
Presorted Standard
U.S. Postage Paid

Austin, Texas
Permit No. 01949

INSIDE
Vol. 44    No. 44                            Phone:  512-476-0082                                        Email: vil3202@aol.com                      March 24, 2017

www.TheAustinVillager.com

This paper can
be recycled

RAPPIN’RAPPIN’RAPPIN’RAPPIN’RAPPIN’
Tommy WyattTommy WyattTommy WyattTommy WyattTommy Wyatt

TPATPATPATPATPA
TEXAS
PUBLISHERS
ASSOCIATION

When the Table Turns!
     Remember when
President Barack Obama
took office eight years ago,
and had to deal with a
Republican majority in
Congress, who went public
saying that they wanted to
make sure that his
administration “Was not
Successful?”  And while
they worked hard in seeing
that he would not be
successful, he was still able
to succeed in many areas?
     Well, with the 2016
election under their belts, with
a majority membership in
both the House and Senate,
the Republicans have taken on
the task of trying to strike
down one of President
Obama’s major bills.  They
are betting everything on
trying to insure that they will
repeal the Affordable Care
Act (ACA – better known as
ObamaCare).  However, they
are experiencing a lot of push
back from their own
members.
     Obama Care was one of
the signature pieces of
legislation that the former
president was able to pass in
the early months of his
administration.  The ACA
has been gaining ground
each year of its existence.
Currently, there are more
people who have health care
coverage than any time in
our history.  It is estimated
that the new plan that is
being proposed to replace it
will cause as many as 24
million Americans to lose
their health care coverage
during the next four years.
     The opposition to the
new plan seems to be
growing daily.  It has yet to
be put up for a vote in the
House of Representatives.
Also, there seems to be
growing opposition in the
Senate.  The Republicans
know that they will have
only one shot at getting the
necessary votes to pass the
bill.
     President Donald Trump is
blaming the Democrats for the
delay in getting his health care
bill passed. But, if it is
defeated, it will come from
within the Republican Party.
     Citizens from both parties
need to be concerned about
this bill.  Because, if it passes,
it will be the Middle and
Lower income citizens who
will suffer. That is a heavy
price to pay for supporting a
candidate that they believed
had their best interest at heart.
   Things look a whole lot
different, when the table turns.

Comey: FBI Probing Trump-Russia
Links, Wiretap Claims Bogus

by: Eric Tucker and Eileen Sullivan|Associated Press

FBI Director James Comey, testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington,
Monday, March 20, 2017, before the House Intelligence Committee

hearing on allegations of Russian interference in the 2016 U.S.
presidential election. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The FBI is investigating
whether President
Donald Trump’s campaign
associates coordinated
with Russian officials in an
effort to sway the 2016
presidential election, Di-
rector James Comey said
Monday in an extraordi-
nary public confirmation
of a probe the president
has refused to acknowl-
edge, dismissed as fake
news and blamed on
Democrats.

In a bruising five-
hour session, the FBI di-
rector also knocked down
Trump’s claim that his pre-
decessor had wiretapped
his New York skyscraper,
an assertion that has dis-
tracted White House offi-
cials and frustrated fellow
Republicans who ac-
knowledge they’ve seen
no evidence to support it.

The revelation of the
investigation of possible

collusion with Russians,
and the first public confir-
mation of the wider probe
that began last summer,
came in a remarkable

hearing by one branch of
government examining
serious allegations against
another branch and the
new president’s election

campaign.
Tight-lipped for the

See ACCUSATIONS,
page 7

Experts Say Mass Deportation
Would Cost U.S. Economy Billions

By Barrington Salmon | NNPA Newswire Contributor

Andy Shallal, a first-generation Iraqi-American and the owner of
Busboys and Poets, said that, as an immigrant, he had to speak up for
immigrant rights in the current political climate in the U.S. “Staying on
the sidelines in these times is no longer an option,” said Shallal. (Freddie
Allen/AMG/NNPA)

Immigration and la-
bor experts say that mass
deportation would cost
the federal government
nearly $900 billion in lost
revenue over 10 years and
would immediately re-
duce the nation’s gross
domestic product (GDP)
by 1.4 percent.

That GDP shortfall
would grow by 2.6 per-
cent, and reduce the cu-
mulative GDP over 10
years by $4.7 trillion.
Overall, the U.S. economy
would lose $434.4 billion
in GDP every year in

losses in the construction,
manufacturing, and lei-
sure and hospitality indus-
tries, if unauthorized im-
migrants were forced to
leave the country.

“This would cripple
the economy,” said Rita
Medina, the immigrant
campaign manager for the
Center for American
Progress Action Fund
(CPAF). Medina said that a
state law in Alabama
forced agricultural work-
ers to leave their jobs,
which had a negative ef-
fect on crop yields and the

economy. “It takes a toll on
communities. People are
moving, because of the
fear of [Immigration Cus-
toms Enforcement] and
taking their children out of
school. Small businesses
and the housing market
will be deeply affected.”

Medina continued:
“It’s pretty scary. It’s also
important to make sure
that we’re not causing
panic.”

Medina said that the
updated 287(g) program in

See CONSCIENCE, pg 2

SXSW PULLS TOP
HOLLYWOOD

TALENT &
PREMIERES MANY

NEW FILMS!
By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Contributor

Ariyon Bakare on red
carpet for the movie

Life. Photo by Naomi
Richard

AUSTIN, TX - South
by Southwest (SXSW) 2017
was one of the best film
festivals to date. Film after
film debuted during the
festival with Directors,
Producers, Writers, Cast
Members and more at-
tending the events. Movie
goers were treated to Q&A
sessions directly with the
project teams immedi-
ately following the many
of the showings.

Imagine watching a
new release never seen
before, and after watch-
ing, being able to ask cast
members such as Ryan
Gosling or Octavia Spencer
or Lee Daniels questions
you might have. This is the
SXSW experience, an up
close and personal experi-
ence with the
powerbrokers behind new
material.

Austin’s film commu-
nity opened their arms
and welcomed si-fi, docu-
mentaries, love stories,
dramatic adventure, com-
edy and more to their
many diverse venues.
Films premiered in the his-
toric and iconic Para-
mount Theater. From
there the Alamo Houses,

AUSTIN, TEXAS  - Zach
Theatre and Vimeo pro-
vided attendees with a re-
laxing atmosphere to en-
joy top entertainment.

Opening the film fes-
tival was Song To Song, a
modern love story set
against the Austin, Texas
music scene, two en-
tangled couples — strug-
gling songwriters Faye and
BV, and music mogul Cook
and the waitress whom he
ensnares — chase success
through a rock ‘n’ roll land-
scape of seduction and

See
SMALL TOWN CRIME,
page 3

Local burn victim
organization

provides
scholarships for

medical students.
See KENNEDY

Page 6

Judges rule
Texas engaged in

illegal voter
discrimination
against Latinos

and African
Americans.

 See VERDICT
Page 8
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President Trump’s
memo on undocumented
immigration, which depu-
tizes state and local law
enforcement officers to
act as ICE agents, is basi-
cally like the original pro-
gram on steroids.

“With some of the
policies, you can’t say are
they’re unconstitutional,
because they’ve been in
place for a while,” Medina
explained. “I’m sure there
are those in legal circles
who are looking at options
and ways to counter ad-
ministration policy.”

According to the Na-
tional Restaurant Associa-
tion and Restaurants Oppor-
tunities Centers United, es-
timated 1 in 4 restaurant
workers is foreign-born. Im-
migrants comprise a signifi-
cant majority of farm work-
ers and many of them are
undocumented.

During protests over
President Donald Trump’s
immigration policies, hun-
dreds of immigrants and
their families marched to
the White House, instead

People of good conscience being compelled to stand
up to forces of regression and oppression continued from page 1

This photo was taken during an immigrant
rights march for amnesty in downtown Los An-
geles, California on May Day in 2006. (Jonathan
McIntosh/Wikimedia Commons)

of going to work, shutting
down more than 100 area
restaurants in the Wash-
ington, D.C. metro area, to
show what a day without
immigrants in the
workforce would look like.
Demonstrations took
place in cities around the
country. In the district, pro-
testors sought assurances
from city officials that they
would refuse requests
from ICE to arrest and hold
undocumented immi-
grants, demanded a halt to
unchecked police violence
committed against immi-
grants and asked for a
fund to pay for a sanctu-
ary program in the district.

For Andy Shallal,
owner of Busboys and Po-
ets, standing in solidarity
with the protesters was a
no-brainer. He closed his
six locations, gave his
employees a paid day off
and also gave them the
option of coming into the
restaurants to partake in
other activities on that
day.

“As an immigrant

myself, I have to speak
up,” he said. “Staying on
the sidelines in these
times is no longer an op-
tion. We need true immi-
gration reform that con-
siders the human aspect of
immigration— not just
building walls, hiring
agents, and expanding
prisons.”

Shallal, a first-gen-
eration Iraqi-American
who is married to an Ira-
nian immigrant, said that
his restaurants serve
about 4,000 to 5,000
people every day.

 Shallal says, “All of
us come from different
parts. There are always
people seeking sanctuary,
refugees fleeing war and
conflict. If you build a 20-
foot wall, they’ll find a 21-
foot ladder.

Shallal, who once
hosted former President
Barack Obama, said that
the Trump Administration’s
rhetoric has produced a
hostile and dangerous en-
vironment.

“My wife is nervous
about going home to see
her family during the Ira-
nian New Year. It still feels
like we’re outsiders,” said
Shallal. “I don’t know
what’s going to happen
with the administration.
The new executive order
makes this much harder.
It’s very xenophobic and
it’s offensive.”

Veteran trade union-

ist Dwight Kirk agreed with
Shallal, echoing his
friend’s position that
people of good conscience
were being compelled to
stand up to the forces of
regression and oppression
seeking to rollback more
than half a century of so-
cial, political and eco-
nomic gains.

“It’s very, very inspir-
ing to see what’s happen-
ing. The struggle over im-
migration flows out of the
‘Fight for $15’ movement,
where immigrants and
other workers are em-
ployed and being under-
paid,” Kirk explained.
“These struggles have
been generated over the
past two years and flow
naturally into immigrant
rights. Around the country,
labor unions are support-
ing these efforts.”

Kirk said that the de-
tention and deportation of
undocumented immi-
grants would “definitely
be a hit to people’s pock-
ets and lower-income
people would pay more for
products.

“This will lower the
standard of living in the
U.S. I think we’re going to
see a gut check,” said Kirk.
“I anticipate restrictions
on the workforce and re-
duction in the standard of
living. Even under
‘Reaganomics,’ there
wasn’t this scale of pull-
back.”



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org Rev. Darron E. Patterson

              Pastor

betrayal. Cast members
Rooney Mara, Ryan Gosling,
Michael Fassbender were
among those in attendance.
While the story seemed to
jump around and lacked a
consistent story line, it was an
excellent tribute to the City of
Austin. Many views of our
landscape including down-
town, So-Co, Lake Travis,
Town Lake and more.

Another fan favorite
was Small Town Crime; a
film written and directed
by Eshom Nelms and Ian
Nelms. Executive Produc-
ers included Mehrdad Elie
and Oscar Award Winning
Actress Octavia Spencer. In
the story, an alcoholic ex-
cop (Hawkes) finds the
body of a young woman
and, through an act of self-
redemption, becomes de-
termined to find the killer.
Hawkes unwittingly puts
his family in danger and
gets caught up with sev-
eral dark characters along
the way. The film is come-
dic, suspenseful and in-
tense. Good casting with a
story delivering many sur-
prises and it will hold your
attention until the very
end.

The Baby Driver
drew a crowd that
wrapped around the

SXSW fan favorite film “Small Town Crime”
features Octavia Spencer and John Hawkes

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

John Hawkes and Octavia Spencer on red carpet for Small Time Crime.
Photo by Naomi Richard

downtown area for several
blocks! Principal cast
members included Ansel
Elgort, Kevin Spacey, Lily
James, Jon Bernthal, Eiza
González, Jon Hamm and
Jamie Foxx. A talented,
young getaway driver
(Ansel Elgort) relies on the
beat of his personal
soundtrack to be the best
in the game. When he
meets the girl of his
dreams (Lily James), Baby
sees a chance to ditch his

criminal life and make a
clean getaway. But after
being coerced into work-
ing for a crime boss (Kevin
Spacey), he must face the
music when a doomed
heist threatens his life,
love and freedom.

Closing out SXSW
Film 2017 was the world
premiere of Life, opening
in theaters March 24 with
heart throbs Jake
Gyllenhaal, Rebecca
Ferguson, Ryan Reynolds,

Hiroyuki Sanada, Ariyon
Bakare and Olga
Dihovichnaya. The film is
directed by Daniel
Espinosa, written by Rhett
Reese & Paul Wernick and
produced by David Ellison,
Dana Goldberg, Bonnie
Curtis, and Julie Lynn.

Columbia Pictures
and Skydance’s Life is a
terrifying sci-fi thriller
about a team of scientists
aboard the International
Space Station whose mis-
sion of discovery turns to
one of primal fear when
they find a rapidly evolv-
ing life form that caused
extinction on Mars, and
now threatens the crew
and all life on Earth.

SXSW attendees
were also treated to many
panel discussions includ-
ing an intimate conversa-
tion with Lee Daniels who
covered everything from
how he got started, to how
his grandmother inspired
him to working with Oprah
on The Butler to his cur-
rent hit series Empire on
the FOX Network.

There was something
for everyone during SXSW
Film. Whether you are in
the industry, trying to get
into the industry or you
just love the cinema, this
is a festival you want to
make an annual tradition.
Kudos to the head of SXSW
Film, Janet Pierson and
her staff for an A-List Film
Festival experience!

Ryan Reynolds, Daniel Espinosa and Jake Gyllenhaal on red carpet
for the movie Life. Photo by Naomi Richard.

THE GREATER
AUSTIN

CAREER FAIR
Thursday, March 30, 2017

11:00am to 2:00pm
Norris Conference Center

2525 W Anderson Ln
Austin, TX 78757



Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc
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Out of the Hood and into Great Expectation

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

The seventh grade
students of Ann Richards
are creating and con-
structing a book of essays,
also called an anthology.
Each student was as-
signed to write a essay on
a topic of their choice. I
took that freedom to find
a topic that I was strong
and passionate about. I fi-
nally came up with some-
thing, and it was titled Out
of the Hood and into Great
Expectations. Here is my
essay that I turned in for
the book collection.

The definition of
home is, “The place where
one lives permanently, es-
pecially as a member of a
family or household.”
That’s an interesting defi-
nition, and an interesting
statement for a young
child to understand be-
cause she was different.
That child believed for a
long time that being differ-
ent because of her neigh-
borhood was a bad thing.
As she grew older, her
eyes finally opened to the
world and community she
lived in, and that child, was
me.

My story may be dif-
ferent from many others.
It would, because of the
number of places I have
lived in, where the were
located, and the obstacle
in between. I knew that I
was different, and it was
challenging. I was raised
between two homes, my
grandparent’s, and my
father ’s. My mom and
grandparent’s neighbor-
hood was peaceful, small
profanity, and was a good
influence to me. On the
other hand, my dad’s neigh-
borhood used a lot of pro-
fanity, smoked cigarettes,
and normally their lights
were off because of unpaid
bills. Whenever I sniff the
air, and sniff the faint smell
of smoke, it immediately
reminds me of my dad’s.
Whenever I sniff the air, and
sniff the faint smell of home
cooked fresh potatoes,
green beans, spinach, and
chicken, I immediately visit
my grandparent’s house in
my mind. My mom's neigh-
borhood supported me in
the process of shaping me
into the leader I am now.
To become a better person
my neighbors did things

that may be ordinary to
some, but to me, they
were extraordinary and
they affected my life in a
positive way. Most times
my neighborhood taught
me a lesson. A time I re-
member, was on Easter.
On that day the neighbors
next to my mom's house
had invited my cousins
and I to their yard for an
Easter party/ cascarones
battle. As we stepped onto
their yard with the shyness
of a kid, we didn't say much
until my head was filled with
colorful confetti that slid off
when I tilted my head slowly
towards my hand to look at
the egg placed in it. After
that moment, the battle
was on. That moment
taught me that you should
always be kind to those, no
matter how they appear to
the human eye. The second
memory I have is my birth-
day. I saw the kids from up
the street sitting on the curb.
I used what I learned from
Easter and invited them to
my party. They came over
and we had a really fun
time. Also, because of this,
we learned that our parents
were friends in high school,
and we became good
friends ever since. From
this, I learned that friends
can come from anywhere.
My last moment that I re-
member is all the
fundraisers I have ever done.
If I got a fundraiser my
neighborhood would be the
first place I would take it to.
They would always support
me if they were able to.
From this one, I learned that
those who have may give.
These three things helped
me to grow as a better
person, and helped me
learn and discover how I
would like to be in the fu-
ture.

The difficulty of
choosing my path led me
to my future. Once again,
I was different from many
others. I had a mom who
worked night shifts, so I
would get dropped off at
my grandparent’s at night.
I had a single family be-
cause I spent a lot of time
with my dad until he left,
took my step-brother, and
never came back. Before
he left, it was difficult for
me to choose my role
model, but I'm positive
that I chose the correct
one. Both neighborhoods
that I grew up in taught me
something positive. One,
we don't use profanity and
two, spend time with
those you love while you
can. I realized that small
things can play a big role
of influencing you to be a
certain person. Something
small like my neighbor-
hood, influenced me into
becoming the leader I am
now.

 School or Military Training

Tyler  Allen
Barbara Jordan Elem.

Spring break has
come and gone. I really
will miss it. Although that
means that summer is
growing near. Everyone is
gearing up for the
“STAAR” testing. Some
say we spend all year
studying for test. Others
say we don’t. I say we do.
I was told that school pre-
pares you for the adult
workplace. It is suppose
to also help one deal
with the world around
them. Yet I don’t think
there are enough jobs for
everyone.  There are a lot

of people out of   work.
Many are not qualified
for most jobs. The unem-
ployment rate varies
across the country. Each
year millions graduate
from high schools across
the country.

After high school
extra training is needed
that high schools did not
provide. Many graduates
either can’t afford to go
to these schools or can-
not pass entry test. I was
told the military, espe-
cially in the Navy.  They
take care of everything.
No one is employed or
can just sit around and do
nothing.

Each soldier will re-
ceive the same basic
training so they can do
something. Others get
extensive training in spe-
cific fields.  Commis-
sioned officers  are
trained in more leader-
ship roles. There is no
unemployment in the
military. I don’t think that
will work for everyday
people but something
similar might work.

Spring Break

This Spring Break, I
went to SXSW. SXSW is an
annual conglomerate of
film, interactive media, and
music festivals and confer-
ences that take place in
mid-March in Austin, Texas.
Every year, we go to SXSW.
Most of the time, we only
go for the music. This time,
we went for music and
technology.

The first visit, we went
to a tech building. When we
went inside, there was a lot
of diversity. The products
that were being advertised
were Japanese. I talked to
some of the people from
Japan and Learned that
these people have invented
something.

One of the people in-
vented a washer and a dryer
in one. It was a prototype
but it was cool just to see
it. The weird thing about this
invention was that it could
only do one article of cloth-
ing. Also, it's a overnight
process. The only thing the
inventor told me that was
beneficial about her inven-
tion was that the article of
clothing would last longer.

Another thing I seen
was a TV. The guy invented
a TV that looked like a pic-

Damon Luckett II
Hays High School

ture frame. It was cool be-
cause it came in different
sizes. It also had a remote
that was like a CPU mouse
and a volume knob. It also
was bluetooth so it wouldn't
need wires.

I also seen an inven-
tion called food softer. The
prototype was designed to
make food for the elderly
softer. I thought that was
cool because it helps with
the elderly. Its also benefi-
cial to babies as well. I think
it could help babies too be-
cause it could be better to
feed babies softer food be-
cause of their undeveloped
teeth.

On the music side of
SXSW, I went to a local per-
formance. When I got there,
there were a lot of artist
hanging around and a stage
with a girl singing on it. I
noticed that a lot of the
people there were going to
perform. It was a nice spot.

When I got there, I
was asked to host the event
until I had to leave. I agreed.
I made new friends with
some of the artists that I
introduced to the stage. Ev-
eryone was in a good mood
and everyone was having a
good time. I liked that.

My friends performed
there as well and they did a
great job. Having shows like
this and having venues to
show inventions give
people the space and op-
portunity to express them-
selves. Also, it's very impor-
tant to have someone to
express yourself too. I like
going to SXSW because I
learn and have fun overtime
I go. SXSW is definitely
worth visiting next year.

Ava Roberts
Spring Hill Elementary

I’m Cooking

You may remember
that I became a junior
chef in January of 2016.
I cooked for a competi-
tion and found out that I
enjoyed doing it. So I kept
watching cooking shows
and trying recipes from
books and the internet.
One of my favorite reci-
pes is Parmesan &
Romano Chicken Pasta.
The recipe can be easily
changed to have only
chicken, or shrimp, or
vegetables, or combina-
tions of meat and veg-
etables. Here’s the pasta
recipe for chicken.

 Ingredients (Serves
Four People)

1 pound of boneless,
skinless chicken breasts
cut into 1-inch pieces

1/3 cup olive oil
1 teaspoon olive oil
1 cup grated

Parmesan & Romano
cheese

4 cloves minced gar-

lic
1 tablespoon brown

sugar
1/2 tablespoon soy

sauce
1/2 teaspoon red pep-

per flakes
8 ounces Penne pasta
1 green onion sliced

thin
Salt and pepper
 Instructions
In a medium bowl,

combine 1/3 cup olive oil,
minced garlic, brown
sugar, soy sauce and red
pepper flakes.  Whisk in 1/
2 cup Parmesan & Romano
cheese.  Add the diced
chicken to the marinade
and stir to coat it. Cover
the bowl with saran
wrap(or pour into Ziploc
bag) and sit it in refrigera-
tor for at least 30 minutes.

In a large pot of boil-
ing water, cook pasta per
the directions on the pack-
age and drain well. Toss
the cooked pasta with 1
teaspoon olive oil.

Heat a large skillet
over medium high heat.
Add the chicken plus the
marinade. Cook and stir
the chicken for 10-12
minutes(until all pink is
gone). Stir in the pasta and
gently stir to combine. Sea-
son with salt and pepper.
Mix in the remaining
cheese and green onions
into the dish.

Serve immediately.

@TheVillagerATX

My Experience At ACC

Alyssa James Winn
Manor High School

Two weeks ago
Manor Early College fresh-
man students went to ACC
Elgin. This was the first
time 9th graders have got-
ten a chance to go to ACC.
While we were there we
met the people who make
our schedules. The man
who helps make the Early
College schedules told us
that if you're into agricul-
ture ACC Elgin is the
school to go to and that
they are building an area
where there students can

work on agriculture. We got
our picture taken for our
ACC IDs. It made my friends
and I proud. We ate lunch
in the lounge with many
ACC students. “The lounge
is your studying time” said
a random student.

After lunch we went
to the library and we
learned that we need our
ACC IDs for everything
without it we can't do any-
thing on campus and the
difference of a college li-
brary and a high school li-
brary. College libraries
have magazines, newspa-
pers, and a research librar-
ian to help you find go
topic for your research pa-
pers but at a high school
library you don't get all
those resources. At the
end of the day we met our
ACC advisor Steven who
helps you maintain your
grades and gives you ad-
vice. After that experience
I now know what it's like
to be a student at a col-
lege campus.
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Sarah Robertson
Athlos Leadership

Acad.

Spring Break

This past week was
spring break. Spring
break for me is when I get
to take a break from
school before all the ma-
jor tests. On Monday and
Tuesday I really didn’t do
much except for stay at
home and clean my
room.  It allowed me time

sort my clothes and catch
up on rest.

On Wednesday, my
friend Wendy and I went
shopping at the Domain
mall and walked around
for a little bit.  After we
went bowling at the
Millennium Youth com-
plex center and we had
fun.  On Friday, we were
able to hang out again and
go see the movie Beauty
and the Beast.  I enjoyed
watching the new movie
of an old Disney Fairy tale
Beauty and the Beast be-
cause it is a great story but
there were tons of black
actors in the movie.

Spring Break was
pretty fun and productive
but I can’t wait for sum-
mer break.

Neptune

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

Hello, This week at
our school is Solar System
week and we are studying
the different planets and
how they work. Neptune
is the eight and furthest
known plane form the sun
in the solar system, Its the
fourth largest planet by

diameter and the the most
dense planet.

It takes about 164
earth years for Neptune to
orbit the sun just because
of the size of the planet
and its distance form the
sun. When first discovered
in 1846  the planet was
called "Le Verrier" and
years later it was changed
to Neptune.

Lastly, Neptune's at-
mosphere is made up of
hydrogen and helium but
mostly "ices" and Neptune
and Uranus are known as"
ice giants". Because of the
its distance form the sun
its outer atmosphere is
one of the coldest planets
in the solar system.  Thank
you for reading.

Red Jackets in Hawaii

Tiana Gardner
Austin High School

The Red Jackets, Aus-
tin High School dance
team, had left for Hawaii.
Along with enjoying luau
and snorkeling, they will
also be preforming on the
US Missouri at the Pearl

Harbor. One of the red
jackets, Landry Jenkins,
great grandfather was a
navy caption and worked
at Pearl Harbor a long time
ago, for a significant
amount of time. The US
Missouri was he final
battle ship to be com-
pleted by he united states.
It is now stationed in the
heart of Pearl Harbor and
serves as a memorial. Be-
cause it is open to the pub-
lic and visitors of Hawaii is
what made it possible for
the Red Jackets to preform
on it. The performance
was loved by many and
and hope they hope to re-
turn next year.

My Spring Break

Kevin Parish
Park Crest M.S.

I had a great spring
break. I spent time with
time with my friends and
family. During that time I
got a 24 Hour Fitness
membership so I can lift
weights and play basket-

ball. When I was playing
basketball I had a good
performance. I went to
see the King Kong: Skull
Island movie with my good
friends. It was an ok movie
for me but I liked the 2005
King Kong movie better.
After the movie we went
to go eat at IHOP.  Then,
the next day after that, I
went to IHOP for brunch
with my mom and dad.  As
you can see I really like
that place. It’s time for me
to get back to school and
pass the school year with
all A’s and B’s. I hope ev-
eryone had a great spring
break.

Stephen Curry vs. Kyrie Irving

Ira “T.J.” Williams
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Two of the most
skilled and dominant point
guards in the National Bas-
ketball Association (NBA)
are Stephen Curry of the
Golden State Warriors and
Kyrie Irving of the Cleve-
land Cavaliers. Though
many people argue about
who is better, only one of
them is the best when it
comes to being a true
point guard. Based on as-
sists per game, their effect
on their team, and their
career achievements,
Stephen Curry is a more
dominant point guard
than Kyrie Irving.

Stephen Curry is
what most people call a
“sharpshooter.” He lives
and dies by the 3-point
line and takes long dis-
tance shots on a regular
basis. However, aside from
being a great scorer, Curry
also does a great job of in-
cluding his teammates in
the offense. Stephen Curry
is averaging 6.3 assists per
game this season which is
important for a point
guard because they are
the ones running the of-
fense. Kyrie Irving is con-
sidered one of the more
crafty point guards in the
NBA, and he is one of the
best finishers at the rim
that the league has ever
had. His body control and
handle with the ball allow
him to make nearly impos-
sible shots close to the
basket. However, for a
point guard, Irving doesn’t
pass the ball as much as he
should. While averaging
5.9 assists per game this

season, Irving is only listed
at #19 on the 2017 Assists
Leaders Lists. Even though
Kyrie is exceptional at
making game winning
plays in important mo-
ments-for example hitting
the game winning shot the
2016 NBA Finals, he does
not yet have the skills to
be a true point guard in
the league.

Stephen Curry is also
the most important player
on the Golden State War-
riors team. Without him,
the team wouldn’t have
enough scorers or a good
“floor general.” As the
most senior member of
the Warriors, Curry had to
step into the leadership
role early in his career.
Kyrie Irving is a key factor
for his team, however, the
true team leader is LeBron
James. Since he is rela-
tively young in the league,
LeBron doesn’t think he
will be an effective leader
for the team. Until LeBron
becomes too old to be ef-
fective and Irving steps up
his game, Irving may not
be able to take on the
leadership role for the
Cavaliers.

In Stephen Curry’s
eight year career, he has
been given many presti-
gious awards. Curry has
been selected for the NBA
All-Star Game four times in
his career. He has been
named the league’s Most
Valuable Player two years
in a row. Curry and the
Golden State Warriors also
won the 2015 NBA Finals.
Irving has been a deco-
rated player but does not
have the same individual
awards that Curry has
earned.

Based on the infor-
mation given about each
player’s assists per game,
their values as a leader,
and the awards that
they’ve received, it is ob-
vious that Curry is the
more dominant point
guard. Stephen Curry has
more of the qualities of a
true point guard than Kyrie
Irving.

Averill Topps
Stephen F. Austin H.S.

Hello everybody, to-
day I want to talk about
what genocide is and how
they occur because in my
Geography Class we are
learning about Europe and
its history.

Genocide is the delib-
erate killing of a large
group of people. Particu-
larly ethnic specific groups
for little to no reason. The
causes for genocide are a
combination of circum-
stances that propel a per-
son/people to attack and
kill large groups of people.
In this essay I will talk
about 3 instances of geno-
cides that occurred in his-
tory. These three are
Holodomor, and The
Bosnian Genocide.

Holodomor (which is

Ukrainian for death by
forced starvation) is a very
famous genocide.
Holodomor occurred in
Soviet Ukrainian because
of Joseph Stalin. Stalin or-
dered his soldiers to take
away all of the grain in or-
der to make him richer. He
blamed the farmers for
why his country wasn't
that rich. He killed about
10 million people in 1932-
1933(4 million from direct
starvation and 6 million
from birth defects).

The Bosnian Geno-
cide is a famous genocide
but did not claim nearly
has many lives as the other
two genocides. The
Bosnian Genocide oc-
curred in Zepa because
Bosnian Serb forces. The
Bosnian Serb forces had
orders to kill Muslims
Bosniaks and Bosnian
Croats. They used the ex-
cuse that they had to be
"cleansed". The Bosnian
Serbs killed around
100,000 people in total. It
ended in 1955 after the
leader of the Bosnian Serb
forces was charged and
imprisoned for 40 years.

That's all for this
week, Until Next Time. Go
Austin High Maroons!

Genocide

Fun Run Arena

Joshua Moore
KIPP Austin Academy

  Fun Run Arena fea-
tures a new game mode
with the most intense fun
run gameplay ever.  The

arena hosts elimination
games for 8 players where
you compete for amazing
rewards and ultimate
glory.  While you are run-
ning, you have to use your
powerups wisely, for only
the last three will win.

Play this online run-
ning game and prove that
you are the best.  Racing
other players is incredibly
satisfying when you es-
cape obstacles and sabo-
tage the other players.
There are many weapons
that you can get.  Don't
forget that you can always
customize your character.

Jalen Moore
KIPP Austin Collegiate

QuestBridge

A few weeks ago, I
was recently informed
about an opportunity
called QuestBridge. This
program gives high-
achieving, low-income stu-
dents a head start in the
college application pro-
cess, and grants a substan-
tially beneficial credential
to all of its participants.

For Juniors,
QuestBridge invites all stu-
dents to attend a national

conference at a highly se-
lective school of their
choice. Additionally, Junior
QuestBridge scholars have
the opportunity to attend
a summer program at one
of the nation's top colleges
free of charge.

Even better, Senior
QuestBridge scholars
match to one of
QuestBridge's college
partners including :
Stanford University,
Princeton University and
the University of Pennsyl-
vania. If they are accepted
to the university, they will
receive a full 4 year schol-
arship!

My application for
this program is due in a
few days, and I am now
adding the final touches to
my application, and hope-
fully I will become a
QuestBridge scholar by
the end of this school year.

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITY
The family of the late Kevin “DJ Flexx”

Fletcher of KAZI Austin (88.7 F.M.) is offering a
$1,000 scholarship to a deserving student in the
greater Austin area.  The scholarship is a way
that the family wants to “give back” to the com-
munity that supported them during the loss of their
loved one.  If you know a high school student who
plans to attend college, university, community col-
lege, trade school or military after graduation,
please get an application and encourage them to
apply.  The minimum required GPA is 2.50 and
the deadline is May 1, 2017.  There will also be a
garage sale to add to the funds for the scholar-

ship.  Please come out and support the fundraiser
on Saturday, April 1, 2017 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
1405 Coral Cay Lane in Plugerville.  For more
information or to request an application, email
crystal@kazifm.org

Kevin “DJ Flexx” Fletcher

SAVE
THE

DATE
Deadline is
May 1, 2017
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AUSTIN, TEXAS - Byron January’s Productions presents The Stylistics
Revue featuring Van Fields on Saturday, March 25 at The Millennium Enter-
tainment Complex, 1156 Hargrave St, Austin, TX.  The doors open at 7, show
starts at 8 pm.  Drinks are BYOB.  Set ups and food will be available.

You don’t want to miss this old school show with real music and real lyrics.
Be there.  For more information, contact Byron January at 512-656-6256.

Stylistics Revue Featuring
Van Fields March 25

The
Kennedy
Ikenna
Obilom

On March 18, the
Kennedy Ikenna Obilom
foundation held their an-
nual fundraiser event
which was meant to
achieve numerous ob-
jectives within the com-
munity.  The foundation
was first started in 2012,
in memory that Kennedy
was a “burn victim” and
passed away due to the
burns he sustained.  Al-
though the event was
held in memory of Mr.
Obilom, it was more a
celebration of this young
man life.  During the
event there was short
speech of regarding the
many accomplishment
of the foundation since
its creation.

The first of the ob-
jective of the fundraiser
was meant to provide

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

The Vanguard Project Travels
to the African Continent

Vanguard Project
Founder, Ms. Keminica
Green. Photo by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

Over the past
months, Ms.Keminica
Green has been informing
the community about the
Vanguard Project.  More-
over, the vanguard Project
which was founded by Ms
Green seeks to bridge the
gap between African
Americans and Africans.
According to Ms. Green,
the Vanguard Project is a
“non -profit organization
that is designed to teach
the importance of cel-
ebrating the breadth and
depth of African and Afri-
can American traditions,
practices and experiences,
as well as, tackling the so-
cial justice issues within
the Black community to-
day.

Not only does the
Vanguard project seek to
build a bridge between

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

these two communities
through cultural exchange
but also through educa-
tion.  According to Ms.
Green “this will be done
through education of his-
tory and culture, connect-
ing and building bridges

with the African commu-
nity, community and glo-
bal service projects and a
rite of passage trip to a
West African country in-
volved in the slave trade.”

Finally, this project is
embodies of the spirit of
Ms. Green.   Ms. Green has
worked tirelessly in Cen-
tral Texas to get too know
the African community of
Central Texas.   According
to Ms. Green, “Growing up
in a multi-cultural environ-
ment has always allowed
me the freedom of pursu-
ing deeper understanding
of different cultures,
ethnicity and narratives.
My upbringing in the Bay
Area (San Francisco/Oak-
land) nurtured and fos-
tered a safe space to ex-
plore, inquire and em-
brace different people
groups and their culture,
sparking an even deeper
love for my own history
and culture.”

funds for the United
States Army Brook
Medical Center depart-
ment that oversee burnt
victims.   It was the
Brook Medical Center
that tried to help Mr.
Obilom. Secondly, it
meant to provide schol-
arship for medical stu-
dents who are interested
in helping with “burnt vic-
tim.”’  This scholarship
will ensure that some
medical student will
have the desire to learn
more about the issues of
burns.

Moreover, the
event was well  at-

tended by those in the
community.  It was well
attended by the family
and friends of the fam-
ily of the burnt victim.
After holding the
fundraising aspect, the
“dance floor” was open
to the guest.  One of
the attendee men-
tioned that “it was im-
portant to support this
foundation because the
foundation is doing a lot
of great things in the
community.  The
money that raises goes
directly to research that
will improve the treat-
ment of burnt victim.”

Pictured left to righ: Lisa, Mr. and Mrs. Obilom.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjaovn

Exceptional Hair Care
Business Takes the Lead

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

The month of March
has been designated as
the “Women’s Month.”

During this month, various
groups celebrate and re-
flect on how women have
impacted our various com-
munities. It also a time to
celebrate the achieve-

ment of women in the
various field.  One of the
women who embody the
“spirit of this month” is
Ms. Jane Nduaguba.   Ms.
Nduaguba is a trailblazer

who is redefining of what
it means to be successful
Black Woman.   In the Cen-
tral Texas area, she has
built a strong braiding
company called Nonye
Hair Braiding.

Not only is she a
daughter, mom, sister but
she is also an entrepre-
neur who has built a
strong business here in
Central Texas.   According
to Ms. Nduaguba, she
“started her business

about 10 years ago.”
Moreover, she started her
business Hair braiding

company at a period and
time, in which, there was
hardly in braiding salon in
the city.  In other words,
she was one of the first to
launch a braiding salon in
the Austin Area.  Over the
years, she has seen some
ups and down; however,
she has experienced more
good days.

Moreover, Nonye
Braiding is located at 1921
Cedar Bend Dr, Austin TX
78758.

Jane Nduaguba
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Housing Authority of the City of Austin

                                   Established in 1937

PUBLIC NOTICE
CLOSING OF PROPERTY-SPECIFIC PUBLIC HOUSING WAITING LISTS

Due to high demand for public and affordable housing in the Austin community, the Housing
Authority of the City of Austin (HACA) has received a high volume of applications for placement
on the public housing waiting list at HACA properties.  Due to estimated wait times greater than
36 months, HACA will be closing the following property-specific public housing waiting lists
effective April 20th, 2017 at 5:00 pm CST:

• Chalmers Courts
• Rosewood Courts
• Santa Rita Courts
• Northloop Apartments
• Gaston Place Apartments
• Salina Apartments

New applications for these waiting lists will not be accepted while the lists are closed. If you
are interested in applying for one of the above mentioned waiting lists before they are closed,
please visit www.hacaapply.org.

The following property-specific waiting lists will remain open until further notice and
applications will continue to be accepted for:

• Booker T Washington – one, two, three, and four bedroom sizes
• Lakeside (designated elderly/disabled) – efficiency, one and two bedroom sizes
• Meadowbrook – two, three and four bedroom sizes

For information on other local housing resources in the Austin area, please visit the HACA
website at http://www.hacanet.org/resources/

HACA will regularly review the status of each property’s waiting list and monitor estimated
wait times.  Public notice will be provided at least 30 days in advance of re-opening any
waiting lists.

The Housing Authority of the City of Austin does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, religion,
marital status, familial status, national origin, age, pregnancy, disability, ancestry, or sexual orientation in
the access to, admission into, or employment in, housing programs or activities. The position below has
been designated to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s regulations implementing Section 504.

 Position: Pilar Sanchez, Vice President of Housing and Community Development

             Address: 1124 S. IH 35, Austin, TX 78704

                             Telephone: (512) 477-4488; TTY (800) 735-2989, o 7-1-1

                                              

Musician Needed
Holy Cross Catholic Church
seeks music director. Must
read music and play
contemporary and tradi-
tionalgospel music. Contact
Barbara Scott (512-922-
1202 & text; barbara_
scott@ sbcglobal.net) or
Ron Collins ( 5 1 2 - 5 6 9 -
4 4 2 4) & text;ron.collins
20@ yahoo. com).

Integral Care is currently solicit-
ing proposals through a Request for
Proposals (RFP) process for Tem-
porary Nurse Staffing Services.
RFPs may be sent electronically, by
contacting Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@integralcare.org be-
ginning March 10, 2017. The dead-
line to submit a proposal under the
RFP is 4 p.m. CST on April 7, 2017.
Historically Underutilized Busi-
nesses, including Minority-Owned
Businesses and Women-Owned
Businesses, are encouraged to ap-
ply.

Microsoft Corporation currently
has the following opening in
Austin, TX: Partner Business
Evangelist: Research market
conditions in regional area and
gather information to determine
sales of Windows Azure. Requires
Domestic and International travel
up to 25%. Telecommuting per-
m i t t e d . h t t p s : / / j o b s -
microsoft.icims.com/jobs/7530/job
Multiple job openings are available
for each of these categories.  To
view detail- ed job descriptions and
minimum requirements, and to
apply, visit the website address
listed. EOE.

most part, Comey re-
fused to offer details on
the scope, targets or
timeline for the FBI inves-
tigation, which could
shadow the White House
for months, if not years.
The director would not say
whether the probe has
turned up evidence that
Trump associates may
have schemed with Rus-
sians during a campaign
marked by email hacking
that investigators believe
was aimed at helping the
Republican defeat Demo-
crat Hillary Clinton.

“I can promise you,”
the FBI director vowed,
“we will follow the facts
wherever they lead.”

Comey for the first
time put himself publicly
at odds with the president
by contradicting a series of
recent tweets from Trump
that asserted his phones
had been ordered tapped
by President Barack
Obama during the cam-
paign.

“With respect to the
president’s tweets about

Trump takes to Twitter; Accuses Democrats of making up
allegations about his campaign associates continued from page 1

alleged wiretapping di-
rected at him by the prior
administration, I have no
information that supports
those tweets, and we have
looked carefully inside the
FBI,” Comey said. The
same was true, he added,
of the Justice Department.

His confirmation of
the Russia-links investiga-
tion was striking given the
FBI’s historic reluctance to
discuss its work. But Comey
said the intense public inter-
est in the matter — and per-
mission from the Justice
Department — made it ap-
propriate to do so.

Comey said the collu-
sion inquiry began last July
as part of a broader probe
into Russian meddling in
American politics, mean-
ing Trump was elected
president as associates re-
mained under investiga-
tion for possible connec-
tions to Russia.

Clinton allies on
Monday contrasted
Comey’s silence during the
campaign with public
comments he made last

year when closing out an
investigation into Clinton’s
email practices and then,
shortly before Election
Day, announcing that the
probe would be revived
following the discovery of
additional emails. Many
Democrats blame Comey’s
public updates with stok-
ing worries about Clinton’s
trustworthiness and turn-
ing voters against her.

Comey acknowl-
edged that “some folks
may want to make com-
parisons to past instances”
where he and other offi-
cials were more open, but
he said those were about
concluded investigations.

In the current case,
it’s not clear how long it
will take for the FBI to de-
cide if a crime was com-
mitted, but counterintelli-
gence investigations are
known for being compli-

cated and time-intensive
— and for frequently con-
cluding without charges.
Comey would not commit
to a timetable.

Regardless of the
outcome, the investigation
is unquestionably an un-
welcome distraction for an
administration that has
struggled to move past
questions about ties to
Russia. The White House
tried anew Monday to dis-
tance itself from two
former senior members of
Trump’s team, Paul
Manafort and Michael
Flynn, who have been un-
der scrutiny for foreign
contacts.

“The faster you can
get to the bottom of this,
the better it’s going to be
for all Americans,” Rep.
Devin Nunes, the Califor-
nia Republican who chairs
the committee, told
Comey.

The hearing quickly
divided along partisan
lines, Democrats pressing
for details on the status of
the FBI’s investigation
while Republicans focused
on news coverage and
possible improper disclo-
sures of classified informa-
tion developed through

surveillance.
Comey is the latest

government official to re-
ject Trump’s claims, made
without any evidence, that
Obama had wiretapped
Trump Tower, his cam-
paign headquarters. Rep.
Nunes rejected them ear-
lier in the hearing.

Comey testified along
with National Security
Agency Director Michael
Rogers, who also disputed
allegations that British in-
telligence services could
have been involved in such
wiretapping. The White
House last week pointed
to a report of British in-
volvement in an attempt
to bolster the president’s
claim. The move only an-
gered an ally.

Trump took to Twit-
ter before Monday’s hear-
ing began, accusing Demo-
crats of making up allega-
tions about his campaign
associates. He said Con-
gress and the FBI should
be going after media leaks
and maybe even Clinton
instead.

“The real story that
Congress, the FBI and oth-
ers should be looking into
is the leaking of Classified
information. Must find
leaker now!” Trump
tweeted early Monday as
news coverage on the Rus-
sia allegations dominated
the morning’s cable news.

The president contin-
ued to tweet throughout
the hearing, creating an
unusual public conversa-
tion between the em-
battled president and his
FBI director.

After Trump tweeted
that the FBI and NSA had
told Congress that Russia
did not influence the elec-
toral process, Comey dis-

puted that description.
The FBI has offered no
opinion and has no view
and no information on the
potential impact on the
election because that’s
not something the bureau
has looked at, he said.

The president also
claimed that Comey had
said there was no evi-
dence of collusion be-
tween his aides and Rus-
sia, though Comey made
no such thing.

Trump also sug-
gested, without evidence,
that Clinton’s campaign
was in contact with Russia
and had possibly thwarted
a federal investigation.
U.S. intelligence officials
have not publicly raised
the possibility of contacts
between the Clintons and
Moscow. Officials have
said they believe Moscow
had hacked into Demo-
crats’ computers in a bid to
help Trump’s election bid.

The panel’s ranking
Democrat, Rep. Adam
Schiff of California, out-
lined a chronology that he
said suggested frequent
and troubling contacts be-
tween Trump associates
and Russian intermediar-
ies.

“Is it possible that all
of these events and re-
ports are completely unre-
lated and nothing more
than an entirely unhappy
coincidence?” he asked
rhetorically. “Yes, it is pos-
sible. But it is also possible,
maybe more than pos-
sible, that they are not co-
incidental, not discon-
nected and not unre-
lated.” [Associated Press
Writers Deb Riechmann,
Julie Pace Josh Lederman
in Washington contributed
to this report.]

Putin

Obama

Trump
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THE MANN’S WORLD FAMILY
TOUR KICKS OFF IN AUSTIN

Tamela Mann sings at Grant African Meth-
odist Episcopal Worship Center in Austin as the
first stop on the Mann’s World Family Tour.
(Photo by KaSaundra Demps)

AUSTIN, TX - David
and Tamela Mann recently
began their Mann’s World
Family Tour in Austin. They
are most widely known for
their starring roles in Tyler
Perry’s Meet the Browns
and Madea franchises,
and BET’s It’s a Mann’s
World. They performed to
a sold-out crowd of 1,500
at Grant African Method-
ist Episcopal Worship Cen-
ter in north Austin. People
had to be turned away
from on-site ticket pur-
chases due to the capacity
crowd.

The Manns kicked off
the tour in a spectacular
way. Tamela not only sang,
she testified, praised, wor-
shipped and took the crowd
along with her. She was
overcome with gratitude,
crying softly as she ex-
plained that she had been a
backup singer for years and
though she wanted to be a
solo artist it just did not hap-
pen. People discouraged
her but God had planted a
vision in her and here on
her first world tour, it was
finally happening.

“You don’t know
what this means,” Tamela
said. “I’m grateful, so
grateful. I thank God. You
don’t know how much I
appreciate you being here;
to realize you spent your
hard-earned money to
come see me. That means
a lot to me. People told me
the tour wouldn’t work.
They told me not to come
to Austin, that you
wouldn’t show, but look at
you.” Tears flowed and the
crowd responded with
love, clapping and cheer-
ing for her.

She repaid the love
by singing with all her
might. Her performance
included songs from her
albums and songs from
the Black Church. She
ended with her Grammy®
winning “God Provides”
and her record-breaking
“Take Me to The King.”

People were shout-
ing and singing. At the end,
it was a quarter to 11 p.m.,
despite the advertised
show time of 7 – 9 p.m.
She left everything that
was inside of her right
there on that stage.
People texted friends and
family in Houston to tell
them to buy tickets and go

to the performance in that
city the next day. Trusted
sources in Houston say her
show there was just as
God-given powerful.

In addition to the
headlining concert by
Tamela, her husband
David presented his com-
edy show. For many in the
audience, David was the
surprise of the evening.
His comedy is much more
sophisticated and power-
ful than the roles he plays
in movies and on televi-
sion. He is a social com-
mentator in the searing
truth vein of early Richard
Pryor, George Carlin and
Whoopi Goldberg, with-
out the cussing.

David stated his mes-
sages plain in a singular sen-
tence. For example, “We
have spoiled our children,
wanting them to have more
than we had growing up,”
he said. Then, he humor-
ously recalled his upbring-
ing, reflecting many African
American traditions that
had the audience testifying
with shouts of “That’s
right!”  and “Amen.” be-
tween their laughter and
hoots.

Their son DJ Mann
(David Mann, Jr.) opened
the evening mixing snip-
pets of old and new music
that kept the crowd on its
feet dancing and singing
along. He played some-
thing for everyone, Gospel

and Rhythm and Blues,
from Tye Tribett’s “Work It
Out,” to Mary J. Blige’s “Just
Fine.”  Then he switched,
saying, “You older folks,
hang on. I’ve got something
for you, too.” And he did
with Staple Singers’ “I’ll Take
You There,” Hezekiah
Walker’s “Souled Out,”
“Clean Inside,” 99 and Half”
and John P. Kee’s “I Believe.”
He ended with the Sister
Sledge’s “We Are Family.”
The entire audience was up
on its feet.

Then, the Mann’s
daughter Tia took the helm,
singing familiar Gospel
tunes in her own jazz style.
She included Kirk Franklin
songs which Tia’s mother
sang years ago, as part of his
singing group, God’s Prop-
erty. The audience loved it,
especially her rendition of
“Melodies from Heaven”
and “Brighter Day.”

The Mann’s World
Family Tour was promoted
by Kingdom Promotions.
At the event, company
President/CEO Nehemiah
Weaver said, “The Manns
wanted to do this tour. We
pulled it together in only
27 days. We chose Austin
as our first stop even
though people warned us
against it. They said Aus-
tin is strange. People
won’t come, and yet, here
you are. You did it, Austin!
You gave us a great start
and we thank you.”

Austin, TX – On the
heels of the State’s Voter
Identification decision, a
bi-partisan three-judge
panel, in a 2-1 decision,
has ruled that Texas en-
gaged in discrimination
against Latinos and Afri-
can-Americans.  The ma-
jority opinion, joined by
one Republican and writ-
ten by a Democratic
Judge,  addresses dis-
crimination in many ar-
eas around the State.

The Court expressly
held that at least five dis-
tricts in the plan resulted
from some form of illegal
discrimination.  It held that
Congressional District 23,
extending from Bexar
County through West
Texas; Congressional Dis-
trict 27, including portions
of Nueces County; and
Congressional District 35,
extending from Bexar
County to Travis County,
were all illegally drawn.

In Congressional Dis-
trict 23, the Court ex-
pressly rejected the State’s
theory that the only nec-
essary requirement to cre-
ate an opportunity district
(one wherein a minority

candidate of choice can
win) was to ensure that
the affected minority had
a majority of the citizen
voting-age population in
the area.  The Court
noted that as the history
of the case law has
shown, minorities have
suffered many different
forms of electoral dis-
crimination, as such the
test is much more com-
plex. The maintenance of
an opportunity to elect
or an ability to elect to
comply with Section 2
and Section 5 of the Vot-
ing Rights Act were also
important factors.

In regards to Con-
gressional District 23, the
Court noted that there
were enough minority vot-
ers in Nueces County and
the vicinity to draw a seat
that would elect minority
candidates of choice with-
out affecting another such
district.

The Court further
noted that Congressional
District 35 was drawn with
the intent of not only
eliminating Congressman
Lloyd Doggett, but taking
his seat and using it to re-

place an existing Hispanic
opportunity seat. It held
that there was an unnec-
essary predominance on
race in the drawing of this
district.  The discrimina-
tion was primarily an over-
reach to garner Hispanics
to place in the district, but
the court noted that the
African-American commu-
nity in Austin was also un-
necessarily split.

Significantly, the
Court made several other
decisions.  It accepted the
argument of the NAACP
that non-census data that
was credible could be used
to determine more accu-
rate numbers for use in a
particular redistricting
process.  Also, most nota-
bly, the Court held that it
is appropriate to join Afri-
can-Americans and
Latinos together where
they have shown the
proper affinity, such as the
Dallas-Fort Worth
Metroplex.

The Court failed to
find that an additional mi-
nority opportunity seat
was required in either the
Metroplex or Harris
County.

WHAT REDISTRICTING VERDICT
MEANS FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS
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