Presorted Standard
U.S. Postage Paid
Austin, Texas
Permit No. 01949

TPA
TEXAS
www.TheAustinVillager.com

PUBLISHERS
ASSOCIATION

This paper can
be recycled

Vol. 45

No. 42

Phone: 512-476-0082

Email: vil3202@aol.com

“We Rise”
12th & Chicon mural back in full effect!

RAPPIN’

by Nefertitti Jackmon | Six Square Executive Director

March 9, 2018

INSIDE
UT Austin launches
new personalized
career program.

See WORLD
Page 3

Tommy Wyatt

State
Representative
District 46 is
still undecided.

One of the most talked
about political races this
season
was
State
Representative District
46. That is the seat that
is currently held by Rep.
Dawnna Dukes. She has
held the position for
more than two decades.
She is also the only
African American in the
Austin
delegation.
However, she came in
third in a six person race
in the March 6 Primary
election.
There will be a run off
between Sheryl Cole and
Jose “Chito” Vela who
were top vote-getters in
the race. Vela received
39.57% of the vote and
Cole was a close second
with 38.24% of the vote
and Dukes received
10.17% of the vote.
We can look for a very
heated race in District 46,
because the district is still
heavily populated by
African Americans and
Hispanics.
Both
candidates will have to
appeal to the new residents
who have moved into the
area who will have a lot of
influence in this race.
As East Austin is being
redeveloped, both African
Americans and Hispanics
are moving from this
district to other parts of the
area. As a result, their
influence is being reduced.
However, African Americans have more to lose.
This election saw a
record number of voters
going to the polls. It
appears that the Democratic Party will make a
greater effort to get more
democrats in office, both
at the local and national
level. Some are beginning to believe that the
Democrats will have a
chance to gain control of
either the House of
Representatives or the
Senate during the
November General election. But to do that, the
Democrats need to keep
up the momentum that
they showed during
THIS election.

Up Season empowers
culture through
creative arts.

AUSTIN, TX - Thank you to everyone who came
out to support and celebrate the 12th and Chicon mural “We Rise” unveiling. It is humbling and inspiring to
see how the community has embraced and taken ownership of this mural. Chris Rogers has poured himself
into this piece and has given a gift to the African American cultural legacy of East Austin.
Special thanks to Dream Out Loud Experience,
Mission Possible, and the 12th Street Merchants Association. Your support made the event possible and
an overwhelming success.
Six Square is committed to continuing to bring
work like this, and other culturally relevant programming and experiences to the District, but we can’t do
it without your financial support. Please make a donation today; all donations large and small make a difference. That’s what happened at 12th & Chicon, everyone supported the work and that’s why it was a beautiful experience.

See SZN
Page 6

Former
U.S. Commissioner
receives Lifetime
Achievement honors.

See PROFILES
Page 7

CHRIS ROGERS

90th Oscars Dance
Between Honoring and
Correcting the Past

Trump Blames
Obama for
Russia
Investigation,
...Again

by: The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES, CA - Held one year ago, the 90th
Academy Awards would have very likely been a rosecolored nostalgia fest.
But this year, with a culture-wide reckoning over
decades of sexual misconduct, a film business in decline, a volatile political climate and the fact that last
year the esteemed show couldn’t even manage to
present its biggest award correctly, the film academy
and host Jimmy Kimmel on Sunday staged a complex
and sometimes incongruous dance of attempting to
both honor and atone for the past.
In many ways, the show inside the Dolby Theatre
went exactly as planned — scripted, tight, full of pastlooking montages, forward-thinking speeches and produced to appeal to all. Presenters Faye Dunaway and
Warren Beatty got a best picture redo, (“What happened last year is Waterhouse under the bridge,”
Kimmel quipped) and 86-year-old Rita Moreno got to
wear her dress from the 1962 ceremony again.
The Walt Disney Co. sneaked a fair amount of
promos (“A Wrinkle in Time,” and “Mary Poppins Returns”) and self-congratulations (for “Black Panther”)
into its ABC broadcast and the production did its best
to appeal to the “regular moviegoer” by trotting out
Gal Gadot and other stars to literally give candy to a
theater full of people.
The awards also effectively skirted the awkwardness of having an accused man in the spotlight by shifting around long-held presenter traditions and having
Jodie Foster and Jennifer Lawrence present the best
actress award instead of Casey Affleck. Emma Stone
got her Natalie Portman moment, presenting the directing award to “four men and Greta Gerwig.” Activists like #MeToo creator Tarana Burke were included in
a song segment. And three Harvey Weinstein accusers, Ashley Judd, Salma Hayek and Annabella Sciorra,
were given a moment to themselves on stage for noth-

by: Micha Gree
AFRO Washington,
D.C. Editor

Jordan Peele accepts the award for best original
screenplay for “Get Out” at the Oscars on Sunday,
March 4, 2018, at the Dolby Theatre in Los
Angeles. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP)
ing more than the fact that they were brave enough to
speak up before a hopeful video played highlighting a
changing industry, post #MeToo and more diverse.
The video highlighted Greta Gerwig, the fifth
woman to ever be nominated for best director, Yance
Ford, the first transgender nominee for “Strong Island,”
Dee Rees, whose “Mudbound” scored a historic cinematographer nomination and the Pakistan-born Kumail
Nanjiani, nominated for “The Big Sick.”
The nominees signaled a renaissance. The winners
told a slightly different story.
With a more diverse, more international and
younger infusion of voting members into the film academy, the movie in love with movies still won the top
awards. Guillermo del Toro’s fantasy romance “The
Shape of Water,” won best picture, director, score and
production design.
“Growing up in Mexico, I thought this could never
happen,” del Toro said. “It happens.”
The acting awards, which have been locked for
See ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY, page 2

AFRO - A year ago,
Sunday, the current President and Tweeter-in-Chief,
took to Twitter to accuse
his predecessor, Barack
Obama, of wiretapping
Trump Tower. While the
accusations were unfounded, one year later, on
Monday, March 5, Trump
went back on Twitter to,
again, point the finger at
the former president for
meddling in the investigation between his 2016
campaign and Russia, in
order to increase the
chances of the election of
Hillary Clinton.
“Why did the Obama
Administration start an investigation into the Trump
Campaign (with zero proof
of wrongdoing) long before the Election in November? Wanted to disSee WATERGATE!, pg 7
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Jordan Peele, first African-American to win best original screenplay
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

three months, went to
the expected winners —
all esteemed veterans and
three of whom had never
been nominated before:
Frances McDormand won
best actress for “Three
Billboards Outside Ebbing,
Missouri” and her co-star
Sam Rockwell won for his
supporting performance.
Gary Oldman picked up the
best actor prize for transforming into W inston
Churchill in “Darkest
Hour” and Allison Janney
for becoming Tonya
Harding’s mother in “I,
Tonya.”
At 89, James Ivory
became the oldest Oscarwinner for his adapted
screenplay for “Call Me By
Your Name.” And Christopher Nolan’s ambitious
World War II nail-biter
“Dunkirk” picked up three
technical awards.
But Gerwig’s “Lady
Bird” left empty handed,
Rachel Morrison did not
become the first female
cinematography winner
(the long-snubbed Roger
Deakins got that honor finally for “Blade Runner
2049” after 14 nominations) and Ford was not the
first transgender Oscarwinner.

Co-stars Allison Williams and Daniel Kaluuya during a scene in the Oscar winning screenplay, GET OUT.
There were glimpses
of progress, in Chile’s “A
Fantastic Woman,” which
starred the transgender
actress Daniela Vega, won
best foreign film. Disney
and Pixar’s celebration of
Mexican culture, “Coco,”
took best animated feature, as well as best song
for “Remember Me.”
“The biggest thank
you of all to the people of
Mexico,” said director Lee
Unkrich to loud applause.
“Marginalized people deserve to feel like they belong. Representation mat-

ters.”
And Jordan Peele became the first AfricanAmerican to win best original screenplay for his horror sensation “Get Out.”
Peele
said
he
stopped writing it “20
times,” skeptical that it
would ever get made.
“But I kept coming
back to it because I knew
if someone would let me
make this movie, that
people would hear it and
people would see it,”
said Peele. “So I want to
dedicate this to all the

people who raised my
voice and let me make
this movie.”
Even McDormand
used her moment on stage
to make a statement on
behalf of women.
“If I may be so honored to have all the female nominees stand with
me,” McDormand said.
“We all have stories

to tell and projects we
need financed,” she
added, before uttering the
phrase “inclusion rider,”
referring to actors signing
contracts that mandate a
film’s gender and racial
inclusivity.
Everyone seemed to
take this moment of an industry in flux to heart.
“We can’t let bad be-

havior slide anymore,”
said Kimmel at the show’s
start. “The world is watching us.”
And indeed as the
last show in this very long
season, made even longer
thanks to the Olympics,
and with an unprecedented pressure to address all the ills of society
and 90 years of movies it
was perhaps always going
to be too big a feat for one
group of entertainers to
tackle in a single nearly
four-hour production.
There’s only so much
they can do, after all, and
there is no one like Kimmel
to remind everyone that it
is still the movie industry.
In an aside about the
pay disparity between
Mark Walhberg and
Michelle Williams for “All
the Money in the World”
reshoots, Kimmel said
upon discovering that both
actors were represented
by the same talent agency
that, “This one shook me.”
“If we can’t trust
agents, who can we
trust?”

National Association of African
American Studies and Associates 26th
Joint National Conference Dallas 2018

DALLAS, TX - Conference International Attendees: Daren Conrad, University of the West Indies, Trinidad and Tobago Ongama Mtimka, Nelson
Mandela University, South Africa. Ajanta Borgohain Rajkonwar, Dibrugarh University, India, Dr. Lemuel Berry, Jr., NAAAS & Affiliates, Founder, Lyn Snodgrass,
Nelson Mandela University, South Africa, Thulebona Gugulini Shawe, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, and Dr. Gaye Lang, Texas Education Agency.

National Board Members, Ambassadors, International Attendees and
Founder Dr. Gaye Lang presented a session on Restorative Discipline Practices at the Conference. Some participants received a copy of her book.

AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
100 E. 27TH STREET, AUSTIN, TX

Dr. Lang

www.theaustinvillager.com
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With
AUSTIN, TX – People
who are late in their careers and considering
what might come next
now have a new option at
The University of Texas at
Austin. The university will
launch a nine-month program that provides experienced professionals the
unique opportunity to explore the vast educational
resources of UT Austin
through a highly personalized curriculum, as well as
educational and networking opportunities outside
the classroom.
Called the TOWER
Fellows Program, it is designed for those seeking a
new purpose or career
path, looking to deepen
their knowledge, navigate
an entrepreneurial venture, or maybe just pursue
a lifelong dream. The program is now accepting applications for the inaugural class, with the first cohort of 25-30 fellows entering in fall 2018.
“The TOWER Fellows
Program is the perfect opportunity for highly accomplished individuals
from all walks of life to explore, discover, reflect and
prepare for whatever they
decide comes next,” said
Gaylen Paulson, associate
dean and director of Texas
Executive Education at the
McCombs School of Business. “We live in a time
when many people are re-

Austin
Urban
Music
Festival

thinking traditional retirement and exploring a second career path, and this
program is designed to
foster that exploration or
reignite a passion through
the resources and support
of the university.”
Inspired by Harvard
University’s Advanced
Leadership Initiative and
Stanford University’s Distinguished Careers Institute, the TOWER Fellows
Program offers individuals
a new way to engage with
the university. The curriculum allows fellows to access the full academic resources available at UT
Austin, with more than
12,000 classes for fellows
to choose from. As a part
of the program, each fellow is paired with a faculty
adviser who supports the
course decision-making
process, helping curate a
course load and outsidethe-classroom opportunities based on each fellow’s
individual priorities, goals
and needs.
In addition to two or
three academic courses

per semester, the program
fosters collaboration and
connection, including
dedicated seminars, learning workshops, social activities and a speaker series addressing specific
topics of interest to the
group. Fellows also enjoy
access to all the resources
the Texas campus and its
faculty have to offer, including access to campus
amenities and admittance
to the libraries and gym,
while living in the culturally rich city of Austin.
“The University of
Texas boasts one of the
most creative, energetic,
entrepreneurial learning
environments in the world
– and it is located in a city
with a long history of taking chances and approaching innovation with aggressive enthusiasm,” said
Isabella Cunningham, the
Stan Richards Chair in Advertising and Public Relations Strategy at the
Moody College of Communication, who is also serving as the faculty director
for the TOWER Fellows

Program. “This is a fertile
environment for exploration and self-fulfillment,
and we hope this program
provides people with the
platform for an exciting
period of discovery and
reinvention.”
The fellows will also
bring their individual expertise and real-world experiences to the program, offering UT Austin a versatile and
talented group of individuals with valuable hands-on
knowledge to share with
one another and with undergraduate and graduate
students in the classroom.
Their diverse professional
background will help shape
the networking component
of the TOWER Fellows Program and will add an
intergenerational perspective to the classes they take
because of their unique perspective and the ideas they
bring to the table.
Upon completion,
TOWER fellows will come
away from the experience
with a richer understanding of themselves, deeper
relationships with one another, and the coveted
badge of being a Longhorn
for life. Fellow alumni are
encouraged to continue
the relationships built during the program and will
have opportunities to participate in mentorship programs through the TOWER
Fellows Program alumni
network.

The
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Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DOUBLE
“R”

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875 Fax 512-478-1892
Bus Ministry

Call 512-478-1875

Sunday Services
Worship Service
Sunday School
Discipleship Training
Worship Service

8:00 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service
7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years
(Daily) 512-478-6709

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
5900 Cameron Road
Austin, Texas 78723-1843
(512) 451-0808 (512) 302-4575 Fax
Web Site - www.themount.net

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed., 12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m .

“Ministries For Mankind” Luke 4:18

A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

March 30-31, 2018 @ Auditorium Shores
More than 15,000 music revelers converge on Auditorium Shores
at Lady Bird Lake to enjoy Austin's only music festival focused
on R&B, neo-soul and hip hop music. www.urbanmusicfest.com

Manor Holds 10th Annual Black History Celebration Program

Agape Baptist Church
In“TheCentre”Bldg.F-157801N.LamarBlvd.(SECornerofNLamarand183)
AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.
For there is no greater love!

Church Services
SundaySchool
SundayWorship

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation
Websitewww.agapebcaustintx.com

Rev. H. Ed Calahan
Pastor

AMinistryThatMinisters

GlobalizingtheGospel
Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor
OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023
Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.

MANOR, TX - On Friday, February 23rd, 2018 the 10th Annual Black History Celebration Program
was held at the Manor Community Center in Manor, Texas hosted by Ms. Ruth Biscoe. Ms. Biscoe
has been hosting the Black History Celebration for 10 years. The Master of Ceremonies Kimberly
Chambers-Hodges, Guest Speaker Travis County Judge Sarah Eckhardt. Others guest speakers in
attendance were Arthur Sampson, Travis County Constable Pct.1- Danny Thomas, Travis County
Deputy Constable Pct.1 Sgt. Tanya Nixon, Superintendent of Manor ISD- Royce Avery, Manor Police
Department. Music Performed by Decker Middle School, Prayer by Minister Collins. The Black
History Celebration Program was well attended.

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

Rev. Darron E. Patterson
Pastor

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714
Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:
newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751
This life, therefore, is not righteousSunday Morning
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
Worship @ 11: am
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.
--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
4509 Springdale Road Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686 Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Sitestpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758
(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
“A Church with a Heart for The Community”
Senior Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

Experience Grace For Life
Rev. Jack C. Gause
Pastor

Sunday School
8:45 a.m.
Praise and Worship 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School
Worship Service
•Power Hour Bible Life Group

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval
Austin, Texas 78727

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email:gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit: www.gracewaycca.org

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church

Pastor J.R.Roberson &
First lady Lillian Robertson
(979)542-2784 Church
& (979) 540-6352 Hlme

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.
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YOUTH BRIGADE

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc

Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Being Asthmatic

SaNaya White
Ann Richards
Coming from someone who is asthmatic, it's
difficult. It's difficult to do
some physical activities.
It's difficult, to run without
having shortness of breath
or wheezing. It's sometimes even difficult, to
walk outside during a specific time of weather
change without needing to
take a treatment or use an
inhaler. Asthma is an inflammatory disorder of the
airway that leads to the
lungs. It causes the airways to tighten, and create mucus which makes
breathing difficult.
Asthma symptoms
vary between each person
who carries it. Some diagnosed with asthma may
have life threatening episodes or occasional episodes. Doctors classify
asthma under 4 sections,
intermittent, mild persistent, moderate persistent,
and severe persistent. Intermittent goes from the
patients having asthma
episodes less than once a
week, without daily medication. Severe persistent
can be described as, the
patient receiving continuous symptoms, using daily
prescribed medication,
and long-lasting inhalers.
Asthma is one of the most
common long term diseases and it is the most
common reason for child
hospitalization in the
United States. Statistics
show that 20 million
people in the United States
are diagnosed with
asthma, and 9 million of
those people are children
under the age of eighteen.

Asthma is also responsible
for the hospitalization of
500,000 people each year
and 500 deaths in the
United States. A statistic
on race is that African
Americans and Puerto
Ricans have a higher risk
to being diagnosed with
asthma than any other
race in the United States.
Jackie Joyner-Kersee is a
retired Olympic champion.
She was voted the greatest women of all time by
Sports Illustrated for
Women.
In 1980, Jackie began
her athletic career at the
University of California at
Los Angeles. Jackie participated in track and field
events as well as basketball. She was diagnosed
with asthma her freshman
year of college but did not
take the disease seriously.
Jackie had several mildly
severe asthma attacks
that sent her to the emergency room but, in 1993,
she almost had a fatal and
life threatening attack. To
this day, she takes asthma
a lot more seriously, ad
she teaches younger children about asthma. The
reason I am writing about
this disease is because I
was diagnosed with it as
a young age and it has affected me ever since. In
some way asthma has affected me positively, such
as being able to skip my
athletics class, but it also
has affected me negatively, by preventing me
from doing activities that
I love, such a running. I
have always wanted to
participate in track, but
never have because I was
to afraid of my asthma.
This year, 2018, I am
stepping up and trying out
for sprints, and relays. I
will try my best not to allow asthma to stop me and
to push forward and succeed through this challenge. If I am not able to
continue, at least I'll have
the ability to say that I
tried.
Wish me luck, as a
attempt to break the barrier that I've had for a
while now.

Social Studies

Joshua Moore
Manor New Tech M.S.

For social studies we
had to choose a person
that is African American
that impacted the black
community in a positive
way.
So
I
chose
Muhammad Ali because
he impacted not only the
black community but others. I also chose him because he was fighting fo
black people while still
being a professional boxer
which sounds like a hard
thing to do.

Barack Obama
such as racism or being
prejudice. Another problem was that Some people
didn’t like the idea of an
african american becoming president.
President barack
obama attended harvard
law school, Columbia college And Occidental college i think that is excellent for an african
american to attend such
Jaelyn Stone
top colleges.
Kealing M. S.
These are what are
“If your walking down what i believe are the best
the right path and your character traits of obama
willing to keep walking ?1) his sense of humour
eventually
make
2) his willingness to
progress”. Those wise do what is right for you
words where shared to us
3) his patience (he's
by the first african had to have a lot of this
american president Barack with an obstructionist conObama. He was born on gress)
august 4 1961. Most
4) his sense of right,
people wouldn't guess wrong and common sense
that he is now 56 years (as shown by his willingyoung. Barack was raised ness to reduce
on one of the most beausentences on drug
tiful islands, hawaii.
offenses to what they
Obama is the first would be today).
president to be born on an
5) his strong sense of
island outside of the family
united states. Obama is
6) his willingness to
our 44th president and listen and debate an opinwhen he was running he ion that is different or opfaced a lot of challenges. posite his opinion.

Big Event

there was alot of poison
ivy and it was mainly everywhere surrounding
most trash, so it was a bit
hard trying to get a piece
that was way out of
reach. After some time
with half full trash bags,
we walked back to our
starting point to eat
lunch which was sausage
on a stick, chips, and water. I brought extra snacks
so I made sure that I had
enough to eat. After eating we took the rest of the
time to have free time. I
got to take many pictures
with my friends and we
walked the trail one more
time to look at the work
and how clean the pond
area was.
Leaving the pond
and going back to school,
we got to stay outside by
the bleachers on the field
for a little while longer
before going back inside.
I was liking the moment
until one of the
administraters said that
we had to go to our last
period because we arrived to early and had
enough time left to go to
1 class. We didn't go to
any class because we
were gone throughout
the whole day somewhere else, so I thought
it was fair. I liked doing
the Big Event because I
had the chance to help
clean up to keep the environment safe. I hope to
do this again some time
soon.

Erika Lipscomb
Manor M. S.
Friday, March 2nd
was the school's Big
Event. Which is students
from any school, wanting
to go help out in the community by picking up
trash at one of the sites
we were assigned to.
Such as parks, our school,
and different ponds or
lakes. My site was Millis
Pond. When we got there
we went straight to putting on our gloves and
picking up trash. We
walked along the trails of
the pond looking for
trash. We also went into
the back part of the where
the pond was and
searched in a look-alike
tiny forest. Along the
way, my friend Cesia was
the first one to pick up the
1st piece of trash. Good
for her. Walking the trail
I saw many cute dogs
that I got to touch, and
passing all classes for the saw the most adorable
2nd nine-week report card baby twin boys.
While seaching for
were encouraged all student to participate. They trash, we also had to be
had a chance to serve the really careful because of
Pflugerville community rak- the twigs, branches,
ing leaves, cleaning win- bugs, spider webs and
dows, spreading mulch,
planting flowers, picking up
trash, and small maintenance projects.
Galveston as well as
I participated in The
Ava Roberts
other states in the U.S.
Big Event. My service asPflugerville M. S.
August 27, through
signment was at the
September 17, up to
On
March
2, Pflugerville Recreation
10,000 people lost their
Pflugerville Independent Center. There I picked up
lives due to this storm.
School District (PfISD) held trash, raked leaves, and
Back in 1900 the repairs
its 4th Annual big Event. pulled weeds. This was a
were estimated at 21 milThe PfISD Big Event is fun activity. It felt good to
lion but now that is
Pflugerville’s version of The do something that helped
equivalent 618 million just
Big Event, a giant one-day the community. I encourfor the aftermath of the
community service project age you to find and particiMontrae Nelson
storm. The storm deheld each year around the pate in a community service
Four Points M. S.
stroyed over 3,600 homes
world. Students who were project!
In 1900, a hurricane and this disaster ended the
hit Galveston Bay, this golden era in Galveston.
Lastly, The hurriwas not just any hurrifair last Saturday. There was cane it was the worst cane alarmed potential
only one job that a 14 year hurricane in U.S. history. investors who turned to
old could do, and that is wa- "The great Galveston Houston to invest their
ter safety instructor aide. It Hurricane" known region- money instead. The Gulf
still does involve me work- ally as the Great storm of of Mexico shoreline of
ing with children and I will 1900was a category 4 Galveston was raised by
be in the water with them. storm with winds up to 17 ft and a 10 mile seaIt is a job I want to take to 145 mph. it made landfall wall was erected. Thanks
make money but I also have on September 8, 1900 in for reading
other things in the summer
that may limit my time.
Most of the jobs there
TheVillagerAnd
were for ages 16 and up. I
BlackRegistryCompany
really wanted to be a lifeKennedy George
guard, but you have to be
Weiss High School
15 to do that. I don’t turn 15
@TheVillagerATX
While I am very thank- till August. At least I will get
ful for this job, I was re- some experience there and
cently looking into jobs I water safety aide will look
www.TheAustinVillager.com
could do over the summer. I good on my resume when I
went to the Pflugerville job apply for lifeguard.

PfISD Big Event

Galveston Hurricane

Job fair

www.theaustinvillager.com

Application Season is Upon Us
eration. We are finding
schools who accept students with my GPA range
as well as colleges that
emphasize SAT or ACT
scores. We’ve divided my
top choices into three categories: reach schools,
match schools, and safety
schools. For the reach
schools that I am looking
at, most focus on standardized test scores when
evaluating students as
Ira “T.J.” Williams
well as a student’s leaderCedar Ridge H. S.
ship roles in extracurricuAs the end of my jun- lar activities. For the
ior year gets closer by the match schools, they will
minute, it is evident that focus on elements of a
I’m going to have to make student’s application that
some life changing deci- makes them stand out
sions in the next couple of other applicants. As for my
months. I’ve spent the last safety schools, they are
year and half researching the schools that have
and visiting different col- more generous accepleges to figure out tance rates.
I still have a few
whether or not I would fit
in at these schools. While months before I have to
every institution has dif- start the application proferent opportunities avail- cess. I am still doing some
able to me, I can’t apply last minute research on
everywhere. I can confi- other schools that might
dently say that narrowing capture my interest as
down to a list of nine col- well. However, when all of
leges to apply to is quite my applications have been
submitted and I have been
challenging.
My parents and I accepted by various
have been working on my schools, I’ll know I’ve had
college list and we are tak- more than enough time to
ing everything into consid- make the right decision.

Why, oh Why, is it Exams

THE COURIER

Making a Computer

Ruby George
Riojas Elementary
I normally go to my
friend Hermione’s house
two or three times a week.
When I went to her house
on thursday, she asked me
if I wanted to make a computer. I was confused at

Tyler Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA
Making schools safe
is on everyone's mind today. The question is can it
be stopped? Many say it
can not be prevented completely. Yet all believe
something should be done
to slow it down. Many
ideas have come forward.
All schools work to
try and prevent school violence, shootings and make
schools a safe place. We
know schools try and control access to school building. They also monitor
school guest. Many
schools even monitor

Antioch Georgetown Host
Exciting Conference about
Adoption and Foster Children

My robotics team,
the Lady Cans, has about
two weeks before its first
competition of the season, the Lone Star Central
Competition in Houston.
The next couple of weeks
will mainly be spent preparing for the event. The
programming
team,
which I am a part of, has
already finished most of
the code for the robot.
There are only a few minor details we still have
to tune, but the large
majority of the functions
we wanted to include are
done. People who are
going to drive the robot
at competition have begun practicing with our

What’s Your Favorite Food?

Jada Stone
Kealing M. S.

Do you have a favorite food? If I had to guess,
I would bet that a favorite
food list for many kids
might include pizza, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, french fries, and
ice cream. Of course, parents probably wish that list
school parking lots, hallincluded more things like
ways, cafeterias and play
broccoli, cauliflower, asgrounds. Some schools
paragus, and Brussels
have installed drills, insprouts. Do you think
truder alerts, lockdowns
people all around the
measures and evacuation
world have the same fadrills.
vorite foods? Maybe not!
There is a growing
When you think of Mexidemand for gun control
can cuisine, you probably
but many say even that
think about things like
will not stop school shoottacos, burritos, enchilaing. I even read you can
das, and fajitas. Italian fanow buy bulletproof backvorites would probably inpacks. One thing in news
reports is that after each
shooting that gun sell increase. I often wonder
why there are not that
many shootings in low income districts. Especially
in cities like Chicago, Houston and Baltimore.
I got this from the
"Scientific American".
They stated that shooters
were 96% male and 75%
were white. Most came
from intact families, did
Jesse J. Holland is
well in school and were an award-winning journot loners. The only shock- nalist and the author of
ing thing I read was that 1 the first novel featuring
out 5 students could be comics’ most popular
describe as having suf- black superhero, The
fered from mental depres- Black Panther. The
sion.
novel was commissioned by Marvel books.
In Black Panther:
Who Is The Black Pansecond robot (we’re not ther? Holland retells the
allowed to touch the first classic
origin
of
one we made until com- T’Challa, the original
petition.) The spirit team Black Panther, and uphas designed a team flag dates it for the new centhat we can fly at compe- tury, giving new fans
tition, and we have al- and longtime die-hard
ready made hundreds of aficionados a good platDuck Tape bow ties to form and some inside
give out to other teams information for the new
as souvenirs.
“Black Panther” movie
We have started de- from Marvel Studios
signing the set-up for our debuting in Feburary
pit, the area teams can use 2018.
to fix their robot in beJesse is an accomtween competitions. The plished novelist, having
Chairman’s team has al- also been trusted by
ready started filming and Lucasfilm to chronicle
editing the Chairman’s the history of their newvideo. The Chairman’s est black hero in Star
Award is given to a role- Wars _ Finn _ in the Star
model team, and judges Wars young adult novel
pick the winner based off Star Wars: The Force
of a video, an in-person Awakens - Finn’s Story.
presentation, and the reIn addition to ficsponses team members tion, Jesse is also an
give to the questions the award-winning nonficjudges ask after the pre- tion author, with his
sentation and while they book The Invisibles:
walk around visiting differ- The Untold Story of Afent teams’ pits.
rican American Slavery
As the competition In The White House,
approaches, members of being named as the
the team are getting more 2017 silver medal award
and more excited. We winner in U.S. History
can’t wait to finally show in the Independent Puboff two and a half months lisher Book Awards and
of work.
one of the top history

School Shootings

you’re testing on. Do this
the morning on the test
too to kind of prepare you,
a little. Go to sleep like a
hour or two earlier, so you
can wakeup early, have a
nutrious breakfast, sneak
in some extra studying,
and even go for a walk or
do a quick workout. Plus,
you’ll feel energized once
you wake up a bit. Another
Kamryn Mack
thing I recommend is not
Kipp Leadership Elem.
studying like crazy the day
It’s that time of year, before the test. You should
folks. We all dread this be studying and doing
time of year. We have to your homework regularly
take multiple tests like, the through out the year, so
fitness gram, the STAR you’re not rushing to
test, Interm Assessment, study. One thing is to take
music tests, and at Kipp we deep breaths and say
have to take a dance exam. things like,” I will pass the
That is like five tests. Tak- test.” Positive attitudes set
ing tests is super exhaust- you up to succeed. If you
ing, and it just gets worse get stuck on a question
as I get older. So, in this just go back to the quesarticle I’m going to talk or tion when your’re done
write about ways to pre- with test. That way you
pare for the tsunami of don’t stress about and
exams and how to ensure you’ll be more focused on
that you pass.
that question.
Okay, here is my adI hope you enjoyed
vice. The night before the my article. It was a little
test briefly go over all the shorter than I expected,
information you learned in but I hope you still enjoyed
that particular subject it. Thanks for reading!

Georgetown, TX - Antioch Georgetown will
host the Empowered to Connect Conference on
April 13 and 14, 2018 at Grace Bible Church. This
will be a two-day event presented by Show Hope
and the Karyn Purvis Institute of Child Development.
Come experience practical teaching in a safe
and supportive community as we work to equip
families, churches, and professionals to better serve
children impacted by adoption and foster care. The
conference content is beneficial for adoptive parents, foster parents, potential adoptive or foster
parents, AND professionals or ministry leaders
serving or interested in serving children. Each
adoptive and foster parent will receive a certificate of attendance and continuing education is
available for licensed professionals. For more information, visit antiochgt.com/etc/

first, but she pulled out a
kit that she got for
christmas and I realized
she’d ment. We went upstairs in her game room
and started to build.
I thought that it was
going to be impossible,
but I studied the blueprint
and thought it might not
be so bad. It wasn’t like a
fake computer kit, you can
actually play games on it!
It was also the real deal
too. It came with a big
computer chip, a mouse,
different sets of tools, a
screwdriver, and a big set of
different wooden boards.
We are not close to done,
but when we are we are
going to show the world!
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clude fettuccini alfredo
and chicken parmigiano.
And what comes to mind
if you think about going to
a Chinese restaurant? Egg
rolls, and fried rice might
be one of the favorites.“
Do people around
the world really eat that
differently? Or are there
some tried and true favorites shared by many cultures around the globe?
Surprisingly, many of the
people in :Australia, Brazil,
Germany, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Kenya,
Mexico, Pakistan, the Philippines, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Tanzania, the
Netherlands, England, and
the United States reported
similar favorite foods.
The top three foods
overall were pasta, meat,
and rice. If spaghetti and
meatballs is your favorite
meal, you're in good company around the world! In
the United States, the top
three were pizza, steak,
and chicken. Pakistani parents must be proud, as
their favorite food was
vegetables.There are
many different favorite
foods around the world.
What is your favorite
food?

Meet Jesse Holland

Preparing for Competition

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

books of 2016 by
Smithsonian.com. In
addition to his books,
Jesse is also a Race &
Ethnicity writer for The
Associated Press, as
well as a former White
House, Supreme Court
and Congressional reporter. He is also a recognized educator and
public speaker, having
served as the Visiting
Distinguished Professor of Ethics in Journalism at the University of
Arkansas in 2016. He
now teaches creative
nonfiction in the Master
of Fine Art in Creative
Nonfiction program at
Goucher College in
Towson, Maryland.

Jesse is from Holly
Springs, Mississippi,
and graduated from the
University of Mississippi with a Liberal Arts
degree with an emphasis in journalism and
English. He received his
Master of Fine Arts in
Creative Nonfiction
from Goucher College
in 2012.
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Vincent
Harding
Bid
Farewell
With
Record
Voter
Turnout
In Travis
County
by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Vincent

the election. According to
Vincent Harding he stepAs soon as the elec- ping down early, in order,
tion is over, Vincent “ to allow the opportunity
Harding the Travis County for the Chair Person elect
Party Chair plans to step to set up their agenda.” As
down immediately after Vincent Harding step

DIASPORA
“brag” about the drastic
increase in early voting in
Travis County. According
to the Travis County Clerk
office, “Travis County saw
the highest jump in Democratic voter turnout with
over 6% of the voting age
population, or 56,426 voters, showing up to vote
early, a 4 percentage-point
increase from the 2014
election.” In other words,
this is the highest voter
turnout in Travis County.
Not only has Party
seen a drastic increase of
voters but also has managed to fill numerous precinct chair vacancies.
Moreover, precinct chairs
role and duties are the following: mobilize voters in
their neighborhood; and
also help implement party
Harding
policies. Consequently, filldown, he leaves a Travis ing these vacancies has
County Democratic Party helped the party raise its
in a “good shape.” In addi- profile in Travis County. Fition, he has worked hard nally, Chairman Harding
worked hard at bringing
to bring party unity.
As Party Chair party unity and support
Harding leaves, he can civil right issues.

Up SZN The Culture

Pictured above: Up SZN the Culture Staff. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

was it a time to learn
about Black History but
also an opportunity to soOn February 28, the cialize and network. Acgroup called Up SZN (Up cording to John, “it was an
Sizing) The Culture fin- opportunity to meet up
ished the month of Black with friends.”
History with a Black HisAccording to UpSZN,
tory Trivia. During the their mission is, “to emTrivia it was an opportu- power the culture through
nity for two teams to com- positive representation of
pete against each other by the creative arts With so
answering question based much negativity in the
on Black History. Not only main stream culture, our

OPINION:
The Student
Loan Debt
Crisis is a Civil
Rights Issue
By Wade Henderson
(Founding Board
Member, Center for
Responsible Lending)

From attacks on voting rights to police killings
of unarmed civilians and
growing inequities in
earnings and wealth, the
civil rights gains of the
past six decades are facing
threat after threat. But
one front in the fight for
full equality—meaningful
access to higher education—is particularly urgent.
With 65 percent of jobs
soon requiring more than a
high school diploma, the
need is greater than ever,

especially for African
Americans and other communities of color.
More than 50 years
ago, Congress passed the
Higher Education Act
(HEA), intending to open
the doors to higher education by providing students
with financial assistance
and low-interest loans.
Conventional wisdom has
traditionally held two
things: 1) Higher education is the great equalizer;
2) It is okay to take out
debt for the tickets to upward mobility: a college
education and a home
mortgage. These life decisions—and the struggles
and sacrifices that made
them possible—helped to
build and grow the Black
middle class.
Now, aspirations for
advancement are colliding
with the discriminatory
legacy of the financial cri-

goal to provide an entity
that highlights all the good
that is often overlook
Through our philanthropic
initiatives, events, and creative outlet, we will empower individuals to inspire the world through
the culture that has been
the foundation of this
world’s creativity.
Up SZN believe that
“It’s a way of life; a representation of the posi-

Wade Henderson
sis. Our country’s student
loan bill has skyrocketed.
Student debt is now the
second-largest source of
household debt after housing. Forty-four million
Americans have $1.4 trillion in student loan debt.
One reason: Since the
1990s, the average tuition
and fees at our universities

tive upcoming of the culture. Furthermore, UP
SZN members are full of
ambition, which, they believe that the “sky is the
limit for them to reach
their goal and mission.” In
addition, a group like UP
SZN can increase the African American (Black) visibility in the Central Texas
area. Finally, UP SZN plans
to organize more event in
the Central Texas area.
have jumped an average of
157–237 percent depending on the type of institution.
Fixing our broken student debt system should
not mean un-doing years of
progress since the HEA or
saddling marginalized
groups with a lifetime of
debt. Instead, we need to
hold
student
loan
servicers, debt collectors,
and institutions of all
kinds accountable for
their practices. Helping
college graduates to repay
their loans isn’t the only
challenge. The challenge
is enabling and empowering all our young people to
make their fullest contribution to our country.
Wade Henderson is a
founding board member of
the Center for Responsible
Lending. You can follow
Wade
on
Twitter:
@Wade4Justice.
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Togolese Association of
Central Texas Holds
Quarterly Meeting
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

Pictured left to right are: Mrs. Foadey,
Julienne and and Mr Foadey.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Saturday, March 3, 2018, the Togolese Association of Central Texas held both its quarterly
meeting but also a birthday celebration for one its
member. During these meetings, it is an opportunity for the community to come together to discuss issues that are key to the community. In addition of focusing on the issues, but it is an opportunity to celebrate and socialize with each other.
Moreover, the group serves as a “safety net” for
numerous in the Togolese American Association.
Over the years, there has been a growing
Togolese American community in Central Texas.
As a result, this growing Togolese-American community has sought to organize itself by starting an
association. According to the leaders of the
Togolese American community, having a legally
established association will help their organization
and outreach. Moreover, their outreach will include events that seek to educate the greater Central
Texas
community
about
Togo.
According to the leadership of the Togolese American community, they want to showcase Togolese
culture and also grow the Togolese Community of
Central Texas. Over the years, Togolese Americans
have moved to the Central Texas due to numerous magnets such as jobs and education. Currently,
the local universities draw Africans and Togolese
to the Central Texas region. Now, they believe it is
time to really organize the community.

African-American Inventors
Honored at the
National Inventors Hall
of Fame Museum

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Feb. 27, 2018 — The National
Inventors Hall of Fame® (NIHF), founded in 1973, has
honored more than 500 visionary men and women for
their patented, technological achievements, and the
impact their inventions have had on our society.
Lewis Latimer (1848-1928): Durable Carbon Filament for Electric Light Bulbs, Inducted in 2006
While working for the United States Electric Lighting Co. in the 1880s, Latimer made his most important
innovation in electric light technology — a more durable carbon filament. His design resulted in more affordable incandescent light bulbs transforming the average American home after nightfall.
Charles Drew (1904-50): Blood Plasma Preservation, Inducted in 2015
A renowned African-American physician for his
work in blood plasma preservation, Charles Drew saved
the lives of hundreds of Britons during World War II,
and continues to save lives today, with his work in blood
plasma preservation. In 1941, he became the first African-American surgeon to serve as examiner on the
American Board of Surgery.
James West: Electret Microphone, Inducted in
1999
While working at Bell Laboratories, James West
and Gerhard Sessler patented the electret microphone.
The microphone became widely used because of its high
performance, accuracy and reliability, in addition to
being a small-size, lightweight and low-cost product.
George Alcorn: X-Ray Spectrometer, Inducted in
2015
A pioneering physicist and engineer noted for his
aerospace and semiconductor inventions, George
Alcorn invented his x-ray imaging spectrometer during
his career at NASA Goddard Space Flight Center. His
invention allowed for the detection of radio signatures
at a more distant and accurate rate than previously
possible and influenced the continued evolution of imaging devices.
For more information visithttp://www.invent.org/
honor/hall-of-fame-museum/.
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CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT | PROPOSALS | PUBLIC INFORMATION
FOR SALE | FOR RENT | BIDS | MISCELLANEOUS
2018 PROFILES OF PROMINENCE
INDUCTEES TO BE FETED BY AUSTIN
CHAPTER – NATIONAL WOMEN OF
ACHIEVEMENT, INC.
By Arlene L. Youngblood | VILLAGER Contributor
AUSTIN, TX - The
Austin Metroplex Chapter
of National Women of
Achievement, Inc. will induct 10 honorees for the
Fifteenth Biennial AfricanAmerican Women’s Profiles of Prominence 2018
ceremony. This year’s program will be held on Saturday, March 31, 2018 at
St. James Missionary Baptist Church, 3417 East Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.,
Austin, Texas at 6 p.m.
with a reception afterward.
The 10 new members of the 2018 AfricanAmerican Women’s Profiles of Prominence are:
Arts: Dorothy D.
Cato, Ph.D., Retired educator/author of several written works, and a member
of Chorus Austin for 6
years. She is the third African American woman to
perform with Chorus Austin in its 50-year history.
Business: Sheila
Hawkins Bucklew, founder
and jewelry designer of
Bucklew-Hawkins Jewelry
Designs.
Foreman-Jones
Caregiver Award: Tracey
Ann Richard, FDIC (Funeral
Director in Charge) and
florist at Phillips-Upshaw
and Richard Funeral Home
and owner of Flowers by
Tracey.
Civic Leadership:

Jacquelyn Hawkins
Shaleiah Fox, foster care
advocate, founder of Fresh
Chefs Society benefitting
children in foster care, and
Associate Director of External Relations at The
University of Texas at Austin – Black Studies Department.
Education:
Dr.
Connie P. Williams, professor and manager of the
Highland Campus Testing
Center at Austin Community College.
Health Professionals: Dr. Dominique Isaac
Williams, family physician
for Austin Regional Clinic
and President of Links, Inc.
- Town Lake chapter.
Law: Judge Yvonne
M. Williams, Justice of the
Peace for Travis County Precinct One, truancy reduction advocate, Austin
Community College adjunct instructor for the
Paralegal Department,
and karate instructor.
Professional Leader-

ship: Aretha Waits, Information Technology executive professional for GB
Tech, Inc. and independent contractor business
owner (CEO) of Vocate
Consulting Technology
Company.
Public Service: Joya
Hayes, Director of the Human Resources Department for the City of Austin and community engagement worker.
Lifetime Achievement:
Jacquelyn
Hawkins, Retired Information Technology Consultant, former U.S. Commissioner for the United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organizations (UNESCO),
and civic/community volunteer.
The Rev. Donald E.
Brewington, University
Chaplain for Religious Life
and Campus Ministry at
Huston-Tillotson University, will serve as honorary
chair for this year’s 2018
Profiles of Prominence
Ceremony.
An independent selection review committee,
composed of members of
the Greater Austin Community, selected the inductees. The public is invited.
For more information
about the event, email
Austin.nwoa@gmail.com.

H-E-B ANNOUNCES SALE OF
LIMITED-EDITION SELENA BAG
Available exclusively at H-E-B, a portion of bag sales will
benefit The Selena Foundation

(SAN ANTONIO, TX.)
– H-E-B and The Selena
Foundation are excited to
announce the release of a
limited-edition bag, featuring the Queen of
Cumbia, Selena.
Starting tomorrow,
these limited-edition reusable bags will be sold for
$2 at select H-E-B stores
across Texas and online at
HEB.com. Made of 100percent recyclable material, the fashionable totes
will be available exclusively at H-E-B while supplies last. Limit two bags
per person.
“At H-E-B, we’re excited to offer our customers this commemorative
Selena bag, which is a tribute to such a beloved personality whose music continues to inspire people
everywhere,” said Cory
Basso, H-E-B Group Vice
President of Marketing
and Advertising.
H-E-B worked with
Selena’s sister, Suzette
Quintanilla, to create the
design for the chic tote,
which features iconic images of the Latin music superstar and the title
“Queen of Cumbia” in
bold, pink letters. Yesterday, H-E-B and Quintanilla
revealed the collector’s

‘45’ calls his allegations against
Obama, “Bigger than Watergate!”

Clinton

Page

Manafort

Mueller

Trump

Comey

THE USUAL SUSPECTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

credit so Crooked H
would win,” Trump wrote
on Twitter.
The 45th President
of the United States said
the allegations about
Obama are “Bigger than
Watergate!”, referring to
the June 1972 scandal in
which Republican President, Richard Nixon, was
tied to a crime where
former FBI and CIA agents
broke into the offices of
the Democratic Party and
their presidential candidate, George McGovern,
located at the Watergate
office complex.
According to CNN, it
is unclear which pre-election investigation the
president was referring to
in his tweet, although in
July 2016 the FBI did open
its investigation into the
Trump campaign’s links to
Russia. Former FBI Director James Comey oversaw
that investigation until
Trump fired him in May
2017, and soon after,
former FBI Director Robert
Mueller was appointed as
special counsel to continue looking into the links
with Russia and the current president’s campaign.

In September 2017,
CNN broke that Paul
Manafort, former Trump
campaign chairman, was
wiretapped before and
the election as a result of
secret orders given to
U.S. investigators. The
evidence collected by investigators, though not
conclusive, ignited concerns that Manfort encouraged Russians to
helps with the campaign.
The FBI also eavesdropped on Trump campaign associate, Carter
Page due to suspicions
that he was acting as a
Russian agent. In September 2016, Page left
the campaign after concerns about ties with Russia.
Since it was approved by the covert
court that manages domestic surveillance under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act,
the surveillance of
Manafort and Page was
lawful. In Page’s case,
the FBI and Justice Department was able to
present sufficient evidence to convince Republican-appointed

judges to extend the surveillance into mid-2017.
Ever the Obama
basher, Trump has continuously critiqued the former
president’s handling of the
Russia investigation. In his
Monday morning, tweet,
Trump said the Obama administration “did NOTHING
about Russian meddling.”
However, before leaving office, former president
Obama barred 35 Russian
diplomats that he called
“intelligence operatives”,
created new economic
sanctions on the Russian
government, and forced the
State Department to shut
down Russian compounds
in Maryland and New York.
Former CIA Director,
John Brennan replied to
Trump’s tweet, calling out
the president’s paranoia.
“This tweet is a great
example of your paranoia,
constant misrepresentation
of the facts, and increased
anxiety and panic (rightly
so) about the Mueller investigation,” Brennan tweeted.
“When will those in Congress and the 30 percent of
Americans who still support
you realize you are a charlatan?”

H-E-B’s Selena Shopping Bag
item on H-E-B’s Facebook
page.
On Friday, the bags
will go on sale in H-E-B
stores starting at 9 a.m.
and online at HEB.com
starting at noon. Bags also
will be conveniently available through H-E-B
Curbside and home delivery via hebtoyou.com.
As part of this partnership, H-E-B will donate
$25,000 to The Selena
Foundation, a non-profit
organization committed to
community and educational initiatives. The
Selena Foundation will
dedicate funds from this
donation to the Boys &
Girls Club of the Coastal

Bend.
“Working with H-E-B
to create this bag was a
highlight
for
me,”
Quintanilla said. “This bag
will help The Selena Foundation give back to our
community and gives
Selena’s fans something to
tote around.”
Next month, H-E-B
will sponsor the fireworks
finale at the Fiesta de la
Flor Festival on April 13-14
in Corpus Christi. Fiesta de
la Flor presented by CITGO
is a two-day festival that
honors Selena’s life and
legacy. Tickets to the festival can be purchased at
H-E-B stores and online at
www.fiestadelaflor.com.

New Jobs for the
Week of 03/04/2018
Associate, Campus Custodial
Operations
Cypress Creek
Job# 1802057
Executive Director, Student
Assistance & Veterans Affairs
Highland Business Center
Job# 1802040
Assistant I, Executive
Highland Business Center
Job# 1802052
Assistant II, Administrative-Grant
Funded
Location is as assigned
Job# 1802045
Assistant, Senior Administrative
Highland Business Center
Job# 1802050
Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752
Job Line (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed
EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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THE DISPATCH
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Jordan Peele wins
Best Original
Screenplay Oscar,
Oscars’ Recap
By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Contributor

HOLLYWOOD, CA - Actor and director Jordan Peele
made history during the 90th Oscar® Awards by becoming the first black winner of the Best Original Screenplay category. He is also the first black filmmaker ever
nominated for directing, writing, and producing in the
same year for his movie Get Out.
In a moving and motivational acceptance speech,
the 39-year-old said, “This means so much to me. I
stopped writing this movie about 20 times because I
thought it was impossible. I thought it wasn’t going to
work. I thought no one would ever make this movie.
But I kept coming back to it because I knew if someone
let me make this movie, that people would hear it and
people would see it. So I want to dedicate this to all the
people who raised my voice and let me make this
movie.”
Peele took to Twitter writing, “When
@WhoopiGoldberg won her Oscar for “Ghost” she practically reached through my TV screen and told young
me to follow my dreams. I did, and it worked. Thanks
Whoopi.”
The Shape of Water was the big winner of the night
taking home Best Picture, Best Director, Best Original
Music Score and Best Production Design honors.
Five-time NBA Champion Kobe Bryant took home
an Oscar® in the Best Animated Short Film category for
his work as the executive producer of Dear Basketball.
The piece journeys through Bryant’s basketball career,
starting when he was a child and venturing into his stardom with the Los Angeles Lakers. Bryant received an
Oscar® for the work that he and Glen Keane Productions did to put it together. Bryant’s bilingual eloquence
in his acceptance speech, coupled with the evidence of
his success in this entertainment venue, coming on the
heels of a storied professional basketball career,
prompted one observer to quip, “Is there anything he
can’t do?”
Gael García Bernal, Mary J. Blige, Andra Day,
Natalia LaFourcade, Miguel, Keala Settle, Sufjan Stevens

[TOP LEFT] - Oscar® nominee Kobe
Bryant and Vanessa Laine Bryant arrive
on the red carpet of The 90th Oscars® at
the Dolby® Theatre in Hollywood, CA
on Sunday, March 4, 2018. Credit:
Michael Baker / A.M.P.A.S. [TOP
RIGHT] - Tiffany Haddish arrives on the
red carpet of The 90th Oscars® at the
Dolby® Theatre in Hollywood, CA on
Sunday, March 4, 2018. Credit: Michael
Baker / A.M.P.A.S. [LEFT] - Mary J. Blige,
Oscar® nominee for actress in a
supporting role and for music (original
song), arrives on the red carpet of The
90th Oscars® at the Dolby® Theatre in
Hollywood, CA on Sunday, March 4,
2018. Credit: Michael Baker / A.M.P.A.S.
and Oscar® winner Common performed this year’s
nominated songs at the 90th Oscars® ceremony.
A note on fashion is a must! On the red carpet,
Oscar® Winner and star of How To Get Away With
Murder, Viola Davis wore a stunning sleeveless bright
pink gown by the Michael Kors Collection. Davis was
also a presenter for the evening.
Comedian and actress Tiffany Haddish, star of boxoffice hit Girl’s Trip, was quite entertaining. The fun
began on the red carpet as she jumped over the rope
to meet her idol, Meryl Streep. Who does that while
wearing an Eritrean dress known as Zuria? Hilarious!
The cream-colored gown showcased black and gold

embroidery along with a matching black cape. Quite
stunning!
Finally, R&B nine-time Grammy-Award-winning
singer, Mary J. Blige arrived in an Atelier Versace gown
with a Roger Vivier clutch. Adorned in her elegant attire, Blige made history while being nominated for Best
Supporting Actress for her role in Mudbound, as well
as Best Original Song for Mighty River. This makes her
the first person to be nominated for an acting award
and an award for best original song at the same Oscars®.
For a complete list of 2018 Oscar® Winners visit
http://oscar.go.com/.

