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BEYONCÉ, BRUNO MARS, CHANCE THE RAPPER
AND MIGOS WIN BIG AT “BET AWARDS 17”

Bruno performs and wins Best Male R&B/Pop Artist Award.
Photo by Frederick M. Brown/Getty Images/BET Network

LOS ANGELES, CA (June 26, 2017) – The “BET
Awards 17” brought some of the hottest and most pro-
lific talent assembled to watch today’s top musicians,
actors and industry icons take the stage at the 17th
Annual BET Awards. The ceremony led by first-time host
and comedy all-star, Leslie Jones, aired live from the
Microsoft Theatre at L.A. LIVE on Sunday, June 25, 2017.

This year’s broadcast marks 17 years of unex-
pected performances, trailblazing moments, super
dope talent, and entertainment’s most provocative
players. The iconic show continues to be a cultural rule
breaker steeped in reinvention with some of the most

memorable moments in Award show history. The “BET
Awards” has set the standard for one of the most in-
tently unconventional, news-provoking broadcasts.

“BET AWARDS 17” show highlights include:
BRUNO MARS opened the show with a funky, en-

ergetic performance of his hit “Perm” while rocking his
signature 24 Karat hat and custom “Hooligans” base-
ball jersey. He then returned to the stage moments later
to take home his first-ever BET Awards win for Best Male
R&B/Pop Artist.

See MARY J. BLIGE & CHANCE, on back page

By Naomi Richard | The VILLAGER

Serena’s Latest Shot: Pregnant
and Nude on Magazine Cover

This image made by Annie Leibovitz ex-
clusively for Vanity Fair shows the cover of
the August edition of the magazine, unveiled
Tuesday, June 27, 2017, featuring Serena Wil-
liams. Serena announced her pregnancy with
Reddit co-founder Alexis Olhanian in April.
The magazine reports the couple will be mar-
ried in the fall after the baby is born. (Annie
Leibovitz/Vanity Fair via AP)

by: The AP
NEW YORK (AP)

—  Serena Williams is
showing off her preg-
nancy with a nude
photo on the cover of
the August issue of
Vanity Fair.

The tennis super-
star is seen in profile
with her right arm
covering her breasts
and her pregnant
stomach prominently
on display. The maga-
zine unveiled the
cover Tuesday.

Serena an-
nounced her preg-
nancy with Reddit co-
founder Alexis
Olhanian in April. The
magazine reports the
couple will be married
in the fall after the
baby is born. Williams
tells the magazine she
“did a double take”
and her heart
“dropped” when she
saw a positive test be-
cause it came just be-
fore the Australian
Open, which she

ended up winning.
Also Tuesday,

former tennis star John
McEnroe refused to
apologize for his re-

Russell
Westbrook
Wins NBA

MVP
by: Brian Mahoney

AP Basketball Writer

(Photo by Evan Agostini/
Invision/AP)

Russell Westbrook

NEW YORK (AP) —
Russell Westbrook moved
past Oscar Robertson and
kept right on going to the
top of the NBA.

Westbrook was voted
MVP on Monday night af-
ter setting a record with 42
triple-doubles during his
historic season. He led the
league with 31.6 points and
added 10.7 rebounds and
10.4 assists per game, join-
ing Robertson as the only
players to average a triple-
double for the season and
breaking Robertson’s
single-season record of 41
triple-doubles in 1961-62.

Westbrook said, “But
now to be standing here
with this trophy next to me
is a true blessing, man, and
it’s an unbelievable feeling,
something that I can never
imagine.”

AUSTIN, TX - Rachel
Naugle, Austin Indepen-
dent School District
(AISD) Administrative Su-
pervisor, invites parents,
guardians, youth non-
profit organizations,
youth advocates, faith
communities, neighbor-
hood associations, hu-
man services, social ser-
vices, public safety, law
enforcement, constables,
justices of the peace,
early childhood educa-
tion and youth programs
and all others who are in-
terested to attend.

Date: July 1, 2017
Time: 1:30 to 3:00pm
Millennium Youth

Entertainment
Complex

1156 Hargrave St.
Austin, TX 78702

(512) 472-6932

AISD Building
Bridges First

Saturday

Rachel Naugle

marks in which he said
Williams wouldn’t rank
among the top 700
players if she were on
the men’s tour.

Williamson county
turns into a political

battleground.
see DEMOCRATS

Page 6

Civil Rights veteran
elected as NNPA

chairman.
See LEAVELL

Page 3

GOP senators oppose
a pivotal vote on
healthcare bill.
See MILLION

Page 5

Should 22
Million

Americans lose
Health Care?

     When the new Health Care
plan was finally released, just
days before congress was
expected to vote on it, it
revealed some very bad flaws.
One of the biggest and most
glaring one is that it is
estimated that more than 22
million Americans will lose
their health care.  And there
are no provisions in the bill
that would assist them in
getting other coverage.
     President Trump is
blaming the Democrats in the
Senate for holding up the
bill’s passage. But, he does
not need their support,
because he has enough
Republicans in the Senate to
pass the bill without even one
Democrat voting for its
passage.  However, the
Republicans are divided over
many aspects of the bill.  As a
result, it appears that no action
will be taken until after the 4th

of July break.
     President Trump’s reaction
to the delay is to “let Obama
Care crash and burn.”  No one
really knows when that is
expected to happen, but that
seems to be a shortsighted
way to look at the issue.
Almost everyone believes that
there are elements in the
present Health Care
legislation that could be
improved upon. But, repeal-
ing the whole program is
unacceptable.
     It is interesting to see
Trump placing all of the
blame on the Democrats for
not being able to get this bill
passed.  He does not seem to
remember that eight years
ago, the Democrats had to
pass the present bill without
any Republican help. It is time
to take the repeal of Obama
Care off the table and put
together a bipartisan com-
mittee to make the necessary
changes to the present
legislation that would be best
for all Americans.
     While we are fighting over
the health question, it appears
that the President is on the
verge of getting us involved
in military engagements in
several areas around the
world.  If that happens, Health
Care will be the least of our
worries.
     We will have the
opportunity to let our
representatives know how we
feel on the Health Care issue
while they are home for the
4th of July celebrations. We
should take every opportunity
to do so.
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Barbara's

 Book BagBarbara Williams

AUSTIN, TX - Ku-
dos to those responsible
for the well organized
11th Annual African
American Book Festival,
held June 22-24, at the
George Washington
Carver Museum and Cul-
ture Center and the
George Washington
Carver Library in Austin,
Texas.

There were nation-
ally known, New
York Times Best Selling,

authors featured at the
Book Festival, as well as
many local authors.
Each of the four sessions
I attended was filled to
capacity with a diverse
audience. Both young
and mature males and fe-
males participated ac-
tively in discussions
with the authors.

1. Angie Thomas, au-
thor of The New York
Times Best Seller, “The
Hate U Give” opened the

Festival on Thursday, June
22. The young and vibrant
author read passages from
her book; and shared infor-
mation on how she got
started as a writer. There
was a tremendous amount
of interaction between the
author and the capacity
filled crowd. (This book
was reviewed in this col-
umn and was given 4 stars,
May 28). A movie is being
made of this book. She is
writing her next book. She
is someone to remember.
Talented.

2. April Sinclair re-
viewed her debut novel,
“Coffee Will Make You
Black.” She read two
chapters of her 10 year
old book. Parents once
told their children coffee
would make you black to
keep them from drinking
it. By the time she fin-

ished reading much of
her humorous writing,
the audience was laugh-
ing and sharing some of
their favorite parts and
characters of the Book.
This autobiography was
named Book of the Year
(Young Adult Fiction) for
1994 by the American Li-
brary Association. It is
out of print but available
electronically. Her new
novel is “I Left My Back
Door Open.”

3. D. Watkins, au-
thor of the gritty, fast
paced New York Times
Bestseller, “The Cook
Up, A Crack Rock Mem-
oir.” Watkins engaged
his audience from the
moment he opened his
mouth. He told of his es-
cape from the life of
drugs and violence that
surrounded him since

birth. This is a powerful
book, totally engrossing.
Watkins is a great story
teller. Wow!!! Now a pro-
fessor at the University of
Baltimore, an editor at
large for Salon and
founder of the BMORE
Writers Project, was born
and continues to live in
East Baltimore.

4. Dr. Peniel Joseph,
Festival keynote speaker
is the author of Stokely:
A Life. He is founding di-
rector of the LBJ School’s
Center for the Study of
Race and Democracy at
the University of Texas at
Austin. He is a professor
and a renowned histo-
rian. He delivered an
impressive address en-
titled “Black History, Lit-
erature and Power in the
Age of Black Lives Mat-
ter.” Dr. Joseph shared an

incredible amount of
knowledge and informa-
tion with a packed audi-
torium of attentive listen-
ers. He emphasized the
importance of educating
one’s self in American
History and Black His-
tory. Organization is im-
portant for success
In all efforts he said. Bo-
nus he gave was recom-
mendation of “There is a
River: The Black Struggle
for Freedom in America”
by Vincent Harding.

Congratulations to
the Festival Committee
members, Rosalind
Oliphant Jones, Ann
Boyd, Peggy Terry, Carol
Wright and all of the Fes-
tival Volunteers for a
great 2017 African Ameri-
can Book Festival.
Festival Rating: 5 Stars
*****.

Black Pflugerville and Youth 4 Success Presents:
PFLUGERVILLE, TX -

The first annual Back to
School Bash 3 on 3 Basket-
ball Tournament.
Boys,Girls, AAU and Adult
league teams are wel-
come to participate. Youth
teams are from the ages

of 12-20 and Adult teams
are 21 and up. The mission
of this event is to cel-
ebrate education and the
return to school and to use
the proceeds and dona-
tions of school supplies to
give to those who need

them. Registration Dead-
line is Aug. 7th. School
Supplies drop off dona-
tions can be made at
Bahadi’s Chicken & Lounge
at 907 FM 685 Pflugerville,
TX. 78660 from July 7th-
Aug.7th. The Tournament

will be held at Pflugerville
Rec Center (400 Immanuel
Rd.) August 14th 5pm-
8pm. Workshops will In-
clude: Face Painting, Fi-
nancial Literacy, Arts and
Crafts, and Girl Talk Ses-
sions

H-E-B Austin
Symphony

July 4th
Concert &
Fireworks

July 4, 2017 8:30 PM
Vic Mathias Shores

CONDUCTOR:
Peter Bay

Spend this Independence Day with 100,000 of your
closest friends at the H-E-B Austin Symphony 41st An-
nual July 4th celebration! Central Texans will hurry to
claim their grassy spot with the Austin Symphony Or-
chestra this July 4th for the largest Independence Day
Celebration in the state. The ASO will perform at 8:30
p.m., followed by “mile-high” fireworks at approxi-
mately 9:30 p.m. The event is free and open to the pub-
lic. Tell your family and friends to mark their calendars
now. This is the one outdoor event this year you do not
want to miss! Grab a picnic basket, a blanket, and join
us at Vic Mathias Shores to declare your Independence!



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org Rev. Darron E. Patterson

              Pastor

 By Stacy M. Brown (NNPA Newswire Contributor)
Leavell Elected Chair of NNPA

Newly-elected NNPA Chairman Dorothy Leavell gives remarks during the 2017
NNPA Legacy Awards Gala as outgoing chair, Washington Informer publisher

Denise Rolark Barnes looks on. (Roy Lewis/NNPA)
OXON HILL, MD -

Shortly, before the National
Newspaper Publishers
Association’s (NNPA) annual
Legacy Awards Gala, NNPA
members elected veteran
Chicago Crusader publisher
Dorothy Leavell to serve as
chairman of the group for
the next two years (2017-
2019).

Leavell succeeds
Washington Informer pub-
lisher Denise Rolark
Barnes, who served in the
role for the past two years.

“We have some
strange times and we’ve
been dealing with some
insurmountable problems
and our publishers are
hurting so bad,” said
Leavell, who previously
served as president of the
NNPA from 1997 to 1999.
“We are suffering and with
a new administration in
the White House, it will
take someone who isn’t
afraid, someone who will

raise a lot of hell.”
Leavell praised Rolark

Barnes for her work over
the past two years, noting
that the campaign for the
chairman’s seat was never
personal.

“I like Denise and I
think she’s done a heck of
a job,” Leavell said. “But,
I’m ready to get down in
the mud for this organiza-
tion.”

Leavell’s experience
should bode well for the
NNPA going forward, said
Houston Forward Times
publisher Karen Carter
Richards.

“Dorothy has a lot of
experience in the organi-
zation and I think she will
continue to move it for-
ward,” said Richards, who
was re-elected as first vice
chair of the organization.

Bernal Smith, pub-
lisher of the New Tri-State
Defender, was elected sec-
ond vice chair of the NNPA

and Shannon Williams,
the president of the India-
napolis Recorder, will con-
tinue in her role as secre-
tary.

Leavell has not only
been a great soldier for
the NNPA, but she’s also a
veteran of the Civil Rights
Movement, said NNPA
President and CEO Dr. Ben-
jamin F. Chavis, Jr.

“I see her as some-
one to lead the fight
fiercely for freedom, jus-
tice and equality,” he said.

During her two-year
stint as president of the
organization, Leavell
helped increase the visibil-
ity and international stat-
ure of the Black Press. She
was elected chairman of
the NNPA Foundation and,
as a member of the NNPA
for more than half a cen-
tury, Leavell has served in
various roles and she’s of-
ten been honored for her
philanthropic and civic

contributions.
Leavell was honored

as Publisher of the Year in
1989 and earned the
Winnie Mandela Endur-
ance with Dignity Award.

“My father used to
bring me to the NNPA.
When he passed, the per-
son who invited me here
after that was Dorothy
Leavell,” said Rolark
Barnes. “So, it’s up to all of
us to make the NNPA great
and we can’t sit back and
watch her do the work, we
have to help.”

Ever outspoken and
never one to mince words,
Leavell said she would im-
mediately go after compa-
nies like General Motors
and Ford to bring in adver-
tising dollars to member
newspapers.

“Denise is too beau-
tiful to be out there in the
trenches,” Leavell said,
then laughed. “Now, I’m
coming.”

Youth-focused
studio opens at
the Doris Miller

Auditorium

AUSTIN, TEXAS -
The Austin Parks and
Recreation Department
in collaboration with
the non-profit Notes-
for-Notes (N4N™), cel-
ebrated the ribbon cut-
ting and grand opening
of Notes-for-Notes’
youth-focused record-
ing and music studio at
the Doris Miller Audi-
torium in Rosewood
Park on Friday, June 2,
2017.

GREATER HIGHWAY BOOTCAMP

Join Pastor Clark
along with other new
members for a time of
fellowship and learning
during the Quarterly
Greater Highway
Bootcamp on Saturday,
July 8th from 9am-
1:15pm.

During this one-

day session, you will be
introduced to the mis-
sion, vision, and values
of Greater as well as be-
come equipped with the
essential tools to take
the NEXT step in your
walk with Christ.

Email Pastor of As-
similation, Vecente'
Coatney with any ques-
tions at vcoatney@
gmzaustin.org
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How the Michael Brown $1.5 Million Settlement Compares
with Other Wrongful Death-by-Cop Lawsuits

by: Jim Salter|Associated Press

LOUIS (AP) —  The
$1.5 million awarded this
week to the parents of
Michael Brown is the lat-
est of several large settle-
ments involving killings
of Black people by police,
but it’s far from the larg-
est.

A federal judge in St.
Louis on Tuesday ap-
proved the settlement in
a wrongful death lawsuit
filed by Michael Brown
Sr. and Lezley
McSpadden. Their 18-
year-old son was unarmed
on Aug. 9, 2014, when he
was fatally shot by White
officer Darren Wilson dur-
ing a street confrontation
in Ferguson, Missouri.

  The shooting
launched months of pro-
tests and led to a U.S. De-
partment of Justice in-
vestigation that found ra-
cial bias in Ferguson’s
police and court system.
But a St. Louis County
grand jury and the Justice
Department declined to
prosecute Wilson, who
resigned in November
2014.

Brown’s parents
sued the city, former Po-
lice Chief Tom Jackson
and Wilson in 2015, cit-

FILE – In this Sept. 27, 2014, file photo, the
parents of Michael Brown, Lezley McSpadden,
left, and Michael Brown Sr., sit for an interview
with The Associated Press in Washington. The city
attorney in Ferguson, Missouri, said Friday, June
23, 2017, that the city’s insurance company paid
$1.5 million to settle a lawsuit filed by the family
of Michael Brown. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)

ing a police culture hos-
tile to black residents and
claiming Wilson used ex-
cessive force. Ferguson,
Jackson and Wilson de-
nied the allegations.

The case is among
many in which settle-
ments have been
reached out of court, in-
cluding many in which
officers, l ike W ilson,
were cleared of criminal
wrongdoing.

U.S. District Judge E.
Richard Webber did not
release the amount of
the settlement, citing un-
specified safety con-
cerns. But Ferguson City
Attorney Apollo Carey
said in an email Friday in
response to an open
records request from The
Associated Press that the
city’s insurance company
paid out $1.5 million.

While settlements
are expensive, cities fac-
ing lawsuits in wrongful
death cases are aware of
the danger of going to
trial, said James Cohen, a
professor at Fordham
University School of Law.
He said the settlement
amount could be
dwarfed by an award
granted by a jury sympa-

thetic to the family.
“The city is afraid

that someone on that
jury is a member of Black
Lives Matter, even if the
juror is Caucasian,”
Cohen said.

Settlements in some
other recent high-profile
cases have been much
higher than the amount
awarded to Brown’s par-
ents.

In 2015, the city of
North Charleston, South
Carolina, paid $6.5 mil-
l ion to the family of

Walter Scott, an un-
armed Black man who
was killed by a White po-
lice officer while running
from a traffic stop. The
officer, Michael T. Slager,
pleaded guilty in May to
a civil rights violation.

A month earlier, Bal-
timore paid $6.4 million
to the family of Freddie
Gray, who suffered a fa-
tal spinal injury in police
custody. No officers were
convicted.

 New York City
reached a $5.9 million

settlement in July 2015
with the family of Eric
Garner, an unarmed
Black man who died after
being put in a chokehold
by a White police officer.
The officer was cleared
by a grand jury.

Cleveland agreed to
pay $6 million last year to
the family of Tamir Rice.
The 12-year-old had an
airsoft gun that shoots
nonlethal plastic pellets
when a White officer
shot him in 2014. A grand
jury did not charge the
officer.

Also last year,
Pleasantville, New York,
paid $6 million to the
family of Danroy Henry
Jr., a 20-year-old Black
college student shot to
death by a white officer
in 2010. No charges were
filed against the officer.

  Some award
amounts this year have
been lower. Madison,
Wisconsin, agreed to pay
$3.35 million to relatives
of 19-year-old Tony
Robinson Jr., who was un-
armed when he was fa-
tally shot. Milwaukee
reached a $2.3 million
tentative settlement with
the family of Dontre
Hamilton, a man with

schizophrenia who was
shot by police. Arlington,
Texas, reached an
$850,000 settlement with
the family of 19-year-old
Christian Taylor, who was
shot by an officer while
allegedly vandalizing cars
at a dealership. Police
were not charged in any of
those cases.

Peter Joy, a professor
at Washington University
School of Law in St. Louis,
said the evidence of a case
is a big factor in determin-
ing the settlement
amount. While some of
the other cases had video
evidence, there was no
video of the confrontation
between Brown and Wil-
son in Ferguson — a po-
tential factor in the lower
payment.

Cohen said the alle-
gations against Brown may
have reduced leverage for
his attorneys. Brown was
accused of stealing from a
store on the same day he
died, and he was accused
of reaching into Wilson’s
police vehicle and attack-
ing him, leading up to the
shooting.

“You can see the
story the defense attorney
would tell at trial,” Cohen
said.

Philando
Castile’s
Family
Reaches

$3M
Settlement
in Death

by: Amy Forliti
Associated Press

Valerie Castile, mother of Philando Castile, spoke with pas-
sion about her reaction to a not guity verdict for Officer Jeronimo
Yanez at the Ramsey County Courthouse in St. Paul, Minn., on
Friday June 16, 2017. (Renee Jones Schneider/Star Tribune via AP)

MINNEAPOLIS (AP)
—  The mother of Philando
Castile, a Black motorist
killed by a Minnesota po-
lice officer last July, has
reached a nearly $3 mil-
lion settlement with the
city that employed the of-
ficer, avoiding a federal
wrongful death lawsuit
that attorneys said could
have taken years to re-
solve.

The settlement to be
paid to Valerie Castile,
who is the family’s trustee,
was announced Monday
and comes less than two
weeks after officer
Jeronimo Yanez was ac-
quitted of manslaughter
and other charges con-
nected to her son’s death.

Castile, a 32-year-old
elementary school cafete-
ria worker, was shot five
times by Yanez during a
traffic stop after Castile
informed the officer he
was armed. Castile had a
permit for his gun. The
shooting gained wide-
spread attention after
Castile’s girlfriend, who
was in the car with her

then-4-year-old daughter,
livestreamed its gruesome
aftermath on Facebook.

The acquittal of
Yanez, who is Latino,
prompted days of pro-
tests, including one in St.
Paul that shut down Inter-
state 94 for hours and
ended with 18 arrests.

The $2.995 million
settlement for Valerie
Castile will be paid by the
League of Minnesota Cit-
ies Insurance Trust, which
holds the insurance policy
for the city of St. Anthony.
The plan for distribution of
funds requires approval by
a state court, which could
take several weeks.

Robert Bennett, who
along with attorney
Glenda Hatchett is repre-
senting Valerie Castile,
said a decision was made
to move expeditiously
rather than have the case
drawn out in federal court,
a process that would “ex-
acerbate and reopen ter-
rible wounds.” The settle-
ment will also allow the
family, the city and com-
munity to work toward
healing, Bennett said.

“No amount of
money could ever replace
Philando,” a joint state-
ment from the attorneys
and city of St. Anthony
said. “With resolution of
the claims the family will
continue to deal with their
loss through the impor-
tant work of the Philando
Castile Relief Foundation.”

Bennett said the
foundation’s mission is to
provide financial support,
grief counseling, scholar-
ships and other help to in-
dividuals and families af-
fected by gun violence and
police violence.

Bennett said Castile’s
girlfriend, Diamond
Reynolds, is not part of the

settlement. Reynolds has
also hired an attorney, but
it’s not clear if she is still
planning a lawsuit or has
any standing for a federal
claim. Reynolds’ attorney
did not return messages
Monday.

Darin Richardson,
claims manager with the
League of Minnesota Cit-
ies, said St. Anthony’s in-
surance coverage is $3 mil-
lion per occurrence. If
Reynolds were to file and
win a claim, the city’s re-
maining $5,000 in cover-
age would be paid to her,
and St. Anthony would
have to cover any addi-
tional money awarded.

The settlement hap-
pened faster than others
stemming from the killings
of Black men by police of-
ficers elsewhere. Last
week, a $1.5 million settle-
ment was reached in the
case of Michael Brown, an
unarmed 18-year-old who
was killed by a White of-
ficer in Ferguson, Mis-
souri. That settlement
came nearly three years
after the death of Brown,
whose parents sued the
city.

Bennett said his de-
cades-long relationship
with Joe Flynn, the attor-
ney who represented St.
Anthony in Castile’s case,
helped bring a quick reso-
lution. He also said the city
of St. Anthony has a com-
mitment to make positive
changes to their police
department.

The city is undergo-
ing a voluntary review by
the Department of
Justice’s Office of Com-
munity Oriented Policing
Services, with the goal of
improving trust between
the police department
and the communities it
serves.
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Specialty “vintage horizontal shuffle” project shows artistic side of fencing
 Courtesy WORLD FENCE NEWS

Industrial size backup electric generators are
functional, not pretty. That’s a given. And while
critically necessary to the operation of a modern
surgery center, they sure don’t enhance the exte-
rior.

Veteran fencer Donnie Richardson, owner of
Ark-La-Tex Fencing, Inc. of Austin, Tex., recently
completed a project in which he built a 12-foot-
high louvered Western Red Cedar structure to en-
close a massive electric generator and air condi-
tioning unit at a new medical surgery center in Bee
Cave, Tex., a suburb of Austin. Due to its louvered
construction, the structure allows adequate venti-
lation for the huge generator, and at the same time
shields it from view with an attractive non-indus-
trial look that blends with the Hill Country lime-
stone exterior of the building complex.

Working from blueprints, Richardson constructed
the enclosure – which he describes as “vintage hori-
zontal shuffle” – using 1 x 6 x 8 pickets and 2 x 2
wooden blocks, supported by steel uprights.

He noted that the plans originally called for 2
x 2 posts and 6 x 6 mounting plates, but he felt
that 8 x 8 plates and 3 x 3 posts would provide stron-
ger support, and that is what was used.

The wooden pickets are attached to the blocks
using self-tapping screws, which are also used to
mount the blocks to the steel posts. Matching gates
are cut into the fenceline at strategic points.

Including a few change orders, the job took
10 days to complete.

Richardson does a variety of residential and
commercial fencing, with a substantial part of his
business being erection and repair of chain link

Donnie Richardson
(left) constructed the

louvered enclosure seen
below. Richardson

equates the “shuffled”
of wooden pickets to a

deck of cards and a
work of art.

fences and gates at cell tower sites in a three-state
area. And while that definitely pays the bills, he
said that the more artistic projects like the Bee Cave
job are the most enjoyable.

“Fencing is like art to me; I love creating some-

(Ark-La-Tex Fencing photos)

thing from nothing,” he said. “I love fencing so
much I would do it for free, but people pay me. I
feel like I have won the lottery.”

Richardson was born in Atlanta, Tex. and raised
in Arkansas. He started school in Arkansas and
graduated from North Caddo High School in Vivian,
La. His original interest was in welding, which indi-
rectly led to his start in the fence business.

“A few years after I graduated, I was out of
work and happened to pass by a fence company,”
he said. “I noticed that there was welding being
done, and inquired about a job. The company hired
me on the spot.

“The company was Butler Fence, located in
Texarkana, Ark. The company had just receiveda
fencing contract for a cell tower job, and was hir-
ing individuals for a fencing crew. After being on
the job for only one day, I was given the leadership
role over two new hires,” he said.

After working for Butler Fencing for three
years, Richardson decided to go into business for
himself, and founded Ark-La-Tex Fence Company.

“Being that I was a new business, obtaining
jobs was sometimes slow,” he said. “One weekend
I went to Dallas, and happened to pick up a news-
paper and saw that Viking Fence Company was hir-
ing. After calling and answering some job-related
questions, I was hired over the phone.

“After subcontracting for Viking for eight years,
I left there in good standing and restarted Ark-La-
Tex Fencing in 1997,” he said.

He relocated Ark-La-Tex Fencing to Austin,
where he has been for the past 25 years. He may
be reached at: 512-775-5249.

Budget Office: Senate Health Bill Adds 22 Million Uninsured
by: Alan Fram

Associated Press

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., looks out
after boarding an elevator Capitol Hill in Washington, Mon-
day, June 26, 2017. Senate Republicans unveil a revised health
care bill in hopes of securing support from wavering GOP law-
makers, including one who calls the drive to whip his party’s
bill through the Senate this week “a little offensive.” (AP Photo/
Carolyn Kaster)

WASHINGTON (AP)
—  The Senate Republican
health care bill would
leave 22 million more
Americans uninsured in
2026 than under President
Barack Obama’s health
care law, the Congres-
sional Budget Office esti-
mated Monday, complicat-
ing GOP leaders’ hopes of
pushing the plan through
the chamber this week.

Minutes after the
report’s release, three
GOP senators threatened
to oppose a pivotal vote
on the proposal this
week*, enough to sink it
unless Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky., can win over some
of them or other GOP crit-
ics. The bill will fail if just
three of the 52 Republican
senators oppose it, an
event that would deal a
humiliating blow to Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
Senate leaders.

The 22 million addi-
tional people without cov-
erage is just a hair better
than the 23 million who’d
be left without insurance
under the measure the
House approved last
month, the budget office
has estimated. Trump has
called the House version
approved last month
“mean” and told Senate
Republicans to approve
legislation with more
“heart.”

In good news for the
GOP, the budget office said
the Senate bill would cut
the deficit by $202 billion
more over the coming de-
cade than the House ver-
sion. Senate leaders could
use some of those savings
to attract moderate sup-

port by making Medicaid
and other provisions in
their measure more gen-
erous, though conserva-
tives would prefer using
that money to reduce fed-
eral deficits.

The White House
lambasted the nonparti-
san budget office in a
statement, saying it has a
“history of inaccuracy”
projecting coverage.
Democrats said the report
confirmed their own
analysis of the GOP mea-
sure.

“This bill is every bit
as mean as the House bill,”
said Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-
N.Y.

Of the 22 million
without coverage by 2026
under the Senate plan, 15
million would be without
it next year, the budget
office said. That could be

a particular concern to
moderate Sen. Dean
Heller, R-Nev., who faces
perhaps the toughest
2018 re-election race of
any Senate Republican
and has said he can’t sup-
port the measure if huge
numbers of people lose
coverage.

The budget office re-
port said coverage losses
would especially affect
people between ages 50
and 64, before they qualify
for Medicare, and with in-
comes below 200 percent
of poverty level, or around
$30,300 for an individual.

In one example, the
report says that in 2026
under Obama’s law, a 64-
year-old earning $26,500
would pay premiums
amounting to $1,700 a
year, after subsidies. Un-
der the Senate bill, that
person would pay $6,500,

partly because insurers
would be able to charge
older adults more.

Moderate Sen. Susan
Collins, R-Maine, said she
would vote against a GOP
procedural motion, ex-
pected Wednesday, to be-
gin formally debating the
legislation. She tweeted
that she favors a bipartisan
effort to fix Obama’s 2010
statute but added, “CBO
analysis shows Senate bill
won’t do it.”

In addition, conserva-
tive Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky.,
said he would oppose that
motion unless the bill was
changed. And fellow con-
servative Ron Johnson, R-
Wis., said he had “a hard
time believing” he’d have
enough information to
back that motion this
week.

Those two — plus fel-
low conservatives Mike

Lee of Utah and Ted Cruz
of Texas — have said the
current measure doesn’t
do enough to erase
Obama’s law and reduce
premiums. All four said
last week they’d oppose
the bill without changes,
as did Heller.

Most of the dis-
gruntled senators have
left the door open to
backing the measure if
it’s changed.

“It’s going to be very
close, but we’re working
with each one of them in
trying to accommodate
their concerns without
losing other support,”
said No. 2 Senate GOP
leader John Cornyn of
Texas.

Vice President Mike
Pence invited four GOP
senators to dinner Tues-
day to discuss the bill, his
office said: Lee and Sens.
James Lankford of Okla-
homa, Tom Cotton of Ar-
kansas and Ben Sasse of
Nebraska.

The Senate plan,
aimed at rolling back
much of Obama’s 2010
statute, would end the
tax penalty that law im-
poses on people who
don’t buy insurance, in
effect erasing Obama’s
so-called individual man-
date. It would let states
ease Obama’s require-
ments that insurers cover
certain specified services
like substance abuse
treatments, and elimi-
nate taxes on wealthier
people and medical com-
panies that Obama’s law
used to expand coverage.

It would also phase
out extra federal money
that law is providing to 31
states to expand Medic-
aid to additional low-in-

come earners. And it would
put annual caps on overall
Medicaid money the gov-
ernment until now has au-
tomatically paid states,
whatever the costs.

CBO said that under
the bill, most insurance
markets around the country
would be stable before
2020. It said that similar to
the House bill, average pre-
miums around the country
would be higher over the
next two years — including
about 20 percent higher in
2018 than under Obama’s
statute — but lower begin-
ning in 2020.

But the office said that
overall, the Senate legisla-
tion would increase out of
pocket costs for deductibles
and copayments. That’s be-
cause standard policies
would be skimpier than cur-
rently offered under
Obama’s law, covering a
smaller share of expected
medical costs.

In another trouble-
some finding for the legis-
lation, the budget office
warned that in some rural
areas, either no insurer
would be willing participate
in the individual market or
the policies offered would
be prohibitively expensive.
Rural America was a strong-
hold for Trump in the presi-
dential election.

The American Medical
Association, the nation’s
largest doctors’ group, said
it opposed the Senate bill
because some people
would lose coverage and
others would find it too
costly. They wrote that the
measure violates the physi-
cians’ dictum, “First, do no
harm.”

[ *The vote has now
been postphoned until
next week. ]
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Man In Me Cookout

June 24, 2017, the group Man In Me held a cook out in Manor,
Texas. According to the organizers, there were about 190 people who
attended the Cook Out. This Cook Out was noted to be a very family
friendly event. There were activities for children and also activities for
the adults. Moreover, the Man In Me has a youth program and also
woman’s program.

The Man In Me is a program that is  designed to help discover what
is inside of the man. The organization seeks to  encourage men to lead
lives of integrity, and to renew their personal mission in the world. In
addition, the Man In Me seeks to empower, educate and inform men to
create unity in their families. Furthermore, the Man In Me seeks to pro-
vide resources to build stronger men in our society.

The Man In Me holds both men and women groups. For instance,
there is a “Men’s Talk Workshop” which has a “point of view” about what
it is being a man in this world. According to the group they are, “Men who
want to share their experiences and knowledge with a desire to grow.”
Moreover, the group meets every 3rd Friday. In addition, the Women In
Me group that meets bi-monthly on the 4th Friday.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

Pictured left to right: Isaac Rowe and Earl. Photos by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Dale Mantey Announces Candidacy
for 17th Congressional Seat

During the week,
Dale Mantey announced
his intention to run for the
17th United State Congres-
sional District. He plans to
challenge the incumbent
Republican Bill Flores for
this seat. Moreover, the
17th Congressional District
is located in Central Texas.
It covers certain cities such
as Pflugerville, Austin,
Waco, Hearne, Waco, Col-
lege Station and other cit-
ies in the Central Texas
area.

Dale is a “Fourth gen-
eration Texan, born and
raised in Milam County.”
Dale is proud of the fact
that he comes from a lin-
eage of blue collar work-
ers. According to Dale,
“Families are hurting in
the small towns and the
big cities across central
Texas. But no one in Wash-
ington DC seems to be pay-
ing attention, including
our current Representa-
tive Bill Flores.” Over the

years, Dale has seen some
good paying blue collars
leaves Milam County and
some parts of the district.
As a result, he decided to
run for office which would
allow him to be a part of
the solution.

He comes from a long
line of Central Texas blue
collar workers. Unfortu-
nately, the good paying,
hardworking jobs all de-
pend on what we have left

in our district. Families are
hurting in the small towns
and the big cities across
central Texas. But, no one
in Washington DC seems
to be paying attention –
including our current rep-
resentative Bill Flores.
That is why Dale has de-
cided to run for congress
and to serve the people of
District 17, rather than
special interest groups and
big money donors.

Dale Mantey

As the Demo-
graphic shift occurs in
Williamson County, so
does the voting pattern.
Over the years, the high
tech industries have at-
tracted people from all
over the world. Conse-
quently, there are large
Asian American and Af-
rican immigrant com-
munities in the Round
Rock and throughout
Williamson County. As
the population changes
so does the voting pat-
tern. However, the
Democratic Party must

do more to increase im-
migrant involvement.

Just recently, the
Williamson County
Democrats managed to
elect Tammy Young to
the Round Rock City
Council. Moreover, this
gives the Round Rock
Democrats a voice on
the City Council level. Al-
though Hilda Montgom-
ery, who is the Demo-
cratic Party candidate,
failed to win, she is still
engaged and involved in
the local politics of
Round Rock, Texas. In
the rest of Williamson
County, Rachael Gruel-
ing Jonrowe was re-
elected to the

Georgetown City Coun-
cil.

Finally, the Round
Rock Democrats have
turned the corner of
having “unknown candi-
dates” to candidates
who have an opportu-
nity to win. According to
Diaspora Votes, the de-
mographic shift of immi-
grants and of Austinites
moving to Round Rock
has helped the Demo-
cratic Party more than
the Republican Party.”
Consequently, one can
say that Round Rock and
Williamson County are
slowly turning into a
“purple” or battle-
ground county.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Pictured left to right: Hilda Montgomery and Tammy Young attend local
Round Rock Democratic meeting. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Democrats Struggle Despite
Demographic Shift

 By Alexis M. Scott
was written to enlighten,
inspire, educate, influ-
ence, equip, and en-
courage young women
to pursue careers in
STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering,
Mathematics). We are
proud to announce that
our daughter Quinn
Langford is one of the
contributing authors!!!
EMBRACING STEM
SMARTS is available for
purchase on Amazon
beginning June 21st.

During the 2016-
2017 school year, our
Quinn became quite the
STEM advocate! As a
Youth Brigade writer for
The Villager, she wrote

several articles through-
out the year about her
experiences in STEM.
Quinn also served as
the Director of Outreach
for her FIRST Robotics
Competition Team

#2881, the Lady Cans,
and with her team be-
came a founding mem-
ber of the STEM Advo-
cacy Conference of
Texas, a high school-
based program that
brings together like-
minded students
throughout Texas to ad-
vocate for increased
government funding and
support for STEM-
aligned educational ac-
tivities.

We look forward to
seeing what Quinn will
do next. Thank you all so
much for your support,
e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,
prayers, and well wishes
as she continues along
her high school journey.

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

New Report Outlines Action Agenda for
Interlocking Issues of Reproductive,

Racial, Criminal Justice
Report briefing puts
human face to Black
women’s reproductive

justice challenges
WASHINGTON —

Today, In Our Own Voice:
National Black Women’s
Reproductive Justice
Agenda launched its
groundbreaking new re-
port on the state of
Black women and repro-
ductive justice. The re-
port offers firsthand ac-
counts of the lived expe-
riences of Black women,
giving voice to issues in-
cluding abortion access,
the Affordable Care Act,
maternal health and
equal access to contra-
ception.

The report, “Our
Bodies, Our Lives, Our
Voices: The State of Black
Women and Reproduc-
tive Justice,” exposes how
both political parties give
short shrift to the needs
of Black women. One
party consistently fails to

address police violence
against Black people even
as we witness yet another
Black woman —
Charleena Lyles — being
murdered in front of her
own children.

And the other party
ignores our needs in its
frantic push to attract
more white male voters
into its ranks. “But let us
be clear, a vision of eco-
nomic equality that does
not also address the mul-
tiple facets of racial and
gender inequality is not
progress — it’s Jim Crow,”
Howell said.

After introducing
the report, Howell turned
the program over to a
panel, which delved more
deeply into the issues of
Black women and the
criminal justice system,
abortion access, and HIV/
AIDS among Black
women. The panelists
were Deon Haywood (ex-
ecutive director, Women
with a Vision), Marsha

Jones (executive director,
The Afiya Center) and
Masonia Traylor (founder
and CEO, Lady BurgAndy).
Heidi Williamson (CEO of
Idieh Consultant Group)
moderated the panel.

At the end of the
briefing, Howell outlined
an agenda for action
stemming from the re-
port. The action agenda
includes prioritizing voter
engagement and GOTV
efforts; collaborating
with local advocates to
develop and support
policy change that pro-
motes reproductive jus-
tice; investing in Black
women leaders, finan-
cially and otherwise;
building coordinated re-
sponses to injustice
across movements, or-
ganizations, communi-
ties and systems; and
above all,  calling for
Black women to tell the
stories of their lived ex-
periences and leader-
ship.

EMBRACING STEM SMARTS



By Raynard Jackson (NNPA Newswire Columnist)

Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

"IMMEDIATE HIRE:
Administrative Assistants
position.  Resumes ONLY,
no phone calls. E-mail
resumes to info@david-
chapel.org."

Integral Care is currently soliciting
proposals through a Request for
Qualifications (RFQ) process for a
Facilities Master Plan. RFQs may
be sent electronically, by contacting
Brody Ballard at brody ballard
@integralcare.org beginning June
21, 2017. The deadline to submit a
proposal under the RFP is 4 p.m.
CST on July 31, 2017. Historically
Underutilized Businesses, including
Minority-Owned Businesses and
Women-Owned Businesses, are en
couraged to apply.

 Al’s Carpet &Upholstery
Cleaning

“Reasonable Prices, Quality Service”
(512) 445-2443

Cell (512) 799-5477
Serving Austin for over 22 years

3 Rooms of Carpet Cleaned for $55 + tax
Insured/Bonded
FreeEstimates

 5514 Peppertree Pkwy
Austin, TX 78744-362

New Jobs for the
Week of 06/25/2017
Coordinator, Instructional

Initiatives
Highland Campus

Job# 1706026
Assistant, Senior Library

Hays Campus
Job# 1706024

Faculty, English
South Austin Campus

Job# 1706023
Technician, Filter

Location as assigned
Job# 1706022

Assistant, Library
Highland Campus

Job# 1706021
Specialist, Student Support

Highland Campus
Job#1706019

District Police, Dispatcher
Service Center
Job# 1706016

Technician, IT (Computer
Support)

Multiple locations
Job# 1706013

Dean, Student Services
Hays Campus
Job# 1705046

Austin Community College
District (ACC) is soliciting
proposals from qualified firms to
provide Depository Banking
Services.

Request for Proposal (RFP)
 No. 946-17025VJ

All proposals must be submitted to
ACC Purchasing by no later than
Thursday, August 3, 2017 at 2:00
p.m., CST. Solicitation packages are
available on the ACC Purchasing
website at http://www.austincc.edu/
offices/purchasing/advertised-
solicitations or in the ACC Purch-
asing Office with advance notice
(512) 223-1044 between the hours
of 9am and 4pm CST, Monday
through Friday. All proposals must
be sealed and returned to the ACC
Purchasing Office, ACC Service
Center, 9101 Tuscany Way, Austin,
Texas 78754, by the date and time
indicated above.
Electronically transmitted bids will
NOT be accepted unless otherwise
stated in the documents.
Pre-Proposal meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, July 12, 2017at 9:00
am at the ACC Highland Campus,
Rm 301.0.

Democrats Play Dog Whistle Politics, Too. Just Ask Bill Cosby

Bill Cosby arrives to the Montgomery County Courthouse in Norristown, Pa., alongside his
wife, Camille on June 13, 2017.Montgomery County Judge Steven T. O’Neill declared a mistrial in
the Bill Cosby sexual assault case.(POOL PHOTO)

Andrea Constand
arriving at court on

Tuesday, June 6, 2017.
Photo: MATT ROURKE/

AFP/Getty Images

Montgomery County Judge
Steven T. O’Neill

Montgomery County District
Attorney Kevin Steele

NATIONAL (NNPA) -
Two weeks ago, enter-
tainer extraordinaire Bill
Cosby was handed a hung
jury in his sexual assault
trial in Norristown, Pa., a
suburb of Philadelphia.

Regardless of what
you think of Cosby and the
allegations made against
him, a jury of his peers
spoke and they concluded
that they couldn’t reach
unanimous agreement on
any of the three charges,
thus a hung jury.

That should have
been the end of the case
and the end of the story.
It should have been time
for everyone to move on
with their lives; it should
have been a time for
Cosby to get back on stage
and do what he does
best—to entertain and
challenge America; espe-
cially Black America.

But that is not what
happened on June 17th.
Within minutes of Judge
Steven T. O’Neill’s declara-
tion of a mistrial, Mont-
gomery County District
Attorney Kevin Steele ve-
hemently asserted that he
would retry Cosby as soon
as possible.  By law, they
have up to four months to
make a final decision to
retry.

Steele said, “We will
reevaluate and review our
case and will retry it and
move as soon as possible.”

He went on to de-
clare: “[Cosby’s accuser
Andrea Constand] is en-
titled to a verdict in this
case.”

Please allow me to
interpret this for you.
Steele means she is en-
titled to a verdict that “he”
agrees with.

Constand was not
entitled to a verdict; Cosby
was entitled to a trial by a
jury of her “peers,” noth-
ing more, nothing less.

Those who follow my
writings know that I rarely,
if ever, invoke race into my
arguments, but I would be
remiss not to point out the
issue of race in this par-
ticular case.

In 2015, Steele de-
feated former Republican
Montgomery County Dis-
trict Attorney Bruce Castor
in a very heated race.
Steele made the veiled
promise of a conviction of
legendary entertainer Bill
Cosby, the central issue in
the election. In 2005,
when Castor was the dis-
trict attorney, he declined
to prosecute Cosby in the
rape allegation brought
forward by Constand, be-
cause “there was insuffi-
cient evidence.”

So, Steele comes
along in 2015 and says if
you elect me, I will re-
open the case against
Cosby that was dropped
nearly ten years ago.

According to the
2010 census, the county is
79 percent White non-His-

panic, 8.7 percent Black or
African American, 6.4 per-
cent Asian, and 4.3 per-
cent Hispanic or Latino.

Republicans have a
well-earned reputation for
using race to scare White
folks into voting for them
and are rightfully called
out on this practice, but I
find it amazing when
White, liberal Democrats
use the same tactic, liber-

als, especially Black ones,
get laryngitis.

So, Steele used a cari-
cature of the world fa-
mous Black comedian to
convince White voters in
Montgomery County that
he would save them from
thuggish predators like
Cosby, a blind philanthro-
pist, who was once called
“America’s Dad.”

Aren’t these the
same dog whistles that
Democrats accuse Repub-
licans of using?

Look at the 2015
campaign TV commercial
Steele ran against Castor
using the allegations
against Cosby.  When I saw
this ad two years ago, I was
immediately transported
back to 1990 when segre-
gationist Republican Sena-
tor Jesse Helms ran his in-
famous “hands ad.”

 In 1990, Harvey
Gantt, mayor of Charlotte,
N.C. was leading Helms in
his reelection bid for the
U.S. Senate. Gantt would
have become the first
Black senator in North
Carolina’s history. As soon
as Helms aired the hands
ad, the race was, for all
practical purposes, over.

There is absolutely
no doubt that Helms’ ad
was racist and meant to
scare White folks to turn-
out for his reelection. Like-
wise, Steele did the same
thing, but since he is a lib-
eral, White Democrat,
there was no public out-
cry.

Some political insid-
ers have suggested that
Steele’s ultimate goal is to
run for governor of Penn-
sylvania; a conviction in
the Cosby trial was critical
stepping-stone to the
governor’s mansion.

It’s all or nothing for
Steele. Cosby, and by ex-
tension Blacks in Pennsyl-

vania, are simply pawns in
the game that the district
attorney is playing to get
what he wants politically.

The Congressional
Black Caucus raised holy
hell in 1990 denouncing
the Helms’ TV ad; Jesse
Jackson and Al Sharpton
were both all over TV
screaming racism; the
NAACP and Urban League
were sending out massive
amounts of mail coming
out against Helms and Re-
publicans.

These folks and
groups all “claim” to be for
justice and equality for all,
but I guess you have to
add, “if” they agree with
your politics. It is public
knowledge that Cosby has
opened his wallet to many

civil rights groups lending
his celebrity to various so-
cial causes for decades.

So, to all the Blacks
who are running away
from Cosby, like the
plague, and have suddenly
come down with a severe
case of laryngitis, I say that
today Bill Cosby has been
tried and convicted in the
White liberal court of pub-
lic opinion, but ask your-
self, who will stand up for
you when it’s your turn?

We want YOU!
Advertise With The
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MARY J. BLIGE looked stunning while giving a re-
markably powerful performance of her song “Set Me
Free”, before being joined by A$AP ROCKY for a duet
of their collaboration “Love Yourself.”

XSCAPE took to the stage, reuniting for the first
time in eighteen years for an audience-raising perfor-
mance of their greatest hits, including “Understanding”,
“Who Can I Run To” and “Just Kickin’ It.”

YARA SHAHIDI voiced the importance of support-
ing blackness and thanked BET for celebrating black cul-
ture so beautifully when she graciously accepted the
YoungStars Award.

MICHELLE OBAMA and BET Chairman & CEO
DEBRA LEE introduced CHANCE THE RAPPER who gave
an impassioned acceptance speech after receiving the
evening’s Humanitarian Award for supporting educa-
tional and social initiatives within his community and
throughout the U.S. As the youngest BET Awards Hu-

manitarian Honoree to date, Chance talked about the
importance of working on ourselves before we work
on the world.

Celebrating one of the most successful and influ-
ential adult R&B acts in music history, NEW EDITION
was honored with the iconic Lifetime Achievement
Award - but not before the cast of ‘The New Edition
Story’ performed a four song medley of their greatest
hits including “Candy Girl”, “Sensitivity”, “My Preroga-
tive” and “Can You Stand The Rain.” With a full stand-
ing ovation, New Edition then took to the stage and
had the crowds dancing in the aisles on “Mr. Telephone
Man” and “Can You Stand The Rain.”

Jesse Collins, CEO of Jesse Collins Entertainment,
serves as Executive Producer. Connie Orlando, BET’s In-
terim Head of Programming, serves as Executive Pro-
ducer for BET Networks. To see a complete list of all
the BET Award Winners go to www.bet.com.

Mary J. Blige Performs, Chance The Rapper
Receives Humanitarian Award continued from front page

Mary J. Blige and A$AP Rocky perform during the 2017 BET Awards.
Photo by Frederick M. Brown/Getty Images/BET Network.

Chance the Rapper wins the Humanitarian and
the Best New Artist Award. Photo by Frederick

M. Brown/Getty Images/BET Network.

Actress and model Amber Rose on red carpet
arrivals. Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty

Images/BET Networks.

Beyonce performs during the 2016 BET Awards
and wins the 2017 Video of the Year for Sorry.

Photo by Paras Griffin/Getty Images/BET Network.

Walk for
Sickle Cell

The 2017, 6th annual
3K Walk for Sickle Cell, hap-
pening July 1st, 9:00 AM at
Rosewood Park-Doris Miller
Auditorium, 2300 Rose-
wood Ave. Austin, TX
78702. Sickle cell trait test-
ing, live music from The
Blues Specialist featuring
Mel Davis, participation
from community leaders.
Indoor and outdoor exposi-
tion will be featured, break-
fast items, vendor commu-
nication, a in memoriam
presentation, and tons of
family-friendly activities!
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