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BOYZ II MEN,  NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK
& PAULA ABDUL SET A-TOWN ON FIRE!

By Naomi Richard | The VILLAGER

BOYZ II MEN & NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK performing at Austin’s Frank Erwin Center.
Photos by Naomi Richard.

AUSTIN, TX - Over 11,000 Central Texas fans
packed Austin’s Frank Erwin Center to jam the
night away with the legendary boy band NEW
KIDS ON THE BLOCK, the American Idol Icon
PAULA ABDUL and multi-platinum-selling pow-
erhouse BOYZ II MEN!

BOYZ II MEN kicked the evening off sing-
ing crowd favorites like “I’ll Make Love to You”
and “End of the Road” while charming the la-
dies with long stemmed red roses. It was awe-
some to experience their strong vocals and riv-
eting dance moves. With 25 years under their
belt, it is safe to say they haven’t lost their
groove!

Then came PAULA ABDUL surrounded by
dancers with majestic stage designs. The music,
choreography and her energy had the crowd on
their feet swaying from side-to-side. The stage per-

formances coupled with her track-based vocals
produced an entertaining performance of seven
number-one hit singles.

Next, the final group of the evening stepped
out to thunderous applauds from the audience.
Headliner NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK hit the
stage ready to entertain. They sang songs such as
“One More Night,” “My Favorite Girl,” “Dirty
Dancing” and many more. At one point the lights
dimmed and the group re-appeared all wearing
Texas Longhorn jerseys! As you might imagine, the
crowd went wild. They nailed it for Austin’s foot-
ball lovers and at that point the group could do no
wrong!

The Total Package tour delivered as promised,
a full night of entertainment with some of your
favorite chat-topping artists. The tour was spon-
sored by Live Nation.

Original L.C. Anderson Alumni Hear Plan
for Restoration of Old School Site

Several of the Original L.C. Anderson High School Alumni, Austin
Independent School District Board Trustee Member Yasmin Wagner and
District Superintendent Paul Cruz tour the former highschool building at
900 Thompson after meeting to discuss plans for the building’s future.
First row left to right:(first lady Unidentified), Pamela McCullough, Nancy
Thompson, Travis County Historical Commissioner Vonnye Rice-Gardner,
Thelma Williams, Linda Moore, Donald Thompson and Beverly Wilson.
Second row left to right:  Trustee Yasmin Wagner, Joann Lewis, Barbara
Spears-Corbett, Barbara Wilson, Alma Crayton, Arvy Crayton and Super-
intendent Paul Cruz. (Photo by Christian Clarke Casarez, J.D., AISD)

AUSTIN, TX - If you
love the Original L.C.
Anderson High School and
wish it were once again
the home of educational
excellence, there is a seat
at the table for you, ac-
cording to Barbara
Spears-Corbett. She is one
of the organizers who
sprang into action when
she realized that plans
were underway to demol-

ish the old site. She, Nancy
Thompson and others be-
gan dialogue with the Aus-
tin Independent School
District to once again save
the school.

S p e a r s - C o r b e t t
wants the community to
know that the steering
committee is not an exclu-
sive club. “We invite all in-
terested people to join us
in this effort,” she said.

“The more people, the
more ideas.”

Recently, the com-
mittee, concerned citizens
and more than 100 former
students of the Original
L.C. Anderson High School
once again walked the hal-
lowed halls of the now
dimmed Beacon on The
Hill in East Austin. They

See BONDS, page 7

TEXAS HOUSE OF REPS
PASSES

“BATHROOM BILL”
ON 2ND READING

Statement from Eddie Rodriguez | 51st District

Austin, Texas - Today, the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives added an amendment to Senate Bill 2078
that regulates bathroom usage in schools. The House
passed SB 2078 on second reading by a vote of 92-49
after adopting the discriminatory amendment.

State Representative Eddie Rodriguez issued the
following statement regarding the amendment:

“We’ve lived through dark days in this country.
‘Separate but equal’ was the law of the land for de-
cades and millions of Americans lived as second-class
citizens based on the color of their skin.

“So-called ‘bathroom bills’ represent the next
chapter in our nation’s shameful history of state-spon-
sored discrimination.

“Representative Paddie’s amendment was sold as
an effort to protect Texas children, but it targets one of
our most vulnerable populations for bullying and ha-
rassment. SB 2078 would keep transgender schoolchil-
dren out of the bathroom they feel most comfortable
using and single them out as different from their peers
over something they can’t control.

“There was no appetite for a ‘bathroom bill’ in the
House, but in the final days of session Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Dan Patrick threatened to force a special session
if the House would not help him deliver on his political
promises. Representative Paddie’s amendment is not
about child safety, it is the House capitulating to the
lieutenant governor’s threat.

“The national ‘bathroom bill’ debate is driven by
ambitious politicians exploiting fear and misunder-
standing of transgender people. There is no room for
compromise when it comes to discrimination.”

High School scholar
wins BIG Region VI

oratorical  competition.
See MCCAULEY

Page 2

Austin exceeds state
and national job
growth averages.

See CITY
Page 7

 TX Rep. receives
backlash for seeking
Trump impeachment.

See THREATS
Page 6

OUR FATE IS
IN OUR OWN

HANDS!
     Since Donald Trump’s
election as President of the
United States, we have had a
lot of fear going on in the
African American com-
munity. Many fear that the
focus of the new admin-
istration is not in our best
interest.  While I agree that we
may be looking at a lot of
changes, we have survived
under other Presidents who did
not have our best interest at
heart.
    The new Republican
majority in Washington will
have to do damage to a lot of
their supporters, before getting
to us. The Trump slogan of
“Make America Strong Again”
was code for put the “Majority”
back in control. It was “feared”
that organized minority groups
were gaining power over
White males of this country and
that needed to stop.
     The Black community may
be in a better position of
protecting itself than some
others. That is because we have
been in a defensive posture
since the abolition of slavery.
However, we may have been
lulled to sleep under the illusion
that “all men are created equal.”
As a result, we have gotten into
the habit of working alone,
rather than working together.
For example, on many of the
jobs that we have we are the
only Black person in our
department. So, we have no
support when we want to
complain about unfair
treatment.
     It is time for us to get back
to the basis of working together.
For example, when I first came
to Austin I became aware of
what happened when our Black
business community worked
together. The businesses were
the employers of those who
were not acceptable to
businesses outside of the
community. As a result, many
of the people who had police
records could find jobs with
community businesses who
knew them and their families.
And we worked hard on
educating our young people for
them to be prepared for work
outside of the community. And
we did that job well.
    What we need now is to
rebuild our Black owned
businesses community to
give our youth an
opportunity to have jobs
with us to get the experience
needed to get jobs outside of
the community. We also
need to get back in the habit
of our business working
together for the good of all.
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Christian McCauley, Blacks In Government
Oratorical Competition Winner

AUSTIN, TX - Chris-
tian McCauley, a Sopho-
more attending San
Marcos High School is the
son of Dr. Christopher and
Mrs. Madeline P.
McCauley of San Marcos,
Texas.  Christian placed
1stt Place at the Austin
Chapter Competition and
advanced to the BIG Re-
gion VI Competition in San
Antonio Texas held at the
Hilton Resort SPA on April
29th.  Region VI is made
up of Chapters from the
states of Arkansas, Okla-
homa, Texas, New
Mexico, and Louisiana.
During the competition
Christian captured the at-
tention of the judges and
audience with his power-
ful oration of the competi-
tions 2017 Theme: Uniting
the Blue Divide: What Can
Young People Do to Im-
prove the Relationship be-
tween Law Enforcement
and Their Communities?

As the 1st place Win-
ner for Region VI he will
now advance to the BIG
National Training Institute

(NTI) in Atlantic City, New
Jersey August 24, 2017 for
the final competition,
where students from
across the United States
will come together for the
final youth competition.
The purpose of BIG’s Train-
ing In Communications
(TIC) Program is to provide
young people training in
communications, leader-
ship skills, and practical
experiences to develop
those skills. The TIC Pro-
gram is composed of two
parts: a) Communications
Academy, and b) Student
Oratorical Contest. The
TIC targets 9th – 12th
Grade students to com-
pete for scholarships and
awards. The TIC program
enables the Austin Chap-
ter to make a positive con-
tribution in the commu-
nity, thus increasing the
chapter’s visibility. It pro-
vides an excellent oppor-
tunity to share with others
BIG’s mission and vision.

BIG is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan, educational,
training, and professional

development organization
that is an advocate for
jobs, education, career ad-
vancement, housing and
health services on behalf
of the 3.0 million African
Americans employed and
retirees, in federal, state,
local governments and
military services.  Our or-
ganizational structure is
comprised of 300 chapters
strategically located
throughout the United
States.  BIG cultivates a
desire to succeed, stimulate
personal development and
professionalism, and con-
tinuously focuses on
achieving equality of oppor-
tunity for all Americans.

The Austin Chapter of
Blacks In Government cel-
ebrated its 33rd Anniver-
sary on September 1st,
2017.  For more informa-
tion please contact Terry
Lendo, 1st Vice President
and Youth Program Chair
@ (512) 587-0072. Thank
You for Think BIG!!!
www.bignet.org or http://
www.bignet.org/regional/
region6/index.htm.

Pictured from left to right: Terry Lendo, 1st  VP, Youth Program Chair,
Dr. Christopher McCauley and Mrs. Madeline P. McCauley, (center)   Chris-
tian McCauley, Region VI 1st  Place Winner, Darrell G. Porter, Chapter
Treasurer, Gregory Reeves, Chapter President

Austin, Texas - Coach
Adrian Hayes is very ex-
cited to return to home to
run H.A.Y.E.S. Basketball
Camp.   As the Men’s bas-
ketball Coach at Colorado
Northwestern Community
College, Coach Hayes
started H.A.Y.E.S. (Helping
Athletes Yield Elite Skills)
Academy.  This is a busi-
ness built in hopes to help,
teach, serve, and inspire
youth to grow as athletes.
Giving back is something
that is very important to
Coach Hayes and he has
been blessed to coach
basketball, run camps and
play this game all over the
country.  Hayes is anxious
to share his knowledge
with those Austin youth

like him, who just loved to
“play ball”. Coach Hayes is
hosting a 3-Day H.A.Y.E.S.
Basketball camp at Travis
High School on June 12th-
14th , 2017, from 10am-
3pm for Ages 12-18.

 Hayes is really look-

ing forward to working
with some of ATX’s best
young “Ballers’”. For reg-
istration information
please visit the website at
www.hayesacademy.net
or you may email at
hayesacademy2016@gmail.com.

H.A.Y.E.S.
Coming to
Austin Nest

Month

Adrian Hayes

Take Away the Juice, Pediatricians Say
The following story  has been posted to REthink: New Perspectives on Health,
a publication of the Dell Medical School at The University of Texas at Austin:

Fruit juice has been marketed (and in some cases, recommended by physi-
cians) as a healthy, natural source of vitamins and calcium. Kids like the way it
tastes — in fact, children and adolescents continue to be the highest consumers of
fruit juice and juice drinks.

But there is no reason to include them in the diets of children less than a year
old, the American Academy of Pediatrics  now says.

Steven Abrams, MD, chair of the  Department of Pediatrics  at Dell Medical
School at The University of Texas at Austin, co-authored the policy statement, re-
leased today. It also recommends limited consumption for older children and ado-
lescents.

“There’s never been a question that whole fruits are the best choice for chil-
dren — adults, too, for that matter,” Abrams says. “On the other hand, water and
low fat milk are much better choices for most children. We just have to take a step
back and realize that there are harmful consequences to consuming large amounts
of juice by children.”

Fruit juice should not be offered to children less than a year old, and should be
consumed by older children only in limited amounts. Fruit juice should not be used
to treat dehydration or constipation.

Pediatricians should continue to recommend the consumption of whole fruits,
especially for children who have already been exposed to fruit juice, and should
advocate for the elimination of fruit juice in young children’s diets.

A complete ban on fruit juice through government programs, such as the Spe-
cial Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC), is not
necessary or beneficial. But physicians should advocate for limits on juice and en-
sure that parents are educated about the risks associated with high juice intake.

Children should consume less fruit juice says pediatricians. Shutterstock



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

7801 N. Lamar Blvd,
Suite D 102,

Austin, Texas 78752

Worship: Sunday--
10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Tuesday Bible Studies--
7:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday Prayers--
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

The Church of Pentecost, USA Inc,
Austin offers a wide variety of opportuni-
ties for children, youth, adults, and older
adults to be involved in worship, spiritual
growth, education, community outreach,
and making a tangible difference to those
in need in our community. You too, can
make a positive difference in our commu-
nity through your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, and your witness.Tel: 512 302-1270

Leading People to Experience God’s Love, Know Jesus Christ & Grow in His Image
The Church of Pentecost

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service           8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training    10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

Do you have church news? Would you like to
purchase a monthly ad for your church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Villager Youth Brigade will be taking sponsorships
starting summer of 2015.Your support has been
much appreciated over the years.  Please continue
to invest in  Austin’s youth. We look forward to
another successful year with some promising
students. FMI Call 512-476-0082

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 8 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

*Mention this ad and get a FREE 20 oz. Drink*
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The
VILLAGER

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org Rev. Darron E. Patterson

              Pastor

OLCAAAAC HOST
2017 GRADUATING SENIORS

Austin, TX – The Original L. C. Anderson Alumni Association Austin Chapter were host to
the chapter’s 2017 scholarship recipients and families at their monthly meeting. The graduating
seniors are; Rae Shon Bolton (Akins High School) to attend Texas A&M or U.T.; Kirida McDaniel
(Reagan High School) to attend Texas A&M or U.T. At Arlington; Quyara Billingsly (Reagan
High School) to attend Texas State or Texas Women’s University; and Thomas Sanders (Bowie
High School) to attend Angelo State University. In addition, the chapter’s guest speaker was
Fannie Burt, a member of the “All-Girl Dance Band” at Prairie View College during World War
II before her graduation in 1944. Photo by August “Bubba” Thomas.

Greater Mt. Zion Awards Scholarships
to Graduating Seniors

Greater Mount Zion Baptist Church awarded three $1,000 scholarships this year to graduat-
ing high school seniors. Two GMZ members:   Bianna Bright, a Stony Point High School stu-
dent that is attending Hampton University and Chelsie Kindred-Brown from Stephen F. Austin
High School is attending Texas Southern University. Also, a scholarship was awarded to a non-
GMZ member, Eric Zeno, a Leander High School student, as the   Austin area community win-
ner. He is attending the University of Texas next year. The scholarships were awarded under
the GMZ Education Cause Ministry which envisions improving education in the Austin area
community for minority students.

REMEMBER

Memorial Day
 Monday, May 29



Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc
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Growth in Middle School
Band Trip

Kennedy George
Pflugerville Cele M. S.

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

friends so there was really
only one person I knew that
was going to Pflugerville
Middle School with me. I was
also a little chubby because I
didn’t do any sports. I didn’t
like talking to the people that
I didn’t know very well and I
was scared of the eighth
graders(who looked like they
should be seniors in high
school).

I think now I can talk to
others better. I started play-
ing some sports in seventh
grade so I have lost a little
weight. School has gotten a
bit more difficult but I have
learned not to be afraid to ask
for help. I have grown a lot
in middle school.

This past Saturday the
6th grade band went to San
Antonio to perform songs
for a audience. The songs
were called "School Spirit"
and "Flying High". I play the
bells on school spirit and
the bells on flying high,

once we were done the re-
ward was going to six flags
and i was super excited.

After the performance
we found out that our band
got the best grade for the
performance and we were
awarded a trophy to go on
the wall at our school.
When we arrived at six flags
we had a lot of fun, i rode
the sky scrapper and the
water log and the rest of the
time we played in the pool.

Lastly, the school year
is coming to a end but i
learned so much this year, I
learned to play instruments
that i couldn't at this time
last year so that's really ex-
citing. Thanks for reading

Ropes Course

No classes for a
week because of a
project. We were given a
$50 budget to purchase all
needed items for this
project and a one week
time constraint. My groups
projects is called the Stel-
lar Star Spinner. The Stel-
lar Star Spinner is a way for
incoming 6th graders to
smoothly transition from
elementary school to Ann
Richards. The ropes course
challenges their physical
and mental strength while
assisting our new sisters
in making lifelong friends
at their new school. The
Stellar Star Spinner is ba-
sically an old children's
favorite merry-go-round,
but with a fun twist.

This ropes course ac-
tivity is a spinning Ann
Richards Star that has a
physically and mind chal-
lenging activity to com-
plete. Through the center
of the merry go round is a

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

PVC pipe that acts as a
dowel. Attached to those
connected poles are thin
pieces of string that cre-
ate an obstacle course
that two students must
get through together until
they make it full circle and
ring a bell. The ropes
course begins by having
two students step onto
the Stellar Star Spinner.
They will have items pro-
vided that they must both
be touching at all times.
The course will begin once
both students are next to
the bell.The other students
will be off of the Stellar
Star Spinner and will begin
spinning the star slowly
once everyone is ready
and has given the thumbs
up. The students will do
their best to make their
way around the merry- go-
round while never letting
go of the object, while the
other students are cheer-
ing them on. The students
will attempt to not touch
any of the string and ring
the bell where they began.
The next pair of students
will give it a try.

This project  was a
way for us to learn while
giving others a chance to
become more open and
less shy. Only a few
groups get to become a
temporary permanent
ropes course on campus, I
hope we are one of the top
groups. This project was
stressful but extremely
fun!

My FIRST {For Inspira-
tion and Recognition of Sci-
ence and Technology} Ro-
botics Team, the Lady Cans,
is going to compete in mul-
tiple off-season events this
summer. For these compe-
titions, we are going to al-
ter our robot in order to
make it more efficient on
the playing field. Our pre-
vious design had an intake
comprised of a spinning
shaft with wheels on it to
suck whiffle balls in and a
system of pulleys to move
the balls through the robot.
It also had a rotating circle
with holes that the balls
could sit in, which we called
the carousel.

The carousel would
deliver the balls to our
shooter, one-by-one. Our
shooter was curved like a
macaroni noodle and had
wheels inside that spun to
shoot the balls into the goal.

Off-Season Robotics

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

There was a sort of metal
pouch at the back of the ro-
bot for gears, which are
game pieces that have to be
delivered to a certain spot.
Our intake doubled as our
mechanism we used to
climb a rope. This design is
going to change a lot. We
have decided to keep the
shooter, but we are com-
pletely moving it to the back
of the robot rather than the
front, and rotating it ninety
degrees. We’re going to get
rid of the carousel com-
pletely, because it caused
jams.

As a replacement, we
have prototyped two buck-
ets with ball-sized holes in
them. A shaft with a piece
of tread attached perpen-
dicularly to it would spin
around inside, eventually
knocking the balls into the
holes, where they would be
sucked away by the shooter.
We have decided that the
intake and the climber
should not be the same
mechanism, because right
now if it breaks we lose two
functions instead of just
one. We have not yet fig-
ured out where the sepa-
rate climber should go. Ad-
ditionally, instead of having
a simple metal pouch for
the gears, we will have a
mobile gear intake mecha-
nism. With these changes,
the performance of our ro-
bot will definitely improve.

Baseball Champions

Tyler  Allen
Barbara Jordan Elem.

Our school year is
coming to an end. Yet
there are many things still
going on. Last week the
fifth Graders  got to take a
trip to the San Antonio Zoo.
The Safety patrol also will
get a treat this week.

The highlight of last
week was our baseball
championship game. We
finished the season unde-
feated. We beat every op-
ponent by 8 or more
points. Our opponent in

the championship game
was Oak Springs Elemen-
tary School. The game was
held at the Downs field
Stadium. That stadium was
some interesting history I
was told. It was named
after Karl Downs. In the
past it served as the foot-
ball stadium for the Old
Anderson’s football team.
Tillison and Sam Huston
College also played there.

The team from Oak
Springs were out for re-
venge. In the first game of
the season we defeated
them 15-0. The game
started out bad for Bar-
bara Jordan. We fell be-
hind 5-0 in the first end-
ing. Our two ace pitchers
shut them down the rest of
the game. It took two
home runs for us to pull it
out. I managed to score in
all our games. The high-
light of the game was a
base clearing hit by “Geo”.
We won 6-5. We are the
“JR RBI CHAMPIONS”.

Is Basketball Dominance Bad for the NBA?

The Golden State War-
riors and the Cleveland
Cavaliers are two of the
best National Basketball As-
sociation (NBA) teams in
the league today. For the
past two years, both teams
have faced each other in the
Finals for the championship
title. Led by 2-time Most
Valuable Player (MVP),
Stephen Curry, the Warriors
rose from the league’s un-
derdogs to an NBA “super
team.” As for the Cavaliers,
after their hometown hero,
LeBron James, returned af-
ter four years with the Mi-
ami Heat, the team has
gone from one of the worst
teams in the NBA to a title
contender alongside the
Warriors. However, the
dominance of these two
teams in their conferences
has made the game of pro-
fessional basketball “un-
fair.”

For the past three sea-

Ira “T.J.” Williams
Cedar Ridge H. S.

sons, the Warriors and
Cavaliers have been domi-
nating in their conferences,
being one of the top seeds
in their playoff brackets.
But the lack of competition
against these two organiza-
tions has left the league
and its fans disappointed,
knowing that their teams
most likely won’t make it to
the Finals each season.
Even this season’s playoffs
have been one sided in
both conferences. Both the
Cavaliers and the Warriors
have swept each opposing
teams in their “Best-of-7”
series, leading them to
their conference finals.
However, it already seems
that the other teams are
doomed to fail as the War-
riors and Cavaliers domi-
nate in each game.

The Cavaliers and
Warriors will most likely
defeat the opposing teams
in their conferences to then
face off in the NBA Finals for
the third straight year. Each
offseason in the NBA,
teams are constantly trying
to stack their rosters in an
attempt to pose a threat to
the Warriors and Cavaliers.
So far, none of the other 28
teams in the league have
been able to stop or slow
down the Warriors and
Cavaliers. Will any team be
able to find the Warriors’
and Cavaliers’ weakness?
Perhaps the various teams
featuring rising stars will
become contenders in the
future.

When I first started
middle school, I was intro-
verted and shy. I had just
moved to Pflugerville in fifth
grade and I didn’t have many

Averill Topps
Stephen F. Austin H.S.

At Austin High School,
we are going to start taking
our finals next week for
four days straight. We are
going to take biology first,
then English, Wold Geogra-
phy, and Algebra. On the
fourth day, school ends!

We also have a four
day weekend we call the
"Great Study Weekend",
which starts before the fi-
nals. The "Great Study
Weekend" is when we have
Friday and Monday off of
school. During the "Great
Study Weekend", I will fo-
cus most of my attention to
study Algebra (since Alge-
bra requires more thinking
than the other subjects).

Upcoming Finals

Hello everybody, to-
day I want to talk about fi-
nals that are coming up
soon. I am very anxious be-
cause our finals are thirty
percent of our grade. I know
that if I study diligently I can
score way higher than I
would if I didn't.

Sole Hope

Ava Roberts
Spring Hill Elementary

@TheVillagerATX

On May 12, I partici-
pated in a Girl Scout Service
Project.  It was a “Sole
Hope” shoe cutting party.
Sole Hope is an organization
founded by Asher Collie.

Their goal is to help Ugan-
dan children live free from
jiggers and to help Ugandan
men and women by teach-
ing them how to make
shoes.  Their mission is “Of-
fering HOPE, healthier
lives, and freedom from
foot-related diseases
through education, jobs,
and medical relief.”

I feel good about help-
ing to make a difference.
You can help too by hosting
a shoe cutting party, volun-
teering, donate, and
spreading the word.  For
more information, go to
www.solehope.com.
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GADA Dance Recital

  The Greater Austin
Dance Academy (GADA)
opened 10 years ago, so to
celebrate, the theme of
their Spring recital was
Dancin' Through the De-
cades. They had 5 recitals
on Saturday, May 20th,
each displaying different
levels of skills and differ-
ent styles of dance. The
recitals were held at
Hendrickson High School’s
Performing Arts Center.
The atmosphere of the
auditorium was very posi-
tive because people were
there to support their sons
and daughters and recog-
nize the amount of work
they put into the show.

I went to the 4:30
show and was very im-
pressed. It started with the
3-year-old age group, then
traveled through time with
different age levels. The
performance began in the
1950’s and ended in
2010’s. Although each
dancer wore a bright smile
on their face, I could see a
look of determination in

Cyrena Matingou
Cedar Ridge H. S.

their eyes as they focused
on executing their moves
with grace. As the show
progressed, different
styles of dance were used
to represent the decades,
such as hip hop for the 90’s
and jazz for the 70’s. In ad-
dition to dancing, GADA’s
musical theater students
did a number from “Thor-
oughly Modern Mellie,”
the musical. As great as it
was to see the older stu-
dents perform compli-
cated pieces, it was just as
enjoyable to watch the el-
ementary boys and girls
dance on the stage fear-
lessly.

Ashlynn Person is a
9th grader who has been
dancing with GADA for
about 7 years. At her 7:00
performance, she per-
formed tap, jazz, and bal-
let routines. After she per-
formed, Ashlynn “felt re-
lived because I didn’t mess
up and it was actually re-
ally fun because I was
dancing with my friends.”
GADA dancers have been
working on their dances
for this show since late
December of 2016, so they
were very excited to show
the result. Ashlynn says
that the most exciting
thing about performing
was “the fun and flashy
outfits we got to wear.
Also, the dances to the
90’s songs were really cool
and fun to watch and
dance to.” The GADA
Spring recital was a huge
success and I hope to see
them perform again next
year!

Recording Studio

On Friday, May 19th
(my 14th birthday) the
Athlos Leadership Acad-
emy 8th graders in choir
and band went to a re-
cording studio to record a
song. The recording studio
we went to was Orb stu-
dio. Many stars have been

Sarah Robertson
Athlos Leadership Acad.

to this studio. I've never
been to a recording studio
before which made this a
great experience. The
song that we were record-
ing was called Tightrope
by JanelleMonae. Since
band had to lay down their
track first, the choir stood
in the waiting area. In the
waiting area there was
ping pong table, a pool
table, video games and ar-
cade games. Once the
band finished the choir
started to record.  It was
really difficult because we
had headphones on and
couldn't really hear each
other but we got the job
done and sounded amaz-
ing. I wouldenjoy going
back to a recording studio.

Kevin Parish
Park Crest M.S.

Summer is approach-
ing, I have a week of
school let and I am really
happy about it. Before we
get out of school we have
to take finals. Finals are a
test that we take at the
end of the year and it
counts for your final se-
mester grade. If you were

Final Exams
to average an 80 or above
with less than two ab-
sences you are exempted,
which where you do not
have to take final tests and
it also goes the same way
if you have a 90 or above.
I am working on getting
exempted from all my
classes so I won’t have to
take the tests. We take fi-
nals on the 25th, 26th,
30th and the 31st of May,
which is our last day of
school.  I am exempt from
3 classes right now. I hope
I can get exempt from the
others as well but if I can’t
I believe I can do well on
the finals. I had a great
freshman year and I hope
everyone had agood year
too.

At the end of school

we have an end of year
field lesson. On the end of
year field lesson you are
able to earn many things
and do many things. But in
order to earn the field les-
son you musy have trust
from all your teachers, and
have no missing assign-
ments.

    This year were go-
ing to  sleep at  school, go
to Jump USA, Zilker Park,
and were going swim-
ming.  I'm most interested
in going to Jump USA.

End  of Year Field Lesson

Joshua Moore
KIPP Austin Academy

Senior Plans

Damon Luckett II
Hays High School

This year has been a
rough year for me. I have
went through the ob-
stacles of being a Junior
and my year has come to
an end. Junior year has
made me realize that I'm
closer to being a man than
a child. I have one more
year until I'm out on my
own. Next year, I will have
to finish out the year
stronger than any year be-
fore.

One thing I have to
work on is procrastination.
I tend to wait until the last
minute on things that
could be taken care of in 2
hours. Most of the time,
it's just because I'm tired
from the previous work
that I received. Procrasti-
nation has crippled me in
the past years and I can't
let that happen to me next
year. My goal is to tackle
procrastination and focus.

Another thing is my
mindset. Teenagers like
myself struggle to balance
their social life and their
education. This is one of
my problems. I've learned
that I will always have time
for friends. I won't always

have time to get an edu-
cation.

Also, I need to stop
settling for less. One thing
I learned is to strive for an
A instead of getting by
with C's. Doing this will
mess up your GPA (Grade
Point Average). You need
a certain GPA in order to
get into College. If your
GPA doesn't meet the cri-
teria, then you're just back
tracking.

Another problem I
have is my backpack. Next
year, I will have a clean
backpack. It might seem
irrelevant on how clean a
backpack is but it really
effects your grades. An
unclean backpack leads to
being unorganized. Being
unorganized leads to bad
grades.

Last but not least,
sleep. I like to game and
watch TV at night because
I feel like it's apart of my
relaxation time. Staying up
too late is not good. Being
deprived from sleep be-
fore school effects your
focus in class. Sleep is very
important.

My mother and fa-
ther told me, "If you do
what's hard right now,
your life will be easier. If
you try to go the easy way,
you're life will be harder."
My parents do a great job
raising me to be the man
that I'll become. They in-
spire me to be a better
person than the day be-
fore. Senior year, I will
make them and everyone
who's depending on me
happy.

Barbara's Book Bag

Barbara Williams

Angie Thomas, the
New York Times best-
selling author will be at
the Carver Museum to
discuss her novel at a
pre-festival event of the
African American Festi-
val, June 22, at 6:30 PM.
This book was inspired
by Tupac Shakur and The
Black Lives Matter Move-
ment.

The book is about a
16 year old teenage girl
named Starr. She lives in
a mostly all black, poor
neighborhood and she
attends a private school
in an upper class white
neighborhood. She and
one other student are the
only black students in the
school. Starr has a differ-
ent personality for home
and school. She accepts
a ride home from a party
with a childhood friend,
Khalil, she hasn’t seen in
a long time. They are
stopped by a policeman.
After a brief exchange,
Starr’s friend Khalil is
shot and killed by a po-
liceman, without warning.
His death becomes na-
tional news. Starr spends
the remainder of her time
dealing with what she,
the only witness, to Khalil

“THE HATE U GIVE” by Angie Thomas
 A Young Adult Novel

death should do and the
choices she makes about
the safety of herself and
her family and her com-
munity

  Starr is smart, fun
loving, and caring. A lot
depends on what Starr
does. You learn to love
and care about her as
well as most of the char-
acters in the book, and
there are a lot of them.
The author develops
Khalil character, who he
was and why he made
the choices that he did.
The media shows an-
other side of him that is
more on the negative
side.

Starr’s family and
her relationship with
them comes across as
close, caring and
supportive.She has a
special relationship with

her father who is an ex
convict, She has a spe-
cial relationship with her
incredibly supportive
mother and her brother
Seven. She also has a
good relationship with
her uncle Carlos who is
a policeman.I really love
each member of her fam-
ily. Her brother Seven is
smart, loving and protec-
tive of the females in the
blended family. The au-
thor does a good job of
presenting him in a posi-
tive light. Each of the
male characters have
some admirable quali-
ties. This includes Starr’s
boyfriend, Chris who is
white.

The plot of the novel
deals with issues, chal-
lenges and choices Starr
has to make as she
grows up. How she finds

her voice, her activism,
courage and bravery. The
author includes the
reader in Starr’s growth.
She conveys the mes-
sage that people who
grow up in poor circum-
stances are not bad
people. They are trying to
better their circum-
stances the same as
other people. They are
trying to better their lives.

Most things take
place in Starr’s home,
school, her fathers gro-
cery store, Uncle Carlos’
suburban home, and on
the streets of her commu-
nity. The problem of
prejudice, racism and
police brutality is ad-
dressed in a fashion that
remind you of some of
the verdicts of recent kill-
ings of young black men
in America. Enjoy the
way the book ends when
you read it.
  This is a well written
book. 444 pages long. It
uses more profanity than
I like in my readings but
it is an important book. I
enjoyed how the story
was told and I am glad
Angie Thomas told it.

I am looking forward
to seeing and hearing
M s .
  Thomas talk about her
Book on June 22, at the
Carver Museum. I give
this book 4 Stars. ****
ENJOY!

Jordan Peele’s ‘Get Out’
Follow-Up Set

for 2019 Release

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Comedian turned filmmaker
Jordan Peele is following up the remarkable success of
“Get Out” with a provocative original thriller set for
release in March 2019. Universal Pictures announced
the release date for Peele’s untitled film on Monday.

Peele’s buzzy directorial debut “Get Out” became
a box office phenomenon this year grossing $229.6
million worldwide on a production budget of only $4.5
million. Universal Pictures distributed “Get Out” and has
since set a first look deal with Peele and his Monkeypaw
Productions.

 Director Jordan Peele
(Photo by Rich Fury/Invision/AP, File)
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African Business Network
Host Second Mixer

Since the first event ended with “bang”, leaders of the African Business
held a 2nd “General Body Meeting.” Moreover, the general body meeting is
the regular meeting in which the various businesses in the network get to
meet and listen to one of the members make a presentation. At this event, it
was the African Diaspora United (ADU) business group that made a presen-
tation on their business. For instance, Herve Sarr with ADU talked about the
various services they offer such as providing a marketing platform and for
bringing the African community closer to African owned business and non-
profit leaders

As previously, ADU made a very informational presentation. In the pre-
sentation, they mentioned that, “The poverty rate within the African Diaspora
community has increased due to the fact they don’t own a lot of businesses.”
In addition, ADU mentioned that African businesses tend to remain small due
to the fact that, “They don’t understand the concept of marketing and bring-
ing people together.” Consequently, ADU hopes that, “Our services can change
the mentality of African Business owners.” In addition to ADU, there were
other African and African American businesses present such as Tropical
Market, Dupree Cosmetic and Numerique.

Not only is the ABN a platform for African owned businesses but, it is
also for African American businesses. According to the leadership group of
the ABN, “It is important for the African Diaspora Community and the African
American to unite because this creates more businesses for both communi-
ties. In addition, they mentioned that, “Bringing these two groups together
will provide both of them with greater markets which in term means more
revenues.

Pictured left to right are members of the African Business Network;
Herve, Debra, Julien and Angela. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

Cameroon’s Reunification Day

On May 20th all
Cameroonians, including
those living in Central
Texas celebrated the “Re-
unification of Cameroon.”
Although Cameroon re-
ceived its Independence on
January 1, 1960 it remained
split between the “French
Cameroonians and the
Anglo Cameroonians.”
However, on May 20th,
1961 both the “French and
the Anglo Cameroonians”
united to become one
Cameroon. According to
some in the community,
“the Reunification is as
important as the Inde-
pendence Day celebra-
tion.” Since the Reunifica-
tion of the “French and the

Anglo” sections of
Cameroon, they have ex-
perienced some good and
bad times but, has sought
to remain together.

In Central Texas, the
Cameroonian Community
of Central Texas decided to
celebrate the Reunifica-
tion Day by holding a soc-
cer game against the
“Black Stars Soccer group.”
Despite the rain and the
thunder, the players met
on a muddy and wet
field. Then at the end of
the day, the Cameroon
Soccer Association of
Central Texas lost the
game by the score of 2
goals. After the soccer
game, it was an opportu-
nity for the players to
hold a barbecue and to
socialize with other Afri-

can communities living in
Central Texas.   According
to Boseme Ensuju, “I was
happy to celebrate the
unification of my country
and also to enjoy the pres-
ence of other Africans.”

In the past decade,
Central Texas has a greater
influx of Cameroonians
and other Africans. Just
like other Africans,
Cameroonians are starting
to skip the, “Mega cities
and moving to the me-
dium size ones like Austin.”
As they move to Austin,
the Cameroon Soccer As-
sociation has been a
place to help the new ar-
rivals adapt to a new city,
state, and country. In ad-
dition, it provides a
“safety nest” for others in
the community.

Members of the Cameronaian American Soccer Association.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Capital Metro to  Provide Modified
Service on Memorial Day

No MetroRail service, as
agency operates on

Sunday-level May 29

AUSTIN, TX - On
Monday, May 29, Capital
Metro will operate on a
Sunday-level schedule in
observance of the Memo-
rial Day holiday. There will
be no MetroRail, UT
Shuttle or E-Bus service.

All MetroAccess sub-
scription trips will be au-
tomatically canceled that
day. Customers who need
to keep their subscription
trips on Memorial Day
should call  512-852-7272
or visitcapmetro.org/
maonline  to  reschedule
them.

Service will return to
its regular weekday sched-
ule Tuesday, May 30.

Capital Metro admin-
istrative offices and the

Transit Store will be closed
May 29.  However, the
Customer Service GO Line
will be staffed from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and customers
will have 24-hour access to
the automated phone line
and  online trip planner.

More information
about Capital Metro
schedules and services can
be found at  capmetro.org,
on the free  CapMetro App
or by calling the GO Line
at 512-474-1200.

Callers Threaten Black Texas
Congressman Who Seeks Trump

Impeachment
HOUSTON, TX (AP) -

A Black Texas congress-
man said Saturday that
he’s been threatened with
lynching by callers infuri-
ated over him seeking im-
peachment of President
Donald Trump.

U.S. Rep. Al Green
held a town hall meeting
and played recordings of
several threatening
voicemails left at his of-
fices in Houston and
Washington, the Houston
Chronicle reports.

The seven-term
Democrat told the crowd
of about 100 people that
he won’t be deterred.

“We are not going to
be intimidated,” Green
said Saturday. “We are not
going to allow this to cause
us to deviate from what
we believe to be the right
thing to do and that is to
proceed with the im-

peachment of President
Trump.”

One male caller used
a racial insult and threat-
ened Green with “hanging
from a tree” if he pursues
impeachment. Another
man left a message saying
Green would be the one
impeached after “a short
trial” and then he would
be hanged, according to
the recording.

Green took to the
House floor on Wednes-
day to say he believes
Trump committed ob-
struction of justice and no
one’s above the law.

Trump, a Republican,
has dismissed criticism of
his firing of FBI Director
James Comey amid the
agency’s investigation of
possible links between
Russia and Trump cam-
paign associates.

Green said he

wanted his constituents to
be aware of the hateful
calls he’s since received.

“When a person talks
about lynching you, we
think that’s a pretty seri-
ous threat,” said Green, a
former president of the
Houston branch of the
NAACP, according to his
congressional website.

U.S. Rep. Al Green
(AP Photo/Pat Sullivan)
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Integral Care is currently soliciting
proposals through a Request for
Proposals (RFP) process for Families
with Voices/Familias con Voces
Services. RFPs may be sent
electronically, by contacting Brody
Ballard at brody.ballard@ integral
care.org beginning May 15, 2017.
The deadline to submit a proposal
under the RFP is 4 p.m. CST on June
30, 2017. Historically Underutilized
Businesses, including Minority-
Owned Businesses and Women-
Owned Businesses, are encouraged
to apply.

Integral Care is currently
soliciting proposals through a
Request for Qualifications (RFQ)
process for Audit Services. RFPs
may be sent electronically, by
contacting Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@integralcare.org
beginning May 16, 2017. The
deadline to submit a proposal
under the RFP is 4 p.m. CST on
June 20, 2017. Historically
Underutilized Businesses,
including Minority-Owned
Businesses and Women-Owned
Businesses, are encouraged to
apply.

New Jobs for the
 Week of 05/21/2017
Faculty, 2D Animation

Northridge Campus
Job# 1705018

Marketing Copywriter
Highland Business Center

Job# 1705016
Manager, Construction

Service Center
Job# 1705012

Carpenter
Service Center
Job# 1705026

Assistant, Senior Lab
Taylor Fire Academy

Job# 1705025
Assistant, Student Services

Rio Grande Campus
Job# 1705023

Specialist, Accreditation
Highland Business Center

Job# 1705032

were there to hear
plans presented by the
Austin Independent
School District (AISD) staff
to preserve and modern-
ize the campus at 900 Th-
ompson Street.

The alumni repre-
sented classes from the
1950’s to the school’s final
year, 1971. Most were at-
tired in gold T-shirts
adorned with the famed
yellow jacket in black
print, along with their
class and reunion years.

Nicole Conley, AISD
Chief Financial Officer, ex-
plained the plans for an
upcoming bond election
that would include the Th-
ompson site for develop-
ment of an Urban Educa-
tion Center for all stu-
dents. She explained that
the school board trustees
have final decisions about
the amount of the bond
and which items will be in-
cluded in it.

City Council Member
Ora Houston, District 1 and
Anderson Class of 1966,
stood to express her con-
cern of where the school
would be placed within the
bond. “Based upon our his-
tory with AISD and this
school, I don’t trust the
board,” said Houston. “I
want to know where this
school will be placed in the
bond. How soon will you
begin this renovation?
What AISD can do is move
forward with the historic
designation for the 900 Th-
ompson site.”

 Conley responded
that the board has voted
that the school will be slated
in the one-to-six-year bond.
But she warned that the full
renovation of the school
would be done in phases as
approved in bonds over sev-
eral years. She also said this
will only be achieved if the
bond passes by citywide
election.

Travis County Com-

Bonds hold key for restoration
of OLCA site
missioner Jeffery
Travillion, Sr., Precinct
One, told the audience,
“That means that every-
one of us needs to call our
School Board Trustee, no
matter which district we
live in, and tell them we
want this school included
in the bonds. They need to
hear from us, and often, to
know this is important to
us.

“Then we must be
sure we, and everyone we
know, shows up to vote in
the bond elections,”
Travillion continued. “In
the end, it only matters if
the bonds pass. That is the
only way this restoration
and renovation can hap-
pen.”

Travillion also said
that full completion of a
project of this size cannot
be completed financially
by one entity alone. He
suggested a collaboration
between the Austin school
board, Travis County and
the City of Austin. He was
referencing talks under-
way at the county regard-
ing a possible Venue Tax
levied on hotel rooms to
be used for priority com-
munity projects in Austin,
such as this one.

Matias Segura of
AECOM, an engineering
firm for AISD, showed
slides of designs for the
planned renovation. The
outside structure, per the
alumni request, will re-
main the same where pos-
sible. Also at the insistence
of the alumni, the campus
address will revert to Th-
ompson Street. Currently,
AISD uses a Neal Street
address, on the south side
of the building.

The design includes a
museum at the main en-
trance that will showcase
Anderson memorabilia.
There also will be a Yellow
Jacket Conference Center
for use by the community.

Michael Emery, Class of
’71, said the old gym
bleachers had been torn
down and the wood was
stored somewhere in the
building. He suggested
that wood be used in
some decorative way, in-
cluding signage that would
explain its historical signifi-
cance. The audience
agreed.

In addition to restor-
ing the building, the group
expressed emphatically
that they wanted the Al-
ternative Learning School
for suspended and
troubled youth moved
from the Original L.C.
Anderson site. They are
demanding that future
programs placed at this
school exemplify the edu-
cational excellence and
leadership for which this
school was known from
1889 to 1971, when it was
closed as part of a federal
desegregation lawsuit.

The alumni commit-
tee echoed Council Mem-
ber Ora Houston’s desire
to gain a historical desig-
nation for the campus to
protect it forever from
demolition threats. They
are currently working on
it. Two audience members
volunteered to help,
Caroline Wright of the
Preservation Austin Board
and Vonnye Rice Gardner
of the Travis County His-
torical Commission.

Dr. Paul Cruz, AISD
Superintendent, thanked
everyone for their com-
mitment to the process
and assured the audience
that the work would con-
tinue. School Board
Trustee Yasmin Wagner of
District 7 also was present
and actively engaged in
the community dialogue.
For more information on
AISD’s plans for the Origi-
nal L.C. Anderson site, see
AISD’s Facility Master Plan
at www.aisdfuture.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

At the height of the recent tensions with
North Korea, I met with our military leaders and
foreign affairs experts in South Korea and Japan.
We are fortunate to have the capable leadership
of General Vincent Brooks,  commander of the
United Nations Command, Combined Force
Command, and U.S. Forces Korea. He currently
oversees the 28,000 American troops stationed
there. During our visit, his wife,  Dr. Carol
Brooks,  a member of the Perry family, which we
recognize from the Perry-Casteñada Library at
UT, was in Austin with her mother.  While firmly
projecting our military strength, we must also
utilize our nonmilitary strength to avoid a con-
flict that would lead to the deaths of perhaps as
many as one million including tens of thousands
of Americans.

Congressman Doggett meets
General Brooks during recent

visit to North Korea

Where is the
Hottest Job
Growth in
Your City?

The Texas economy
expanded in March 2017
with the addition of 9,500
seasonally adjusted non-
farm jobs. The state’s un-
employment rate rose
slightly from 4.9 percent to
5 percent. Statewide,
Texas’ job growth rate re-
mained steady at 1.9 per-
cent over the year. Despite
the slight increase in the
unemployment rate,
economists at the Federal
Reserve Bank of Dallas
predict that the state’s job
growth will reach 2.4 per-
cent by the end of 2017.
One of the major metro ar-
eas in Texas is Austin.

 An employment
snapshot of job growth in
Austin far exceeds state
and national averages
across almost all sectors,
and the capital city’s
March unemployment
rate was 3.6 percent.   Ac-
cording to a 2016 analysis
by American City Business
Journals, the number of
small businesses in Austin
grew 9.7 percent from
2010-2013, the fastest rate
in the nation.   Innovative
startups, the abundance
of technology firms and a
thriving university com-
munity have secured
Austin’s spot as one of the
top tech towns in the
country.

So Who’s  Hiring?
Everyone! From technol-
ogy startups to health care
to restaurants, the job
market in Austin is robust,
and competition for talent
has driven wages higher
than state and national
averages.

From the Daniel Group AUSTIN, TX - Coach
Howard Ware will be re-
tiring from Huston-
Tillotson University after
22 years of dedicated ser-
vice. Throughout Coach
Ware’s tenure at HT, he
has helped produce
countless Red River Ath-
letic Conference champi-
ons and NAIA All-Ameri-
cans. Coach Ware has
taken the HT Track Team
to the Nationals 19 out of
22 years. His last day will
be June 30, 2017. Please
join the HT Athletic De-
partment in congratulat-

Coach Howard Ware

ing Coach Howard Ware on
a great career and wishing
him luck in all his future en-
deavors.

By Todd C. Cruff, Special to the Villager

Coach Ware Touches
Tape after 22 Years

Forbes: Jay Z and Beyoncé Worth
a Combined $1.16 Billion by: The AP

NEW YORK (AP) —
Jay Z and Beyoncé are a
billion-dollar couple ac-
cording to one estimate.

Forbes puts the com-
bined wealth of the mar-
ried superstars at $1.16
billion. The magazine esti-
mates Jay Z’s fortune at
$810 million. It says

Beyoncé has amassed
$350 million.

Forbes says most of
Jay Z’s money is involved
in Roc Nation and his other
companies. Both the rap-
per and the singer also
have a significant stake in
the Tidal streaming music
service.

Jay Z signed a 10-year
pact with Live Nation to
partner on concert events.
Variety reported last week
that the deal is worth $200
million.

The couple has a 5-
year-old daughter, Blue
Ivy. Beyoncé is pregnant
with twins.

Beyonce and Jay Z (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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AP FACT CHECK: Trump’s Fake Facts Record While Abroad
by: Calvin Woodward and Christopher S. Rugaber with Josh Lederman, Ricardo-Alonso Zaldivar and Jim Drinkard|Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —  Here’s a new U.S. export:
President Donald Trump’s exaggerations about his
record.

In his speech in Saudi Arabia on Sunday during his
first foreign trip as president, Trump claimed to have
accomplished record spending on the armed forces,
even though Congress has yet to pass a budget that
reflects his plans and promises. Trump releases a de-
tailed budget proposal Tuesday after having come up
only with an outline before, and nothing is achieved
until and unless Congress passes something.

Trump often takes credit for accomplishments that
have yet to be realized or that were the work of his
predecessor, as he did last week when boasting about
a Coast Guard icebreaker that the Obama administra-
tion started. But it was his first opportunity to do so
abroad.

Trump’s foreign trip came as something of a break
from the storm over the investigation into his 2016
campaign’s relationship with Russia. That episode
prompted a number of questionable statements by the
president and his aides. Here’s a review of claims on
various matters over the past week:

TRUMP:  “In just a few months, we have created
almost a million new jobs … and made record invest-
ments in our military.” — speech in Riyadh on Sunday

THE FACTS:  He’s getting ahead of developments
on military spending, with no budget passed. He also
not proposing a record increase in military spending as
his remarks might imply.

The 10 percent increase he called for in his March
budget outline has been exceeded three times in re-
cent history — the base military budget went up by 14.3
percent, in 2002, 11.3 percent in 2003 and 10.9 per-
cent in 2008, according to the Pentagon. Looked at an-
other way and deeper into history, military spending
consumed 43 percent of the economy in 1944, during
World War II, and 15 percent in 1952, during the Ko-
rean War. It was 3.3 percent in 2015, says the World
Bank.

Trump’s claim that almost 1 million jobs have been
added is in the ballpark, though it’s taken more than a
“few months” and Barack Obama was president for
most of one of them, January.

Job creation has averaged 185,000 a month from
January through April. But that is the same pace of hir-
ing as occurred in 2016, when Obama was president,
and slower than in 2014 and 2015, when more than
225,000 jobs a month were added, on average.

___
TRUMP:  “I’m proud to say that under my admin-

istration, as you just heard, we will be building the first
new heavy icebreakers the United States has seen in
over 40 years.” — Coast Guard Academy speech
Wednesday

THE FACTS:  Trump is claiming credit for something
that started under his predecessor. Obama’s homeland
security secretary, Jeh Johnson, spoke about modern-
ization of the Coast Guard fleet and design work on a
new heavy polar icebreaker a year ago in a speech to
graduating Coast Guard cadets.

___
TRUMP,  on his decision to fire FBI Director James

Comey: “I actually thought when I made that decision
— and I also got a very, very strong recommendation,
as you know, from the deputy attorney general, Rod
Rosenstein.” — news conference Thursday with his
Colombian counterpart, Juan Manuel Santos.

THE FACTS:  The recommendation he cites came
after Trump decided to fire Comey, according to
Rosenstein and to Trump’s own previous statement tak-
ing sole ownership of the decision.

In an interview with NBC two days after the May 9
Comey dismissal, Trump said he had been planning to
fire Comey for months, and linked it with the FBI’s Rus-

sia investigation. “In fact when I decided to just do it, I
said to myself, I said, ‘You know, this Russia thing with
Trump and Russia is a made-up story.’”

On Thursday, Rosenstein told senators in a closed-
door briefing that he had been informed of Trump’s
decision to fire Comey before he wrote his memo pro-
viding a rationale for that act, said Sen. Dick Durbin, D-
Ill.

___
TRUMP:  “Even my enemies have said there is no

collusion.” — Thursday news conference
THE FACTS:  Democrats have not absolved Trump

on whether his campaign and Russian officials coordi-
nated efforts last year to disadvantage his Democratic
rival, Hillary Clinton. Several have said they have not
seen evidence of collusion, but that’s not to say they
are satisfied it did not happen.

Trump has cited James Clapper, the director of
national intelligence until Trump took office Jan. 20,
among others, as being “convinced” there was no col-
lusion.

Clapper said this past week that while a report he
issued in January did not uncover collusion, he did not
know at the time that the FBI was digging deeply into
“potential political collusion between the Trump cam-
paign and the Russians” and he was unaware of what
the bureau might have found. The FBI inquiry contin-
ues, as do congressional investigations and, now, one
by the special counsel.

___
TRUMP:  “Obamacare is collapsing. It’s dead. It’s

gone. There’s nothing to compare anything to because
we don’t have health care in this country. You just look
at what’s happening. Aetna just pulled out. Other in-
surance companies are pulling out. We don’t have
health care. Obamacare is a fallacy. It’s gone.” — Thurs-
day news conference

THE FACTS:  He’s venting and not to be taken liter-
ally. Obama’s health care law remains in effect and
people are using it. As of last count 12.2 million signed
up for private health plans through HealthCare.gov and
state markets that offer federally subsidized coverage.
Separately another estimated 12 million were made
eligible for Medicaid through the law’s expansion of that
program. It’s true that many people who buy their own
health insurance are facing another year of big premium
increases and shrinking choices.

Trump worked with House Republicans to pass a
bill that would roll back much of the health law and the
Senate is considering the legislation.

___
TRUMP,  speaking of the MS-13 gang presence in

the U.S.: “A horrible, horrible large group of gangs that
have been let into our country over a fairly short pe-
riod of time. … They’ve literally taken over towns and
cities of the United States.” — Thursday news confer-
ence.

THE FACTS:  His depiction of the gang as a foreign
one “let into” the U.S. is not accurate.

The gang actually began in Los Angeles, according
to a fact sheet from Trump’s own Justice Department,
and “spread quickly across the country.” And it started
not recently, but in the 1980s, according to that same
fact sheet.

The department indirectly credits the Obama ad-
ministration, in its early years, with helping to rein in
the group, largely made up of first-generation Salva-
doran-Americans and Salvadoran nationals. It said:
“Through the combined efforts of federal, state and
local law enforcement, great progress was made dimin-
ishing or severely (disrupting) the gang within certain
targeted areas of the U.S. by 2009 and 2010.”

The U.S. carried out record deportations during the
Obama administration and, on MS-13 specifically, took
the unprecedented action of labeling the street gang a
transnational criminal organization and announcing a
freeze on its U.S. assets. Such actions were not enough
to bring down the group and the Trump administration
says it will do more.

___
TREASURY SECRETARY STEVEN MNUCHIN:  “I be-

lieve that a goal of 3 percent GDP or higher economic
growth is achievable if we make historic reforms to both
taxes and regulation.” — Senate Banking, Housing and
Urban Affairs Committee hearing Thursday

THE FACTS:  Several quarters or a year of 3 per-
cent growth may be possible, but few economists ex-
pect the changes Mnuchin has proposed would result
in sustained growth at that pace. That’s because the
U.S. economy is facing long-term constraints. As baby
boomers retire, fewer people are working. As well,
workers’ productivity is growing at historically weak
levels. An economy can only grow as fast as the size
and productivity of its workforce. If Trump’s policies
reduce immigration, the U.S. workforce would grow
even more slowly.

Trump’s goal of cutting corporate taxes could en-
courage companies to spend more on computers and
machinery, making employees more productive, accel-
erating growth and lifting wages. Liberal economists
argue that corporate profits are already high and any
tax cut probably would go to shareholders instead of
equipment.

___
TRUMP:  “I won’t talk about how much I saved

you on the F-35 fighter jet. I won’t even talk about it.”
— Coast Guard Academy speech

THE FACTS:  He shouldn’t. Trump has repeatedly
taken credit for cost savings that began before his presi-
dency on this jet. Pentagon officials took steps before
the election to reduce costs on the Lockheed contract
and announced savings Dec. 19, a month before Trump
was sworn in.

___
NIKKI HALEY,  ambassador to the U.N.: “I believe

the Western Wall is part of Israel and I think that that is
how, you know, we’ve always seen it and that’s how we
should pursue it … we’ve always thought the Western
Wall was part of Israel.” — interview on Christian Broad-
casting Network on Wednesday

THE FACTS:  That’s a misstatement of U.S. policy
and diplomatic history. The wall is in the Old City, a part
of east Jerusalem, which the U.S. and most of the world
consider to be occupied territory. So the U.S. position
is that the wall is part of Jerusalem, not specifically Is-
rael. Since Israel’s founding, the U.S. has maintained
that no state has sovereignty over Jerusalem and its
ultimate status must be resolved through Israeli-Pales-
tinian negotiations. That stance has not changed.

In addition to misstating U.S. policy, Haley stepped
outside diplomatic norms in asserting a personal view
at variance with that policy — that the Western Wall is
or should be considered part of Israel. Find all AP Fact
Checks at  http://apne.ws/2kbx8bd

President Donald Trump delivers a speech to the
Arab Islamic American Summit, at the King

Abdulaziz Conference Center, Sunday,
May 21, 2017, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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