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First African American Fire Chief
Sworn in for City of Austin

By Adrienne Rison-Isom | Special to the VILLAGER

Austin Fire Department Chief Joel Baker.  (Photo/KVUE)

(AUSTIN, TX) – Monday December 10th the
Austin Fire Department swore in Mr. Joel Baker as
its first African American Fire Chief. The historic cer-
emony and reception occurred at Austin’s City Hall
Building, located in the downtown Austin area.

Joel Baker hails from the Atlanta, Georgia area,
specifically East Point, GA Fire Department.

Baker began his career in this profession in
1986.Two years later, he joined the Atlanta Fire Res-
cue Department where he was promoted to serve
as Lieutenant in the Field Operations Division and
the Fire Training Academy. Baker also served as Cap-
tain of the department’s Hazardous Material / Tech-
nical Rescue Unit, Deputy Fire Chief for Airport Op-
erations, Assistant Chief to the Office of Support
Services, and finally, as fire chief.

Joel Baker is a U.S. Veteran. He served as a Ma-
rine, as well as served 10 years in the Navy Reserve.

Academically he earned an Associate Degree
in Applied Fire Science, a Bachelor of Science in Hu-
man Resources Development and a Master of Pub-

lic Administration.
Baker was chosen by Austin City Manager

Spencer Cronk out of more than 80 contenders
throughout the U.S., who applied for the position.
Baker stated, “You won’t have to look for me. I will
be very present”.

A host of City and Government Officials were
present, as well as handsomely dressed in blue Fire
Fighters from Austin and beyond.

Mr. Marvin Douglas, who is one out of the first
four African Americans hired by Austin was chosen
to honorably pin the badge of gold on the new Chief.
He was accompanied by Mr. Albert Walker, another
former Austin Fire Fighter.

Baker, will take over Chief Tom Dodds’ po-
sition. Dodd warmly welcomed Chief Baker.
Tom Dodd also presented his own wife a sur-
prise bouquet of flowers. He stated, that his
wife supported him faithfully throughout his
career. Briefly afterwards, Dodd also welcomed
Mrs. Baker and daughter.

“BACK ROADS” NOW PLAYING AT
GALAXY THEATER HIGHLAND

By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Entertainment
(VILLAGER NEWS) - Based on the Oprah’s Book

Club selection and New York Times bestselling novel
by Tawni O’Dell, BACK ROADS explores the impact
of family trauma with a powerful and visceral noir
thriller that leaves audiences breathless until the
last moment. The film is directed by and stars Alex
Pettyfer (ELVIS & NIXON, THE STRANGE ONES), as
well as Jennifer Morrison (TV’s Once Upon a Time),
Nicola Peltz (TRANSFORMERS: AGE OF EXTINC-
TION), Chiara Aurelia (GERALD’S GAME), Hala Finley
(TV’s Man With a Plan), June Carryl (SWEET NOVEM-
BER), with Robert Patrick (TV’s Scorpion), and Os-
car nominated Juliette Lewis (AUGUST: OSAGE
COUNTY).

The film is released via Samuel Goldwyn Films
in theaters and now showing at the Galaxy High-
land in Austin.

After his mother, (Juliette Lewis), is imprisoned
for killing his abusive father, Harley Altmyer (Alex
Pettyfer) is left to care for his three younger sisters
in rural Pennsylvania. Harley forgoes his college
education, working dead-end jobs to pay the bills

See INCEST AND INSTABILITY, page 3

Omarosa
takes swipe

at fired
John Kelly

By Defender News
Service

 (DEFENDER NEWS)
- There’s an old saying:
what goes around
comes around. That’s
how Omarosa Manigault
Newman responded to
news that the White
House chief of staff John
Kelly, who fired Omarosa
last year, was ousted
from his job.

The former reality
TV star called Kelly’s dis-
missal “karma.”

President Donald
Trump announced Satur-
day that Kelly will leave
his job by the end of this
year. Kelly was increas-
ingly isolated in the
White House and lost
favor with the president,
according to the Associ-
ated Press.

“John Kelly will be
leaving — I don’t know
if I can say retiring — but
he’s a great guy. John
Kelly will be leaving at
the end of the year. We’ll
be announcing who will
be taking John’s place —
it might be on an interim
basis. I’ll be announcing
that over the next day or
two, but John will be
leaving at the end of the
year. … I appreciate his
service very much,” the
See ISSUES, page 2

Black Austin Dems
honor community

leaders.
See CHRISTMAS

Page 6

The intellectual
heartbeat of East

Austin opens new CEI.
See HUSTON

Page 2

Matriarch against
voter suppression
passes at age 97.

See EATON
Page 5

Voters Have
finished the

job!
    The new Austin City
Council is not complete.
The December 11 runoff
election decided the final
3 seats on the 11 member
council.  Up for grabs
was District 1, 3 and 8.
Austin’s African Ameri-
can community put a lot
of effort in to place 1.
This is the seat that is
held by the lone African
American on the council.
   When the council
changed from an At-
large system of electing
the council to the current
district system, it could
be the last time for
District 1 to be
represented by an
African American. There
was more concern when
the community was
changed to an area that
was no longer occupied
by a majority of African
Americans.
   The final results of the
runoff election showed
the Natasha Harper-
Madison defeated
Mariana Salazar with
72% if the vote. She will
replace Ora Houston in
District 1.
Io Renteria defeated his
sister Susana Almanza to
represent District 3.
And Paige Ellis defeated
Frank Ward for the
District 8 seat.
   Austin also elected a
new School Board
Trustee. Arati Singh
defeated Carmen Tilton
for the At-Large position
9 on the board. All of
these newly elected
officials will need the
support of the entire
community in their new
rolls.
   It is also a good time
to start to pay attention
of all of the Places and
Districts where we elect
people to serve.  And it
is time for us to accept
the new political situ-
ation.  Everyone is
eligible to run for office
in the area where they
live. There are no more
G e n t l e m a n ’ s
Agreements. “ Every tub
must sit on its own
bottom.” We all have a
right to represent our
community.



Page 2 ~ THE VILLAGER/December 14, 2018                         THE COMMUNIQUÉ                           www.theaustinvillager.com

Huston-Tillotson Center for Entrepreneurship
and Innovation Grand Opening Day

RIBBON CUTTING (L-R): HT director for
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Hector
Gomez Macfarland, City of AUSTIN interim
deputy director for economic development
Sylvia Holt-Rabb, HT board of trustee
member Carol L. McDonald, HT president
and CEO Colette Pierce-Burnette, HT dean of
business and technology Steven Edmund.
(Photo/John Harris)

By John Harris Jr. | VILLAGER Contributor

(AUSTIN, TX) - Describing Huston-Tillotson as
the “intellectual heartbeat of East Austin,” president
and CEO Colette Pierce-Burnette announced last
week that the school’s new Center for Entrepreneur-
ship and Innovation (CEI) will offer students the
opportunity to earn a graduate degree in Business
Administration. Located approximately 2 1/2 miles
from HT’s home campus at the Center for Social In-
novation on Springdale Road, the CEI will play an
important role in connecting the HBCU institution
with the surrounding community.

“We’re here to service the community,”
Burnette told the audience at the Dec. 6 event. “Aus-
tin wants Huston-Tillotson to be a success. This is a
part of our transformation and our growth. We’ve
shown grit and determination for 143 years. It’s time
for us to be innovative. This is an example of that.”

Burnette thanked Steven Edmund, dean of HT’s
school of Business and Technology, for carrying out
her vision and making CEI a reality. Edmund, in turn,
introduced program director Hector Gomez
Macfarland, a faculty member in the school of Busi-
ness and Technology.

Macfarland said CEI will work with budding
develop entrepreneurs such as current HT student
Sean Gooden, who is developing a line of cookies
and was in attendance, as well as developing

intrapreneurs.
“Not everyone wants to be an entrepreneur,”

Macfarland said. “We will prepare people to bring
new ideas to reality.”

Mayor Steve Adler proclaimed Dec. 6 as
“Huston-Tillotson Center for Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Grand Opening Day.”

“This is a historic day. This is our first formal
offsite partnership with Huston-Tillotson through
our small business division,” said City of Austin Eco-
nomic Development Interim Deputy Director Sylvia
Holt-Rabb. “Hopefully, it’s the continuation of alliances
that we have already established in East Austin. Austin’s
colleges and universities are a part of our integral fab-
ric and it’s important that we form strategic partner-
ships that serve the public’s emerging needs. The Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurship and Innovation has been es-
tablished to serve not only entrepreneurship students
but also the community at large who need help start-
ing and growing a business.”

Holt-Rabb said CEI dovetails the city’s Strate-
gic Direction 2023 plan, which includes students as
well as citizens and focuses on developing business
plans, strengthening women and minority-owned
businesses and building pathways for those who are
difficult to employ. “The city looks forward to work-
ing hand-in-hand with the center as we develop
programs and deliver them for the 21st century en-
trepreneur,” Holt-Rabb said.

president stated.
In December 2017, Kelly fired Omarosa who

worked at the White House as an aide to Trump.
Omarosa provided NBC Newswith an audio recording
in August of Kelly firing her in the Situation Room.

“It’s come to my attention over the last few
months that there’s been some pretty, in my opin-
ion, significant integrity issues,” Kelly told Omarosa.

She took it as a threat when Kelly suggested
that a smooth exit from the White House would help
her reputation.

“I think it’s important to understand that if we
can make this a friendly departure we can all be,

Omarosa was fired by Kelly over supposedly
 “significant integrity issues” continued from page 1

you know, you can look at your time here in the
White House as a year of service to the nation, and
then you can go on without any type of difficulty in
the future relative to your reputation,” Kelly said
on the tape.

Kelly, a retired Marine Corps four-star general
came to the White House in June 2017 after serv-
ing briefly as Trump’s homeland security secretary.
He was expected to be the adult in the room and
bring order to the chaotic White House.

His no-nonsense approach to managing the
White House and who had access to the president
alienated some Trump allies, causing him to become

isolated to have a diminished role, according to the
Associated Press. At the same time, he openly talked
about the tribulations of working for the president,
which angered Trump.

During this time at the White House, Kelly cre-
ated controversy when he tried to slander Florida’s
Democratic Rep. Frederica Wilson, who was feud-
ing with Trump over his mistreatment of Army Sgt.
La David Johnson’s widow Myeshia Johnson.

Kelly also ignited controversy when he disre-
garded slavery as a cause of the Civil War and
praised Confederate General Robert E. Lee during
an interview with Fox News.
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 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
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Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l

Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,

Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,

Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am

BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net

www.newlincolnmbc.org
Rev. Darron E. Patterson

Pastor

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)

Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

GO YE EVANGELISTIC GOSPEL MISSION
(Arena of Refuge and Liberty)

Venu: Super 8, 8128 N. Interstate 35
Austin, Texas 78753

CHURCH WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays: Sunday Celebration 9am - 12 noon

Wednesdays: Systematic Bible Study 6pm-7:30 pm
Fri: “I Believe in Miracle” Prayer Meetings 6-7:30

Join Operation PUSH Prayerline Team Every
Friday @ 6:pm

REV. SAMUEL EHIMEN, Minister in-charge
Tel: 512-506-1645

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.

Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval

Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road - Austin, Texas 78723-1843

(512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Phone: (512) 478-1875
Fax: (512) 478-1892

Bus Ministry: (512) 478-1875

Worship Service          8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training      10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Sunday Services

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street, Austin, TX 78702

and raise his siblings, including his rebellious
and promiscuous 16-year-old sister, Amber (Nicola
Peltz). Scarred by his past, Harley becomes infatu-
ated with Callie Mercer (Jennifer Morrison) the
older married woman who lives nearby. Things take
a dangerous turn when they embark on an affair
and shocking family secrets soon begin to emerge.
As Harley’s life spirals out of control, unspoken
truths leading to a devastating conclusion come to
the surface and threaten to consume him.

In a time where mental health problems and
broken homes seem to plague our headlines, BACK
ROADS delicately unveil the dark door of incest and
mental instability. It unveils the reason behind ac-
tions we may see on the nightly news. It takes you
on a journey as troubled family members attempt

BACK ROADS tells a story of incest
and mental instability     continued from page 1

to find some sense of normalcy. As horrible as it
may sound, the characters actually represent
someone’s living nightmare…someone’s reality.
Much of the story unveils a dysfunctional family torn
from its core.

Like actress June Carryl, the thriller’s Psychia-
trist, you may find yourself attached to Harley. Feel-
ing sorry for this youngster who’s prematurely
thrown into adulthood, with the weight of the world
on his shoulders and with his own mental chal-
lenges. Like many around us, Harley is able to func-
tion and is capable of following a routine. Yet be-
neath the surface, there is a raging bull finding it
harder and harder to stay inside.

Don’t leave early…there is a shocking end that
awaits!

BACK ROADS - Film Psychiatrist June Carryl comforts Harley Altmyer (Alex Pettyfer).
(Photo courtesy of Samuel Goldwyn Films.)

Facing pressure, McConnell agrees
to criminal justice vote   By Defender News Service

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell

(DEFENDER NEWS) - Under pressure from
President Donald Trump and many of his Republi-
can colleagues, Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell said Tuesday that he will bring legisla-
tion to the floor to overhaul the nation’s federal
sentencing laws.

McConnell’s decision comes after more than
three years of overtures from a large, bipartisan
group of senators who support the criminal justice
bill. Trump announced his support for the legisla-
tion last month, but McConnell treaded cautiously
as a handful of members in his caucus voiced con-
cerns that it would be too soft on violent criminals.

Texas Sen. John Cornyn, the No. 2 Republican,
said Trump’s push for the legislation was “critical to
the outcome.”

“Sen. McConnell was always concerned about
the small window of time that we have to do all
these things we need to do, but the president was
insistent that this be included,” he said.

If the legislation passes, it would be a major
bipartisan policy achievement for this Congress and
the largest sentencing overhaul in decades. AshLee
Strong, a spokeswoman for House Speaker Paul
Ryan, said, “The House stands ready to act on the
revised Senate criminal justice reform bill.” Ryan has
long supported sentencing reform and is retiring at
the end of the session.

Most Senate Democrats support the bill, which
would revise 1980s and ’90s-era “tough on crime”
laws to boost rehabilitation efforts for federal pris-
oners and give judges more discretion when sen-

See PROFOUND EFFECT, page 5
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Adopt a Child Believe it or Not

For some reason I
have started to pay more
attention to the daily
news. As I view the dif-
ferent networks I get
sometime different
viewpoints.

Therefore it gets
sometimes confused.
Just what show is really
the truth.  There is one
thing I find that is a con-
stant. It is they talk
about the president
(Trump). Half the cable
news is always about
him. It seems its about
only his viewpoint. Glo-
bal warming or climate
change? It what did he
say or his experts. Is the

worlds opinion? Do the
super wealthy  need a
tax break or the middle
class? Affordable health
care do we really need
it? Especially since the
health care industry
needs to make a profit.
Their investors want to
make a larger profit
don't they. I wonder
should we sometime
just don't pay attention
to it at all.  The politician
don't agree on much of
anything.

One thing I realize
is that none of them
seem to be poor. I have
some relatives that be-
lieve that you can not
even trust a lot of man's
past written history.
Then I was force to
watch the show "Fact or
Fiction".  That show did
not help one bit.
"Ripley's Believe or not"
didn't help either. Then
last was when I was told
that their over 1,000
churches in America. All
are a little different but
all say the believe in a
God.

Tyler  Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

This holiday sea-
son, all the teachers at
Cedar Ridge High School
in Round Rock were in-
vited to participate in a
program called Adopt a
Child with their second
period class. Through-
out the second half of
November, teachers
and students bought
toys and necessary
items like clothes and
shoes for their assigned
children, who were all
lower-income elemen-
tary schoolers and
preschoolers. They also
decorated their class-
rooms with all sorts of
Christmas decorations,
including full-sized
Christmas trees in some
cases. On Wednesday,
December 5th, all the
children came to Cedar
Ridge to meet the
teachers and students
that adopted them.

When they arrived
on campus, they ate
lunch and watched a
performance put on by
our dance department.

Christmas Baby
Each child had two high
school escorts who
brought them to their as-
signed classroom after
lunch. The children were
then able to enjoy a party
put on by the class and
open their gifts.

My second period
teacher didn’t participate
in Adopt a Child, but my
English teacher doesn’t
have a second period
class, so she invited stu-
dents from all her classes
to come and help her. Our
child was only five, and
when she arrived with her
escorts, she was shy and
didn’t talk much.  We had
a wide variety of food set
up for her, including
pizza, cookies, brown-
ies, Goldfish, chips, and
juice pouches, but all
she really wanted was a
plateful of Goldfish. The
best part was when she
opened her presents.
Every time she opened
a gift, she would gasp
and open her eyes wide.
Her biggest reaction
was to a headband that
had a unicorn horn and
fluffy ears on it. Her
smile spread across her
entire face and she im-
mediately put the
headband on her head.

Due to economic
hardships, the Adopt a
Child kids may not have
gotten any Christmas pre-
sents without this pro-
gram. It felt so good to
make someone else’s
Christmas special.

Zaila Pearl Rowland
TOPS

In 2009 I was my
family’s greatest Christ-
mas gift. I wasn’t born on
Christmas but the day be-
fore. I was supposed to be
born on Dec 26th the day
after Christmas, but God
had other plans. When
people find out my birth-
day is on Christmas Eve
they always say I am lucky
because I get extra pre-
sents. I am very blessed to
have parents that don’t
combine my birthday and

The Big Bang Theory

Christmas. Every year I
have a party on my birth-
day and then we cel-
ebrate Christmas.

This year I am turn-
ing 9 years old. For my
party this year I decided I
wanted a nice dinner
party where everyone
dresses up. At home we
made a Christmas count-
down tree but secretly I
am counting down to my
birthday. I am glad I was
not born on Christmas
day. Trying to celebrate
my birthday on a day we
observe Jesus’ birth
would be difficult. This is
my last year in my single
digits and I am really ex-
cited. We are already
making plans to go to
New York for my 10th

birthday and hopefully
that plan works out.
Please pray that I have a
birthday full of Happiness,
Peace, Family and Love.
Also, I am accepting gifts
of all kinds.

Have you ever won-
dered how God created
the world we live in? The
universe that lies above
our heads? Well after
the Big Bang" everything
started to evolve leading
to catastrophic events

and that is why the earth
has a shape.

The Big Bang is pre-
vailing cosmological
model for the observ-
able universe from the
earliest known periods
through its subsequent
large scale evolution.
Before the bang theory
scientists said the uni-
verse was very hot, small
and dense.

Lastly, the big bang
was very important in
the evolution of the
world we live in. This
event is changed every-
thing about the earth as
we know it making it
greater and better.
Thank you for reading

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

Young and Unapologetically Black Part 2

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards
For those of you

who did not know, my
last article was part of a
memoir I had to turn in
for my English class. Last
week was a preview, here
is the memoir continued.
"My mama raised me as
a single parent. My daddy
departed when I was
young, yes I knew him,
and yes I have a small
source of contact with
him. Endlessly, I would
cry myself to sleep wait-
ing for him to come
home. Constantly, I
would think about him.
I’d call his phone, no an-
swer, then I would blame
myself for his departure.
I struggled, but I now re-
alize that the people who
struggled the most, was
my family. Imagine ex-
plaining to a five-year-old
that her daddy and sib-
lings were not gonna re-
turn to her. Imagine the
face she made and the

questions she would ask.
Imagine the river of tears
pouring from her face on
a day to day basis.

You can think about
it, but no one will ever
truly understand unless
they’ve been through it.
My family are the men-
tors of my life. No one in
my family is perfect, rich,
or have the pleasure of
not having to work their
hardest each and every
day. My family has its is-
sues, like everyone else,
but we come together in
the end. I look up to my
family, I’ve taken a piece
of each of them as I’ve
grown. I know my
strengths and weak-
nesses come from them,
and you’ll never hear me
complain. It’s strange to
think that my family went
through expectations as
well, at that time they
were much worse. The
fact that they broke
through those barriers is
amazing to me. Once,
someone told my mama
that she would never be
a successful mother or
have a successful child.
My mama is the most
successfully, driven
woman I know." This is
not the end, part three
will come next week.
Please continue reading.

Winter Wonderland

Winter Wonder-
land at Circuit Of The
Americas (COTA) has the
Chinese Lantern Festival.
The laterns have steel

frames that are colorful
with LED lights.  There is
also an outdoor ice skat-
ing rink, a petting zoo,
tunnel of lights, camel
rides, and live music.

W inter Wonder-
land started on Novem-
ber 29 - December 30,
2018.  The tickects are
sixteen dollars.  Children
ages five and under get
in free.  They also have
an all you can ride wrist-
band for carnival rides.
You will have to pay ex-
tra for ice skating rent-
als, carnival rides, and
camel rides.

Joshua Moore
Manor New Tech M.S.

Ruby George
Cele Middle School

Tis’ The Season

I’m very excited for
Christmas this year. Not
necessarily for presents.
Since I am getting older,
I am more excited for the
school break and not
having to wake up early
in the morning. I love the
way the Christmas sea-
son makes me feel.
When I am excited, I nor-
mally get cold, or I don’t
go to sleep as quick as I
normally do.  That’s
what happens to me on
Christmas Eve. The

Christmas lights on my
street are so pretty.

If you ask me, I
think we have the best
Christmas lights because
we have all red, and
that’s the main Christ-
mas color. Whenever I
go to sleep, I see our star
shower moving lights
shine through my win-
dow. When my parents
wrap gifts they tell me
and my sister to stay up-
stairs. We can always
hear the music playing in
their room while they
wrap. I can’t wait for
Christmas, it’s the best
time of year. Fun fact:
Did you know that Santa
Claus’ attire was origi-
nally green until the
Coca-Cola company
planned a commercial
for Christmas time in
1930, and they featured
Santa Claus, but
changed his attire to red.

Handwriting Tips

How good is your
handwriting? I was sur-
prised to read that 69%
of the population has
bad handwriting. Bad
handwriting can have
negative outcomes at

school and at work. For
example, you might get
a lower grade on an as-
signment or test if the
teacher is unable to read
your writing.  At work,
your boss may think that
you are not doing a good
job or cannot do your
job if he cannot read
your writing.

I researched to find
out what you can do to
improve your handwrit-
ing. You should choose a
writing pen or pencil
that feels comfortable
between your fingers.
Then practice writing

while holding the pen in
various positions. For a
neater presentation,
practice consistency
with spacing and sizing
of your letters. This will
make your handwriting
easier to read.  Also
make sure that capital
letters look larger than

lowercase letters.
If you want to im-

prove your writing, try the
tips that I have shared.
You don’t have to make
special time. You can
practice while doodling,
just scribbling on paper, or
while you are watching
television. Give it a try!

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville M. S.
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IN MEMORIAM: Rosanell Eaton,
Queen Mother of Voting Rights, Dies at 97

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire
Correspondent

Considered a
Queen Mother and a
leader in the struggle
and movement for free-
dom, justice and equal-
ity, Rosanell Eaton
proved a true matriarch
to many civil rights lead-
ers — especially when it
came to the fight against
voter suppression.

Eaton died on Sat-
urday, Dec. 8, in her
home in Louisburg,
North Carolina. She was
97.

“Ms. Rosanell
Eaton was the 97-year-
old matriarch in our
four-year successful
court fight against voter
suppression, from 2013
to 2016,” Rev. Dr. Will-
iam Barber, the architect
of the Forward Together
Moral Monday Move-
ment, and president of
the North Carolina
NAACP, said in a state-
ment early Sunday.

“While alive, she
stayed focused on the
prize of justice for all,”
said Barber, who also
serves as pastor of the
Greenleaf Christian
Church (Disciples of
Christ) in Goldsboro and
is president of Repairers
of the Breach. “She once
told me, ‘They think I’m

gonna die before this
case is over, but I’m not
gonna die. I’m fed up
and fired up.”

Social media users
joined the millions who
mourned Eaton.

In a tribute, The
New York Times noted
that Eaton was “an ob-
scure civil rights pioneer
in her younger years,
who became a cause
célèbre after President
Barack Obama cited her
courage in his response
to a 2015 article in The
New York Times Maga-
zine about growing ef-
forts to dismantle the
protections of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.

“I was inspired to
read about unsung
American heroes like

Rosanell Eaton in Jim
Rutenberg’s ‘A Dream
Undone: Inside the 50-
year campaign to roll
back the Voting Rights
Act,’ ” Obama wrote in a
letter to the editor. “I am
where I am today only
because men and
women like Rosanell
Eaton refused to accept
anything less than a full
measure of equality.”

As noted in the
Times tribute, a year af-
ter the president’s letter,
the Supreme Court, in a
4-4 vote, let stand a fed-
eral appeals court judg-
ment upholding the law-
suit spearheaded by Ms.
Eaton and other plain-
tiffs. The ruling struck
down a North Carolina
statute whose provi-

sions “target African-
Americans with almost
surgical precision” in
what the court called an
effort to depress black
turnout at the polls.

One of seven chil-
dren born on a farm in
North Carolina, Eaton
attended segregated
schools and used segre-
gated bathrooms. How-
ever, she always counted
as an advocate for voting
rights.

The T imes noted
that in her first act of
defiance, when she was
21, she went to the
Franklin County Court-
house in Louisburg.
Three white men con-
fronted her there and
demanded to know
what she wanted.

“I’m here to regis-
ter to vote,” she said.

They told her that
she could register only if
she could recite from
memory the Preamble
to the Constitution of
the United States. It was
a common ruse, dis-
guised as a literacy test,
to turn away black vot-
ers. The valedictorian of
her high school class,
she complied without
hesitation.

She registered and
cast her ballot that year,
1942, becoming one of
the state’s first black vot-
ers since Reconstruc-
tion.

She voted in nearly
every election thereaf-
ter. For more than 40
years, she was a county

poll worker on election
days, and a special reg-
istrar commissioner,
helping some 4,000
people to register to
vote.

In 1950, she joined
the National Association
for the Advancement of
Colored People, and for
more than 60 years par-
ticipated in protests
against racial discrimina-
tion, including the 1963
March on Washington
for Jobs and Freedom.

During the civil
rights turmoil of the
1960s, she and her fam-
ily were threatened re-
peatedly by night riders,
according to federal
court papers.

She awoke several
times to the crackle of
burning crosses outside
her home. Farm equip-
ment was damaged one
night, and bullets were
fired into a shed and into
the farmhouse. One
struck just below her
bedroom window.

“God bless
[Eaton],” said NNPA
President and CEO Dr.
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.,
who was a close friend
of Eaton’s. “The struggle
and movement for free-
dom, justice and equal-
ity continues,” he said.
“Matriarch Queen
Mother Leader Rosanell
Eaton … rest in peace.”

94 Year Old Rosanell Eaton Speaks at NC’s America’s Journey for Justice Rally.
(Photo: YouTube)

tencing nonviolent
offenders. It would at-
tempt to focus the
toughest sentences on
the most violent of-
fenders, lowering man-
datory minimum sen-
tences for some non-
violent drug offenses
and reducing the life
sentence for some drug
offenders with three
convictions, or “three
strikes,” to 25 years.

Supporters say the
changes would make the
nation’s criminal justice
system fairer, reduce
overcrowding in federal
prisons and save tax-
payer dollars. The bill
would affect only federal
prisoners, who make up
roughly 10 percent of
the country’s prison
population. Several
states have passed simi-
lar laws that apply to
state prisons.

“It is an opportu-
nity to correct manifest
injustices in the system,”
said Texas Sen. Ted Cruz,
who signed on to the
legislation last week af-
ter supporters agreed to

make tweaks to guard
against violent criminals
being released early.
“There are far too many
young black men who
find themselves incar-
cerated for years or even
decades based on non-
violent drug offenses.”

Republican Sen.
Rand Paul of Kentucky,
another supporter, said
he thinks the legislation
became “a more con-
sensus product” after
Cruz’s tweaks were ac-
cepted and he an-
nounced his support.

“We’re going to
have a lot of people on
board,” Paul said. “And
it’s the right thing to do.”

Democratic Sen.
Cory Booker of New
Jersey, a leading propo-
nent of the bill, said if
the legislation is
passed, it will have “a
profound effect on
thousands of families
who have been suffer-
ing as a result of this
broken system.” He
said many of the bill’s
beneficiaries would be
African-American.

Booker said the bill
isn’t “all the way there”
in terms of the sentenc-
ing reforms that he and
other Democrats would
have liked, but it would
“take a step in the right
direction and correct the
ills of the last 25, 30
years.”

The bill has been a
priority for Trump’s son-
in-law, Jared Kushner,
who has worked behind
the scenes with support-
ive Republican senators
over the last two years
and pushed Trump to
support it. It was also a
top issue for former
President Barack
Obama, who had hoped
to see the bill become
law before he left office.

Supporters have
long said that the bill
would pass if McConnell
would just put it on the
floor. But McConnell
hesitated as some vocal
members of his caucus
said the bill would allow
the release of violent fel-
ons — a charge that GOP
supporters denied.

McConnell said he

was moving the bill as
soon as this week “at the
request of the presi-
dent” and following im-
provements to the legis-
lation.

The Senate’s most
vocal opponent, Re-
publican Sen. Tom Cot-
ton of Arkansas, said
the revised legislation
“still has major prob-
lems and allows early
release for many cat-
egories of serious, vio-
lent criminals.” Cotton
said he will introduce
amendments to the
legislation on the floor,
suggesting he could de-
lay its passage as sena-
tors try to wrap up be-
fore Christmas.

Senate Judiciary
Committee Chairman
Chuck Grassley, the
legislation’s lead spon-
sor, has not yet released
the text of the legisla-
tion. Louisiana Sen. John
Kennedy, a Republican
who has also been skep-
tical of the bill, said he
was waiting to see it be-
cause he wants to “try to
figure out how many

people they are going to
let go.”

While senators
have been pressuring
McConnell to take up
the bill for years, the
pressure ramped up in
recent weeks as the ses-
sion neared an end and
supporters worried that
Democrats taking the
House majority in Janu-
ary would want to re-
write the bill. Kushner
spoke with senators
regularly — daily, in
some cases — and ap-
peared on Fox News
Channel’s “Hannity” on
Monday night, urging
McConnell to take it up.

Trump said Tuesday
that the bill has “great”
support and was “going
to be passing, hope-
fully.”

“Thanks to Leader
McConnell for agreeing to
bring a Senate vote on
Criminal Justice this
week!” Trump tweeted.
“These historic changes
will make communities
SAFER and SAVE tremen-
dous taxpayers dollars. It
brings much needed

hope to many families
during the Holiday Sea-
son.”

Supporters who
have been pushing the
bill for years — including
many law enforcement
organizations, liberal ad-
vocacy groups and ma-
jor GOP donors —
praised McConnell’s an-
nouncement.

The American Civil
Liberties Union encour-
aged senators to vote for
the legislation, saying it
“makes modest but im-
portant improvements
to our criminal justice
system.”

Holly Harris, ex-
ecutive director of the
advocacy group Jus-
tice Action Network,
said McConnell’s deci-
sion is “an incredibly
groundbreaking mo-
ment” and emotional
for the broad coalition
that has been working
on it for so long.

“I never doubted
the leader would be
on the right side of
history on this bi ll,”
Harris said.

N.J. Senator Cory
Booker says the new
legislation will have
“profound effect on

thousands of families”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 U.S. Senator Cory Booker
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Black Austin Democrats Host Annual Christmas Party

On December 9,
2018, the Black Austin
Democrats (BAD) held
their annual Christmas
party in Austin. The
event was well attended
by elected officials, com-
munity leaders, and resi-
dents. Some of the
elected officials present
were:  Councilman
Jimmy Flannigan, Con-
gressman Lloyd Doggett,
Texas State House repre-
sentative Sheryl Cole,
Judge Yvonne Williams
and many more.

Black Austin Dems
honored several promi-
nent leaders that have

continued to make a dif-
ference and impact

throughout the commu-
nity. Nelda Wells Spears

Distinguished Service
Award, presented to

Travis County Commis-
sioner Jeff Travillion, ac-

cepting the Grassroots
Award was Lamanda
Ballard earned the
Emerging Leader Award,
Neal Whetstone took
the Beacon of Light
Award, Royce Brooks
and Tommy Wyatt both
were honored with the
Lifetime Achievement
Award.

Moreover, it was a
night to enjoy but reflect on
the post-election outcome.
All awardees expressed
that, with the outcome of
the recent election, there
is a need for them to work
harder to provide better
outcomes for the African
American community in
Central Texas.  Congress-
man Lloyd Doggett at-
tended the party.

Black Austin Democrats Awardees. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Black Pflugerville Hosts
Kwanzaa Celebration

Pictured left to right: Meme Styles and
Ms. Alicia. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

On December 17th,
Black Pflugerville will be
teaming up with
Diaspora Vote, to hold to
discuss the upcoming
Kwanzaa celebration.
According to the orga-
nizers, "in the spirit of
the season, come out to
Black Pflugerville's De-
cember meeting and as-
sist us in planning our
Kwanzaa feast."

Black businesses
and vendors are encour-
aged to attend in order
to secure their spot in
the festivities. Booths
are free and holding the
pillar of Ujamaa strong,
Black Pflugerville wants
to uplift as many compa-
nies and corporations as

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

possible.
Finally, Black

Pflugerville and the Afri-
can Diaspora plan to
hold the event at the

end of December. Mark
your calendars for De-
cember 29, 2018, from
1:00 - 3:00 pm for an af-
ternoon of fellowship.

TexAfrica Market Festival
by Tsoke

(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Over the years, the
African Diaspora com-
munity population has
continued increase.
Austin and Pflugerville,
Texas has been a hot-
spot for new African
business owners due to
its growing economy.
Moreover, numerous Af-
rican business owners
are seeking to become
more mainstream.

On December 15,
2018, the Texas Africa
Bazaar will take place on
12th street and Chicon in
East Austin.  According
to the organizer, this
event is meant to unite
various African busi-
nesses, giving them high

visibility within the com-
munity.

This will be a fam-
ily-friendly experience.

In addition, there will be
performances from local
African Diaspora musi-
cians like Abou Sylla.

Pictured left to right: Julie & Abou Sylla.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Rockin’ Holiday Extravaganza

Don’t miss our annual one-of-a-kind Holiday Extravaganza with
special guests Nakia and The Invincible Czars for what has become
a “must see” for Austin music lovers. This concert features some
expected favorites while also reaching out to those for whom the
holidays are difficult, offering hope in the form of poignant anthems
and seasonal sing-a-longs.

Museum admission is always free on Thursdays.
The Blanton is located at the intersection of Congress Avenue

and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.
Paid parking is available in the Blanton/Brazos Garage on Brazos

Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.

Thursday, December 20th | 5:30 pm
The Blanton Museum of Art, 200 E Martin Luther King Jr Blvd.

City and UP Art Studio Call on Artists to
Transform Traffic Signal Cabinets

The City of Austin and UP Art Studio are inviting artists to bring
local flair to Austin streets. The Austin Transportation Department
has contracted with UP Art Studio to bring the studio's Mini Murals
program to the department's new Artbox Program, which makes
traffic signal control cabinets at intersections available as canvases
for artists.

UP Art Studio has opened a call for artists, inviting local Austin
artists to submit their qualifications for the opportunity to create an
artbox, or mini mural on a signal cabinet. The deadline is Sunday,
Dec. 30, 2018.  Applications will be reviewed, and qualifying artists
accepted, to create a registry of artists available for this opportunity
and future projects managed by UP Art Studio. Artists will be com-
pensated $1,000 for their work.

Artists interested in joining the registry can find the open call
guidelines at minimurals.org/austin. The application requires pro-
viding qualifications, images of prior work, a letter of intent, and
other information. Applicants will be notified of results the week of
Jan. 14, 2018.

For more information about the project, visit minimurals.org/
austin.
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Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

New Jobs for the
Week of 12/09/2018
Designer, Instructional

Multiple Locations
Job# 1811049

Specialist, Program-Part-Time
(50%)

San Gabriel Campus
Job# 1811053

Coordinator, Student Conduct
Highland Campus

Job# 1812009
Assistant, Admissions

Riverside Campus
Job# 1812010

Specialist, Area of Study
Advising (Student Services)

Elgin Campus
Job# 1812003

Assistant, Library
Northridge Campus

Job# 1811015
Assistant, Lab

Multiple Locations
Job# 1812006

Kennedy George
weiss high school

  Last Saturday, I got the
opportunity to audition
for a spot in region band.
It was my first time
doing a region audition
in high school. I had
done region auditions in
middle school, but the
music definitelywasn’t
as hard. I’ve worked
hard preparing 3different

Region Auditions
etudes over the past 4
months.
   I have to admit I did
procrastinate learning
them, so I was worried I
wasn’t as prepared as
everyone else. I rode on
a bus with my other
friends auditioning.
         Having my friends
that I’ve gotten close
with this year there with
me definitely helped
with nerves. Just know-
ing that everyone else is
feeling the same feeling
is pretty comforting.
   We got there and I feel
like I performed well,
even though it wasn’t my
best. I ended up getting
11th out of 30 other
clarinets. I also got a spot
in this regions band
because I placed in the
top 18.

KARMA DOES WASHINGTON
 By John Harris Jr. | Villager Sports Writer

QB Alex Smith suffers a broken leg during Washington’s loss to the  Houston Texans. (Reuters)

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Washington’s NFL team
is getting exactly what it
deserves. I thought the
ultimate goal in profes-
sional sports was trying
to win at all costs, but
that isn’t the case with
Redskins owner Daniel
Snyder, who couldn’t
care less about winning
football games while
continuing to gouge fans
with some of the high-
est-priced tickets in the
league.

After losing starting
quarterback Alex Smith
to a horrific leg injury,
Washington promoted
Colt McCoy, the former
Texas Longhorns
standout, creating the
need for a backup. Com-
mon sense indicated
that player should be
Colin Kaepernick, the
best available quarter-
back on the market by a
longshot. You know, the
fellow who beat out
Smith in San Francisco
and guided the 49ers to
back-to-back NFC Cham-
pionship games and
came within a missed
pass interference call of
beating the Baltimore
Ravens in Super Bowl
XLVII. The same guy who
set an NFL single-game
record for rushing yards
by a quarterback in his
first career playoff start.

Right?

Uh … no.
W a s h i n g t o n /

Snyder didn’t want any
part of Kaepernick, the
poster child for ath-
letes kneeling during
the national anthem to
protest the killing of
unarmed black men by
police. Head coach Jay
Gruden made up a
lame excuse about not
signing Kaepernick be-
cause he’s been away
from the game too long
and the coaching staff
would have to teach
him a brand-new of-
fense. Instead, Wash-

ington signed former
first-round draft pick
and longtime bust
Mark Sanchez, who has
played for a total of six
teams - not very well, I
might add. Not only
isn’t Sanchez any good,
neither he nor
Kaepernick - who has
been blackballed by the
NFL - had thrown a pass
in a game since January
1, 2017. So much for
Washington using the
Kaepernick-is-rusty ex-
cuse when the same
logic should have ap-
plied to Sanchez.

Marinate on this.
Washington refused to
sign Kaepernick because
of his national anthem
protest. Yet the Redskins
recently leaped at the
chance to sign talented
but troubled linebacker
Reuben Foster, who has
a history of domestic
violence and was just
released by San Fran-
cisco for - you guessed it
- domestic violence. The
optics surrounding
Washington’s decision
to sign Foster while ig-
noring Kaepernick is ter-
rible.

Back to football. At
the time of the Smith in-
jury, Washington was 6-
5 and in the thick of the
playoff race. But given
the chance to add a
proven winner who
could not only keep
them in the playoff race
but also help them win
the NFC East, the
Redskins passed on
Kaepernick and signed
Sanchez.

Karma, baby.
The head-scratch-

ing transaction sent a
clear message that

Washington isn’t really
interested in winning by
putting the best players
on the field. There’s no
way on a level playing
field that Sanchez is a
better quarterback than
Kaepernick, but Wash-
ington doesn’t seem to
care. When McCoy went
down the following
week against Philadel-
phia, also with a broken
leg, Gruden was forced
to play Sanchez, who
completed 13 of 21
passes for 100 yards
with an interception in a
28-13 loss.

F o l l o w i n g
Washington’s latest de-
bacle, a 40-16 drubbing
by the New York Giants
in which Sanchez com-
pleted 6 of 14 passes for
38 yards and two inter-
ceptions for an embar-
rassing

quarterback rating
of 1.1 and was mercifully
replaced by someone
named Josh Johnson
who has played for 12
NFL teams, Redskins
fans should demand
their money back be-
cause, clearly, their team
isn’t trying to win at all
costs. The likelihood of
Sanchez giving Washing-
ton a better chance to
win than Kaepernick is
slim and none, and slim
just left town.

Colin Kaepernick (#7) is seen here knealing during the National Anthem before an NFL game.

Michelle Obama Extends Tour As Sales
For ‘Becoming’ Top 3 Million

( D E F E N D E R
NEWS) - Former first
lady Michelle Obama is
making a stop in Hous-
ton for her book tour in
March.

After Obama sold
out arenas in 12 differ-
ent cities, Live Nation
and Crown Publishing
announced that addi-
tional dates and cities
have been added in
2019 to “Becoming: An
Intimate Conversation
with Michelle Obama.”

One of those cities
includes Houston, Texas.
The event will be held
March 2 at the Toyota
Center. Fans have a
chance to get tickets
early by registering now
through Wednesday at

10 p.m. For more infor-
mation, click link here.

Tickets will go on
sale for the general pub-
lic on Dec. 15 at
B e c o m i n g M i c h e l l e
Obama.com.

According to the
press release, there will
be a limited of VIP meet
and greet packages with
the former first lady.

“I couldn’t be more
excited to visit even
more cities across the
country and around the
world,” Obama said.
“I’ve been so humbled
by the response to the
tour thus far and the
overwhelming interest
we’ve received from so
many communities we
weren’t able to visit this

year. That’s why I’m
thrilled that we’re able
to expand our conversa-
tions to these new set-
tings and wider audi-
ences. I can’t wait to
continue the discussions
that have been so mean-
ingful for me and, I hope,
for so many others.”

Sales for Michelle
Obama‘s memoir have
topped 3 million and the
former first lady is ex-
tending her book tour
into 2019.

“Becoming,” pub-
lished four weeks ago, is
among the fastest-sell-
ing nonfiction books in
history and already
among the best-selling
political memoirs of all
time.
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Black Panther’ poised to become
an Oscars heavyweight

By Associated Press

(The AP) - “Black
Panther” has, in a way,
already been to the Os-
cars. Much of the film’s
cast was eagerly high-
lighted at March’s cer-
emony: a welcome
splash of blockbuster
luster at an Academy
Awards that largely
lacked it. “Black Pan-
ther” had at the time al-
ready been in theaters
for a few weeks, leading
host Jimmy Kimmel to
note:

“This is a night for
positivity and our plan is
to shine a light on a
group of outstanding
and inspiring films, each
and every one of which
got crushed by ‘Black
Panther’ this weekend,”
said Kimmel while much
of the audience either
laughed or winced. (On
Oscar Sunday alone,
“Black Panther” grossed
$19.9 million.)

As Hollywood’s
awards season properly
gets under way, “Black
Panther” is poised to re-
turn to the Academy
Awards, but this time as
a nominee — and poten-
tially a major one. Ryan
Coogler ’s superhero
sensation has already
notched countless
records, pulverized box-
office myths and set new
marks for inclusivity.
And now, “Black Pan-
ther” is in line to shatter
Oscar norms, too.

All of this year ’s
contenders have by now
screened, and Oscar
prognosticators gener-
ally have “Black Pan-

ther” in, comfortably, as
a best picture nominee.
Both the pundit survey
“Gurus of Gold” and Hol-
lywood Reporter awards
analyst Scott Feinberg
place “Black Panther”
fifth, behind front-run-
ners “A Star Is Born,”
“Roma,” “Green Book”
and “The Favourite.”
Gold Derby slots “Black
Panther” in at No. 7, still
easily within the
category’s range of up to
10 nominees.

Much is still in flux
in the Oscar race ahead
of Thursday morning’s
Golden Globes nomina-
tions. But unless some-
thing drastic happens,
“Black Panther” will next
month become the first
comic book film to be
nominated for best pic-
ture and easily Marvel
Studios’ most significant
Oscar contender ever.

That’s very good
news for ABC’s Feb. 24
telecast which is coming
off an all-time low of
26.5 million viewers.
Some 55.2 million
watched “T itanic”
sweep the 1997 Oscars,
and producers have long
harbored dreams of an-
other big-tent block-
buster pulling viewers to
a broadcast increasingly
dominated by indepen-
dent films like “The
Shape of Water,”
“Moonlight” and “Spot-
light.” Usually, bigger
movies mean bigger rat-
ings.

For the makers of
“Black Panther,” it’s a
new chapter for a film —

with more than $1.3 bil-
lion in ticket sales, the
third-highest all-time
domestic gross and the
biggest box-office hit
ever directed by a black
man — that has already
filled record books.
What does Coogler think
of “Black Panther” as an
Oscar movie?

“Fortunately, I
don’t have to think
about it that much,” the
32-year-old filmmaker of
“Fruitvale Station” and
“Creed” said in an inter-
view. “I’ve grown to have
close relationships with
my collaborators, so I
care about the crafts
people who work on the
film and the actors who
work on the film. Be-
cause of those relation-
ships, I’m happy when
they’re happy. It’s al-
ways nice when people
are recognized for their
work. But beyond that, I
really don’t worry about
it.”

Yet few films will be
watched more closely
through awards season
than “Black Panther,”
which is also in the run-
ning for Ruth Carter’s
costume design, the cin-
ematography of Rachel
Morrison (who last year
became the first woman
ever nominated in the
category), Hannah
Beachler’s production
design, Coogler’s direc-
tion, the script by Joe
Robert Cole and Coogler,
Kendrick Lamar’s song
“All the Stars” and
Michael B. Jordan’s sup-
porting performance.

“Black Panther”
has already been at the
center of the uproar
over the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences’ short-lived
plans to institute a “best
popular film” category.
The academy’s move
was intended to rope in
more box-office hits to
the broadcast, but critics
said such a category
would potentially
ghettoize films like
“Black Panther” from
the prestigious honor of
best picture. (Coogler
declined to address the
category’s scuttling.)

While superhero
films have dominated
multiplexes for the last
decade, the Oscars have
been famously resistant
to them. Ten years ago,
“The Dark Knight”
earned eight nomina-
tions but missed out on
best picture, prompting
the film academy to ex-
pand the category the
following year.

Many of the
academy’s members re-
sent how superheroes
have come to dominate
the industry, but there
have been some signs
lately that anti-Marvel
sentiment is ebbing. Last
year, while “Wonder
Woman” failed to earn a
nod, the Wolverine se-
quel “Logan” became
the first superhero film
nominated for best
adapted screenplay .
This year, best animated
film may also be a super-
hero battle, with
“Incredibles 2” and “Spi-

der-Man: Into the Spi-
der-Verse” among the
favorites.

But the awards
campaign for “Black Pan-
ther” is predicated less
on its superhero DNA
than on its cultural im-
pact and on its personal
nature as, despite its
budget, an auteur film
by one of the most
widely respected young
filmmakers in Holly-
wood. “Black Panther”
last week for a day
played for free in
arthouse theaters na-
tionwide in an event put
on by Art House Conver-
gence and Film Com-
ment.

For Coogler, mak-
ing “Black Panther”
couldn’t be more per-
sonal. It was a journey in
finding his own connec-
tion to Africa. While de-
veloping the script, he
visited South Africa,
Kenya and the Kingdom
of Lesotho — a tiny na-
tion that inspired
Coogler’s Wakanda.

“In simple terms,
the film is what brought
me to the continent,”
says Coogler. “It was kind
of a lifelong thing just to
get there and see it. The
thing that I found was a
sense of identity as an
African person. I found
in those trips and
through that research a
definition for myself of
what it means to be Af-
rican. That was a ques-
tion I was seeking as a
filmmaker.”

Coogler had a
sense he wasn’t alone in

wanting that connec-
tion, that others felt a
need for it, too. “But,” he
says, “I could never
imagine to the extent
that it did.”

“Black Panther” ar-
rived to feverish enthu-
siasm and debuted in
the most resplendent
and regal Hollywood
premiere of the decade.
It has been called “a de-
fining moment for Black
America,” pop-culture
myth-making at its best
and the best big-budget
studio epic in ages. Par-
ents took their kids and
kids took their parents in
a groundbreaking gen-
erational event. The-
aters were rented out. It
was the No. 1 film at the
U.S. box office for five
straight weeks.

“We always saw it
as a film to watch with
your loved ones, with
your friends and with
strangers, in communal
settings,” says Coogler.
“People are still inter-
ested in doing that and
it feels fortunate.”

In a year where
Netflix has a formidable
Oscar contender in
Alfonso Cuaron’s
“Roma,” and fears of
the diminishing of the
theatrical experience
pervade the industry,
that may be the most
appealing reason for
academy members to
vote for “Black Pan-
ther ”: It proved the
sti l l-vibrant, earth-
shattering power of the
movie theater. Black
Panther, to the rescue.

City of Austin - Assistant City Manager Openings for Mobility and Safety
Dear Community Partners,
We are happy to announce again that two additional career opportunities await an

inclusive, talented, and accomplished candidate with the City of Austin as an Assistant
City Manager in the areas of 1) Mobility, and 2)Safety.

These executives will work together with the City Manager, City Council, and the
community to build upon the Austin values of equity and inclusivity for years to come. To
truly accomplish this goal, we need qualified, diverse candidates, and we ask that you
forward this information to community groups with which you are involved.

To be considered, candidates must submit a compelling cover letter, comprehensive
resume, and three professional references to apply@ralphandersen.com.

For questions regarding the positions, please contact Mr. Greg Nelson with Ralph
Andersen & Associates at (916) 630-4900.
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