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Tommy Wyatt

A Conversation
with Rep.
Dawnna Dukes.

State Representative
Dawnna Dukes went public
this week when she appeared
at a Texas Tribune News
event. The Tribune invited the
public and other media to
attend the event. Dukes (DAustin) has represented
House District 46 since 1995.
However, she has been under
attack for the last two years
for not taking care of the
district’s business at the
capitol. First, because of
health problems caused by an
accident in 2013 and most
recently fighting off
indictments that she has been
dealing with for more than a
year.
During an interview by Evan
Smith, CEO of the Tribune,
Dukes says that her health
problems have improved after
she was able to get a new
health team who correctly
diagnosed her medical
problem and got her back on
the right tract. Her legal
problems were cleared up on
Monday, October 23, when
Travis County District
Attorney Margaret Moore
announced that the felony
charges against Dukes had
been dismissed.
The
remaining issues of events at
the state were also changed
after it was determined that
there was a misunderstanding
of operating procedures at the
capitol.
During the ongoing
criminal investigation, Dukes
remained silent on the advice
of her legal team. In the
meantime a number of
prospective candidates have
announced their intentions to
run for her seat. They are
having fundraisers all over the
district.
But, Dukes has indicated
that she will be running for
reelection. She is the senior
representative from the
county at the capitol. In the
coming days, we will be
hearing a lot about this race.
But, in the meantime, we
should congratulate Rep.
Dukes for her courageous
fight that she put on to protect
her health and reputation. It is
clear that there are still a lot
of questions.
There is a decision that the
voters will have to make,
“Should Dukes be judged on
the last two sessions or should
she be judged on how she has
represented District 46 for the
last 22 years?”

Hill, Sandberg and
Davis headline
women’s conference.

Bledsoe
Gary L. Bledsoe,
former Texas Southern
University regent and renowned Austin trial lawyer has been named acting dean of Texas Southern University Thurgood
Marshall School of Law,
effective November 1. In
his role, Bledsoe will serve
as the chief academic, fiscal, and administrative officer of the law school,
until further notice. His
responsibilities will include academic and administrative leadership;
leading and managing law
school operations; advancing a vision for the
school’s
future;
fundraising; and building
and sustaining partnerships and strong relationships with alumni of the
law school and university.
Bledsoe’s appointment
follows the recent resignation of Interim Dean Dr.
James M. Douglas, who
will continue his service to
the law school as distinguished professor of law.
Bledsoe is no
stranger to Texas Southern University (TSU), having served on the TSU
Board of Regents from
May 2007 through October 31, 2017. A trial lawyer, specializing in public
interest, employment and
civil rights law, including
having handled voting
rights and desegregation
and employment discrimination litigation,
Bledsoe has been lauded
by an array of professional
associations for his legal
acumen and civil rights
efforts.
Additionally, Bledsoe
has a longstanding relationship with the NAACP,
having served as the
president of the Texas
NAACP since 1991, on the
NAACP National Board of
Directors since 2003 and
more recently, beginning
his tenure of service as
housing chair and legal
committee vice-chair of
the National NAACP.

See TEXAS
Page 3

Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) drives to the basket against
the San Antonio Spurs during the first half of an NBA basketball game,
Thursday, Nov. 2, 2017, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
SAN ANTONIO (AP)
— Golden State Warriors
superstar Stephen Curry
doesn’t know how he became the only person
named in the House Republicans’ tax plan.
“It was weird, that’s
about it,” Curry said following Golden State’s 11292 win over San Antonio
Thursday night. “There’s a
lot of people wondering
why I was called out, whatever the case may be, but
mama, I made it.”
Accompanying the
429-page bill unveiled
Thursday were talking
points for Republicans that
included the following
paragraph:
“ The Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act includes specific
safeguards to prevent tax
avoidance and help ensure taxpayers of all income levels play by the
rules under this new fairer,

simpler tax system,” the
tax proposal stated. “Our
legislation will ensure this
much-needed tax relief
goes to the local job creators it’s designed to help
by distinguishing between
the individual wage income of NBA All-Star
Stephen Curry and the
pass-through business income of Steve’s Bike
Shop.”
Curry learned about
his place in the plan Thursday and had a question. “I
wonder if Steve’s Bike
Shop is hiring,” Curry
tweeted.
Curry was the first
NBA player to sign a supermax contract in July following a restructuring of
the league’s collective bargaining agreement. Perhaps that’s why he was
named an example for individual wage income.
In fact, the tax-writ-

ing Ways and Means Committee and its chairman,
Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas,
have mentioned famous
people to explain the impact of tax policy on real
people on several occasions.
A committee blog
post in August referenced
Microsoft co-founder Bill
Gates, and in a speech in
February, the chairman
mentioned a football superstar, saying, “We decided that it was finally
time to stop taxing Tom’s
Bike Shop and Tom Brady
at the same rate.”
A committee spokesman said Friday it uses
well-known people to help
explain wage income from
small business income.
Curry has been
singled out by Washington
Republicans before — the
top one, in fact. In September, President Donald

South East Austin
seeks to increase
healthcare facilities.
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Trump criticized the Warriors for saying they may
not visit the White House.
Championship teams have
traditionally visited the
president, but the Warriors were wavering because of their disapproval
of Trump.
Warriors coach Steve
Kerr has roundly criticized
Trump, as has Curry. But it
was the two-time NBA
MVP that drew Trump’s
ire.
“Going to the White
House is considered a
great honor for a championship team,” Trump
tweeted. “Stephen Curry
is hesitating, therefore invitation is withdrawn!”
Associated Press writer
Donna Cassata in Washington contributed to this
report.

Trejo Receives Willie Wells Scholarship

Pictured are Estella Wells family and friends, as well as Huston-Tillotson University baseball coaches
Alvin Moore, along with student, HT baseball player and scholarship recipient Alejandro Trejo
(center). Estella Wells created the scholarship that is awarded annually in honor of her father Willie
Wells who was known as one of the greatest baseball shortstops. Photo by Linda Y. Jackson.
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COUNTRY MUSIC STAR JAKE
OWEN HEADLINES THE 12TH
ANNUAL ANDY RODDICK
FOUNDATION GALA
By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Contributor
AUSTIN, TX - The
12th Annual Andy
Roddick Foundation Gala
brought together approximately 1,500 supporters,
friends, partners and concert-goers for an evening
of celebration and music.
The evening featured a
cocktail reception, a lively
auction, an elegant dinner
and an exciting live concert by Jake Owen at the
world-famous Austin City
Limits Live at The Moody
Theater.
The Austin Villager
Newspaper enjoyed the
evening of elegance benefiting our students like
Ms. Tariah as an invited
media outlet.
The gala annually attracts the biggest names
in music and entertainment. Past artists include
Elton John, John Legend
and Lionel Richie, raising
over $7 million to improve
the lives of Central Texas
children since 2012.
Andy Roddick was
nine years old when he
realized what he was born
to do. These days, he devotes his life to recreating
that moment, over and
over again – but not for
himself. It turns out that
one of the greatest tennis
players of all time was
born not just to pursue his
own passion, but to help
others discover theirs.
“Let’s expose kids to
everything, and let’s hope
something sticks with
them,” Roddick says.
“That moment I had at
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Six Square Earns Preservation
Award for Stewardship of
Down’s Field
Courtesy of Nefertitti Jackmon | Executive Director/Six Square

Country singer Jake Owen.
Photo courtesy of the Andy Roddick Foundation.

Kimberly McKnight , Rev. Freddie Dixon, and Nefertitti Jackmon

Andy Roddick Foundation student Tariah
and her mom. Photo by Naomi Richard.
nine, when I picked up a
tennis racket and it clicked
with me – it built my selfesteem and gave me a
sense of self-worth at a
young age because I could
do something well. That’s
the moment we’re trying to
hit with kids. And we’re
going to give them every

chance to find it.”
Through high-quality
afterschool activities developed in cooperation
with the Austin Independent School District, as
well as an acclaimed sixweek summer program,
investing in innovative
summer activities, and
other joint initiatives with
key groups throughout the
city, the Foundation creates new chances for all
kids to grow in literacy,
STEM, art, and sports — all
during months and times
of day when statistics
show they’re typically
most at risk and falling
behind.
Whether by heart or
by hand, the Foundation’s
founder, board of directors, staff and supporters
are dedicated to treating
everyone fairly, and to promoting education and creating positive experiences
for children.

AUSTIN, Texas - Six Square, Austin’s Black Cultural District, is proud to accept
the Preservation Award for Stewardship of Down’s Field. This work was accomplished through the collaborative efforts of many partners including The Friends of
Downs Field, Rosewood Neighborhood Contact Team, City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department, City of Austin Public Works Department, and Huston-Tillotson
University. We are especially honored to join past recipients and the 2017 awardees.
Our work preserving and celebrating the legacy of Austin’s first black baseball
field continues with more than a half a million dollars of improvements. Downs
Field is a tribute to the perseverance of the African American spirit, a cultural asset
for Austin and the entire nation as we honor America’s great pastime and the legacy
of the Negro Baseball League.

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS!
Country Boyz Fixinz

Country Boyz Fixinz has been at this location for four years
(4140 East 12th Street). We would like to take this opportunity to
Thank Our Loyal Customers, who have and continue to support us.
We strive to create and cook the best Home Cooked food, food that feeds
the soul as well as the body. We are family owned and operated. Owned by
Thera Williams, who grew up on the Eastside. Williams enjoys
making quality home cooked Daily Lunch Specials that usually last until 2:00
pm most days. We, the Country Boyz Family would like to thank the Austin
and Manor communities for their loyal support. Yes, we have two locations
to serve you. We welcome catering jobs. Call us now about our
Thanksgiving Catering options: Smoked Turkey, Fried Turkey, Dressing
with Gravy, Greens, Yams and Greens.
Country Boyz (12th Street)
4140 East 12th Street
Austin, Texas 78721
(512) 928-5555
Managed by Thera D. Williams
Country Boyz (Manor)
302 West Murray Avenue
Manor, Texas 78653
(512) 792-6920
Managed by Fred Nunn

Get Country!

www.theaustinvillager.com

THE BULLETIN

The 18th Annual
“Texas Conference
for Women”

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Country Boyz Fixin’s

By Melissa Fontenette-Mitchell
VILLAGER Contributor

AUSTIN, TX - The
18th Annual “Texas Conference for Women” was
held on Thursday, November 2nd at the Austin Convention Center. The conference provides networking, team building, coaching, inspiration and skill
building for thousands of
Texas women each year.
This year’s remarkable
speakers have committed
their lives in lifting their
voices on behalf of women
in every industry. Over
7500 women attended
this year’s conference.
Headlined luncheon
Keynote speakers Anita
Hill, Sheryl Sandberg and
Viola Davis.
Anita Hill, is a Professor of Social Policy, law

and women’s studies at
Brandeis University in
Waltham, MA. She’s a
leader in both civil rights
and women’s rights and
movements.
Sheryl
Sandberg, is the COO at
Facebook. Sandberg responsibilities is to oversee
the firm’s business operations. Prior to joining
Facebook, she was VP of
Global online sales and
operations at Google. Author of “Lean In”. Viola
Davis, award-winning
stage, television and film
actor. Davis is the first
black actress to win a Tony,
Oscar and Emmy Award in
addition to being the most
Academy Award nominated black actress in History.
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4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DOUBLE
“R”
PHOTOS: In the upper left photo is Anita Hill.
In the upper right is a photo of Viola Davis.
Pictured bottom is Adam Grant and Sheryl
Sandberg. Photo credits/Melissa FontenetteMitchell.

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875 Fax 512-478-1892

Survey: White Christians are Now by: Rachel Zoll
a Minority of US Population AP Religion Writer
NEW YORK (AP) —
The share of Americans
who identify as White and
Christian has dropped below 50 percent, a transformation fueled by immigration and by growing numbers of people who reject
organized religion altogether, according to a new
survey released Wednesday.
Christians overall remain a large majority in
the U.S., at nearly 70 percent of Americans. However, White Christians,
once predominant in the
country’s religious life,
now comprise only 43 percent of the population,
according to the Public
Religion Research Insti-

tute, or PRRI, a polling organization based in Washington. Four decades ago,
about eight in 10 Americans were White Christians.
The change has occurred across the spectrum of Christian traditions in the U.S., including
sharp drops in membership in predominantly
White mainline Protestant denominations such
as Presbyterians and
Lutherans; an increasing
Latino presence in the
Roman Catholic Church
as some non-Hispanic
White Catholics leave;
and shrinking ranks of
White evangelicals, who
until recently had been

viewed as immune to decline.
The trends identified
in the survey are fueling
anxiety about the place of
Christians in society, especially among evangelicals,
alarmed by support for gay
marriage and by the increasing share of Americans — about one-quarter
— who don’t identify with
a faith group. President
Donald Trump, who repeatedly promised to protect the religious liberty of
Christians, drew 80 percent of votes by White
evangelicals, a constituency that remains among
his strongest supporters.
About 17 percent of
Americans now identify as
White evangelical, compared to 23 percent a decade ago, according to the
survey. Membership in the
conservative Southern
Baptist Convention, the
largest U.S. Protestant
group, dropped to 15.2
million last year, its lowest
number since 1990, according to an analysis by
Chuck Kelley, president of
the New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary.
Previous surveys had
found that the Protestant

majority that shaped the
nation’s history had
dropped below 50 percent
sometime around 2008.
The PRRI poll released
Wednesday included a
more in-depth focus on
race and religion. Jones
said growth among Latino
Christians, and stability in
the numbers of AfricanAmerican Christians, had
partly obscured the decline among White Christians.
The survey also
found that more than a
third of all Republicans say
they
are
White
evangelicals, and nearly
three-quarter identify as
White Christians.
Among American
Catholics, 55 percent now
identify as White, compared to 87 percent 25
years ago, amid the growing presence of Latino
Catholics, according to the
report. Over the last decade, the share of White
Catholics in the U.S. population dropped from 16
percent to 11 percent.
Over the same period,
White mainline Protestants declined from 18
percent to 13 percent of all
Americans.

Bus Ministry

Call 512-478-1875

Sunday Services
Worship Service
Sunday School
Discipleship Training
Worship Service

8:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service
7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years
(Daily) 512-478-6709

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
5900 Cameron Road
Austin, Texas 78723-1843
(512) 451-0808 (512) 302-4575 Fax
Web Site - www.themount.net

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed., 12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m .

“Ministries For Mankind” Luke 4:18

A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In“TheCentre”Bldg.F-157801N.LamarBlvd.(SECornerofNLamarand183)
AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.
For there is no greater love!

Church Services
SundaySchool
SundayWorship

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation
Websitewww.agapebcaustintx.com

Rev. H. Ed Calahan
Pastor

AMinistryThatMinisters

GlobalizingtheGospel
Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor
OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023
Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

We Want YOU!
Advertise With The
VILLAGER

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

Rev. Darron E. Patterson
Pastor

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714
Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:
newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751
This life, therefore, is not righteousSunday Morning
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
Worship @ 11: am
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.
--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
4509 Springdale Road Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686 Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Sitestpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758
(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
“A Church with a Heart for The Community”
Senior Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

Experience Grace For Life
Rev. Jack C. Gause
Pastor

Sunday School
8:45 a.m.
Praise and Worship 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School
Worship Service
•Power Hour Bible Life Group

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval
Austin, Texas 78727

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email:gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit: www.gracewaycca.org

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

Pastor J.R.Roberson &
First lady Lillian Robertson
(979)542-2784 Church
& (979) 540-6352 Hlme

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.
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YOUTH BRIGADE

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc

Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Church Shooting
I wonder why do we
need so many guns. Over
the years I have heard
countless reasons but
none seem to make sense.
Just because I don't like
you or what you believe
doesn't give you the right
to just kill innocent
people. You would think a
church would be a safe
place. One thing I have
been told is that we live in
"Critical times hard to deal
with". Plus men would not
Tyler Allen
be open to compromise.
Gus Garcia YMLA
I heard them say on
Everyone is talking the news that after each
about the church shooting shootings that the sell of
in Sutherland,Texas. I re- gun rise even higher. The
member the first time NRA (National Rifle Assosomeone talked to me ciation) is a business. Just
about a mas shooting. I like the selling of illegal
must have been around drugs. The bottom line is
five years old. The first profit. Cash flow to their
thing I could said. It was investor is the most impor"Why". I ask did they do tant thing not really savsomething bad. I was told ing lives.
no. from then on I have
This is mid semesheard about more and ter testing week. It is time
more shootings.
to get serious.

Flexibility

not come naturally. If you
want to be flexible, then you
have to stretch every single
day. I taught myself to do the
splits, and then I worked my
way up to the advanced
tricks and flips. It can be
very easy to hurt yourself,
so make sure you have a
parent to spot you.
Whenever you see the
girls on tv pulling their leg
up to their ear, or some girl
Joshua Moore
Ruby George
doing
a
flip
in
the
air,
you
Manor
New Tech M.S.
Riojas Elementary
have to remember that the
When you watch have had years of practice.
For the past few
someone on youtube do a Don’t just go off doing weeks we have been learncrazy acro trick, or the splits, some hard trick that you ing about wind turbines.
it looks so easy right? Well… don’t know how to do. If We are also learning
you're wrong. For some you push yourself, the you
girls, it might come natu- can be as flexible as you
rally. Trust me, for most want! Just remember, hard
people, it definitely does work pays off!

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville M. S.
On Sunday, November 5, the Knights of Peter
Claver Ladies Auxiliary &
Junior Daughters Holy
Cross Court #284 hosted
from their annual MotherDaughter Tea. This year’s
theme was “We are God’s
Masterpiece.” The event
was from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

My First College Application

Jalen Moore
KIPP Austin Collegiate
Last week on November 1st, I submitted my first
college applications to
Yale University and The
University of Texas, and I
am relieved to have that

Erika Lipscomb
Manor Middle School
I was so exicited coming from school because I
was about to go to the
movies with my friend for
Halloween. I arrived at her
house to hang out a little
before we was to go. I go
to meet her cute little dog
named Yayo. Then we
headed to the movie theater. It was cold outside
so that made it even more
fun. The movie we were
going to see was Boo 2!

burden lifted of my shoulders. Now my focus is
shifting to my regular decision applications which
is about 7 more schools
(including my top two:
Pomona College and
Stanford University). These
are the applications I'm
more excited to complete
because I'm genuinely
passionate about these
institutions. I think that
these schools are a good
fit for me and are the
nation's best cultivators of
intellectual vitality. Ultimately, while I am about
these applications I'm
moreso excited about my
possibility of attending my
dream colleges.

Basketball

My Halloween
Madea's Halloween. The
movie was hilarius! My
friend and I got all kinds
of snacks to relax in these
reclining chairs as seats
that I've never seen inside
a movie theater. That was
really cool. After the
movie, we still had a little
bit of time to trick-or-treat.
We hurried to her house to
put on our costumes and
out to the neighborhood
we went. It was cold, but
we didn't care. We were
running to each house
which was fun up until it
started to rain. We went
back to her house and
went through our candy.
We had a lot which was
pretty good for 15 minutes
of running to basically
empty houses. She gave
me a ride home and in the
car we went over the fun
things we did.

about potential and kinetic
energy. Last week, we had
to present a project where
we had to build something
using wind energy or solar energy. A lot of people
built a wind turbine that
powered a light to come
on.
I built a solar powered jar for my project. I
used a solar powered garden light, cardboard, and
a mason jar. I use the cardboard to make the garden
light fit into the top of the
jar. The one project that I
liked was the kid who built
a solar powered car.

Girls Basketball

Mother - Daughter Tea
The program opened with
a welcome followed by a
prayer. There was singing,
dancing, and a fashion
show. The guest speakers were Lina Wade, president of Sickle Cell Association of Texas, and
Frankie Fowler from SAFE.
There are vendors selling
a variety of items like
clothing, crafts, jewelry,
hair products, and photography.
I attend every year
with my mom. I enjoy the
whole program but my favorite things are “Tea
Time” and shopping at the
vendors. If you have never
attended, you should treat
yourself to next year’s
event. You will like the experience!

Technology Class

Jaelyn Stone
Kealing M. S.
Basketball was created In early December
1891, by Canadian Dr.
James Naismith, a physical education professor
and instructor at the International Young Men’s
Christian Association
Training School (YMCA)
(today, Springfield College) in Springfield, Massachusetts. He was trying
to keep his gym class active on a rainy day. He
sought a vigorous indoor
game to keep his students
occupied and at proper
levels of fitness during the
long New England winters.
After rejecting other
ideas as either too rough

or poorly suited to walledin gymnasiums, he wrote
the basic rules and nailed
a peach basket onto a 10foot (3.0 m) elevated
track. In contrast with modern basketball nets, this
peach basket retained its
bottom, and balls had to
be retrieved manually after each “basket” or point
scored. This proved inefficient, however, so the bottom of the basket was removed, allowing the balls
to be poked out with a
long tool each time. In
today’s time basketball is
played with 5 players on
each team with a back
bored and a laced net and
a metal rim. Currently
there are 30 teams in the
NBA (National Basketball
Association) people say
they like teams but i like
players because you don’t
seem like a bandwagon if
you like players .
My two favorite players are Stephen Curry and
the legend Michael Jordan.
These two basketball players are my idols because
they’re considered the
(G.O.A.T.) greatest of all
time.

Jada Stone
Kealing M. S.
Girls basketball is really fun so far. There is
about 11 girls on the A
team and about 11 girls on
the B team. In my opinion
I think the B team is better because the coach
from the B team does not
set his expectations as

high as the coach from the
A team. I like all of the
players. We remember our
plays and work really good
together. The coach does
not really yell at us. I think
he is really nice. There is
a lot of good stuff about
basketball, but there is bad
stuff about about basketball also. I usually have
nothing to but now I have
been really busy lately. I
have to practice everyday
after school. Sometimes on
fridays depending on if
coach thinks we need
more practice. Also depending on how good we
do. After games I am really tired and sore. Overall, it is about having fun,
being a good sport, and
playing with your team
because there is no I in
team.

Halloween Experience at Kipp

Kamryn Mack
Kipp Leadership Elem.
At Kipp Austin Leadership they celebrate Halloween a little or let’s face
it a lot differently from
other schools. One person
may say that Kipp Austin
Leadership hardly even
celebrates Halloween. I
might be one of those
people, honestly. I mean
Halloween at Kipp Austin
Leadership is like going to
Six Flags without any
games, rides, and occasional fair food or going to
the beach without any
sand and water. Now I’m
guessing you can imagine
what my Halloween was
like at Kipp Austin Leadership. If you want to know
more about why my Halloween very different then
read on to get the inside

view on Kipp Austin Leadership. I hope you enjoy
my article.
First let’s start with
the costumes. We at least
got the opportunity to to
dress up but the costume
we wore had to be a book
character! I mean, I love
reading and writing but
that’s a little too much love
for literacy! Even for me.
For example, one kid
dressed up as Pokemon!
But there were also some
cool costumes like, a
ghoul! Another thing I did
was parading around the
middle school kids/teens.
I mean, they were just giggling and pointing at our
silly and hilarious costumes. I can’t blame them
though considering our
costumes, as a whole.
Now, get ready for the
biggest con probably in
the history of Halloween.
No candy! They didn’t give
us those sugary treats that
will probably cause rotten
teeth and stomachaches.
Anyway, I hope I scared
you with the horrors I had
to face on Halloween.
Hope you enjoyed my article.
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Single Gendered Schools

Kennedy George
Weiss High School
Single gendered
schools don't have any evidence that they improve
learning skills. So why do
schools want them anyway? Single gendered
schools are also illegal and
discriminatory says the
American Civil Liberties
Union.Schools should not
have same sex classes because it limits opportunity,
prevents social growth
and doesn’t prepare students for the real world.
First off, I’d like to

state how single gendered
schools might seem exciting to some parents at
first.Same sex classes can
also seem good because of
the connection of all the
students and the teacher.
But single gendered
schools actually have a
major disadvantage on
students and their lives.
One way is is that it causes
disappointing test scores
in those classes.
Third, 14% of parents want to send their
kid to a single gendered
school but just a little bit
more than one third of
americans feel parents
should have the option of
sending their child to a
single gendered school.
Even though parent
choice is very important
some people just don’t
care about parent choice.
If school boards don’t
give parents the choice
that may result in the
parents homeschooling
their child.

Ex-Prosecutor: Cosby Paid
Accuser Millions of Dollars
by: Michael R. Sisak Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA (AP)
— A former prosecutor
claims his decision in
2005 not to charge Bill
Cosby with drugging and
molesting a woman led to
the comedian paying his
accuser a settlement
“well into the millions of
dollars.”
Bruce Castor’s assertion in a lawsuit Thursday
against the accuser, Andrea Constand, and her
lawyers is the first time
anyone has put a value on
the confidential settlement.
Castor alleges the
women harmed his reputation and cost him a
chance to return as district attorney in suburban
Philadelphia by publicly
criticizing him and suing
him for defamation days
before the 2015 election.
Castor’s lawsuit

doesn’t explain how he
would know how much
Cosby paid Constand.
Castor’s lawyers and
Constand’s
lawyers,
Dolores Troiani and Bebe
Kivitz, didn’t immediately
return messages.
Castor ended the investigation after four
weeks, announcing Cosby
would not be charged because the evidence had
shown both parties
“could be held in less than
a flattering light.”
He said he was concerned that Constand had
stayed in touch with
Cosby and waited a year
to call police. He said last
year that the decision was
intended to let Cosby
speak freely at a civil
deposition.
Cosby testified in
2005 and 2006 as part of
Constand’s
lawsuit

FILE – In this Aug. 16, 2016, file photo, Bruce
L. Castor Jr. speaks a day before taking the oath to
become acting attorney general during a news conference in the agency’s headquarters in Harrisburg,
Pa. Castor, a former district attorney who declined
to press sexual-assault charges against Bill Cosby in
2005 has filed the beginnings of a lawsuit against
Cosby’s accuser in Philadelphia. An attorney for
Castor said the personal-injury complaint will claim
Andrea Constand sued Castor for defamation in 2015
so he would lose the prosecutor’s race. The winner,
Kevin Steele, had criticized Castor’s handling of the
Cosby case. (AP Photo/Marc Levy, File)

THE COURIER

Día de los Muertos
time. When Catholic Spaniards conquered the area,
their Catholic traditions of
All Saints’ Day on November first and All Souls’ Day
on November second
merged with the indigenous
people’s tradition of honoring the dead, and Día de los
Muertos was born.
In present day, those
who celebrate Día de los
Muertos do so with extravagant parades and festivals. Unique sweets such
as pan de muerto (bread
of the dead) and calaveras
de azúcar (sugar skulls) are
consumed to combat the
bitterness of death.
People clean their dead
loved ones’ graves and
leave marigolds on adult
graves and white orchids
on children’s graves. They
also set up ofrendas (altars) for diseased individuals, complete with all of
their favorite foods, flowers, and decorative tissue
paper. November first is
the day when all of the
dead children return to be
with their families, and
November second marks
the return of the adults.
When these spirits return,
the altars make them feel
welcomed and as if they
have not been forgotten.
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November is
National Adoption
Awareness Month
Thousands of Texas Children Wait for Families
to Call Their Own

More than 5,000 abused or neglected Texas children were adopted from state care last year, but the
need is as great as ever for families willing to provide
safe, loving homes. Every day, more children enter foster care in Texas. Some won’t be able to go home again
and will need adoptive families to start new lives that
Quinn Langford
are free from abuse or neglect.
Cedar Ridge H. S.
As of September, more than 3,900 children and
Día de los Muertos is
teens in state care were legally free for adoption, but
a two day holiday celwithout the promise of a new family to call their own.
ebrated every November
Many of these children ask themselves, “Why not me?
first and second. This year
Why can’t I have a family?”
those dates fell on a
This November, which is National Adoption
Wednesday and a ThursAwareness Month, there are adoption events across
day. “Día de los Muertos”
the state that spotlight the need for adoption and the
is a Spanish phrase that
many children waiting for a permanent family. The
translates to “Day of the
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services
Dead.” Día de los Muertos
(DFPS) is asking caring adults, “Why not you? Why not
is celebrated by various
adopt?”
Latin American communi“No child should grow up in foster care or feeling
ties, especially Mexico.
unwanted,” said DFPS Commissioner Hank Whitman.
The tradition started hun“If you are considering adoption, you can learn more
dreds of years ago with the
about it at AdoptChildren.org.”
Aztecs, a Mesoamerican
While the number of children adopted from state
people. They had a monthcare in Texas grew by 34 percent over the last decade,
long celebration each year
there is a critical need for adoptive parents for chilin which they honored
dren of all ages. There is even a greater need for famitheir dead ancestors and
lies willing to adopt children withspecial needs and
left offerings for them.
older children and teens who tend to linger in foster
They also celebrated the
care longer than other children.
god and goddess of the
All children need a safe and loving family of their
underworld during this
own. Children are waiting atAdoptChildren.org. Find
out more about becoming an adoptive parent, because
no child should ask, “Why not me? Why can’t I have a
family?”
Adoption By the Numbers
• 5,395 - The number of children adopted from
DFPS in fiscal year 2017.
• 6,685 - The number of children in DFPS care
who were awaiting adoption as of September 2017 (latest data). Some of these children are already matched
with an adoptive family and some are not.
• 3,939 - The number of children awaiting adoption who were not living with a family or adult who
intends to adopt them as of September 2017.
FILE – This photo combination shows Andrea
• 21 - The minimum age you must be to adopt a
Constand, left, walking to the courtroom during Bill child in Texas.
Cosby’s sexual assault trial on June 6, 2017, at the
Montgomery County Courthouse in Norristown, Pa.;
and Bill Cosby, right, arriving for his sexual assault
trial on June 16, 2017, at the Montgomery County
Courthouse in Norristown, Pa. Former acting Pennsylvania Attorney General Bruce L. Castor, who declined to press sexual-assault charges against Cosby
in 2005, has filed the beginnings of a lawsuit against
Cosby’s accuser in Philadelphia.An attorney for
Castor says the personal-injury complaint will claim
Constand sued Castor for defamation in 2015 so he
would lose the prosecutor’s race. The winner, Kevin
Steele, had criticized Castor’s handling of the Cosby
case. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)

against him.
A new prosecutor reopened the case and
charged Cosby after excerpts from that deposition about giving drugs to
women he wanted to
have sex with were made
public.
After Cosby’s June
trial ended in a mistrial,
Castor said he was disappointed but not surprised. “My opinion continues to be that Ms.
Constand was probably
the victim of a sexual assault,” Castor said. “‘Probably’ does not win criminal trials.”
A retrial is scheduled
for April.
Another woman
who says Cosby sexually
assaulted her, Kathrine
McKee, has asked a federal appeals court to reconsider her defamation
case against him. A threejudge panel of the 1st U.S.

Circuit Court of Appeals
last month refused to revive her lawsuit against
Cosby.
The former actress
said Cosby defamed her in
a letter his lawyer sent to
the New York Daily News
demanding a retraction of
a 2014 story about
McKee’s allegations he
raped her decades ago.
A lower court judge
who dismissed her lawsuit said the letter was
protected by the First
Amendment. McKee is
challenging the threejudge panel’s conclusion
that she was a public figure, which makes it
harder to win a defamation claim.
The Associated Press
does not typically identify
people who say they are
victims of sexual assault
unless they grant permission, which Constand has
done.

Washington, DC, Oct. 25, 2017—
The U.S. Senate passed a resolution (S.J. Res.
47) to repeal the new Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) rule to restore consumers’ rights to band together to hold banks and
lenders accountable in class action lawsuits
when the companies break the law.
The CFPB conducted a five-year study that
revealed the negative impact of forced arbitration on consumers before spending two years
crafting a rule to prevent companies from keeping wronged customers from joining class actions. Despite the care taken by CFPB, Republicans in Congress have voted to throw out the
Bureau’s efforts before the ink is even dry on
the rule announced just this summer.
In our view, the Senate has declared war
on consumers and given a big fat gift to companies like Equifax and Wells Fargo, who now can
continue to abuse and defraud customers without fear of liability. Because of the shortsightedness of many in Congress, giant banks
and other corporations regulated by the CFPB
can rest assured that no matter how they treat
their customers, those customers will be prevented from collective redress.
Republicans in Congress have decided:
There will be NO meaningful justice for consumers wronged by the wealthy and powerful.
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Texan Residents
Celebrate Annual
Fall Festival
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

Shametra Renee

Saturday, November 4, 2017, the East Austin
Neighborhood Association of McKinley Heights,
Clifford Sanchez and Homewood Heights held their
Third Annual Fall Festival. Moreover, the Fall Fest is
an opportunity for the three Neighborhood Associations to promote unity in the community. According
to the organizers, “As a community we are supporting the Capital Area Food Bank, and making an effort
to stop hunger. We can share the history of our neighborhood, enjoy good food and listen to some music
in addition to supporting a great cause.”
Moreover, this event was very family friendly and
community oriented. Not only did it serve as a
method of giving back to the community but, also as
an aspect of unity among neighbors and the rest of
the Central Texas community. According to the organizers, “It’s a fact that East Austin is rapidly growing
and changing. Get a chance to meet your neighbors
at The East Austin Community Festival.”
At this event, the attendees were from the neighborhood but, some came from other parts of the city.
There were numerous vendors at this event that
showcased various types of services and products. In
addition, there were numerous performers at this
event. Some of the performers included the following: Dani; South Austin Church Worship & Arts Ministry; The Wooly Vicars; Savannah Red; Ccycsta and
Morgan Nicole.

First Female African
American CWO-5 in the
Information Warfare
Community

DIASPORA

Mike G. Lewis For Travis County
Democratic Party Chair
by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist
Now that the
present Travis County
Democratic Party Chairman has announced
plans to step down,
many have expressed
their desire to run for the
open seat. In the past
month, a potential front
runner of the job decided
to withdraw his candidacy. Consequently,
Michael Gregory Lewis
has announced his decision to run for the TCDP
Chair.
Mr. Lewis is also
running on various issues
and beliefs. Mr. Lewis, he
plans to maximize various fundraising activities
for the party. According
to Mr. Lewis, “I will use
the 24 month term to
maximize small dollar
fundraising events in
each of the twenty plus
cities and municipalities
of Travis County. Working class people must be
brought into their party.

Pictured left to right: Ntumngia, Osas and Travis County Democrat Party
Chair Candidate Michael Gregory Lewis. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
These BBQs and picnics
will be $15/plate, open
to the community in
public parks, and will
have speakers on important issues. Meanwhile, we will heavily
promote sustaining donors to the County at
$10/month+ to help stabilize the budget.”

ing her tour at Naval Security Group Activity in Norfolk, Virginia she was selected for the CWO program in 2003, beginning
her life as a chief warrant
officer.
”This was my goal
since the beginning of my
career,” said SimmonsFowler. “I have always
strived for the next level,
the pinnacle profession,
and I earned it.”
The historic promotion is
the result of hard work and
dedication that isn’t
achieved alone, but with
the help of mentors and
shipmates along the way.
”None of us ever gets here
alone,” said Capt. Alonza
Ross, the director of enlisted distribution at Navy
Personal Command and
mentor to Simmons-

Mr. Lewis who is
currently a precinct chair
in South Travis County
just recently decided to
run for the TCDP chair.
Mr. Lewis decided to run
because he wants to bring
an “activism” aspect to
the TCDP. According to
Mr. Lewis “I would be
highly engaged with

these committees, facilitating democracy, and
ensuring the CEC has a
clear understanding of
the rules and processes of
meetings adhering to
Robert’s Rules of Order,
Travis County Democratic Party Bylaws, and
the rules of the Texas
Democratic Party.”

Susanna Woody Runs for Travis County
Commissioner Court Precinct II

and beliefs. For instance,
one of her issues is to increase of hospital and
clinics in South East Austin. According to Mrs.
Woody, “South East Austin need the same access
to county services as our
neighbors out west enjoy. We pay our Central
Health taxes just like everyone else, yet we have
no services or clinics to
show for it.
In addition, it is not
Mrs. Woody first run in
Travis County. She has
served was elected in 2011
to the Del Valle School
Board. As a school board
Susanna Woody and Châu Lan Ngô
member, she helped pass
a school budget; establish
terest
in
the
Travis
County
rumors
in
which
Ms.
by Tsoke
Commissioner Court Pre- Gomez was not going to school guideline and advo(Chuch) Adjavon |
cinct 4 election. Mrs. seek re-election. However, cate for her community. In
Villager Columnist
Woody will be challenging it was not the case. More- addition, she has been enIt’s official! Susanna Margaret Gomez for this over, Mrs. Woody is run- dorsed by numerous leadWoody has expressed in- seat. At first there were ning on numerous issues ers in Central Texas.

by Petty Officer 3rd Class Kyle Hafer,
Navy Recruiting Command

MILLINGTON, Tenn —
Chief Warrant Officer
(CWO)
5
Valencia
Simmons-Fowler is the first
African America woman to
achieve the highest chief
warrant officer rank in the
information warfare community, November 3.
The Chicago, Illinois native
started her Navy career at
Recruit Training Command
Orlando, Florida in March
1988. From there she attended Cryptologic Technician Collection (CTR) “A”
School where she achieved
the notable accomplishment of honor graduate.
As her list of successes
continued,
Simmons-Fowler earned
the title of chief petty officer in September 2001
while serving aboard USS
Bataan (LHD 5). Later, dur-
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MILLINGTON, Tenn. (Nov. 3, 2017) Chief Warrant
Officer (CWO) 5 Valencia Simmons-Fowler was promoted
as the first African-American CWO 5 in the information
warfare community on November 3rd. The CWO rank is
a technical specialist who performs duties that directly
related to their previous rating. They are accessed from
the chief petty officer pay grades E-7 to E-9, and must
have a minimum of 14 yeas of service. (U.S. Navy photo
by Petty Officer 3rd Class Kyle Hafer/Released)

Fowler. “It takes a lot of
support from family,
friends and shipmates. I
certainly understand how
significant this achievement is, and I knew she was
capable of doing it.”
Inspiration follows this
woman who has achieved
so much. The protégés that
Simmons-Fowler mentors
see that they also have the
opportunity to achieve just
as much, if not more.
”I am extremely
proud of Chief Warrant Officer 5 Simmons-Fowler,”
said Yeoman 2nd Class
Olivia Likely, a protégé of
Simmons-Fowler. “Women
are pillars of strength and
support. To see Chief Warrant Officer 5 SimmonsFowler achieve this extraordinary goal, I know I
have confidence and a
voice, to know that not
only can I conquer my
goals, I can shoot far beyond
that.”

The newly appointed CWO
5 explains that being a chief
warrant officer in the U.S.
Navy requires a person to
be more than just skillful in
their
field.
In the U.S. Navy, the chief
warrant officer rank is a
technical specialist who
performs duties that are
directly related to their
previous enlisted rating.
They are accessed from the
chief petty officer pay
grades E-7 through E-9, and
must have a minimum of
14 years of service.
“With every successful leader there is always a
great team of Sailors that
are hard-working, hardcharging and dedicated to
completing the mission,”
said Simmons-Fowler.
“Those are the people doing the work to make sure
we succeed as a team. To
those people, I’d like (say)
thank you from the bottom
of my heart.”
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Barbara Williams
Book Review

Trump Approves Commission to
Honor Frederick Douglass
by: The Associated Press

The Misadventures
of Awkward Black Girl
by Issa Rae
I discovered the Author of this book via her Web
Series on Netflix. I thought she was witty and funny and
checked out her book immediately. The book didn’t disappoint so I’m sharing it with you.
Issa Rae writes her Memoir in a collection of Essays. She writes about her life from growing up to the
present, but not necessarily in chronological order. Her
main focus is about how people expect one to fit into
stereotypes about black people, especially black girls.
Being that one of her parens is an African medical
doctor and her mother, an African American.
Issa Rae finds that there are two different worlds she
has to contend with, She feels that she is awkward in
either category, as a stereo-typical African American in
the states or with her close Senegal relatives as a stereo-typical immigrant.
Issa Rae grew up in Potomac, Maryland, Los Angeles, California and Senegal, Africa. She admits that
she is an awkward person and has a hard time fitting
in. She has also found that there are thousands, if not
millions of awkward people, just like her all over the
world. The funny manner in which she writes makes
her relatable to a lot of people. Some is laugh out loud
funny stuff. She tells how she has been in personal situations feeling and acting awkward.
She writes that there are many ways to be a contemporary black person and not worry about fitting into
anyone else’s belief of what is appropriate for you. “Not
all black people are suave/cool, eat chicken, banana
pudding and mac and cheese. Not all black people can
dance..They don’t know all the latest hip-hop Artist and
Rap songs.” She put out her own experiences and flair
to use a different voice and it is refreshing.
I recommend this non-fiction book to everyone
whether awkward or cool. It is funny, without profanity or violence. It is very easy to read in a short amount
of time. Rating 4 out of 5 stars ****

DESPITE TRUMP,
ACA OPEN
ENROLLMENT HAS
BEGUN
By Cash Michaels | Special to the NNPA

Frederick Douglass
WASHINGTON
(AP) —
President
Donald Trump has
signed legislation to create a commission to plan
celebrations for the
200th anniversary of the
birth of Frederick
Douglass, the prominent Black abolitionist
he insinuated was still
alive earlier this year.
Celebrations are
planned next year for
the 200th Anniversary
of Frederick Douglass’
birthday.
The Republican announced on Thursday
that the commission will
develop and carry out
activities to honor
Douglass. He said
Americans have much
to learn from Douglass’

life and writings.
During the kickoff
for Black History Month
in February, the president said: “Frederick
Douglass is an example
of somebody who’s
done an amazing job
and is getting recognized more and more.”
Trump critics said the
comments came across
as indifferent toward
Black people.
Douglass died in
1895.
He was born in
Maryland, although
there’s debate whether
it was in 1817 or 1818.
The slave-turned-abolitionist lived for 25 years
in Rochester, New York,
where he’s buried.
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
COMPETITIVE SEALED PRO
POSALS FOR WASTEWATERSERVICE FOR DISTRICT BUS
BARN AND SUPPORT SERVICES PROJECT
Pflugerville ISD will accept
proposals from qualified construction firms until 2:00 p.m.,
November 13, 2017, in the lobby
of the PISD Administration
Building. Address all submittals to:
Craig Pruett
Pflugerville Independent School
District
1401 West Pecan
Pflugerville, Texas 78660
The anticipated budget for this
project is approximately $100,000.
The scope and schedule for the
project as currently defined are
described in the Proposal
Documents.
Proposal documents may be obtained
by contacting the Pflugerville ISD
Purchasing Department by email at
craig.pruett@pfisd.net. Pflugerville
I.S.D. reserves the right to waive any
formalities and to reject any or all
Proposals.
Project Schedule of Events
·
Request for Proposals
Released
10-27-2016
Due Date for Proposals
11-13-2017, 2:00 p.m.
·Board Approval Expected
12-21-2017
·Notify Firm12-22-2017
·Begin Construction
January 2018
·Expected Completion Date
March 2018

New Jobs for the
Week of 11/05/2017
Faculty, Automotive Technology
& Outdoor Powered Equipment
Riverside Campus
Job# 1710049
Supervisor, Student Services
Information Center
Highland Business Center
Job# 1710067
Faculty, Human Services
Rio Grande Campus
Job# 1710057
Manager, Learning Lab
Riverside Campus
Job# 1710065
Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752
Job Line (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed
EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

NATIONAL NEWS - No, President Trump and the Republican Congress haven‘t “repealed and replaced” President
Obama’s Affordable Care Act (ACA), the federal health care law,
yet. But yes, as Open Enrollment began on Nov. 1st, there are
significant changes than in previous years.
The enrollment period ends on Dec. 15th for coverage
through the 2018 Federal Health Insurance Exchange to begin
January 1, 2018. This is the shortest enrollment period (45 days)
in recent years, so those without health care coverage should
act immediately.
To qualify for federal tax subsidies to offset the rising
cost of health insurance premiums, those seeking to apply
should go online to www.healthcare.gov. Most of those who
get their health insurance coverage through the ACA are eligible for what are known as Advanced Premium Tax Subsidies
(APT).
In some states, the average ACA health insurance premium is calculated at $662 per month, but after the APT subsidy tax credit kicks in, that comes down to just $129 per month,
and in some cases, as low as $87 a month.
In many states last year, enrollment was down. Observers say one of the reasons for the decrease was uncertainty
about the future of the ACA, especially after Donald Trump won
the 2016 presidential election, vowing to mothball the federal
law, which he and the Republican Congress have repeatedly
tried, but failed to do.
The Trump Administration has significantly cut the
advertising budget to make more Americans aware of the ACA
Open Enrollment period, in addition to shortening it to just 45
days, hoping to slowly phase it out in the future. It has also cut
federal funding to nonprofit groups that traditionally helped
low-income residents navigate the process of signing up and
qualifying.
The White House has also discontinued the cost sharing reimbursements to insurance companies to help offset rising premiums to consumers. As a result, premiums across the
nation have gone up anywhere from 15 to 21 percent, according to published reports.
Applicants are generally “…guaranteed to be insurable
and are encouraged to sign up for health insurance….” through
the ACA if they currently have ACA coverage, but want to change
their plan for 2018; they don’t have health insurance through
their employer or spouse’s employer; they don’t have government coverage (veterans, Medicaid or Medicare); or they’re
older than 26 and are no longer on their parents’ policy.
Failure in having health insurance in 2018 will result in
a sizable tax penalty, officials warn. For the past two years, that
fee has been $695.00 per uninsured adult, and $347.00 per
uninsured child, or 2.5 percent of household income, whichever is higher.
Also keep in mind, per new rules that are now in effect, insurance companies can now deny you coverage if you
owe them money on current coverage. You must settle any outstanding balances before you will be re-enrolled.
And you can also be denied the premium tax credit to
lower your bill in 2018 if you’re behind in your taxes. To correct
this, fill out the federal tax reconciliation IRS form 8962 to determine your 2016 taxable income.
For more information, call 1-800-318-2596, or go to
www.healthcare.gov.

Beautifully Updated 400sf Studio Units
Great North/Central Austin Location!!!
Leases Are Month To Month, With A 30 Day Notice.
$850.00 Monthly / $750.00 Deposit / $500 Pet Fee/
non-refundable
Laundry in building • Gas and water PAID •
Electric $50.00-$75.00/mo
Background Check Required • $75.00
Application Fee (Non-Refundable)
Serious and Qualified Inquiries Only Please!!!
View Pics At: Https://Austin.Craigslist.Org/Apa/6284854351.Html
HIGHLAND SQUARE PROPERTIES
Rental Office: 6906 Guadalupe Street #307 Austin, Texas 78752
Contact: Bruce Kuemmel, 512-517-5310

Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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ACL MUSIC FESTIVAL 2017 - A GRAND SUCCESS
By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Contributor

Benjamin Booker crowdsurfing. Photo/Greg Noir

AUSTIN, TX - The 2017 ACL Music Festival,
held annually in October at Austin’s Zilker Park,
took the star-studded event to a new level with
headliners Jay Z and the Red Hot Chili Peppers, a
wide selection of music genres, additional stage
platforms, more food options — and one of the best
sound systems in the festival’s history, according
to multiple long-time festival-goers. The three-day
Festival, occurring over two different weekends,
typically is action packed, filled with music, reunions of friends, top talent and rising stars performing. This year matched or exceeded the high
expectations.
Enjoy notable highlights of the standout experiences of the 2-weekend event.
Our recap begins with ACL’s tribute to the
recently deceased music legend, Tom Petty, a
Grammy® decorated singer, musician and song
writer with over 80 million records sold worldwide. The creative production team added a special touch with skydivers being released as Petty’s
renowned classic Free Falling was played! Doing
the most, ACL delivered a tribute to Petty, befitting the giant that he was. Rest in peace, Tom Petty,
from Austin City Limits Music Fest.
The festival’s Friday headliner, Jay Z, hit the
main stage in grand style, accompanied by a blowup animal backdrop, and many are still trying to
determine how the balloon creature appeared! We
met fans from New York, Los Angeles, Seattle,

Ice Cube with a shoutout to the Westside. Photo/Roger Ho

Cleveland, Minnesota, Louisiana, Alabama and
other places who journeyed to ACL to hear this
King of Contemporary Hip-Hop, surrounded by
A$AP Ferg, Chance the Rapper and Ice Cube. ACL
was heavy on the hip-hop side and to the crowd’s
delight.
Chance the Rapper, who recently donated $1
million to Chicago’s public school system to support the arts and after-school programming, made
his way back to Austin. What a soulful sound
blending Hip-Hop, R&B and Pop. His appeal
draws a crowd filled with diverse ethnicities, ages
and genders. In the hip-hop world, he owns a lane
of his own with loyal followers. He is a young man
of character, incredible talent, a heart for people
and handsome as can be. He’s a keeper!
The Red Hot Chili Peppers (RHCP) headlined
Saturday night of both festival weekends with high
energy performances. The multiple Grammy® and
MTV Award winners were crowd pleasers, singing Can’t Stop, I Wanna Be Your Dog, Right on Time,
Soul to Squeeze, By the Way and many more. The
music just kept coming as fans were seen dancing,
hugging strangers, laughing and enjoying the rock
sound under the evening sky with weather to die
for. Austin was the place and the ACL fans were
the audience for such a once-in-a-lifetime encounter.
Raging Fyah, a five-piece reggae band from
Kingston, Jamaica, received a warm welcome as

they took the stage. They released their first album
in 2011, and in 2016 signed to VP Records, with
their third album Everlasting earning them a
Grammy nomination. Fyah, appropriately named,
lit the festival with soulful music, resulting in the
crowd rising to their feet and dancing to the Caribbean sounds!
Not to leave any area undone, the School of
Rock performed in the Kiddie Land with mad talent! The School of Rock consisted of kids who appeared to be between 7-12 years old, singing, playing guitar and drums. Kiddie Land gave the
younger festival goers games, music, play areas
and more throughout the festival experience. A
major feature of Kiddie Land applauded by parents was the ability to drop kiddos off via an expedited entry process in only a fraction of the time at
regular entry points. Bonus!
Festival organizers expanded the festival to
both sides of Barton Springs Road, giving way to
additional stages, food and drink services. Other
upgrades included a fully air conditioned merchandise store and, doing the most, they added
flushable port-a-potties! By far, the 2017 ACL Music Festival was a grand success and delivered the
talent they promised. While many came from afar,
make no doubt about it, local residents were there
in great numbers. A word of advice going forward,
buy your tickets and plan on attending early for
maximum enjoyment!

