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In Memory of Kevin Louis Fletcher

Kevin Louis “DJ Flexx” Fletcher (July 22, 1967 - June 10, 2016)
Photo Courtesy of KAZI FM Radio

by Naomi Richard |
Obituary Cook-Walden

Funeral Home

AUSTIN, TX - Kevin
Louis Fletcher, age 48, be-
loved son, father, brother,
uncle, cousin and friend
transitioned from this life
to life eternal with Jesus
Christ on June 10, 2016 at
2:45 p.m.

Kevin fought a val-
iant and courageous
battle against heart dis-
ease for many years. He
never complained but
continued moving for-
ward in life in his own he-
roic way. Laughing, joking,
and supporting friends,
golfing, fishing, enjoying
music and family. Kevin
never gave up, his heart
just gave out.

Kevin attended LBJ
High School in Austin,
Texas. He enlisted in the
Marine Corp upon gradu-
ation and received an hon-

orable discharge after suf-
fering a severe knee and
leg injury. He was formerly
employed by Brackenridge
and Seton Hospitals as a

phlebotomist and several
other healthcare agencies
until he became disabled

See LOVE OF HIS LIFE, pg 3

Sustaining Our
Heritage,

Preserving Our
History

by Angela Wyatt | VILLAGER Newspaper

Wells Fargo Bank has been a staple in the East
Austin community and a major participant in

Austin’s Annual Juneteenth Parade for decades.
Photo Angela Wyatt

AUSTIN, TX - Tradi-
tion is something I value
deeply, which is why com-
memorating Juneteenth
is so important to me.
Juneteenth, also known
as Juneteenth Indepen-
dence Day or Freedom
Day, is the oldest national
holiday that commemo-
rates the June 19, 1865
announcement of the
abolition of slavery in
Texas; and more generally

the emancipation of Afri-
can-American slaves
throughout the Confeder-
ate South.

After 86 years,
Austin’s Juneteenth cel-
ebration is still growing. It
started out as
“Juneteenth, what’s that?’
Now it’s ‘Are you going to
the Juneteenth parade?”.
Austin’s very first
Juneteenth Celebration
was held at Rosewood

Park in 1930, where we
continue to gather.

This year ’s jubilee
kicked off with the 2016
Miss and Little Miss
Juneteenth Scholarship

Pageant Program;
Juneteenth Green and
Clean Neighborhood
Project; 2K Emancipation

Johnson Publishing
Company, a family owned
publisher of African
American titles based in
Chicago, reportedly sold
Ebony and Jet magazines
to Clear View Group in
Austin, Texas a private-
equity firm.

The surprise an-
nouncement follows
Kierna Mayo, Editor- in-
Chief of Ebony, announc-
ing her departure from
the magazine the day be-
fore. Mayo wrote on Twit-
ter “I’m leaving Ebony…. It
wasn’t an easy decision.”

Mayo, also tweeted
“I am the new Senior Vice

Johnson
Publishing
Sells Ebony

and Jet
Magazines

President of Content and
Brands for Interactive
One.” Interactive One is an
online publisher focused
on urban audience.

Johnson Publishing
Company, originally
founded in 1942 by John
H. Johnson, is one of the
longest running African-
American magazine pub-
lishing companies in the
United States.

Jet, founded in 1951,
was one of the first maga-
zines to hone in on the civil
rights movement. The
rapid growth of social me-
dia and digital outlets,
however, has been a con-
stant struggle for Johnson
Publishing Company, as it
has for many publishers. In
2014 Jet stopped printing
issues and became an
online only publication.

Linda Johnson Rice,
daughter of John H.
Johnson, and Chairman of
Johnson Publishing Com-
pany emailed to reporters,
“This is the next chapter in
retaining the legacy that

my father, John H.
Johnson, built to ensure
the celebration of African
Americans.”

Johnson Publishing
Company will retain Fash-
ion Fair Cosmetics, a
make-up company aimed
at people of color.

Desiree Rogers, CEO
of Johnson Publishing, will
reportedly retain her posi-
tion and focus on the cos-
metics business.

“We made this pur-

chase because this is an
iconic brand—it’s the
most-recognized brand in
the African-American
community,” Michael
Gibson, Chairman of Clear
View Group, told the Chi-
cago Tribune.

Cheryl McKissack,
who has served as chief op-
erating officer for Johnson
Publishing Company since
2013, has reportedly been
promoted to CEO of Ebony
Media Operations.

by: Carlton James, Jr.
Special to the AFRO

Ebony and Jet magazine are sold

See LEGION, page 6

MUSIC WITH A
POSITIVE
MESSAGE:
SUMMER
CONCERT
SERIES

ENGAGES
BLACK AND
HISPANIC

INNER CITY
YOUTH

AUSTIN, TEXAS - It all
started in 1997 when Aus-
tin Hip Hop artist and
youth leader Charles
“NOOK” Byrd heeded the
late Dorothy Turner’s call
to utilize the historic Rose-
wood Park in East Austin.
NOOK saw the need for
youth to be engaged in
positive activities during
the summer months.
Jump On It, a free, sum-
mer concert series,
launched and featured lo-
cal performers and com-
munity activities. City or-
ganizations and local po-
lice were invited to inter-
act with teenagers, many
of whom were minorities
and from poor neighbor-
hoods located primarily in
Austin’s inner city. The
weekly event was held
consistently during the
summer months through
2004, until the organizer’s
music career took off and
sporadically until now!

This year Jump On It
(JOI) resumes the past
popular summertime con-
cert series. The newly in-

See ACTIVITIES, page 2

Who is really
after Rep.

Dawnna Dukes?
   There is a lot of effort
going on to bring down Rep.
Dawnna Dukes.  The
investigators are looking into
her records all the way back
to 2004.  And everything
seems to be on the table. The
only thing that is wrong is
that all of the information is
being released to the press in
the middle of the
investigation. The problem
is, Dukes has been in office
for more than 20 years, so
why is the investigation
now?
   What ever happened to
innocent until proven guilty?
Whenever the African
American Community tries
to get information about
wrong doing in our
community, we are always
told that it would take several
weeks or even months before
we could receive reports.
   Even when our former
Governor was under
investigation, information
was held until his
Presidential campaign was
over.  His investigation was
held up for such a long
period of time that he was
eligible to run for the next
election four years later.
   This reminds me of the time
when the late County
Commissioner Jimmy Snell
was the subject of an
investigation during his final
campaign.  He was the subject
of the same kind of public
assassination in the media.
Almost immediately after the
election, a statement was
issued that there was “no
wrong doing.” But Snell had
already been defeated at the
polls.
   Then there was Councilman
Eric Mitchell who was the
victim of a series of front page
articles while he was on
vacation. When Mitchell came
back to town, a candidate had
been found to oppose him  for
his seat on the council.
Mitchell proved that the
information that was published
was false, but he could not
remove it from the minds of
the citizens. Most people
believe what they read in the
newspaper.
   Whether Dukes is guilty or
not, she should have a clear
process. According to the law,
Dukes is innocent until proven
guilty and deserves to be
treated that way.

Residents restore
dignity to neglected

burial grounds.
See HISTORICAL

Page 4

Charleston honors
the lives of nine

parishioners.
See CHURCH

Page 2

Admiral M. Howard
takes command of
key NATO base.
See EUROPE

Page 5
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stalled series will be
held every Wednesday be-
ginning June 22nd through
August 10th, from 12 pm
to 10 pm at Givens Park
(3811 E. 12th St. 78721).
This year JOI will feature
the many new activities
such as:

1) The Shop Black
Vendor Market where at-
tendees can shop and en-
joy great food from local
area food trucks.

2) The Learning Zone
designed with resources

and workshops for youth
and adults.

 3) The Game Zone
features exciting rides and
interactive games for all
ages.

4) The Adult Zone
gives adults an area
where they can mingle,
relax, and enjoy adult bev-
erages.

5) The Entertainment
Zone will feature perfor-
mances by national and
local artists. These events
continue to serve as a safe

haven for thousands of in-
ner city youth and provides
a fun and engaging enter-
tainment nucleus to bring
needed resources to the
fingertips of the youth and
their families. It is always
free for attendees who par-
ticipate in the Learning
Zone. In order for the
event’s continued suc-
cess, a ticket/gate dona-
tion of $5 per adult and $1
for children under 12 years
of age is suggested.

“We want to give our
kids a safe, positive alter-
native other than getting
into trouble during the
summer months,” says
NOOK. “We also want to
connect them with com-
munity services, positive
interaction with law en-
forcement and let them
know how to prevent the
spread of HIV in our com-
munities.”

In its early years, JOI
became a community tra-
dition that teenagers and
their families looked for-
ward to each week, says
NOOK. “By working with

local kids and highlighting
local talent, the new se-
ries gives the next genera-
tion a sense of tradition
that has been lacking in
Austin for over a decade.”
NOOK is excited about the
event being held at Givens
Park this year and believes

JOI ZONES to feature many new summer activities for all ages
this location will help to
highlight the area’s history
and let the youth know
their heritage and the
foundation that their
grandparents and great
grandparents built.

NOOK says there is
still a need for monetary

support to produce the se-
ries and JOI is open to re-
ceiving donations. Ven-
dors, performers and vol-
unteers are also needed
and can contact the orga-
nizers at 512-348-8005,
jumponitoutreach@gmail.com,
jumponitevents.com

• Eight weeks of entertainment & info on life
resources.
• Many influential personalities will perform and
speak on topics relevant to today’s youth.
• Resources include HIV testing, a platform to bridge
the disconnect between black youth and law
enforcement, health screening, voting registration,
tutoring assistance, college scholarship
opportunities, mentoring, job opportunities and other
valuable resources all at no expense.

About Jump On It Summer Concert Series

Charleston
Remembers
Victims on

Church
Shooting

Anniversary
by: Bruce Smith
Associated Press

PAYING RESPECTS - People walk past photos of some of the
victims of last year’s shooting at Mother Emanuel AME Church before a
memorial service honoring those killed in Charleston, S.C., Friday, June
17, 2016. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton).CHARLESTON, S.C.

(AP) - Amid singing and
prayer, a community wide
memorial service remem-
bering the victims of the
Charleston church
shootings got underway
Friday in a sports arena a
few blocks from Emanuel
AME Church.

The service marked
the one-year anniversary
of the shootings that
claimed the lives of nine
parishioners during a
Bible study at the historic
black church. A white man,
Dylann Roof, faces death
penalty trials in both state

and federal courts.
As the service got un-

derway, church leaders
walked down the aisle to
the stage as a choir sang.
Later, the congregation
sang “Lift Every Voice and
Sing.” The stage was lined
with pictures of the nine
Emanuel AME victims, the
words “Still Speaking from
Eternity” above each pic-
ture. The College of
Charleston’s TD Arena sits
about 5,100 people, and it
appeared to be about half
full as the service got un-

derway. It ’s the same
venue where President
Barack Obama last year
led the congregation in
“Amazing Grace” during a
funeral for the church’s
pastor, state Sen.
Clementa Pinckney.

Gov. Nikki Haley and
U.S. Sen. Tim Scott were
scheduled to give remarks
at the service. The congre-
gation was also expected
to hear a message from
President Obama.

Smaller services later
Friday at Emanuel AME

are among about two
dozen events marking the
anniversary of the
shootings during the com-
ing days. Wesley Theologi-
cal Seminary on Friday an-
nounced the establish-
ment of a degree program
to honor Pinckney, who
was working on a thesis
dealing with his dual role
as public servant and min-
ister when he was killed.

Pinckney Scholar-
ships have also been es-
tablished to help students
in need.

HATRED
By Dr. E. Faye Williams, Esq.

(TriceEdneyWire.com)
– If one accepts the fact
that there’s no excuse or
rationale for abject hatred
that promotes or justifies
the murder of any human
being, then the hate-
based murder of 49 inno-
cent souls in Orlando is in-
comprehensible.  That
massacre, and others, rep-
resents a stain on our na-
tional consciousness and
blight on our national
spirit.

Earlier in my life, our
national embarrassment
was the contradiction be-
tween our nation's stated
belief in "God-given in-
alienable rights" for all
and our resignation to a
general acceptance of the
average white person's
hatred of Black people.
Even when not publicly ex-
pressed, we could see and
experience that type of
hatred through the "Insti-
tution of Slavery" and,
when made illegal, its
more insidious progeny,
"Jim Crow."

When many whites
weren't so public in their
expression of hatred to-
ward us, too many were
satisfied with maintaining
systematic control over our
quality of life which re-
sulted in a myriad of prob-

lems, including depressed
wages and income, infe-
rior educational services,
denied opportunities for
social and cultural parity
and the establishment of
a superior/inferior social
contract between Blacks
and whites.  Because we
have been conditioned to
accept it as routine or nor-
mal, hatred and its mani-
festations have created a
fertile field for its growth
in our lives.

Historically, we have
seen these same hatreds
extended to Asians, Jews,
Italians, Irish, Native
Americans, Arabs and the
general group of people
we label as Hispanics.  Al-
most without exception,
those who’ve been distin-
guished by color or com-
plexion, religion, language
or non-Anglo names still
fall victim as members of
"out-groups."

I don't present my ar-
gument as a convoluted
excuse of any act of ter-
ror.  ?I don't defend what
happened in the massacre
in Orlando.  However, I
find it telling that a US-
born man of Afghan heri-
tage would, as he ran-
domly slays those near
him, spare the lives of
most Black people, yet
murders mostly Hispanics.
If we are to believe what
we have been told about
the killer being a self-
radicalized Jihadist, we
must analyze his reasons
for taking and sparing
lives.

As I understand it,
the Jihadist mindset is es-
tablished upon a funda-
mental opposition to
Western cultural dictums
and imperatives.  These
beliefs, along with a faith-
based intolerance of ho-
mosexuality, have led to a
deadly mix.  Can it, then,
be correctly inferred that
the killer was operating
from the perspective that
"the enemy of my enemy
is my friend?"  Did the
killer see Blacks as kin-
dred spirits and fellow-vic-
tims of an oppressive,

hate-filled "Western
Devil?"  If these assump-
tions are true, then the
legacy of our home-grown
hatred is a contributory
factor to the acts of this
man.

We must look in the
mirror to assess our role,
if any, in this recent trag-
edy.  We must take a criti-
cal look at what we are
teaching those who follow
us.  If we, as some of our
politicians are doing, de-
value the lives and exist-
ence of others based upon
their differences of reli-

gion, ethnicity, race, coun-
try of origin or other artifi-
cial qualifiers of their hu-
manity, we lend to the ha-
tred and subsequent vio-
lence that continues to
visit our door.

In this country, we
must take a critical look at
how our public dialogue/
discourse treats others.
Does it value life and seek
commonality instead of
conflict?  Do we speak of
facts learned through in-
vestigation, interaction,
and inquiry or do we con-
jecture from stereotype?

Do we blindly follow the
example of xenophobic
demagogues like Donald
Trump or do we step out
with our God-given
commonsense and make
meritorious decisions
based upon fact?  Hatred
is no longer just Black and
white.  It’s as complex as
our world has become.

Of this I’m sure, un-
mitigated hatred reduces
the value of life for us all
and diminishes our ability
to face the challenges of
our increasingly diverse
world.



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Prophetess
Stephanie N’Cho
Associate Pastor

469-226-4679 | www.vainqueurs.org
805 S. Sherman St. Richardson, TX 75081

La Génération des Vainqueurs
Ministry Church

Tuesday - Friday: 3pm -10pm
Walking and Appointment

Wednesday Bible Study | 7:45pm
Friday Prayer |7:45pm

Sunday Service | 10:00am

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY | Christian Education 9:15a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m. (MLK)
Nursery Available
TUESDAY | TNT Bible Study
(Pflugerville) 6:45p.m.
WEDNESDAY | Prayer & Praise 7:00p.m.
Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

512-472-9748 www.davidchapel.org
2211 E.MLK @ Chestnut St. Austin, TX 78702

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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due to his health con-
dition.

Kevin loved cooking;
he was an awesome cook
from a family of cooks. He
explored new recipes and
exchanged recipes with his
sisters. He could often be
found sampling new and
different restaurants with
friends. He became a
trusted food critic posting
his experiences on social
media. Kevin was an avid
golfer and spent many
hours on the golf course
playing in local and state

The love of Kevin’s life was music

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

wide tournaments. He
also hosted several golf
tournaments here in the
Austin area. He had a great
love for fishing as well.

The love of Kevin’s
life was music. He found
his special place at KAZI
88.7 FM radio. Kevin wore
many hats at KAZI. He
spent countless hours at
the station and away from
the radio station repre-
senting KAZI and its inter-
ests. He was a mentor,
teacher, friend, co-worker,
family and a very capable

assistant and right hand
man to the station man-
ager. Monday Morning
Madness at KAZI will never
be the same. God called
home an awesome DJ last
Friday. There must have
been a job opening in
Heaven for a DJ. God
looked down and called up
DJ Flexx to fill the spot.
God has spoken.

Kevin is survived by
his mother Lillie Fletcher;
son, Kevin Thornton;
brothers Tommie Thomas
of Athens, Texas, Michael

Thomas of Austin, Texas;
sisters Deborah Batts,
Cynthia Burdett, Patricia
Cannon and Sharon Gor-
don all of Austin, Texas;
special friend Felisha Wil-
liams; several nieces and
nephews; cousins and a
host of other relatives. Of
course his KAZI family
whom he held dear.

Kevin was preceded
in death by his father Leo
“Big Fox” Fletcher, sister
Pamela Thomas-Kayembe
and brother Charles Vester
Fletcher.

DJ FLEXX holding it down at KAZI Radio. Photo Courtesy of KAZI FM Radio

AGE of Central Texas Offers Free
Dementia Workshop for Family Caregivers

AUSTIN, TX - As part
of ongoing education and
support programming to
address issues that
caregivers often encoun-
ter when caring for an
older loved one, AGE of
Central Texas will host the
free caregiver workshop
“Stages of Dementia and
Behavioral Change: What
to Expect and What You
Can Do” with Dr. Cherie
Simpson, PhD, MBA, RN.
The free workshop will be
held on Thursday, July
14th, from 6:00 p.m. to

8:00 p.m. at the AGE Build-
ing, located at 3710 Cedar
Street in Austin.

     Dr. Simpson is a
Clinical Nurse Specialist in
Holistic Adult Health and
an Assistant Professor at
The University of Texas
School of Nursing. She has
worked with Senior Adults
Specialty Healthcare and
Research for approxi-
mately 10 years, and she
conducts research in areas
of sleep, caregiving, and
depression in aging
women.  She was awarded

the 2013 Judith Braun
Award for Advancing the
Practice of Gerontological
Nursing through Research
for “The Dynamic Experi-
ence of Dementia
Caregiving,” a study with
caregivers of persons with
dementia.

     Registration for
the workshop is free, but
space is limited.  Visit
w w w . t i n y u r l . c o m /
AgeJuly2016 or call (512)
600-9275 to register.

     A limited amount
of free respite care for

older family members
will also be available on-
site during the seminar at
AGE’s Austin Adult Day
Health Center by RSVP
only.  Participants can re-
quest the service with
their online registration
or by call ing Gailyn
Trammell at (512) 600-
9275.

     For more informa-
tion on the programs and
resources provided by AGE
of Central Texas, visit
www.AGEofCentralTX.org
or call (512) 451-4611.
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Juneteenth in Austin, Texas Residents Revive Neglected
Historical Cemetery

Pageant winners, Corinn Oliver, Nyla Kelly, Ebonie Henderson, and
India Hicks take center stage at the Juneteenth Park Celebration. Photos
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon.

Pictured left to right are Pflugerville residents, Dr. Robinson, Mr.
Robinson, Geralmy Carter, Sheldom,  and David, taking the lead in groom-
ing a neglected Black cemetery in Pflugerville, Texas.

Juneteenth marks the
day in which the Federal
soldiers landed in
Galveston, Texas to inform
African Americans slaves
that they were free from
slavery in 1865 which was
two and a half years after
President Abraham Lin-
coln officially gave the
Emancipation Proclama-
tion on January 1, 1863
declaring that slavery
ended in all of the United
States of America. There-
fore, Juneteenth is the day
of festivity and celebra-
tion of freedom from years
of slavery especially for
Texans. In Austin, Texas,
the Juneteenth event was

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

celebrated at Rosewood
Park in East Austin.

As usual when the
festivities start, there were
various businesses, com-
munity civic leaders and
marching bands which
walked or drove down the
parade route. A line of ve-
hicles and marchers
started at MLK and Comal
who made their way to
Rosewood Park. While on
route, they threw candy
and beads to the parade
attendees. After the pa-
rade, there were vendors
at Rosewood Park.

At this event numer-
ous elected officials, ap-
pointed officials and can-
didates also took part in
the Juneteenth Celebra-
tion. Some of the candi-
dates present included

Tamara Neddles, Brad
Urutaria who have both
won their primaries and
are now awaiting their
“Republican” candidates.
In addition, of these
elected and appointed of-
ficials, the Miss
Juneteenth Queen was
present.

During the
Juneteenth event, the at-
tendees had the opportu-
nity to meet and take pic-
tures with the Juneteenth
pageant winners. In addi-
tion, the Ms. Juneteenth
winners from different
categories spoke about
the importance of
Juneteenth. Moreover,
Little Ms. Juneteenth gave
a recital about an Ashanti
Queen of West Africa
which the public enjoyed.

As we leave Juneteenth, a group of African American Pflugerville residents and
their allies chose to remember their ancestors in a different way. These black
Pflugerville residents and their allies chose to “clean and groom” an African Ameri-
can cemetery in Pflugerville, Texas.

According to the organizers, “The colored cemetery in Pflugerville needed our
collective support to restore dignity to those buried there. As the City of Pflugerville
has not worked diligently to respond or care for the land which no one seems to
know who owns it…this is where we black and brown folks must step up to preserve
the integrity of those slave war heroes, black mothers and fathers who are trying to
rest in peace under a plot which is in disarray. “ Moreover, numerous people an-
swered the “call” to clean up and groom the cemetery.

Furthermore, the event was well attended. The attendees did the “basic” clean-
ing and grooming such as removing bushes and trimming trees. Not only was it an
opportunity to groom the neglected cemetery but, also a teaching moment for those
who attended the event. Also, the organizers hope this event will bring more atten-
tion to the cemetery which may lead to a “historical moment in the history of
Pflugerville.”

Juneteenth in Round Rock, TX
by Tsoke

(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

As Austin commemo-
rated and celebrated
Juneteenth, so did Round
Rock, Texas. In Round
Rock, a group of African
Americans came together
to hold a Juneteenth Cel-
ebration. Unlike Austin,
they didn’t have a parade.
However, there was a
“cook out” of the best bar-
becue.

At the Round Rock
Juneteenth, there were
numerous vendors that
ranged from foods to
book-sales. For instance
one of the vendors was
Darrell Freedmen, the au-
thor of The Superior
Power of Black America
who mentioned that, “This
event allowed me to mar-
ket my book directly to the
community”.

Moreover, the event
was well attended. Accord-
ing to some, they were

expecting at least a crowd
in the thousands.   In ad-
dition to the cook out and

vendors there were activi-
ties for the children and
music for the older crowd.

Darrell Freedmen speaks on the need of more
community investment, during the annual Juneteenth
festival.

2016 ACC Juneteenth
Domino Tournament

2016 ACC Domino Tournament winners from our Juneteenth Celebration at
Eastview Campus. Pictured from left to right: Loretta Edelen, ACC Community
Outreach Director, Tony Barlow, 4th place winner, Jeffrey Harris, 2nd place win-
ner, Ranie Sanders, 1st place winner, Sherri Taylor, and 3rd place winner Carlos
Charles, ACC Domino Tournament Coordinator.



City of Austin Featured Job
Opportunities

Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

The City of Austin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please visit the City of Austin employment
website at www.austincityjobs.org to view

requirements and apply for these and other job
opportunities. We encourage you to check the

employment website often as new job
opportunities are posted daily.

If you have any questions or need assistance,
please call 512-974-3210 or email us at
employment.services@austintexas.gov.

 

EMPLOYMENT | PROPOSALS | PUBLIC INFORMATION
FOR SALE | FOR RENT | BIDS | MISCELLANEOUS

www.theaustinvillager.com                                            CLASSIFIEDS                                            THE VILLAGER/June 24, 2016 ~ Page 5

The City of Austin is currently accepting
applications for the following positions:

Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

New Jobs for the
Week of 06/12/2016

Assistant, Admissions
Highland Business

Center
Job# 1606016

• Chief Equity Officer

• EMS Medic l - Communications

• Heating & Refrigeration Mechanic III

• Emergency Plans Officer

• Librarian I or Librarian II

• Facility Service Coordinator

• Heavy Equipment Operator II

• Registered Nurse Supervisor

• Administrative Assistant

• Cashier (30 Temp/Seasonal Positions)

• Human Resources Advisor

• Accountant Associate

• Paralegal

• Plumber II

Austin Community College
District (ACC) is soliciting
proposals from qualified firms to
provide Employee Assistance
Program (EAP) Services.

Request for Proposal (RFP)
No. 952-16020VJ

All proposals must be submitted to
ACC Purchasing by no later than
Thursday, July 14, 2016 at 2:00
p.m., Central Time. Solicitation
packages are available on the ACC
Purchasing website at http://
w w w. a u s t i n c c . e d u / o f f i c e s /
purchasing/advertised-solicitations
or in the ACC Purchasing Office
with advance notice (512) 223-1044
between the hours of 9am and 4pm
CT, Monday through Friday.
A mandatory Pre-Proposal
meeting is scheduled for June 28,
2016 at 2:00 pm at the ACC
Service Center, Rm 133.
All proposals must be sealed and
returned to the ACC Purchasing
Office, ACC Service Center, 9101
Tuscany Way, Austin, Texas 78754,
by the date and time indicated
above. Electronically transmitted
bids will NOT be accepted unless
otherwise stated in the documents.
The ACC Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any and/
or all responses and waive all
formalities in the solicitation
process.

Austin Community College
District is requesting proposals for
the purpose of selecting qualified
firms for asbestos abatement, mold
remediation and other hazardous
waste materials services, indefinite
delivery-indefinite quantity (IDIQ)
for ACC district wide.

Competitive Sealed Proposals
(CSP) No. 926-16022RW

All proposals must be submitted to
the ACC Purchasing Department by
no later than Thursday July 14, 2016
at 2:00 p.m., Central Time.
The solicitation will be available on
the ACC Purchasing website at
http://www.austincc.edu/purchase/
advertisedbids.php or in the ACC
Purchasing Office with advance
notice (512) 223-1044 between the
hours of 9 PM and 4 PM CT,
Monday through Friday.
A mandatory pre-proposal
meeting is scheduled for June 28,
2016; 9 am; at ACC Highland
Business Center, Room 301.0.
All responses must be sealed and
returned to the ACC Purchasing
Office, ACC Service Center, 9101
Tuscany Way, Austin, Texas 78754,
by the date and time indicated
above. Electronically transmitted
responses will NOT be accepted
unless otherwise stated in the
documents.
The ACC Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any and/
or all responses and waive all
form alities in the solicitation
process.
Note: This advertisement replaces
the incorrect advertisement
published on 6/14/16 for this
project.

First African-American
Woman Takes Command

of U.S. Navy Forces
in Europe, Africa by: AFRO Staff

U.S. Navy Admiral Michelle Howard addresses the crowd after taking
command of Allied Joint Force Command Naples, June 7, 2016.

Howard became the 29th commander of JFC Naples.
(Photo capture from YouTube video)

Campania NA, Italy -
The  first  African-Ameri-
can woman  to  lead  the
U.S. Navy’s  forces  in Eu-
rope and Africa officially
took  command  in  a  cer-
emony on June 7.

Admiral  Michelle
Howard took command of
Allied Joint Force Command
Naples, a key NATO base, as
well  as U.S. Naval  Forces
Europe-Africa, consisting of
the Navy’s assets  in both
Europe and Africa.

As the leader of the
U.S.  Navy’s  presence  in
Europe  and  Africa,
Howard’s duty will be to
“[lead]  full   spectrum

maritime operations in con-
cert with allied,  coalition,
joint, interagency and other
partners to advance U.S. in-
terests while  enhancing
maritime security and sta-
bility in Europe and Africa,”
according to a NATO press
release.

In addition, her role
as  commander  of  Allied
Joint Force Command  in
Naples, Italy places her as
one of two subordinates
to NATO’s Supreme Allied
Commander, and charges
her with support of NATO
operations in that region.

Howard was  previ-
ously  the  Vice  Chief  of

Naval  Operations,  the
second  highest  ranking
commission in the Navy.
According  to  the  Navy
Times, she is the highest-
ranking  woman  in  the
Navy,  was  the  first
woman  to  achieve  the
rank of four-star admiral,
and was the first African-
American  woman  to
command a warship, the
amphibious dock landing
ship USS Rushmore. She
also  oversaw  the
counter-piracy  opera-
tions which  freed  Capt.
Richard Phillips from his
captivity at the hands of
Somali pirates.

Statement by the President on
the Observance of Juneteenth

President Barack Obama speaks at the White
House Summit on the United State of Woman,

Tuesday, June 14, 2016 in Washington.
(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais)

by: Special to the AFRO

Washington, D.C. -
Just outside the Oval
Office hangs a painting
depicting the night of
December 31, 1862. In it,
African-American men,
women, and children
crowd around a single
pocket watch, waiting
for the clock to strike
midnight and the Eman-
cipation Proclamation
to take effect. As the
slaves huddle anxiously
in the dimly lit room, we
can sense how even two
more minutes seems
like an eternity to wait
for one’s freedom. But
the slaves of Galveston,
Texas, had to wait more
than two years after
Lincoln’s decree and
two months after
Appomattox to receive
word that they were free
at last.

Today we com-
memorate the anniver-
sary of that delayed but
welcome news. Decades
of collective action
would follow as equal-
ity and justice for Afri-
can-Americans ad-
vanced slowly, frustrat-

ingly, gradually, on our
nation’s journey toward
a more perfect union.
On this Juneteenth, we
remember that struggle
as we reflect on how far
we’ve come as a coun-
try. The slaves of
Galveston knew their
freedom was only a first
step, just as the bloodied
foot soldiers who
crossed the Edmund
Pettus Bridge 100 years
later knew they had to
keep marching.

Juneteenth is a time
to recommit ourselves
to the work that remains
undone. We remember
that even in the darkest
hours, there is cause to

hope for tomorrow’s
light. Today, no matter
our race, religion, gen-
der, or sexual orienta-
tion, we recommit our-
selves to working to free
modern-day slaves
around the world and to
honoring in our own
time the efforts of those
who fought so hard to
steer our country truer
to our highest ideals.

AUSTIN – Health
and Human Services Ex-
ecutive Commissioner
Charles Smith sent a letter
today to the U.S. Depart-
ment of State concerning
refugee resettlement in
Texas.

The letter informs the
federal government that
Texas will not agree to in-
crease the number of refu-
gees coming into the state,
and the 2017 State Plan for
the Refugee Program has
been written to ensure
Texas only accepts refu-
gees who are fully vetted

and do not present a se-
curity threat.

“Texas continues to
have concerns about the
safety of its citizens and
the integrity of the over-
seas security and back-
ground vetting process of
the federal resettlement
program,” Commis-
sioner Smith wrote in the
letter. “Americans face
an undeniable terrorist
threat that is imported
through new manipula-
tions of our national se-
curity protocols each
day.”

The 2017 State Plan
was developed to reflect
that Texas will only ac-
cept refugees who the
FBI, Department of
Homeland Security and
director of National Intel-
ligence can certify to
Congress do not pose a
security threat to the
state.

Additionally, in re-
sponse to a proposal from
the U.S. Department of
State to have Texas increase
the number of refugees
coming into the state next
year by 25 percent, Com-
missioner Smith notified
the federal government
Texas objects to the pro-
posal and would only ac-
cept the same amount of
refugees who are placed in
Texas during 2016. Any in-
crease, Commissioner
Smith wrote, would pose a
heavy financial burden on
communities in Texas.

The new state plan
will take effect at the begin-
ning of the 2017 federal fis-
cal year, which starts on
Oct. 1, 2016. The
Commissioner’s letter also
informed the State Depart-
ment that Kara Crawford
has been named the new
State Refugee Coordinator
for Texas.

HHSC Submits 2017 State Plan to
Ensure Refugees are Fully Vetted
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Run/Walk; and
lastly, the Annual
Juneteenth Emancipa-
tion Parade and Park cel-
ebration. Small busi-
nesses, a plethora of ven-
dors, local musicians and
performers took the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE LEGION OF JUNE
JUNETEENTH 2016, Austin, TX - Photos by Angela Wyatt | VILLAGER Newspaper

stage in addition to food
and family friendly activi-
ties. This year there was
a tremendous increase in
floats. Participants
ranged from Black Austin
Democrats (BAD); Austin
City Council members;
Austin Community Col-

lege (ACC); Austin En-
ergy; Blue Santa; Child
Inc.; KAZI Radio; local
area churches; central
Texas car club “Hands Full
of Cash”, and many more.

It’s wonderful to see
people of different na-
tionalities becoming

more involved. It is truly
empowering and inspira-
tional.

Thanks and apprecia-
tion to Austin’s excep-
tional Juneteenth commit-
tee, G.E.A.Y.A. (Greater
East Austin Youth Associa-
tion), which consists of

volunteers from busi-
nesses, nonprofits, com-
munity leaders and politi-
cal officials, who put in
time and dedication year
after year to promote, en-
hance and continue the
growth of this significant
festivity. G.E.A.Y.A.’s mis-

sion is to create diversity
and cultural awareness
about African American
history through events,
educational programs and
individual projects as well
as keep our youth excited
about their background
and history of ancestors.
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