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TV One Signs
Docu-Series

‘We’re The Campbells”
To Air June 19

By Naomi Richard | The VILLAGER

TV One is set to premiere its latest original docu-
series, WE’RE THE CAMPBELLS on Tuesday, June 19 at 8
p.m. ET/7C. The nine-episode docu-series will give view-
ers an intimate glimpse into the lives of Gospel enter-
tainment power couple Warryn and Erica Campbell, as
they tackle the everyday struggles that come with bal-
ancing family and work, nurturing their marriage, build-
ing their individual careers, and fostering their faith; all
while raising their three children Warryn, Zaya and teen-
ager Krista.

The patriarch of the family, Warryn Campbell, is an
award-winning veteran music producer for today’s most
influential artists, Pastor of the California Worship Cen-
ter, and founder of the record label My Block Inc. When
Warryn is not leading prayer and worship service, he is
mentoring his upcoming music artists.

“I am excited to let people in and share our family’s
story,” said Warryn. “It is super important that folks will
get to see a strong, beautiful Black family, a loving couple
and nothing but the Hand of God and the Grace of God
on our lives through everyday situations both good and
bad.”

Dividing time between her family’s life in Los Ange-
les and her work life in Dallas, Erica Campbell is not only
a doting wife, mother and sister, but also a host of the
popular nationally-syndicated program Get Up! Mornings
with Erica Campbell on Reach Media, which she tapes
daily.   In addition to these roles, she is also one-half of
the award-winning Gospel music duo Mary Mary, writ-
ing a new book, promoting her hair extension and wig
collection and serving as First Lady of the family church.

“We are a normal family that wants a healthy rela-
tionship with healthy and happy kids that will impact the
world,” says Erica. “I think families will see us deal with
the same things they encounter in life. I’m so very ex-
cited.”

The Villager Newspaper participated in a media con-
ference call with the cast, and enjoyed watching the first
episode. It is an action packed telecast, filled with twists
and turns, while showing real life experiences. One point
was clear, fortune and fame aren’t guarantees of a worry
free life or a life void of daily chores and responsibilities.

You will see this faith-centered couple as they  tackle
problems similar to yours. Time management, cooking, run-
ning in different directions, the challenges of raising chil-
dren and trying to maintain your marriage. It represesnts a
strong relatable and transparent story line.

TV One viewers can join the conversation by con-
necting via social media on Twitter, Instagram and
Facebook (@tvonetv) using the hash tags
#WERETHECAMPBELLS and #REPRESENT.

Launched in January 2004,  TV One serves 59 mil-
lion households, offering a broad range of real-life and
entertainment-focused original programming, classic se-
ries, movies and music designed to entertain and inform
a diverse audience of adult black viewers.

(Photo Credit Courtesy of TV One)

Real Housewives’
Star Launches

Steamy Late Night
Talk Show

Kandi Burruss, of ‘Real Housewives of Atlanta’
fame, is bringing her acclaimed web series,

‘Kandi Koated Nights,’ to Bravo TV.
(Courtesy photo)

By Micha Green
AFRO Washington, D.C. Editor

If “Real Housewives of Atlanta” (RHOA) isn’t
steamy enough for your viewing pleasures, RHOA star
and member of the girl group Xscape, Kandi Burruss,
has a new show coming to her TV home, Bravo, that
turns up the heat.

PEOPLE reported that Burruss, 42, will be back on
television with her acclaimed online show, “Kandi
Koated Nights,” which gathers celebrities and friends
to chat about the relationships, sex and events in pop
culture.

RHOA fans might remember seven long years ago,
in 2011, when Burruss first began talking about her web
series. Several years later and the web series has been
featured in some episodes of RHOA, and is now offi-
cially coming to Bravo.

“I am so excited to have partnered with Bravo to
bring my favorite sexy talk show to TV screens,” Burruss,
who will serve as executive producer and host the show,
told PEOPLE. “We are going to have so much fun keep-
ing it real, taking a deep dive into all things sex, rela-
tionships and pop culture!”

Todd Tucker, Burruss’ husband and co-executive
producer for the show, also weighed in.

“Nobody is more direct about the bedroom than
my wife, the queen, Kandi Burruss,” Tucker said.
“America is not ready for what is coming. Buckle up.”

The show will also feature personalities Yamaneika
Saunders, Nikki Nicole and The DJ AOne, in addition to
experts related to the weekly themes.

After each episode, the show will continue on
BravoTV.com on the show, Kandi Koated Nightcap.

Embassy Row, the production company behind
“Watch What Happens Live with Andy Cohen,” will also
executive produce Kandi Koated Nights.

Other than RHOA, Burruss has starred on spinoffs
surrounding her life, “The Kandi Factory” (2012),
“Kandi’s Wedding” (2014), “Kandi’s Ski Trip” (2015) and
“Xscape: Still Kickin’ It”- which chronicled the group’s
reunion.

TCSO
Click-It or

Ticket
Initiative
Results

May 22nd thru June
4th, 2018 the Travis
County Sheriff’s Office par-
ticipated in the Click-It or
Ticket Grant. This grant
focused on drivers and ve-
hicle occupants who were
not in compliance with
Texas safety belt laws and
was offered by the Texas
Department of Transpor-
tation (TXDOT). The grant
allowed TCSO to put addi-
tional deputies on road-
ways, focused on these
violations.

The results for the
time frame specific to the
grant are as follows: 95
drivers were issued cita-
tions for no safety belt; 44
passengers were issued ci-
tations for no safety belt/
s; 5 citations were issued
to individuals for children
not in safety belt/s or seat/
s; 357 traffic citations were
issued; and 4 arrests were
made.

James Talarico
seeks the Democratic
win for District 52.

See TEXAS
Page 4

Civil Rights Pioneer
passes at 88.

See COTTON
Page 3

Capitals champ
Smith-Pelly turns down

White House invite.
See STANLEY

Page 2

TrumpCare
seems to be

stuck in
Congress.

   One of the main things that
President Donald Trump
promised the voters was that
he would get rid of The
American Care Act
(ObamaCare) and give the
country a plan that works.
But as of today, the Repub-
licans in Congress have not
been able to come up with a
plan that they can accept.
The new program, if appro-
ved, will be the Better Care
Reconciliation Act (BCRA –
TrumpCare). However, it is
having a hard time getting
through congress.
   It is reported that the
BCRA allows insurers to
offer plans to the public that
don’t meet the require-
ments of Obamacare,
meaning; that they don’t
cover pre-existing condit-
ions and include the ten
essential benefits, so long as
they offer one plan to the
public that does meet all of
the requirements of
Obamacare. The BCRA
amendment would provide
money to the insurers from
a fund to help offset the cost
of these higher risk
individuals who have pre-
existing conditions.
  Insurers believe that by
essentially creating one set
of plans for sick people and
one set that will be attractive
to healthy people (because
they will be cheaper but have
fewer benefits) it will make
the Obamacare plans
unaffordable for consumers,
being that the healthy people
will not be buying them as
well and insurance carriers
will still leave the
marketplace.
   Another sticking point
with insurers is that they
cannot make any kind of a
profit from a risk pool that
does not have a higher
percentage of healthy
individuals within it to offset
the funds that will be paid
out to provide costly care to
individuals with health
problems.  So what else is
new. That is how insurance
companies work.
    In the meantime,
consumers are being
encouraged to sign up for the
ACA while the politicians
are trying to find a plan that
will work for the country.
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Op-ed: You Can Bet Money LeBron Won’t Be Back in Cleveland

Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James smiles during a news
conference following Game 4 of basketball’s NBA Finals against the Golden
State Warriors, early Saturday, June 9, 2018, in Cleveland. The Warriors
defeated the Cavaliers 108-85 to sweep the series and take the title.
(AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)

By Tim Lacy | Special to the AFRO

LeBron James can’t
catch a break.

This man is arguably
the greatest player to ever
step on the hardwood.
The LeBron James versus
Michael Jordan debate
will be around more than
a minute.  We witnessed
the Joe Louis versus
Muhammad Ali debate
rage on long enough for
Mike Tyson to be added to
the list.  But, that’s a story
for another time.

When LeBron first
came into the league, he
was hailed as the second
coming.  It didn’t take long
for media and fans to find
out he couldn’t walk on
water and his stock
seemed to drop.  With a
supporting cast that no-
body recognized, the
Cavaliers languished in
mediocrity.  Fans and me-
dia turned their sights on
this kid fresh out of high
school and attempted to
explain why this was all
his fault.

When he got sick of
the snow and freezing
weather, along with the
jaundiced eye turned in his
direction, LeBron packed

his bags and headed for
South Beach.  There, he
picked up a little sunshine
and a couple champion-
ships, not to mention the
adoration of those fans
who had hopped back on
his band wagon.  His de-
parture for the sunshine
and a little less hostility
brought out Cav’s owner
Dan Gilbert who voiced his
displeasure and vowed
that LeBron wouldn’t win
a championship before the
Cavs would.  Everybody
knows how that turned
out.

Back in Cleveland
four years later, with a
little better supporting
cast, LeBron was able to
win a title for his home-
town.  Fans were pleased
and LeBron was once
again King James.  Dan
Gilbert was happy to bask
in the glory and stuff the
winner’s check in his
pocket, but he still openly
displayed his bitterness
towards LeBron.

Now we see the Cav’s
return to their old ways.
LeBron can’t get the help
he needs and Dan Gilbert
doesn’t seem to care.  De-

spite the fact that LeBron
plays his behind off, his
team is having a difficult
time dealing with Golden
State.  I have been playing
basketball and watching
basketball since Moses
was a point guard for the
Hebrews, and in my opin-
ion, the load is getting to
be too much for the King.

Along with this, some
media idiots won’t give
him a break.  In game
seven against the Celtics,
LeBron did everything but
rebuild Boston Gardens.
He was able to pull out the
win, but famous sports

columnist Skip Bayless
(another talking head)
took it upon himself to
trash LeBron after all.  I
ain’t going to get into my
opinion of Skip Bayless.

With his team in the
finals, it seems once again
to be an exercise in futil-
ity to take his team to face
the Golden State Warriors.
Dan Gilbert ain’t happy,

but the handwriting is on
the wall.  LeBron is packed
and ready to leave town
again.  This time the fans
are a little more forgiving.
The only mystery attached
to this upcoming depar-
ture is where is he going?

The front runners for
his services seem to be
the Rockets, 76ers and Lak-
ers.  The Lakers seem to
be on the bottom of this
list, but don’t forget
LeBron’s family and a very
lucrative business await
him in L.A.

I don’t know where
he will land, but you can
bet big money it ain’t
Cleveland.

Dan Gilbert
 Cleveland Cavaliers owner

Black Capitals Player Says He’s Not Visiting
White House After Winning Stanley Cup

Washington Capitals forward Devante Smith-Pelly (25) celebrates his goal
against Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury (29) during
the first period in Game 4 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final, Monday,
June 4, 2018, in Washington. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais)

By Perry Green | AFRO Sports Editor

NBA champions
Kevin Durant and
Steph Curry have Long
made it clear they
won’t be attending the
White House so long
as President Donald
Trump is in office. But
they’re not the only
recent world champs
to turn down the tra-
ditional invite.

Washington Capi-
tals player Devante
Smith-Pelly—one of
only two Black people
that play for the Capi-
tals, recently told re-
porters that he too
won’t be visiting the
White House if the
Caps go to celebrate
winning the NHL
Stanley Cup.

 “The things that

[Trump] spews are
straight-up racist and
sexist,” Smith-Pelly
told the National Post.
“Some of the things
he’s said are pretty
gross. I’m not too into
politics, so I don’t
know all his other
views, but his rhetoric
I definitely don’t agree
with. It hasn’t come
up here, but I think I
already have my mind
made up.”

Smith-Pelly was
born and raised in
Toronto, but he’s still
aware of the condi-
tions for African-
Americans here in the
U.S. and how offen-
sive President Trump
has been towards
people of color. Smith-

Pelly was a target of
racism himself during
a game against the Chi-
cago Blackhawks back
in February, when a a
Blackhawks fans re-
peatedly yelled “bas-
ketball!” at Smith-
Pelly, insinuating that
the Black hockey
player should be play-
ing basketball instead
because of his race.

Smith-Pelly told
the Post none of his
teammates agree with
the racist rhetoric that
Trump has engaged in.

“Things that he’s
saying about immi-
grants and people of
colour, I don’t think
anyone here would
agree with that,”
Smith-Pelly said.



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service          8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training      10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Sunday Services

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.orgRev. Darron E. Patterson

             Pastor

Pastor J.R.Roberson &
First lady Lillian Robertson

(979)542-2784 Church
& (979) 540-6352 Hlme

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

GO YE EVANGELISTIC GOSPEL MISSION
(Arena of Refuge and Liberty)

Venu: Super 8, 8128 N. Interstate 35
Austin, Texas 78753

CHURCH WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays: Sunday Celebration 9am - 12 noon

Wednesdays: Systematic Bible Study 6pm-7:30 pm
Fri: “I Believe in Miracle” Prayer Meetings 6-7:30

Join Operation PUSH Prayerline Team Every
Friday @ 6:pm

REV. SAMUEL EHIMEN, Minister in-charge
Tel: 512-506-1645
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Dorothy Cotton, Civil
Rights Pioneer and MLK

Colleague, Dies

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference
announced that civil rights leader Cotton has

died. (Patrick Kane/ The Progress Index via AP)

By The Associated Press

Dorothy Cotton, who worked closely with the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr., taught nonviolence to demon-
strators before marches and sometimes calmed ten-
sions by singing church hymns, has died. She was 88.

Cotton died June 10 at the Kendal at Ithaca retire-
ment community in New York, said Jared Harrison, a
close friend who was at her bedside. Harrison said she
had battled illnesses recently but didn’t specify a cause
of death.

Cotton was among a small number of women in
leadership positions at the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference during the civil rights era, and she led
the Atlanta-based civil rights group’s Citizenship Edu-
cation Program.

“She had a beautiful voice, and when things got
tense, Dorothy was the one who would start up a song
to relieve the tension,” said Xernona Clayton, who was
King’s office manager in Atlanta and organized protest
marches and fundraisers.

“She had such a calming influence in her person-
ality,” Clayton added. “She had a personality that would
lend itself to people listening to her.”

Cotton became one of King’s closest colleagues
and worked at the SCLC for more than a decade.

Cotton also commanded respect from her male
counterparts within the group, said Bernard Lafayette
Jr., a longtime civil rights leader who is now chairman
of the SCLC’s national board.

When King and others ventured to parts of the
Deep South that had a reputation for violence against
Blacks, Cotton was fearless, Lafayette recalled in an in-
terview.

“She was very courageous,” Lafayette said. “She
never hesitated.”

A key focus of Cotton’s work was voter education,
and teaching people how to read ballots, how to vote
and the importance of voting, said Edwina Moss of
Cleveland, Ohio, who was civil rights leader Andrew
Young’s administrative assistant.

“She worked a lot in Mississippi, Alabama, Geor-
gia — just all over — everywhere where there was a
need,” Moss said. “It was extremely important work; it
was probably the core foundation of the organization.”

Cotton remained active in civil rights and educa-
tion after King’s death, later serving as an administra-
tor at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York.

During a commemoration of King’s death in 1993,
Cotton said that people need to take responsibility for
carrying on the mission of racial equality.

“Rosa Parks didn’t wait to see what everybody else
was doing. She just did it,” Cotton said of the woman
who inspired the Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycotts
by refusing to give her seat to a white man. “We should
ask ourselves what we’re doing. It starts with ourselves,
our families and our churches.”

Cotton was born in Goldsboro, North Carolina. She
and her three sisters were raised by her father after
her mother died when she was very young, according
to Cotton’s online biography at the Dorothy Cotton In-
stitute. She attended Shaw University in Raleigh before
earning a bachelor’s degree in English and library sci-
ence at Virginia State College in 1955. She earned a
master’s degree in speech therapy from Boston Uni-
versity in 1960.

She met King when he preached at the church she
attended in Petersburg, Virginia, and was invited shortly
thereafter to join the staff at the SCLC.

Harrison, who worked with Cotton at Cornell while
she served as director of student activities, said a small
private burial and larger public memorial were being
planned in Ithaca but details hadn’t been finalized.

AUSTIN, TX – Six-
Category STELLAR
Award winner JJ
Hairston and Youthful
Praise in Austin for a
Community Concert,
recognizing community
leaders, the late nation-
ally-recognized singer/
songwriter, Madame
Orean Cosby and the
late Billy F. Harden of
Spectrum Theater.

Come out and ex-
perience the 2018 Na-

tional Gospel Stellar
Award winner, JJ
Hairston and Youthful
Praise, who was re-
cently awarded in six
categories for their mu-
sic and the song, “You
Deserve It”.  Hosted by
Unity Events, we will
gather at this Commu-
nity Concert to celebrate
God and give tribute to
Madame Orean Cosby.

Soulfruit, Natori
Blue, Claudia Williams

and the St. James Mass
Choir with special guest
vocalist Lady Kayla
Freeman, Maurice Grif-
fin of the “Sunday Best”
televions show and The
Levites will also be min-
istering at the concert.
The event will be held
on Saturday, June 30th
at 7 p.m. at St. James
Baptist Church, located
at 3417 East Martin
Luther King, Jr., Boule-
vard.

Community Concert Celebrating
Community Leaders

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase

a monthly ad for your
church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082
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Diaspora Vote Holds Juneteenth-Barbecue
by Tsoke

(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Sunday,  June 10,
2018, Diaspora Vote held
its annual Pre
Juneteenth-event.   Ac-
cording to the organizers,
the theme of the Pre
Juneteenth-was “bridg-
ing a bridge between the
African Diaspora Com-
munity with the African
American community
and other communities
in Central Texas.”  Not
only was it an opportu-
nity to bui ld a bridge
among various commu-
nity but also an opportu-
nity to learn about the
significant of Juneteenth.

According to the or-
ganizers, the event ex-
ceeded their expectation

of the number of attend-
ees.    According to the or-
ganizers, “we expected
about 15 people; how-
ever, 25 people came to
the event.”  Some of the
attendee included some
elected official, such as,

Judge Yvonne Williams of
Travis County Justice of
Peace Precinct One; and
of Hilda Montgomery the
first African American
woman to be elected to
the Round Rock City
Council.  In addition, there

were some community
leader also present, such,
as Craig Moore, the presi-
dent of the Black Austin
Democrats.

Not only did the at-
tendee learn about the
importance of the
Juneteenth event, but
also enjoyed some good
barbecue.  According to
Purcell, one of the at-
tendee, who stated, “ I
was able to meet people
and also enjoy some
good barbecue.”  Accord-
ing to organizers, “we
plan to hold another Pre
Juneteenth for the year
of 2019.” Moreover,
Diaspora Vote is an orga-
nization that seek to edu-
cate and encourage im-
migrant populations to
get more engaged in lo-
cal politics.

Pictured left to right are: Hilda Montgomery
and Judge Yvonne Williams.

Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

James Talarico
Launches Campaign

in Round Rock, Texas
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

 James Talarico

On June 9, 2018,
James Talarico, candidate
for Texas House District 52
held a campaign opening
in Round Rock.  Moreover,
Mr. Talarico is the Demo-
cratic Party nominee who
will face Cynthia Flores,
the Republican nominee.
Since Larry Gonzales who
was the former represen-
tative of Texas House 52
resigned, then this race is
considered as an “open
seat.”   In addition, Texas

House District 52 is consid-
ered to be a “swing dis-
trict”, due to the fact it can
go either way.

Since it is considered
as a “swing district”
Democrats strongly be-
lieve that they can win this
seat.    Furthermore, it is
considered as a swing dis-
trict due to its “demo-
graphic shift.”  Over the
years, more liberal
Austinites have been mov-
ing into W illiamson
County due to the issue of
affordability.   In addition,
Williamson County has
seen a drastic increase of
immigrants due to its high-
tech industries.   In the
past years, people from
South Asia (India); the Af-
rican continent; and the
Middle East has called
Williamson home.

Finally, Texas House
District 52 covers the East-
ern half of Williamson
County.   It includes areas
such as: Round Rock,
Georgetown, Sun City,
Hutto, Taylor and numer-
ous other surrounding
municipalities.  Moreover,
it is population growth in
the various cities has
caused it to become a
swing district.  According
to Diaspora Vote, a demo-
crat who can reach out
and galvanize the various
immigrant population can
win this district.

Central Texas
Burkinabe Community
Elects a New President

On June 10, 2018,
Rachid Mandani was
elected president of the
Texas Burkinabe commu-
nity living in the State of
Texas.   As the president,
his job will be to represent
the Burkinabe Diaspora
living in Central Texas but
also those living through-
out the State of Texas.   Ac-
cording to an un-official
census, there are at least
250 Burkinabe living in the
Central Texas.   Moreover,
his job as president is build
a strong Burkinabe com-
munity in Texas.

As president, there
are three main pillars that
he will focus on; in order,
to build a strong
Burkinabe community in
Central Texas and through-
out the State of Texas.   Ac-
cording to Mr. Mandani,
the 1st pillar of building a

strong community will be
to develop the community
economic base.   In other
words, he will seek to en-
courage more people in
his community to start of
a business.  2nd aspect will
be to get his community
more politically involved.
Moreover, it will be impor-
tant for them to reach out
to more elected officials
throughout the State of
Texas.

Finally, the third pillar
will be established cul-
tural/social event that will
showcase their culture.
According to Mandani,
“the use of culture will
help educate Americans
about Burkina and also
about the Burkinabe
Diaspora living in Central
Texas and throughout the
entire State of Texas.”  Fi-
nally, since his election he
has been busy trying to
reach out to people who
can establish this vision.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

 Rachid Mandany

SIX SQUARE: Cultivating Emerging Artists
by Monae Miller

soulciti
This summer, Six

Square is proud to
present a new music se-
ries named Musical Ex-
plorations featuring
new artists of color who
specialize in performing
urban music genres.

The series kicks off
this Tuesday, June 12th,
and every second Tues-
day of the month until
August 14th in the Afri-
can American Cultural
Heritage Center Court-
yard, located at 912 E
11th St in East Austin
from 6pm-8pm. Noted
musical styles include
jazz, blues, R&B,
neosoul, and hip-hop.

The full artist
schedule for this Tues-
day includes Atlanta
artist Baby Rose, Austin
favorites The Peterson
Brothers, and Blue
Moon from San Marcos.
The concert is free to at-
tend with an RSVP and
everyone is encouraged
to bring a suggested do-
nation to help with the
operation cost of the se-

ries.
The current pro-

gram director, Keyheira
Keys, is confident that
Six Square has become
an “integral community
organization by provid-
ing opportunities to art-
ists of color and facilitat-
ing the promotion of
Black cultural arts.”

There are plans to
expand the summer
music series to include
more diverse genres
and increase the num-
ber of participating art-
ists. Keys also designed
the program to “culti-
vate music career expe-

riences for emerging art-
ists” by pairing them
with more those more
established or touring so
they can network and
exchange best practices.

Six Square was
formed to preserve the
Black arts and culture
engrained in the six
square miles located in
East Austin historically
meant to solidify racial
segregation. The Musi-
cal Exploration summer
series is just one of the
many opportunities
provided by Six Square
for Black art and culture
to thrive in Austin.

They will continue
to provide amazing
business opportunities
for those who have
made a career in art as
they continue to receive
support from the com-
munity and the artists
that benefit from their
platform.

If you are ready to
make your art a busi-
ness, you should defi-
nitely contact Six Square
for assistance on
Facebook or their offi-
cial website, as they are
accepting applications
from artists of color age
18-25 years.

BabyRose

Officials Cut
Ribbon On
Terrace at

Walnut Creek,
Austin’s First
Public/Private

Affordable
Housing

Community
Developed by
Travis County

Housing
Finance

Corporation
The NRP Group and
TCHFC Partnered to

Bring 324-Unit
Workforce Housing

Project to Austin
Austin, T.X. (June 08,

2018) – Travis County
Commissioner Jeff
Travillion Sr., County Judge
Sarah Eckhardt, and other
officials joined representa-
tives of The NRP Group to
celebrate the grand open-

ing of The Terrace at Wal-
nut Creek with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony.

 The ribbon-cutting
marked the opening of the
324-unit affordable hous-
ing community that Travis
County Housing Finance
Corporation (TCHFC) co-
developed with The NRP
Group, a nationally recog-
nized vertically integrated,
developer, builder, and
manager of multifamily
housing.

 TCHFC, which has a
mandate to meet the
housing needs of families
with moderate-low in-
comes in Travis County,
acted as both the general
partner and general con-
tractor for the project with
The NRP Group. TCHFC
was also the bond issuer
for the $50 million, 4 per-
cent tax credit and private
activity bond financed
property.

 “The Terrace at Wal-
nut Creek is the perfect ex-
ample of a public/private
partnership that grows the
economy and serves the
community,” said Jeff

Travillion, Travis County
Commissioner Precinct 1.
“By working together,
quality affordable housing
has been made available
to a community that was
feeling the pressures of a
rapidly growing region.”

 Located on 27 acres
at 8712 Old Manor Road
near Big Walnut Creek Na-
ture Preserve, in an area
transitioning from subur-
ban to urban, The Terrace
at Walnut Creek is com-
prised of one-, two- three-
and four-bedroom apart-
ment homes. Community
amenities include a crys-
tal-clear pool with
sundeck and barbeque
pits, playground, 24-hour
fitness center, business
center, lounge/community
room, activity room and
on-site laundry facility.

 Apartment ameni-
ties include modern
cabinetry and plank floor-
ing, fully-equipped kitch-
ens with granite
countertops, full-size
washer/dryer connec-
tions, oversized walk-in
closets, 9" ceiling heights

and covered patios/balco-
nies. The property also of-
fers Energy Star-rated ap-
pliances, energy efficient
HVAC systems and win-
dows, as well as water
conservation features.

 “With the growing
demand in Austin for inno-
vative and essential hous-
ing, The Terrace

at Walnut Creek fits
seamlessly into the vision
that Travis County has for
the neighborhood,” said
Dan Markson, Executive
Vice President of Develop-
ment at The NRP Group.
“We look forward to
partnering with TCHFC
again to continue this re-
juvenation and develop
quality apartment homes
for this booming area.”

 The apartments at
Terrace at Walnut Creek
include a mix of units at 40
percent and 60 percent of
Area Median Income,
which would be $34,400
(40 percent) and $51,600

See
LOW INCOME,

page 5
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Lawmakers explore school safety solutions at the Texas Capitol
By Defender News Service

Nearly three weeks
after a shooter killed 10
people at a high school
southeast of Houston, law-
makers gathered at the
Texas Capitol on Monday
to discuss new school
safety measures that
might prevent another
tragedy — and stopped
short of rallying behind
ideas like adding metal
detectors to schools or
updating school architec-
ture.

“It’s going to be very
difficult to stop every inci-
dent,” said state Sen. Larry
Taylor, R-Friendswood,
discussing the variety of
situations in which stu-
dents could be harmed.

Monday’s meeting
came after Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick, a Republican, cre-
ated the Senate Select
Committee on Violence in
Schools & School Security
to study ways to limit vio-
lence in Texas public
schools before they re-
open in August. Prior to
those orders, Abbott had

released a 40-page school
safety plan with dozens of
proposals of his own in re-
sponse to the shooting at
Santa Fe High School.

Lawmakers studied
many of Abbott’s ideas
Monday, including ensur-
ing that teachers are
trained through Mental
Health First Aid, a day-long
course that trains individu-
als on how to spot and re-
spond to mental illness
and substance abuse.
State Sen. Charles
Schwertner, R-
Georgetown, said around
25,000 school staff mem-
bers in Texas have already
been trained through the
program.

“So much of this is
mental health related, if not
most of it,” said state Sen.
John Whitmire, D-Houston.

Attendees also pro-
posed putting sensors on
school doors in order to
make sure teachers and
students don’t prop doors
open for outside people to
walk in. Taylor said having

cameras on those doors
can help school officials
know who left the door
open, resulting in possible
punishment for either the
student or the teacher.

But lawmakers were
divided on other ideas.

The use of metal de-
tectors in schools was a
recurring theme in
Monday’s hearing, where
state Sen. Joan Huffman,
R-Houston, suggested that
the machines could curb
school shootings.

“No one wants to talk
about metal detectors but

that’s the only way to
keep guns out of the
schools,” Huffman said.

But other lawmak-
ers, including Taylor, who
chairs the committee,
called metal detectors a
“complex issue,” particu-
larly  since screening stu-
dents could leave large
groups of them waiting
outside — making them
targets.

Mike Matranga, ex-
ecutive director for secu-
rity and school safety at
Texas City ISD, said he
worried about those

crowds at school en-
trances.

“If someone is deter-
mined to cause chaos —
they’re gonna do it,”
Matranga said.

Others said they wor-
ried that metal detectors
might be an intimidating
presence in the schools.
But Bob Podhrasky, a se-
nior vice president for the
Texas-based company
Garrett Metal Detectors,
said the goal is to intimi-
date people not to carry
weapons.

“[Intimidation] may to

be a good thing,” Podhrasky
said.

In addition to metal
detectors, lawmakers dis-
cussed designing schools
to prevent threats, like by
keeping administrative of-
fices at the front of schools.
Legislators also briefly dis-
cussed monitoring cam-
eras, limiting school access
points and improving locks.

But lawmakers didn’t
immediately indicate how
they might pick their favor-
ite ideas. When Abbott
listed off his proposals, he
said legislative action was
needed for many of them.
He also said he was open
to the idea of calling a spe-
cial session of the Texas
Legislature to pass propos-
als before school starts this
fall, but only if lawmakers
showed some “consensus
on some laws that could be
passed.”

The committee will
meet again Tuesday to dis-
cuss other ideas Abbott has
raised, including mental
health screenings and arm-
ing school personnel.

(60 percent) for a four-person household, respec-
tively. There are limits on the amount of income a quali-
fied tenant or households of tenants of The Terrace at
Walnut Creek can earn and limits on the price of rent
charged per household.

 More information about leasing an apartment at
The Terrace at Walnut Creek can be found at http://
www.terracewalnutcreek. com.

The Travis County Housing Finance Corporation
(TCHFC) was created in 1980 to assist in meeting the
housing needs of low and moderate income families in
Travis County. TCHFC provides single-family home own-
ership (including down payment assistance) to first time
homebuyers who meet certain income requirements.
In addition, TCHFC issues tax-exempt bonds to finance
the construction or acquisition of multifamily apart-
ments that must provide rental units to certain low and
moderate income families. As appropriate, TCHFC also
co-develops and assumes an ownership role on some
of these projects.

 To date, TCHFC has been involved in the financ-
ing, ownership and/or construction of approximately
4,600 units of workforce housing throughout Travis
County, as well as the City of Austin.

 TCHFC works with consultants, developers,
realtors, lenders and elected officials to build relation-
ships that benefit Travis County residents. By providing
these programs and building local partnerships, TCHFC
fulfills its mission of providing safe, sanitary and quality
affordable housing to the residents of Travis County.

The Travis County Housing Finance
Corporation was created to assist in

meeting the housing needs of low and
moderate income families in Travis County

Continued from page 4

“The Pflugerville
Independent School District

will open Proposals for:
Trainer Equipment &

Supplies
on Tuesday, July 10, 2018

@ 2:00 p.m.
All proposals may be submitted
(by mail or hand carry) to:
Pflugerville ISD
       1401 West Pecan
   Pflugerville, TX 78660
      Attn:  Janie Ornelas
Proposals may be picked up in
person or downloaded from the
PISD website at:
www.pfisd.net.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

On July 10, 2018 at 9 A.M., in
the Travis County
Commissioners Courtroom on
the 1st floor at 700 Lavaca
Street, the Travis County
Commissioners will receive
public comment on the Travis
County District Clerk’s
Records Management Plan for
Fiscal Year 2019, which
includes the DISTRICT
COURT RECORDS TECH-
NOLOGY FUND (FUND 139)
and RECORDS MANAGE-
MENT AND PRESERVATION
FUND (FUND 127).
To review a copy of the Plan
before the hearing, contact
Laura Jimenez of the Travis
County District Clerk's Office
at (512) 854-9737.

New Jobs for the
Week of 06/10/2018

Assistant III, Administrative
Cypress Creek Campus

Job# 1806004
Assistant, Student Services

South Austin Campus
Job# 1806003

Grounds Keeper
Riverside Campus

Job# 1806002
Coordinator, ABE/HSE Programs

Location is as assigned
Job# 1805067

Technician, Senior IT (Computer
Lab Support)

Northridge Campus
Job# 1805060

Buyer
Service Center
Job# 1806015

Assistant, Senior Admissions
Highland Business Center

Job# 1806013
Scheduler, Interpreter Services-

Part-Time (75%)
Riverside Campus

Job# 1806012
Assistant, Student Services

San Gabriel Campus
Job# 1806007

Specialist, Technology
Highland Business Center

Job# 1805009
Assistant III, Administrative

Cypress Creek Campus
Job# 1806004

 AUSTIN COMMUNITY
COLLEGE (ACC) DISTRICT is
requesting sealed proposals from
qualified firms for the purposes of
selecting a respondent to provide
Custodial Supplies and Services.
• Request For Proposals RFP No.
485-18-0012-00-S-SM
All sealed proposals must be
submitted to the Purchasing
Department by no later than on
Thursday, July 5, 2018 at 2:00 PM
Central Standard Time (CST).
Solicitation documents are available
on the ACC Purchasing website at
http://www.austincc.edu/offices/
purchasing/advertised-solicitations,
or at the ACC Purchasing Office
with advance notice at (512)-223-
1269 between the hours of 9:00 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
All responses must be sealed and
returned to the ACC Purchasing
Office, ACC Service Center, 9101
Tuscany Way, Austin, Texas 78754,
by the date and time indicated
above.
Electronically transmitted
responses will NOT be accepted
unless otherwise stated in the
documents.
Mandatory Pre-Proposal
Conference will be scheduled.
Please see solicitation for
information and details.

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Wine and
Beer Retailer’s Permit by Jose
Garcia dba Tio Pepe Chicken,
to be located at 6406 N i35
SVRD Ste 2510, Austin, Travis,
Texas. Officers of said
corporation JGCANTU
Limited Liability Company are
Jose Garcia Managing Member.

State Sen. Charles Schwertner, R-Georgetown (center), listens to testimony
at a hearing held by the Senate Select Committee on Violence in Schools
& School Security on June 11, 2018. Schwertner is flanked by fellow
committee members Sens. Royce West, D-Dallas (left), and Brandon
Creighton, R-Conroe.

   (AUSTIN, TX) —
Jeremiah Program Austin
was chosen from more
than 100 applicants to re-
ceive one of Impact
Austin’s four grant awards
and attended the check
presentation at Austin City
Hall this morning. The
women of Impact Austin
awarded four high-impact
grants of the same size to
their new 2018 Commu-
nity Partners whose pro-
grams will change the lives
of Central Texas youth and
families: Jeremiah Pro-
gram, CASA of Travis
County, Helping Hand
Home for Children, and
Communities in Schools
of Central Texas.

Jeremiah Program
helps transform families
from poverty to prosperity
two generations at a time
by providing single moth-
ers and their preschool-
aged children with safe af-
fordable housing, support
for college, high-quality
early childhood education,
empowerment and life
skills classes, all within a
supportive community on
the Jeremiah Program
campus in east Austin. The
grant from Impact Austin
will support empower-
ment and life skills classes,
which build confidence,
competence, and commu-
nity among young single
mothers in Austin. The life
skills curriculum is offered
on a rotating calendar
which runs 26 weeks a
year and focuses on
Health & Wellness; Finan-
cial Literacy; Parenting &
Child Development; and
Career Development &

Education.
Jeremiah Program

prepares single mothers to
excel in the work place,
readies their children to
succeed in school, and re-
duces generational depen-
dence on public assis-
tance. Currently, more
than 25,000 single moth-
ers are living in poverty in
the Austin area with
56,000 children under 18.
Nearly half of all these
families living in poverty
are single-mother house-
holds.

Jeremiah’s holistic
approach provides indi-
vidualized support to
help women complete
career-track, college de-
gree programs. One of
the advantages of
Jeremiah is its ability to
assist single moms with
wrap-around services so
they can become self-re-
liant while also support-
ing their children. Nearly
90 percent of children in
Jeremiah’s child develop-
ment centers are per-
forming above age-devel-
opment benchmarks and
the average annual wage
of our graduates from the
past five years is nearly
$48,000.

Jeremiah Program
Austin opened a new cam-
pus in 2017 with 35 two-
bedroom apartments,
community and meeting
space, a five classroom
child development center,
two playgrounds, and a
computer lab. The pro-
gram is currently accept-
ing applications for single
mothers interested in en-
tering the program.

Impact Austin grants
$111,500 to support

Jeremiah Program Austin
as one of its 2018

Community Partners
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Poll shows
74

percent of
Austinites

would
welcome

Major
League
Soccer

Survey by
Opinion
Analysts
indicates

wide margins
of support in

all council
districts
AUSTIN, TX - A

recent survey by Opin-
ion Analysts that polled
400 likely Austin voters
shows that three out of
four Austinites approve
of bringing a Major
League Soccer (MLS)
team to town. After
hearing detailed specif-
ics of putting a privately
funded soccer-specific
stadium and soccer park
at McKalla Place, 72 per-
cent of respondents still
support the plan.

Precourt Sports Ventures, which is exploring
moving its MLS club to Austin, paid for the survey.
Dave Greeley, president of Precourt Sports Ven-
tures, said the poll results were heartening. “The
numbers validate what previous polls have shown—
Austinites support having a Major League Soccer
team here. The latest poll also shows that respon-
dents approve of McKalla Place as the site for the
club to use private funding for a stadium and soc-
cer park.”

Most important to the respondents were the
facts that Precourt Sports Ventures would not only
build a stadium to host soccer matches and com-
munity events, but also create a surrounding park
with abundant green space, walkability, perfor-
mance grounds and open space and staging areas
for Austinites to enjoy 52 weeks a year. Also key to
supporters were the facts that the stadium and
soccer park would be built using only private money
and that Major League Soccer game schedules—
with most games on Saturday and Sunday eve-
nings—would have little impact during peak traffic
hours.

“We were pleased to see wide margins of sup-
port in all council districts,” David Butts, an Austin
political consultant who is serving as an advisor
for this project, said. “We look forward to sharing
the results of this poll with our elected leaders, as
we know it will be important to them to hear input
from their constituents.”

The survey indicated approval ratings for bring-
ing Major League Soccer to Austin, broken down
by city council district, as follows:

District 1 (Houston):         80.5%
District 2 (Garza):             60.6%
District 3 (Renteria):         74.5%
District 4 (Casar):             64.6%
District 5 (Kitchen):          77.6%
District 6 (Flannigan):       79.3%
District 7 (Pool):              63.8%
District 8 (Troxclair):        81.5%
District 9 (Tovo):             71.3%
District 10 (Alter):            69.3%
“We have a unique vision for McKalla Place

way beyond major league sports. It includes hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in economic impact for

the City of Austin and
Travis County, significant
community benefits with
a focus on affordable
housing through col-
laboration with Founda-
tion Communities, as-
surances to protect the
City of Austin and oppor-
tunities for the commu-
nity to enjoy a parcel of
land that has sat vacant
for more than two de-
cades,” Greeley said.
“We are pleased that
Austinites are as excited
as we are about this vi-
sion and plan.”

The Austin City
Council is scheduled to
discuss the future of
Major League Soccer in
Austin and the potential
of a privately funded
soccer stadium at
McKalla Place during its
work session on Tues-
day, June 12, 2018.

Survey respondents
were drawn from a list
of likely voters in Austin
city elections on the ba-
sis of prior voting history
and were distributed
geographically according
to voter turnout patterns
in similar elections. The
interviews were con-
ducted by phone be-
tween May 29, 2018 and
June 3, 2018. The results
of a random sample sur-
vey of this size are statis-
tically accurate to within
a +/- 4.9 percent at the
95 percent confidence
level.

Supreme Court Allows Ohio, Other State Voter Purges;
Civil Rights Groups Alarmed By The Associated Press

Civil rights groups are worried that a recent Supreme Court decision will make it easier to purge
minority voters from the rolls. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)

States can target
people who haven’t cast
ballots in a while in efforts
to purge their voting rolls,
the Supreme Court ruled
Monday in a case that has
drawn wide attention
amid stark partisan divi-
sions and the approach of
the 2018 elections.

By a 5-4 vote that
split the conservative and
liberal justices, the court
rejected arguments in a
case from Ohio that the
practice violates a federal
law intended to increase
the ranks of registered vot-
ers. A handful of other
states also use voters’ in-
activity to trigger pro-
cesses that could lead to
their removal from the
voting rolls.

Justice Samuel Alito
said for the court that Ohio
is complying with the 1993
National Voter Registra-
tion Act. He was joined by
his four conservative col-
leagues in an opinion that
drew praise from Republi-
can officials and conserva-
tive scholars.

The four liberal jus-
tices dissented, and civil
rights groups and some
Democrats warned that
more Republican-led
states could enact voter
purges similar to Ohio’s.

Ohio is of particular
interest nationally be-
cause it is one of the larger
swing states in the coun-
try with the potential to
determine the outcome of
presidential elections. But
partisan fights over ballot
access are playing out
across the country. Demo-
crats have accused Repub-

licans of trying to suppress
votes from minorities and
poorer people who tend
to vote for Democrats. Re-
publicans have argued
that they are trying to pro-
mote ballot integrity and
prevent voter fraud.

Ohio’s contested
voter purge stems from an
inoffensive requirement in
federal law that states
have to make an effort to
keep their voter rolls in
good shape by removing
people who have moved
or died.

But Ohio pursues its
goal more aggressively
than most, relying on two
things: voter inactivity
over six years encompass-
ing three federal elections
and the failure to return a
card, sent after the first

missed election, asking
people to confirm that
they have not moved and
continue to be eligible to
vote.

Voters who return
the card or show up to
vote over the next four
years after they receive it
remain registered. If they
do nothing, their names
eventually fall off the list
of registered voters.

The case hinged on a
provision of the voter reg-
istration law that prohib-
its removing someone
from the voting rolls “by
reason of the person’s fail-
ure to vote.”

Alito said that the
two factors show that
Ohio “does not strike any
registrant solely by reason
of the failure to vote.”

Justice Stephen
Breyer, countered in his dis-
sent: “In my view, Ohio’s
program does just that.”
Breyer said many people
received mailings that they
discard without looking at
them. Failure to return the
notice “shows nothing at all
that is statutorily signifi-
cant,” he wrote.

In a separate dissent,
Justice Sonia Sotomayor
said Congress enacted the
voter registration law
“against the backdrop of
substantial efforts by
states to disenfranchise
low-income and minority
voters.” The court’s deci-
sion essentially endorses
“the very purging that
Congress expressly sought
to protect against,”
Sotomayor wrote.

Richard Hasen, an
election law expert at the
University of California at
Irvine, called the case “a
close question of statutory
interpretation.” Hasen
said the lawsuit the court
resolved Monday did not
involve allegations of dis-
crimination against minor-
ity voters, and he sug-
gested the laws in Ohio
and other states could be
vulnerable to a legal chal-
lenge on those grounds.

Civil rights groups
said the court should be
focused on making it
easier for people to vote,
not allowing states to put
up roadblocks to casting
ballots.

“With the midterm
election season now un-
derway, the court’s ruling

demands heightened lev-
els of vigilance as we an-
ticipate that officials will
read this ruling as a green
light for loosely purging
the registration rolls in
their community,” said
Kristen Clarke, president
and executive director of
the Lawyers’ Committee
for Civil Rights Under Law.

Ohio has used voters’
inactivity to trigger the re-
moval process since 1994,
although groups repre-
senting voters did not sue
the Republican secretary
of state, Jon Husted, until
2016. As part of the law-
suit, a judge last year or-
dered the state to count
7,515 ballots cast by
people whose names had
been removed from the
voter rolls.

Husted called the de-
cision “a victory for elec-
toral integrity.” He is run-
ning for lieutenant gover-
nor this November on the
Republican ticket headed
by Mike DeWine, the cur-
rent attorney general.

Adding to the tension
in the case, the Trump ad-
ministration reversed the
position taken by the
Obama administration
and backed Ohio’s method
for purging voters.

Last week, President
Donald Trump said he
would nominate Eric
Murphy, the Ohio lawyer
who argued the case on
the state’s behalf, to a seat
on the Cincinnati-based
6th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals. A three-judge
panel on that court had
ruled 2-1 that Ohio’s prac-
tice was illegal.
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