Murphy,
Hughley and Cedric were

not to be undone, bringing
their A-Game.

Murphy ribbed Cen-
tral Texas as he made fun
of the summer heat and
the upcoming election by
describing it as “a cycle of
bad choices.”

Hughley went all the
way in on Trump saying,
“How dare Donald Trump
kick out the hardest work-
ing people in America [His-
panics].” He also took time
to applaud his son with
Autism, who successfully
graduated from college
and now works 2 jobs. The
statements were made in
response to some charac-
terizations of minorities as
being “lazy.”

Finally, Cedric the En-
tertainer found time to
visit Austin’s latest hot
spot… Rainey Street! Yes,
they took time to enjoy
one of our hottest spots
for food and entertain-
ment. He also mentioned
his family and described
his daughter as a “below
average student wanting a
top of the line car!”

Numerous motion
picture appearances,
countless television
shows, sitcoms and stand-
up specials, a talk show,
three radio shows and two
books. Cedric ‘The Enter-
tainer,’ Eddie Griffin, D.L.
Hughley, George Lopez and
Charlie Murphy have been
breaking ground in the com-
edy business and bringing

the laughs for decades. This
was a once in a lifetime
chance to see five members

of comedy royalty come to-
gether for the comedy
event of the year!

Quadruple Murder Case Dismissed Against
23-Yr.-Old Detroit  Man Who Served 8 years

by Ed White
Associated Press

STILL STANDING - Davontae Sanford stands with his mother, Taminko
Sanford and addresses the media during a news conference, Thursday, June
9, 2016 in Detroit. Sanford entered prison as a teenager in 2008 and was re-
leased Wednesday, a day after his guilty pleas to four fatal shootings were
erased by a judge at the request of prosecutors who conceded the case was
compromised by flawed police work. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)

DETROIT (AP) — A
judge dismissed charges
Tuesday and closed a mur-
der case against a young
Detroit man who went to
prison as a teen for four
slayings that were eventu-
ally linked to a hit man.

Though Davontae
Sanford, 23, was released
from prison June 8, a day
after his convictions were
thrown out at the request
of a prosecutor, Judge
Brian Sullivan still needed
to dismiss the murder
charges to guarantee his
freedom. Sullivan acted
with some reluctance,
saying in a seven-page or-
der that he had many con-
cerns about the case.

“The determination
of whether to proceed or
not to proceed is a mat-
ter vested by law within
the province of the pros-
ecutor,” Sullivan said.

“This court will not sec-
ond-guess that judgment.”

Sanford, who served
eight years in prison,
didn’t know about the
judge’s order until in-

formed by The Associated
Press. “Wow!” he said be-
fore taking a call from his
lawyer.

Wayne County Pros-
ecutor Kym Worthy said

Sanford’s guilty pleas in
2008 were spoiled after
state police found miscon-
duct by Detroit police. But
the case had many prob-
lems, including an extraor-

dinary confession by a hit
man who said he commit-
ted the so-called Runyon
Street slayings in 2007, not
Sanford, who was just 14
at the time.

At age 15, Sanford
pleaded guilty to second-
degree murder in the
middle of trial, a decision
that his appellate lawyers
blamed on a woeful de-
fense attorney. He was
sentenced to at least 39
years in prison.

Efforts to get him out
of prison lasted years but
gained momentum in
2015 when law schools at
the University of Michigan
and Northwestern Univer-
sity took up his cause with
a point-by-point rebuttal
of the case. The corner-
stone of their challenge: a
detail-rich affidavit by hit
man Vincent Smothers,
who explained how he
killed the four people in a
drug house.

Leslie Jones,
Under Hateful

Barrage on
Twitter,

Fights Back

Story on page 2

A threat from
within

   When Sheriff David Clarke
of Milwaukee County in
Wisconsin stepped on the
stage Monday night at the
Republican National Con-
vention, he sent a shock wave
through Black America.  He
told the audience what they
wanted to hear.  He said,
“What we witnessed in
Ferguson and Baltimore and
Baton Rouge was a collapse
of the social order. So many
of the actions of the Occupy
Movement and Black Lives
Matter transcends peaceful
protest and violate the code
of conduct we rely on – I call
it anarchy.”  Clarke is African
American.
   That is why he was invited
to speak at the event.  To give
support against Black Lives
Matter. He went on to say   “I
often tell  residents of
Milwaukee and cities and
towns I visit that safety is a
shared endeavor…it is built
on a foundation of
trust…which at i ts
foundation is the rule of law.”
  In past public appearances,
Clarke has said that BLM
stand for “Black Lies
Matter.” That the group lies
about public selectively
applying its forces to Blacks,
that it is based on hate. He
has called former Attorney
General Eric Holder
unprintable names, and Al
Sharpton a “charlatan.”
   Clarke is a prime example
of the Black police officer
who forgets about the Black
community when he puts on
the law enforcement uniform.
We all know that many of the
problems in law enforcement
are that there is a code of
silence in law enforcement.
         Although many of the
officers are aware of others
doing unlawful things, their
code does not allow them to
speak about it. And there are
very few Sheriffs or Police Chief
willing to hold them accountable
for their wrong doing.
  While the community feels that
there should be more people of
color in law enforcement, you
have to wonder what will
change when the leader of these
agencies are Black?
   No one approves of the
violence against police officers.
We also do not approve of
violence against members of our
community. But, how can we
correct the problem when we
have threats from within the
community. It appears that all we
can do is to continue our
peaceful protest until we get
some attention to this matter.
Peaceful protest is guaranteed to
us  by the constitution.  And they
should continue until we get
some  real changes.
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Leslie Jones, Under Hateful
Barrage on Twitter, Fights Back

by The Associated Press

In this July 9, 2016 file photo, Leslie Jones arrives at the Los Angeles
premiere of “Ghostbusters.” In a series of posts Monday, July 19, Jones
said she had been pummeled with racist tweets. She said the messages
were deeply hurtful and brought her to tears. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/
Invision/AP, File)

NEW YORK (AP) -
Under a barrage of hate-
ful posts on Twitter,
“Ghostbusters” star Leslie
Jones said she was “in a
personal hell” and urged
the social networking ser-
vice to do more to eradi-
cate abuse.

In a series of posts
Monday night, Jones said
she had been pummeled
with racist tweets. She
retweeted numerous
tweets directed at her with
pictures of apes.

Jones said the mes-
sages were deeply hurt-

ful and brought her to
tears. The “Saturday
Night Live” cast member
called on Twitter to
strengthen guidelines
and for users to “stop let-
ting the ignorant people
be the loud ones.”

“This type of abusive
behavior is not permitted
on Twitter, and we’ve
taken action on many of
the accounts reported to
us by both Leslie and oth-
ers,” Twitter said in a state-
ment. “We rely on people
to report this type of be-
havior to us but we are

continuing to invest
heavily in improving our
tools and enforcement
systems to prevent this
kind of abuse. We realize
we still have a lot of work
in front of us before Twit-
ter is where it should be
on how we handle these
issues.”

The recently released
“Ghostbusters” has
spawned an unusual
amount of vitriol online.
Many, however, came to
Jones’ defense, tweeting
under the hashtag
“LoveForLeslieJ.”

Yale Worker Destroys
Stained-Glass Window

Depicting Slaves by The Associated Press

Lawyer Patricia Kane of New Haven, second from left, with her client
Corey Menafee, a former employee at Yale’s Calhoun College who was
arraigned for breaking a window pane depicting black slaves picking cot-
ton at Calhoun College, right, talk with the press as they leave New Haven
Superior Court on Chapel Street in New Haven Tuesday, July 12, 2016.
(Peter Hvizdak /New Haven Register via AP)

  NEW HAVEN,
Conn. (AP) - A former
Yale University dining
services worker facing
criminal charges for
destroying a stained-
glass window depict-
ing slaves in a cotton
field said Tuesday that
he should not have
done it, but he found
the image disturbing.

Corey Menafee,
who is Black, used a
broomstick last month
to break the window
inside Calhoun Col-
lege, which has been
the target of student
protests because it is
named for former Vice
President John C.
Calhoun, an ardent
19th century defender
of slavery.

Menafee, 38, ap-
peared in court Tues-
day charged with
felony criminal mis-
chief and misde-
meanor reckless en-
dangerment. He did
not enter a plea. After-
ward, he told reporters
outside New Haven
Superior Court that he
was upset over the im-
age in the window.

“You look up and
there is an image of
slaves,” he said. “It’s the
21st century; you
shouldn’t have to see

that.”
Yale says Menafee

apologized and then re-
signed after breaking
the window with a
broom on June 13.

A spokesman said
shards of glass fell onto
a public street, endan-
gering a woman walk-
ing there.

But the school is-
sued a statement Tues-
day saying it does not
want to pursue his
prosecution and is not
seeking any restitu-
tion.

State prosecutors
plan to meet with law-
yers for the school and
Menafee and will have
the final say as to
whether to pursue the
criminal case.

The name of
Calhoun College has
been the subject of pro-
tests by students, fac-
ulty, alumni and oth-
ers who want it
changed.

Yale  President
Peter Salovey in April
announced the col-
lege would continue
to carry Calhoun’s
name but  that  two
new residential col-
leges  would be
named for Benjamin
Frankl in  and Paul i
Murray,  the  co-

founder of the Na-
tional Organization for
Women and a civil
rights leader.

Salovey also
charged the school’s
Committee on Art in
Public Spaces to assess
all of the art on campus
as part of a broader ini-
tiative to review the
school’s historical rela-
tionship with slavery,
the school said Tues-
day.

“After the window
was broken in June, the
committee recom-
mended that it and
some other windows
be removed from
Calhoun, conserved for
future study and a pos-
sible contextual exhibi-
tion, and replaced tem-
porarily with tinted
glass,” the school said
in a statement. “An art-
ist specializing in
stained glass will be
commissioned to de-
sign new windows,
with input from the
Yale community, in-
cluding students, on
what should replace
them.”

More than two
dozen protesters gath-
ered on the court steps
Tuesday holding signs
and chanting, “Justice
for Corey Menafee.”

Linda Xing, a Yale University student at Calhoun College, fourth from
left, and others rally at New Haven Superior Court on Chapel Street in
New Haven, Conn., Tuesday, July 12, 2016 demanding justice for Corey
Menafee, an African-American employee at Yale’s Calhoun College who
was charged with breaking a window pane depicting black slaves picking
cotton at Calhoun College. (Peter Hvizdak /New Haven Register via AP)



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Prophetess
Stephanie N’Cho
Associate Pastor

469-226-4679 | www.vainqueurs.org
805 S. Sherman St. Richardson, TX 75081

La Génération des Vainqueurs
Ministry Church

Tuesday - Friday: 3pm -10pm
Walking and Appointment

Wednesday Bible Study | 7:45pm
Friday Prayer |7:45pm

Sunday Service | 10:00am

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY | Christian Education 9:15a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m. (MLK)
Nursery Available
TUESDAY | TNT Bible Study
(Pflugerville) 6:45p.m.
WEDNESDAY | Prayer & Praise 7:00p.m.
Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

512-472-9748 www.davidchapel.org
2211 E.MLK @ Chestnut St. Austin, TX 78702

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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Guest Columnist
Wanda K. Hayes

“Where Are
They Now”

Class of 2007
John B. Connally

High School
Hello Villager Read-

ers, It’s nice to check in af-
ter so many years. This is
Megan Bradley-Galloway, I
was in Youth Brigade and
wrote for The Villager
Newspaper from 2004 –

Megan Bradley
Galloway

2007. I chose to write for
the Villager in order to
strengthen my writing
skills and yes, getting paid
was an incentive! Since
then I have benefitted
greatly from my experi-
ence writing for The Vil-
lager by being able to ob-
tain progressive positions
in my job, which requires
communicating through
written documentation in
a clear, precise and concise
manner.

Currently, I live in
Austin and work for one of
the great agencies with
the State of Texas. I did at-
tend college straight out of
high school, but took a
break. However, I am back
in college at National
American University com-
pleting my Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Business Adminis-
tration with Emphasis in
Management and will fin-
ish strong.

I truly believe that
through having to com-
plete an application pro-
cess to be in Youth Brigade
each year, having to meet
the writing requirements
and meet article deadlines
each week has helped me
to be an outstanding em-
ployee and has enhanced
my soft skills: communica-
tion, flexibility, problem
solving, organization and
teamwork.

Thank you Mr. Wyatt
for providing this avenue
for young people! I know
how much this experience
with The Villager has
helped me to continue to
grow personally and pro-

fessionally.
The Villager is still

providing avenues to
other young people. Ten
years later my sister Jarian
Galloway is in the Youth
Brigade, and writing for
The Villager since 2014.
This year will be her last
term since she is a senior
at Harmony Science Acad-
emy North Austin. Please
look to read her upcoming
articles for this school
year.

Again, thank you Vil-
lager and readers for help-
ing to inspire me as a teen
to write and as a young
adult to benefit from the
experience!

What All Motorists Need to Know!

DALLAS, TX - Some
months ago, in the after-
math of the events that
would result in the un-
timely and needless
death of Sandra Bland,
my thoughts began to
ponder the things that
could be done to possibly
prevent similar incidents
from happening again.
The wheels to this were
placed in motion long
before America was

stunned by the tragedy
that took place in a St.
Paul,   Minnesota suburb
a few days ago.

  The quest would
lead to me contacting the
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety (DPS). My inquiry
of them was on how we
could develop instructions
to Texas drivers on how
they should respond to
officers in instances when
a vehicle stop takes place.

It sounds so simple. It
sounds like something
that we as experienced
drivers should already
know. But it is a situation
that has resulted in unfor-
tunate tragedy when
these routine occurrences
somehow quickly spiral
out of control. While this
happens hundreds, even
thousands of times across
America daily without in-
cident, each encounter
also produces the anxiety
of the unknown for those
charged with protecting
the public safety. One
more harmful incident is
one too many.

I have asked DPS to
draft language that would
be placed in its Texas
Driver Handbook, the in-
struction manual that is
given to driver license ap-
plicants. These same in-
structions should also be a
component of training
materials for all cadets
who seek to join the ranks
of the 59,000 licensed
Texas Peace Officers. In
developing this language,
we would assemble a
workgroup comprised of
stakeholders that includes

not only the input of law
enforcement, but that of
community members and
advocates, as well as aca-
demics and other related
governmental entities. It
has been suggested that
these instructions may
need to be incorporated
into high school curricu-
lum. Additional instructions
should also be included in
the driver license manual
for concealed handgun li-
cense (CHL) holders.

While word of this
type instruction that Black
parents have preached,
particularly to their sons
for years has filtered out to
mainstream America re-
cently, some - fed up over
too many fatal interactions
- have questioned why we
need to give special in-
structions to our kids? My
answer to them is that this
issue, these instructions,
are for everyone; they
have no age limits, they
are gender and even race
neutral. They can help
drivers in Dallas, Amarillo,
Laredo or Texarkana. They
could ease anxieties in
Ohio or Georgia or Maine
if the idea catches on.

Senator Royce West

Galloway
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Chief Ryan Phillips (Manor Police Department) and Chief Hooker
(Pflugerville Police Department) address resident during Town Hall Meeting.
Photo by Tsoke Chuch Adjavon

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist
In the midst of the police shootings and the protests, Gabriel Nila who is run-

ning for House District 46 decided to have a “Town-Hall Meeting.” Moreover, the
meeting was called “It’s Time for Unity” which is fitting due to all the divisions oc-
curring in the country. “It’s Time for Unity” was sponsored by the African Diaspora
due to the fact that there is a need for open discussions. At this town hall meeting,
the featured speakers were the Chief of Polices for both Manor and Pflugerville.

The town hall meeting was scheduled from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm, however, it
went over the limit because the attendees had a lot of questions and observations
made for the Manor and Pflugerville Chief of Polices. Some of the questions that
were asked included, “Why are police officers so quick to profile black men and
black male teens?” Moreover, it was an opportunity for a “police’s viewpoint on
race and policing”.

As one can see these types of Town Hall meetings are needed because they
provide a feedback to the police department. Furthermore, it allows the police chiefs
to hear directly from their communities regarding the work of the police. However,
after these talks there is now a need for implementation and resolutions. Some of
the implementation can include that the police officer respect the lives of individu-
als, no matter their skin color.

Town Hall Meeting Calls for UnityCentral
Texas

African
Diaspora

Host
Cercle
Social

Hermann DeSouza, Cercle Social organizer.

Over the years, the
African Diaspora living in
the West, including the
United States has always
looked for ways to give
back to the continent.
Consequently, a group like
“Cercle Social” founded in
the US by some members
of the African Diaspora
have been giving back to
West Africa. Throughout
its years, it has worked
hard to bring educational
needs to the forefront.
According to Cercle Social,
their “mission is to im-
prove the access to sec-
ondary education for dis-
advantaged youth in Benin
(West Africa) by providing
them with the necessary
learning materials.”

Cercle Social was ini-
tiated in October 2010
with the collaboration of
young Bénin citizens. The
Organization started with
the desire to take action
for the development of
BENIN (WEST_AFRICA) by
improving the quality of
education. The choice
turned to education as it is
the basis of all develop-
ment. It is perhaps a fun-
damental human right for
everyone. According to
the organization, they are
working on three main
projects, which, are the
Scholarship project; Com-
puter Lab project and
School Nutrition Assis-
tance Project for Students
(SNACS). For instance the

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

SNACS project provides
“good nutrition for the stu-
dents.”

According to the
founders, “We can all
agree that the urban com-
munities want change
more than anyone does.
However, because of the
lack of money, change is
not an option for these
people. The little money
these people are getting is
not even enough to feed
their families. The simplest
thing such as sending their
kids to school to get an edu-
cation, takes money, which
these people do not have. “
One can become involve
with the nonprofit Cercle
Social by going to their
website: cerclesocial.org.

Ivorian Americans
Make Preparations for

Independence Day Affair

Although the Cote
d’Ivoire Independence
Day celebration is on Au-
gust 7th, the Central
Texas Ivorian Association
plans to celebrate on Au-
gust 13th. Over the next
few weeks, the Ivorian
American community
plans to make prepara-
tions for this Indepen-
dence Day celebration
which is open to every-
one. Moreover, the event
is meant to showcase the
diversity and richness of
Cote D’Ivoire (Ivory
Coast.)

Over the past years,
the president of the
Ivorian Community of
Central Texas has played a

crucial role of organizing
the Independence Day cel-
ebration. According to Mr.
N’dri, “There are about
300 Ivorians living in the
Central Texas area. More-
over, these celebrations
are used to bring new
members into the Ivorian

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Association of Central
Texas. Not only does it
bring new members, but
it also bring the older
members of the commu-
nity to celebrate.

The nation of Ivory
Coast (Cote D’Ivoire) re-
ceived its independence
on August7, 1960’s. For
over 40 years, the Ivory
Coast was a beacon of
peace, tranquility and of
economic development.
During these years, the
Ivory Coast experienced
high economic growth
rates which made it the
leader among other West
African nations. People
from other West African
nations and even from
around the world moved
to the Ivory Coast in order
to get a piece of the
“Ivorian Dream”.
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

DPR Construction as CMAR
for Texas State University will
be constructing the 18,845 sf
Library Repository Building
and site development at 250 E.
McCarty Ln., San Marcos,
Texas 78666. We are currently
seeking competitive pricing
from Subcontractors on the
100% CD Issuance for
Waterproofing, Plaster, and
Painting, by Thursday 7/14/
2016 at 2:00 PM CST. If you’re
interested in pursuing this
project, please contact us and we
will provide a Box link to access
the proposal documents. Please
contact Ted Muckleroy for any
questions or information
regarding this project at
tedm@dpr.com or 512-345-
7699

New Jobs for the
Week of 07/17/2016

Assistant, Student Services
Rio Grande Campus

Job# 1607032
Faculty, Visual Communication

(Graphic Art Technology)
Northridge Campus

Job# 1607030
Advocate, Special Populations

Eastview Campus
Job# 1607029

Supervisor, Computer Support
Cypress Creek Campus

Job# 1607028
Video Producer

Pinnacle Campus
Job# 316190

Executive Director, Learning
Support Services
Highland Campus

Job# 1607022
Director, HLC ACCelerator

Highland Campus
Job# 1607021

Coordinator, Environmental
Health & Safety
Service Center
Job# 1607016

Back-End Web Developer
Highland Business Center

Job# 1607015
Manager, Energy Conservation

Service Center
Job# 1607013

Accountant
Service Center
Job# 1607001

Carpenter
Service Center
Job# 1606011

Austin Travis County Inte-
gral Care is currently solic-
iting proposals through a Re-
quest for Proposals (RFP)
process for Property Man-
agement Services. RFPs may
be sent electronically, by
contacting Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@atcic.org or
(512) 440-4022 beginning
July 22, 2016.  The deadline
to submit a proposal under
the RFP is 4 p.m. CST on
August 19, 2016. Histori-
cally Underutilized Busi-
nesses, including Minority-
Owned Businesses and
Women-Owned Businesses,
are encouraged to apply.

Online Public Housing
Applications Coming July 20th

PROTECTIONS. IMPROVEMENTS. CHOICE.
As part of the im-

provements  being
planned and provided
to public housing fami-
lies  through  the U.S.
Department of Hous-
ing  and  Urban
Development’s Rental
Assistance Demonstra-
tion  (RAD)  program,
the Housing Authority
of  the  City  of  Austin
(HACA)  is  pleased  to
announce  the agency
is  transitioning  to
property-specific (site-
based) waiting lists for
its public housing pro-
gram starting at 8 a.m.
On July 20.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,

GOODLATTE AND
CONYERS ANNOUNCE
WORKING GROUP ON

POLICING STRATEGIES

Washington, D.C.  –
House  Judiciary Commit-
tee  Chairman  Bob
Goodlatte  (R-Va.)  and
Ranking  Member  John
Conyers,  Jr.  (D-Mich.)  to-
day announced the estab-
lishment  of  a  working
group  to  examine police
accountability, aggression
towards law enforcement,
and public safety concerns
related  to  these  issues.
The  bipartisan working
group will hold a series of
roundtables, starting with
a  private  roundtable  in
Washington, D.C., to can-
didly discuss the issues fu-
eling excessive force used

Will Hurd
(R-Texas)

Sheila Jackson Lee
(D-Texas)

by  law enforcement  and
attacks against police of-
ficers and will  invite out-
side  leaders on this  issue
to meet with the working
group.

Chairman Goodlatte
and  Ranking  Member
Conyers  issued the state-
ment below on the forma-
tion of this working group:

“Our nation’s con-
science has been rocked
by a series of tragic events
that has resulted in the
loss of too many lives.
Most recently, five Dallas
police officers were mur-
dered in cold blood last
week, and two men were
fatally shot by law en-
forcement in Baton Rouge
and St. Paul. We mourn
the loss of all of these
lives and want to see an
end to this violence.

“It’s clear that more
must be done to end ex-
cessive use of force,
strengthen police ac-
countability, prevent vio-
lent attacks on law en-
forcement and improve
the relationship between
police officers and the
communities they are
sworn to protect and

serve. These issues are
not going to be solved
overnight and they won’t
be solved by Congress
alone. Our goal in creating
this working group is to
discuss these issues can-
didly with each other so
that we can begin to find
common ground on these
matters of national im-
portance.”

Chairman Goodlatte
and  Ranking  Member
Conyers will lead the work-
ing group. Members of the
working  group  include:
Representatives Will Hurd
(R-Texas),  Sheila  Jackson
Lee (D-Texas).

Austin Community College
District (ACC) is soliciting
proposals from qualified firms
to provide a library manage-
ment system.

Request for Proposal
(RFP) No. 208-16026JH

All proposals must be submitted
to ACC Purchasing by no later
than Thursday, August 11, 2016
at 11:00 a.m., Central Time.
Solicitation packages are
available on the ACC
Purchasing website at http://
www.austincc.edu/offices/
p u r c h a s i n g / a d v e r t i s e d -
solicitations or in the ACC
Purchasing Office with advance
notice (512) 223-1044 between
the hours of 9am and 4pm CT,
Monday through Friday.
A mandatory Pre-Proposal
meeting is scheduled for July
25, 2016.
All proposals must be sealed
and returned to the ACC
Purchasing Office, ACC Service
Center, 9101 Tuscany Way,
Austin, Texas 78754, by the date
and time indicated above.
Electronically transmitted bids
will NOT be accepted unless
otherwise stated in the
documents.
The ACC Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any
and/or all responses and waive
all
formalities in the solicitation
process.

HACA will  reopen  its
Public Housing One-
Bedroom waiting  list
effective July 20. The
waiting  lists  for  all
other bedroom sizes
(two, three, four, and
five  bedrooms)  are
currently  open  and
will remain open un-
til further notice.

Current and pro-
spective HACA  resi-
dents will now have a
chance to pick where
they want to live! For
example, if a resident
lives at a HACA prop-
erty  in  south Austin,
but he or she wants to
live at a HACA prop-

erty  in  north  or  east
Austin, he or she will be
able  to apply  to be on
the waiting  list  for any
of HACA’s 18 properties.
Applicants may  apply
for more than one prop-
erty, but must complete
a  separate application
for each property.

Individuals  inter-
ested  in  applying  for
public housing may visit
www.austin.apply4housing.com
to submit a pre-applica-
tion. For more informa-
tion  about HACA’s  18
public housing proper-
ties,  please  visit
www.hacanet .org /
communities.

The Victim  Services Unit  of  the  Travis  County
Sheriff’s Office is currently seeking volunteers to serve
as a vital component in the strong and long-standing
commitment of the Sheriff’s Office to victims of crime
and crisis circumstances.

Victim Services Unit volunteers assist staff on the
front lines of crisis intervention, providing immediate
response to victims of family violence, sexual assaults,
child/elder abuse, aggravated assaults, robberies/bur-
glaries, suicides, and death notifications.

We accept volunteers of excellent moral standing
who have the sensitivity required to provide effective
assistance to those in crisis. Participating in our volun-
teer program is an excellent opportunity to gain expe-
rience  in crisis  intervention,  learn about the criminal
justice system/law enforcement response, and enhance
knowledge of community resources while performing
a needed and rewarding service.

For more  information  visit www.tcsheriff.org/
VictimServices  or  contact  Lindsey  Cunningham  at
lindsey.cunningham@traviscountytx.gov or 512-854-8456.

Travis County Sheriff’s Victim
Services Unit Seeks Volunteers

Film Academy Diversifies Leadership
with New Governors

LOS ANGELES (AP) -
The film academy is tak-
ing more steps to diver-
sify, with  three women
and  two Black  filmmak-
ers newly elected to lead-
ership positions.

The  Academy  of
Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences  announced  its
newly  elected board of
governors  on Monday.
The list includes six first-
time representatives: di-
rector Steven Spielberg,
actress Laura Dern, cos-
tume designer Sharen K.
Davis,  documentarian
Roger  Ross  Williams,
composer  Laura
Karpman and sound en-
gineer Kevin Collier.

Each  of  the
academy’s 17 branches is
represented  by  three
governors,  who  are
elected  to  three-year
terms.

The  film  academy
announced sweeping ef-
forts in January to diver-
sify its membership after

a second year of all-White
acting  nominees  for  the
Academy  Awards.  Last
month,  it  invited a  record
683 new members to join,
noting that the invitees are
46 percent  female and 41
percent minority.

The academy says its
invitees are 46 percent
female, 41 percent
minority and represent 59
countries.(Photo by Matt
Sayles/Invision/AP, File)
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