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Colin Kaepernick
Named GQ
Magazine’s

Citizen of the Year

by: The Associated Press

FILE – In this Dec. 24, 2016, file photo San
Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick
talks during a news conference after an NFL
football game against the Los Angeles Rams. The
free agent quarterback was named GQ
magazine’s “Citizen of the Year” for his activism
on Nov. 13, 2017. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri, File)

NEW YORK (AP) —
Free agent quarterback
Colin Kaepernick has been
named GQ’s magazine’s
“Citizen of the Year” for
his activism.

Kaepernick began
kneeling instead of stand-
ing during the national
anthem last season to
protest racial inequality
and police brutality. The
demonstration sparked a
wave of NFL protests by
players during the an-
them that repeatedly
have been denounced by
President Donald Trump.
Kaepernick parted ways

with the San Francisco
49ers in March and hasn’t
been signed by another
team.

Kaepernick says on
Twitter he’s “honored” by
the recognition.

The magazine ‘s story
includes comments from
several of Kaepernick’s
supporters and confi-
dants. Rapper J. Cole says
Kaepernick “sacrificed his
dream” to stand for some-
thing. Ninety-year-old
singer and activist Harry
Belafonte says seeing
people like Kaepernick tak-
ing action is “the greatest
reward” he could ask for.

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP)
—  Chilean authorities say
they’ve denied former
heavyweight champion
Mike Tyson entry to the
country and are sending
him back to the U.S.

Chile’s equivalent of
the FBI said Thursday that
Tyson doesn’t meet re-
quirements for entry, ap-
parently due to his criminal
record. Tyson served three
years of a six-year sentence
in the 1990s for raping a
teenage beauty-pageant
contestant. He also has
been convicted of assault
and cocaine possession.

The Chilean Police of
Investigations also said in a
tweet that Interpol agents
would escort him to a flight

Mike Tyson Sent Back to the US
after Chile Denies Entry

by: The Associated Press

back to the U.S. in the
evening.

Tyson came to Chile to
take part in a promotional
event for a TV channel.

In 2013, he was forced
to scrap promotional ap-
pearances in London be-
cause the convictions
barred him from entering
Britain.

MIKE TYSON

New Orleans Writer
& Tulane Professor,

Ladee Hubbard,
Wins Gaines Award

New Orleans Writer
& Tulane Professor,

Ladee Hubbard,
Wins Gaines Award

LADEE HUBBARD

by: Chevel Johnson
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS (AP)
— Inspired by W.E.B.
DuBois’ 1903 essay “The
Talented Tenth,” a New
Orleans writer has written
a debut novel that earned
her recognition with this
year ’s Ernest J. Gaines
Award for Literary Excel-
lence.

Ladee Hubbard will
be presented with the
$10,000 award at a public
ceremony in January for
her work, “The Talented
Ribkins.” The book
chronicles the travels of
72-year-old Johnny, who
discovers his niece Eloise
is the latest in the family

to possess a peculiar gift.
Her father who died be-
fore she was born had the
ability to climb walls, while
Johnny can make maps of
places he’s never seen.
Others in the family can
alter their appearance and
spit fire.

When it emerges that
Johnny and his family used
to fight injustice alongside
a man who ran so fast they
called him Flash, and a
woman with a right fist like
a hammer, it becomes
clear that with Eloise’s
own great power must
also come great responsi-
bility.

“Getting this honor is
See REALISTIC, pg 2

Trump
Judicial
Nominees:
Least
Diverse in
Decades

by: Catherine Lucey and Meghan Hoyer | The AP
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald

Trump is nominating White men to America’s fed-
eral courts at a rate not seen in nearly 30 years,
threatening to reverse a slow transformation to-
ward a judiciary that reflects the nation’s diver-
sity.

So far, 91 percent of Trump’s nominees are
White, and 81 percent are male, an Associated Press
analysis has found. Three of every four are White
men, with few African-Americans and Hispanics
in the mix. The last president to nominate a simi-
larly homogenous group was George H.W. Bush.

The shift could prove to be one of Trump’s
most enduring legacies. These are lifetime appoint-
ments, and Trump has inherited both an unusu-
ally high number of vacancies and an aging popu-
lation of judges. That puts him in position to sig-
nificantly reshape the courts that decide thousands

See TRUMP NOMINEES SO FAR, page 7

Community
Coalition for
Health (C2H)
Wellness Fair

AUSTIN, TX - Commu-
nity Coalition for Health
(C2H) will host its first an-
nual Wellness Fair on Satur-
day, November 18, 2017
from 11:00am – 2:00pm at
the YMCA of Austin, East
Communities Branch, 5315
Ed. Bluestein Blvd., Austin,
TX 78723.  The C2H
Wellness Fair will include
health/wellness screenings
(blood pressure, blood glu-
cose, HIV, etc.), health edu-
cation information, physical
activities, health related
games/activities as well as
healthy snacks. The event is
FREE to the public.

For a successful event,
the C2H has partnered with
the American Diabetes As-
sociation, the YMCA of Aus-
tin, the 183 Project, Hardies,
Bike Austin and Reddy Ice.
A wide variety of commu-
nity resources will partici-
pate in the C2H Wellness
Fair.

Shuttle transportation
to the C2H Wellness Fair will
be provided by the Apple
Bus Company every 15 min-
utes between 11:00am –
2:00pm from the parking lot
of the East Austin College
Prep Academy, 5800 E. MLK
Jr. Blvd., Austin, TX 78721.

Igbo organization
hosts cultural mixer.

See WOMEN
Page 6

Congressman
Doggett fights

Republican tax bill.
See SCAM

Page 5

Trump administration
attacked for slandering

MLK’s legacy.
See KING

Page 2
“Cast Down Your
Buckets Where

You Are”
     Each week on my radio
program, I hear constant
complaints that “they are
keeping us down.” However,
no one can identify who
“they” are.  The implication
is that we are being held down
or being denied opportunity
because of racism.  While that
may be true, we have to
identify the enemy before we
can fight it.
    In 1895, Booker T.
Washington gave, what later
became to be known as, the
Atlanta Compromise speech
before the Cotton States and
International Exposition in
Atlanta, GA. His address was
one of the most important and
influential  speeches in
American history, guiding
African-American resistance
to white discrimination and
establishing Washington as
one of the leading Black
spokesmen in American.
    Washington’s speech
stressed accommodation
rather than resistance to the
racist order under which
Southern African-Americans
lived.  In order to accomplish
that goal, Washington was
given the charge of estab-
lishing Tuskegee Institute, a
college to train recently freed
slaves how to work with their
hands by learning much
needed trades. Among the
trades that were taught
included carpentry, plumb-
ing, and electrical work,
among others. The Tuskegee
graduates became business
owners who were able to hire
people from their com-
munity to make up their work
force.
     More than 120 years later,
we find ourselves in basically
the same place for much of
our community. We are again
in need of businesses that
teach the trades, of which can
and will hire our under
educated community, to help
them become positive forces
in the community. Because of
the high level of people who
have been involved in the
criminal justice system, there
is a tremendous need to train
or retrain these individuals so
that they can become self-
supporting.
     Each one of us has a
unique skill, but we must be
open to finding it and putting
that skill to work to our
advantage. In order to do that,
they will need the support of
the entire community to be
successful.



Page 2 ~ THE VILLAGER/November 17, 2017                           THE COMMUNIQUÉ                                      www.theaustinvillager.com

really, really won-
derful,” Hubbard told The
Associated Press. “And,
for my first novel. It’s in-
credibly validating that’s
for sure. Every aspect of
this recognition is really
meaningful. It’s named
after Ernest Gaines and
to be in the company of
such other talented writ-
ers who’ve won it is truly
amazing.”

Hubbard, 47, was
born in Massachusetts,
raised in Florida and the
U.S. Virgin Islands and cur-
rently lives in New Or-
leans with her husband
and three children.

She has published
short fiction and poems
and has received fellow-
ships from the Hambidge
Center, the Virginia Center
for Creative Arts and the
Hurston/Wright Founda-
tion. She’s a recipient of a

HUBBARD: It took time for me to think of
the possibility of writing as being realistic

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 2016 Rona Jaffe Founda-
tion Writer’s Award.

“I’ve always wanted
to write,” Hubbard said. “I
really love it. I think it
probably took a while for
me to think of the possi-
bility of writing as being
realistic but it’s always
something I’ve done.”

Currently, Hubbard
is an adjunct lecturer in
the Africana Studies pro-
gram at Tulane University
where she’s teaching a
course titled Afro-Futur-
ism: Science Fiction and
Surrealism in African-
American Literature &
Culture.

Hubbard said win-
ning the Gaines award and
prize will give her a chance
to focus on her upcoming
projects.

“I’m working on an-
other novel, a historical
novel that will require a lot
of research,” she said.

She said she’s looking
forward to receiving the
award in January and pos-
sibly meeting Gaines.

“I just want to tell
him how much I appreci-
ate him and his work,” she
said.

The Gaines Award
and its prize were created
by a philanthropic group,
the Baton Rouge Area
Foundation, to recognize
outstanding work by rising
African-American fiction
writers and honor Gaines’
extraordinary contribu-
tions to the literary world.

A Louisiana native,
Gaines wrote the critically
acclaimed novel “The Au-
tobiography of Miss Jane
Pittman,” one of four of his
works that were adapted
for films. His 1993 novel “A
Lesson Before Dying” won
the National Book Critics
Circle Award for fiction.

Crystal W ilkinson

In this photo provided by NBC, writer Ladee Hubbard talks with host Seth
Meyers during an interview on Oct. 10, 2017, in New York. The debut novel
of Hubbard, a New Orleans writer, has earned her recognition with this
year’s Ernest J. Gaines Award for Literary Excellence. Hubbard will be
presented with the $10,000 award at a public ceremony in January for her
work, “The Talented Ribkins.” (Lloyd Bishop/NBC via AP)

took home the award last
year for “Birds of Opu-
lence.” Other winners in-
clude T. Geronimo Johnson

for “Welcome to
Braggsville;” Attica Locke
for “The Cutting Season;”
Stephanie Powell Watts

for “We Are Taking Only
What We Need;” and
Dinaw Mengestu for “How
to Read the Air.”

Trump’s
Smear
of the
King

Legacy
by: AFRO Editorial

President Donald
Trump has crossed the
line. Trump, who contin-
ues to disrespect former
President Barack Obama,
who is hell-bent on repeal-
ing the Affordable Care
Act, who shows disdain for
civil rights and supports
White supremacists, is
now dragging Dr. Martin
Luther King’s legacy
through the mud.

Trump recently or-
dered the National Archive
to release all documents
relating to the assassina-
tion of President John F.
Kennedy. A 20-page dos-
sier compiled by the FBI on
Dr. Martin Luther King,
dated three weeks before
King’s April 4, 1968 assas-
sination was part of the
released documents.
Nothing in the King dos-
sier has anything to do
with the JFK assassination.
The 49-year-old King dos-
sier was filed while J.
Edgar Hoover, a well-
known anti-King protago-
nist, was director of the
FBI.

The 1968 King dossier
asserts a number of dam-
aging allegations includ-
ing, financial irregularities
within King’s Southern
Christian Leadership Con-
ference, King having con-
nections with  communist
groups, and King allegedly
engaging in sexual mis-
conduct and having mul-
tiple affairs.   None of
these assertions about
King appear to be verified
or have any corroboration
by Hoover or the FBI. Thus,
at best, they are mere
speculative observations
from a time and by a
Hoover FBI that viewed
the entire civil rights move-
ment of the 60’s as a
threat to the security of
this country.   Hoover was
wrong and off base then
and his jaded observations
and opinions are still
wrong now!

Neither Trump nor
the FBI have offered any
explanation as to why the

King dossier was included
in the documents relating
to the Kennedy assassina-
tion. Furthermore, no ex-
planation has been offered
as to why after 49 years,

the Trump Administration
felt compelled to make the
King dossier public at this
time.

We view the Trump
Administration’s issuance

of this damaging and in-
sulting King dossier to be
an intentional and signifi-
cantly slanderous cam-
paign to discredit Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, America’s
most influential and re-
vered civil rights leader.

King died in his at-
tempt to bring peace and
unification to a racially
polarized nation in the
1960s. Today, America re-
mains deeply divided
along racial lines.     Given
the series of despicable

incidents that reflect
Trump’s inability to utter
the truth and his support
of racists groups like we
viewed in Charlottesville;
this latest attempt by
Trump to tarnish the repu-
tation of one of America’s
most respected Black he-
roes crystalizes, in our
opinion, Trump’s unwilling-
ness and inability to im-
prove the racial environ-
ment that continues to
decline during his leader-
ship of our country.

Dr. Martin Luther King

President
John F Kennedy



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service          8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training      10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555
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Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org Rev. Darron E. Patterson

              Pastor

Pastor J.R.Roberson &
First lady Lillian Robertson

(979)542-2784 Church
& (979) 540-6352 Hlme

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.

Call Attorney Davis of the
PDF LAW FIRM
at 512-681-4485

*Automobile Collisions
* Wills/Probate
* Family Issues
* Wrongful Death
111 Congress Ave.,Suite 400

Austin, Texas 78701

May I Represent
 You in Court?

Happy Birthday
Mrs. Lillian Moore
Congratulations,

Mrs. Lillian
Moore, on your
102nd Birthday!
We Love You!

From
Family & Friends

AUSTIN, TX – The new Anderson high school at Mesa Dr. administrators and students recognized
and honored a group of Original L. C. Anderson high school alumni at halftime of their football game
against the Del Valle Cardinals, Friday night, November 10th, at Nelson Field. A bouquet of roses was
presented to the ladies while everyone received a commemorative pin. Photo by Melvin Scott.

TROJANS HONOR YELLOW JACKETS
AT NELSON FIELD

NWOA, INC. ACCEPTING PROFILES OF
PROMINENCE NOMINATIONS

By Arlene Youngblood, Profiles of Prominence Committee
AUSTIN, TX - In memory of Connie Yerwood

Conner, M.D., who died in 1991, the Austin Metroplex
Chapter of National Women of Achievement is hosting
its 16th  Biennial African- American Women’s Profiles of
Prominence ceremony.   The Profiles of Prominence
Committee consist of Chairman Barbara H. Foreman
and members of the Austin Metroplex Chapter.

Nominations will be accepted through Monday,
November 27, 2017 for this community service recog-
nition event slated for March 31, 2018.  Women may
nominate themselves, or be nominated by friends or
associates in one of 11 categories.

Profiles of Prominence candidates must have lived
in the Greater Austin Area for three to five years, have
demonstrated a solid commitment to the Greater Aus-
tin Community which includes: 1) having a vision for
the future; 2) serving as a role model to other women;
and 3) demonstrating achievement and personal im-
pact in one of the 11 award categories:

Nomination Categories include:  Arts, Business,
Care Giver, Civic Leadership, Communications, Educa-
tion, Health Professionals, Law, Professional Leader-

ship, Public Service, and Youth Achievement (the nomi-
nation form will have more detail for each category and
may be requested by emailing Austin.nwoa@gmail.com
and texasongbird@hotmail.com).

Award recipients will be selected by the Profiles
of Prominence Application Review Committee.  This
nomination form is the basis for selection.  Accurate,
complete, and legible information is essential for the
committee to evaluate nominees fairly.   The awards
will be presented at the 2018 Connie Yerwood Conner
African-American Profiles of Prominence ceremony
slated for Saturday, March 31, 2018 (location and time
to be announced).

Completed and signed forms should be returned
by Monday, November 27, 2015 by emailing
austin.nwoa@gmail.com and
texasongbird@hotmail.com or mail hard copies to:
National Women of Achievement, Inc., 2018 Profiles
of Prominence Application, P.O. Box 141694, Austin,
Texas 78714.   For more information, contact Barbara
Foreman at (512) 924-2529 or email her at
leopardprintmedia@gmail.com.

Austin
Restaurants

Selling
Thanksgiving

Meals
To-Go

by: Matthew Odam
Courtesy of austin360

AUSTIN, TX - Ah,
traditions: buying the tur-
key; anxiously cooking
the turkey in hopes it
doesn’t dry out; fighting
over whose stuffing
recipe to use; fidgeting
about who should carve
the turkey; lying about
how good your mother-

in-law’s pie tastes. What
would we do without the
rituals that surround
Thanksgiving? Maybe
just call a professional.

This year, more so
than any I can remem-
ber in Austin, there is a
staggering number of
restaurants offering up
their services for
Thanksgiving. They are

selling to-go meals that
take the stress off of you,
saving you time and al-
lowing you the opportu-
nity to watch more foot-
ball. I mean, spend more
stress-free time with
loved ones. Call or email
the restaurants for more
details about pricing and
information on ordering
and pick-up. Gobble,
gobble. Get more infor-
mation at austin360.

dining.blog.austin360.com



Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc
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PowHERful ConferenceParis Facts

My inspiration for
this article came from my
love for Paris, France. I’ve
always dreamed of travel-
ing the world to places like
Peru, Brazil, Paris, Italy,
London, New York,
Greece, China, Japan, Tai-
wan, Rome, Hawaii, and
Jamaica. My ultimate va-
cation spot has always
been Paris since I was six.
I wanted to know more
about places so I started
researching about Paris
first. I created a journal
called ‘Everything about
Paris’. It includes Paris
sketches, Paris facts, Paris

The PowHERful Foun-
dation was founded by
Soledad O’Brien and Brad
Raymond.  Its mission is
“to get young women to
and through college” by
providing financial assis-
tance, mentorship, and
services.  On Saturday,
November 11th at IBM, the
PowHERful Foundation
brought its Enrichment
Conference series to Aus-
tin.  The conference was a
free, daylong empower-
ment summit for young
women ages 14 to 23.

Soledad hosted sev-
eral panel discussions

Interviews

This Friday, I am
scheduled to attend
two interviews. The
first is a college admis-
sions interview for Yale,
and the second is for a
job position at a store

 Kamryn Mack
Kipp Leadership Elem.

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville M. S.

Jalen Moore
KIPP Austin Collegiate

fantasies, and Paris sto-
ries. In this article I’m go-
ing to share Paris facts I
learned online. I hope you
enjoy my Paris facts.

I’m going to start with
fun facts from my ‘Every-
thing about Paris’ journal.
First, there are 38 cities
called Paris across the
world. Even in Texas! Sec-
ondly, Paris is often re-
ferred to the ‘City of
Lights’ because they were
one of the first European
cities to adopt gas street
lighting. I like the name
‘City of Lights’! Third,
there is an average of 10
films. Fourth, in total there
are 1,803 monuments, 173
museums, and 450 parks
and gardens. Fifth, the
French gave the Statue of
Liberty to America as a
gift. Lastly, the French love
their espresso, snails, and
yummy croissants.

That’s all the facts I’ll
share for now. Thank you
for reading my article. See
you next time.

in Barton Creek Mall.
My college guidance
counselors have shared
interview tips and con-
ducted practice inter-
views with me for the
past few days as prepa-
ration.

Because I'm apply-
ing to about 7 more col-
leges as well as addi-
tional scholarships, I
know that there are
many more interviews
to come. I hope with
each of these inter-
views, I gain the ability
to promptly answer
questions with ease
and become more com-
fortable with the pro-
cess in general.

with Industry experts on
topics like finance, STEM,
health, and college readi-
ness.  Attendees explored
different career options,
received mentoring and
coaching, and interacted
with successful profes-
sionals. We also learned
about IBM Watson and
participated in a Cognitive
Challenge Hackathon. We
created vision boards us-
ing information and ideas
learned at the summit.

This was an amazing
event!  I enjoyed every-
thing about the confer-
ence! I met other young
women who are also inter-
ested in STEM.  I met and
took selfies with celebri-
ties Soledad O’Brien (CNN
reporter and founder of
PowHERful), Sheba Turk
(WWLTV News anchor),
and Sanya Richards-
Ross(Olympian Gold med-
alist).  If PowHERful comes
to Austin again, I encour-
age all young women to
attend!

The Remix

Kevin Parish
Hendrickson H. S.

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

On November 11th,
an annual off-season
FIRST [For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science
and Technology] robotics
competition called The
Remix was held at Col-
lege Park High School in
The Woodlands, a city
near Houston, Texas. The
host team was a team
based at the high school
named Texas Torque. 32
robotics teams partici-
pated in the event. Most
were from various parts
of Texas, but there was
also a team from Louisi-
ana and a team from San
Luis Potosí, Mexico. The
Remix was a continua-
tion of the competitions
during the regular com-
petition season. The
game theme and most of
the rules were the same
compared to the seasonal
competition. Robots
aimed to shoot whiffle

Hawk Football

balls into goals and de-
liver gears, large plastic
game pieces, to humans
who would place them on
a gear train and use
those to spin rotors.

My team, the
Lady Cans of Austin,
Texas, competed in The
Remix this year and made
it to the quarterfinals be-
fore we were eliminated.
My role in the competi-
tion is known as the ma-
nipulator. I was respon-
sible for controlling the
robot while it climbed a
rope at the end of each
match, while the robot
driver, another girl on my
team, was responsible
for controlling the robot’s
wheels and making it
pick up the game pieces.
The Remix was shorter
than seasonal competi-
tions and even most
other off-season compe-
titions, and most teams
did not have many
people participating. For
example, my team of over
forty only had seven
members present at the
event. Still, off-season
competitions like these
are important to the de-
velopment of a team be-
cause newer team mem-
bers who have never
driven their robot before
get a chance to practice
while the pressure is
relatively low.

Last week during
school, our Varsity Foot-
ball Team faced up against
our rival, Pflugerville High.
We have played
Pflugerville’s football team
since 2005 and every year
we have beaten them, so
we are undefeated
against them. The varsity
football team’s record go-
ing into the game for
Hendrickson is 6-3 and
Pflugerville’s record is 2-7.
Hendrickson’s football

team has qualified for
playoffs so even if we lose
to Pflugerville we would
still go to playoffs but if we
lost to Pflugerville,
Hendrickson would sadly
lose their undefeated
streak that they have
worked so hard to achieve.
During the first half of the
game on Friday
Hendrickson scored 24
points and Pflugerville
scored 0. Then in the 2nd

half Hendrickson scored
14 points and Pflugerville
scored 7, the final score
was 38-7, Hendrickson.
Both teams did great last
night but as you can see
the better team won, so it
was a good game and the
Hendrickson Hawks hap-
pily came out with a win
and have a chance to go
to the state championship.
Go Hawks!

Math Class
   Last week we had

an assessment test in
math class.  The test
wasn't that hard, so I'm
sure I did a good job.   On
the math test my teacher
told me that I only missed
two questions.

The only thing that I
did not like was that she
made us take the test but
she did not put it in the
grade book.  This week we
are learning ratios.

Cities in Space

Cities in Space is a
competition and confer-
ence that was held on No-
vember 10th.  Students
come present and learn
from another ways to start
a colonization and how to
start a community that
will thrive outside of Earth.
When students are not
presenting, they have the
opportunity to listen to
guest speakers during the
conference. Students also
have the opportunity to
meet scientists, engi-
neers, NASA experts, and
astronauts. Students are
provided a lunch a snacks
as they listen to desig-
nated speakers who work
in Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and
Math (STEAM) based oc-
cupations. Some speakers
are working as scientists,
entrepreneurs, research-
ers, and business owning.
This project/organization

focuses on getting stu-
dents to generate ideas on
how they can design a
colonization that will be a
way for humans to live
somewhere outside of the
planet Earth and into outer
space. The project has
some constraints and one
is that the location you re-
search and present on,
must either be free space,
mars, and the moon. This
years Cities in Space, I
was able to participate in.
We had around 70 Algebra
students from my school
who were in groups and
participants. We traveled
to the conference and par-
ticipated as mid-project
students, meaning that
our projects were not done
because we started late. 2
teams from my school
won. The first team won
under a mid-project divi-
sion and the other won an
entire competition divi-
sion.. My group and I pre-
sented our free space pre-
sentation well and we
know what we need to im-
prove on. We got great
feedback and know what
to expect in the future. We
learned great things and
had a great experience. I
really enjoyed this project
and know we have a little
time to improve it before
our final competition. For
more information on the
New Worlds Conference
organization the link is:
www.newworlds2017.space.

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

Joshua Moore
Manor New Tech M.S.

"Veteran's Day"

Hello, Do you have a
family member or some-
one that you're very close
to that served in the
armed forces? A veteran is
a person that has served
in the armed forces, it is a
very honorable thing to
serve our country and pro-
tect the freedoms of
people everywhere.

My mom and dad
served in the United States
Air Force in Minot North
Dakota, my dad was a cop
and my mom was cook
when they met in October
2001, they were married in
2003 and i was born in Sep-
tember 2004.

Lastly, Veteran's day
is recognized on Novem-
ber 11, and became a fed-
eral holiday in 1938. This
day is such a special day
because it gives us a
chance to honor current
and former troops that
served in the armed
forces. Rest in Peace to
the troops that lost their
lives fighting for us to be
able to be free.

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

www.TheAustinVillager.com

@TheVillagerATX
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Cyrena Matingou
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Annual Blood Drive

National Recycling Day

Cedar Ridge High
School’s HOSA (Health Oc-
cupations Students of
America) club hosted their
annual blood drive on Fri-
day, November 10th.
Throughout the day, stu-
dents older than 17 and
faculty donated blood,
which was being collected
by the We Are Blood orga-
nization. HOSA involved its
members by allowing 3
students to volunteer to
walk people back to their
classroom every period.
This event was a great way
to give back to the com-
munity and unite our cam-
pus.

The blood donation
awareness began on
Thursday, October 26
when HOSA invited two
guest speakers from We
Are Blood to their monthly
meeting. The speakers

shared that a blood dona-
tion from one person can
save three lives! In addi-
tion to giving information
about phlebotomy, the
process of drawing blood,
and how to become a
phlebotomist, the speak-
ers talked about the im-
portance of blood dona-
tions. Because most stu-
dents in HOSA are inter-
ested in a career in the
medical field, everyone
was engaged in the pre-
sentation and asked many
questions.

Two weeks later, the
company came back and
set up blood drawing sta-
tions at our school for the
whole day. As juniors, se-
niors, and faculty went
into the room where the
stations were set up, they
spent about 30 minutes
donating blood. After-
wards, they were given
snacks to prevent people
from passing out from the
loss of blood. We Are
People did a great job op-
erating the donation pro-
cess and there was a large
student turn out. HOSA
hosts two blood drives ev-
ery year, the next one oc-
curring in the spring se-
mester, and I hope the
drive will be as successful
as this one was.

The Capital City
Chapter of Top Teens of
America, as part of our
Community Awareness
Program, is campaigning
to educate our community
about the importance of
recycling for our environ-
ment. Did you know that
back during World War II,
in the 1930s and 1940s,
people had to conserve
resources and 25% of
households recycled. To-
day, about 32% of house-
holds recycle. We have to
do more and that’s why
Top Teens of America has
chosen this platform as
one of our annual Com-
munity Awareness cam-
paigns. Although Novem-

ber 15th is National Recy-
cling Day, we can still do
these three (3) things ev-
eryday to help save our
environment: Reduce, Re-
use, and Recycle.

In Austin, we are
helping to REDUCE the
amount of waste in our
landfills by saying no to
plastic bags by bringing
recyclable bags when
shopping. We can REUSE a
lot of things before we
throw them away like
washing empty flood glass
containers and we can RE-
CYCLE things like paper,
plastic, batteries, electron-
ics tires and glass.

If everyone reading
this article would recycle
and do these 3 things: Re-
duce, Reuse and Recycle,
we will have a better
World!

Please get the word
out about the Capital City
Top Teen Challege to Re-
cycle. Tell all your friends
about the importance of
helping to save our envi-
ronment.

That's all for this
week. Until Next Time. Go
Austin High!

Manor High Receives Threats

Alyssa James Winn
Manor H.S.

Averill Topps
Stephen F. Austin H.S.

On Friday, November
10th, 2017, Manor High
School (MHS) received
gun threats. According to
KXAN an assistant princi-
pal noticed threats were
made by a student and
contacted the schools re-
search officer about it.
During the investigation
police removed the stu-
dent from class and
searched his phone. The
police found videos on
snapchat under the name
“School Shooter” of the
student Friday morning of
him hiding behind bushes
during the pep rally held
captioned, “Loads glock,
oh I’ll make y’all red.”, pho-

tos of the student wearing
a ski mask in the library on
his phone, and videos of
him holding a gun saying,
“Don’t come to school to-
morrow or face my ulti-
mate weapon.”. The stu-
dent had a map with
shooting positions, loca-
tion of explosives, and the
location of an attack ve-
hicle inside his bedroom.
The student was arrested
and permanently re-
moved from Manor ISD.

Many students and
parents have expressed
concern after the school
investigated and did not
inform the staff to lock the
school down or cancel the
senior night football game.
Students, Parents, and
staff have sent comments
on Facebook as well as
emails to Manor ISD about
the incident after receiv-
ing an email about staying
vigilant and taking nothing
for granted after KXAN
posted an article about
the event. Manor sent out
a statement about the in-
cident and how they are
doing everything in their
power to keep students
safe.

Pressure or Influence

Being a preteen or
teenager is a an exciting
thing for most. Yet it
doesn't have too be that
way for all of my friends.
We get to experience
things that the big kids do.
Many of them seem so
cool. I always watched the
way my big cousin and
their friends act and talk.

 Now day we hear the
term "Peer Pressure or In-
fluence". I don't see any
problem wanting to be like
some of your friends. Peer
pressure is not always a
bad thing. Although your

Tyler  Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA

parents sometime get an-
noyed about any time they
notice you acting as
though you are acting any-
way unusual. Most of the
time we think they are be-
ing too strict.

 Peer Influence is
when you choose to do
something you wouldn't
otherwise do because you
want to be accepted and
valued by your friends.  It
isn't not just always about
doing something against
your will. Peer pressure
term is used a lot but in-
fluence is much better I
think. It deals with the idea
that a teens behavior is
shaped by wanting to feel
they belong a group of
friends or peers.

 Peer influence can
be positive. For example
you might be influence to
get involved in positive
things. Even to become
more assertive. Next week
I will write more about
coping. Last week I was
chosen as one of our
school ambassadors.  That
will be exciting also.

Coats for Kids

Austin, TX - On De-
cember 9, 2017, The Jun-
ior League of Austin will
host the 31st annual Coats
for Kids Distribution Day.
Together with our
longstanding partners —
Jack Brown Cleaners,
KVET, and KVUE — the JLA
will provide more than
34,000 warm winter coats
to Central Texas children in
need.

As families arrive on
Distribution Day, bilingual
volunteers greet them and
review documents for

KEY DATES

Coat Drive
Competition:

Nov. 13th – 29th

Volunteer
Registration:

Oct. 6th – Dec. 8th

Distribution Day:
Saturday, Dec. 9th
8:00 am – 3:00 pm

verification of economic
need. The families are
then escorted by a volun-
teer through racks of
sorted coats. Children are
able to select their desired
size and style of coat. This
allows for each child to
pick out the coat that fits
his or her taste, perhaps a
perfectly pink coat for the
four-year-old girl or a su-
perhero coat for the
seven-year-old boy.

The doors at each
Distribution Day site re-
main open until every

family is served. At the
close of Distribution Day,
any remaining coats are
distributed to other local
agencies to be given to
children in need through-
out the winter. JLA volun-
teers and 2,000 commu-
nity volunteers participate
in the acquisition, sorting
and distribution of coats.
It is because of the valued
support of local groups,
businesses, schools and
individuals that Coats for
Kids can continue to help
keep so many Central

Texas kids warm this win-
ter.

Republican Tax Scam Serves Sweet Scoops for President Trump

I do not attend so-
cial events at the White
House, as I am not inter-
ested in spending time
with a President who
attacks my constituents.
But I have read that
when it comes time to
serve dessert, the Presi-
dent likes ice cream. He
reportedly receives two
scoops, while guests re-
ceive just one. This des-
sert-service greed is
similar to the tax plan
served up in Congress
by Republicans last
week.

House Republicans
jammed their tax scam
bill through the Ways
and Means Committee
with no public hearings,
no testimony from a
single Trump Adminis-
tration official to justify
it, and no opportunity
for Democrats to fully
analyze the legislation.
Full and fair debate can
improve any bill. This
did not happen, and no
Democratic amendment
was accepted by the
Majority.

The tax bill is sweet
to President Trump, his
billionaire buddies, and

huge corporations, but
sickly for most everyone
else. The Alternative
Minimum Tax (AMT)
ensures corporations
and the wealthiest indi-
viduals pay at least
some tax on their earn-
ings, but the Republican
bill repeals the AMT. It
also repeals the estate
tax, only paid on estates
worth more than $11
million per couple to-
day. Clearly, neither of
these cuts is meant for
middle-class families,
and both are big dips for
Mr. Trump.

While the rich get
richer, look what hap-

pens under the Repub-
lican tax scheme to de-
ductions you may cur-
rently claim: (1) Medical
Expense Deduction,
which helps working
families and seniors pay
for lab tests, nursing
care, fertility treatments,
guide dogs, prosthetic
limbs, and more –
GONE; (2) Student Loan
Interest Deduction and
Tuition and Fees Deduc-
tion, which helps allevi-
ate the crippling burden
of student debt—
GONE; and (3) Deduc-
tion for teachers who
use their own money to
purchase supplies for
their students – GONE.
We ought to do more to
make health care afford-
able, more to make edu-
cation accessible, and
more to help our teach-
ers who do important
work on low salaries.
But this bill drags us
backward. It may fulfill
Trump’s sweet tooth,
but it leaves a bad taste
for working families.

So while Trump
and his pals get a rich
bowl of ice cream, the
American people are left
to lick the bowl and pay
for the ice cream by los-
ing important deduc-
tions. And these new tax
breaks for the wealthiest
few are not even com-

pletely paid for. So more
borrowing from abroad.
That amounts to an ex-
pensive dessert – $2.3
trillion dollars of addi-
tional debt the Ameri-
can people are forced to
swallow.

Like a Trump Uni-
versity degree, this tax
scam promises much,
but delivers little.
Rather than lavishing
tax breaks on the
wealthiest few and the
largest corporations and
saddling our grandchil-
dren with debt, I believe
that the better way to
grow our economy is to
invest in people, health
care, and educational
opportunity, rebuild
roads and bridges, and
pass comprehensive im-
migration reform. These
are the ways to really
grow the economy and
create a chance for more
people to share in the
American dream.

After passing in the
House this week, this
scam now moves onto
the Senate. I will con-
tinue to stand against it.
If you have a story to
share about how this
Republican tax bill will
impact you, please con-
tact me at my Austin
Office at 512-916-5921.
Let me share your story
with my colleagues.

U.S. Representative
Lloyd Doggett

Op-Ed By:
U.S.

Congressman
Lloyd Doggett
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Progressive Igbo Women of
Central Texas Hosts Cultural Fest

Saturday, November 11, 2017, the Progressive Igbo Women of Central
Texas held their annual end of year event. The event was marked by various
types of presentations and dances. The event was well attended by the mem-
bers of the community. It was an opportunity for Igbo people to reaffirm
their cultural identity and heritage. For their guests, it was an opportunity to
teach others about their customs, traditions, and values.

Moreover, the Progressive Igbo Women Association is social organiza-
tion that seeks to bring their community together. According to the associa-
tion, “our mission is to be there to support each other, especially in this far
away land of American. In addition, the association was formed to share
each other joy in good times and in challenging times to help each other.”
Moreover, they meet once a month to deal with the internal working of their
organization.

Finally the Igbo people are considered the third largest ethnic group of
Nigeria. According to the census, they represent 18% of the Nigerian popu-
lation and are found in the both the East and South-Eastern parts of Nigeria.
Moreover, there is a large Igbo Diaspora living outside of Nigeria. Some of
the Igbo Diaspora has settled in the Central Texas area. Moreover, they hold
events to celebrate their cultures and language.

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

Pictured left to right: President Lolo Chinah Onuoha and Lady Ojiyi.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Pflugerville City Council Election
Receives Low Voter Turnout

Although there was
a low voter turnout, the
voters of Pflugervi l le
backed certain candi-
dates, who have been in-
volved with the local
Democratic Party. For the
exception of Adeline Bihn
Dui, both Rudy Metayar
and Jim McDonald were
elected to the Pflugerville
city council. Consequently,
the Pflugerville city coun-
cil is becoming more “pro-
gressive” than the past

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

Villager Columnist

Pictured left to right: Ms. Shehann, Mr. Jim McDonald and Mrs, Shehaan.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

ones. Not only is it be-
coming more “progres-
sive” but also more di-
verse with the election of
Rudy Metayar.

When the new
Pflugerville City Council
gavel in, they will have to
take-on some key deci-
sions. Some of the key is-
sues that the city council
will face includes the fol-
lowing: traffic; city
growth; establishment of
a downtown; and the ex-
pansion of the municipal-
ity court in Pflugerville.

Over the years,
Pflugerville has grown
but its services have not
kept up with the de-
mand. For instance, resi-
dents are starting to de-
mand the expansion of
the municipal court
hours so that they don’t
have to take an entire day
off just to go to court. In
addition, Pflugerville is in
search of a “downtown”,
which would bring busi-
nesses and services into
a general centralized
area.

LIT Initiative: Holiday Edition
Through the collaboration of The Great Ones, Encore ATX, BLF Foundation,

and Black Alumni Austin, we present the LIT Initiative. LIT stands for “love in-
spires togetherness.” We seek to unify the community through acts of love. This
holiday season, we will focus on giving back to the homeless community located
in Downtown Austin.

As we end another blessed year, we want to give back to those who are less
fortunate. We will be preparing lunch bags with sandwiches, chips, snacks, wa-
ter, and a letter of inspiration for the homeless.

The event will take place on Saturday, November 18th from 12PM – 4PM at
Huston-Tillotson University in the Dickey Lawless Auditorium. We need your help
packing the lunch bags and handing them out. Our goal is to provide 200 lunch
bags for the homeless.

Democrats, Black Candidates Win
Historic Victories on Election Night

By Stacy M. Brown | (NNPA Newswire Contributor)

The blue wave that
swept the country last
week wasn’t just a victory
for Democrats, but a re-
sounding win for African
American candidates, who
defied the odds—and
Trumpism—to make his-
tory.

In Charlotte, N.C.,
voters elected the first fe-
male African American
mayor in the city’s history,
choosing Democrat Vi
Lyles over Republican
Kenny Smith.

In St. Paul, Minn.,
Melvin Carter became
that city’s first Black
mayor, earning slightly
more than 50 percent of
the vote in a field that fea-
tured 10 candidates and a
write-in opponent.

In Virginia, Democrat
Justin Fairfax trounced
Republican challenger Jill
Vogel in the race for lieu-
tenant governor. In Janu-
ary, Fairfax will become
only the second African
American to hold state-
wide office in Virginia.
Doug Wilder was the first,
serving as lieutenant gov-
ernor from 1986-1990,
then as governor from
1990-1994.

Fairfax said his and

other Democratic victories
could “be the match that
sparks the wildfire of pro-
gressive” change all across
the country.

“All across the world.
This is a battle for the
nation’s soul,” Fairfax said.
“Since I announced my
candidacy, this campaign
has been about the future,
about building a Virginia
where all of us have the
opportunity to rise.”

Most saw victories by
Democrats as a referen-
dum on President Donald
Trump, whose record low
job approval rating has
shrunk to 39 percent ac-
cording to various reports.

Republicans lost
races for governor in Vir-
ginia, where Ralph
Northam easily beat
Trump-backed Ed
Gillespie, and in New Jer-
sey, where former U.S.
Ambassador to Germany
Phil Murphy won election
as governor, defeating Re-
publican Lt. Gov. Kim
Guadagno.

Also, in Virginia, at-
torney general Mark Her-
ring, a Democrat, won re-
election over Republican
John Adams while Demo-
crats gained at least 10

seats in the House of Del-
egates.

The party also won
key mayoral races in New
York, Charlotte, Stamford,
Conn., and St. Petersburg
and, in a direct rebuke of
Trump and Republicans
who have tried to repeal
the Affordable Care Act,
voters in Maine approved
a ballot measure to ex-
pand Medicaid under
former President Barack
Obama’s signature
healthcare law.

On Twitter University
of Virginia political scientist
Larry Sabato wrote that the
results were a “backlash to
Trump and Trumpism, pure
and simple.”

Results may have
been helped by a strong
get out to vote campaign
launched by the NAACP.

Former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden said voters
clearly sent a message to
Trump.

“A resounding defeat
tonight for President
Trump,” Biden tweeted.
“Voters across the country
rejected the ugly politics
we have seen this past
year. Instead, they chose
candidates who unite and
inspire us.”
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

N O T I C E
Dalrymple Gravel & Contracting Co., Inc. is requesting
quotations from interested subcontractors and suppliers
for work associated with the Slaughter Creek Watershed
– Sendera and Circle C Pond Rehab project that bid is
on 11/16/17 to the City of Austin.  Certified MBE/WBE
businesses are encouraged to quote.Plans, scope and info
for the project are available by contacting our office at
3490 FM 78, McQueeney, TX 78123 - phone (830) 557-
5020, fax (830) 557-5014 or by email to
afosuek@dalholding.com.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

New Jobs for the
Week of 11/12/2017

Specialist, Career & Transfer
Round Rock Campus

Job# 1710063
Specialist, Advising (Recruiting)-

Nursing
Eastview Campus

Job# 1710054
Dean, Faculty and Instructional

Development
Highland Business Center

Job# 1711004
Faculty, English for Speakers of

Other Languages
Location as assigned

Job# 1710068
Vice President, Information

Technology
Service Center
Job# 1711009

“Integral Care is currently solicit-
ing proposals through a Request for
Proposals (RFP) process for Retire-
ment Plan Recordkeeping and Ad-
ministrative Services. RFPs may be
sent electronically, by contacting
Mike Hawkins at
mhawkins@lhadv.com beginning
November 7, 2017. The deadline to
submit a proposal under the RFP is
4 p.m. CST on December 1, 2017.
Historically Underutilized Busi-
nesses, including Minority-Owned
Businesses and Women-Owned
Businesses, are encouraged to ap-
ply.”

Integral Care is currently solicit-
ing proposals through a Request for
Proposals (RFP) process for  Con-
struction Services (for finish-out of
an office building). RFPs may be
sent electronically, by contacting
Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@integralcare.org be-
ginning November 10, 2017. The
deadline to submit a proposal un-
der the RFP is 4 p.m. CST on De-
cember 8, 2017. The optional pub-
lic opening of proposals is sched-
uled for December 11, 2017 at 1:00
p.m., and will be held at Integral
Care’s administrative offices lo-
cated at 1430 Collier Street, Aus-
tin, TX 78704.

Great North/Central Austin Location!!!
Leases Are Month To Month, With A 30 Day Notice.
$850.00 Monthly / $750.00 Deposit / $500 Pet Fee/

non-refundable
Laundry in building • Gas and water PAID •

Electric $50.00-$75.00/mo
Background Check Required • $75.00

Application Fee (Non-Refundable)
Serious and Qualified Inquiries Only Please!!!

View Pics At: Https://Austin.Craigslist.Org/Apa/
6284854351.Html

HIGHLAND SQUARE PROPERTIES
Rental Office: 6906 Guadalupe Street #307 Austin, Texas 78752

Contact: Bruce Kuemmel, 512-517-5310

Beautifully Updated 400sf Studio Units

Trump Nominees So Far: 91% White, 81% Male continued from page 1

FILE – In this Oct. 17, 2017, photo, President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference in the
Rose Garden of the White House in Washington. Trump is nominating white men to America’s
federal courts at a rate not seen in nearly 30 years, according to an AP analysis of his nominees. (AP
Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

of civil rights, envi-
ronmental, criminal jus-
tice and other disputes
across the country. The
White House has been
upfront about its plans
to quickly fill the seats
with conservatives, and
has made clear that ju-
dicial philosophy tops
any concerns about
shrinking racial or gen-
der diversity.

Trump is anything
but shy about his plans,
calling his imprint on
the courts an “untold
story” of his presidency.

“Nobody wants to
talk about it,” he says.
“But when you think of
it … that has conse-
quences 40 years out.”
He predicted at a recent
Cabinet meeting, “A big
percentage of the court
will be changed by this
administration over a
very short period of
time.”

Advocates for put-
ting more women and
racial minorities on the
bench argue that courts
that more closely reflect
the demographics of the
population ensure a
broader range of view-
points and inspire
greater confidence in ju-
dicial rulings.

One court that has
become a focus in the
debate is the Eastern
District of North Caro-
lina, a region that, de-
spite its sizeable Black
population, has never
had a Black judge. A
seat on that court has
been open for more than
a decade. George W.
Bush named a White
man, and Barack
Obama at different
points nominated two
Black women, but none
of those nominees ever
came to a vote in the
Senate.

Trump has renomi-
nated Bush’s original
choice: Thomas Farr, a
private attorney whose
work defending North
Carolina’s redistricting
maps and a voter iden-
tification law has raised
concerns among civil
rights advocates.

Kyle Barry, senior
policy counsel for the
NAACP Legal Defense
and Educational Fund,
said that when diversity
is lacking, “there’s a
clear perception where
the courts are not a place
people can go and vin-
dicate their civil rights.”

In recent decades,
Democrats have consis-
tently named more ra-
cial minorities and
women on the courts.
But even compared to
his Republican prede-
cessors, Trump’s nomi-
nees stand out. So far, he
has nominated the high-
est percentage of White
judges in his first year
since Ronald Reagan. If
he continues on his
trend through his first
term, he will be the first
Republican since
Herbert Hoover to

name fewer women and
minorities to the court
than his GOP predeces-
sor.

The AP reviewed
58 nominees to lifetime
positions on appellate
and district courts, as
well as the Supreme
Court, by the end of Oc-
tober. Fifty-three are
White, three are Asian-
American, one is His-
panic and one is Afri-
can-American. There
are 47 men and 11
women. Thirteen have
won Senate approval.

The numbers stand
in marked contrast to
those of Obama, who
made diversifying the
federal bench a priority.
White men represented
just 37 percent of judges
confirmed during
Obama’s two terms;
nearly 42 percent of his
judges were women.

Some of Obama’s
efforts were thwarted
by a Republican-led
Senate that blocked all
of his nominations he
made in the final year of
his presidency, handing
Trump a backlog of
more than 100 open
seats and significant
sway over the future of
the court.

Trump has moved
aggressively to name
new judges, getting off
to a much quicker start
than his predecessors.
He has nominated more
than twice as many as
Obama had at this point
in his presidency. While
there have been clashes
in the Senate over the
nomination process, Re-
publican Majority
Leader Mitch
McConnell has signaled
that he is committed to
moving judicial nomi-
nees through.

Many of Trump’s
White, male nominees
would replace White,
male judges. But of the
Trump nominees cur-
rently pending, more
than a quarter are White
males slated for seats

have been held by
women or minorities.

Of the eight seats
currently vacant that
had non-White judges,
only one has a non-
White nominee.

White House
spokesman Hogan
Gidley says Trump is fo-
cused on qualifications
and suggests that priori-
tizing diversity would
bring politics to the
bench.

“The president has
delivered on his prom-
ise to nominate the best,
most-qualified judges,”
Gidley said. “While past
presidents may have
chosen to nominate ac-
tivist judges with a po-
litical agenda and a his-
tory of legislating from
the bench, President
Trump has nominated
outstanding originalist
judges who respect the
U.S. Constitution.”

Trump, who has
cited the confirmation of
Supreme Court Justice
Neil Gorsuch as a key
achievement, has fo-
cused on judges with
conservative resumes.
His picks have been
welcomed by conserva-
tive legal groups.

Leonard Leo, the
executive vice president
of the Federalist Society
who has advised Trump
on judges, said the
president’s judicial
picks should be evalu-
ated based on his nomi-
nations to the Supreme
Court and appellate
courts, given that home-
state senators tradition-
ally offer recommenda-
tions for district courts
that carry significant
weight when the law-
maker and the president
are of the same party.

There have been 19
nominees to those
higher courts; more
than two-thirds are
White men.

And past presi-
dents also have pushed
for diversity at the dis-
trict courts. The Obama

White House would
make clear diversity
was a priority and “if we
found good candidates,
we would encourage
senators to take a look at
them,” said Christopher
Kang, who worked on
judicial nominations in
the Obama administra-
tion.

Alberto Gonzales,
who served as attorney
general for George W.

Bush, says that when
considering nominees
“sometimes President
Bush would look at the
list we gave him and he
would say, ‘I want
more diversity, I want
more women, I want
more minorities.’”

In his first year,
Obama’s confirmed ju-
dicial nominees were
31 percent White men.
Bush had 67 percent,
Bill Clinton 38 percent,
George H.W. Bush 74

percent and Reagan 93
percent.

For its analysis, The
Associated Press looked
at all lifetime appoint-
ments to federal judge-
ships — including all
seats on the Supreme
Court, Courts of Ap-
peals, U.S. District Courts
and International Courts
of Trade— counting
nominations to higher
courts as new appoint-
ments. For the biographi-
cal information of each
judge, the AP used data
from the Federal Judicial
Center.

In the case of pend-
ing Trump nominees, re-
porters called each nomi-
nee or their representa-
tive to collect information
on race, gender and
birthdate. In eight cases
where nominees de-
clined to give their race,
officials familiar with the
information confirmed
that all identified them-
selves as White males.

Texas Longhorns

West Virginia
Mountaineers

on ESPN
Nov 18, Noon

@
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THE 2017 TEXAS BOOK FESTIVAL,
A GRAND SUCCESS By Naomi Richard

AUSTIN, TX - The
prestigious Texas Book
Festival (TBF) was held
November 2-5, 2017 in
downtown Austin, featur-
ing over 250 nationally and
critically acclaimed au-
thors using over 20 venues
including the State Capitol.
The festival was home to
80 exhibitors, live music,
local food trucks, family
activities, and countless
opportunities to meet au-
thors and fellow book lov-
ers.

Below are highlights of
a few authors from the ex-
tensive list of presenters.

This year the Book
Festival drew 2 major key-
note speakers. American
journalist and the former
news anchor for the CBS
Evening News Dan Rather,
author of the highly antici-
pated new book What
Unites Us: Reflections on
Patriotism; and actor,
screenwriter, director and
producer actor, screen-
writer, director, and pro-
ducer Tom Hanks author
of Uncommon Type. The
keynotes sold out in min-
utes after the announce-
ment was made of their
attendance.

Andrea J Loney, win-
ner of the 2014 Lee & Low
New Voices Award for her
picture book biography
Take a Picture of Me,
James Vanderzee! (Lee &
Low Books), filled the fes-
tival with a wonderful
children’s experience for
the little readers! Loney is
also the author of
Bunnybear (Albert
Whitman & Company),
and Double Bass Blues
(Knopf, Spring 2019). She
lives in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia.

Black Poets Speak
Out was launched to rally
poets and allies to respond
against police violence
and injustice. In a brief
time, hundreds of poetry
videos were posted and
shared internationally
across social media out-
lets. Cofounders Amanda
Johnston and Mahogany L.
Browne and 2017 Pulitzer
Prize winner for Poetry
Tyehimba read their work
and discussed poetry as a
vehicle for communica-
tion, education, and
change during the Book
Festival.(

America’s racial di-
vide is woven into our

country’s history. The is-
sues we’re confronting to-
day—racial profiling, the
criminal justice system,
the long lineage of white
rage—are nothing new.
Carol Anderson, author of
the National Book Critics
Circle Award-winning
book White Rage, and
Angela J. Davis, editor of
the essay collection Polic-
ing the Black Man, framed
the forces opposed to
black progress in America
in a discussion on the is-
sues that drive our racial
divide.(

Founded in 1995 by
First Lady Laura Bush, the
Texas Book Festival is a
non-profit organization.
Contributions are wel-
comed to help produce
this popular annual event,
the year-round literary
events, to support their lit-
eracy programs and grants
to Texas public libraries.
Since its founding, the
Book Festival has donated
nearly $3 million to Texas
public libraries and do-
nated more than 81,000
books to students in Title I
schools through their
Reading Rock Stars pro-
gram.

Texas Book Festival/Photo by Bob Daemmrich

The Trail runs December 9th – 23rd, 2017, open
from 7:00pm to 10:00pm nightly.

ZIP Fast Passes and Platinum Passes may
enter as early as 6:00 pm. The Trail of Lights is
rain or shine barring extreme weather conditions.

General admission access to the Trail is FREE
for all ages December 9-14 & 18, 19.

Experience the Trail in luxury with a Platinum
Pass! Platinum tickets offer priority entry before
the public at 6pm, a private Platinum Lounge, golf
cart shuttle, rides on the Ferris wheel or carou-
sel. Private restrooms, refreshments, and more!

TRAIL of LIGHTS
@ZILKER PARK
DECEMBER 9-23
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