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Juneteenth 2017 Reprise
by Angela Wyatt

Villager Columnist

AUSTIN, TX -
Austin Residents Turn-
out for 87th Annual
Juneteenth Jubilee.
Juneteenth, also known
as Juneteenth Indepen-
dence Day or Freedom
Day, is the oldest na-
tional holiday that com-
memorates the June 19,
1865 announcement of
the abolition of slavery
in Texas; federal troops
arrived in Galveston to
declare Texas slaves
free, more than two
years after President
Abraham Lincoln’s
Emancipation Procla-
mation.

This year’s Festivi-
ties began with our an-
nual Green & Clean
Neighborhood Project;
2017 Miss Juneteenth
Pageant Program; 2K
Emancipation Run/
Walk; and lastly, the
Annual Juneteenth
Emancipation Parade
and Park festival.  Small
businesses to world

wide corporations were
among local musicians,
bands, car clubs and
non-profit organiza-
tions who participated
in making this event a
success.

It’s truly empower-
ing and admirable see-
ing year after year; this
celebration bringing to-
gether people of various
nationalities and  faiths
to remember what free-

dom has brought and
the work to be done.

Thanks and appre-
ciation to Austin’s excep-
tional Juneteenth com-
mittee, G.E.A.Y.A.
(Greater East Austin
Youth Association),
which consists of volun-
teers from businesses,
nonprofits, community
leaders and political offi-
cials, who put in time and
dedication year after year

to promote, enhance and
continue the growth of
this significant festivity.
G.E.A.Y.A.’s mission is
to create diversity and
cultural awareness
about African American
history through events,
educational programs
and individual projects
as well as keep our
youth excited about
their background and
history of ancestors.

2017 Greater East Austin Youth Association Miss Juneteenth Winners

Pflugerville
residents

host exclusive
freedom day gala.

See JUNETEENTH
Page 4

HACA to leverage
financial incentives

in jobs plus program.
See GRANT

Page 2

Community leader
launches her dream
job in East Austin.
See ALTATUDES

Page 3

Now is the
time to get
involved!!

  We must first
congratulate the Greater
East Austin Youth Assoc-
iation (GEAYA) for their
work in coordinating a
number of activities for the
celebration of JUNE-
TEENTH.  The celebration
could not be more needed
than it is today. With the
mood of the country going
back to a very divisive
period, it is more important
than ever for minority
communities to be stronger
than ever.
     Each year we hear a lot
of complaints about some
of the activities of the
celebration, before and
after the planned events.
And this year is no
exception. But, if we truly
want to be helpful with this
celebration, now is the
time to get involved.
Because this is an annual
celebration, it takes
months of planning to
make these arrangements.
I am sure that GEAYA
would welcome your
input.
     We should be aware
that JUNETEENTH is the
oldest celebration in the
country dedicated to the
freedom of the slaves in
America. Texas was the
last state to get the
information, but African
Americans have been cele-
brating that day as a
holiday since June 19,
1865. Today it is a state
holiday in several states
and it seems to be gaining
support to become a
national holiday.
    With African Americans
moving from East Austin to
surrounding communities, it
may be helpful to create a
committee that includes
representation from other
surrounding communities.
To make the celebration in
Austin more representative
of the entire area, everyone
should have a seat at the
table. We must include
input from the younger
generation that is anxious
to help.
     Now is the time to start
working on making the
2018 JUNETEENTH
celebration the biggest and
best in the country.



Page 2 ~ THE VILLAGER/June 23, 2017                             THE COMMUNIQUÉ                                      www.theaustinvillager.com

Austin’s Jobs Plus
Receives Grant from Texas

Capital Bank to Help
Public Housing Residents
With Money Management

The Housing Authority of the City of Austin (HACA)
today (June 14) was presented with a generous grant
from Texas Capital Bank that will bring needed money
management training to participants in HACA’s Jobs Plus
ATX program.

“This grant from the Texas Capital Bank is a won-
derful opportunity for HACA to leverage the financial
incentives available to residents through Jobs Plus,” said
Jobs Plus ATX Project Director Barbara Jackson. “We
will now be better able to help residents use their new
earnings to set and achieve their personal and house-
hold financial goals.”

Jobs Plus ATX is a four-year U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development pilot program that
connects residents at HACA’s Booker T. Washington
Terraces and Chalmers Courts public housing proper-
ties with workforce resources. The program is designed
to help increase earned income and enhance employ-
ment outcomes.

A unique feature of Jobs Plus ATX allows partici-
pants to freeze their rent amount while their earnings
increase. For many Jobs Plus participants, this may be
the first time they will have access to discretionary
funds, but with limited background on how to manage
their money to facilitate and promote selfsufficiency.

The $10,000 grant from Texas Capital Bank will
be used to contract with local organizations like Austin’s

Economic Growth Business Incubator to give resi-
dents access to onsite tailored financial literacy ser-
vices including credit counseling, debt reduction and
money management during flexible hours. Funds will
also be used to purchase financial literacy software
for Booker T. Washington Terraces and Chalmers
Courts computer labs, offering residents the ability
to continuously refresh their financial literacy skills
and learning.

“Texas Capital Bank is proud to invest in programs
like this that provide financial literacy learning oppor-
tunities for residents onsite,” said Effie Dennison, Se-
nior Vice President and Director of Community Devel-
opment and Corporate Social Responsibility for Texas
Capital Bank. “This program will not only help residents
learn financial management skills, but enhance their

job opportunities to reach their goal of financial inde-
pendence.”

Jobs Plus ATX has exceeded its first-year goals for
engagement, employment and participation in the
program’s financial incentive. To date, 113 families have
gone to work or increased their income, resulting in
$183,176 in saved rent payments. In addition, 141 indi-
viduals have started new employment since the Jobs
Plus ATX program began on July 1, 2016.

Established in 1937, the Housing Authority of the
City of Austin is a public agency whose mission is to
cultivate sustainable affordable housing communities
and partnerships that inspire self reliance, growth and
optimism. For more information, visit our newly de-
signed website at: www.hacanet.org, or find us on Twit-
ter @hacanet.

Minnesota Officer
Acquitted in Fatal

Shooting of
Philando Castile

In this July 25, 2016, file photo, a memorial including a photo of Philando
Castile (left) adorns the gate to the governor’s residence in St. Paul, Minn.,
protesting the July 6, 2016 shooting death of Castile by St. Anthony police
officer Jeronimo Yanez. (AP Photo/Jim Mone, File). In this May 30, 2017, file
photo, St. Anthony police officer Jeronimo Yanez (right) stands outside the
Ramsey County Courthouse while waiting for a ride in St. Paul, Minn. (David
Joles/Star Tribune via AP, File).

by: Steve Karnowski and Amy Forliti
Associated Press

PAUL, Minn. (AP) —
A Minnesota police officer
was acquitted of man-
slaughter Friday in the fa-
tal shooting of Philando
Castile, a Black motorist
whose girlfriend
streamed  the aftermath
live on Facebook.

Jeronimo Yanez was
also cleared of two lesser
charges in the July traffic
stop in a St. Paul suburb.
Jurors deliberated for about
29 hours over five days be-
fore reaching the verdict in
the death of Castile, who
was shot just seconds after
informing Yanez that he was
carrying a gun.

Yanez, who is Latino,
testified that Castile was
pulling his gun out of his
pocket despite his com-
mands not to do so. The
defense also argued
Castile was high on mari-
juana and said that af-
fected his actions.

Castile had a permit
for the weapon, and pros-
ecutors questioned
whether Yanez ever saw it.
They argued that the of-
ficer overreacted and that
Castile was not a threat.

Castile’s shooting
was among a string of kill-
ings of Black people by
police around the U.S., and
the livestreaming of its af-
termath by Castile’s girl-
friend, Diamond Reynolds,
attracted even more atten-
tion. The public outcry in-
cluded protests in Minne-
sota that shut down high-
ways and surrounded the
governor ’s mansion.
Castile’s family claimed he
was profiled because of
his race, and the shooting
renewed concerns about
how police officers inter-
act with minorities. Minne-
sota Democratic Gov.
Mark Dayton also weighed
in, saying he did not think
the shooting would have
happened if Castile had
been White.

Castile’s family re-
acted angrily to the ver-
dict. His mother, Valerie
Castile, stood and swore
when it was read. His sis-
ter and others sobbed
loudly. Family members
immediately tried to leave
the courtroom, and did so
after security officers
briefly barred their way.

Yanez was charged
with second-degree man-
slaughter, punishable by
up to 10 years in prison,
though sentencing guide-
lines suggest around four
years is more likely. He
also faced two lesser
counts of endangering
Castile’s girlfriend and her
then-4-year-old daughter
for firing his gun into the
car near them.

The jury got the case
Monday, after just five
days of testimony, evi-
dence and arguments. The
12-member jury included
two Blacks. The rest were
White. None was Latino.

Yanez testified that
he stopped Castile in the
St. Paul suburb of Falcon
Heights because he
thought the 32-year-old
elementary school cafete-
ria worker looked like one

of two men who had
robbed a nearby conve-
nience store a few days
earlier. Castile’s car had a
faulty brake light, giving
the 29-year-old officer a
legally sufficient pretext
for pulling him over, sev-
eral experts testified.

Squad-car video
played repeatedly for the
jury shows a wide view of
the traffic stop and the
shooting, with the camera
pointed toward Castile’s
car. While it captures what
was said between the two
men and shows Yanez fir-
ing into the vehicle, it does
not show what happened
inside the car or what
Yanez might have seen.

The video shows the
situation escalated
quickly, with Yanez shoot-
ing Castile just seconds
after Castile volunteered,

“Sir, I have to tell you, I do
have a firearm on me.”
Five of the officer’s seven
shots struck Castile. Wit-
nesses testified that the
gun was in a pocket of
Castile’s shorts when
paramedics removed him
from his vehicle.

Prosecutors called
several witnesses to try to
show that Yanez never saw
the gun and acted reck-
lessly and unreasonably.
But defense attorneys
called their own witnesses
to back up Yanez’s claim
that he saw Castile pulling
the gun and that Yanez
was right to shoot.

After shooting
Castile, Yanez is heard on
the squad-car video telling
a supervisor variously that
he didn’t know where
Castile’s gun was, then
that he told Castile to get

his hand off it. Yanez testi-
fied, “What I meant by that
was I didn’t know where the
gun was up until I saw it in
his right thigh area.”

He said he clearly saw
a gun and that Castile ig-
nored his commands to stop
pulling it out of his pocket.
His voice choked with emo-
tion as he talked of being
“scared to death” and
thinking of his wife and baby
daughter in the split-second
before he fired.

Prosecutors argued
that Yanez could have
taken lesser steps, such as
asking to see Castile’s
hands or asking where the
gun was. After Castile told
the officer he had the gun,
Yanez told Castile, “OK,
don’t reach for it then,”
and, “Don’t pull it out.”

On the squad-car
video, Castile can be heard
saying, “I’m not pulling it
out,” as Yanez opened fire.
Prosecutors said Castile’s
last words were, “I wasn’t
reaching for it.”

Reynolds testified that
she began recording the
shooting’s aftermath be-
cause she feared for her life
and wanted to make sure the
truth was known. Defense
attorneys pointed to incon-
sistencies in several of her
statements.

Defense attorneys
also argued that Castile
was high on marijuana and
said that affected his be-
havior. But a prosecution
expert testified there’s no
way to tell when Castile
last smoked marijuana or
whether he was high.

Inmate Death Under
Investigation

 TRAVIS CO. - In
the morning hours of
June 19, 2017, inmate
HERMAN TITUS, 21
of Austin was trans-
ported by EMS to
South Austin Hospi-
tal in critical condi-
tion and died shortly
after arrival.

Detectives with
the Internal Affairs
and Major Crimes
units of the Travis

County Sheriff’s Of-
fice are actively in-
vestigating. Evidence
collected thus far does
not suggest foul play
was involved in
Titus’s death.

Due to the recent
passage of the Sandra
Bland Act, TCSO has
requested the Texas
Rangers conduct an
independent investi-
gation.

TCSO will release
the cause and manner
of death as soon as
such determination
has been made by the
Travis County Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office.

Titus was booked
into the Travis
County Jail on May
23, 2017 charged with
Intoxication Assault
and a Parole Viola-
tion. Herman Titus



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org Rev. Darron E. Patterson

              Pastor

Altatudes
Based in  faith
and steeped in

leadership

Alta Y. Alexander

AUSTIN, TX - Step-
ping out on faith and flex-
ing her leadership muscle,
Alta Y. Alexander is posed
to launch her dream.

“My husband pro-
cured this space for me as
my Valentine’s Day gift re-
membering a conversa-
tion on our second or third
date about 17-years ago,”
exclaimed Alexander.   On
their date  many years
ago, he asked her what
her dream job would be
and she responded,  ‘to
have my own boutique in
East Austin with clothing
I like’.   She pronounces,
“I was beyond surprised
when he bequeathed me
with the opportunity  to
fulfill my dream, and I
immediately begin culti-
vating  this  design  to
bring it to fruition.”

She is stepping into
an arena her husband,
Lamont Alexander,  is very
familiar with  -entrepre-
neurship.    “My husband
is  extremely business
savvy  and I respect and
admire his business acu-
men,  affirms Alexander.  “I
am following in his foot-
steps and allowing God to
lead me in my passion”.

When asked why
launch a Women’s apparel
boutique, Alexander ex-
pressed her  predilection
for fashion.    “I absolutely

love clothes and fashion,”
she exclaims.

The colors of her
business  are a mix of lu-
minous yellow and gold
and rich gray and silver.
“My favorite color is red,
but I decided to  reflect
colors that  had meaning
to me  to represent my
business.   Gray represents
maturity and refinement   I
feel I’ve grown and convey
both these   characteris-
tics.   Silver represents
prestige and wealth.   My
objective is to prosper and
be successful in doing
what I really have a pas-
sion for.   I chose gold and
yellow, my primary colors,
as a nod to my alma mater,
Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity.   They also create a
sense of optimism, uplift-
ing and illuminating
people’s spirits and that’s
what I want those who
shop Altatudes to experi-
ence,” expresses
Alexander.

She just completed
her second term as presi-
dent for the Huston-
T illotson University
Alumni Association-Austin
Chapter, and one-term as
vice-president of the
institution’s International
Alumni Association.

The name of her busi-
ness is unique -  Altatudes.
“It’s an obvious play on my

first name, Alta, but also
on the word  ‘altitude’
which mean to extend up-
ward  towards the heav-
ens.   My  business name
also  includes  the tagline:
‘an exalted state of style’
which I intend to have re-
alized in the clothing
pieces I select for my bou-
tique.   Altatudes  will  of-
fer  an authentic style
where modern design
meets traditional tailoring.
I love contemporary
pieces with a vintage flare.
My boutique will also up-
lift others, particularly
young  girls and women in
underserved areas, but
promoting self-esteem
and personal value
through individual style,”
stated Alexander.

NAACP President
Nelson Linder recently
commented on you mak-
ing a conscious choice  to
launch your business in
historic East Austin.    “Hav-
ing a business in historic
East Austin is  absolutely
what I wanted!  There is a

point of pride of being able
to  invest in a now-dis-
tressed  community that
was predominately Afri-
can-American,  and to be
able to be a part of a  ‘busi-
ness venture to  restore,
revive and re-energize’
certainly allows me to ad-
dress my need to give
back,” she declares.

Alexander is a gradu-
ate of Leadership Austin
(2006), Leadership Texas
(2010), Leadership
America (2013) and the
City of Austin Leadership
Academy (2011).   She is
also the vice-president
and membership chair for
the Lone Star (TX) Chapter
of The Links, Incorporated,
and a member of the Na-
tional Council of Negro
Women.

Altatudes, located
at  1717 East 12th Street,
Austin, TX 78702 ,   is
slated to open its doors
early Fall 2017.   Stay ap-
prised of grand opening
details and promotions
at altatudes.com.

NCNW –Austin Section to Host 34th
Membership Tea on June 25, 2017

By Arlene L. Youngblood, Publicity
AUSTIN, TEXAS  - The Austin Section - National Council of

Negro Women will hosts its 34th Membership Tea on Sunday,
June 25, 2017 from 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. at St. James Episcopal
Church, Founder’s Hall located at 1941 Webberville Road. Please
note earlier start time. This year’s guest speaker is Dr. Terrence
Green, assistant professor in the College of Education at The
University of Texas at Austin.  There will also be opportunities
to join the organization, renew memberships, and network with
affiliate members.  The event is free and open to the public.

The Austin Section is composed of 11 local affiliates (sorori-
ties and clubs).    Men are welcome to join as associate members.
NCNW Programmatic thrusts include: education, economic em-
powerment, politics, and family relationships.

Guest Speaker
Dr. Terrence Green

College of Education –
UT Austin
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Austin’s Annual 87th Freedom Day Parade
Saturday, June 17,

2017, the Austin
Juneteenth event was
held in the “Heart of East
Austin.” Juneteenth
marks the day in which
the Federal soldiers
landed in Galveston,
Texas to inform African
American slaves that
they were free from sla-

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

very in 1865 which was
two and a half years af-
ter President Abraham
Lincoln officially gave
the Emancipation Proc-
lamation on January 1,
1863 declaring that sla-
very ended in all of the
United States of
America. Therefore,
Juneteenth is the day
of festivity and celebra-
tion of freedom from
years of slavery espe-

cially for Texans. In
Austin, Texas the
Juneteenth event was
celebrated at Rose-
wood Park in East Aus-
tin.

As usual when the
festivities start, there
were various busi-
nesses, community
civic leaders and
marching bands which

walked or drove down
the parade route. A line
of vehicles and march-
ers started at MLK
Blvd. and Comal who
made their way to
Rosewood Park.  While
on route, they threw
candy and beads to the
parade attendees. After
the parade, there were
vendors at Rosewood

Park. Moreover, the ma-
jority of the people
tended to leave after the
parade.

Over the years,
other cities in Central
Texas have organized
other Juneteenth
events. For instance, the
city of Round Rock had
their Annual Juneteenth
celebration. In Round

Rock, the Williamson
County Commissioner
Precinct One, Terry
Cock read the official
Proclamation of the
Juneteenth celebration.
Just like the one in Aus-
tin, there were numer-
ous vendors and also
live music. In addition,
there were many family
friendly events.

Pflugerville Host
Juneteenth Celebration

Pflugerville, Texas did
not have a “formal”
Juneteenth celebration;
consequently some Black
residents have sought to
hold an event. Unlike Aus-
tin and Round Rock, the
Juneteenth event was held
indoors and not outdoors.
Despite being held in-
doors, it was fun and very
family friendly. Just like
other Juneteenth events,
there were numerous ven-
dors. For instance for Ms.

Pictured left to right: Cliff, Shirin, Sheldon, Patricia and Dawan.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Bedford with Sugar Cakey,
this venue allowed her to
showcase her products
and also to sell some of
her cakes to the public.

At this event, numer-
ous local Pflugerville com-
munity leaders and one
elected official was
present. For instance,
Mayor Gonzales the sole
elected official present at
this event gave a speech to
the crowd. After the
speeches, there were
some performance by
some artist. For instance,
Tree G was one of the
main singers entertaining

the crowd.
Although it was a pri-

vate event, it was the first
time that a group tried to
organize a Juneteenth
event in Pflugerville. Con-
sequently it was a event to
remember. However,
some people in the crowd
believe that it is time for
the city of Pflugerville to
support groups that seek
to organize a Juneteenth
event. Let us not forget
that Pflugerville is a minor-
ity-majority city; therefore
minorities should have
bigger input in the local
government.

Mike Collier Announces
Candidacy as Lieutenant

Governor of  Texas

On June 17, 2017 Mike Collier chose Central Texas and especially
the city of Round Rock for his special announcement. Mr. Collier an-
nounced that he is officially entering the race for LT Governor of Texas.
His choice of Round Rock is symbolic because the makeup of Williamson
County is reflective of the rest of the State. In Williamson County, there
are numerous vibrant immigrant communities who come from various
parts of the worlds such as India, China, Nigeria, Togo, Ghana, Ireland,
Ethiopia, Vietnam and etc. Just like in the rest of the State of Texas,
there are numerous vibrant immigrant communities. Furthermore,
Williamson County is slowly becoming a “Battle ground” county in which
Democrats have a chance to win. Also, Democrats now have an oppor-
tunity to win Texas.

Moreover, Mike Collier first stop in Williamson County was at a
Barnes Noble location. At this location, it was an opportunity for sup-
ports to also get a copy of the book he recently wrote. Furthermore, the
book signing offered more of a personal venue with his supporters. Then,
Mike Collier went to a park in Round Rock to make the announcement.
Despite the Texas summer heat, hundreds came out to hear his formal
announcement regarding the intention to run for LT Governor.

Unlike other candidates, Mike Collier has already name recognition
due to the fact he previously ran for a statewide office. In his previous
attempt, Mr. Collier was very close to his Republican challenger. De-
spite falling short, he gained a presence throughout the State of Texas.
Even though a Democrat has not won a statewide office in the past 30
years, some see this race as winnable. Moreover, the recent Senate Bill
4 pushed by the current LT Governor Patrick has energized numerous
Democratic Party leaning groups to be more active.

Pictured left to right: John Bucy, Williamson County Democratic Party Chair
and Mike Collier, Lt. Governor Candidate. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

MAN IN ME FAMILY COOKOUT 2017
Free BBQ, Legend-

ary Strongman competi-
tion, Basketball Foot-
ball, Fishing, Dominoes,
Music, Games, Family
Activities Prizes And
much more.. Fun for the
whole family to enjoy!

In observance of
fathers day, this is a

time to celebrate and
honor our amazing
men & fathers in the
community! Men are
invited to bring their
families to this won-
derful occasion!

A T T E N T I O N :
Please RSVP as soon as
you can to guarantee

your family entry (with
food) into the event.
Limited Capacity!

Saturday JUNE
24TH 2016 1:00-5:00pm
East Metropolitan Park
at 18701 Blake in
Manor. Call/text at
512-814-5405 or email
for more information.



EMPLOYMENT | PROPOSALS | PUBLIC INFORMATION
FOR SALE | FOR RENT | BIDS | MISCELLANEOUS

www.theaustinvillager.com                                            CLASSIFIEDS                                       THE VILLAGER/June 23, 2017 ~ Page 5

Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
DPR Construction is soliciting
proposals from all qualified Audio
Visual (AV) Subcontractors and
Material Vendors for the AUS-2
(Office Building) & AUS-A
(Amenity Building) package, as
part of the Charles Schwab
Corporate Campus project, located
at 2309 Gracy Farms Lane in
Austin, Texas.  Proposals will be
accepted on or before July 7, 2017
2:00 PM CST.
For additional information, or to
obtain project documents, please
contact Massoud Alimian at
massouda@dpr.com, or Ryan
Krogstad at ryank@dpr.com  (512)
345-7699.
Subcontractors and Material
Vendors are encouraged to attend
one of the two scheduled pre-bid
conferences to be held at DPR’s
main office, located at 9606 MoPac
Expressway North, Suite 300,
Austin, TX 78759: June 29 and June
30 at 2 pm.
DPR Construction is an EEO
Employer and all HUB and M/
WBE Subcontractors and Material
Vendors are strongly encouraged to
submit proposals for this project.

Integral Care is currently soliciting
proposals through a Request for
Qualifications (RFQ) process for a
Facilities Master Plan. RFQs may
be sent electronically, by contacting
Brody Ballard at brody ballard
@integralcare.org beginning June
21, 2017. The deadline to submit a
proposal under the RFP is 4 p.m.
CST on July 31, 2017. Historically
Underutilized Businesses, including
Minority-Owned Businesses and
Women-Owned Businesses, are en
couraged to apply.

  Al’s Carpet &Uphostery

“Reasonable Prices, Quality Service”
(512) 445-2443

Cell (512) 799-5477
Serving Austin for over 22 years

3 Rooms of Carpet Cleaned for $55 + tax
 Insured/Bonded
  Free Estimates

Cleaning

5514 Peppertree Pkwy
Austin, TX 78744-3624

Juneteenth Reminds Us to Continue
Our Fight for Freedom

  In recognition of
Juneteenth,  Congress-
woman Gwen Moore (WI-
04)  issued the following
statement:

”Today, on June 19,
Americans celebrate the
end of the horrific system
of slavery in the United
States. It has been 152
years since word of eman-
cipation reached Texas,
the last state in the union
to free its slaves. Yet, in our
country, those from com-
munities of color are still
subject to vestiges of sla-

very in the form of deeply
rooted racism and dis-
crimination. While it is es-
sential to celebrate the
progress we have made in
making America a more
equitable and just place to
call home, it critical to con-
tinue to fight existing sys-
tems of oppression and
injustice.

”Days ago, St. An-
thony Police Officer
Jeronimo Yanez, who shot
and killed Philano Castile,
was acquitted of second-
degree manslaughter

charges. Unlike his victim,
Officer Yanez was able to
leave a courtroom and re-
turn home to his loved
ones. The ongoing pattern
of unconscionable police
shootings sends a stark
message to young Black
children that law enforce-
ment officials can kill them
with utter impunity. How-
ever, despite setbacks, I re-
main deeply committed to
addressing and fixing such
inequality in our justice sys-
tem with our local, state,
and national partners.

”I am proud of the
progress we have made
in the last 152 years. I am
proud that
Milwaukeeans marked
this historic day with
their 44th annual ‘Day of
Jubilee’ parade. Most
importantly, I am proud
of the determination of
my fellow Democratic
colleagues in Congress to
continue fighting with
me so that no American
has to feel the sting of
oppression or disenfran-
chisement.”

Come have fun in the
sun at the YMCA’s 2017 Sum-
mer Camp Olympic Day! We
are looking for volunteers to
help us at the Texas School
for the Deaf on July 28th. Vol-
unteers will have the oppor-
tunity to engage in tons of
outdoor activities and bring
plenty of smiles to kids! For
more information, contact us
at 512-236-9622 or email
programservices@austinymca.org.

2017 Summer Camp
Olympic Day

ADL Troubled by Signing of Adoption
Law That Allows Agencies to Discriminate

The  Anti-Defamation League (ADL)  is deeply troubled by Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s signing of  House
Bill 3859  into law. This legislation empowers private child placing agencies to discriminate on the basis of reli-
gious or moral beliefs.   This law has the potential to force taxpayers to fund discrimination where a child place-
ment is denied, for example, because the prospective parent is homosexual, transgender, Jewish, Muslim   or
another faith, interracial or inter-religious.

The number of children without families in Texas far exceeds the number of able and loving homes and this
law hurts Texas’ children in need.

Renee Lafair, ADL Austin Regional Director issued the following statement:
“The only consideration of a child welfare agency in this state should be the best interests of the child, not

denying placement simply because of the prospective parents’ religion, race, sexual orientation or other per-
sonal characteristic.   This greatly narrow the opportunities for prospective parents to foster and adopt and,
more importantly, will make it harder for children who need foster and adoptive parents to find homes.”

Texas Governor Abbott Signs Bill that Allows Adoption Agencies
to Turn Away Qualified LGBTQ, Jewish, and Muslim Texans

NEW YORK -  Sarah Kate Ellis, President and CEO of GLAAD, the world’s largest LGBTQ media advocacy
organization, released the following statement after Texas Governor Greg Abbott  signed House Bill 3859  into
law today. HB 3859 will soon allow state-funded or private adoption agencies to use religion as a weapon to
refuse adoption requests from LGBTQ couples, Jewish people, Muslims, single parents, and other marginalized
groups.

“Lawmakers used religion as a weapon to pass a bill that not only harms qualified candidates who want to
start families, but children. This law was never about the best interests of Texans or of children, but about
forwarding a political agenda to codify the permission to discriminate against LGBTQ Texans into state law. Dis-
crimination has won in Texas, and it saddens me that a child can now be denied the chance to live with a deserv-
ing family simply because they are LGBTQ.”

Fellow Austinites,
The selection of the next City Manager is the most important decision the Austin City Council will make. The

process that leads up to the final decision should start with you, flow through your community, travel through-
out Austin, and broadly across the country.

In April 2017, the City Council passed a resolution which appointed the City Manager Search Advisory Task
Force to work with

Russell Reynolds Associates to provide recommendations including selection criteria to Council. The Task
Force is responsible for the first stage of a three-phase process that will be utilized by the City Council to select
a new City Manager. In this first phase, the Task Force will independently collect public input and, based on the
input, develop and submit recommendations to the City Council. In the second phase, Russell Reynolds Associ-
ates, the City’s selected recruitment firm, will develop the recruitment brochure using the feedback from the
Task Force to recruit qualified candidates for consideration. In the final phase, the Austin City Council will delib-
erate and select a new City Manager. To ensure the Task Force fulfills our commitment to the community, we
need your feedback by July 5th. Please take a few minutes to visit

austintexas.gov/page/city-manager-search  to answer three critical questions that the recruiter will use to
develop the profile for our next City Manager.
You are welcome to attend the Task Force public meetings to provide input on the profile for the next
City Manager:
• Friday, June 16, 2017, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at Town Lake Center, 721 Barton Spring, Assembly Room, 130
• Wednesday, June 28, 2017, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Chambers
• Saturday, July 8, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at City Hall, Council Chambers
You may also call 3-1-1 to provide your feedback in any language.
For more information regarding the City Manager Search Advisory Task Force, visit the City Manager Search
Advisory Task
Force at  austintexas.gov/page/city-manager-search-advisory-task-force.
Individuals that have questions about the recruitment process or want to apply for consideration may reach
out to: Stephen Newton | Russell Reynolds Associates | Email:  citymanager@russellreynolds.com

CITY MANAGER SEARCH

Applications now available for
annual CityWorks Academy

The City of Austin has begun accepting applications for
the ninth-annual CityWorks Academy. The academy is an op-
portunity for the Austin community to get involved in local
government and to learn first-hand about the programs and
services the City provides from the people who operate them.

The application deadline is July 21.
Participants will have the chance to learn the “A to Z” of

City operations through 14 class sessions that conclude with
a graduation ceremony. These sessions are designed to give
participants a hands-on, behind-the-scenes look at their City
government.

Classes start the first week of September and end the
second week of December. Each session will be held at a dif-
ferent City facility on either Tuesday or Wednesday from 6:00
to 9:00 p.m.

The CityWorks Academy will be led by City of Austin Ex-
ecutive Team members, Department Directors, and other City
staff who will share information about the City’s operations
and discuss key issues facing our community.

CityWorks Academy applications are available online at
http://austintexas.gov/atx-cw-app or at Austin City Hall, 301
W. Second St. (third floor reception area). CityWorks Acad-
emy is limited to 30 participants.

Since the program’s beginning in 2009, more than 150
Austin residents have graduated from the academy and sev-
eral have gone on to serve on City boards, committees, and
other leadership positions. Each year the City receives more
than 250 applications for the 30 available spots.

For more information visit http://www.austintexas.gov/
department/cityworks-academy
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All Eyez on Me Lands
#3 Spot on Opening

Weekend
By Naomi Richard | The VILLAGER

After years of waiting, the critically acclaimed
Tupac Shakur biopic, All Eyez on Me, hit the #3 box of-
fice slot on opening weekend following Cars 3 and the
box office sensation Wonder Woman! All Eyez on Me,
masterfully released on the legend’s 46th birthday June
16, produced an estimate $27 million at the box office
with a limited release of only 2,471 theaters (revenue
est. by Box Office Mojo).

The movie, which has received mixed reviews,
chronicles the life and legacy of Tupac Shakur, includ-
ing his rise to superstardom as a hip-hop artist, actor,
poet, revolutionary, and activist leading up to his time
at Death Row Records. In an effort to be as inclusive as
possible, the film also touches on Tupac’s early rela-
tionship with Biggie Smalls, Jada Pinkett-Smith, Suge
Knight, and even his legal and financial troubles. Against
insurmountable odds, Shakur rose to become a cultural
icon whose career and persona both continue to grow
long after his passing.

All Eyez on Me, led by Director Benny Boom and
producer by LT Hutton (Morgan Creek Productions),
stars Danai Gurira, Kat Graham, Dominic L. Santana,
Jamal Woolard and newcomer Demetrius Shipp Jr., as
Tupac Shakur.

Shipp won the acting role of Tupac out of 4,000
auditions. He had this to say on preparing to play the
main role, “[I] did a lot of studying on him myself. My
acting coach Angela Gibbs and I took it a step further
to read the books he read, to learn Shakespeare, to dive
into the history of the Black Panthers— just tried to get
a glimpse into his world and overall ideas. Rapping wise,
there has never been anybody to match Tupac’s energy
when it comes to rapping. You can’t duplicate it. Over-
all, I believe he would be pleased with the perfor-
mance.”

When asked by Jimmy Fallon about how he came
to be in the leading role, Shipp answered, “I never as-
pired to be an actor at all. My best friend who’s here
with me backstage said ‘Dude, you have to do this au-
dition— the casting call for Tupac you got to do that.’”

Shipp continued, “I was working regular jobs try-
ing to make a living, but I always wanted to be a music
producer so I was working on that. I was working at
Target shout out to Target for the job, Sam’s Club, and
Sears.” What an incredible journey for the young man
who was teased in high school about looking like Tupac!

All Eyez on Me was Tupac’s fourth studio album
and unfortunately the last one to be released during
his lifetime. Death Row Records and Interscope Records
released the album February 13, 1996. While the por-
trayal of any beloved icon has its challenges and its
flaws, The Villager encourages its readers to see the
film with their own “eyez” and form their own view. All
Eyez on Me in theaters now!

Images courtesy of Lionsgate/Summit

Pi Omega Zeta Chapter and Members Recognized
for their Community Service and Leadership

HOUSTON, TX - Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Incorpo-
rated, Pi Omega Zeta
Chapter captured eight
awards at the  88th Anni-
versary Leadership Confer-
ence and Youth Retreat
held recently in Houston,
Texas. In addition, Andrea
Charlton earned top re-
gional honors in the 2016
March of Dimes “Cham-
pions for Babies” effort,
raising $3,170.    The
Chapter captured fourth
place overall as the “Top
Regional Fundraising
Team.” The Southern Re-
gion is comprised of
Chapters in Texas and
Louisiana.

Yolanda Gary Fisher
earned Zeta of the Year
honors and the Pi Omega
Zeta Chapter was named a
Distinguished Chapter of
the Year and captured

awards for Zeta Helping
Other People Excel (Z-
Hope) community service
projects.

Zeta Phi Beta Soror-
ity, Inc., a non-profit orga-
nization founded in 1920,

is a national organization
with more than 100,000
members.    The Pi Omega
Zeta Chapter, which oper-
ates many community, cul-
tural, and educational
projects in the

Williamson County area,
was founded in 1998.
Some of their projects
include the following:
leadership and develop-
ment programs for area
youth, scholarships for
students pursuing higher
education, food and
clothing donations to
needy families, and a
Black History Month art
contest endorsed by the
Round Rock Independent
School District, and the
upcoming African Ameri-
can Arts Sale and Festival.

The Chapter guided
by the leadership of Presi-
dent Linda N. Johnson,
also won the Website Cre-
ation award and  registra-
tion awards.

For more informa-
tion, visit the Chapter’s
award-winning web site at
piomegazeta.weebly.com.

AUSTIN, TX -  On Sunday evening, 10 Huston-
Tillotson University faculty and staff members were
honored for their inclusion in  Achievements in Black
Austin, a historical collection of inspiring stories, com-
munity influencers, and visionaries.

The Huston-Tillotson University faculty and staff
who are making history as the more than 200 inaugu-
ral members included in the 2017 Achievements in Black
Austin edition are:

“At Huston-Tillotson University, we are proud of
the accomplishments of our faculty and staff members
recognized as part of this timely and important publi-
cation. This inaugural collection of the accomplishments
of African American men and women across the City
now includes recognition of faculty and staff working at
Austin’s oldest institution  of higher learning. Their stories
will be shared with readers of all ages for years to come,”
Julianne Hanckel, Director of Public Relations, said.

Photo Caption: Huston-Tillotson faculty and
staff celebrate the reveal of the cover of  Achieve-
ments in Black Austin  on Sunday, June 18, at the
Millennium Youth Entertainment Complex.
From left to right: Wayne Knox, Chief of Staff &
Clerk of the Board, Shawanda Stewart,  Profes-
sor of English, Dr. Colette Pierce Burnette, Presi-
dent & CEO, Kendall DuCree, Head Coach, HT
Women’s Basketball, and  Dr. Azubike
Okpalaeze, Associate Professor, School of Busi-
ness and Technology.

1. Dr. Colette Pierce Burnette
2.   Autumn Caviness
3.   Kendall DuCree
4.   Wayne Knox
5.   Janine Krueger
6.   Alvin Moore
7.   Ashley Nash
8.   Azubike Okpalaeze
9.   Shawanda Stewart
10.  Rohan Thompson

Huston-Tillotson University Faculty and
Staff Inducted into Inaugural Edition of

“Achievements in Black Austin”
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