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Deadly Rally Accelerates Removal
of Confederate Statues

GRAND THEFT AUTO, NOT! - People fly into the air as a vehicle drives into a group of pro-
testers demonstrating against a white nationalist rally in Charlottesville, Va., Saturday, Aug. 12,
2017. The nationalists were holding the rally to protest plans by the city of Charlottesville to re-
move a statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee. There were several hundred protesters marching
in a long line when the car drove into a group of them. (Ryan M. Kelly/The Daily Progress via AP)

by: Jesse J. Holland
Associated Press

  In Gainesville,
Florida, workers hired by
the Daughters of the Con-
federacy chipped away at
a Confederate soldier’s
statue, loaded it quietly
on a truck and drove away
with little fanfare.

In Baltimore, Mayor
Catherine Pugh said she’s
ready to tear down all of
her city’s Confederate stat-
ues, and the city council
voted to have them de-
stroyed. San Antonio law-
makers are looking ahead
to removing a statue that
many people wrongly as-
sumed represented a

famed Texas leader who
died at the Alamo.

Some people refused
to wait.   Protesters in
Durham, North Carolina,
toppled a nearly century-
old statue of a Confeder-
ate soldier Monday at a
rally against racism. Activ-
ists took a ladder up to the
statue and used a rope to

pull down the Confederate
Soldiers Monument that
was dedicated in 1924. A
diverse crowd of dozens
cheered as the statue of a
soldier holding a rifle fell
to the ground in front of an
old courthouse building
that now houses local gov-
ernment offices.

See PAIN, page 2

Protesters Topple
Confederate Statue
in North Carolina

Activists use a rope to pull down a Confederate
statue on Monday, Aug. 14, 2017, in Durham, N.C.
The Durham protest was in response to a white na-
tionalist rally held in Charlottesville, Va, over the
weekend. Images courtesy Twitter/DerrickQLewis.

DURHAM, NC - Activ-
ists in Durham brought a
ladder up to the statue
and used a rope to pull
down the Confederate Sol-
diers Monument that was
dedicated in 1924. A di-
verse crowd of dozens
cheered as the statue of a
soldier holding a rifle fell
to the ground in front of an
old courthouse building
that now houses local gov-
ernment offices.

Seconds after the
monument fell, protesters
began kicking the
crumpled bronze monu-
ment.

“I was a little bit
shocked people could
come here and come to-
gether like that,” said
Isaiah Wallace, who is
black.

Wallace said he
watched as others toppled
the statue. He hopes other
Confederate symbols else-
where will follow.

“I feel like this is go-
ing to send shockwaves
through the country and
hopefully they can bring
down other racist sym-
bols,” he said.

The Durham protest
was in response to a White
nationalist rally held in
See A BETTER WAY, pg 5

Texas Man
Convicted of

Notorious
Dragging Death

of Black Man
Gets Court

Review
by: Michael Graczyk

Associated Press

James Byrd Jr.
5 / 2 / 1949 - 6 / 7 / 1998

HOUSTON (AP) —  A
man on death row for the
notorious slaying nearly 20
years ago of a Black man
chained to the back of a
pickup truck and dragged
along a bumpy rural East
Texas road will get his
claim of innocence and
poor legal representation
reviewed by an appeals
court.

The 5th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals late Tues-
day said it would review a
claim from John William
King that lawyers were
deficient in presenting a
case for innocence during
his trial for what became
one of the nation’s most
shocking hate crimes since
the Civil Rights era.

King’s appeal said
that only a few pieces of

See THIRD MAN, pg 5

Federal Judge
Dismisses Texas

AG Paxton’s
Suit Against

Cities That are
Fighting

Against SB4
Courtesy of

America’s Voice|Texas

Austin, TX - Yester-
day, U.S. District Judge
Sam Sparks dismissed the
state of Texas’ lawsuit
against cities and localities
that have taken a stand
against SB4, a discrimina-
tory and anti-immigrant
law set to take effect on
September 1.

The lawsuit, filed ear-
lier this summer, was At-
torney General Ken
Paxton’s preemptive effort
to force the courts to de-
clare SB4 constitutional –
before the law could be
implemented. This week’s
court ruling is a setback for
Paxton, but it does not af-
fect the imminent ruling
expected from U.S. District
Judge Orlando Garcia in
San Antonio on whether
the law will be enjoined or
allowed to go forward.

See CASAR, page 3

by: Jonathan Drew |Associated Press

Central Texans stand
in solidarity with

Charlottesville tragedy.
See VIGIL

Page 4

Federal advisory Exec
outraged by Trump’s
defense to Neo-Nazis.

See RESIGNS
Page 3

Austin celebrates a
significant 35-year

milestone.
See KAZI
Page 6

 America gets a
Black Eye!

     The events in
Charlottesville, VA, last week
and its aftermath caught most
of America off guard. While
many groups in Southern states
have been calling for the
removal of Confederate statues
from state capitol grounds, all
of the demonstrations have
been non-violent.  But that
situation took a turn when
violence broke out at the event.
And when the situation was
over, there was one person
killed and many injured.  The
death happened when a person
opposed to the rally drove his
car into the crowd.
     Many of us believed that the
division in this country
between the races was slowly
being eliminated. Many of the
laws and traditions that have
kept the races at arm’s length
are gradually being changed.
And while we all understand
that all racial barriers have not
been removed, things have
changed dramatically since the
Civil Rights Movement of the
1960’s.  And while that
movement was to eliminate the
discrimination that was focused
on the freed slaves, others have
been added to the mix.
    The added groups include
Hispanics, Asians and other
immigrants who have come to
this country in search of a better
life.  The immigrants have
become the focus of hatred
since President Trump’s call for
the building a wall between
America and Mexico to keep
the immigrants out.  And even
though these new groups come
in from many directions, they
are all considered in the wall
discussion.
     African Americans are still
asking for reparations from
slavery.  The White American
underclass has taken the
opportunity to “take America
back.”  The segregationist
believes that this is the perfect
time to place whites back in
total control again. And they
feel they have the full support
of the White House to do it.
     That is why there is a call to
take down the statutes of the old
Confederate Soldiers.  As long
as these symbols are standing,
it gives hopes to those groups
who believe that America is a
country that is to be controlled
by the White man.
     We cannot be caught up in
the trap that America belongs
to any one group, but to all of
us and we all must work
together to keep it as the leader
of the Free World. What we
have to do now is to put a
bandage over our black eye and
move ahead together. It would
be great to have the President
to be the leader of that
movement.
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   Majestic One -
 Lead Therapist

The deadly White
nationalist rally in
Charlottesville, Virginia, is
fueling another re-evalua-
tion of Confederate stat-
ues in cities across the na-
tion, accelerating their re-
moval in much the same
way that a 2015 mass
shooting by a White su-
premacist renewed pres-
sure to take down the Con-
federate flag from public
property.

“We should not glo-
rify a part of our history in
front of our buildings that
really is a testament to
America’s original sin,”
Gainesville Mayor Lauren
Poe said Monday after the
statue known as “Old Joe”
was returned to the United
Daughters of the Confed-
eracy, which erected it in
1904.

A county spokesman
said he did not know if the
statue was removed be-
cause of the events that
killed one person and in-
jured dozens more Satur-
day in Charlottesville. But
many officials who were
horrified by the confronta-
tion soon began publiciz-
ing plans to take down
statues.

The Southern Poverty
Law Center last year
counted more than 1,500
things around the country
named after Confederate
figures or dedicated to the
Confederacy, including
holidays, statues, flags
and the names of cities,
counties, schools and
parks. Nearly half are
monuments, which are in
24 states. Most of the

BROSCHE: “These
monuments, memorials
represent a time in our

history that caused pain
to so many”continued from page 1

Workers begin removing a Confederate
statue in Gainesville, Fla., Monday, Aug. 14, 2017.
The statue is being returned to the local chapter
of the United Daughters of the Confederacy,
which erected the bronze statue in 1904. County
officials said they did not know where the statue
would be going. (AP Photo/Jason Dearen)

dedications are in the
South, but 24 are in the
North and 21 in states that
did not exist at the time of
the Civil War.

In Jacksonville,
Florida, City Council Presi-
dent Anna Brosche or-
dered an immediate inven-
tory of all of the Confeder-
ate statues in her city in
preparation for their re-
moval.

“These monuments,
memorials and markers
represent a time in our his-
tory that caused pain to so
many,” she said Monday.

Lexington, Kentucky,
Mayor Jim Gray moved up
his announcement by a day
in reaction to the weekend
bloodshed. Memorials to
John C. Breckinridge and
John Hunt Morgan are
perched outside a former
courthouse that was the
site of slave auctions be-
fore the Civil War.

San Antonio Council-
man Robert Trevino is pro-
moting a measure that
would remove the Confed-
erate statue at the center
of Travis Park, where for
years people have mistak-
enly identified the figure
as being that of Col. Will-
iam Travis, a Texas hero
who died at the Alamo.

“This is not an impor-
tant art piece, but a monu-
ment to power. It was put
in to remind people of that
power. It is an unfortunate
message of hate, and we
think it’s important to re-
locate it.” Trevino said
Monday. “We do think that
history is important so
we’re looking for an appro-
priate location for it.”

St. Louis dismantled
its Confederate Monument
in Forest Park in June, giv-
ing it to the Missouri Civil
War Museum after years of
debate.

In Baltimore, Pugh
announced Monday that
she would move forward
with the removal of
Baltimore’s statues of
Roger B. Taney, a Mary-
lander who wrote the 1856
Dred Scott supreme court
ruling that denied citizen-
ship to African-Americans,
and a statue of two Virgin-
ians, Confederate generals
Robert E. Lee and Thomas
“Stonewall” Jackson.

Pugh said she was
making plans to send the
statues to cemeteries with
Confederate dead outside
the city. But hours later, the
city council voted unani-
mously to have the statues
destroyed instead of
moved. It was unclear
whether anything would
happen to the statues im-
mediately.

Seconds after the
monument fell in Durham
on Monday, protesters be-
gan kicking the crumpled
bronze monument.

In response, Demo-

cratic North Carolina Gov.
Roy Cooper tweeted: “The
racism and deadly vio-
lence in Charlottesville is
unacceptable but there is
a better way to remove
these monuments.”

Back in May, New
Orleans Mayor Mitch
Landrieu moved his city’s
four main Confederate
statues, including a statue
of Lee, at night after
threats of violence from
Confederate sympathizers
and White supremacists.
Pugh said she is consult-
ing with Landrieu, now
head of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Mayors, about the
removal of Baltimore’s
statues and the cost.

The violence in
Charlottesville will probably
speed up efforts to do away
with the monuments, ex-
perts said.

The convergence of
White nationalists and neo-
Nazis with Confederate im-
agery in Charlottesville will
make it difficult for govern-
ment agencies to defend
having Confederate statues
on their property, Boston
University history professor
Heather Cox Richardson
said.

“The idea that this
somehow is about South-
ern heritage, I think that
ship sailed,” said

Richardson, who teaches
and writes about the Civil
War, Reconstruction and
Southern politics.

Violence and death
changes things, agreed
University of Georgia po-
litical science professor
M.V. “Trey” Hood III.

Photos of gunman
Dylan Roof, who fatally
shot nine Black churchgo-
ers in South Carolina,
showed him with a Con-
federate flag and triggered
a swift “sea change” in
perception of the banner,
Hood said.

Then-South Carolina
Gov. Nikki Haley success-
fully led calls to bring
down a Confederate flag
that had flown on State-
house grounds for 54
years. Other cities and or-
ganizations began accel-
erating their removal of
Confederate imagery fol-
lowing Roof’s arrest.

Now local officials
will find it harder to ignore
or shelve questions about
Confederate statues,
Richardson said.

“It was always pos-
sible for people to look the
other way,” she said. “Af-
ter Charlottesville, I do not
see how Americans can
look the other way. You
have to make a choice at
this moment.”

1. Tejano Monument
2. Hood’s Brigade
3. Texas Peace Officers
4. Vietnam Veterans
5. Disabled Veterans
6. Korean War Veterans
7. Soldiers of World War I
8. Pearl Harbor Memorial
9. Statue of Liberty Replica
10. World War II Memorial

11. Texas Pioneer Woman
12. Tribute to Texas Children
13. Ten Commandments
14. Texas National Guard
15. Spanish-American War
16. Texas Cowboy
17. Terry’s Texas Rangers
18. Heroes of the Alamo
19. Confederate Soldiers
20. Volunteer Firemen

Monuments located on the grounds of the
Texas State Capital in Austin, Texas



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service          8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training      10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org Rev. Darron E. Patterson

              Pastor

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:00 p.m.

Romans 10:14
How then shall they call on  Him
in whom they have not believed?

And howshall they believe in Him whom
they have not heard? And how shall they

and how shall they hear without a preacher?

Pastor J.R.Robertson &
First lady Lillian Robertson

(979)542-2784

Celebrating Our First 30-year Church Anniversary as
Bethel  St. Paul United Baptist Church, since the

merger of St. Paul and Bethel Union. Happy Birthday!

According to Greg Casar, Austin City Councilman,
“Attorney General Paxton’s frivolous lawsuit against me
and my colleagues was a shameful attempt to silence
our advocacy against Senate Bill 4. No matter what
Paxton and Abbott try next, we won’t stop fighting for
the constitutional rights of everyone in our community.”

Mario Carrillo, State Director of America’s Voice:
Texas, added, “SB4 will undermine local autonomy,

public safety, civil rights, and the safety of communi-
ties of color in Texas. If Paxton was trying to intimidate
local jurisdictions who object to it, then this defeat
shows that local communities need not fear the heavy-
handed bullying of the Attorney General. Let’s hope that
his defeat in this court foreshadows the upcoming de-
cision out of San Antonio. We believe that SB4 violates
the Constitution, and its implementation should be
blocked and the law ultimately repealed.”

 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Councilman Casar: Attorney General Paxton’s frivolous
lawsuit against me, colleagues was shameful

Black Exec Resigns from President’s
Council, Guess How Trump Responds

by: Linda A. Johnson
AP Medical Writer

FILE – In this Thursday, Feb. 23, 2017, file photo, President Donald
Trump, left, speaks during a meeting with manufacturing executives at
the White House in Washington, including Merck CEO Kenneth Frazier,
center, and Ford CEO Mark Fields. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)

TRENTON, N.J. (AP)
—  President Donald
Trump lashed out at the
CEO of the nation’s third-
largest pharmaceutical
company after he resigned
from a federal advisory
council, citing the
president’s failure to ex-
plicitly rebuke the White
nationalists who marched
in Charlottesville, Virginia.

Merck CEO Kenneth
Frazier wrote on Twitter
Monday that “America’s
leaders must honor our
fundamental values by
clearly rejecting expres-
sions of hatred, bigotry
and group supremacy,
which runs counter to the
American ideal that all
people are created equal.”

Frazier is one of the
few African Americans to
head a Fortune 500 com-
pany.

Trump is under in-
creasing pressure to call
out the White supremacist
and hate groups involved.
He lashed out almost im-
mediately on Monday fol-
lowing the resignation,
saying on Twitter that
Frazier will now “have
more time to LOWER
RIPOFF DRUG PRICES!”

Drugmakers have
come under withering
criticism for soaring prices
in the U.S., including by
Trump, though he has yet
to act on a promise to con-
tain them.

With the barb, Trump

appeared to attack an in-
dustry executive who has
maneuvered to push
prices lower, at least on
some drugs.

Last year, the com-
pany launched a new
hepatitis C medicine at a
big discount to the drugs
already on the market.   In
January, Merck reported
that since 2010 its annual
average net price increase
has ranged from 3.4 per-
cent to 6.2 percent,
roughly half its list price
increases. Other
drugmakers have hiked list
prices 20 percent or more
every year and launched
new drugs with eye-pop-
ping price tags.

Merck also is devel-
oping cheaper versions of
complex injected medi-
cines called biologics that
can cost hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars a year.

The exchange lit up
social media early on

Monday, with many
people lauding Frazier and
blasting the president.

There was also sup-
port from other execu-
tives.

Unilever CEO Paul
Polman on Twitter wrote,
“ Thanks @Merck Ken
Frazier for strong leader-
ship to stand up for the
moral values that made
this country what it is.”

Frazier, who grew up
in a poor neighborhood
in Philadelphia, resigned
days after one person
was ki lled and others
wounded in violent
clashes between white
supremacists and pro-
testers.

Frazier and his sib-
lings were raised by their
janitor father after their
mother died when he was
very young. He has earned
a reputation as a risk taker
in the drug industry, pour-
ing money into daunting

research areas, particu-
larly trying to develop a
treatment for
Alzheimer’s disease.

Frazier is not the
first executive to resign
from advisory councils
serving Trump.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk
resigned from the manu-
facturing council in June,
and two other advisory
groups to the president,
after the U.S. withdrawal
from the Paris climate
agreement. Walt Disney
Co. Chairman and CEO
Bob Iger resigned from a
White House advisory
council for the same rea-
son.

The manufacturing
jobs council had 28 mem-
bers initially, but it has
shrunk since it was
formed earlier this year
as executives retire, are
replaced, or, as with
Frazier, Musk and Iger,
resign.
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Guest Columnist
Wanda K. Hayes

“Where Are
They Now”

At the age of 14, I
started writing for the Vil-
lager newspaper. At the
time, I was a student at
Kealing Junior High School.
Growing up in the east Aus-
tin community, I witnessed
many of my peers choose
the wrong path.  I believe
the Youth Brigadiers was an
outlet for me to find the
positive within the commu-
nity I lived in and I enjoyed
writing about it.

I went on to attend

high school at Austin High
where I continued to write
for the newspaper.  I was
also given the opportunity
to work part time in the of-
fice. Little did they know
that they were providing a
safe place for me - an alter-
native to hanging out in the
street.  That opportunity al-
lowed me to finish high
school in1997.

My time at the Vil-
lager fueled a passion I had
for leadership. It eventually

led me to Retail Manage-
ment at Walmart in 2005. I
am currently working for
Cabela’s as a SR Manager.

In 2001, I married the
love of my life, Choya
Morrison. We were blessed
with two beautiful girls -
Ckia (14) and Zaidyn (8).

My opportunity to
write for the Youth Briga-
diers gave me a unique
leadership style.  I am truly
thankful for the opportu-
nity I had to be a part of a
great group of young
people.  I am most thank-
ful to God for keeping me
grounded at such a young
age.

My foundation in the
word of God has been the
stability that kept me go-
ing, staying focused on my
goals and my family. Mr.
Tommy Wyatt gave me an
opportunity to see passed
the things that could have
convinced me to make
some detrimental and life-
changing decisions. Thank
you, Mr. Wyatt and Bobby,
for seeing something
greater in me.

Ivorian Community Celebrates Independence Day

Pictured above: Former Youth Brigade
Kavanski Morrison, Wife, Choya Morrison,

daughters Ckia and Zaidyn.

I first learned about
the Youth Brigadier program
from Vernell Howard during
one of our Taking Action Inc.
volunteer events. At the
time, I never really paid at-
tention to the news printed
or on television and the
thought of writing about
something was intimidating.
So I talked it out with my
family.  I made the decision
to go ahead attend the
meeting to get more infor-
mation, even though I didn’t
have any clue about writing
for a newspaper.  I took the
leap and this would help
shape my viewpoint of life
at the time and beyond.

First of all, working for
the Villager provided this
7th grade middle school stu-
dent a job. It felt good to
have my own money.  This
money actually helped my
confidence and I felt less of
a burden to my family. It was
also a way for me to learn
the responsibilities of
money management; most
kids had a piggy bank not a
bank account.

Secondly, it helped me
see and experience the Af-
rican American youth in
Austin perspective by proxy.
The team I worked with was
diverse in terms of age,
school, socioeconomic sta-
tus and area they lived in.
During this pre-social net-
work time (this was huge for

me), I got to learn how ev-
eryone who looked like me,
lived outside of my area.
This helped me become
more social in my school.
Before I started writing for
the Villager, I didn’t think
about joining sports or clubs.
My social anxiety shell was ef-
fectively broken. One of the
biggest takeaways from being
a Youth Brigadier was that it
gave me a voice.  I was a shy
young pre-teen, in addition I
was the youngest of 5 chil-
dren and no one was trying
to listen to my opinion. Each
week I gave my take on life
in my area which in turn
forced people to hear me
out. I discovered that this
broke down a wall for
people to approach me,
elaborate on topics or gain
my perspective on various
topics.  Expressing how I felt
helped me formulate a
moral compass for politics,
ethical treatment of people
and empathy for other way
of life.

Currently, this is the
adult Quentin. I have at-
tended college ( Texas
Southern and Houston
Community College ) for
Business as well as climbing
the ranks to become a Man-
ager in Charge with a the re-
sponsibilities of Operations,
which I did for 10 years . Af-
ter working at that manage-
ment level,  I wanted to pur-

sue a greater challenge ca-
reer wise, so I am currently
studying to get Certification
as a Certified Associated of
Project Management
(CAPM). My career goal ul-
timate is to become a
Project manager and move
into consulting work. On the
personal side, I have been
married to Quiana Fisher, a
program manager of SSVF
services with Caritas, for 8
years. A beautiful compas-
sionate women,  who works
hard every day for people
who don’t have a voice. We
also have two handsome
young Kings, my oldest
Quentin (Jimbo) Jr 6years
old, and Queon (Punchy) 2
years old they are a handful
sometimes but we all make
a great team. In my spare
time, I like to stream various
videos game under my
Gentlenmen Sqwadgaming
group. I often travel to vari-
ous fighting game tourna-
ments to compete as well as
take in the culture. We also
gearing up for our big 24
HOUR game marathon for
EXTRALIFE which helps raise
money to buy videogames
and board games for chil-
dren who are in the hospi-
tal .My personal goals are to
continue to travel when we
have the opportunity and
support Black Austin cul-
ture.  Especially now more
than ever, I want my chil-
dren to know that they mat-
ter and that their culture
isn’t something that can be
swept away or marginalized.
A more intimate goal for me
is to keep educating myself,
by reading more news and
take self-study course, so
that I don’t become stag-
nant mentality. If I could go
back and talk to my middle
school, I would tell the stu-
dents,  how much the expe-
rience of being part of the
Villager has changed the
course of my life. Taking that
leap years ago was one of
the best decisions I made in
my youth.

Pictured above: Former Youth Brigade
Quentin Fisher, Wife, Quiana Fisher and

sons Quentin and Queon.

By now, Central
Texans and the rest of
the World have heard of
the terrorist attack per-
petrator by some White
Nationalist.  Although
these white Alt right
groups committed these
acts of terror, President
Trump has refused to
“call the group out for
their actions.”  As a re-
sult, the lack of condem-
nation by Trump has in-
furiated the majority of
Americans. Unlike past
presidents, Trump has
not come out firm
against act of terrorism
done by White Nation-
alist.

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,
Americans of all races
and ethnicities plan to
organize marches and
protest against the acts
of terror done by white

Our
Revolution

Holds
Prayer
Vigil

Pictured above: Chau lan ngo and Steffy Felton.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

nationalist.  From New
York, Dallas, Miami,
Los Angeles and other
cities plan to denounce
“hate” and also to de-
nounce President
Trump ties to the
“White terror group.”
These White terror
groups have sowed acts
of division and acts to
intimidate other Ameri-
cas.

Here in Central

Texas, the group Our
Revolution Williamson
County plans to hold
“Prayer Vigil for
Charlottesville Against
Racism and Hate. The
event was held at St.
Paul AME Church on
Wednesday, August 16,
2017. The vigil served as
way for Central Texans
to express their solidar-
ity with the Victim of
Charlottesville.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

On August 12,
Afrique 365, a local busi-
ness held the Taste of
Africa that featured
both African food and
juices.   According to the
organizers, the “Taste of
Africa” was meant to
use food as a bridge be-
tween the African
Diaspora and the rest of
the Americans. In other
words, the organizers
used food as method to
bring together people of
various ethnicity and ra-
cial group.  According
to the organizers, there
were probably 18 at-
tendees at this event.

Taste From Around The World

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Moreover, this
event was meant to
bring together Central
Texans over various
types of African dishes
and juices.  For instance,
Pierre and Isabelle own-
ers of Belle Juice show-
cased numerous type of
juices found in the Ivory
Coast, such as, the gin-
ger juice.  Unlike other
event, it was the various
types of juices offered
by Belle Juice that was
the “highlight” of the
event.  According to the
organizers, “the event
was meant to educate
Central Texans on the
diversity of African
dishes.  As the African
population grows here

in Central Texas, more
individuals will come
into contact with Afri-
can food.”

At this event, there
were as a “cross section”
of Central Texans at this
event.  For instance Jean
Pierre Okitapoy a Con-
golese-American with
OKI technology men-
tioned that this event
“allowed for Texans to
mingle with Africans
living in Central Texas.
As a photographer it
made me realize the di-
versity that exists in
Central Texas.” Accord-
ing to Afrique 365, they
plan to another Taste of
West Africa on Septem-
ber 30th.

Pictured above: Pierre Goba, Shay, Jonasu Wagstaff and Jean-PIerre.
Photo courtesy of Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

On August 12th the
Ivorian-American commu-
nity of Central Texas held
their independence celebra-
tion.   Moreover, the Ivorian
American community cel-
ebrated the 57th indepen-
dence of the Ivory Coast.   It
was a memorable nights, in
which, the Ivorian American
community were joined by
other African community in
Central Texas for the celebra-
tion.  For instance, there
were people from Burkinabe,
Togolese, Ghanaian, Benin,
and Nigerian American com-
munity present.  They came

to show their support to the
Ivorian American commu-
nity.

Over the past years, the
president of the Ivorian Com-
munity of Central Texas has
played a crucial role of orga-
nizing the Independence Day
celebration.  According to Mr.
N’dri, “There are about 300
Ivorian living in the Central
Texas area. Moreover, these
celebrations are used to
bring new members into the
Ivorian Association of Central
Texas. Not only does it bring
people but it also serves as
an educational gathering
about the Ivory Coast.

The nation of Ivory
Coast (Cote d’Ivoire) re-

ceived its independence on
August 7, 1960’s. For over 40
years, the Ivory Coast was a
beacon of peace, tranquility
and of economic develop-
ment.  During these years,
the Ivory Coast experienced
high economic growth rates
which made it the leader
among other West African
nations.  People from other
West African nations and
even from around the world
moved to the Ivory Coast in
order to get a piece of the
“Ivorian Dream”.  However,
in recent times, the Ivory
Coast has been rocketed by
a civil war that has claimed
the lives of thousands of
people.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

An EOE Requests Bids from Qualified MBE’s
and WBE’s Subs and Suppliers For:
City of Austin, TX In Situ Wastewater Pipeline
Renewal Group BIFB# 6100 CLMC676
Bid Date: September 21, 2017 at 9:30 AM
Including (but not limited to): Barricades,
Signs & Traffic Handling, Pavement Restoration,
Erosion Control Measures, Sodding, Clean &
Television of Sewer Pipe, Bypass Pumping
of Sewer Lines, New Manhole Installation and
Adjustment of Existing Manholes.
Insituform Technologies, LLC
13502 Almeda School Road, Houston, Texas 77047
Phone: 713-845-3002 Fax: 713-980-0782
Email: resmith@aegion.com
Plans and specifications are available by contacting
Robin Smith at 713-845-3002
Fax quotes to 713-980-0782 by September 19, 2017New Jobs for the

Week of 08/13/2017
Technician, Senior IT (Computer
Lab Support)-Part-Time (50%)

Northridge Campus
Job# 1708004

Assistant, Library
Northridge Campus

Job# 1708005
Technician, Science Lab

Round Rock Campus
Job# 1708007

Assistant III, Administrative –
Part-Time (50%)

Hays Campus
Job# 1708008

Technician, Financial Aid
Scholarship

Highland Business Center
Job# 1708009

Department Chair, Education
South Austin Campus

Job# 1708010

Assistant, Admissions
Highland Business Center

Job# 1708011
Assistant I, Executive

Highland Business Center
Job# 1708013

AUSTIN, TX – Starting August 15, 2017, a
new short story writing contest for students,
grades 6-12, begins accepting entries. The con-
test is sponsored by Texas Authors Institute of
History, the only museum in the country that is
dedicated to preserving the works of Texas au-
thors, both past and present. Part of the mission
of the museum is to develop and encourage fu-
ture authors of Texas. Students can find the offi-
cial rules and entry form at http://
ShortStory.TexasAuthors.Institute.

The short story contest is open to any stu-
dent, grades 6-12, whether in public, private or
homeschools. Each grade will have winners by
region based on the first two numbers of their
zip code: 75, 76,77, etc. Then there will be state-
wide winners. A number of prizes will be
awarded.

“We celebrate the creative minds of the
younger generation,” said B. Alan Bourgeois,
founder, and director of Texas Authors Institute.
“We know they are the future authors who will
push the boundaries of great works and we are
thrilled to collaborate with the schools and to en-
courage the students to grow into great writers
that the world can recognize and honor.”

While Texas Authors Institute has three ma-
jor sponsors, EBG247.com, Gatekeeper Press and
DEAR Texas, Inc., they welcome other businesses
to join them in promoting literacy and education
both locally and statewide. Interested sponsors
can reach the Institute at
info@TexasAuthors.Instittue to learn how they
can participate.

For more about Texas Authors Institute of
History museum, or even to submit a book that
you have written, please visit their website http:/
/TexasAuthors.Institute.

AUSTIN, Texas  –  Au-
gust 14, 2017 – The Capi-
tal City Black Film Festival
(CCBFF) today announced
the festival (August 17 -
20) has officially been can-
celled. Winston G. Will-
iams, executive director of
the Capital City Black Film
Festival, stated the unfor-
tunate cancellation was
due to receiving news to-
day that key sponsorship
commitments would not
be forthcoming making it
impossible to put on the
festival this year.

“I know this is devas-
tating news coming only a
few days before we were
supposed to welcome our
guests,” Williams said.  “I
want the CCBFF family,
special guests, ticket hold-
ers, vendors and sponsors
to understand that this
was not an easy decision
and know that the circum-
stances had to be dire in
order for me to come to
this decision.”

The CCBFF team re-
grets the necessity of this
cancellation and ask that
you accept our sincere
apologies for this tremen-
dous inconvenience.
Those who have pur-
chased tickets will receive
refunds. All ticket sales will
be refunded by Monday,
August 21st, 5:00 p.m. In
addition, all submission
fees will be refunded to
filmmakers.

2017 CAPITAL CITY
BLACK FILM

FESTIVAL
CANCELLED

Charlottesville, Virginia, over the weekend. Au-
thorities say one woman was killed Saturday after one
of the White nationalists drove his car into a group of
peaceful counter-protesters.

Although the violence in Virginia has prompted
fresh talk by government officials about bringing down
symbols of the Confederacy around the South, North
Carolina has a law protecting them. The 2015 law pre-
vents removing such monuments on public property
without permission from state officials.

In response to the statue in Durham being torn
down, Democratic North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper
tweeted: “The racism and deadly violence in
Charlottesville is unacceptable but there is a better way
to remove these monuments.”

After the statue fell, several dozen protesters con-
gregated on the street in front of the old courthouse.
Some took pictures standing or sitting on the toppled
soldier, in front of a pedestal inscribed with the words
“In Memory of the Boys Who Wore The Gray.” Police
cruisers blocked off the street, and officers looked on
— some filming. As it got dark, rally participants began
to peacefully disperse.

Robin Williamson, who works downtown, arrived
in the area about an hour after the statue came down.
Williamson, who is black, said he can sympathize with
people who are upset with the state of racial discourse
in the country.

“People feel that with Donald Trump as leader,
racists can be vocal,” he said.

He said that while Confederate monuments have
been defaced in other cities, it was surprising to see an
entire statue brought down by protesters.

“This is a little bit more intense because they took
the whole statue down,” he said.

N.C. Governor Cooper:
“There is a better way”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

circumstantial evi-
dence that could be inno-
cently explained tied him
to the scene of a fight that
resulted in 49-year-old
James Byrd Jr. being
chained at his ankles to
the bumper of a truck in
June 1998 and fatally
dragged outside Jasper,
about 125 miles (201 kilo-
meters) northeast of
Houston.

King, now 42, was the
first of three White men

convicted of capital mur-
der for the hate slaying.
Each was tried separately.

King’s attorney, A. Ri-
chard Ellis, raised five
claims to the 5th Circuit,
four of them focusing on
what he said was King re-
ceiving ineffective legal
help at his 1999 trial in Jas-
per. The fifth claim con-
tended a federal district
judge who rejected King’s
appeal denied him due
process and a fair hearing.

The 5th Circuit re-
jected all but the claim
questioning the trial attor-
neys’ effectiveness regard-
ing some of the state’s evi-
dence in the case. King’s
appeals attorney de-
scribed the trial lawyers’
response to the evidence
as “confusing and dis-
jointed,” according to the
court.

The evidence in-
cluded a cigarette lighter
engraved with a Klan sym-
bol and King’s prison
name, “Possum,” along
with cigarette butts found
at the crime scene and
King’s sandals stained with
Byrd’s blood. Other evi-
dence at his trial included
letters in which King wrote
about launching a racist
gang and tattoos on King’s
body that prosecutors said
showed he hated Blacks.

King’s lawyers called
three witnesses who tes-
tified for less than an hour
at the guilt-innocence por-
tion of the trial. The attor-
neys appeared to concede
the conviction and hoped
to save his life in the pun-
ishment phase. Jurors de-
cided he should die.

King’s lead defense
attorney, Haden “Sonny”

Cribbs, died in June.   His
trial co-counsel, Brack
Jones, declined comment
Wednesday.

The appeals lawyer,
Ellis, based in Mill Valley,
California, did not imme-
diately respond to a mes-
sage left by The Associated
Press.

The 5th Circuit gave
Ellis 30 days to submit a
brief on his claim. State
attorneys then will have
15 days to respond.

The second partici-
pant in Byrd’s killing,
Lawrence Russell Brewer,
44, was executed in 2011.
Evidence at their trials
showed Brewer, previ-
ously convicted of cocaine

The third man, Shawn Berry, 42, is serving life in prison continued from page 1
possession, and King, a
convicted burglar from
Jasper, met in a Texas
prison where they got in-
volved in a KKK splinter
group and adorned
themselves with racist
tattoos.

The third man,
Shawn Berry, 42, is serv-
ing life in prison. Evi-
dence showed that after
King was released from
prison, he returned to
Jasper, became friends
with Berry and moved in
with him.   Brewer later
joined them.

Evidence and trial
testimony showed the
three men offered Byrd a
ride in the early morning

hours of June 7, 1998, and
they all drove about 10
miles (16 kilometers) into
the wooded county before
stopping along an isolated
logging road. A fight broke
out and the outnumbered
Byrd was tied to the truck
bumper with a 24 1/2-foot
(7.32 meter) logging chain.
Three miles (4.8 kilometers)
later, what was left of his
shredded remains was
dumped between a Black
church and cemetery
where the pavement ended
on the remote road. Finger-
prints taken from the head-
less torso identified Byrd.

King, Brewer and
Berry were in custody by
the end of the next day.

Trump’s
Defense of

Statues Echoes
Right-Wing

Rhetoric
by: Michael

Kunzelman|Associated
Press

President Donald
Trump’s seemingly
unscripted defense of
Confederate statues dur-
ing a press conference
Tuesday echoed some
right-wing talking points
— and rhetoric from the
far-right fringe.

Trump said Tuesday
there were “very fine
people on both sides” of
the violent confrontation
at a white nationalist rally
in Virginia on Saturday.
Some of them, Trump said,
were there to protest the
removal of a statue of Rob-
ert E. Lee.

“So, this week, it’s
Robert E. Lee. I noticed
that Stonewall Jackson is
coming down. I wonder: Is
it George Washington next
week? And is it Thomas
Jefferson the week after?
You really do have to ask
yourself, ‘Where does it
stop?’” Trump asked, not-
ing that Washington and
Jefferson were slave own-
ers.

His statements ech-

oed an exchange Monday
night on Fox News be-
tween former House
Speaker Newt Gingrich
and the show’s host,
Martha MacCallum.

“Where are you go-
ing to stop it?’ Gingrich
said. “You want to say,
‘What if you weren’t sen-
sitive enough to the Ho-
locaust, we should take
down all the statues of
Franklin Delano
Roosevelt?’ You could
make an argument for
that.”

“You could make an
argument for Thomas
Jefferson and George
Washington,” MacCallum
said. “Are you going to
change the name of the
Washington Monument?”

Trump’s statements
also mirrored a post
Monday by the publisher
of The Daily Stormer, a
notorious neo-Nazi
website.

“These ‘protests’ are
happening across the coun-
try,” Andrew Anglin wrote
after a Confederate monu-
ment was taken down Mon-
day in Durham, North Caro-
lina. “And I guarantee you,
they are going to go to
Washington, and they are
going to demand that the
Washington Monument be
torn down. They might
even try to pull it down.
Because George Washing-
ton owned slaves. More
importantly, he was a White
man who built something.”

Anglin’s site takes its
name from Der Stürmer, a
newspaper that published
Nazi propaganda.

Google canceled the
domain name registration
of The Daily Stormer on
Monday after Anglin pub-
lished a post mocking the
woman killed in a deadly
attack at the Charlottesville
rally, calling her “fat” and
“childless.”
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Austin Capital City Lions Club Celebrate 50th Anniversary

AUSTIN, TX – The Austin Capital City Lions Club celebrated their 50th Anniversary on August 12, 2017, at the Holiday Inn Austin Mid Town. The
club was chartered by the International Association of Lions Clubs on August 12, 1967 at Huston-Tillotson College now University. At that charter
night initiation, fifty-six (56) community-minded men were initiated into Lionism. The Capital City Lions Club was the first predominately African-
American Lions Club charted in Lionism. Photo by Melvin Scott.

Pictured left to right: club president Albert J. Walker, charter member
Clarence McClure, charter member Paul Bailey, and charter member Mat-
thew Caldwell.

KAZI 88.7 FM
CELEBRATES 35 YEARS

By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Contributor

AUSTIN, TX - KAZI
88.7 FM radio station in
Austin, Texas prepares to
celebrate 35 years of ser-
vice to the community.
The Birthday Jam is set for
August 26th from 4 – 11
pm at the Doris Miller Au-
ditorium, located at 2300
Rosewood Avenue. The
show will feature Cupid, LL
G of Silk, Summer Wolfe,
Ethan Kent, Frankie Wil-
son, Songbird Jinda, J Kells,
Anastasia, and Joe
Leonard & Moonlight Bou-
levard.

Additionally, KAZI will
host its annual DUNKFEST
& Meet N Greet celebrat-
ing the entire family with
a school supplies give
away, treats and fun
games. Guests will also
enjoy free food, face paint-
ing and live music perfor-
mances. DUNKFEST will
occur August 19 from
10:00 am – 4:00 pm and
will also honor Dr. John
Warfield, the Founder of
KAZI. The fun will take
place at 8906 Wall Street,

Suite 203.
Tommy Wyatt, host

of the KAZI Breakfast Club
and Chief Editor of The
Austin Villager remarked,
“KAZI has been a valuable
information source for the
African American commu-
nity in Austin and the sur-
rounding communities.
KAZI, along with the com-
munity newspapers, gives
the community the oppor-
tunity to speak out on is-
sues that affect the entire
community.”

Steve Savage embod-
ies all that is KAZI and as
the Station Manager, his
pride and commitment to
the station is hard to con-
ceal. Savage recently
spoke out on the signifi-
cance of the 35-year mile-
stone, “KAZI has reached
another milestone to be
the Voice of Austin for the
last 35 years. I say thanks
to my staff and volunteers
who donate their time.
Also, thanks to our spon-
sors without them we
would have no KAZI. With

donations from the com-
munity and sponsors, KAZI
has upgraded our power
and sound over the past 3
years. We look forward to
everyone coming to help
KAZI celebrate our 35th
anniversary.”

KAZI went on the air
in August 1982 as a com-
munity radio station serv-
ing the African American
community of the city and
its surrounding areas. The
station broadcasts an ur-
ban format and features a
variety of music such as
R&B, Hip Hop, Gospel,
Blues, Soul, Reggae and
Jazz. It also provides edu-
cational programming,
community information,
and independent news.

Birthday Jam tickets
are available at www .kazi
birthdayjam.eventbrite
.com or you may call 512-
836-9544.

On Friday, September 1, 2017, the Prairie View A&M Foundation will
host its 1st Annual Fundraising Gala at the Hilton Americas Hotel-Houston
in the Ballroom of Americas.

The Prairie View A&M Foundation is now entering its eighth year of
operation. During these years, we have provided student scholarships, class-
room instruments and startup capital for the new Panther Stadium. This event
will help to continue providing funding to students and university needs.

We are honored to have as our Keynote Speaker, Ruth J. Simmons, PhD,
Interim President of Prairie View A&M University. Simmons is a former presi-
dent of Smith College and the 18th president of Brown University. Simmons
holds the distinction of being the first African-American to head an Ivy League
institution and was once named “the best university president in the nation”
by Time magazine.

The gala will be held as a lead up to the historical Labor Day Classic
Football game against SWAC rival, Texas Southern University on Saturday,
September 2, 2017 at BBVA Stadium in Houston, Texas.

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M FOUNDATION
1ST ANNUAL FUNDRAISING GALA
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