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A Golden Night, in Black and White
The 75th Golden Globes

Oprah Winfrey accepts the Cecil B. DeMille Award for her “outstanding
contribution to the entertainment field” at the Beverly Hilton in Beverly
Hills, CA.(Photo courtesy of HFPA)

By Naomi Richard
Villager Contributor

One week after the
historical celebration of
the 75th Anniversary of
the Golden Globes we
look back at what was in-
deed a night to remem-
ber.

The 75th Golden
Globes Awards were a sea
of black. The powerful
women of Hollywood
wore black dresses to sup-
port Time’s Up, the cam-
paign that aims to end
sexual harassment and
gender disparity across
the country. Red carpet
arrivals included Tracee
Ellis Ross, Ava DuVernay,
Mariah Carey, Mary J.
Blige, Naomi Campbell,
Kerry Washington,
Laurence Fishburne, Ster-
ling K. Brown, Common,
Denzel Washington,
Pauletta Washington,
Viola Davis and Julius
Tennon — to name a few.

The evening hit a
peak when Oprah
Winfrey made her accep-
tance speech for the Cecil
B. deMille Lifetime
Achievement Award. Her
rousing speech — “A new
day is on the horizon and
their time is up” —
brought the house down.
It was a pretty serious
night.  It was all because
of Harvey Weinstein.

Oprah Winfrey’s ac-
ceptance speech was one
for the ages. Recipient of
the Cecil B. deMille award
in recognition of her ca-
reer and leadership,
See GRATITUDE, pg. 2

Austin Fashion Designer Invited to Debut
at New York Fashion Week February 2018

Nama Ise-Ona F-W 2018 Crochet Sweater-Hat
and Vintage Knit-Micro Suede Leggings and
Jewelry - FW17 on RWU Model Sparkle Sauls
for at ELEVEN Apts - Photo by Jennifer Hill

Courtesy Nama Ise Ona for the VILLAGER

AUSTIN, TX – Austin, Texas fashion designer
and multidisciplinary cultural artisan Nailah I.
Akinyémi-Sankofa will celebrate three “firsts” in
the New York Fashion World and Austin’s fash-
ion community.

She’ll be the first Austin designer invited to
show at New York Fashion Week’s Harlem Fash-
ion Week Fall/Winter 2018 runway shows.

During Harlem Fashion Week, to take place
Feb. 2-4 at The Museum of the City of New York,
Akinyémi-Sankofa will debut 10-15 Fall and Win-
ter looks from her Nama Isé-Ona (pronounced
“Nnah maa eh SHAY Oh nah”) fashion label’s
“Couture Ju Ju” line, as well as jewelry, accesso-
ries and a bridal look. Nama Isé-Ona is also intro-
ducing footwear samples from her new “Bata
Mojo” shoe line.  Pieces from the collection will
also be featured at the HFW official Marketplace,
on the museum’s first floor.

Akinyémi-Sankofa will also be the first de-
signer from Austin to assist famed couture de-
signer and international fashion industry producer
(by way of the Dominican Republic) Andres
Aquino backstage during his trademark “Couture

See EVERY DESIGNER, page 3

Celebrate
Black

History
Month by

Circulating
Black

Dollars in
Black

Communities
By Phillip Jackson

NATIONAL OP-ED -
Once and for all, let  s get
this straight.   America has
gotten out of the Black
people business!   No help
is coming from Washing-
ton, D.C.   No help is com-
ing from state govern-
ment.   No significant help
is coming from city and
county municipal govern-
ments. No useful help is
coming from foundations
and corporations.   We,
Black people, are on our
own.   And, really, for cen-
turies, we were always on
our own.

Most jobs that Blacks
once had in America are
now done by computers,
machines and robots.  
Many of the other jobs
that we used to have are
now taken by immigrants
or have grown beyond our
See GOOD NEWS, pg. 7

DuVernay and Kaluuya
bring home hardware
from Image Awards

See WIN
Page 5

Central Texas
Celebrates MLK Day
with strength, honor,

and optimism
See KING

Page 8

Getting ready
for a big

Birthday!
  The first few months of
the year are very exciting
times. After coming out of
Thanksgiving, Christmas
and New Year activities at
year’s end, we head into
more activities in January.
We kick things off with the
MLK Day Celebration
when we remember Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr for
his leadership during the
Civil Rights Movement.
   For African Americans,
February is Black History
Month.  And while we
make history every day,
February has been
designated as a month long
celebration to acknowledge
the advancements that
African Americans have on
these shores. Also, we have
to set aside a day for
Valentine’s Day. Then we
continue the Black History
Month celebrations.
     This year, we will
celebrate the 45th

Anniversary of The
Villager on May 11th.  Our
first issue rolled off the
press the second week of
May 1973 and we have
enjoyed the support of this
community since that time.
   May is a good time to
celebrate, because that is a
kind of down time for
activities as we move into
the summer.  School is out,
many are taking vacations,
and others are just taking a
breath from all of the
activities that have just
finished.
   In the past, we have
celebrated our anniversary
in several ways. In the early
days we honored News
Makers of the year. Later,
we honored Living
Legends. The last
community celebration I
had honored the
community who attended a
Roast given in my honor.
   We invite your
suggestions as to how we
celebrate our 45th. We will
take request for the next
month and make our
decision on which
suggestion that we will
accept. I know that this is a
big one and we want to
make it really special. We
look forward to hearing
from you.

Ragonna confirms run
for re-election in

Travis Co.
Precinct 139 race

See PRIMARIES
Page 6
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“Bubba” Stewart
Owner of the Doll House Barber Shop

Is now located at
Jackson’s Barber Shop

3118 Manor Road
Please call (512) 915-8658

SPOTLIGHT ON
 BUSINESS

  Austin City Council Proclaimed October
19, 2017 Roosevelt “Bubba” Stewart day

in Austin.

  AUSTIN, TEXAS - For
more than 60 years, the Doll
House Barber Shop  was
one of the more popular
shops in the city. Many went
there for more than the hair
cut. Its owner Roosevelt
“Bubba” Stewart was also
known for his humor and
story telling about the good
old days. However, the Doll
House is no more on Rose-
wood Avenue in East Aus-
tin. But, Bubba is till on the
job. He is now operating out

of Jackson’s Barber Shop at
3118 Manor Road ,just east
of Airport Blvd.
   The Austin City Council
recently honored “Bubba”
by issuing a proclaimation
honoring him for his many
years of service to the com-
munity.
    “Bubba” continues to
serve his long-term custom-
ers and he also invites the
new comers to check him
out. He can be reached at
(512) 915-8658.

Council Member Ora Houston (l) presents Procla-
mation to Roosevelt “Bubba” Stewart.

Oprah galvanized the
audience in the Interna-
tional Ballroom of the
Beverly Hilton and beyond,
giving a personal, passion-
ate and comprehensive
view of the pressing is-
sues of our times. Here’s
the complete transcript of
Oprah’s speech:

In 1964, I was a little
girl sitting on the linoleum
floor of my mother’s house
in Milwaukee watching
Anne Bancroft present the
Oscar for best actor at the
36th Academy Awards.
She opened the envelope
and said five words that lit-
erally made history: “The
winner is Sidney Poitier.”
Up to the stage came the
most elegant man I had
ever seen. I remember his
tie was white, and of
course his skin was black,
and I had never seen a
black man being cel-
ebrated like that. I tried
many, many times to ex-
plain what a moment like
that means to a little girl,
a kid watching from the
cheap seats as my mom
came through the door
bone tired from cleaning
other people’s houses. But
all I can do is quote and say
that the explanation in
Sidney’s performance in
“Lilies of the Field”:
”Amen, amen, amen,
amen.”

In 1982, Sidney re-
ceived the Cecil B. DeMille
award right here at the
Golden Globes and it is not
lost on me that at this
moment, there are some
little girls watching as I
become the first black
woman to be given this

OPRAH: “I want to express gratitude to all women who
have endured years of abuse and assault” Continued from page 1

Tracee Ellis Ross arrives at the 75th Annual Golden Globe Awards.
(Photo courtesy of HFPA)

Sterling K. Brown accepts the Golden Globe Award
for BEST PERFORMANCE BY AN ACTOR IN A
TELEVISION SERIES – DRAMA for his role in
"This Is Us.”(Photo courtesy of HFPA)

same award. It is an honor
— it is an honor and it is a
privilege to share the
evening with all of them
and also with the incred-
ible men and women who
have inspired me, who
challenged me, who sus-
tained me and made my
journey to this stage pos-
sible. Dennis Swanson who
took a chance on me for
“A.M. Chicago.” Quincy
Jones who saw me on that
show and said to Steven
Spielberg, “Yes, she is
Sophia in ‘The Color
Purple.’” Gayle who has
been the definition of
what a friend is, and

Stedman who has been my
rock — just a few to name.

I want to thank the
Hollywood Foreign Press
Association because we all
know the press is under
siege these days. We also
know it’s the insatiable
dedication to uncovering
the absolute truth that
keeps us from turning a
blind eye to corruption and
to injustice. To — to tyrants
and victims, and secrets
and lies. I want to say that
I value the press more
than ever before as we try
to navigate these compli-
cated times, which brings
me to this: what I know for
sure is that speaking your
truth is the most powerful
tool we all have. And I’m
especially proud and in-
spired by all the women
who have felt strong
enough and empowered
enough to speak up and
share their personal sto-
ries. Each of us in this room
are celebrated because of
the stories that we tell, and
this year we became the
story.

But it’s not just a story
affecting the entertain-
ment industry. It’s one that
transcends any culture,
geography, race, religion,
politics, or workplace. So I
want tonight to express
gratitude to all the women
who have endured years of
abuse and assault because
they, like my mother, had
children to feed and bills
to pay and dreams to pur-
sue. They’re the women
whose names we’ll never
know. They are domestic
workers and farm workers.
They are working in facto-
ries and they work in restau-
rants and they’re in
academia, engineering,
medicine, and science.
They’re part of the world of
tech and politics and busi-
ness. They’re our athletes in
the Olympics and they’re our
soldiers in the military.

And there’s someone
else, Recy Taylor, a name I
know and I think you
should know, too. In 1944,
Recy Taylor was a young

wife and mother walking
home from a church ser-
vice she’d attended in
Abbeville, Alabama, when
she was abducted by six
armed white men, raped,
and left blindfolded by the
side of the road coming
home from church. They
threatened to kill her if she
ever told anyone, but her
story was reported to the
NAACP where a young
worker by the name of
Rosa Parks became the
lead investigator on her
case and together they
sought justice. But justice
wasn’t an option in the era
of Jim Crow. The men who
tried to destroy her were
never persecuted. Recy
Taylor died ten days ago,
just shy of her 98th birth-
day. She lived as we all
have lived, too many years
in a culture broken by bru-
tally powerful men. For too
long, women have not
been heard or believed if
they dare speak the truth

to the power of those
men. But their time is up.
Their time is up.

Their time is up. And
I just hope — I just hope
that Recy Taylor died
knowing that her truth, like
the truth of so many other
women who were tor-
mented in those years,
and even now tormented,
goes marching on. It was
somewhere in Rosa Parks’
heart almost 11 years
later, when she made the
decision to stay seated on
that bus in Montgomery,
and it’s here with every
woman who chooses to
say, “Me too.” And every
man — every man who
chooses to listen.

In my career, what
I’ve always tried my best
to do, whether on televi-
sion or through film, is to
say something about how
men and women really
behave. To say how we
experience shame, how
we love and how we rage,

how we fail, how we re-
treat, persevere and how
we overcome. I’ve inter-
viewed and portrayed
people who’ve withstood
some of the ugliest things
life can throw at you, but
the one quality all of them
seem to share is an ability
to maintain hope for a
brighter morning, even
during our darkest nights.
So I want all the girls
watching here, now, to
know that a new day is on
the horizon! And when that
new day finally dawns, it
will be because of a lot of
magnificent women, many
of whom are right here in
this room tonight, and
some pretty phenomenal
men, fighting hard to make
sure that they become the
leaders who take us to the
time when nobody ever
has to say “Me too” again.

For a complete list of
Golden Globes Award win-
ners visit www.gloden
globes.com.



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service          8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training      10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Sunday Services

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org Rev. Darron E. Patterson

              Pastor

Pastor J.R.Roberson &
First lady Lillian Robertson

(979)542-2784 Church
& (979) 540-6352 Hlme

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.

Sunday Schedule:
Forum/Adult Religious Education 10-10:50am

Unprogrammed Silent Worship 11am-noon
Children’s Religious Education 11am-noon

Child Care 10am-1pm
3701 East Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd

Austin, Texas 78721
512.452.1841 • www.austinquakers.org

Friends Meeting of Austin (Quakers)

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Week – New York,”
show, Feb. 9-10 at
Crowne Plaza Hotel -
Times Square.

She’ll also be the
first Black female fash-
ion designer in Austin to
handcraft her own
shoes.  For HFW, Nama
Isé-Ona will debut
samples of artisanal
footwear in unique
leathers and embel-
lished textiles from the
new Bata Mojo line.

Akinyémi-Sankofa
said both invitations are
validation that dedi-
cated Black designers
from as far away as Aus-
tin have what it takes to
get noticed by the New
York fashion industry.

“Every designer
wants to show in New
York,” Akinyémi-
Sankofa said.  “Outside
of showing in Paris, to
show in an official New
York Fashion Week
show is the epitome of
professional recogni-
tion. I’ve worked hard
to make my mark on
Austin’s fashion and
arts scenes, so from a
business perspective
participating in this
show is the next logical
progression.”

It wasn’t by acci-
dent that Chicago native
Akinyémi-Sankofa was
invited to show at HFW
and to assist Aquino
backstage at his runway
shows.  The HFW co-
founder and director
took note of Akinyémi-
Sankofa’s talent last
year when she judged
Akinyémi-Sankofa’s
and other designers’ en-
tries for Fashion on the
Hudson (produced by
Fashion Avenue News
Magazine), and invited
her on the spot to show
at HFW this year.

Further, her tenac-
ity paid off with
Aquino, whom
A k i n y é m i - S a n k o f a
stayed in touch with af-
ter meeting members of
his LA staff in 2011.

Akinyémi-Sankofa says outside of Paris,
“Every designer wants to show in New York”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TOP - Designer Nailah I Sankofa Showing Her Collection Pcs to Dana
Emelia Presents Showroom Owner-Buyer Dana Harrison-Ottey In
Manhattan NYC - Photo by Marjorie Puyol. BELOW - Nama Ise-Ona F-W
Collection Vintage Knit and Micro Suede Leggings - Crop Top and Jewelry
on RWU Model Sparkle Sauls for at ELEVEN Apts Sky Lounge - Photo by
Jennifer Hill.

When she knew she
would be in New York
for HFW, Akinyémi-
Sankofa contacted to of-
fer her show production
and backstage experience
and, he gladly accepted.

“I’ve always ad-
mired and wanted to
work with him, partially
because we both wear
many hats in the fashion
and creative industry”
Akinyémi-Sankofa said
about Aquino. “Like
me, he’s short, a writer,
couture designer, influ-
enced the careers of
many models, he coor-
dinates and produces
many fashion industry
firsts like Fashion Syndi-
cate Press and Couture
Fashion Week, oversees
every project, and, he’s
a photographer and the-
atrical director.”

While in New York,

Akinyémi-Sankofa will
be working with Fash-
ion Institute of Technol-
ogy (F.I.T.) students,
some of whom will as-
sist her prepare for the
show and backstage
during her HFW debut.

Name Isé-Ona
comes from a combina-
tion of the Malinke’ lan-
guage from Cote
D’Ivoire and the Yoruba
language of Nigeria,
West Afrika  that loosely
translates to “A vessel
for something coveted,
sacred and beautifully
dangerous.” The fash-
ion line specializes in
creating one-of-a-kind
and limited edition cou-
ture, chic ready-to-wear,
e t h n i c - i n s p i r e d
handcrafted dresses,

separates, jewelry,
knitwear, accessories,
outerwear, custom tex-
tiles and bridal apparel.
Akinyémi-Sankofa will
soon add menswear
items to the label.

Akinyémi-Sankofa
is the founder and ex-
ecutive creative director
of RunWay Under-
ground [the Evolu-
tion…], Austin’s first
Afrikan/Black-owned
full-service fashion pro-
duction company.  She
also is the founder and
director of NTUMA’PA
Workroom-Studios and
the NTUMA’PA Fash-
ion Design and Apparel
Skills Boot Camp and
Academy, Austin’s first
apparel skills boot
camp.



Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc
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 Kamryn Mack
Kipp Leadership Elem.

Tyler  Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA

Ruby George
Riojas Elementary

5, 6, 7, 8 DanceBack to school

When I went back to
school we had a little bit
of changes. It was 1/9/18,
and the first change was
that our schedule had
changed. Usually, first pe-
riod would be math, and
my homeroom is science

Last week on Friday I
had my second dance class.
It was really fun and my fa-
vorite part was when we
got to improvise. I have two
teachers who, in my opin-
ion, are great and have lots
of experience with dance.
If you‘re still wondering
what this article is going to
be about then here is your
answer. This article is about
my second dance class.
Read on to find out more.

The dance studio is
called ‘ Joyce Willis Dance
Studio’. First we did warm
ups. We did the stretch
where you touch your toes

King's Day
and social studies. So for
the new schedule, we stay
in science class, then we
go to E.L.A to sit our things
down and go to recess.
Right after recess, we go
to specials, and then go
back to E.L.A. After E.L.A,
we go straight to math, set
our stuff down, and go to
lunch.

Since I would usually
have science last and go
to lunch from their, we
switched lunch tables with
my science teacher and
my math teacher. Then,
we learn math and dismiss
in math. I like the new
change, but I did think we
were only going to do it for
one day. But either way, I
still get a full education.

and we did shoulder rolls
and head rolls to loosen our
joints and to loosen the
stiffness. If you`ve been in
gymnastics before then
you`ll find it`s pretty easy to
stretch.

Next up, we did
“across the floor.” That’s
where you show off your
smooth dance moves across
the floor. First we got to im-
provise to the music. I got
to be free and show off my
dance moves. Then we fo-
cused on our slides. I love
learning new steps and per-
fecting them.

Last, we got to dance
with props. Like a wood
chair, a stick, a thick black
jumping rope, and a multi-
colored shooting star. The
point of the exercise was
dancing with whatever is in
reach and to test your
imagination.

That’s it for this week.
I would do more but there
is limited space. Anyway, I
hope you had a good MLK
holiday. Thanks for reading!

 This week started
with Martin Luther King Jr.
birthday celebration. His
name is the most recog-
nized of all  African-
American men of history
around the world.  I heard
some of his speeches
and have read a lot about
him. He is worthy of such

honor. I was asked that if
it had not been made a
holiday would people still
remember him that
much?

Before King got the
spotlight there were
many other speaking out
about injustice around
the world. Yet most of
there names were soon
forgotten.  If you asked
who was Soujouner Truth
most Americans could
not write two sentences
about her.  Malcolm X
was note worthy.  The
History books are full of
outstanding men and
women that dedicated
there lives to speaking
out. The history of man is
important although I've
heard some say that man
still seems to not profit
from it.

Path to High School

Right at this moment
counselors and some
teachers are talking to us
8th graders about our
schedule for high school
next year. In AVID, our
teacher explains how
there is 26 credits you
need to graduate high
school, and that some
classes through 11-12th
grade have a prerequi-
site in order to take that
class, so you may not be
able to pick some
classes that you want.
We also looked at differ-
ent pathways which is a
section of endorsement
careers you want to do
but certin classes you
have to take in that col-
umn. Right now I don't
know what I specifically

Kevin Parish
Hendrickson H. S.

Erika Lipscomb
Manor M. S.

Last weekend was
pretty tough for my favor-
ite team, the New Orleans
Saints. They played the
Minnesota Vikings in a play-
off game to see who was
going to go to the NFC (Na-
tional Football Conference)
championship. In the be-
ginning of the game the Vi-

want to do, but my AVID
teacher suggest that we
take the path
"Multidisciplinary" if we
are not too sure we want
to do STEM, Business &
Industry, Public service,
or Arts & humanities.

In my 6th period sci-
ence class, our conselor
had us to take a survey
online to see what kind of
jobs we might like in the
future. When I was fin-
ished, it had said the ca-
reer i'd do would be in
hospitality and tourism,
such as jobs involving
food and traveling. I'm
already nervous about
going to high school as it
is, but now I have to stay
focus and do my best to
pass all my classes in or-
der to recieve my credits.
If I dont take it seriously,
I might have restart tak-
ing classes for credits
and in college i'll have to
pay for more classes I
didnt take in high school,
so it helps save up
money. I'm still deciding
what I want to be when I
grow up, but for now i'll
stick with being a chef
because I love food!

A man who changed everything

Today we celebrate
the birthday of a man who
sparked changed  with his
activism and his fight for
civil rights for black people.
This article will explain to
you a little bit about this
great man"s life and what
he did to change the world.

Dr. Martin Luther King
was a american baptist min-
ister and activist who be-

came the most well known
spokesman and leader in
the civil rights movement
which protested racial dis-
crimination in federal and
state law. His epic speech "I
have a Dream" happened on
August 28,1963 during a
march on Washington in
which he calls for a end to
racism.

His life came to a
tragic end on April 4,1968
when James Earl Ray shot
and killed him in Memphis
Tennessee at the Lorraine
Motel. His death didn't
change the impact he has
had on civil rights in
America and his actions
have led to great strides for
blacks. His memory will live
forever. Thank you for read-
ing.

Saints Vs. Vikings
kings scored 17 points in the
first half of the game but
after half time the Saints fi-
nally got on the board. It
was 17-7 at the end of the
third quarter and in the last
quarter of the game the
Saints scored 17 points and
the Vikings scored 12. Dur-
ing the final minute of the
game the Saints kicker Wil
Lutz kicked a field goal to put
the Saints up by a point.

In the final 10 seconds
of the game the Vikings
quarterback Case Keenum
threw a pass to Stefon Diggs
and scored a touchdown to
win the game. At the end of
the day the two teams did
very good and I hope that
the Saints will be back for
more next year to win the
Super Bowl.

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

Academic Resolutions

Last year I didn’t try
and make any New Year’s
resolutions, but this year I
do have a few. They include
reading more, making bet-
ter grades and eliminating
procrastination. Last school
year when I was a library
aide I read tons of books be-
cause I was in the library
every day for my class. Now
that my freshman year has
started, I haven’t found that
much time to read. But I am
already off to a good start
because I have already fin-
ished two books, Fan Art by
Sarah Tregay and The Da
Vinci Code by Dan Brown,
since I checked them out on
January 9th. I am actually
almost done with my third
book, The Last to Die by

Kelly Garrett.
My most challenging

class is AP Human Geogra-
phy without a doubt. It is
actually a college level class,
and everyone seems to
struggle. I made pretty de-
cent grades in that class, but
not outstanding. The same
goes for my Pre-AP Geom-
etry class, another class that
most people seem to
struggle in. My grades were
better in that class, but my
final report card grades
were never more than a 90.

 This semester I want
to get at least a 90 in Geom-
etry and at least B- in Hu-
man Geography. I have
made some of the same
goals for other classes like
in Biology. In that class, I
want at least a 95, especially
since I want to take AP Biol-
ogy along with Pre-AP
Chemistry next year. To
help myself with all these
things, I will have to end my
procrastination. So far so
good on that, even if I have
to stay up until one to fin-
ish all my notes and/or
homework assignments.
Even though the year has
only begun I know that my
academic resolutions will
stick around.

Kennedy George
Weiss High School

BACK@TACC

The Texas Advanced
Computing Center (TACC)
“enables discoveries that
advance science and society
through the application of
advanced computing tech-
nologies.” BACK@TACC is an
event that provides stu-
dents and their families the
opportunity to participate
in computer science and
STEM activities.  On Satur-
day, January 13, 2018, the
event was held at the Uni-
versity of Texas’s main cam-
pus.  The program started at

9:30 am and ended at
1:30pm.   There was no cost
to attend.

At the event, parents
and students explored the
visualization lab. Students
created code.  All attendees
listened to presentations
about various Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and
Math (STEM) camps and pro-
grams. We heard presenta-
tions about TexPrep pro-
grams like AUSPrep at
Huston-Tillotson University
and UT Prep at the Univer-
sity of Texas.  There were
presentations about the
importance of computer
programming and about
websites for learning how
to code at home.

I am always excited
about attending STEM
events.   This one met my
expectations!  If you are
seeking more information
about STEM, go to https://
www.tacc.utexas.edu/.

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville M. S.

Fortnight Battle Royale

There is a new game
that is called Fortnight
Battle Royale.  In this game

you can play solo, duo or
squad in each one of these
there is a total of 100 play-
ers and the object is to try
and be the last person
standing.

In this game the
only way that I know to
win is building a base our
of my strongest martial
and destroying as many
people as possible. The
funny thing is that my
brother does not know
how to build, so he hides
in a bush until there is a
little bit of people left.

Joshua Moore
Manor New Tech M.S.
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Ira “T.J.” Williams
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Robot Build Season Week One

Jumanji Review
The new movie

“Jumanji: Welcome to the
Jungle,” was released in
theaters on December 20,
2017. “The Greatest Show-
man” is an action comedy
that stars Dwayne
Johnson, Kevin Hart, Jack
Black, and Karen Gillan.

The film is about four
teenage kids who are
sucked into the video
game, Jumanji, and take
the form of the game’s

The first week of the
FIRST {For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science
and Technology} Robotics
Competition 2018 robot
build season has passed
quickly. My robotics team,
team 2881, the Lady Cans
of Austin, Texas, has come
up with some great solu-
tions for this year’s chal-
lenge. We have decided to
intake the power cubes
(game pieces used to
score points during the
match) using rollers, and
then use a pivoting arm to
take the cubes up to the
various places they need
to go. The arm will also be
able to attach to a bar up
high and pull the rest of
the robot up as it rotates
along the motor at its
pivot point. The claw used
to grip onto the bar is de-
signed to be able to sup-
port two other robots
without tilting or causing
the actual arm itself to
carry the burden of both
120-pound robots.

An interesting ele-

ment we have decided to
add in this year is another
set of two wheels in addi-
tion to the usual six. The
regular six will be high-
traction wheels, but the
other two will be omni
wheels, which have small
discs attached around
their circumference that
roll perpendicularly to the
wheels to allow the
wheels to move sideways.
The omni wheels will be
able to be dropped and
retracted, as having them
permanently dropped
would make the robot
more susceptible to get-
ting pushed around by op-
ponents. The omni wheels
will be located between
the front and middle high-
traction wheels. While
manipulating power cubes
using the mechanisms at
the front of the robot, the
omni wheels will make it
easier to adjust the robot’s
position because the ro-
bot can pivot on its back
wheel.

While driving quickly
across the field, the robot
will be turned with its back
facing forwards so as not
to damage the more vul-
nerable front. The omni
wheels would be in the
back during this situation,
perfect for quick turns be-
cause the robot wouldn’t
be dragging its back
wheels along. In all four of
the competitions I’ve been
a part of the team for,
we’ve just done a normal
six-wheel tank drive, so
I’m excited for the change.

 YOUTH BRIGADE MONTHLY MEETING - Pictured left to right are: Youth Brigades Cyrena Matingou,
Quinn Langford, Ava Roberts, Guest speaker Mr. Christopher Bagley, President of United in Music, Inc., SaNaya
White, Chance Hall, Montrae Nelson and  Kamryn Mack. Mr. Bagley was in town exploring opportunities of
bringing "Moments with Paul" a show about Paul Robeson, one of our greats of Black History. The plans are to
bring the show to town in April 2018.  Photo by Patrice Langford.

Cyrena Matingou
Cedar Ridge H. S.

High School Track

  On Thursday, January 11
after-school and Friday,
January 12 before school,
the Cedar Ridge High
School track and field
program held meetings for
students interested in
participating in the sport
this year. The meetings
were open to all students
and lasted about 25
minutes. I attended the
after-school meeting on
Friday, excited to begin the
season. Even though I have
not participated in track for
2 years, I went to the
meeting, anxious to
compete.

There are two
groups of events athletes
can compete in for this
sport: track or field. Track
events are for runners and
are broken into long-
distance, mid-distance,
and short-distance. An
example of a short-
distance, or sprinting,
event is the 100-meter

dash. The 800-meter run is
considered a middle-
distance event, and the
3000-meter run is a long-
distance event. Within the
track category are also
relay and hurdle races.
Field events are all other
contests that do not include
racing. Some examples of
field events include triple
jump, long jump, high
jump, shot put, discus, pole
vault, and javelin throw.

My favorite part
about high school track
and field is the variety of
events you can participate
in. People who run long-
distance events can still do
jumping events, and those
who enjoy activities like
shot put can try hurdles.
Although it requires
talking to your coaches
about scheduling and
possibly more training, it
is possible for students to
compete in more than one
event. Another reason
track is a great sport to
participate in during high
school is because it allows
students to train with
others in their event,
building teamwork and
friendships that make the
sport event more
enjoyable. Whether it is
track or soccer, or even
golf, joining a sport in high
school is a great way to
stay in shape and make
new friends.

www.TheAustinVillager.com

@TheVillagerATX

avatars. To escape the
game, they must use their
special abilities and work
together to finish each
level.

The film was an ex-
cellent sequel to the 1995
movie starring Robin Will-
iams. There was a perfect
balance of humor and ac-
tion as well as phenom-
enal acting from the lead
actors. Jack Black, espe-
cially, played a very con-

vincing 16-year-old girl
trapped in an “overweight
middle-aged man’s” body.

I would recommend
this movie to people 13-
years-old and older. The
movie is extremely funny
and has great special ef-
fects. However, it also as
some strong language and
intense images. “Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle” is
entertaining, thrilling, and
a ride from start to finish.

DuVernay, ‘Black-ish,’ ‘Power’
Win at NAACP Image Awards

by: Sandy Cohen | AP Entertainment Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
A jubilant Ava DuVernay
was named entertainer of
the year at the NAACP Im-
age Awards ceremony that
focused on the Black
community’s power to
create change.

DuVernay lauded
other Black artists from
the stage as she accepted
her award Monday night,
naming writers and direc-
tors such as Shonda
Rhimes, Gina Prince-
Bythewood, Kenya Barris
and “Black Panther” direc-
tor Ryan Coogler.

“This is our time,”
DuVernay said. “We can
say we were here when

all this gorgeous art was
happening, and that we
supported it — that we
lifted each other up, that
we did as Dr. King said we
would do: Live the
dream. We’re the
dream.”

DuVernay directed
the films “Middle of No-
where” and “Selma” and
the documentary “13th.”
Her adaptation of “A
Wrinkle in Time,” starring
Oprah Winfrey and Reese
Witherspoon, is set for re-
lease in March.

“Black-ish” was the
night’s big winner. The
ABC hit was named best
comedy series and took

acting honors for stars
Tracee Ellis Ross and An-
thony Anderson.

“It’s an extraordinary
thing to be able to show
what a beautiful black
family looks like on televi-
sion,” Ross said as the cast
accepted the comedy se-
ries honor.

“Power” was named
best drama series, and star
Omari Hardwick won for
dramatic actor.

Other winners in-
cluded “Gifted” actress
Octavia Spencer and “Em-
pire” star Taraji P. Henson,
who were both absent,
and Daniel Kaluuya, who
won for his leading role in

“Get Out.”
The British actor was

clearly delighted at his vic-
tory.

“I don’t think you’re
allowed to beat Denzel
Washington  in acting
competitions,” said
Kaluuya, who bested
Washington for the prize.
The 28-year-old actor
thanked his mom and
“Get Out” writer-director
Jordan Peele.

“So many people
didn’t believe in me, and
you did, and you made all
of us feel included,”
Kaluuya said. “Thank you
so much for letting us be
seen.”

Ava DuVernay accepts the award for the
entertainer of the year. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/
Invision/AP)

British actor Daniel Kaluuya. (AP Photo)

RIGHT - Courtney Kemp Agboh, and the cast and
crew of “Power” accept the award for outstanding
drama series at the 49th annual NAACP Image
Awards at the Pasadena Civic Auditorium on
Monday, Jan. 15, 2018, in Pasadena, Calif. (Photo
by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP)
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ROUND ROCK, TX -
On January 14,  the
Round Rock Democrats
organized the Texas
Senate District 5 de-
bate.  All the three can-
didates, which in-
cluded: Bryan, Meg
Whitman, and Glenn
"Grumpy" Williams had
the opportunity to be a
part of a Question and
Answer session.   In ad-
dition, it was an oppor-
tunity for the candi-
dates to introduce
themselves and talk
about the issue.  Al-
though all the three
candidates are Demo-
crats, they tended to
have different views on

Round Rock Democrats
Holds Q & A Session

By: Tsoke (Chuch) Adfavon | Villager Columnist

the issues.
   At the Q & A, the

three candidates an-
swered some questions
that varied from health
care, infrastructure,
and immigration.
Moreover, they agreed
the need to find a sen-
sible immigration solu-
tion to the United
States broken immigra-
tion policies.  In addi-
tion, they focused on
Democratic party
theme ideas.    More-
over, the event was well
attended by other
Williamson County
Democrats.  Although
Texas Senate District
spans over 12 counties,

Williamson County is
the most populated.

   Texas Senate Dis-
trict include the follow-
ing 12 counties: Brazos,
Freestone, Grimes,
Houston, Lee, Leon,
L i m esto n e ,Wa l ke r,
Roberston, Madison,
Trinity, Milan, and
Williamson County.
Moreover, all the 3 can-
didates have been tour-
ing all the counties but
are hoping to win big in
Williamson County.  If
Democrats can win a
big share of the vote in
Williamson County,
then they have a
chance of winning
Texas Senate District 5.

Travis County Heated Primaries

AUSTIN, TX - Just re-
cently Saundra Ragonna
announced that she plans
to run for re-election for
the Travis County Precinct
139 position.   Moreover,
she has drawn an oppo-
nent that will be challeng-
ing her in this race.   Al-
though a precinct chair
don't make policy but they
play a crucial role in shap-
ing the party direction and
message.   Consequently,
the precinct chair plays a
crucial role in the vitality
and strength of the Travis
County Democratic party

  Moreover, Sauundra
Ragonna has been very in-
volved in her community
and also with the Travis
County Democratic Party.
For instance, she has
worked hard to register new
voters.   Since she was
elected to the North East
Travis County Democratic
club, there has been a dra-
matic increase in new paid
membership.  Conse-
quently NETCO has become
a stop for numerous candi-
dates and elected officials in
Travis County.

  Finally Saundra

Ragonna has been cam-
paigning for her re elec-
tion.  She believes that one
of the principle responsi-
bility of the precinct chair
is to get her constituent
involved in the local Travis
County Democratic Party.
Moreover, she plans to
campaign for every single
vote due to the fact she
always place people first.
If re-elected she will con-
tinue her work of
registrating new voters
and also continue to ex-
pand the local Democratic
party clubs.

Chantal Eldridge for the
331st District Court

AUSTIN, TEXAS -
At the last minute,
Chantal Eldridge made
the decision for the 331
st  District Court Race.
Moreover, she will be
challenging the incum-
bent Judge of the 331st
district court.   Moreover,
she is challenging the in-
cumbent judge due to
the fact that she be-
lieves that she can "im-
prove the bench for both
the defending and the
prosecution. "  Further-
more,  the 331st District
Court is one of the 8 dis-
trict court in Travis
County, which oversees
felony court cases.

  According to

By: Tsoke (Chuch) Adfavon | Villager Columnist

Chantal,"As many of you
know, I have made the
exciting decision to run
for 331st District Court
Judge in Travis County.
I have been working dili-
gently to gain the support
of each and every Travis
County resident. I am
proud to be asking to be
a part of the Travis
County Criminal Justice
System as I believe it is
one of the most progres-
sive in the country. How-
ever, it can be improved."

   Finally, Chantal
Eldlridge is running due
to the fact she can "im-
prove justice."   She is
running on numerous
issues, such as, "men-

tal health, substance
abuse and unemploy-
ment."   According to
Chantal, "I believe that
we must strive harder to
address the issues
which cause people to
enter the system, such
as mental health/intel-
lectual & developmental
disabilities (MH/IDD),
substance abuse, un-
employment and hous-
ing. By improving the
way we address these
issues, we improve our
chances of reducing re-
cidivism, and by improv-
ing the lives of our de-
fendants and their fami-
lies, we, in turn, improve
our community."

THE VILLAGER WILL CELEBRATE 45 YEARS
OF SERVICE TO THE AUSTIN COMMUNITY

THE 2ND WEEK OF MAY 2018.

Brian, Meg, Glenn for Texas Senate District 5. Photo by Tsoke Adfavon

Jennifer and Saundra. Photo by Tsoke Adfavon

Chantal Eldridge speaks to voter. Photo by Tsoke Adfavon

By: Tsoke (Chuch) Adfavon | Villager Columnist
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Bid Proposal Invitation
Austin Energy – District

Cooling Plant No. 3
BID DATE: Tuesday, January 13, 2018

TIME: 02:00 PM CT

PROJECT CONTACT: Mike Hutter,
mhutter@flintco.com

DESCRIPTION:
   Flintco, LLC is requesting proposals for the construction of
the Austin Energy District Cooling Plant #3. Work consists of
site work, building construction, equipment procurement &
installation, permitting, etc., for a new 10,000 ton district
cooling plant including industrial chillers, cooling tower cells,
pumps, piping, PLC controls, medium and low voltage
electrical, HVAC and other associated infrastructure and
appurtenances. The site work includes the construction of a
retaining wall along the adjacent Union Pacific Railroad Right
of Way.
   This project will require the following services: excavation,
concrete, masonry, structural steel, metal stairs, waterproofing,
roofing, metal wall panels, doors & frames, glazing and curtain
wall, drywall, painting, specialties, signage, site furnishings,
fire protection, plumbing, mechanical, cooling towers,
electrical, fire alarm, drilled piers, pavers, site concrete,
temporary shoring, site utilities and landscaping/irrigation.
   Proposals will be due on 2/13/2018 by 2:00 p.m. by email to
AUSBids@flintco.com, via SmartBidNet.com, fax at (512)
822-7500, or hand delivery to the Austin office of Flintco, LLC
located at 8100 Cross Park Drive, Austin, Texas 78754.
  A Pre-Bid Conference will be held January 17, 2018 at 1:00
PM at the Town Lake Center (Room 130) located at 721 Barton
Springs Road, Austin, TX. Prime Contractors and Sub-
Contractors are encouraged to attend.  Parking in Palmer Event
Center Parking Garage.
    For project related questions contact Mike Hutter
(mhutter@flintco.com) or (512) 822-7371. Please contact
Shannon Brunner (Shannon.brunner@flintco.com) for bid
invitations via email or (512) 822-7468.
   Flintco, LLC is an EEO Employer and all MBE/WBE
contractors are encouraged to bid.  Please include any 2nd tier
City of Austin certified MBE/WBE participation on your bid.

New Jobs for the
Week of 01/14/2017

Assistant, Student Services
Highland Campus

Job# 1801010
Engineer, Senior Software

Service Center
Job# 1801007

Assistant, Student Services
-Part-Time (50%)

Northridge Campus
Job# 1801006

Officer, Resource Development
Highland Business Center

Job# 1801005
Specialist, Veterans Affairs

Round Rock Campus
Job# 1801002

Integral Care is currently
soliciting proposals through a
Request for Qualifications
(RFQ) process for Audit
Services. RFQs may be sent
electronically, by contacting
Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@integralcare.org
beginning January 16, 2018.
The deadline to submit a
proposal under the RFQ is 4
p.m. CST on March 12, 2018.
Historically Underutilized
Businesses, including Minority-
Owned Businesses and Women-
Owned Businesses, are
encouraged to apply.

NOTICE
Vernette Cleveland is
attempting to locate and
speak with any of the
following persons regard-
ing the Estate of Charles
Leonard Cleveland: Linda
Thomas McKinney, Brian
Thomas, Sharon Randle,
Roslyn Cleveland, and
Sylvia Shaw. For addit-
ional information, please
contact Leonard Woods,
P. O. Box 1149, Austin, TX
78767, telephone 512-495-
8867 or lwoods@dwmr
law.com

collective skillsets.
Black leadership is still using
protest tactics and method-
ologies from the 1950s to
address 2018 economic
problems. Those tactics
won‘t work. There is no
more cotton for Black
people to pick, but our lead-
ership teaches us to have a
have a cotton picking and
sharecropper mentality.

Even if Black people
continue acquiring wealth
at our present rate and
White people stop acquir-
ing any additional wealth, it
would take 228 years to
close the racial wealth gap. 
As of 2013, White house-
holds had $116,000 in me-
dian household net worth
and Black families had
$1,700.00 of median house-
hold net worth. Regardless,
it is projected that by 2053
Black median household
net worth will be at zero
dollars.   Black people’s net
worth will be at the same
level as when we came out
of slavery in 1865.

Good news: Black
people in America have a
gross national income of

Good news: Black people in America have a gross
national income of about $1.3 trillion. Continued from page 1

about $1.3 trillion.   Bad
news:   Only 2% or about
$26 billion of those $1.3
trillion are re-circulated in
the Black community.

If Black dollars were
more re-circulated in Black
American communities,
Black dollars would pro-
duce Black companies,
help hire Black employees,
support Black families and
rebuild Black communi-

ties.   Instead, our $1.3 tril-
lion income makes other
people rich including
Whites, Arabs, Koreans,
Pakistanis,Indians, Latinos,
Chinese, Polish, even
Blacks from the Caribbean
and the continent of Af-
rica. 

Black people need a
simple plan to alter our
trajectory.   Here’s a plan:
One: Join with The Black

Star Project in the ⁄ Circu-
late Black Dollars in Black
Communities and receive
a Black dollar stamp. Two:
Stamp all of your paper
money with this stamp (le-
gal according to Title  18,
Section  333  of United
States Code and Title 18,
Section 475 of United
States Code) and use your
dollars as you normally
would.   Three ⁄  make a

conscious effort to spend
your Black stamped ⁄
dollars with Black people
for at least one year.

You will be re-
minded to spend your
Black dollars with Black
people every time you
see a ⁄ stamped⁄  dollar. 
If 43 million Black people
consciously move their
spending efforts from 2%
with Black people to 4%

with Black people, $26 bil-
lion more will be infused
into the Black economy.    
If Black people can move
their spending habits from
2% to 10% with Black
people, an additional $104
billion will be generated.  
Theoretically, $104 billion
would produce between
400,000 and 750,000 new
jobs and geometrically ac-
celerate Black financial and
social well-being.

As Black spending be-
comes more intentional,
our social and economic is-
sues will disappear.   We
won’t have to wait for oth-
ers to give us financial per-
mission or support so that
we might fix our own prob-
lems.  We will declare a
new freedom and help take
control over the lives of ev-
eryone in our communities.
Your dollar is your most po-
tent weapon in a capitalis-
tic society. We must learn to
use our dollars to reward
those who help and sup-
port us, and to punish those
who don’t.

Circulate Black Dollars
in Black Communities!

CTAAFSC to host Health
Care Seminar in February

AUSTIN, TEXAS - The Central Texas Afri-
can American Family Support Conference
strengthens family and individual awareness of
available behavioral and physical health care ser-
vices for African Americans and all members of
the community regardless of race.

Join us on February 27-28, 2018, at the Palmer
Events Center. Our keynote speakers are Trina
“TiTi Ladette” Cleveland and Dr. Ryan Sutton.

Each year, hundreds attend the conference to
learn about reducing health disparities and stigma
associated with mental health. We hope you will
join us in making the 18th Annual Central Texas
African American Family Support Conference a
great success!

Please visit www.ctaafsc.org to register. We
look forward to you joining us at the 18th Annual
Central Texas African American Family Support
Conference.

You are invited to our upcoming health fair.
It will be Saturday, January 27, 2018, 10:00 A.M.-
1:00 P.M., Mount Olive Baptist Church, 1800
East 11th. Street, Austin, Texas.

“Healthy Bodies for
Healthy Saints”

Take time to take care
of your body!

Sponsored by
Mt. Olive Senior Saints (M.O.S.S.)

AUSTIN, TX - Capital
Metro’s board of directors
has voted to name Randy
Clarke as the agency’s next
President/CEO. The board
took action at a meeting to-
day to allow Krauthamer &
Associates to start negotia-
tions with Clarke. The regu-
larly scheduled January
board meeting is set for Jan.
29, and board members
plan to vote on approval of
a contract with the new
President/CEO at that time.

Prominent among
the board’s criteria in iden-
tifying a candidate was an
ability to develop Capital
Metro’s long-term strate-
gic vision; engage the

community at all levels;
and forge partnerships in
areas such as new and ex-
isting infrastructure, de-
velopment, land use and
public policy. An additional
priority was the ability to
identify, seek and secure
new and creative funding
sources to ensure the
agency  s viability.

Randy Clarke has
served as the vice presi-
dent of operations and
member services at the
American Public Transpor-
tation Association (APTA)
since April 2016. Prior to
that, he spent seven years
in various positions with
the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority
(MBTA) in Boston, includ-
ing deputy chief operating
officer and assistant gen-
eral manager of engineer-
ing, maintenance and pre-
paredness, and senior di-
rector of security.

Capital Metro Board
Selects Randy Clarke as

New President/CEO
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
of Service and Celebration in

Austin, Texas
by Melissa Fontenette-Mitchell | VILLAGER Contributor

AUSTIN, TX - The annual MLK commemorative celebra-
tion of Dr. King’s dream in our great city kicked off with a
short program at the MLK statue on University of Texas cam-
pus. The celebration continued to the  State Capitol for
speeches from local officials as well as entertainment from
Huston-Tillotson University  Choir.   The march proceeded
to Huston-Tillotson University, with numerous of activities
planned for the entire family.   The community was invited
to march and celebrate Dr. King’s legacy.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day on January 15th honors
and celebrates the legacy of the civil rights leader, remem-
bering the change he created that inspires our country and
the world, every day.

All photos courtesy Melissa Fontenette-Mitchell

31st Annual Commemorative Walk
and Celebration of MLK

in ROUND ROCK, TEXAS
by Melissa Fontenette-Mitchell | VILLAGER Contributor

ROUND ROCK, TEXAS - On Saturday, January 13th the City of Round Rock
held the 31st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King celebration.   The celebration included
the commemorative walk from CD Fulkes Middle to the Allen R Bacca Center.   Fol-
lowed by activities and speeches at the Allen R Bacca Center. The program speak-
ers and entertainment featured the The Levites, an acclaimed gospel group and
performances from CD Fulkes Middle School Choir from Round Rock ISD. 

The Program speakers included local experienced and respected leader in
both the private and public sector Carlos Salinas.   Carlos served on the Round
Rock community as a City Councilman.   Carlos served three terms (May 2005
2013).   Leander ISD graduate and the University of Texas Terrell Lee Morrison. 
Terrell is a Senior Mechanical Engineer at NASA.   His role is to design, draft and
structural failure diagnostic analysis for testing.

Dr. Marin Luther King Jr. Day on January 15th honors and celebrates the legacy
of the civil rights leader, remembering the change he created that inspires our coun-
try, and the world, every day.

Crowd with Mayor of Round Rock Craig Morgan.
Photo courtesy Melissa Fontenette-Mitchell.

Round Rock Police Department Chief Allen Banks along with
supporters/participants Troy Mitchell and Ryan Fontenette-Mitchell.

Photo courtesy Melissa Fontenette-Mitchell.

SEE BANNER AD AT
WWW.THEAUSTINVILLAGER.COM
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