Presorted Standard
U.S. Postage Paid
Austin, Texas
Permit No. 01949

TPA
TEXAS
www.TheAustinVillager.com

PUBLISHERS
ASSOCIATION

This paper can
be recycled

Vol. 45

No. 28

Phone: 512-476-0082

Email: vil3202@aol.com

December 1, 2017

Celebrities
Mary J. Blige and
INSIDE
Re-ignite Fight
Jay-Z Lead NAACP
to Free Child Sex
Image Award
Slave in Prison for Life
Nominations
RAPPIN’

by: The Associated Press

by: Jonathan Mattise | Associated Press

Tommy Wyatt

See DUKE
Page 3

Things are
changing?

We have spent a lot of
time talking about the
changes that have reshaped
Central East
Austin. This area has seen
most of the old-timers
move to other parts of the
area while newcomers are
moving in. But very little
attention is given to the
areas that the old-timers are
moving to.
Recently, there has been
a lot of attention given to
the rising crime rates that
is increasing in the new
areas. It is not known just
why crime is increasing in
these areas, but the Travis
County Sheriff’s Office is
trying to get a handle on
this situation.
These areas have smaller
police departments than the
City of Austin. As a result,
they have to count on the
support of the Sheriff’s
departments from the
surrounding counties. To
get a grip on the problems.
Sheriff Sally Hernandez
held a Town Hall Meeting
Tuesday night at the Wells
Branch MUD Community
Center to answer some of
these questions. Among
the items covered included
Crime Statistics, Crime
Prevention, and Community Relations.
This effort is called the
Wells Branch & Pflugerville Crime Initiative.
Among the distinguished
participants were Sheriff
Hernandez, Chief Deputy
Anthony Johnson of Travis
County, Commissioner Jeff
Travillion, Commissioner
Brigit
Shae,
and
Pflugerville Police Chief
Jessica Robledo.
I have lived in that area
for the last 17 years and this
is the first meeting of this
kind that I am aware of.
However, I believe that it
is better late than never. It
would be better to get
ahead of the issue than wait
until it is out of control.
We will keep an eye on
this issue and report on the
progress of this initiative.
In the meantime, it is the
responsibility of each of us
to report criminal activity
when we see it. Once we let
it get out of control, it will
be very hard to get back on
top of it. Sheriff Hernandez
needs our full support.

Producer 9th Wonder
establishes career as
a hip-hop academic.

Cyntoia Brown \ Rihanna
NASHVILLE, TN (AP) — Celebrities have reignited
the fight to free a Tennessee woman serving a life senJay-Z and Mary J Blige
tence for fatally shooting a man, saying she was a sextrafficking victim wronged by the legal system.
(AP Photo/File)
Rihanna, Snoop Dogg, Kim Kardashian West and
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Mary J. Blige and Jay-Z are
the leading nominees with five apiece for January’s Lebron James have joined others on social media in
NAACP Image Awards, the group announced Monday. supporting Cyntoia Brown, 29, who won’t be eligible
Blige’s nominations are for songs and videos off for parole until she turns 67. Brown was 16 at the time
her album “Strength of a Woman,” while Jay-Z was of the 2004 shooting.
“Did we somehow change the definition of #JUSnominated for his “4:44” album and songs on it, as well
TICE along the way??” Rihanna wrote Tuesday about
as a nod for entertainer of the year.
Bruno Mars, Issa Rae, Chance the Rapper, See VICTIM THROWN AWAY FOR LIFE, page 2
Chadwick Boseman and director Ava DuVernay are also
nominated for entertainer of the year.
Bruno Mars, Issa Rae, Kendrick Lamar, and SZA
are tied for the second-most nominations, with four
apiece.
By Thomas Joyner
Netflix and Oprah Winfrey’s network are the leadActivism at Historically Black Coling television nominees. Netflix’s nominees were
leges
and Universities (HBCUs) is not
spread out over several of its series, including “Master
of None,” “Orange is the New Black,” while OWN’s a new phenomenon.
In fact, it’s bred into the culture
nominations were primarily for its drama series,
of
HBCUs.
In recent years, however,
“Queen Sugar.”
The awards show, now in its 49th year, honors there’s a sentiment that activism on
entertainers and writers of color. The winners will be black colleges is dead, perhaps
announced during a two-hour show on Jan. 15 hosted pushed aside by a distracted generaby Anthony Anderson of “black-ish” and broadcast live tion so tied to their mobile devices
on the TV One network. Anderson is also a nominee and social media that they act like just
See TODAY’S HBCU STUDENTS, pg 7
for best TV comedy actor.
“Get Out,” “Girls Trip,” and “Detroit” are among
Leonard Moore to Keynote
the nominees for best motion picture. Idris Elba is the
leading acting nominee, with nominations for his film Austin NAACP DeWitty/Overton
roles in “The Mountain Between Us,” “Thor: Ragnorak”
Freedom Fund Banquet
and for the Showtime miniseries “Guerrilla.”
AUSTIN, TX - Leonard
N. Moore, interim vice
president for diversity and
community engagement
and George W. Littlefield
Professor of American History, will be the keynote
speaker at the Austin
NAACP 52 nd DeW itty/
Overton Freedom Fund
Banquet on Dec. 2. The
theme for this year’s event
is “Ground Zero—Paths to
by: U.S. Congressman
Empowerment.”
Lloyd Doggett
Dr. Moore’s presentaAUSTIN, TX - The holiday seasons means tion will focus on educamaking a lot of choices. Which relatives to visit? tion as a critical path to Leonard Moore
Which dishes to prepare? Which presents will you empowerment and examsignature
buy to surprise your loved ones? But there is an ine other factors such as first-year
even more important choice to be made. Novem- the school to prison pipe- course at UT titled, Race
ber 1 to December 15 marks the open enrollment line and harnessing the in- in the Age of Trump, as
period to choose the health insurance plan that is herent talent of our young well as a course on the
people of color.
Black Power Movement.
best for you or your family.
Moore was named He is currently chairman
Until Friday, December 15, you have the right
to enroll in individual coverage or switch to a bet- interim vice president in of the board at Austin
ter health insurance plan. While the Republican July. He has received nu- Area Urban League. His
attacks to undermine the Affordable Care Act merous teaching awards new book, “The Defeat of
(“Obamacare” or “ACA”) are relentless, it is still including the Jean Black Power: Civil Rights
the law of the land. Don’t let the debate in Wash- Holloway Award for Ex- and the National Black
ington distract you into letting the opportunity to cellence in Teaching and Political Convention of
enroll pass you by. The ACA has had helped so the John Warfield Teach- 1972” will be released in
See MINIMUM PENALTY FOR NO INS., pg 7 ing Award. He teaches a February.

A Salute to HBCU
Activism In 2017

Keep
Covered
and
Carry
On

She’s not finished,
JP Precinct 1 Judge
files for reelection.

See WILLIAMS
Page 6

Councilman sentenced

for pawning publicly
owned laptop.

See FLINT
Page 7

World AIDS Day
Message from
Austin Public
Health

AUSTIN, TX - World
AIDS Day takes place annually on December 1 st.
It’s an opportunity for
people everywhere to
unite in the fight again HIV,
show support for people
living with HIV and to commemorate those who
have died from AIDS-related illness.
In Travis County,
there are 4,000 people living with HIV. Preventing
HIV requires a community
effort as well as a personal
commitment to evaluate
your own sexual health.
In observance of
World AIDS Day, Austin
Public Health will be providing free HIV and STD
tests. No appointment is
needed.
When: Friday, December 1st.
Where: Walgreens 1144 Airport Boulevard
from 5pm - 9 pm
MidTowne
Live Sports Café -7408
Cameron Road from 4 pm
– 7 pm
Know your status, get
tested. For more information visit Austin HIV Prevention Program on
Facebook.
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THE COMMUNIQUÉ

Rihanna: “Something is
horribly wrong when the
system enables these
rapists and the victim is
thrown away for life!”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Brown on Instagram, receiving 1.8 million ‘likes.’
“cause….. Something is horribly wrong when the system enables these rapists and the victim is thrown away
for life! To each of you responsible for this child’s sentence I hope to God you don’t have children, because
this could be your daughter being punished for punishing already! #FREECYNTOIABROWN #HowManyMore”
Prosecutors said Brown shot 43-year-old Johnny
Allen so she could rob him. She took his pants, containing his wallet, and some guns, they said. Brown
said at the time she met Allen, she had been staying
in motels in Nashville with a 24-year-old man nicknamed Cut-hroat. She said she snorted cocaine with
Cut-hroat and that he sexually abused her and forced
her to prostitute herself so they would have money
to live.
One day Allen picked her up off the street and

Cyntoia Brown
bought her some fast food, she said. She said he drove
her back to his house, which was full of guns, and that
he was behaving in a strange manner that made her
want to leave. When she couldn’t sneak away, she said
she wanted to nap. He lay down with her but didn’t fall
asleep. He kept getting up and standing over her. She
became more panicked, convinced something was going to happen to her, she said. She said she shrugged
off his advances and, as he rolled over, she took a gun

www.theaustinvillager.com

from her purse and shot him once in the head.
Brown’s attorney, Charles Bone, said he’s not sure
why the case is drawing celebrity attention right now,
although the story was in the news again recently when
WZTV-TV in Nashville gave an updated report on the
case. There was a previous surge of support for Brown
in 2011 when a documentary about her life appeared
on public television.
Beyond social media posts, some celebrities have
also reached out, Bone said. He didn’t say who they
were or how they got in touch.
“We’re hopeful that this support can be used constructively, not just for her, but for everybody who’s out
there fighting sex traffic and sex slavery,” Bone said.
Bone says a court appeal over the constitutionality
of Brown’s sentence is pending and he’s petitioning the
governor and parole officials for reduced prison time. Some
state lawmakers have tried and failed to pass legislation
that would allow juveniles sentenced to life to be eligible
for parole after 30 years, instead of 51.
The prosecutor in Brown’s case, Jeff Burks, objects
to the recent attention she has been getting.
“There has been a group of people who have
wanted to make Ms. Brown a victim and a celebrity
since this happened,” Burks, who now works in Georgia, wrote to WZTV-TV. “She was not ‘trafficked,’ nor
was she a ‘sex slave.’ It’s not fair to the victim and
his family that the other side of this case is so seldom heard.”

Nominees Announced for 49th
NAACP Image Awards

by: Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Columnist

The nominees for the
49 NAACP Image Awards
were announced November
20, 2017 with Netflix and
OWN leading the nominations in the television categories with 23 nominations and 17 nominations,
respectively. In the recording category, RCA Records
leads with 12 nominations,
followed by Capitol Records
with 6 nominations and Atlantic Records and Columbia Records both with 3
nominations. Universal Pictures leads with 10 nominations,
followed
by
Annapurna and Open Road
Films, both received 5 nominations in the motion picture categories. The TwoHour LIVE TV special will air
on TV One on Monday,
January 15, 2018, the Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday with a One-Hour Live
Red Carpet Pre-Show.
“The NAACP is thrilled
for another great collaboration with TV One to create
th

a momentous evening of
entertainment culminating a day of volunteer
service, citizen action,
and celebration on the
national holiday honoring
the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as well
as recognizing this year’s
nominees for their hard
work, perseverance and
achievements in our
community,” stated Leon
W. Russell, Chairman of
the NAACP National
Board of Directors. “As
the nation commemorates the 50th anniversary of Dr. King’s assassination on April 4, 1968,
we are reminded of the
ageless principles of
non-violence, truth and
justice, humility, and service that he taught all
Americans.”
“The NAACP Image
Awards is the ultimate
platform for artists and
individuals of color who
advocate for social jus-

Crafts & Fashion by Elaine
Specializing in Wedding Atire

Elaine M. Clark
Professional Seamstress
Austin, Texas
512-928-3572 / 512-970-4108
eclark@austin.rr.com

tice to share their voices
with millions, and to be
recognized and celebrated,” stated Derrick
Johnson, President and
CEO, NAACP. “At a moment where there seems
to be one tragic event after another in America, the
NAACP Image Awards continues to be a beacon of
light to the diversity reflected in television, music, film and literature that
brings everyone together.”
The NAACP Image
Awards is the preeminent
multicultural awards show
celebrating the accomplishments of people of
color in the fields of television, music, literature
and film. It is also known
for honoring individuals or
groups who promote social
justice through creative
endeavors. Winners will
be announced during the
two-hour star-studded
event.
Three-time NAACP
Image Award winner Anthony Anderson returns as
your host for the 49th
NAACP Image Awards. The
Emmy and Golden Globenominated actor is the star
and executive producer of
ABC’s award-nominated
sitcom black-ish.
For a complete list of
categories and nominees

for the 49th NAACP Image
Awards and the latest
news, please visit the official NAACP Image
Awards website at: http:/
/ w w w. n a a c p i m a g e
awards.net.

Anthony Anderson
Media Photo courtesy of the
NAACP Image Awards/TV One.
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THE BULLETIN

‘History of Hip Hop’
Professor at Duke, Harvard
by: David Menconi | The News & Observer of Raleigh
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Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DOUBLE
“R”
Patrick “9th Wonder” Douthit, a Grammy-winning producer of Beyonce, Mary J. Blige and other
stars, poses in his office on Duke’s East campus in Durham, N.C. Douthit has carved out an
intriguing career as a hip-hop academic. (Chuck Liddy/The News & Observer via AP)
DURHAM, N.C. (AP)
—One day this past spring,
Duke University’s “History
of Hip-Hop” class turned
to current events.
Grammy-winning rapper
Kendrick Lamar’s latest album had just been released and was about to
debut at the top of the
charts, so students were
discussing their takes on it.
Class co-teacher
Patrick Douthit — betterknown as Grammy-winning producer 9th Wonder
who has worked with JayZ, Erykah Badu, Beyoncé
with Destiny’s Child and
many other musical A-listers — let the students in
on a previously top-secret
detail about Lamar’s album, “Damn.”
“I have something to
tell y’all,” Douthit/Wonder
told the class. “I worked on
the last song, ‘Duckworth.’
“
The students’ response was pretty much
universal — whoa — as
Wonder explained how
he’d been sending beats
back and forth with
Lamar’s team before the
album emerged.
May I Represent
You in Court?

Call Attorney Davis of the PDF
LAW FIRM
at 512-681-4485
*Automobile Collisions
* Wills/Probate
* Family Issues
* Wrongful Death
111 Congress Ave.,Suite 400
Austin, Texas 78701

“During the semester, before the album
came out, we had no clue
he was working on that,”
said Jason Fotso, a senior
who took the class that
semester. “It was amazing
to get that historical perspective from somebody
actually embedded in the
music industry. That was
some fascinating background.”
Wonder gets most of
his attention for the
names on his studio resume, including Mary J.
Blige (her 2005 album
“The Breakthrough,”
which won him a
Grammy), Drake, J. Cole
(who grew up in
Fayetteville), Ludacris and
more. And yet his academic resume is just as
impressive.
Wonder’s on-campus
career began more than a
decade ago at his alma
mater, N.C. Central, teaching hip-hop courses that
were equal parts history
and how to break into the
industry. From there, he
has gone on to teach and
do research at Duke,
Harvard (subject of the
2014 documentary “The
Hip-Hop Fellow”) and the
University of Pennsylvania,
as well as the Smithsonian
and the National Museum
of African American History and Culture.
Not bad for someone
who never actually got a
college degree.
“It’s to the point
where, if I get a Ph.D in
anything, it will be the first
of its kind,” Wonder said
with a laugh. “No, I never

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

Rev. Darron E. Patterson
Pastor

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714
Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:
newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

did get the degree. I’m
what you’d call a professor
at practice. So I’m kinda
building the curriculum as
I go along.”
That’s pretty much
how it works if one is in an
unconventional field.
“It happens in every
field and medium of
study,” Wonder said.
“There was not always a
Ph.D. in jazz studies or African-American studies —
or even psychology or psychiatry. Somebody had to
develop that. Slowly but
surely, this has become my
life’s work, whether I want
it to or not.”
Wonder still runs his
label, Jamla Records, and
recently signed a teenage
vocalist from Charlotte
named Reuben Vincent.
He’s busy at both Central
and Duke most semesters.
One of his Duke classes
this fall is hip-hop cinema,
involving discussion after
viewing movies like 1991’s
“Boyz n the Hood.” For the
final class project, each
student devises a plot, cast
and soundtrack for a proposed movie.
Come spring, Wonder will teach a class at
Central about the business

Grace Covenant Christian Center
6012 Manor Road, Austin TX
Family and Friends Day
Sunday, December 10, 2017
Service starts: 10:30am
Dinner served: 2:00pm

Christmas GALA
Sunday, December 17, 2017
Service starts: 10:30am
Join us for worship, praise dance, Christmas Pageant
play, and celebration of Jesus Christ.
Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751
This life, therefore, is not righteousSunday Morning
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
Worship @ 11: am
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.
--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
4509 Springdale Road Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686 Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Sitestpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758
(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875 Fax 512-478-1892
Bus Ministry

Experience Grace For Life
Rev. Jack C. Gause
Pastor

Sunday School
8:45 a.m.
Praise and Worship 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

Call 512-478-1875

Sunday Services
Worship Service
Sunday School
Discipleship Training
Worship Service

8:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service
7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years
(Daily) 512-478-6709

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
5900 Cameron Road
Austin, Texas 78723-1843
(512) 451-0808 (512) 302-4575 Fax
Web Site - www.themount.net

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed., 12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m .

“Ministries For Mankind” Luke 4:18

A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In“TheCentre”Bldg.F-157801N.LamarBlvd.(SECornerofNLamarand183)
AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.
For there is no greater love!

Church Services
SundaySchool
SundayWorship

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation
Websitewww.agapebcaustintx.com

Rev. H. Ed Calahan
Pastor

AMinistryThatMinisters

GlobalizingtheGospel
Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor
OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023
Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
“A Church with a Heart for The Community”
Senior Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School
Worship Service
•Power Hour Bible Life Group

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval
Austin, Texas 78727

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email:gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit: www.gracewaycca.org

side of hip-hop. That class
is anything but a feelgood, you-can-make-it-ifyou-try experience, however.
“You know the saying: ‘Once you see how the
sausage is made, you
might not wanna eat it, “‘
Wonder said. “Some of
the stuff is heartbreaking,
shows kids just how manufactured some artists are.
We know about it in the
industry, but we don’t
want to ruin the fantasy.
So we don’t talk about it
much around people who
aren’t in the game.”
But even though the
class is as likely to discourage as encourage anyone’s
dreams of a music career,
he’ll probably have a full
house.
“I try to show the ins
and outs of how the industry works,” Wonder said.
“That can be empowering,
or discouraging. It’s that
way with anything – music, movies, sports, the
media, whatever. It just
breaks down to how much
you’re willing to take. A lot
find out the hard way
they’re maybe not willing
to take as much as you
need to.”

GROCERY

Pastor J.R.Roberson &
First lady Lillian Robertson
(979)542-2784 Church
& (979) 540-6352 Hlme

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.
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YOUTH BRIGADE

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc

Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow
Another Amazing Thanksgiving
and my brother made a
german chocolate cake.
I wanted to know
more about the Thanksgiving holiday and its a national holiday celebrated
in the US, Canada and
some of the Carribean Islands. It began as a day of
giving thanks for the harvest and of the preceding
Montrae Nelson
year.
Four Points M. S.
Lastly, I had a great
Hello, Thanksgiving time at Mt Olive Baptist
was truly amazing this Church feeding the homeyear we actually cel- less and needy this past
ebrated a day early at our Thursday and it was great
house because my mom to see all of the Youth Brihad to work on Thanksgiv- gade there for a great
ing day. We bought all of cause. Thank you to Mrs.
the food on Wednesday Youngblood and Mr. Wyatt
the day before and we all for doing this every year,
agreed to each make a it really puts things in perdish. I made green beans spective for me. Thank you

Thanksgiving
the Macy’s parade. For
Thanksgiving all my siblings came together. We
played board games,
watched movies, went
shopping, and spent quality time together.
On Thanksgiving my
family and I woke up to
watch the Macy’s Thanksgiving parade to support
Manor High Schools
Cheerleaders as they were
performed with other choAlyssa James Winn
sen cheer squads. When
Manor H.S.
we went to my Nana’s
Thanksgiving is a tra- house I took pictures of
dition that people cel- my family on my polaroid
ebrate with family one camera. We also ate a big
time a year. Family mem- meal that my grandma
bers in the kitchen cook- made and hung out in the
ing, watching football or back yard.

Take the turkey, you turkey

Midterms

SaNaya White
Ann Richards
The next big upcoming school event is midterms. Every grade level
that takes a language
course is required to take
a midterm, meaning that I
have to take it. Also, because I am in algebra, I am
also required to take another midterm for my math
course. The grade I receive on my algebra midterm, starts my high
school grade point average (GPA). The reason for
this is because I am taking a high school class
even though I am in the 8th
grade and still in middle
school. I will be taking two

midterms this year and I
am doubling the amount
of studying I have to do in
order to pass this test while
still continuing to maintain
a great GPA. A midterm, is
an exam given in the
middle of an academic
term. Midterms assist in
letting teachers know
what needs to be taught,
practiced, and what topics
they can focus on more, or
longer. Exams are important and they’re a certain
amount of your average
grade. To practice for the
midterm, I was given a
study guide to review everything we’ve learned
over the period. The study
guide has 123 questions
and is due the day of the
test. I have been attempting and working on the
study guide but it is challenging. I practice and I
usually stress because I
overthink the questions. I
am a little nervous about
the test but I know that as
long as I attempt it and try
my best, I will have done
all that I could, which I plan
on being my best. Midterms, here I come!

Chance Hall
Del Valle High School
This thanksgiving
was an experience, to say
the very least. I had it at
my aunt’s house this year,
without either of my parents being present because I actually wanted to
have people below the
age of 40 around me.
Generally, this year
was a lot more exciting,
with a lot of moving parts
and energy to keep the
party going. The food was
still as good as it always
is, the football games
were still exciting (even

though that broken ankle
was nasty and had me
walking out of the room),
and I still will be a bad pool
player.
One of the best parts
of this dinner is when two
cousins of mine were arguing over who got a turkey leg, and my aunt said
she’d give it to the cousin
who complained about it
the least. This caused the
two to start trying to give
each other the leg to show
their generosity. It was the
most intense competition
of charity I had ever seen.
Sadly, it ended when one
of my cousins said, “Take
the turkey, you turkey!”
That being said, this
thanksgiving was one of
the more invigorating family gatherings I’ve been to,
and although I was super
tired afterwards, the time
I spent there was the
greatest time I’ve had in
Dallas.
And no one needs to
know I took most of the
ham in my to-go container.

Ira “T.J.” Williams
Cedar Ridge H. S.
This National Basketball Association (NBA) season has been full of surprises. Many players and
teams have greatly improved
during
the
offseason to become potential playoff contenders.
Teams such as the
Timberwolves, Sixers, and
Nuggets have made their
way from the bottom of
their conferences last season to become some of the
top seeds this season.
However one team, after a
shaky start, has surprised
the league and its fans for
their resilience and determination. This team is the
Boston Celtics.
The Boston Celtics
faced LeBron James and the
Cleveland Cavaliers for the
first game of the season on
October 17th, 2017. This
game featured a new looking Celtics team that had
just acquired former Cleveland point guard, Kyrie Irving, All-Star Gordon Hayward, and rookie sensation
Jayson Tatum over the
offseason. However, their
season did not start the way

they thought it would. In
the first quarter of the season opener, Gordon Hayward suffered a fracture to
his left ankle when going up
for a dunk. The injury was
gruesome and hard to
watch. The Celtics ended up
losing the game with a final
score of 102-99. The next
day, Boston lost to the Milwaukee Bucks with a final
score of 108-100. That’s
when the Celtics’ season
turned around.
After starting off the
season with a record of 0-2,
the Celtics went on a sixteen game winning streak
that lasted until November
22nd, 2017. During each
game, Boston demonstrated the range of skill
sets that each player brings
to the table. Jaylen Brown
rose from a doubtful young
player last season to one of
the top defenders and
playmakers on the team.
Kyrie Irving has also shown
that he is one of the top players in the league by averaging 23 points per game. The
Celtics have found ways to
defeat the league’s reigning
champions, the Golden
State Warriors, as well as
the young, athletic Milwaukee Bucks team.
Though their win
streak came to an end
against the Miami Heat on
November 22nd, the Celtics
have continued to dominate
the league. They pose a serious threat to the teams in
the Eastern Conference.
This could be the year that
a team in the east, other
than the Cavaliers, breaks
through in the playoffs to
appear in the NBA Finals.

Thanksgiving Bash!

Thanksgiving Travels

bands was at the
Mercedes-Benz
Superdome. There were
many people wearing
black and gold or blue and
gold clothes to show
Since I was sick my mom
which university they supmade me go to the doctor
ported. The battle began
and get the flu shot so that I
with the "Human Jukebox"
had less of a chance to getof Southern University
ting the flu, it hurt and made
greeting the fans. They
my arm really sore, so I did
Ava Roberts
played some songs and
not like it.
Pflugerville M.S.
told us about the official
Another thing that I
For Thanksgiving, my Human Jukebox, Louisiana
did not like was that since I
was sick my mom would not family traveled to Baton license plate. Then, they
let me volunteer at the Rouge. We visited our tossed playing of songs
church because she thought family and friends. My backward and forward
I was going to put germs on grandmother prepared her with the Grambling State
Joshua Moore
the food. I also did not like traditional Thanksgiving T iger Marching Band.
Manor New Tech M.S.
that I couldn't go to any of menu. We had plenty of Both bands played oldLast week was Thanks- my grandparents houses food to choose from and school hits and today’s Top
giving break. During that and celebrate Thanksgiving ate a lot! On Friday, we 40.
I enjoyed the battle!
time I got to play lots of cause I was sick and had to shopped at a few Black
video games while my stay at home. I loved that I Friday sales then went to If you have never gone to
brother went to work. A was still able to get some of New Orleans for the Battle a Bayou Classic event, you
few days before Thanksgiv- the food that my grandpar- of the Bands.
should consider attending
ing me and my dad got sick. ents made.
The Battle of the one soo

Thanksgiving Break

The Celtics

Kamryn Mack
Kipp Leadership Elem.
Hello, everyone! As
we all know Thanksgiving
was about a week ago. A
happy holiday it is. It’s a
holiday about family and
love. So, I thought I could
share my Thanksgiving
experience, as you may
have guessed. I hope you
enjoy my article!
First, I want to write
about the Thanksgiving
Parade on TV. I saw lot’s
of huge balloon characters like the red power
ranger, Charlie Brown,
Hello Kitty, and much
more. There was also lots
of floats with different
themes like Ronald Mc
Donald float. On the floats
were bands, singers, and
people with costumes.

Something that was really
good was the mood and
the energy. The music,
cheer, and even the bright
colors lightened the mood
and energy and that is really amazing. It was a
great way to start Thanksgiving.
Now, let’s write
about the next part of
Thanksgiving. The family,
love, and food. Some
people may say that food
brings people together
and in my opinion it’s true.
Especially on Thanksgiving! We have dressing,
cranberry sauce, turkey,
ham, greens, apple pie,
peach cobbler, rolls, sweet
potato pie, mac and
cheese, cake, egg rolls,
and chicken with seasoning! It’s a feast! The feast
also makes everyone in
the mood to talk over some
fabulous dressing . There
is so much love mixed into
the food!
Those are some joys
of Thanksgiving. I hope
you had an awesome
Thanksgiving and I hope
you enjoyed my article.
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Fahrenheit 451 Book Review Villager Youth Brigade Thanksgiving Outreach Project 2017

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.
Fahrenheit 451 is a
novel written in 1953 by
Ray Bradbury that is set in
future American society.
The citizens of this
America prefer watching
their four-screen televisions all day rather than
reading books, which
could potentially have offensive or demeaning content. The main character,
Guy Montag, is a fireman
who starts fires instead of
putting them out. He is
charged with finding the
troublesome books and
burning down houses that
contain them. One night,
he meets Clarisse, his new
neighbor, who thinks very
differently from everyone
else and makes him question his entire life. As expected, his questioning of
the basic ideologies of his
society creates many

problems for him.
Even though the
book is a work of fiction,
Fahrenheit 451 is prophetic. Ray Bradbury predicted that televisions
would get so big that they
could cover a whole living
room wall. It seems that
will likely happen soon, as
every year televisions
grow bigger. He also invented small devices that
one could stick in their ear
and listen to. People are
already using wireless
earbuds in present day,
which are very similar. Perhaps one day humans will
be able to access all their
needs with the push of a
button, and books won’t
be necessary anymore.
The world is still far from
becoming identical to the
world of Fahrenheit 451,
but it’s a lot closer than
you think. Fahrenheit 451
is a relatively fast-paced
book, although Bradbury
still slows down enough to
describe the settings poetically using many metaphors and other figurative
language. I feel that everyone should read the book
at least once in their life,
so that they can see the
value of thinking for oneself instead of going along
with what society expects
them to think.

Thanksgiving

the week there. Every year
we drive 20 hours to spend
time
with
my
grandmother’s side of the
family that I can only see
once a year, which is
Thanksgiving. When we
rent the house, it’s always
by the beach. Before
Thanksgiving all of us do
fun activities like go on the
Kevin Parish
beach, go bike riding and
Hendrickson H. S.
go to a lighthouse. When
This past Thanksgiv- Thanksgiving rolls around
ing week my family and I we usually have 20-35
went to South Carolina people come but this year
and Savannah, Georgia we had 50 people come
and we all stayed in both and join us for dinner and
states. We spent the week- everyone had fun, we
end at my Aunts house talked and laughed. I had
that lives in Savannah and a great time spending time
then we rented a big with my family and I can’t
house in Hilton Head, wait to go back again next
South Carolina and stayed year.

Thanksgiving
vest.

Jada Stone
Kealing M. S.
Thanksgiving Day is a
national holiday celebrated in Canada, the
United States, some of the
Caribbean islands, and
Liberia. It began as a day
of giving thanks for the
blessing of the harvest and
the preceding year. On the
fourth Thursday of November in the United
States, Thanksgiving is celebrated. In the U.S, the
modern Thanksgiving holiday tradition traced back
to the 1621 Plymouth celebration in present day
Massachusetts. The 1621
Plymouth feast and
Thanksgiving
was
prompted by a good har-

Before 1536 there
were 95 church holidays,
plus 52 Sundays when
people were required to
attend church. The question of where the first
Thanksgiving was held in
the United States has been
a subject of debate.
Thanksgiving has been celebrated on and off since
1789. Together with
Christmas and the New
Year’s holiday, Thanksgiving is a part of the broader
fall/winter holiday season
in the United States. The
first Thanksgiving was celebrated by the Pilgrims in
1621. This feast lasted
three days and was attended by 90 Native
Americans and 53 Pilgrims. On Thursday November 23, we will celebrate with a feast of Turkey, ham, stuffing, dressing cranberry sauce and all
the fixings including
pumpkin pie. It is a fun
time with friends and family. Remember it is not
about“getting thanks, it is
about giving thanks. That
is why it is called Thanksgiving.

The Nutcracker:
Suite Dreams
Friday, December 8, 2017 | 7:30 pm | 9:30 pm
Boyd Vance Theater | 1165 Angelina St

Holiday
was just last summer the
Batman and Superman
were enemies. I didn't like
seeing my favorite super
heroes at war with each
other. The Flash was sort
of different this time.
Wonder Woman was her
usual self. The "Cyborg"
really made it exciting. Yet
Superman was needed to
fly back and save the day.
The bad guy was called
"Steppenwolf". I was told
that Steppenworf was eiTyler Allen
ther an old song or the
Gus Garcia YMLA
Our "Thanksgiving" name of an old school
break is over. It was a very singer. Either way me and
busy time for me. I got to my three cousin had a
volunteer for our "Youth great. We must have ate a
Brigade" feed the home- ton of popcorn. Now
less day. I always enjoy Thanksgiving Day" was the
doing things like that. usual day stuffing yourself
There was a lot of help this with a lot of good food.
year. My cousin came to That Friday, I experience
visit that week. We had my first "Black Friday". I
good time. We went to the got to stand in line to get
movies to see "Justice a PS-4. The wait was well
League". It seems that it worth it.

Join us for the 5th annual presentation of The
Nutcracker: Suite Dreams. We never tire of making our story fresh and irresistible to our audience.
Come see what has made this ballet a family favorite, but with a new twist on the story.
Beginning in the here and now, Clara attends
a holiday party where she meets new characters
that will dance their way into your hearts. After
meeting a young man, William, at the party, she
falls asleep dreaming of the evening. In the dream
she is transported to the Land of the Sweets, but
the characters she encounters are very familiar. She

Thanksgiving Break

dance competition in Dallas. I got to walk around
and shop on my own there
at the Galleria Mall.My sister did a pretty good job at
the competition as well.
I also did a lot of
studying over the break,
you can never have
enough knowledge. I
cleaned my room completely. That means I took
all of the junk from my
drawers too. On ThanksKennedy George
giving I fed the homeless
Weiss High School
then when I went home I
My thanksgiving had a great Thanksgiving
break was productive, un- dinner.
like some other people. I
Sunday was also my
did a lot of studying, and sister's birthday, and we
chores. I was picked up hung out with my dad.This
early from school on Fri- week has been fun and
day to leave for my sisters productive.

My Eleventh Birthday

Ruby George
Riojas Elementary
My birthday started
out normal. I woke up on
November 26, 2017, and
groggy from sleep I remembered that it was my
day. I got out of bed and
got dressed for church.
When I went down stairs,
my parents greeted me
with a, “ Hey birthday
girl!”. I put on my shoes
and my mom said, “hurry
up. We have to go.” She
pointed to a brown paper
bag that had pink tissue
paper, and a white card

that had my name on it.
Inside was a bath bomb,
two books, a really pretty
sweater, a new bath
scrunchy, a bag of epsom
salt, ( because I told her I
was sore from dance ), and
a pair of spa gloves. In the
card was a target gift card
and a card that sings when
you put the cherry on top
of the sundae. When I got
back from church, me and
my sister were getting
ready to go to the mall. At
the mall, we went to
places like Hot Topic,
Rue21, Charlotte Russe,
and a lot of shoe stores.
When we were finished
my sister went home to do
school work, and I
watched Wonder. When I
got home I ate delicious
cake and took a hot
shower. This day was
amazing and that’s not
even half of the presents I
got! It went by so fast,
maybe soon someone will
invent a birthweek!

dances with her old friends and the special new
friend who is her Prince in the dream until she
awakens back in the present.
As in her dream, the audience will enjoy the
familiar melded with the contemporary. The beautiful music of Tchaikovsky provides the perfect
backdrop for classical ballet reminiscent of the traditional ballet performed since 1892. The melodically contagious motifs of the classical guitar inspire innovative, modern movement and contemporary balletic themes. Woven together through
the characters, this story has something for everyone. Come see how Austin Metamorphosis Dance
Ensemble is changing the world of dance one
dancer at a time.
This project is supported in part by the Cultural Arts Division of the City of Austin Economic
Development Department.
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Overcomers’ Ministry Donates Turkeys to Central Texans
by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon
Villager Columnist

Over the years,
GVMC has been a part of
the Central Texas Area
community. Just like any
good neighbor, GVMC decided to donate turkeys to
a local nonprofit that
works with refugee for the
Thanksgiving celebration.
Moreover, the nonprofit
works with recent immigrant to the United States.
Just like the pilgrim who
came to the US for a better opportunity, these recent immigrants are doing
the same. According to
one called Jean, “It was an
opportunity for the

church to reach out to the
community and to help
our neighbors in Central
Texas.”
The Overcomers’
Ministry (GVMC) recently
moved to Austin in order
to expand its Outreach
Ministry to a growing African Diaspora and to
other communities in the
area. Over the years, Austin and Central Texas have
seen a dramatic population increase from the African Diaspora Community. As the African
Diaspora increases so, will
there be an increase in the
cultural and social aspects
of this community. Moreover, moving to Austin
was a strategic move that

Pictured left to right: Pastor Ibalo, Jennifer, and Ozi.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Judge Yvonne Williams
Files for Re-election

Garry Brown Announces
Run for Governor

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon
Villager Columnist

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon
Villager Columnist

In 2008, Judge Williams was elected as Judge
of the Travis County Precinct 1 J.P. Upon election,
she began to revolutionize
the truancy aspect of the
court. She and the rest of
the staff established a truancy program that sought
to help the students and
the families involved in the
truancy court. Furthermore, Judge Yvonne Williams has been diligent to
make the local court system work, so that the “taxpayers” can save money
while providing good services to them.
Judge Yvonne Williams can be described as
the “Neighbor who lives
down the street.” Judge
Yvonne Williams tries to
understand the issues of
those who appear before
the courts. She is emphatic
to the person who is being
evicted and also to the
small business owners
who need the “rent
money” in order to pay
their bills. Moreover, she
“agonizes over the mean-

Just recently, Garry
Brown announced his
intention to run for Governor of Texas. Garry
Brown is an individual
who is very engaged in
Texas politics. Moreover, Garry Brown has
managed to tie his educational background
with politics. According
to Garry Brown, “my
twelve years of experience as a preschool
teacher provided him
with direct, personal insight into the institutional failures and
unique challenges that
face our great state.”
Moreover, Garry
Brown has decided to
run for Governor due to
the fact that current
State government is failing the population. According to Garry Brown,
“ my background in
education, along with
his experience taking
care of family members
who are underserved by
the state and local gov-

Judge Williams filling for Reelection.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
ing of true justice”, so that
she would never be in a
position to “pervert it.”
Just recently, Judge
Williams has filed for reelection. So far, she has
not drawn a challenger in
the Democratic Party Pri-

maries. However, she understands the need to run
a campaign for this position. Consequently, the
campaign plans are to hold
meetings and to talk with
the voters who live within
Precinct I.

Barbara's Book Bag
“Ways of Grace”
by James Blake

Barbara Williams
The author of this
inspiring book retired as
a professional Tennis
player in 2013. He was
ranked number 4 in the
world in Tennis when
he retired. After retirement, Blake became the
President of the U.S.
Tennis Association.
In 2015, Blake was
standing in front of a
New York City Hotel
preparing to go to the U.
S. Open Tennis Match
when he was tackled,
body slammed and
handcuffed by a policeman in a case of “mistaken Identity.” This

Book is about how Blake
used this incident as an
opportunity to raise
awareness of racial profiling. He also tell stories
of Activism, Adversity
and How Sports can
Bring us Together.
In addition to discussing his ordeal as a
person and as an athlete,
Blake gives a look at
how other athletes have
used their voices to advocate for what’s right
in spite of the consequences. He tells how
Trailblazers, in sports,
have continually played
vital roles in furthering
causes of social justice as
well overcoming their
own personal adversities. There are stories of
positive activism and
adversity faced by Ve-

has paid off due to the fact
that they have seen a
great response from the
local African Diaspora
Community.
Over a period of
time, the church started to
grow at a faster rate and
thus decided to move into
a larger rental building.
Now, GVMC is located at
7801 N. Lamar BLVD Suite
125 in Austin. GVMC currently holds on Fridays
from 7:10 pm -90:00pm
and a Worship Service on
Sundays from 10:00am12:00pm. Moreover, the
GVMC (Overcomers’ Ministry) is led by Stephanie
N’Cho while Apostle Guy
Tanoh is the general overseer of all the churches.

nus and Serena Williams, Billie Jean King,
John Carlos and others.
There are lots of positive
stories about how athletes have helped to
bridge gaps not only in
sports; but also gender
gaps, religious gaps and
financial gaps.
This is an insightful
book. It is well written
and easy to read. It is
inspiring and suggest
how sports can bring us
together. I recommend
this book for any age
group whether you are
a Tennis player or fan,
sports enthusiast, History buff, male or female, young or not. It is
one of the books you
will probably read more
than
once.
Rating:4.5

Suspect
Arrested
after Texas
Trooper
Killed on
the Job
by: The Associated Press

FAIRFIELD, Texas
(AP) — A Texas state
trooper was shot and
killed during a Thanksgiving traffic stop in East
Texas.
The Texas Department of Public Safety released a statement on its
Twitter account Thursday
night identifying the
trooper as Damon Allen,
41. DPS said Allen joined
the department in 2002
and was married with
three children.
The agency also said
it will file capital murder
charges against Dabrett
Black, 32, of Lindale, Texas.
Allen was shot and

Garry Brown
ernment, inspired him
to turn his sights to
Texas politics.
Unlike other politicians Garry Brown
has been able to combine his background in
education with his political background.
Over the years, Garry
Brown has worked on

issues on both at the
county and Congressional level. For instance, he served as a
Congressional Aide for
Congressman Lloyd
Doggett.
Consequently, he wants to
utilize his experience
to make a difference in
the lives of Texans.

Dabrett Black (Courtesy Photo)
killed before 4 p.m. Thursday during a traffic stop on
Interstate 45 near
Fairfield, about 90 miles
(145 kilometers) south of
Dallas, according to DPS.
The department said Allen
was shot with a rifle and
died at the scene. The suspect then fled.
Hours after the
shooting, the Waller
County Sheriff’s Office said
the suspect’s vehicle was
spotted in Hempstead,
about 110 miles (177 kilometers) south of Fairfield.
The sheriff’s office said on
its Facebook page that
shots were fired, but did
not indicate who opened
fire.
Black was apprehended a short time later.
The Department of Public

Safety said he’s being
treated for non-life-threatening injuries.
KYTX-TV reported in
July that Black was
charged with evading arrest, reckless driving and
aggravated assault against
a public servant following
a police chase in Smith
County.
Several Texas officials
reacted to Allen’s death. In
a tweet, U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz
offered “prayers for the
family and loved ones” of
the trooper.
Texas Gov. Greg
Abbott called Allen’s
shooting death a “heinous
crime” in a statement
Thursday. Abbott also expressed his “most sincere
condolences” to the
trooper’s family.
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led her colleagues at the
all-female school in Atlanta, Ga., on a hunger
strike to change a policy
that hinders them from
assisting classmates that
do not have enough to eat.
Hector, who also serves as
the National Youth Director of the National Action
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 Network, said the strike’s
don’t care.
purpose was to allow stuWell, I beg to differ. dents to transfer portions
Activism is alive – and well of their on-campus meal
– on HBCU campuses plans to fellow students in
across the country. Let need of food. Dozens of
me tell you about Spelman students, including some
junior Mary-Pat Hector from all-male Morehouse
who this past November College, a Historically

Today’s HBCU
students combine
youthful idealism
with technical
savvy to speak up
and make their
voices heard

Black College also in Atlanta, subsisted for several
days on liquids and vitamins to bring attention to
a problem that persists on
many if not all campuses
throughout the United
States.
As an HBCU alum, it
is exciting to see students
organized and engaged to
make America a better
place for future generations. Across the country,
HBCU students made their
voices heard in 2017 on a
variety of issues that directly affect them and
their campuses. Perhaps

the most notable HBCU
protest of 2017, students
at Bethune-Cookman
University (Daytona
Beach, FL) voiced their
displeasure with the selection of Secretary of
Education Betsy DeVos as
their commencement
speaker. When the university declined to replace her as their
speaker, several hundred
stood and walked out
during her address. A
few weeks later, U.S.
Senator John Cornyn canceled his commencement address at Texas

The minimum penalty for not having
insurance when mandated to do so is
$695, and it can be much higher
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
many of our neighbors—and this word
must be spreading, because we have strong
enrollment numbers this
year despite the political
noise.
Some developments are worth noting:
President Trump cut the
enrollment period in half,
slashed 90 percent of
public promotion funding
that helps inform families about this opportunity, and eliminated 40
percent of the funding
for those who help
people navigate through
the plan selection process. Folks have less
time, less help, and less
information to study and
sign up for the most appropriate plan. This
Scrooge-like cruelty will
mean more families risk
bankruptcy if surprised
by a catastrophic accident or diagnosis.
But amidst this
heartless obstruction-

ism, there is some good
news. Like last year, 8
out of 10 Marketplace
consumers are expected to qualify for substantial tax credits. Under the ACA, when premiums increase, your
tax credits also go up,
likely keeping your premiums in a similar
range. Many can still
find plan options with
premiums between $50
and $100 a month.
Some states are
trying to fill the information gap. California is
spending $111 million to
help get its residents insured. Texas, sadly, is
doing nothing— despite
the fact that Texas has
the highest percentage
of uninsured residents in
the Nation.
With these barriers,
we have to do even
more locally to ensure
that our neighbors know
how to sign up. Local
groups, like Insure Cen-

tral Texas, are available
and stepping up to help
you research plans, networks, and formularies
to make it easier to figure out what plan works
best for your needs. You
can find a local enrollment assistance group
by contacting my office
or
at
localhelp.healthcare.gov
to help you get your application in and pick the
plan that’s right for you.
Texans may sign up
through
the
healthcare.gov website.
Even if you have a plan
already, you might have
more or different options
in 2018—it is still worth
a visit to compare your
choices. And if you do
not have health insurance, open enrollment is
the time to get it. If you
experience a medical
emergency, insurance
brings financial security.
Even if you do not have
an emergency, it brings

Flint, Michigan Councilman
Sentenced for Pawning Laptop

FLINT, MI (AP)
— A Michigan city
council member accused of pawning
his publicly owned
laptop nine times
has been ordered to
pay $300 and put in
a week’s worth of
service on a sheriff’s
work detail.
Flint Councilman Eric Mays
learned his punishment on Monday after pleading no contest in August to
misdemeanor willful neglect of duty.
The Flint Journal reports
Genesee
County
District
Court Judge William
H. Crawford II said
the
councilman
should focus on “regaining the public’s
trust.”
Mays told the
judge he “wishes the

FILE – In this Aug. 23, 2017 file photo, Flint
City Councilman Eric Mays looks over paperwork before Judge William H. Crawford arraigns
him in Genesee District Court, in Flint, Mich.
(Jake May/The Flint Journal-MLive.com via AP,
File)

whole thing had not
happened,” but that
he’s ready to move
forward. Mays was
re-elected
this
month.
Police say Mays

pawned his laptop
computer for a $100
loan on nine occasions over two years.
He last got the
laptop back in May
by paying $116.

peace of mind.
With so many trying
to keep you from getting
covered, do not take that
right away from yourself
by failing to sign up.
There is another downside, beside loss of financial security, for failing to exercise your
rights: the IRS will reject
your tax return if you fail
to provide proof of insurance. The minimum
penalty for not having
insurance when mandated to do so is $695,
and it can be much
higher.
Politics in Washington should not keep you
from getting covered in
Texas. We fought
hard—and are continuing to fight hard—to
keep the benefits of the
Affordable Care Act.
During open enrollment
this year, from now until
December 15, make the
most important choice
you may make this year.
Sign up!
Austin Community College
District is soliciting proposals from
firms to provide for Student
Coaching Services. Request for
Proposals (RFP) No 952-18004SM.
All proposals must be submitted to
the ACC Purchasing Department by
no later than Thursday, December
14, 2017, at 2:00 p.m., CST.
Solicitation packages will be
available on the ACC Purchasing
website at http://www.austincc .edu/
offices/purchasing/advertisedsolicitations or in the ACC
Purchasing Office with advance
notice at (512) 223-1044 between
the hours of 9AM and 4 PM CST,
Monday through Friday.
All responses must be sealed and
returned to the ACC Purchasing
Office, ACC Service Center, 9101
Tuscany Way, Austin, Texas 78754,
by the date and time indicated
above. Electronically transmitted
responses will NOT be accepted
unless otherwise stated in the
documents. Pre-Proposal meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, November
28, 2017 at 9:00am at ACC
Highland Campus HLC4-1130.02.
Note: ACC Business Offices and
Campus locations will be closed for
the Thanksgiving Holiday on
November 23rd and 24th
Integral Care is currently soliciting
proposals through a Request for
Proposals (RFP) process for an
Electronic Health Record System.
RFPs may be sent electronically, by
contacting Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@integralcare.org
beginning November 20, 2017. The
deadline to submit a proposal under
the RFP is 4 p.m. CST on January
19, 2018. Historically Underutilized
Businesses, including MinorityOwned Businesses and WomenOwned Businesses, are encouraged
to apply.

Southern University after
several students complained of his support for
voter identification laws
and his vote for the confirmation of current Attorney General Jeff Sessions.
It’s both admirable
and encouraging to see
today’s HBCU students
placing themselves in
dialogues about change.
As was done by previous
generations, these students are not waiting for
policymakers or CEOs or
other civic leaders to address issues that have
long been ignored.
Morehouse alum Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., is
frequently quoted saying, “Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere” and HBCU
students always have
and now are exemplify-

ing this mantra. In 1960,
students from North Carolina A & T University
(Greensboro, NC) staged
sit-ins at a local Woolworth
to protest the store’s segregated lunch counters. Also
in 1960, Shaw University
(Raleigh, NC) was the site of
the first meeting of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. In 2004
and 2008, students from
Prairie View A & M University (Prairie View, TX)
marched for recognition of
their voting eligibility as
well as the ability to cast
their votes on campus.
On #GivingTuesday,
please take the time to
show your support for
these students and their institutions. To learn more
about HBCUs and their students,
please
visit
w w w.To m J o y n e r
Foundation.org.

Austin Commercial, Construction Manager-At-Risk, will
be soliciting proposals from subcontractors and material
suppliers for the construction of ABIA Parking Garage and
Administration Offices, Austin Bergstrom International Airport
(ABIA), Solicitation Number CLMA018 / CIPID#6001.114.
Proposal Package 2 consists of Construction of Parking Garage:
Precast, Masonry, Stone, Steel, High-Pressure Laminate Panels,
Waterproofing, Fireproofing, Doors, Frames, and Hardware,
Paint, Space by Space Detection, Plumbing/HVAC, Fire
Protection, Electrical, Solar, Telecom, and Striping. The Proposal
Package will be available May 10, 2017 at Dynamic
Reprographics, Located at 817 W. 12th Street Austin, Texas
78701,
Ph:
(512)474-8842,
Email:
digital@dynamicreprographics.com AND
https://
austinindustries.sharefile.com/d-sc44d282b18149229. Preproposal Conference will be held 2:00 PM, May 17, 2017 at
Department of Aviation, Room 174 2716 Spirit of Texas Drive
Austin, Texas 78719. Austin Commercial will accept proposals
for this package May 31, 2017 at 1:00 PM at our office, Attn:
ABIA Garage and Admin Bids, 1301 South MoPac Expressway,
Suite 310 Austin, Texas 78746. All proposals must be delivered
as sealed hard copies. Proposal Selection will be on a best value
basis. ALL CITY OF AUSTIN MINORITY AND WOMEN
OWNED BUSINESSES (MBE/WBEs) ARE ENCOURAGED
TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS. The Project’s Goals are: African
American 1.15%, Hispanic 2.56%, Asian/Native American
0.61%, WBE 1.97%. We encourage and actively solicit
proposals from MBE/WBEs. Austin Commercial is available
at (512) 306-9880 or Fax (512) 306-1180

No Investment necessary!
Operate a Stand in your area! December
20th - January 1st . Must be 21 years old
or older and must have a travel trailer, RV
or pop-up camper to stay on site. If you
possess organizational skills, a desire to
succeed in a small business setting, then
we have a great opportunity for you to generate GREAT money over a relatively short
period of time. Call TODAY to see if you
and your group qualify ! (512) 303-4438
or (800) 274-4912 Or email
info@buyamericanfireworks.com Or Stop
by our office at 1315 HWY 71 W,
BASTROP, TX 78602 to meet us in person.

Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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THE DISPATCH

24-Year-Old Man Arrested
in Tampa Serial Killings
by: The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. (AP)
— Police arrested a
man late Tuesday and
said they will charge
him with murder in a
string of killings that
have terrorized a
neighborhood of
Tampa.
Tampa Police
Chief Brian Dugan announced at a news
conference
that
Howell
Emanuel
Donaldson, 24, would
be charged with four
counts of first degree
murder.
Police detained
Donaldson earlier
Tuesday after a tip
that he had a gun at a
McDonald’s restaurant.
Residents and
police had been on
edge since Oct. 9,
when 22-year-old
Benjamin Mitchell
was shot to death.
Two days later, 32year-old
Monica
Hoffa, was slain. And
on Oct. 19, Anthony
Naiboa, 20, was killed
after taking the
wrong bus home
from his new job. On

www.theaustinvillager.com

NBC FIRES LAUER FOR “SEXUAL MISCONDUCT”
NBC has fired its leading news anchor, Matt Lauer after a
co-worker accused him of "inappropriate sexual behavior." The
studio's president, Andrew Lack, sent out an official statement
to the employees this morning saying the allegations against
Matt “represented, after serious review, a clear violation of
our company’s standards. As a result, we’ve decided to terminate his employment. (Courtesy Chantilly Post-Noam Galai/WireImage)

Trump’s ‘Pocahontas’ Jab at
Navajo Event Draws Blowback
by: Felicia Fonseca and Laurie Kellman | Associated Press

This undated photo provided by the Tampa
Police Department shows Howell Emanuel
Donaldson. Police in Tampa say they have arrested, Donaldson, 24, and will charge him with
murder in a string of recent homicides. Tampa
Police Chief Brian Dugan says Donaldson will
be charged with four counts of first degree murder in connection with deaths in the Seminole
Heights neighborhood. (Tampa Police Department via AP)

Nov. 14, 60-year-old
Ronald Felton was
killed.
All of the October
victims were either
getting on or off a city
bus, or were at a bus
stop when they were
shot, police said.
Dugan said the

department had received more than
5,000 tips. He
thanked those who
called in the tip that
led to Donaldson’s
arrest. No further information was provided
about
Donaldson.

President Donald Trump, right, meets with Navajo Code Talkers Peter
MacDonald, center, and Thomas Begay, left, in the Oval Office of the White
House in Washington, Monday, Nov. 27, 2017. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
FLAGSTAFF, AZ (AP)
— Families of Native
American war veterans
and politicians of both
major parties are criticizing President Donald
Trump for using a White
House event honoring Navajo Code Talkers to take a
political jab at a Democratic senator he has nicknamed “Pocahontas.”
The Republican president on Monday turned to
the name he often deployed for Massachusetts
Sen. Elizabeth Warren during the 2016 presidential
campaign to mock her
claims about being part
Native American. He told
the three Navajo Code
Talkers on stage that he
had affection for them
that he doesn’t have for
her.
“It was uncalled for,”
said Marty Thompson,
whose great-uncle was a
Navajo Code Talker. “He
can say what he wants
when he’s out doing his
presidential business
among his people, but
when it comes to honoring
veterans or any kind of
people, he needs to grow
up and quit saying things
like that.”
Pocahontas is wellknown as a Disney princess but less so for the sacrifices she made to save
her people from British
forces in the 1600s in
present-day Virginia, descendants of her tribal
community say. Whether
Trump’s remark constitutes a racial slur depends
on who you ask, but most
critics agree it was inappropriate.
Warren said Trump’s
repeated references to her
as “Pocahontas” will not
keep her from speaking out.
“Now he seems to
think that that’s somehow
going to shut me up,
maybe keep me from talking about the consumer
agency today,” Warren
said Tuesday after a protest outside the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau. “Or keep me from

talking about the tax bill
that would favor giant corporations instead of working families.”
“He’s wrong. It’s not
going to make any difference,” Warren said.
All he “had to do was
make it through the ceremony,” she said. “But
that wasn’t possible for
Donald Trump. He had to
throw in a racial slur.”
White House spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee
Sanders, said Monday that
she didn’t believe the remark was a racial slur and
that “was certainly not the
president’s intent.”
Trump made the
comment as he stood near
a portrait of President Andrew Jackson, which he
hung in the Oval Office in
January. Trump admires
Jackson’s populism. But
Jackson is an unpopular
figure in Indian Country
because he oversaw the
forced removal of American Indians from their
southern homelands.
The Navajo Nation
suggested Trump’s remark
was an example of “cultural insensitivity,” and
they resolved to stay out
of the “ongoing feud between the senator and
President Trump.”
“All tribal nations still
battle insensitive references to our people. The
prejudice that Native
American people face is an
unfortunate historical
legacy,” Navajo Nation
President Russell Begaye
said in a statement.
Still, Begaye and relatives of Navajo Code Talkers said they’re honored
the story of the men recruited from the vast
Southwest reservation to
become Marines could be
told on a national stage.
Peter MacDonald, a
former Navajo chairman
and trained Code Talker,
who stood beside Trump,
also took the opportunity
to ask for support for a
Navajo Code Talker museum. Trump obliged.
Michael Smith, a Ma-

rine whose father was a
Code Talker, said most of
the Code Talkers would be
skeptical about going to
the White House because
it could be construed to
mean they support a political cause.
“So, why did they go?
Why were they there?
He’s putting them in the
Oval Office to say ‘You did
a good job, and say hi to
Pocahontas?’” Smith said.
“ They should be taken
care of as heroes, not as
pawns.”
Michael Nez, whose
father helped develop the
code based on the Navajo
language, said his father
would have been upset to
hear
Trump’s
“Pocahontas” comment.
But, as other Code Talker
relatives said, his father
was taught to respect the
president as the commander in chief.
“It’s too bad he does
put his foot in his mouth,”
Nez said. “Why he does it?
I don’t know.”
The president has
long feuded with Warren,
an outspoken Wall Street
critic who leveled blistering attacks on Trump during the campaign. Trump
seized on questions about
Warren’s heritage, which
surfaced during her 2012
Senate race challenging
incumbent Republican
Sen. Scott Brown.
Warren says her parents told her of the Native
American connection and
she listed herself with that
heritage in law school directories to meet others
with similar backgrounds.
“Our nation owes a
debt of gratitude to the
Navajo Code Talkers,
whose bravery, skill & tenacity helped secure our
decisive victory over tyranny & oppression during
WWII,” Arizona Republican Sen. John McCain, a
decorated veteran of the
Vietnam War, tweeted
Tuesday. “Politicizing
these genuine American
heroes is an insult to their
sacrifice.”

