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Trump Administration
Targets Immigrants

Immigration and Custom Enforcement agents during Operation Cross Check, an effort by ICE
to arrest and deport undocumented immigrants with criminal records.

(ICE/Wikimedia Commons)

NATIONAL NEWS - In
recent weeks, squads of
officers from Immigration
and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) have de-
scended on communities
from the suburbs of Lan-
gley Park, Maryland, and
Austin, Texas to the city
streets of Brooklyn and
Queens, New York and
Los Angeles, California.

Armed with new
powers, ICE agents swept
into the homes, living
spaces and workplaces of
undocumented immi-

By
Barrington M. Salmon

(NNPA Newswire
Contributor)

grants, stopped them at
roadblocks and check-
points and unceremoni-
ously remanded men,
women and young people
to jail cells. The Trump
Administration released
two memos, recently, that
strengthen ICE powers, ig-
niting fears that the ad-
ministration would ratchet
up efforts to detain and
deport undocumented im-
migrants, even those
who’ve committed no
crimes.

Franklin Garcia, a
Washington, D.C. shadow
representative, said that
he’s never seen or experi-
enced what’s playing out

in the various local immi-
grant communities he rep-
resents.

“The two new
memos have everyone
anxious. No one is secure,”
said Garcia, a longtime ac-
tivist and former president
of the D.C. Latino Caucus.
“I came here in 1980 and
I’ve never seen anything
like this. People are saying
they don’t know if they
should go to work. Chil-
dren are scared that they’ll
come home from school
and their parents will be
gone.”

Garcia continued:
“They have criminalized
immigrants. I have heard

horrific and horrible sto-
ries. If you commit a crime
or if you’re just suspected
of that, you can be de-
ported. The administra-
tion wants to reduce the
number of immigrants in
this country and we’re
simply not going to stand
for it. We’re not going to
abandon this country. The
solution is to fight.”

Immigrant communi-
ties are caught up in the
maelstrom, reeling from
the steady assault from
the president and certain

See MASS
DEPORTATIONS,

page 7

Harvard Law Review Elects First
Black Woman as President

by: Zenitha Prince | Senior AFRO Correspondent

A Black woman has
been elected president of
the Harvard Law Re-
view—the first in the re-
vered publication’s 130-
year history.

ImeIme Umana,
one of four daughters
born to Nigerian immi-
grants, was elected as
the 131st president of
the Review out of 12
candidates, eight of
whom were minorities
and eight of whom
were women. She is the
second African Ameri-
can to snag the coveted
position: Barack Obama
became the first when
he was elected in 1990.

“It still feels like
magic that I’m here,”
Umana told The New
York Times of her elec-
tion to the highly com-

petitive position at the
most-circulated journal
in the world.

But colleagues and
others said Umana’s
election was not by
chance.

“ImeIme is one of
the most brilliant,
thoughtful, and dedi-
cated people I’ve ever
met, and the Law Re-
view is in phenomenally
good hands,” said
Michael Zuckerman,
Umana’s predecessor,
in a statement. “Like
many others around
campus, I’ve been
blown away by ImeIme
since she was an under-
graduate in Harvard’s
Lowell House, and it
has been thrilling to
watch the Law Review’s
membership recognize

so heartily what a spe-
cial human being she is.
I am excited for all of the
amazing work that she
will do for our institu-
tion in the year ahead.”

Umana, a native of
State College, Pa., is a
2014 graduate of
Harvard College, where
she earned dual degrees
in African American

studies and govern-
ment. She plans to in-
tern with the public
defender’s office in
Washington, D.C. And,
she has already lined up
a clerkship with Judge
Robert L. Wilkins of the
U.S. Court of Appeals in
the District of Columbia
upon her graduation
next year.

ImeIme A. Umana '14, pictured above as an un-
dergraduate, will serve as the 131st President of the
Harvard Law Review. (SHUNELLA GRACE LUMAS)

California
Fight
With

EPA Will
Affect
Nation

by: Rushawn Walters
Howard University

News Service

California is prepar-
ing for a huge fight over its
climate with the Trump
administration and its new
EPA director, a battle that
could have ramifications
for residents across the
nation, from New York to
Washington state, from
Maryland to Massachu-
setts, from Pennsylvania
to Arizona – potentially
affecting more than one of
every three Americans.

In preparation for
what elected officials ex-
pect to be a protracted
brawl on auto emissions,
the state has hired Eric
Holder, attorney general
under President Obama,
to take on the Environ-
mental Protection
Agency’s new leader, Scott
Pruitt.

See PRUITT, page 5

Charges
Without Proof!

     This week we have
spent a lot of time talking
about whether or not
President Barack Obama
tapped President Donald
Trump’s phones in
Trump Tower during the
election.  And even
though he did not have
any proof, Trump con-
tinued to make the
charges after taking
office.  And now he is
being asked to provide
proof of the charges.
     An investigation is
under way to prove or
disprove the charges, but
Trump still has not come
forth with any proof that
the wire tapping hap-
pened. But, it is taking up
a lot of time in congress
to get to the truth. As a
result, congress is
wasting a lot of time
looking for something
that many believe does
not exist.
     All of the talk over
this issue seems to be a
strategy to distract
congress and the public
away from the discussion
of the issue of throwing
out the Affordable Care
Act (Obama Care) to
replace it with a new
program.  It is estimated
that more than 15 million
Americans will lose their
insurance coverage if
Obama Care is repealed.
At this time, the bill is
stalled in the House of
Representatives.
    It appears that
c o n g r e s s i o n a l
investigations will be very
common in the Trump
Administration. There
seems to be char- ges and
counter charges of a number
of issues during the early
days of the Trump Admin-
istration. The problem is
that some of these charges,
if true, would be Federal
Crimes.  It is difficult to
remember when former
presidents have had to go
to court over decisions that
were ruled
unconstitutional. So far,
many of the court
decisions have been in
favor of the people.
      As these go let others
come.

U.S. Navy inducts
first African American

female Boatswain’s Mate.
See SUMMER

Page 2

AAEYE honors thriving
early childhood

development program.
See LEADERSHIP

Page 3

Texas Diasporas
initiates political
game changer.

See IVORIAN
Page 6
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Since last year, I have
called for a non-partisan,
independent, comprehen-
sive investigation of Rus-
sian interference in our
democracy. The steady
drumbeat of disclosures
since the election reveal-
ing more contacts be-
tween President Trump’s
associates and Russian
government officials has
only increased the urgency
of this review. This is not
an attempt to “redo” the
election, but rather an im-
portant determination re-
garding to what extent a
foreign, belligerent power
meddled in our election
process.

Russia is hardly our
friend.  Putin runs a cor-
rupt operation that mur-
ders its opponents and
threatens its neighbors.

Understanding
Extent of
Russian
Election

Interference
Should be a

Non-Partisan
Issue

by U.S. Rep.
Lloyd Doggett

Additionally, he was in-
volved in war crimes in
both Syria and Ukraine.
Russians continue waging
cyberattacks against us
and actively interfering in
elections across Europe in
an attempt to create as
much chaos and as little
European unity as pos-
sible.  How anyone could
admire anything about him
remains a mystery.  And
NATO remains very impor-
tant to counter this Rus-
sian aggression.

Already, the unani-
mous conclusion of all 17
intelligence services is
that Russia interfered in
the recent presidential
election to benefit one can-
didate.  Continued duck-
ing, dodging, and diversion
regarding Kremlin connec-
tions only heightens con-

cerns.
This month we

learned that Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions misled
the Senate during his con-
firmation hearings regard-
ing his meetings with the
Russian Ambassador. He
volunteered that he “did
not have communications
with the Russians” – even
though this was not the
question he was asked.  It
was also revealed that the
President’s son-in-law,
Jared Kushner, met with
the Russian Ambassador,
Sergey Ivanovich Kislyak,
ushering him into Trump
Tower via the back door.
With additional dodging
from others known to have
met with the Russians, like
now former national secu-
rity advisor General Mike
Flynn, J.D. Gordon, and
Carter Page, you have to
wonder how everyone
manages to forget their in-
teractions with the Rus-
sians only to remember
that they absolutely did
not talk about the election.

Now, federal investi-
gators and computer sci-
entists are examining
whether there was a com-
puter server connection
between the Trump orga-
nization and a Russian
bank.  Perhaps no fire, but
more than enough smoke
to warrant review. While
the President has claimed
in recent months that he
has no deals or relation-
ships in Russia, prior com-
ments suggest otherwise.

One way to deter-
mine the extent of any en-
tanglement would be for
the President to release his
federal tax returns, as ev-
ery presidential candidate
has done for decades. In
2013, he said during a tele-
vision interview, “Well,
I’ve done a lot of business
with the Russians. They’re
smart and they’re tough.”
Previously, his son,
Donald, Jr. had indicated
that “…Russians make up
a pretty disproportionate

cross-section of a lot of our
assets...”  If there’s no con-
tinuing relationship, why
not try to clear things up
by releasing his tax re-
turns?

Unfortunately, the
President’s congressional
allies have blocked the
Committee amendments
that I have twice proposed
to require a private, expert
review of his tax returns.
I will continue seeking ev-
ery opportunity to obtain
these returns.

“A First
of a Kind:

Mesa
Verde’s
Bos’n”

Story by Petty Officer
2nd Class

Brent Pyfrom

NORFOLK, Va. -
There is always a first. In
the Navy so many firsts are
spoken about that they
become test questions.
Well here’s one more first,
the Navy’s first African-
American, female Boat-
swains Mate (BM) chief
warrant officer; Chief War-
rant Officer 2 Summer
Levert.

Levert is assigned to
the amphibious transport
dock ship USS Mesa Verde
(LPD 19) as the ship’s
Bos’n. The ship’s Bos’n is
an officer who is the sub-
ject matter expert on all
major seamanship func-
tions and the maintenance
of topside gear such as;
small boat operations, su-
pervising anchoring, moor-

ing, replenishment at sea,
towing, transferring of per-
sonnel and cargo, and the
operation and mainte-
nance of ship’s boats. She
is depended on by the
ship’s captain to execute
major seamanship evolu-
tions safely and maintain-
ing the external upkeep of
the ship.

Levert, a Cleveland
native, began her military
service in the Army Na-
tional Guard in 1997, and
was assigned to a military
police company. After her
time with the National
Guard was completed, she
decided to join the Navy,
and in October of 2000,
become a boatswain’s
mate. After making chief
petty officer in 2011,

Levert wanted more from
her career and set her
sights on becoming a chief
warrant officer. In 2014,
she applied to the chief
warrant officer program
and was selected.

”Coming up as a jun-
ior Sailor in a male domi-
nated field I knew there
would be times I’d have to
prove to them that I de-
served to be there as much
as they did,” Levert said.
“There were times I felt I
had something to prove or
that I wasn’t strong
enough, and now by look-
ing at what I have accom-
plished thus far I realize
that the only thing to prove
was that goals can be
reached through hard
work and perseverance.”

When achieving suc-
cess there are always ob-
stacles to overcome. Some
obstacles are harder than
others, but Levert, an Afri-
can-American woman,
continued to use her fam-
ily, friends and mentors for
inspiration to get her
where she is today.

”My first inspiration
was my twin sister, who
was also a BM in the Navy,
but had joined before me.
My second inspiration is
my mom, who was an
Army nurse in the re-
serves, and then there
were the Bosn’s that I
worked for and observed
throughout my years as a
BM. They were the smart-
est people I knew. They
taught me my job so well
that I thought they read
Naval Ships’ Technical
Manuals in their sleep.
They were respected ev-
erywhere they went, and I
knew that it was well de-
served. That’s what I
wanted to be in my wild-
est dreams.”

According to multiple
Sailors on Mesa Verde;
Levert is the Bos’n she’s
looked up to throughout
her career. Her leadership
echoes throughout the
ship and can be seen and
heard during any boat op-
eration; one can hear her
calling out orders and mak-
ing sure Sailors comply
with safety procedures. It’s
safe to say that deck de-

partment has a female
leader who knows what it
takes to achieve mission
and personal success.

”Bos’n is very
humble. She believes in
hard work and effort; and
only desires to be mea-
sured by her character and
deed,” said Lt. Alvin
Weidetz III, USS Mesa
Verde’s deck department
head. “Woe betides the
Sailor, junior or senior, that
steps out of line or throws
safety to the wind. But at
the end of every evolution,
Bos’n will count heads en-
suring all are safe and
sound, laud each and ev-
eryone for their efforts and
encourage their improve-
ments to do better.”

In December of 2015,
she received a plaque of
recognition for her service
from her hometown U.S.
Representative, Marcia L.
Fudge, which she viewed
as a great honor.

At the end of the day
Levert has made Mesa
Verde and Navy history,
but it’s not the past that
motivates her; it’s the Sail-
ors’ and their futures.

”My Sailors motivate
me. I always think about
the young Sailors that tell
me how much they ad-
mire me, how much they
want to be like me some-
day. If I quit they’ll think
it is ok to quit and that’s
not the message I want
to send.”

Chief Warrant Officer 2
Summer Levert



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org Rev. Darron E. Patterson

              Pastor

Child Inc
Executive
Director
Awarded

the
AAEYC
Mabel
Pitts

Leadership
Award
AUSTIN, TX - At the

AAEYE (Austin Association
for the Education of Young
Children) Awards Banquet
held the evening of Febru-
ary 21st at the St. David’s
Episcopal Church Commu-
nity Center, Mr. Albert L.
Black, Child Inc Executive
Director was awarded the
Mabel Pitts Leadership
Award.  This award is given
to an AAEYC member for
outstanding community
leadership and contribu-
tions on behalf of young
children.  Mr. Black has
spent a career advocat-
ing for increased quality
learning environments
for our most vulnerable
children.  As a teacher,
public school principal,
working for the Texas
Education Agency and
current position as Ex-
ecutive Director for Child
Inc he leads the agency
through effective pro-
gram management while
striving to provide a ho-
listic 2-Generational ap-
proach for early develop-
ment.

In addition, Child Inc
Center Manager, Tawanna
Parham was awarded the
Administrator of the Year
Award for excellence in
Early Childhood Center
leadership in Austin.  Ms.
Parham has been with
Child Inc since January of

2017 AAEYC Award Winners Left to Right:
Jeannette Watson Advocate of the Year – City of Austin Council Member Delia Garza

Sallie Beth Moore Classroom Teacher of the Year – Babitha Satheesh
Sallie Beth Moore Classroom Teacher of the Year – Chantal Mbaya

Madeline Sutherland Award – Brandy Griffin
Administrator of the Year– Tawanna Parham

Mabel Pitts Leadership Award– Albert L. Black, Child Inc Executive Director

Child Inc staff and invited guests in attendance.

2014.  Ms. Parham is a de-
tailed oriented individual
that always keeps her pri-
orities aligned with our
agency’s mission and
goals. She always main-
tains a warm demeanor
and positive attitude in
any job responsibility.

Just recently Forbes
and Cedar Bend CDC’s
joined the other seven
Child Inc  early childhood
development centers to
complete the rigorous ac-

creditation process of the
National Association for
the Education of Young
Children (NAEYC) - the
nation’s leading organiza-
tion of early childhood
professionals .  Both Cen-
ters  successfully met all
program standards, re-

ceiving commendations in
the categories of relation-
ships, curriculum, assess-
ment of child progress,
health, teachers, families,
community relationships,
physical environment,
leadership and manage-
ment.

AUSTIN, TX, MARCH 14, 2017:  On Sunday, March 26, 2017,
DC will celebrate our beloved Ushers and Greeters during the
10:30 a.m. worship service. The theme is “A Welcome Ministry
of Gracious and Godly Servants” (Colossians 4:2,5-6) and the guest
minister is Dr. B.W. McClendon, Sr., Pastor of the St. James Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Austin. Dr. B.W. McClendon, Sr.’s mag-
netic personality, blended with an explosive sermon and exposi-
tory speaking delivery style has drawn audiences nationwide for
more than three decades. He has emerged as one of the most
influential spiritual leaders of this generation. Dr. McClendon has
been Pastor of the St. James Missionary Baptist Church since 1993.
Mark your calendars for this joyous occasion! David Chapel is lo-
cated at 2211 E. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. in Austin, Texas.

David Chapel Missionary
baptist church Celebrates its

welcome ministry



Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc
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“The Skin I’m in” Book Review

Kennedy George
Pflugerville Cele M. S.

The Skin I’m In is writ-
ten by Sharon Flake. The
main character in this
story is a girl named
Maleeka. This book shows
how a young girl struggles
through middle school be-
cause of her skin color.
Everybody calls her a bad
person, but deep inside
she is a sweet little
girl.Maleeka tends to get
involved in things that she
doesn’t want to do, like
trashing her favorite
teacher's classroom. She
tries to fit in with this girl
named Char who isn’t a
good person and got held
back three times in sixth
grade.

Maleeka only lives
with her mom who is a
single parent and her dad
died at a young age.
Maleeka’s mom cared
about her a lot. Even
though she told her to do
important things she
didn’t like because it’s for
her own good. When

Maleeka got in trouble
one day at school, she had
to work in the office until
her mom said it was okay
for her to stop. I thought
she deserved it, Maleeka
was being a follower and
not a leader. She had to
take up responsibility.

Maleeka has a diary
and writes about how she
feels. She names a char-
acter named Akleema,
which is almost Maleeka
backwards. “Dear Diary: I
was sick ,bad, for a long
while. When I woke up,
Kinjari was gone. Dead.
He had the mark. The
pocks, the girl chained to
me said, sucking her front
teeth like they was soup
bones. The slavers tossed
him over the side, she said.
But this one, she steals my
food. Can I trust her with
the truth? I don’t know.”
Maleeka feels that she
isn’t good enough for any-
body. So she decides to cut
her hair to change up her
style and look better, ends
up everybody makes fun of
her because she hardly
has any hair. To her she
thought it was a big differ-
ence and made her pret-
tier. Nobody shouldn't
change the way they look
because of other people's
negative feedback.What I
enjoyed about this book is
how Maleeka kind of re-
minds me how my life is
and what I went through
and am going through
right now.

Wesley Dickerson
Cedar Ridge H. S.

“Get Out” Movie Review

The movie Get Out has
received large critical ac-
claim and wide success dur-
ing its first few weekends.
After seeing the movie my-
self I can attest to all of the
positive feedback that the
film has received.

Going into see Get Out
I was very excited to see it,
and the film lived up to all
of my expectations. The
movie is about a young
adult African American man
who is dating a white
woman and goes to meet
her family for the first time
on a weekend long trip. As
soon as he gets there he
realizes that something isn’t
right about the family and
the other people in the area.
The main character, Chris is
trying to put together what

exactly is wrong with the
family for the majority of the
weekend until he makes a
very shocking discovery.
From then the movie is filled
with action, and surprises
that keep the audience en-
gaged at all times.

What surprised me
most about the film were
the comedic elements that
were installed throughout
the movie. LilRel Howery
plays Rod, Chris’ best
friend, and he provides
much needed comic relief
during the movie and dur-
ing some of the most un-
expected times. Get Out is
such a quality movie be-
cause it has a very high
entertainment value in it.
Director Jordan Peele
gives the audience drama,
comedy, and action all at
once. The movie allows
people to be very engaged
through multiple forms of
entertainment.

This is a very good
movie that is worthy of all
the praise it has received.
I highly recommend that all
young adults go and see
this excellent film.

Cyrena Matingou
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Last District Game

On Friday, March 10,
Cedar Ridge High School
(CRHS) Girl's JV Soccer
played their last district
game at Westwood High
School. The girls won their
game 1-0 when Annika
Engstrom scored her goal
at the beginning of the
second half of the game.

This was our last district
game, so the JV team's
soccer season is over.

Teresa Jones, the JV
goal keeper, said "I was
very excited when Annika
scored and I was jumping
up and down in my keeper
box!" After some losses
during the season, beating
Westwood on their home
turf boosted our team's
morale, making us eager
for next season. After the
game, CRHS' Girls' Varsity
team played Westwood
and won 2-1. Teresa also
says that because of JV's
win, "the atmosphere in
the stands was energetic.
Everyone was cheering
and hollering for the Cedar
Ridge players."

     I am looking for-
ward to next season and
hope we win many games.

Zachariah Washington
Crockett High School

Sarah Robertson
Athlos Leadership Acad.

Alcohol Abuse Awareness Month

For those of you who
do not know what Alcohol
Abuse is, Alcohol Abuse is
a person is not yet physi-
cally dependent on alcohol
but still has a serious drink-
ing problem. Some Symp-
toms of Alcohol Abuse is
the failure to fulfill major
work, school, or home re-
sponsibilities, legal or so-

cial problems, or drinking
in situations that are dan-
gerous, such as while driv-
ing.

Founded and spon-
sored by NCADD, Alcohol
Awareness Month was
established in 1987 to
help reduce the stigma
so often associated with
alcoholism by encourag-
ing communities to reach
out to the American pub-
lic each April with infor-
mation about alcohol, al-
coholism and recovery.
Alcoholism is a chronic,
progressive disease, ge-
netically predisposed
and fatal if untreated.
People can and do re-
cover. In fact, it is esti-
mated that as many as 20
million individuals and
family members are liv-
ing lives in recovery!

Black History Month

Athlos Leadership
Academy celebrated Black
History Month on Friday,
March 10th.  Even though
black history is traditionally
celebrated in February my
school wanted to make sure
that everything was perfect.

There were kids that
got selected to perform in

the black history month pro-
gram from the middle
school that either did a
poem or a rap.  I was so ex-
cited that we were having
a black history program be-
cause this was going to be
the first one at Athlos.

During the program
we had multiple speakers to
share their personal expe-
rience as a black person in
America. We had two ladies
sing the black national an-
them “Lift Every Voice”, and
a guest preacher talked to
us about how are all the
same but different. After the
program we had a picnic to
end our day which was re-
ally fun. I had a great time
at the black history program
and I can’t wait for another
one.

Glamping

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

Glamping is a mixture
of glamour and camping.
Glamping describes camp-
ing in a resort-style, oppos-
ing from the "traditional"
camping.

Glampsite's prices can
range from the small

amount of $50 per night to
the large amount of thou-
sands of dollars per night,
depending on their re-
sources. Glamping is a fun
activity for the entire fam-
ily to enjoy and participate
in. Some activities that they
have are, volleyball, canoe-
ing, swimming, kayaking,
paddle boarding, fishing,
and more. I went glamping
at Sons Island over Spring
Break in Seguin, TX. I really
enjoyed it because it was
peaceful although the lake
was cold and making
s'mores was fun! It was a
nice trip with my cousin and
friend along. I had fun. I
can't want for our next trip.

Jupiter

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.
Did you know there

were 8 planets in the solar
system? Jupiter is one of
those planets and its the
most fascinating to me be-
cause its made of mostly
hydrogen gas. The planet is

covered in thick red, brown,
yellow and white clouds.

There is said to be a
red spot on Jupiter made of
gas that has been raging for
300 years!! There are inner
and outer planets that are
mainly made of rock and a
planet orbit lies within the
asteroid belt. Outer planets
are mainly gas lining the
outside of the asteroid.

Lastly, Out of all the 8
planets Jupiter is my favor-
ite because it looks cool and
it  is positioned between
Venus, Earth and Mars
which are some of my other
favorite planets. Thank you
for reading.

Joshua Moore
KIPP Austin Academy

Spring Break
During spring break I

want to go to the carnival
with my brother. I also want
to get a new phone. The
only reason I want to go to
the carnival is so that I can
get funnel cake.  I want a
new phone because the
one I have is ugly and be-
cause every time I turn it
on,  I have to restart it.  What
are the things you want to
do during spring break?

Precalculus

After receiving my
transcript a few weeks
ago, I set a goal to raise
both my weighted and
unweighted GPA. Unfortu-
nately, the only way of do-
ing that was to maintain
an average of 97 in my
most difficult class, Pre-
calculus.

Typically, one would

assume that advanced
placement courses are
more challenging, how-
ever, these are the classes
in which I thrive in the
most, and I struggle more
in my regular classes like
Precalculus.

Because my first se-
mester average was a 94,
I must earn a 100 for both
the 3rd and 4th quarters as
well as the final exam in
order to get my GPA where
I want it to be.

Thus far I have met 1/
3 of that criteria, as I have
ended the third quarter
with a perfect score. Now,
I must continue that to
apply the same work ethic
and motivation for the up-
coming quarter and final
exam to accomplish my
goal.

Jalen Moore
KIPP Austin Collegiate

@TheVillagerATX
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California, home to
39 million Americans and
an estimated 14.5 million
cars, both the highest for
any state, is fighting to
maintain its higher auto-
mobile emissions restric-
tions, which its leaders say
have rescued the state
from high levels of air pol-
lution.

The law, state officials
said, has paid off.

Since 2015, Los Ange-
les’ “smog” days, those
days in which air pollut-
ants are higher than the
federal regulation stan-
dards, have declined by
nearly 50 percent com-
pared to the numbers dur-
ing the 1970s.

Health care and black
elected officials say the
fight is particularly impor-
tant to African Americans
because statistics show
African-American commu-
nities suffer disproportion-
ately from high levels of air
pollution.

Due to California’s suc-
cess, 13 other states, Ari-
zona, Connecticut, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, New Mexico,
New York, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, Ver-
mont and Washington,
have adopted its clean car
standards.

Now, those states
fear the EPA will no longer
allow them the exemp-
tions that it has done
through every Republican

Pruitt called scientific evidence of correlation between climate
change and human activity “religious beliefs” continued from page 1

Scott Pruitt - 14th
Administrator of the

Environmental
Protection Agency

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti won a second term on March 7, but his real victory came in
beating back a ballot measure that would have placed restrictions on major developments that he
sees as part of the answer to the city’s notorious gridlock and smog. (AP Photo/John Antczak)

and Democratic adminis-
tration since the law was
initiated.

During his Senate

confirmation hearing,
Pruitt, who sued the EPA
14 times as Oklahoma at-
torney general and has
called scientific evidence
of a correlation between
climate change and hu-
man activity “religious be-
liefs,” refused to say
whether the EPA under his
direction will allow states
to maintain higher emis-
sion control standards.

Newly-elected Cali-
fornia Sen. Kamala Harris
repeatedly questioned
Pruitt about the states’
concerns.

Harris, who opposed
Pruitt ’s confirmation,

said last week she was
troubled by Pruitt’s re-
sponse.

“California is a rec-
ognized leader on clean
energy development and
global effort to combat
climate change,” Harris
said in an interview.
“During his hearing, I
asked multiple times if he
would uphold California’s
motor vehicle pollution
standards, and each time
he shied away from that
guarantee.”

California’s ranking
senator, Dianne
Feinstein, who also op-
posed Pruitt’s confirma-

tion, said she and her
constituency are also
concerned about Pruitt’s
environmental view.

California Congress-
woman Karen Bass, a
Democrat who represents
Los Angeles, said if Pruitt’s
doesn’t uphold the emis-
sions controls rules, it
could have a serious effect
on the most vulnerable
Americans.

“Something that
seems to be far from his
radar is the disproportion-
ate effects climate change
has on poorer communi-
ties,” Bass said an e-mail to
Howard University News

Service.
“Rolling back envi-

ronmental protection is
going to disproportion-
ately impact communities
of color already suffering
from brownfields, toxic
waste or the type of negli-
gence that led to the Flint
water crisis.”

President Trump,
who has already signed
executive orders to roll-
back EPA policies to pro-
tect the nation’s water, has
said EPA is hurting the
economy. Before Trump
was elected, he called the
EPA a “disgrace.”

“Every week they
come out with new regu-
lations,” he told Fox News
in 2015. “They’re making
it impossible. We’ll be fine
with the environment. We
can leave it a little bit, but
you can’t destroy busi-
nesses.”

Despite Trump’s
claims, the auto industry is
flourishing in California
under the state’s tighter
emissions controls.  In
2015, the state nearly set
a new record when new
car sales rose 11 percent.
Californians bought more
than two million cars that
year.

According to Employ-
ment Development De-
partment data, jobs in
California’s automotive in-
dustry jobs have grown by
47,000 since 2011, nearly
a 26 percent increase.

Guest Columnist:
Dr. Gregory J. Vincent
Vice President for Diversy and Community Engagement
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

THANK YOU LETTER TO
 U. S. SENATOR
JOHN CORNYN!

By Ben Ogbodiegwu, Executive Director
Push-Up Foundation, Inc.

The Push-Up Founda-
tions, Inc., is a community
minority non-profit orga-
nization which provided
transitional housing, sub-
stance abuse treatment
services, case manage-
ment, and created job
employments opportuni-
ties, and training for
homeless persons and in-
dividuals coming out of
jails and prisons for more
than 24 years in Austin
community, before it was
shut down by Austin En-
ergy for inaccurate water
and electric billings that
affected more than 4,000
businesses, including
churches in Austin. How-
ever, only Push-Up Foun-
dation, Inc. was singled
out by Austin Energy, City
of Austin to be shut down.

      U.S. Senator John
Cornyn was the only poli-
tician who helped us, and
fought for the agency,
when our Congressman
Doggett and former Coun-
cil-Member Michael
Martinez vehemently de-
clined their supports to
the agency the same day
its electricity was turned
off, and the program was
forced to close. Despite
our plea to both Mayor
Leffingwell and former
City Manager Marc Ott,
they could not help a pro-
gram which was very suc-
cessful in helping the poor.
“Since October 15, 2013,
our clients had been

thrown out there in the
streets without a program
to accommodate them!

     However, we want
to inform you, Senator
John Cornyn, that the let-
ter of July 28, 2015, sent
to you from Taxpayer Ad-
vocate Service to the
United States Department
of Justice was a lie.  The U.
S. Department of Justice
said, “Mr. Ogbodiegwu, as
I’ve stated before, the De-
partment of Justice is not
involved in IRS internal
administrative opera-
tions.”  If, it is true that DOJ
does not participate in the
internal administrative
operations of IRS, why did
taxpayer Advocate Service
send this letter to you?
Now we shall have our day
in the Federal Courtroom
2, on the Fourth Floor of
the United States Court-
house, 501 West Fifth
Street, Austin, EX, on Fri-
day, March 17, 2017 at
9:oo a.m. Ben V. United
States, Civil No.AU: ̀ 16-CV-
01151-55.

     We thank you,
Senator John Cornyn, and
your staff for being with us
during these difficult times
with the internal Revenue
Service.  We wanted the
people of Texas to know
that you are a true U. S.
Senator, who loves his
people and serves every-
one, we love you. God
bless you and your de-
voted humble staff.

Vincent to Discuss Affirmative Action
During Civil Rights Symposium

AUSTIN, TX - This spring, the Heman Sweatt
Symposium on Civil Rights features two lectures
by Dr. Gregory J. Vincent, vice president for di-
versity and community engagement at The Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin.  The two lectures are
presented in conjunction with his class Race and
the Law: Exploring the Law through Critical Race
Theory and Other Lenses.

The first lecture will discuss affirmative ac-
tion. It will be held Wednesday, March 22, 2017;
4:30-6:00 p.m. in the Bass Lecture Hall at the LBJ

School of Public Affairs (2313 Red River St.).
The second lecture will discuss freedom of

speech in the academy. It will be held Wednes-
day, April 12; 4:30-6:00 p.m. in Francis Auditorium
at the University of Texas Law School (727 E. Dean
Keaton St).

RSVP by emailing rsvp-
ddce@austin.utexas.edu. The lectures are free and
open to the public. If you have questions, please
call 512-232-4621.

Skill-building and Support Group for
African American Women

Edna Brinkley, PhD
("Dr.B")

Licensed Psychologist

I am holding a free
information meeting
(not a therapy session)
on Thursday, March
30th at 6:00 pm at The
Brinkley Center, 5766
Balcones Drive,  103.
We will discuss the up-
coming skill building
and support group for
African American

women. In general, this
will be a 10-week
group where you will
learn information and
skills to help you learn
how to deal with
“who” or “what” is on
your nerves. I invite
you to attend this free
meeting and consider
joining this 10-week

group.
I need at least 6

women to express in-
terest before going for-
ward with the free in-
formation meeting.
When I have at least 6,
I will email you the de-
tails of the information
meeting. Meeting date
listed here is tentative.

SXSW FILM
FESTIVAL

ANNOUNCES
2017 JURY

AND SPECIAL
AWARDS

Austin, Texas – The South by Southwest® (SXSW®) Confer-
ence and Festivals announced the 2017 Jury and Special Award
winners of the SXSW Film Awards Presented by FilmStruck at the
historic Paramount Theatre. The awards were hosted by Saturday
Night Live cast member Sasheer Zamata. Feature Films receiving
Jury Awards were selected from the Narrative Feature and Docu-
mentary Feature Competition categories. All Audience Awards will
be announced separately on Saturday, March 18, along with the
VR/AR Virtual Cinema award winners.
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Monday, March 6,
2017, Ghana celebrated
yet another Indepen-
dence Day. Ghana is one
of the first independent
countries on the African
continent. Ghana first re-
ceived it independence
on March 6, 1957. It set
a tone for other Africans
countries, especially for
other West African
countries to seek inde-
pendence. In other
words, Ghana showed
the rest of West Africa
that independence was
possible. Consequently
when Ghana celebrates
her independence, it
serves as a remem-
brance to other African

It’s official, Anne
Duffy and Heather Jefts
have announced their can-
didacies to run for the Ce-
dar Parks City Council,
they have organized vari-
ous “Greet and Meet”
events. These events are
opportunities for people
living in Cedar Parks and
local activists to meet and
talk directly to Anne Duffy
and Heather Jefts. More-
over, greet and meets
events tend to allow the
candidates to sign up nu-
merous committed volun-
teers, which, in turn would
give them the ability to

Saturday, March
11, 2017, the Ivorian
American Community of
Central Texas had some
special guests attend
their meeting. The two
special guests were Ana
Cortez and Chito Vela
who are both running for
Texas House District 46.
Although there were two
candidates, this event
was geared more to im-
migration. Not only were
the Ivorian American
community present at

Cedar Parks Candidates Host Community “Meet and Greet”
by Tsoke

(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

block walk or conduct
phone call on behalf of the
candidates.

First off, Anne Duffy
who has lived in Cedar
Park for over 17 years. As
a resident of Cedar Park,
she has been active in her
community. According to
Anne Duffy, “I coached
two seasons of girls fast
pitch softball at Cedar Park
Youth League. I served on
the student health advi-
sory committee for the
Leander Independent
School District (SHAC). I
volunteered as medical
support for the Austin
Marathon for three years.
In addition, she believes in
“servant leadership.” Ac-
cording to Anne Duffy, “I

stand for the quality of life
for all of our residents. My

passions are public safety,
parks and recreation and

supporting the vitality of
our local businesses.”

Secondly, Heather
Jefts who is also a long-
time resident of Cedar
Park is running on a vari-
ety of issues such as trans-
parency,  accessibility, di-
versity, development and
affordability. According to
her diversity platform,
“We should stress exclu-
sivity on our City Council
as well as listen and re-
spond to the needs of all
the various citizens. There
are also many people in
our community who are
either temporarily or per-
manently disabled. Some
of our public buildings are
not ADA compliant, and
there is little enforcement
of legally designated park-
ing spaces.”

Pictured left to right: Heather Jefts, Kim Collins Gilby, and Anne Duffy.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Texas House District 46 Candidates Attend
Central Texas Ivorian American Association Meeting

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

this event, but there
were also people from
various other communi-
ties, such as, Haiti and
Togo.

At this event, the
main focus was about
the recent anti-immigra-
tion climate occurring
due to the recent elec-
tion of Trump. Moreover,
the Ivorian American
community had a lot of
question to ask Chito
Vela who is also an im-
migration attorney.
Some of the questions
varied from importance
of carrying a green card

to the importance of cre-
ating and keeping good
documentation. Another
question was whether or
not police officer can ask
as “immigration officers?
According to Mr, Vela
normally police officer
don’t get involved in im-
migration issues, unless
the individual as a spe-
cial detainee request is-
sued by Immigration
Enforcement officers.

One of the biggest
ways to end this anti-
immigration climate can
be caused through the
political process. Ac-

cording to Mr. Vela, “If
Republicans support
tougher immigration
rules start to lose their
seats, then others will try
to temper their immigra-

Pictured left to right: Bernard Ndri, President of the Ivorian American
Community Association; Chito Vela, Immigration attorney and Texas House
District 46 Candidate; and Ana Cortez, Texas House District 46 Candidate. Photo
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

tion stance.” Hopefully,
this advice may prompt
more people from the
African Diaspora com-
munity to vote and to get
more politically involved.

According to Diaspora
Vote,” if more African
communities in Central
Texas get involved in
politics then it will be a
game changer.”

The
Celebration

of the
Austin

Ghanaian
Community

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

countries that “self-de-
termination” is pos-
sible. In the Central
Texas area, the Ghana-
ian American commu-
nity marked another In-
dependence Day of cel-
ebration.

In the Austin area,
a group of Ghanaian
Americans came to-
gether in order to cel-
ebrate. This year, the
Austin Ghanaian Ameri-
cans decided to join
with the other Ghana-
ian Americans of Hous-
ton to enjoy their week-
long  celebration. In
other words, the cel-
ebration was held in
Houston, Texas. Further-

more, the week-long
celebration included a
soccer game, an award
ceremony and an
Evening Gala. Moreover,
this event served as a way
to strengthen the bond
between the Ghanaian
American Diaspora living
throughout the State of
Texas. As one can see,
there is a growing African
population throughout
Texas.

According to the or-
ganizers, there is a large
Ghanaian American
population living in Cen-
tral Texas. There are at
least 600 Ghanaian
Americans living in Cen-
tral Texas. Over the
years, there has been a
strong growth of the Af-
rican community in Cen-
tral Texas. Most of them
come to Central Texas
due to the good eco-
nomic climate. As they
settle in Central Texas,
some still  remember
the people and their
homelands that they
came from. Conse-
quently, they seek to
give back to their home-
lands in various ways.

Selassi, Member of the
Ghanaian American

Community.
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters

Testamentary for the Estate of Harold Lewis Watkins,
Deceased were issued on February 23, 2017 under Cause No.
C-1-PB-17-000061 in the Probate Court No. 1 of Travis
County, Texas to Sharon Coker Watkins.

Claims may be presented to the estate representative,
addressed as follows:

 Estate of  Harold LewisWatkins
c/o Sharon Coker Watkins
805 Kingston Lacy Blvd
Pflugerville, TX 78660

All persons having claims against this estate, which is
currently being administered, are required to present them
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.
Dated:  March 8, 2017

/s/ Joseph B. Anderson
SBN: 24054578

Integral Care is currently solicit-
ing proposals through a Request for
Proposals (RFP) process for Tem-
porary Nurse Staffing Services.
RFPs may be sent electronically, by
contacting Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@integralcare.org be-
ginning March 10, 2017. The dead-
line to submit a proposal under the
RFP is 4 p.m. CST on April 7, 2017.
Historically Underutilized Busi-
nesses, including Minority-Owned
Businesses and Women-Owned
Businesses, are encouraged to ap-
ply.

New Jobs for the
Week of 03/12/2017

Executive Director, Adult
Education

Highland Business Center
Job# 1703002

Assistant, Testing
Highland Campus

Job# 1702032
Specialist, Dual Credit

Riverside Campus
Job# 1703001

Technician, Culinary Arts Lab
Eastview Campus

Job# 1703006
Director, Student Services

Communication
Highland Business Center

Job# 1703007
Assistant I, Recruitment and

Enrollment
Highland Business Center

Job# 1703008
Coordinator, Campus Operations

Highland Business Center
Job# 1703005

Musician Needed
Holy Cross Catholic Church
seeks music director. Must
read music and play
contemporary and tradi-
tionalgospel music. Contact
Barbara Scott (512-922-
1202 & text; barbara_
scott@ sbcglobal.net) or
Ron Collins ( 5 1 2 - 5 6 9 -
4 4 2 4) & text;ron.collins
20@ yahoo. com).

administration  offi-
cials who have relentlessly
disparaged all immigrants,
documented and undocu-
mented,  and who  have
now put that animus into
public policy.

President  Donald
Trump  described  the
crackdown on immigrants
as a “military operation.”
Two memos in the execu-
tive order broadened the
parameters of the Obama
administration provisions
that allowed for the arrest
and deportation of immi-
grants convicted of serious
crimes, who had crossed
the border  into  the U.S.
recently and were consid-
ered  threats  to  national
security.

What is often forgot-
ten, a New York University
professor  and  longtime
Harlem  resident  said,  is
that words written  on  a
piece of paper deeply af-
fect  human  beings who
have experienced disloca-
tion  and  are  often  en-
tangled  in  a  lifelong
struggle to belong.

“I live in Harlem on a
street  that  has  become
known as ‘Little Senegal,’”
said the Jamaican profes-
sor, who spoke under con-
dition of anonymity in the

Retired Gen. John Kelly tries to assure public of
no mass deportations, military use of force

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
interest of protecting fam-
ily members who are un-
documented. “I came here
as  a  grad  student.  There
used  to  be  burned  out
buildings.  These  Sub-Sa-
haran residents shifted the
community to one that is
now  very  chichi ’  with
Starbucks,  and  all  that
stuff.”

The professor contin-
ued:  “They are  facing  so
much anxiety. I hear them
in the hallways. They talk
about  it  constantly.  It’s
fear like you’ve never seen
before. People are afraid
to go to the hospital, and
when they do, sick some-
times close to death, they
beg the nurses not to say
anything.”

The professor, who is
also an artist and author,
said that ICE agents in New
York City have also picked
up  Jamaicans  and  other
Caribbean people, Sub Sa-
haran  Africans,  Latinos
and others,  stopping  the
dollar  cabs and  checking
the  papers  of  Black  and
brown people who hap-
pened to be caught up in
the  immigration  spot
checks. In the aftermath of
the  raids,  the  streets are
noticeably  absent of  the
usual  throngs  of  people
going to and fro.

“It  hits  home  so
much.  It’s  very  sad,”  the
professor  said  softly.
“These  people  on  my
block don’t  really bother
anybody.  Talk  about
hardworking. They  trans-
formed all these burnt out
buildings, opened restau-
rants  and  textile  stores;
then the developers came
in and  rebuilt.  These are
the sort of people Donald
Trump is going to run out
of town.

On Tuesday February
21,  Retired  Gen.  John
Kelly,  the newly  installed
secretary  of  Homeland
Security,  announced  that
undocumented  immi-
grants would be deported
if  they  have  been  con-
victed or just charged with
a criminal offense. This in-
cludes having “abused any
program related to receipt
of  public  benefits,”  or
“(having) engaged in fraud
or willful misrepresenta-
tion  in  connection with
any official matter before
a governmental agency.”

Kelly tried to reassure
the  public  that  there
would be no mass depor-
tations and that the mili-
tary would not be used to
round up undocumented
immigrants  but  that  has
done little to assuage the

fears of those who would
be most directly affected.

White  House  Press
Secretary Sean Spicer also
insisted  that  the  new
memos would not trigger
mass  deportations,  but
said in a February 23 press
briefing  that with  these
measures  in  place,  ICE’s
hands  have been untied
and the agency is now able
to carry out its stated mis-
sion and enforce the law.

Not  everyone being
enlisted  to  target  immi-
grant  communities  is
agreeing  to  take  part  in
this renewed immigration
effort.  New  York  Police
Department Commission
James  O’Neil  issued  a
statement to rank-and file
on February 22 that NYPD
officers will  not  enforce
any  administrative war-
rants  issued by  the  feds
that come from the expan-
sion of deportation policy.

“It  is critical that ev-
eryone who  comes  into
contact with the NYPD, re-
gardless of their immigra-
tion  status,  be  able  to
identify  themselves  or
seek  assistance without
hesitation, anxiety or fear,”
O’Neill said.

Other  police  chiefs
and  city  officials  have

taken a similar stance.
Meanwhile, those in

immigrant  communities
have been pushing back
by participating  in  loud
and vocal protests, hold-
ing rallies and lifting their
voices against what they
describe as “a callous and
dispassionate policy that
is doing more harm than
good,”  and  that  in  the
long-term will harm not
just  immigrants, but the
United States as well.

One  such  form  of
resistance was  the “Day
Without  Immigrants”
protests held across  the
Washington metropoli-
tan  area  and  cities  and
towns across the country
on  Thursday,  February
16. According  to media
reports, between 30,000
and  50,000  protesters
marched  in Milwaukee,
Wisc.,  in  February.  It’s
still  unclear  how many
immigrants—legal  and
undocumented—took
time off for the protests,
but those who took part
and  other  supporters
said the goal was to send
the  Trump Administra-
tion and the country the
message  of  the  impor-
tance and impact of the
all  immigrants  in  the
United States.

Rolando  Roebuck,
an  Afro-Latino  activist
from  the Washington,
D.C.  area,  castigated
President Trump for using

the  issue of  immigration to
propel his candidacy. Trump’s
cynical  strategy,  Roebuck
said, has been particularly
effective in portraying immi-
grants as the cause of eco-
nomic decay in the U.S.

“His  portrayal  of mi-
grants  as  propagators  of
crime  has  intensified  the
xenophobia in this nation,”
said  Roebuck.  “He  inten-
tionally masks the positive
contributions  migrants
have made.  This  group—
and  I’m not  talking about
the  Pilgrims—have made
significant impacts through-
out history.”

Roebuck  continued:
“But he’s been very selec-
tive as he paints Black and
brown  people  as  ‘bad
hombres.’ The xenophobia
and stealth levels of racism
have created serious prob-
lems and polarization in the
U.S. The  fight needs to be
sustained and  the various
affected  groups  need  to
overcome  historical  dis-
unity  in order  to  create a
strong front.”

Coalescing  around
common  issues,  Roebuck
said, may be the difference
between  success  and  fail-
ure.

“We can’t rely on the
judiciary to be advocates in
defense of immigrants,” he
said.  “We have  to  create
effective political strategies
to eliminate from the politi-
cal landscape those people
who’re anti-us.”
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APRIL AT ZACH THEATRE BRINGS
THE BEST OF BILLIE HOLIDAY AND

A CHILD’S IMAGINATION

AUSTIN, TX -  ZACH
Theatre will bring shows
for everyone in the family
this April. Lady Day at
Emerson’s Bar and Grill, a
biographical play-set-to-
music, will transform the
Topfer Theatre into a
nightclub with an on-stage
bar including VIP cabaret
table seating April 5 –
April 30, 2017. In partner-
ship with Teatro Vivo,
ZACH Theatre brings you
the world premiere of the
bilingual production for
youth audiences, jj’s ar-
cade starring rising young
actors Diego Rodriguez
and Alessandro Sanchez,
at the Mexican American
Cultural Center, April14 –
May 7, 2017.

Lady Day at
Emerson’s Bar and Grill
plays on stage in the Topfer
Theatre April 5 – April 30,
2017 directed by Michael
Rader and stars CHANEL (A
Christmas Carol and Sophis-
ticated Ladies) as the song-
stress herself in the role of
Billie Holiday.

The time is 1959. The
place is a seedy bar in
Philadelphia. The audi-
ence is about to witness
one of Billie Holiday’s last
performances, given four
months before her death.
More than a dozen musi-
cal numbers are interlaced
with salty, often humor-
ous, reminiscences to
project a riveting portrait

of the lady and her music.
Pull up a chair, order a de-
licious cocktail, and turn
back the hands of time in
our swanky nightclub for
an intimate evening with
the jazz legend. “God Bless
the Child”, “Don’t Explain,”
and “My Man” are among
the unforgettable hits you
will savor from the lady
who sings the blues. She’s
got a life to sing.

Co-produced with
Teatro Vivo and simulta-
neously running at the
Mexican American Cul-
tural Center is the world
premiere of jj’s arcade,
playing on stage April14 –
May 7, 2017. The new bi-
lingual work is directed by
Nat Miller, and stars Diego
Rodriguez (A Christmas
Carol) and Alessandro
Sanchez as Jose Joaquin
(J.J.) Hernandez. Joining
them are Mario Ramirez
as Mario Hernandez,
Martinique Duchene-

Phillips as Sandra
Hernandez/Linda Garcia
and Ben Bazan (Tomás and
the Library Lady) as Oscar
Torres.

Mario is a hard-work-
ing auto mechanic in east
LA who is left to raise his
son, JJ, after the passing of
his mother. In order to
honor her memory and
cope with his lack of con-
nection with his father, JJ
begins to build an arcade
out of leftover cardboard
from his dad’s garage. It is
through JJ’s imagination
and ingenuity that he is
able to connect to himself
and his family. Inspired by
the YouTube sensation,
Caine’s Arcade, this bilin-
gual play celebrates cul-
ture, imagination, perse-
verance, and family. jj’s
arcade will be co-pro-
duced with Teatro Vivo
and presented at the
Mexican American Cul-
tural Center.

CHANEL performs as the songstress herself in the
role of Billie Holiday. Photo courtesy of ZACH Theatre.

by Naomi Richard

TAAACC Hosts Black Business Day
at the Capitol

AUSTIN, TX – The
Texas Association of Afri-
can American Chambers of
Commerce (TAAACC) will
host Black Business Day at
the Capitol on Friday,
March 31, 2016. As in
years past, the organiza-
tion will use the forum to
highlight the disparity in
contract awards to Black-
owned businesses and of-
fer solutions to state pro-
curement officials.

“Despite the fact that
last year the Legislature
was not in session, over
200 business owners from
around the state at-
tended,” said TAAAC Presi-
dent Charles O’Neal.
“Since that time we’ve ac-
tually lost ground in state
contract awards, but
we’ve gained the critical
support of Governor
Abbott for our efforts to
improve the situation.

“Last year Governor
Abbott brought welcom-
ing remarks to our attend-
ees,” said TAAACC Chair-
man Christopher Herring.
“Gov. Abbott has been
open and responsive to
our concerns and has kept
his economic develop-
ment team engaged with
us as we work toward so-

lutions to increase busi-
ness opportunities. We
expect he will attend this
year and assure business
owners of his commit-
ment to make the Texas
economy work for all busi-
nesses.”

The day will begin
with a welcome at the
newly installed Texas Afri-
can American History Me-
morial on the south lawn
of the Capitol grounds
prior to the opening cer-
emony in the Capitol Au-
ditorium. State agency
procurement staff and
HUB team members will
man exhibit booths both
before and after the
morning’s program in the
auditorium. Following
lunch in the Legislative
Conference Center, at-
tendees will be treated to
a special presentation
from Houston-based Unity
National Bank, Texas’ only
Black-owned bank..

“The volume of state
spending in construction is
unprecedented,” said
O’Neal. “We expect that
our members from around
the state will benefit from
the relationships they will
form during Black Busi-
ness Day at the Capitol

activities.”
State Senators Royce

West and Borris Miles,
State Representatives
Yvonne Davis, Ron
Reynolds, James White,
and Eric Johnson are
among Texas Legislative
Black Caucus members
expected to be in atten-
dance. Prime construction
firms who will pursue
building and highway con-
struction projects have
been invited to attend and
engage with TAAACC
member businesses.
“Business owners from
across the state are invited
to Black Business Day at
the Capitol. This unique
opportunity to have our
concerns heard at the
highest levels of state gov-
ernment and interact di-
rectly with officials re-
sponsible for business op-
portunities is unprec-
edented,” Herring said.
“We expect to double last
year’s attendance and we
absolutely expect that this
event will set the tone for
future opportunities for
Texas Black-owned busi-
nesses.”

For more information
and to register, visit
www.taaacc.org.
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