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Gregory J. Vincent Named Next President
of Hobart and William Smith Colleges

Gregory J. Vincent

AUSTIN, Texas — Gregory L. Vincent, vice president for diversity and community engagement at
The University of Texas at Austin, has been named the next president of Hobart and William Smith Colleges.

UT Austin President Gregory L. Fenves sent the following message  to the university community about Dr.
Vincent’s departure.

Dear UT Community:
I write to inform you that Dr. Gregory Vincent, vice president for diversity and community engagement, will

be leaving The University of Texas to serve as president of his alma mater, Hobart and William Smith Colleges in
New York state, effective July 16.

Though it is very difficult to see such an accomplished leader depart our university, I know that Dr. Vincent
will flourish in his new role and continue to transform the lives of students — just as he has done for so many
years at UT.

At UT, Dr. Vincent was the first person to serve as vice president for diversity and community engagement.
Over the course of his 11 years as VP, he elevated our university’s commitment to inclusion in many ways, by
implementing substantive programs and initiatives, improving our engagement with communities throughout
the state and serving as a champion for the rights, beliefs and perspectives of all UT students, faculty members
and staff members.

Throughout his tenure, Dr. Vincent developed innovative approaches to recruit and support diverse faculty
members and graduate students. He has strengthened academic support for students of color, students from
economically disadvantaged backgrounds and first-generation college students. And last month, with Dr. Vincent
leading the effort, UT released the University Diversity and Inclusion Action Plan, which serves as a blueprint for
how we can continue to create a more equitable and inclusive experience for students, faculty members and
staff members of all backgrounds.

One of the most powerful memories I have from our time working together was of walking beside Dr.
Vincent on the front steps of the U.S. Supreme Court after the oral arguments in the Fisher v. University of Texas
case in 2015. Dr. Vincent was central to UT’s successful effort to uphold the use of race and ethnicity as part of
our admissions process, and we walked out of the court that day, together, proud that we had made the argu-
ment in support of the educational benefits of diversity. When the court later ruled in our favor, it was a victory
for UT and a victory for students across the nation. Dr. Gregory Vincent helped make it possible.

So, before the semester ends, I encourage you to seek out Dr. Vincent and congratulate him on the tremen-
dous service he provided to our university, and wish him well on the next phase of his impactful career. The
legacy of his leadership will continue to shape our university for many years to come.

Sincerely,
Gregory L. Fenves

RideAustin
Responds to
Passage of
UBER-

Supported
Statewide

Ridesharing
Bill HB 100

AUSTIN, TX - “We
started RideAustin to
bring mobility back after
Uber abruptly chose to
leave Austinites out-of-
work and stranded. While
we respect the State
Legislature’s ability to
overrule Austin voters -
we believe the local Aus-
tin community is the best
to set local Austin rules.
In any scenario - we be-
lieve that RideAustin rep-
resents the local commu-
nity values and will con-
tinue to be embraced by
the local community.”

Andy Tryba
RideAustin CEO

Travis County to Participate in
National Prescription Drug

Take Back Day
AUSTIN, TX – On Saturday, April 29th from

10:00am to 2:00pm, Travis County Constables will
team up with the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion (DEA) to give the public an opportunity to
safely dispose of expired, unused and unwanted
prescription drugs. Residents can simply drop off
their medicines at any of the four Constable of-
fices listed below. This service is free, anonymous
and no questions asked.

 The National Prescription Drug Take-Back
Day provides a safe, convenient, and responsible
means of disposing of prescription drugs, while
also educating the general public about the poten-
tial for abuse of medications. The misuse and im-
proper disposal of expired and unwanted pre-
scription drugs is a growing problem in our coun-
try. It’s a problem that is harming children, teens
and adults, as well as water supply.

See DROP-OFF LOCATIONS, page 3

Dr. Gregory
Vincent is

leaving Austin.
     When the news circulated
that Dr. Gregory Vincent is
leaving Austin, it came as a
shock to many in the
community who knew him.  A
letter was sent out from UT
President Greg Fenves’ office
to break the news.  According
to President Fenves, Vincent
is heading back to New York
where he has been named the
next President of Hobart and
William Smith Colleges.
     Vincent is the first person
to serve as Vice President for
Diversity and Community
Engagement.  He has served
in that capacity for 11 years.
And during that time almost
everyone in the community
learned to know and respect
him. Through his efforts,
minority citizens began to
believe that they did have a
stake in The University of
Texas.  He reached out to all
segments of the community.
     Vincent showed his support
to many of the organizations in
the community and invited
them to come to the campus
and participate. He would also,
make every effort to attend
countless events in the com-
munity.
     The signature event in the
community was the Annual
Christmas Affair that is held
each year at the GW Carver
Museum and Cultural Center in
East Austin.  He took the
opportunity at these events to
recognize outstanding citizens
and organizations.  He also
established a similar event for
the Hispanic community.
     One of the crowning events
this year was the recognition of
the first class of Black students
admitted to the school as
undergraduates in 1956.  Those
students paved the way for
other Blacks to go to the
University of Texas at Austin.
Those students formed their
own organization and have held
reunion events at the University
each year. But, their presence
went mostly unnoticed by the
rest of the university.
    The organization, known as
the Precursors, celebrated its
60th Anniversary in 2016.  And,
for the first time, they were
welcomed as true alumni of
UT and had many activities in
their honor. You can bet that
Greg Vincent had a hand in that
recognition and celebration.
   Dr. Vincent will take over his
new role in July, but before
then, keep your eyes open for
some kind of event that will be
held in his honor. We can only
hope that his replacement will
continue work with the DDCE.
God Speed, Dr. Vincent.

Powerhouse Jacqui
Cross graced the One
World Theatre stage.

See JAZZ
Page 2

Voters predict Rep.
B. O’Rourke will win
U.S. Senate seat.

See TEXAS
Page 6

TSU women's golf
team claimed historic
SWAC Championship.

SEE TIGERS
Page 7
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One World Theatre: A Tribute to Great Jazz Singers
By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER

AUSTIN, TX - The Women in Jazz Association, Inc.
continued its tribute series on April 23, 2017 with ‘Four
Women: A Tribute to Great Singers.’ Pamela Hart,
Jacqui Cross, Akina Adderley and Jacqui Walker per-
formed songs made popular by Nina Simone, Nancy
Wilson, Dinah Washington and Peggy Lee. These per-
formances were in line with the mission of Women in
Jazz to keep jazz vocals alive and strong.

Pamela Hart led the evening with Nancy Wilson
favorites like I Could Write a Book, When Did You Leave
Heaven and Grass Is Greener. Hart commented, “I sing
the songs my mom listened to while washing dishes
and cooking. My mother use to sing these songs around
the house.”

Philadelphia native Jacqui Walker followed with
hits from Dinah Washington such as The Man I Love,
Ain’t Nobody’s Business, If I Do and Fever. Walker looked
especially chic in a high/low off the shoulder black dress
with heels.

Akina Adderley then took the stage with an unex-
pected surprise. To the audience’s delight, Adderley an-
nounced a surprise guest. Her dad, legendary keyboard
artist Nat Adderley Jr. of New York City, would her ac-
company her as she sang! Mr. Adderley spent most of
his career as music director for Luther Vandross Tours
and contributed as a co-songwriter on most of
Vandross’s albums.

Akina Adderley paid tribute to the great Nina
Simone by singing Plain Gold Ring, Tell Me More and
More and Then Some. In a thoughtful moment Adderley
made a reflection, “When I told my dad I was going to
sing Jazz, I knew Billie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald and Sa-
rah Vaughn. He said you need to go study Dinah Wash-
ington and I did.”  Next, she went on to sing
Washington’s Cry Me A River and Feeling Good. What
an honor to deliver such a powerful performance while
accompanied by her dad, a legend in his own right.

Finally, Spectrum Theatre powerhouse Jacqui Cross
came out in a stunning vintage period appropriate gown
and wig, bellowing out the music of Dinah Washing-
ton. Her trained theatrical voice charmed the audience
with pieces like All of Me, Our Love is Here To Stay and
What A Difference a Day Makes.

A great evening was had by all at Austin’s Jazz
Central… Better known as One World Theatre.

Please visit http://www.oneworldtheatre.org/
to see upcoming performances.

Akina Adderley photo by Naomi Richard

Akina
Adderley

Jacqui Cross photo by Naomi Richard

Jacqui
Cross



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org Rev. Darron E. Patterson

              Pastor

PRESCRIPTION
DRUG DROP-OFF

LOCATIONS
Danny Thomas,

Constable Pct. One
4717 Heflin Ln, Ste 127

Austin, TX 78721
(512)854-7510

Adan Ballesteros,
Constable Pct. Two

10409 Burnet Rd., Ste
150 Austin, TX 78758

(512) 854-9697

Stacy Suits,
Constable Pct. Three

8656 Hwy 71 W. Ste. 132
Austin, Texas 78735

512-854-7245

Carlos Lopez,
Constable Pct. Five
1003 Guadalupe St
Austin, TX 78701

(512) 854-9100

The Drug Take
Back initiative ad-
dresses a vital public
safety and public health
issue. Medicines that
languish in home cabi-
nets are highly suscep-
tible to diversion, mis-
use, and abuse. Rates of
prescription drug abuse
in the U.S. are alarm-
ingly high, as are the
number of accidental
poisonings and over-
doses. Studies show that
a majority of abused
prescription drugs are
obtained from family
and friends, including
from the home medicine
cabinet. In addition,
Americans are now ad-
vised that their usual
methods for disposing
of unused medicines—
flushing them down the
toilet or throwing them
in the trash—both pose
potential safety and
health hazards, to in-
clude harming drinking
water.

The DEA’s Acting
Administrator, Chuck
Rosenberg stated, “pre-
scription drug abuse is
a huge problem and this
is a great opportunity
for folks around the
country to help reduce
the threat. Please clean
out your medicine cabi-
net and make your
home safe from drug
theft and abuse.”

It’s National
TAKE BACK

DAY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A Day Where Families Can
Learn & Play Together

FOOD - FUN - RESOURCES
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc
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The First

Kevin P. Roberts, my
uncle, was born in Austin,
TX at Bergstrom Air Force
Base. At a young age he
knew that he wanted to
become a pilot. When he
was little he liked playing
instruments l ike the
saxophone, the flute and
piano. After he gradu-
ated high school, he at-
tended Texas A&M Uni-
versity on a scholarship

and graduated with a
bachelor ’s degree in
Business Administration.
In April 1988, he was cho-
sen for the Infantry Band
drum major, becoming the
first and only African-
American drum major in
the history of the Fightin’
Texas Aggie Band.

After graduating he
was working for a com-
pany training to become a
pilot. On April 5, 1999 he
was hired to become a
commercial airline pilot.
However, on April 27, 1999
Kevin Phillip Roberts, 32,
died in the crash of a
cargo plane he was flying
to Oklahoma City. In my
family history, it shows
that he was the first child,
the first black drum major,
the first pilot and my first
uncle.

Kevin Parish
Park Crest M.S.

Financial Literacy Month

April is National Fi-
nancial Literacy Month.
Credit unions and banks
remind us of the impor-
tance of financial literacy.
They have age-appropri-
ate websites where people
can learn about finance
topics like the importance

Ava Roberts
Spring Hill Elementary

of saving, spending
wisely, being a smart con-
sumer, good and bad debt,
entrepreneurship, and set-
ting financial goals! They
inspire us to learn about
money management
through brochures,
internet information, and
by talking to personal
bankers.

I am excited to say
that I am aware of my fi-
nancial future! Every year
I go to finance camps, run
a girl scout cookie busi-
ness, compete in youth
savings contests, and
keep track of my money.  I
set financial goals and
track them.  I hope that
you are in control of your
finances too.

Poetry Slam Project

Manor New Tech
High School Seniors in
Economics and English IV
are participating in an in-
tegrated Poetry slam
project. Students who are
in Economics are cur-
rently reading various
poems from different au-
thors and learning about
the different skil ls
needed to properly write
poetry. After analyzing
the poems each student
reads they are required to
write a poem in the same

style as the author about
current events whether it
be at home or around the
world. Many question
how this relates to eco-
nomics if this is not
about money.

Economics is the
study of decisions made
and the sacrifices that
come with those deci-
sions. The poems are
about decisions made by
an individual or commu-
nity that not only affect
the individual but the
people around them and
the student must think
about how their poetry
affects others. In English
IV Students are reading
Hamlet, re-writing Ham-
let, and writing poetry
about anything the think
of. At the end of the
project each student will
be gathered together to
perform their one or two
of their original poems
and share their thoughts
with their classmates.

Kayla Winn
Manor New Technology

2017 NBA Draft

The National Basket-
ball Association (NBA)
holds a draft every year for
incoming college players
to be selected by NBA
teams. Some of the
league’s greatest players
like LeBron James and
Michael Jordan have come
out of the NBA draft as
early selections while oth-
ers have been late round
surprises such as
Draymond Green and
Isaiah Thomas. There have
been some drafts in which
multiple selections be-
came superstars in the
NBA. However, other
drafts have had disap-
pointing results from the
selected players. The up-
coming 2017 NBA Draft is
anticipated to be one of
the best drafts in league
history due to the number
of talented players that
are available.

The 2017 NBA Draft
has exceptionally talented
players who dominated on
their college teams. Uni-
versity of Washington’s
Markelle Fultz is expected

Ira “T.J.” Williams
Cedar Ridge H. S.

to be the number one pick
in the 2017 draft due to his
athleticism, offensive
skills, and defensive
mindset. However, other
top prospects such as
Lonzo Ball from UCLA and
Josh Jackson from Kansas
may also be picked at the
number one spot based on
their performances in the
past college basketball
season.

Teams in the NBA
select players who they
believe can contribute to
the organization in a
positive way. Players like
Michael Jordan and Kobe
Bryant had an immediate
impact on their teams.
The 2017 NBA Draft will
feature talented players
who many NBA teams will
try and build their teams
around. Some players will
thrive in the league while
others struggle for numer-
ous seasons. Teams that
have had many top draft
picks but still can’t seem
to make the playoffs are
the Philadelphia 76ers and
the Minnesota
Timberwolves.

The 2017 NBA Draft
will be held on June 22,
2017 in Brooklyn, New
York. This draft could have
the most players to have
successful careers in NBA
history, even compared to
the 1984 draft with
Michael Jordan and
Hakeem Olajuwon and the
2003 draft with Lebron
James and Dwyane Wade.
However, this could also
be the draft with players
who don’t live up to expec-
tations.

Earth Day

Earth Day was Satur-
day, April 22nd.  Earth day
is an annual event, a time
when people raise the is-
sue about pollution, hu-
man behavior, polluting
factories and power
plants, raw sewage, toxic
dumps, pesticides, free-

Sarah Robertson
Athlos Leadership Acad.

ways, the loss of wilder-
ness, and the extinction of
wildlife.

Earth day is a time
when we can raise public
awareness and everyone
can come together to talk
about the world we live in.
Earth Day was first cel-
ebrated in 1970 because
in 1969 a massive oil spill
in Santa Barbara, Califor-
nia.  This tragic event in-
spired individuals to orga-
nize a national "teach-in"
that focused on educating
the public about the envi-
ronment.  I hope that
people can appreciate our
planet earth and make
some behavioral sacrifices
to ensure a healthy planet
for future generations.

Applied Materials

Damon Luckett II
Hays High School

Today, I went to a STEM
boot camp at Applied Ma-
terials. At this 1-day camp,
I went to 5 different stations
where the instructors had a
lesson plan. They provided
breakfast and lunch. They
also had a raffle ticket draw-
ing where people had a
chance to win various
prizes. I didn't win anything
but I gained knowledge.

The first stations was
called the blueberry syrup
station. He pretty much
told us how his father
wasn't a great cooker but
he was very creative. He
went in the kitchen and
just put things together
until he made something
good. While he watched
his father cook, he learned
how to make blueberry
syrup. In his station, we
were asked how we were
going to make a car better
. Our group leader was a
woman who came out of
Montgomery, Alabama
and graduated first in her
class and obtained various
degrees. The group and I
discussed and presented
the idea of a car than ran
off of energy to where
there was no gas needed
for it to run.

In the second station,
we helped code a game.
The objective of the game
was to shoot the rocks
with the plane. He taught
us different ways to
change the controls in the
game. In our language, we
end our sentences with a

period. He taught us that
in coding language, you
end a command with a
semi-colon.

The third station was
a mechanical engineering
station. We built a 3D ob-
ject and had help to make
it. She taught us that in the
app, we couldn't rotate it
unless it was a sphere. I
liked it because you could
create anything you drew
and make it into an object
that was beneficial. It was
pretty cool because that
was my first time virtually
sculpting a 3D figure.

The fourth station
was called Think and
Zoom. When I got in the
station I thought to my-
self, "why is this called
Think and Zoom?". The
leader of the station was
legally blind. He invented
a prototype where you'd
put on a headset and it
uses your brain concentra-
tion to help you see some-
thing on your phone. It was
one of the most amazing
things I've ever seen.

Lastly, the 5th station
was Austin Energy. The
lady talked to us about
how lightning works and
electron clouds. She gave
us her background on how
she came out of a small
city in Texas where she
graduated with 30 people
in her class and went to
college. We also got to
experiment with generator
that had electricity flowing
through it. Her station was
the most fun.

At the camp, I met
and learned with a lot of
new people. It was a great
experience and I learned a
lot from participating in
this event. Applied Mate-
rials will have this event
next year. This is a great
opportunity to get out and
learn from new engineers.
This camp is an open-door
opportunity to expand your
mind.

Last Six Weeks

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

The last six weeks
may be very exciting stu-
dents and maybe adults.
For me, it is the most
stressful time of the year.
It is the most stressful be-
cause grades are crashing
down on you constantly
pushing you to raise them,
project deadlines become
shorter and shorter, more
homework is assigned,
and the STAAR test is re-
petitively brought up. The
last six weeks is the hard-

est for me and the most
stressful. It is challenging
for me to focus on class
work and homework doing
this time because I get so
worried and stressed
about other things that I
have to pull myself back
into reality. My friends ask
me why I am so quite in
class at this time. I'll give
them a reason that is re-
ally dumb but I'll still beat
myself up for it. Through-
out this last six weeks I dis-
covered that there are
many other people be-
sides me that struggle as
well at this time including
teachers. I also learned
that I have great friends
that will help me through-
out the process and will
help me push on. Most im-
portantly, I learned some-
thing that I will never for-
get. You can't give up on
yourself and count on
someone to always pick
you up. No matter how re-
liable they are, sometimes
you have to believe and
count on yourself.
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French Honor Society

The Cedar Ridge
chapter of the National
French Honor Society
(FHS), or La Société
Honoraire de Français, had
their induction ceremony
on Monday, April 17 at
6:30. The ceremony, held
at Cedar Ridge High School
(CRHS), was shared with
the National German
Honor Society. The induc-
tion ceremony began with
our principle, Mrs. Lynette
Thomas, giving a speech
about the importance of
learning foreign languages
and sharing a story about
her time living in Germany.
Our officers and sponsor,
Ms. Catherine Cledelin,
then told a brief history of

Cyrena Matingou
Cedar Ridge H. S.

the honor society, then we
received candles and lined
up at the front of the
room. We repeated an
oath in French and English
and took our seats. After
the German portion of the
ceremony, we enjoyed re-
freshments provided by
our club and mingled.

 Our FHS club started
in March and the induc-
tion ceremony was our
first event. To be a mem-
ber, you must have com-
pleted four semesters of
French and maintained an
average higher than 90%.
Candidates must also have
an average of 80% or
higher in all their other
classes. This is my first year
in the club and I am ex-
cited to further my knowl-
edge of French culture
outside of my class. Our
club plans to do various
service projects and
French related activities
throughout next school
year. I am currently in my
third year of French and
I have loved learning
about the culture and
language of other
francophone, countries
with French as their offi-
cial language, countries.
J’adore ça!

I Made the Dance Team

Finally, after a lot of
hard work I MADE THE
DANCE TEAM!! Last week
I had to go through a week
of after school practices.
After practicing all week,
on Friday of that we had
to show the three judges
some of the dance moves
we could do as well as a
short routine that we prac-
ticed all week. The routine
we learned and performed
for the judges was from
the song, “How far I’ll go”
from the movie “Moana”.

The week following

Malakhi Washington
Covington Academy

tryouts everyone waited in
expectation wondering if
they made the dance
team. We were told the
week of the tryouts that
they were going to post
the names of the students
that made the team on the
door of the dance class.  I
went to see what names
were posted on Monday
after school, and to my
surprise my name was on
the list. I was so happy and
proud of myself because
when the school year
started I told myself that I
wanted to be on the dance
team and that I would do
whatever I had to do to
make the team. I practiced
daily leading up to tryouts
and even took extra dance
classes at a dance studio
close to my house. I think
that by me making the
dance team, it just showed
me that I can do anything
I put my mind to.  I look
forward to being on the
dance team next year.

Growth vs. Fixed Mindset

The type of mindset
you have may make or
break your entire life. If
you have a growth
mindset then you would

be able to adapt and en-
joy life more than some-
one with a fixed mindset.
A fixed mindset is saying
you can only do so much
and limiting yourself. I
have trouble with writing
fictional stories the most,
but I think I have a growth
mindset because I have
started writing more so I
can improve.If you have a
fixed mindset you may not
be able to accomplish as
many things because you
don’t believe you can.
That's why having a
growth mindset is impor-
tant so that you can see
thing differently!

Kennedy George
Pflugerville Cele M. S.

Book Fair

Joshua Moore
KIPP Austin Academy

   On April 20, 2017
my class went to a book
fair.  At the book fair you
could buy things like mark-
ers and books.  At this
book fair there were many
different types of books.

     My favorite book
is Diary of a Wimpy Kid.
That day, I received two
Diary of a Wimpy Kid
books.  One of the books
is called Hard Luck and the
other one is called Double
Down.

 FRC World Championships

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

FIRST Robotics sched-
uled two world champion-
ships in 2017, the first one
in Houston and the second
one in St. Louis. The Hous-
ton competition was held
from April 19th to April
22nd, and the St. Louis
competition will be held
the weekend after that.
Because there are two
championships this year
instead of just one like all
previous years, Europe,
half of Canada, and most
of Asia were assigned to
travel to St. Louis. How-
ever, there were still
teams from all over, in-
cluding, Turkey, Israel,
Chile, Nigeria, the Baha-
mas, and many more. It is
an amazing opportunity to

talk to teams from all over
the globe and eat the food
they hand out. My robot-
ics group,

FIRST Robotics Team
2881, the Lady Cans, was
invited to compete in
Houston because we won
Chairman’s, a prestigious
award given out to a team
who embodies the mes-
sage of FIRST and is a role
model to other teams, at
a regional competition. It
was the second year in a
row that we got invited to
the world championships,
having been invited the
previous year because we
won the Engineering Inspi-
ration award twice at two
separate regionals. During
the competition, I was
able to attend many infor-
mative conferences, col-
lect a lot of souvenirs
given out by other teams,
and volunteer as a student
ambassador. My favorite
part of the experience was
when a woman stopped
me and a fellow teammate
and asked about our team.
We told her how we
spread science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and
math to young girls in Cen-
tral Texas. She said we
were so inspiring to her,
and that made my week.

It’s a lot of fun talking
to grandparents about the
past. Last week was the
30th anniversary of the
Kealing  Magnet School.
Kealing was the Austin Af-
rican-American Junior
high school. After it was
closed down and then
burned down, a new
building was erected on
the site.

My aunts and uncles
went to the magnet school
when Mrs. Cash was the
principal. When my grand-
parents get to talking
about the original Junior

Grandparents
high school certain thing
always came up.  They al-
ways talk about a teacher
name Mrs. Martin. She
owned a drive in restau-
rant. They said you could
park your car and order
food.  Mrs. Martin would
discipline you by making
you lay across her lap.
Then you received a few
licks from her famous
paddle board.

The other teacher
was Ms. Conley. She is said
to have this thing about
germs. She used plenty of
alcohol to wipe down ev-
erything. At Old Kealing
the paddle was the means
to keep kids in line. I was
told it was never done to
inflict much pain. It was
meant to remind you
might have to pay for your
bad actions.  They never
wanted you to quit school.

They had knicknames
for many of the teachers.
They told me everyone
had a teacher they hated
and loved.  One thing they
all agreed on was that it
was like a large family.

Tyler  Allen
Barbara Jordan Elem.

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

Mars

Hello, do you know
anything about the planet
Mars? Mars is the fourth
planet from the sun and
the second-smallest
planet in the solar system
after Mercury. In 1659,
Christain Huydens  a dutch
astronomer drew Mars

with the observations he
made using a telescope he
designed himself.

He also discovered a
strange feature on the
planet called the "Syris
Major". On November
28,1964 the "Mariner 4"
was launched successfully
on a weight month voyage
to the red planet. Mars is
found at the front of the
astroid belt separating the
inner and outer planets.

Lastly,  Mars can eas-
ily be seen from the earth
with the naked eye with its
reddish coloring. its mag-
nitude reaches 2.91 which
is only surpassed by Jupi-
ter, Venus the Moon and
the Sun. Thank you for
reading.

Jalen Moore
KIPP Austin Collegiate

Summer Programs (Update)

A couple of articles
ago, I mentioned that I had
applied to the programs
QuestBridge and LEDA,
and was anticipating a re-
sponse by late April... That
time has now come, and I
have received notice from
both programs.

Of over 12,000 appli-
cants, only 3,736 students
were accepted to the
QuestBridge College Prep
Scholars Program, and of
over the few thousand
LEDA applicants, only 100
were accepted into the
program. I was fortunate
enough to be among both
of those accepted stu-
dents! Unfortunately,
however, I am not able to
participate in both pro-
grams, so I am forced to
make a decision between
the two.

I'm grateful for both
opportunities, and while it
poses a challenging deci-
sion, I ultimately believe
that I will attain my goals
through either program.

STATE WIDE
TRUANCY AND

DROPOUT
PREVENTION

CONFERENCE IN
AUSTIN

Travis County JP Pct. 1 Co-Hosts TATDP
2017 Spring Conference at Region 13 ESC

The Texas Association for Truancy and Drop-

out Prevention (TATDP) Spring Conference will be
held May 4-5, 2017 at the Region 13 Education
Service Center located at 5701 Springdale Road.

Judge Yvonne M. Williams, Justice of the
Peace at Precinct 1 says,” We are excited to co-
host this conference, as I and other members of
the Travis County Uniform Truancy Policy Task
Force prepare our recommendations to reduce tru-
ancy in our community.” The New Family Code
Chapter 65 and Section 10 of House Bill 2398 from
the 84th Regular Legislative Session, was imple-
mented in September of 2015 and required the
appointment of above Task Force. This is also the
legislation that decriminalized truancy.

Decriminalization was received with mixed
emotions and widespread confusion in many sec-
tors.

Implementation of the legislation was and con-
tinues to be cumbersome and some counties have
just given up. The attendees at this conference rep-
resenting over 100 school districts and youth serv-

ing entities will be given the opportunity to provide,
from their personal experience, and observations,
recommendations for changing policies and improv-
ing the methods we use to address chronic absen-
teeism.

“Education has long been seen as the means
to prosperity, but that only happens if students at-
tend school regularly” This quote from a 2015 na-
tional campaign to promote attendance awareness
is shown to be even more important today, based
on data being collected by the

E3 Alliance. This data will be presented at the
conference along with many other relevant and
thought provoking sessions: Restorative Practices,
Trauma Informed, Effective Parent/Child and
School Engagement, Mental and Behavioral Health
Services, Learning Support Services.

An interactive session between members from
Travis County’s Uniform Truancy Policy Task Force
and the astute group of practitioners in attendance;
could produce the definitive dialog and sound rec-
ommendations our governor and legislators require
to make the changes necessary to reverse this
negative trend.
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African
Diaspora

Association
Hosts

“African and
Caribbean

Day”

On April 23, 2017, the
African and Caribbean Day
event was held in Central
Texas. Moreover, this
event was meant to bring
to communities together
in order to showcase both
cultures and identities.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Some of the organizers of
this event were Henry

Ansah, Sam Osemene,
Robyn Waunita Wright

and Andrew Blair. Accord-
ing to Sam Osemene, “This

event was just the begin-
ning and it is meant to con-
tinue.”

Not only was it a cul-
tural day but, also an op-
portunity to give musi-
cians and artists in these
communities an opportu-
nity to showcase their tal-
ent. In other words, it also
served as a talent show.
There were numerous art-
ists present including
Ramsey Fils. Moreover,
Ramsey Fils is an up and
coming Congolese Ameri-
can artist who calls Central
Texas his home. Ramsey
Fils who is an RB and rap
artist also performed at
the event. Finally, this
event cause everyone to
appreciate the African and

Caribbean communities in
Central Texas.

Over the years. there
has been a growing Afri-
can community in Central
Texas. Moreover. the Afri-
can Diaspora are moving
to Central Texas due to
good job opportunity;
educational opportunities;
and good quality of life. As
the tech industry grows in
Central Texas, it has pro-
vided numerous job op-
portunity that pays a good
wage. In addition, univer-
sities like the University of
Texas at Austin; Austin
Community College and
Huston Tillotson univer-
sity are magnets that has
attracted African to Cen-
tral Texas.

Pictured left to right: Henry, Robyn, Sam, and Andrew Blair.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Congressman Beto O’Rourke Returns to Texas

Friday, April 21, 2017,
Congressman Beto
O’Rourke made a cam-
paign stop to Williamson
County. In Williamson
County, he was greeted by
the leadership of the
Williamson County Demo-
cratic Party and also by the
elected Democratic Party
officials in Williamson
County. In addition, Con-
gressman Beto O’Rourke
was greeted by Andy
Brown, the former Chair of
the Travis County Demo-
cratic Party. Not only was
he greeted by the leaders
in the party, but also by a
crowd. According to the
organizers, over 400

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

people came to Congress-
man O’Rourke’s campaign
stop.

During this campaign
stop, he “fired” up the
base. Congressman
O’Rourke discussed the
current state of affairs un-
der the Trump administra-
tion which seeks to undo
all the gains from the past
administration. In addi-
tion, he mentioned some
of the reasons why he is
running for office. For in-
stance, he is running for
office because of some of
these issues such as term
limits, ending gerryman-
dering, bringing back ac-
countability and also end-
ing dark money into poli-
tics. According to Con-
gressman O’Rourke, ac-
countability is based on

the fact that “Leaders
should be active in their
communities and account-
able to their constituents.”

According to certain
polls, Congressman
O’Rourke is tied with Ted
Cruz in the US Senate
match up. According to
some political experts,
Trump’s negative poll
numbers will also drag
down Ted Cruz. Conse-
quently, Ted Cruz fate is
directly tied to the failures
of the Trump Administra-
tion. Furthermore, other
political experts have
mentioned that the pos-
sible matchup between
Congressman O’Rourke
and Senator Cruz might be
a “toss up,” which means
Congressman O’Rourke
has a chance to win.

Pictured left to right: Andy Brown and Congressman Beto O’Rourke.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

“Celebrate Me Togo”

Saturday April 22, 2017, the Carver Museum in connection with the Togolese
American Association of Central Texas held the “Celebrate Me Togo”. Moreover, the
“Celebrate Me Togo” was a celebration of the Togolese Independence. Not only did
the Carver Museum host the event but, also helped the TAACT with the planning of
the various activities. According to the organizers, “The event exceeded their ex-
pectation of attendees and activities.”

Pictured left to right: Mr. Dossa, Kem Green, Fallys, Festus.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

 NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Myrlene Ann Diekhoff, Deceased, were issued on April 13, 2017, in Cause
No. 17-0229-CP4, pending in the County Court at Law No. FOUR,
WILLIAMSON County, Texas, to: Gary James Diekhoff.
All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them to the undersigned within the time
and in the manner prescribed by law.
 c/o: Kara Jones
Attorney at Law
13785 Research Blvd., Suite 125
Austin, Texas 78750

DATED the 19th day of April, 2017.

Kara Jones
Attorney for Gary James Diekhoff

State Bar No.: 24064924
13785 Research Blvd., Suite 125

Austin, Texas 78750
Telephone: (512) 238-3012
Facsimile: (512) 852-6745

E-mail: kara@borchersjoneslaw.com

 NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration for the Estate
of John Tyrrell Hinson III, Deceased, were issued on April 13, 2017, in
Cause No. 16-0735-CP4, pending in the County Court at Law No. FOUR,
Williamson County, Texas, to: Tracy Hinson.
All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by law.
c/o: Kara Jones
Attorney at Law
13785 Research Blvd., Suite 125
Austin, Texas 78750

DATED the 19th day of April, 2017.
Kara Jones

Attorney for Tracy Hinson
State Bar No.: 24064924

13785 Research Blvd., Suite 125
Austin, Texas 78750

Telephone: (512) 238-3012
Facsimile: (512) 852-6745

E-mail: kara@borchersjoneslaw.com

New Jobs for the
Week of 04/23/2017

Assistant, Senior Administrative
Round Rock Campus

Job# 1704036
Department Chair, Earth and

Environmental Sciences
Northridge Campus

Job# 174029
Clerk, Duplication/Mailroom

Rio Grande Campus
Job# 1704024

Manager, Purchasing
Service Center
Job# 1704023

Supervisor, College Prep
Program-Part-Time (75%)

Location is as assigned
Job# 1704020

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
DPR Construction will receive subcontractor propos-
als for the finish-out of approximately 48,000 SF of of-
fice space at levels 17 and 18 of the UT System Admin-
istration Replacement Office Building at 210 West 7th
Street, Austin, Texas 78701.  Proposals will be accepted
on or before May 1, 2017 at 2:00 PM CST for the fol-
lowing trades: cranes, scaffolding, traffic barricades and
signage, final cleaning, demolition, structural cast-in-
place concrete, miscellaneous steel, handrails and rail-
ings, ornamental metal, millwork, roofing, firestopping,
caulking and sealants, doors / frames / hardware, fold-
ing fire doors, glass and glazing, polished plaster, fram-
ing and drywall, tile, acoustical ceilings, wood floor-
ing, carpet and resilient flooring, acoustical wall and
ceiling systems, painting and wallcovering,
markerboards, signage, fire extinguishers and cabinets,
demountable partitions, window treatments, fire protec-
tion, plumbing, HVAC, electrical, communications, fire
alarm, security system, audio visual system, sound mask-
ing.
For additional information, or to obtain project docu-
ments, please contact Lori Gildart at lorig@dpr.com or
512-345-7699.
Subcontractors are encouraged to attend the pre-sub-
mittal conference on Wednesday, April 19, 2017 at 4:00
PM at 210 West 7th Street, Gate #1 (Corner of 7th Street
and Lavaca.  Work boots, reflective vest, hard hat, and
safety glasses are required.)
DPR Construction is an EEO Employer and all HUB
and M/WBE Subcontractors and Material Vendors are
strongly encouraged to submit proposals for this project.

Austin Community College
District is soliciting bids to provide
Merchandise, Apparel and Other
Promotional Items.

Request for Proposals
(RFP) No. 200-17012RW

All proposals must be submitted to
ACC Purchasing by no later than
May 25, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.,CDT.
RFP packages are available on the
ACC Purchasing website at http://
www. austincc.edu/offices/purch-
asing/advertised-solicitations or in
the ACC Purchasing Office, with
advance notice (512)223-1044,
between the hours of 9am and 4pm
CDT, Monday through Friday.
All proposals must be sealed and
returned to the ACC Purchasing
Office, ACC Service Center, 9101
Tuscany Way, Austin, Texas 78754,
by the date and time indicated
above. Electronically transmitted
proposals will NOT be accepted
unless otherwise stated in the
documents

Sylvia Moy, Motown
Songwriter and Producer,

Dies at Age 78

In this June 15, 2006, file photo, songwriter
Sylvia Moy arrives for the 2006 Songwriters Hall
of Fame induction ceremony in New York. (AP
Photo/Stephen Chernin, File)

DETROIT (AP) —
Motown songwriter Sylvia
Moy, the storied recording
studio’s first female pro-
ducer who penned or col-
laborated on several hits,
including Stevie Wonder’s
“My Cherie Amour” and
Marvin Gaye’s “It Takes
Two,” has died in suburban
Detroit. She was 78.

Moy died Saturday at
a hospital in Dearborn
from complications from
pneumonia, her brother,
Melvin Moy, told The As-
sociated Press on Thurs-
day.

Sylvia Moy started
her career as a singer, but
she knew she had the abil-
ity to write songs and pro-
duce at the hit-making
Detroit recording studio —
something her brother
said was atypical at the
time.

“We’re talking about
the 1960s,” he said. “Rac-
ism and sexism — that was
what was going on in the
’60s, and certain disci-
plines relative to the mu-
sic business were taboo
for women.”

Motown founder
Berry Gordy gave Moy her
first shot, but with a catch:
She had to come up with
something for a young
Stevie Wonder.

“He was in puberty
and his voice had
changed,” Melvin Moy
said. “Other producers

couldn’t find something
that fit.”

But Sylvia Moy found
something. She and Won-
der worked on different
chord progressions until
they found a vibe they
both thought could be de-
veloped.

“Then she worked on
the lyrics and the melo-
dies, and bam! It was a
hit,” her brother said.

That hit was “Uptight
(Everything’s Alright),”
which peaked at No. 3 on
the Billboard Hot 100
chart in 1966, after its re-
lease in late 1965.

Inducted into the
Songwriters Hall of Fame
in 2006, Moy was

Motown’s first female pro-
ducer and “pioneered
some really, really unique
things for women,” said
Motown arranger and
musician Paul Riser.

Riser said she was a
great song and lyric writer,
a classical vocalist, sang
opera and taught other
vocalists. She later moved
from songwriting into pro-
ducing and arranging, and
eventually opened her
own recording studio in
Detroit.

In addition to her
brother, Sylvia Moy is sur-
vived by another brother
and five sisters. Her fu-
neral will be held this
weekend in Detroit.

by: Corey Williams|Associated Press

Sylvia
Moy

Texas Southern Lady Tigers Golf wins
first SWAC Title in school history

Lady Tigers are 2017 SWAC Women’s Golf Champions
ALEXANDRIA, La. –

The Texas Southern
women's golf team
claimed their first SWAC
Women's Golf Champion-
ship in program history by
shooting a 307-329-636 to
wrap up play on Tuesday
at the Links on the Bayou
in Alexandria, La.

The Lady Tigers broke
up a four-year title run by
Alabama State, who had
also taken the SWAC
Women's Golf Champion-
ship in five of the previous
six seasons.

Jackson State fin-
ished as runners up with a
349-338-687 followed by
Prairie View A&M in third
place (369-351-720) and
Alcorn State in fourth
(378-370-748).

Texas Southern's Am-
ber Kuykendall shot even-
under-par 71-73-144 to
pace the Lady Tigers.

TSU teammate Jalyn
Joseph was awarded the
SWAC Women's Golf
Freshman of the Year
award after firing a 75-
84-159.

Amber Kuykendall
and Joseph were each
named to the All-Confer-
ence First Team.

Texas Southern
head coach Hank Stewart
was named the SWAC
Women's Golf Coach of
the Year after guiding the
Lady T igers to their

championship.
By claiming the 2017

SWAC Title the Lady Tigers
have qualified for the NCAA
Championships as they will
compete May 8-10 in the
Regionals held in Lubbock,
Texas.

The 2017 SWAC
Women’s Golf All-Confer-
ence Team included First
Teamers Amber Kuykendall
and Jalyn Joseph with Sec-
ond Teamers Destani
Burbank and Hillary Wash-
ington.
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‘Showtime at the
Apollo’ to be

Weekly Fox Series
Next Season

by: The Associated Peess

NEW YORK (AP) —
The Fox network says it
has picked up “Showtime
at the Apollo” as a one-
hour weekly series set to
debut next season. The
show will feature as its
host Steve Harvey, who
presided over two
“Apollo” specials earlier
this season.

Performers on those
specials included John Leg-
end, Ja Rule, Doug E. Fresh,

Chaka Khan and Flo Rida.
Along with more

guest stars, the upcoming
series will feature ele-
ments from the Apollo’s
legendary Amateur Night,
the live talent competition
now in its 82nd year.

The Apollo Theater
launched the careers of
legendary artists including
James Brown, Stevie Won-
der, Lauryn Hill and The
Jackson Five.

In this April 26, 2015 file photo, Steve Harvey
presents an award at the 42nd annual Daytime
Emmy Awards in Burbank, Calif. (Photo by Chris
Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)

Florida Republican Senator Artiles,
Who Used Racial Slur, Resigns

by: Brendan Farrington|Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(AP) —  A Florida state
senator who used a racial
slur and vulgar language in
a conversation with two
African-American col-
leagues resigned Friday,
saying the incident is caus-
ing a distraction to the leg-
islative process.

Republican Sen.
Frank Artiles submitted a
resignation letter to Re-
publican Senate President
Joe Negron and issued a
separate statement.”I
clearly made comments
that were hurtful, unac-
ceptable and inappropri-
ate. The American people
and Floridians want their
leaders to be accountable
and responsible, and by
resigning my elected office
I believe I am demonstrat-
ing those qualities they
desire and deserve,”
Artiles said in the state-
ment released by a publi-
cist.

Negron said the res-
ignation was the right
thing to do, and he
dropped an investigation
into the incident.

“All of us are account-
able for our actions and
our comments, so I think
it’s an appropriate resigna-
tion,” Negron said.

The Florida Legisla-
tive Black Caucus filed a
complaint about the inci-
dent on Wednesday and

asked that Artiles be re-
moved from office.

The matter began
Monday night during a pri-
vate conversation with
Sens. Audrey Gibson and
Perry Thurston at the Gov-
ernors Club, a members-
only establishment near
the Capitol. Artiles used
vulgarities in talking with
Gibson, including one par-
ticularly offensive to
women. Sen. Perry
Thurston intervened and
Artiles, a Cuban-American
from the Miami area, used
a variation of the “n-word”
and used a vulgarity to de-
scribe Negron, according
to the complaint filed
Wednesday by Thurston.

Artiles, a Cuban-
American from the Miami

area, apologized for the
comments on the Senate
floor on Wednesday, but
Democrats said that
wasn’t enough.

Democratic Senate
Leader Oscar Braynon,
who is African-American,
issued a statement saying
Artiles did the right thing
by resigning.

“I take no pleasure in
these unfortunate events.
But I urge that we learn
from them,” Braynon said.
“In our communities, our
state, and our country,
there should be a message
of hope, of tolerance, of
unity. We cannot afford
the high cost words of di-
visiveness and cruelty
leave in their wake.”

Artiles won his seat in

November in a district
that’s politically competi-
tive. He previously served
in the state House from
2010 to 2016. His resigna-
tion now gives Democrats
a chance to gain a seat in
the chamber, though Re-
publicans still have a 24-15
majority even with his res-
ignation.

“While I take full re-
sponsibility for using lan-
guage that was vulgar and
inappropriate, my family
has fallen victim to a po-
litical process that can dis-
tort the truth for the sole
purpose of political gain,”
Artiles said.

Gov. Rick Scott will
have to set a date for a
special election to replace
him.

In this March 9, 2012, file photo, Republican state senator Frank Artiles,
R-Miami, is asking a questions about a pip insurance bill during house ses-
sion in Tallahassee, Fla. Artiles, a Republican state senator, apologized pub-
licly for using racial slurs and obscene insults in a private after-hours conver-
sation with African-American colleagues. (AP Photo/Steve Cannon, File)
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