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AUSTIN, TX - #UsToo.
On Saturday March 24th
from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
at Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary
(100 E. 27th Street), seven
Texas Historically Black
Colleges & Universities
will come together to of-
fer the Austin community
of color a day of healing
through storytelling to
heal wounds suffered
from the effects of racial
discrimination. The Afri-

Texas
Historical

Black Colleges
& Universities

offer Day of
Healing
through

Storytelling

can American and Latino
community are invited to
Austin Presbyterian to
come out and share a
story about a time they
were racially discrimi-
nated against, so they can
release the pain and allow
God to heal that broken
place. The stories will be
captured and storied in
the archive of history so in

100 years people will
know exactly how racism
looked in 2018. We will
also capture these stories
and use them to educate
policy makers and to orga-
nize the “Church” so that
it can take the lead and be
more active in matters of
racial discrimination. We
believe that racial discrimi-
nation in this country will

not change until the
“Church” takes a more ac-
tive role in ending racial
oppression and these sto-
ries will be used in presen-
tations to churches to ap-
peal to their sense of com-
passion to demonstrate
just how violent racial dis-
crimination is and how it
affects their members
See CLASSES, page 3

Soul Tree Collective Mourns
the Loss of Superman

The late Draylen Mason was a member of Soul Tree Collective.
Photo courtesy BOAZ Entertainment

AUSTIN, TX - The
Soul Tree Collective
mourns the loss of one of
its dearest members,  sev-
enteen year old Draylen
Mason. Draylen played
the electric bass guitar in
the Soul Tree Collective
band from 2014 – 2016,
and is fondly remem-
bered by his fellow mem-
bers, Soul Tree Collective
staff, and mentors.

According to Soul
Tree Collective founder
Homer Hill, “Draylen, was
a prodigy of music, and a
spirited individual for
those who had the plea-
sure to have known him.
He was well accomplished
for his short stay on earth,
he utilized every opportu-
nity in order to gain
knowledge, and to exhibit
the fruition of that knowl-
edge.”

Every year the Soul
Tree Collective band
members create a new
name for the band, and
the years Draylen was an
active member, the
names of the Soul Tree
Collective were “Power of
Soul” and “Soul 1O” (One
Oh).

One of Draylen’s
mentors in the Soul Tree
Collective was Carlos
Charles who said of him,
“Draylen knew how to
light up a room.   He was
always positive and very
helpful, and would exceed
what ever was expected
of him musically and as a
Soul Tree Collective mem-
ber.”

Draylen’s life was
taken too soon, and he
passed away tragically on
March 12, 2018. Draylen
will be remembered as a
positive, caring, and ex-
ceptional student and mu-
sician who always strived
to do his best.

The Soul Tree Collec-
tive wishes to send its
heartfelt thoughts,
prayers, and sympathies to

Draylen‘s family and to let
them know Draylen will
forever be in their hearts.

The current mem-
bers of the Soul Tree Col-
lective will pay tribute to
Draylen during the Urban
Music Fest on  March 30-
31, 2018  at Auditorium
Shores in Austin, TX.

A crowd funding
page has been set up in
honor of Draylen.   Please

make your contribution
here: https://www.you
c a r i n g . c o m /
j o n e s w i l s o n f a m i l y -
1129040

From BOAZ
Entertainment

Judge Eckhardt,
helping to mitigate

community concerns.
See DEMOCRATS
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Black Press Week
celebrates the relevance
of Black publishers.

See EXCELLENCE
Page 5

SXSW 2018
FILM FESTIVAL
DELIVERS NEW
AND DIVERSE

PRODUCTIONS
By Naomi Richard

Tiffany Haddish
AUSTIN, TX - For nine

days in March, creatives of
all stripes gathered for the
acclaimed SXSW Film Pro-
gram to celebrate raw in-
novation and emerging
talent both behind and in
front of the camera.

Now in its 25th year,
the 2018 Film Festival was
host to nine days of
screenings from March 9-
17, 2018. Featuring a high
caliber and diverse film
lineup, programming
ranged from independent
films by new filmmakers to
Hollywood comedies and
genre standouts.

“2018 marks the 25th
edition of the SXSW Film
Festival and my tenth year
at the helm. As we look
back on the body of work
of talent discovered, ca-
reers launched and won-
derful fi lms we’ve en-
joyed, we couldn’t be
more excited about the
future,” said Janet Pierson,

See, CHI-TOWN, pg 2

The Austin
Bomber is dead?

   Austin has been in terror
mode for the last three
weeks because of an
unknown bomber in the
Austin area.  During that
time, six package bombs
have been detonated and
left two dead and several
injured.  This event made
national news while the
city was in virtual lock-
down mode.
   Austin Police
Department (APD) is being
aided in the investigation
by law enforcement from
the State and National law
enforcement agencies as
more than 500 officials
took part in the investi-
gation.  The bomber, 23-
year old Mark Anthony
Conditt,  was located Tues-
day night in Pflugerville.
When he was confronted
by the officers, he took his
own life by detonating the
seventh bomb in his car.
     Reporters were calling
from all over the country
seeking updated infor-
mation about the situation.
And even though local
residents could not tell
them anything, they kept
calling. They were not
concerned that there was an
open investigation going
on, they just wanted to be
the first to break the news
of what was going on.
   And while the suspected
bomber is dead, there are
still questions. Was he
acting alone? Are there
other packages out there
that have not been dis-
covered? But most of all,
what was the motive for the
bombings? These are the
questions that the investi-
gators will be trying to
answer as the investi-
gation continues.
   The Austin community
must not start playing the
blame game in this
situation. We need to be
supportive of the law
enforcement officers as
they try to bring this
situation to a conclusion.
We should give our support
to our neighbors who have
lost loved ones or have
been injured during this
period.  All we can do now
is pray that the case is
closed soon.   In the
meantime, keep a lookout
for suspicious activities. If
you see some- thing, say
something by calling 911.

County mourns fond
community leader

See SPEARS
Page 8
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Director of Film.
“This year’s slate, while
peppered with works from
many of our alumni, re-
mains focused on new
voices, new directors and
a range of films that en-
tertain and enlighten.”

In this week’s edition
we focus on three produc-
tions: A QUIET PLACE, CHI-
TOWN and THE LAST O.G.

CHI-TOWN,
similar to

HOOP
DREAMS,

follows an NBA
hopeful

throughout his
life in Chicago

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Naomi Richard, Actor Keifer Sykes and Austin Radio Personality Sharon Jaye
pictured after SXSW Q&A session on CHI-TOWN. Photo by Steve Savage.

Tiffany Haddish arrives on red carpet for The Last
O.G. at Paramount Theatre during SXSW. Photo by
Naomi Richard.

First, in the film
festival’s opening night
horror thriller, A QUIET
PLACE takes you on a jour-
ney with a family of four
who must navigate their
lives in silence after mys-
terious creatures that
hunt by sound threaten
their survival. If they hear
you, they hunt you. A
QUIET PLACE is an amaz-
ingly produced movie that
while scary will also have
you laughing throughout
the film. There are sus-
penseful twists and turns
that keep you engaged
until the very end. Speak-
ing of the ending, it is bril-
liantly written and will
have you cheering for joy.
A QUIET PLACE is a Para-
mount Picture and re-
leases in theaters nation-
wide on April 6.

Second, in CHI-
TOWN, director Nick
Budabin shows an exhila-
rating  multi-year look at
Chicago native Keifer
Sykes.  The documentary
follows Sykes from his be-
ginnings as one of the top
high school basketball
players in Chicago,
through his rise as one of
the top college players in
the country, and on to his
attempt at fulfilling  his

dream of playing in the
NBA.

Surrounded by shat-
tered dreams and heart-
break from the ongoing
gun violence that plagues
Chicago, Sykes faces ad-
versity at every turn while
showing to the world what
it takes to overcome the
tragic gun violence and
poverty that haunts

See MORGAN, page 7

AQP Emily Blunt in A QUIET PLACE, from Paramount
Pictures. Paramount Pictures. © 2017 Paramount
Pictures. All rights reserved.



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service          8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training      10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Sunday Services

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.org Rev. Darron E. Patterson

              Pastor

Pastor J.R.Roberson &
First lady Lillian Robertson

(979)542-2784 Church
& (979) 540-6352 Hlme

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

negatively daily. “The day the “Church,” gets in-
volved in ending racial discrimination will be the day
racism ends,” Miller said. God being a savior of the poor
and oppressed runs throughout the Bible and history
such as in the Hebrew people being rescued from Egypt,
to Jesus announcing his mission in proclaiming good
news to the poor and setting the oppressed free, to
the example of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. God is a res-
cuer when his people call upon him in the form of shar-
ing the pain of their stories through prayer, and God
acts through raising up a deliverer, but this time in the
form of “you” sharing your own story. These stories are
prayers and petitions to God and man to end this suf-
fering and for “you” to have an avenue to regain self-
agency and your own sense of personal empowerment.

Not only will there be storytelling, there will also
be a free educational conference that runs all day along-
side the story gathering. So, after one shares their story,
they can walk over to the next building and be edu-
cated in how racism works and how it started. We will
have classes on slavery and how it started, classes on
the origin of racism, classes on the differences between
prejudice and racism, and what the Bible says about
social/Biblical justice. It will be a day of healing and

Classes to be held for
education on racism,

prejudice, and  justice

Rev. Steve Miller
HBCU TRUTH & Reconciliation project organizer

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rev. Steve Miller training students at St. Philip's
College San Antonio for HBCU TRUTH and
Reconciliation Oral History Project.

Rev. Steve Miller training students at Huston-
Tillitson University for the HBCU TRUTH and
Reconciliation Oral History Project in Austin, Tx.

education. Stay encouraged and come on out and let
your voice be heard and get back involved. Be the
change that you want to see. You can contact Rev. Steve
Miller, the project organizer, at (713) 557-6520 or email
him at stevemiller@usclo.com.

Marnice Marquette Davis

Happy 30th Birthday
March 26, 1988 - October 24, 2016

Love Always & Forever
The Williams and Hill Family

AUSTIN, TX - “What is good for Black mothers is
good for all mothers,” says Sharita Ambrose, training
manager at Cardea Services, “and we expect to change
the conversation around support and services for Black
mothers in order to keep women from dying.” Ambrose
is a member of the Black Mamas Community Collec-
tive.

“The work we’re doing is incredibly powerful and
needed in our community,” adds Dr. Rountree. “We
know the positive changes necessary to save these
women’s lives depends on us. Every member of our
team brings something to this project – notably lived
experience – that motivates and inspires success. We
all believe in the responsibility to show up for Black
mothers because we know it is long overdue.”

Sponsors of the Show Up for Black Mothers Sum-
mit include: Mama Sana, The Pregnancy and Postpar-
tum Health Alliance of Texas (PPHA), Adisa Communi-
cations and the Institute for Urban Policy Research and
Analysis.

Show Up for Black
Mothers Summit

Tuesday, March 27, 2018
8am-5pm

Huston-Tillotson University
King-Seabrook Chapel

900 Chicon Street
Austin, Texas 78702



Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc
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Jada Stone
Kealing M. S.

Kevin Parish
Hendrickson H. S.

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

What is SXSW

South by Southwest?
is an annual gathering of
film, interactive media, and
music festivals that take
place in mid-March in
Austin,Texas.It has contin-
ued to grow in both scope
and size every year.

SXSW Music is the larg-
est music festival of its kind
in the world, with more
than 2,000 acts. SXSW lasted
for 10 days in 2017.The mu-
sic event has grown from
700 registrants in 1987 to
over 28,000 registrants.
SXSW Film and SXSW Inter-
active events have grown
every year, most recently
bringing over 51,000 regis-
trants to Austin every
March.

SXSW Film Conference
spans five days of confer-
ence panels and sessions,

and welcomes filmmakers
of all levels. Programming
consists of keynote speak-
ers, panels, workshops,
mentor sessions and more,
with expert filmmakers and
industry leaders.The SXSW
Film Festival runs nine days,
simultaneously with the
SXSW Film Conference, and
celebrates raw innovation
and emerging talent both
behind and in front of the
camera. Festival program-
ming categories include:
Special Events, Headliners,
Narrative Spotlight, Docu-
mentary Spotlight, Narra-
tive Competition, Docu-
mentary Competition, Vi-
sions, Midnighters, 24 Beats
Per Second, SXSW Global,
Episodic, Festival Favorites
and Short Film Programs.
The SXSW Film Awards,
which occur on the last day
of the Film Conference,
honor films selected by the
Feature and Short Film Ju-
ries.

The pros of SXSW is
that it brings in a lot of
money to businesses in
Austin.The cons of SXSW is
that there is a lot of traffic
for the people in Austin that
have to go to work and
come“back home because
of all the people that are
coming for the festival.

In conclusion,South By
Southwest is a fun festival
that brings people together.

Last Saturday I went
to Rodeo Austin which in-
cludes a Carnival, petting
zoo, the actual rodeo, live
music, a stock show, pig
races and many more! I
went to the carnival with
3 friends and we stayed

Lone Star Central RegionalRodeo Austin
there for 6 hours having
fun and riding rides and
the fair. While all of that
was going on the rodeo
continuing, I may not have
seen it but I did hear it.
When the rodeo was done
there was a little concert
and Josh Abbott Band was
the one performing and I
heard some of his music
and it was pretty good.
Last Tuesday Gladys
Knight performed and my
parents went and they
said had a fantastic time.
I had great time going to
the rodeo for the first time
and it certainly won’t be
my last.

The FIRST {For Inspi-
ration and Recognition of
Science and Technology}
Robotics Competition
Lone Star Central Re-
gional was held at Strake
Jesuit College Prepara-
tory School in Houston
from March 14th to 17th.
On Wednesday night, ro-
botics teams could load
in their robot and set up
their pit, the area they
use to repair and store
their robot. On Thursday,
practice matches were
played, on Friday, qualifi-
cation matches were
played, and on Saturday,
more qualifications and
then playoff matches were
played. There were 40
teams in attendance. 39 of
them came from various
parts of Texas, and one
team came from Palo Alto,
California.

My team, team
2881, the Lady Cans of
Austin, Texas, had a rough
start. We spent all of
Thursday fixing the robot

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

B-boy Meets Beethoven

instead of practicing, and
as a result, many of the
matches on Friday didn’t
go as well as they could
have had we had some
practice rounds. It seemed
like every match there was
some small piece that
went wrong and hampered
us the whole time. But as
the competition went on,
we were able to get the
hang of things, and by Sat-
urday, we were performing
pretty well. Shadetree Ro-
botics and VorTX picked us
to ally with them, and we
made it to the
quarterfinals.

Our team didn’t win
the competition, but we
did win the Creativity
Award. Robots have to be
inside a certain frame pe-
rimeter when the match
starts, so we designed
our robot to expand out-
wards after the matched
started. The whole tower
that supported our arm
rocked backwards and
our wheels used for tak-
ing in game pieces
dropped down from a
vertical to a horizontal
position. The fact that we
had a pivoting arm was
also different because
many teams used a lin-
ear elevator to move the
game pieces up and
down. Whenever the
judges stopped by our
pit, they seemed very im-
pressed at how we came
up with this unique solu-
tion to the problem.

 Saturday, March 17,
I was presented the op-
portunity to be an audi-
ence for the Hip-Hop Or-
chestra. First I'd like to say
thank you to The LINKS &
The Villager for providing
the Youth Brigade tickets
to see the orchestra. I re-
ally enjoyed it and the per-
formance was excellent.
The Hip-Hop Orchestra
performed at Bates Re-
cital Hall, which actually
has significance on it's
own. The auditorium
holds the largest tracker
organ in the United
States. The organ is
three stories tall, has a
weight of 24 tons, and
has 5,315 pipes.

Although the or-
chestra did not use the
organ, it was a appealing
object for their back-
ground during their per-
formance. The orchestra
is unique when compared
to others because they
have a dj who plays hip
hop songs and the beat
of them, the wind and
string instruments com-

bine their sounds to the
beat while, a group raps
as a duet. Once we en-
tered the auditorium and
took our seats, we were
presented with a short
performance to kick off
the Hip-Hop Orchestra's
tone. The group was a
duet that goes by the
name of Treelah. Their
performance was really
good and they had inspi-
rational statements to-
ward the audience while
presenting.

I actually knew one
of the singer's, Ms. Tree
G. I know her because
she helped me prepare to
sing the Black National
Anthem at a pageant, as
well as the fact that she
sang alongside of me. I
was really glad to see her
again and she did an
amazing job. After
Treelah's performance
we were given an inter-
mission, then the show
began. One of the pieces
played is their most
played song, called B-
boy Meets Beethoven.
This song was their open-
ing piece and got the
crowd interested, shout-
ing, calling, and bobbing
our heads.

Throughout their en-
tire performance, their
song selection was mag-
nificent. They were en-
tertaining with comedy,
upbeat, and created a
fun and interactive show.
I am so glad I had the
oppurtunity to attend the
show and I hope they are
coming back to Austin
again next year.

Spring Break

Hello, this past week
was spring break and it was
truly a amazing week for my
family. My friend Cameron
stayed the whole week
with us and he truly is my
best friend and whenever
he comes here we have the

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

time of our lives.
My mom and dad

made sure we had plenty to
do, we watched scary mov-
ies, comedy shows and had
a great time doing it. We
played a lot of video games,
ate out and did other cool
stuff. He left and went back
to Boerne on Sunday and
my family already miss him.

Lastly, School is staring
back up on Monday and its
time to get back to work, i
have a band concert in a few
weeks and i have to make
sure my grades stay up so i
can get into college and
achieve my dream of being
a engineer. Thank you for
reading.

Ruby George
Riojas Elementary

During spring break,
I went to a hip-hop orches-
tra in a building on the UT
campus. There was a
couple kids from the vil-
lager newspaper, includ-

ing me and my sister. All
of us waited outside for a
while, but my parents
dropped us of. When we
all went inside, there was
two big flights of stairs.
There was a long line of
people, and I thought it
was for tickets. But really
they were all just waiting
to go inside. There was a
T-shirt booth on the out-
side of the doors. The con-
cert started with two ladys
that were sisters. They
were both really good
singers. And then a lady
and a guy were rapping.
There was a dj, violins, and
trumpets. They made very
good music together.

Hip-Hop Orchestra

Hip Hop Orchestra Performance

On Saturday, March
17 at the Bates Recital
Hall, the Hip Hop Orches-
tra performed at 7pm. The
performance was a combi-
nation of classical music,
played by string and brass
instruments and a piano,
with “old school” hip hop
songs. Because the Links,
Inc., a non-profit volunteer
organization for women of
color, offered to buy tick-
ets for the Youth Brigade,
six students had the op-
portunity to attend the
event last Saturday.

The show opened
with a performance by the
sister duo Treelah, who
sang original songs, ac-
companied by drums, a pi-
ano, and a bass guitar. Af-
ter their set, there was a

Cyrena Matingou
Cedar Ridge H. S.

15 minute intermission,
followed by the Hip Hop
Orchestra. Rapper Thee
Phantom, the Illharmonic
Orchestra, and The singer
Phantom. The songs
played were classic hip
hop song and R&B songs,
like “Killing Me Softly” by
Fugees, fused with classi-
cal instruments. Even
though I could not recog-
nize some of the older
songs, I really enjoyed the
sound of the hip hop beat
blended with the instru-
ments. As a piano player,
my favorite piece the Hip
Hop Orchestra performed
was “88 Tracks for 88
Keys,” which was a com-
pilation of songs rapped
by Thee Phantom with a
piano accompaniment.

I am thankful to the
Links, Inc. for giving us the
chance to go to this per-
formance because it was
a great way to end my
Spring Break and bond
with the other members of
the Youth Brigade. I have
always been a fan of clas-
sical music and R&B, so
hearing the Hip Hop
Orchestra’s performance
was a very special event
for me!

www.TheAustinVillager.com

@TheVillagerATX

TheVillagerAnd
BlackRegistryCompany
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Bombs and Shootings

Spring break is over
now. My cousins made
their trip to Austin again.
We had a lot of fun. But
everyone else were talking
about the bombings in
Austin.  It seems that the
school shooting were not
being given much atten-
tion.

I often wonder if any-
thing can be done about
either one of them. Most
people I talk to say school
bullying has always been
around.  They say it prob-
ably will continue.  It

Tyler  Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA

seems that on certain is-
sues the only thing that
can be done is constant
attention being applied to
the problem.

I have heard some
people reply that this is
the system of things we
live in.  Some people have
no problem in hurting, kill-
ing or suppressing others.

Even in school you
see some people think it is
funny to push others
around.  Too often others
just watch and do nothing.
Now when it comes to
bombings in America,
Black's in America in the
past knew all about it ac-
cording to history.

The Dallas area in the
late 1940's and early
1950's had a few  bomb-
ings in Black areas. I was
told that we must never
forget that the first bombs
dropped from an airplane
was dropped on Blacks in
Tulsa ,Oklahoma.  It is
good to have grandpar-
ents with Black history
books and articles all
around.

Hip Hop Orchestra Concert

On March 17, the Hip
Hop Orchestra performed
at the Bates Recital Hall
(University of Texas).   The
artist was Thee Phantom,
whose birth name is Jef-
frey McNeil.  The musi-
cians are known as the
Illharmonic Orchestra.
They played instruments
from four music families:
strings, brass, woodwinds,

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville M. S.

and keyboard. Thee Phan-
tom was also accompa-
nied by a female vocalist
and MC named ‘The Phoe-
nix’ and a DJ.

The concert was dif-
ferent than anything I
could ever imagine. Al-
though I watched youtube
videos of Thee Phantom &
the Illharmonic Orchestra
before going to the con-
cert, I enjoyed the experi-
ence. What I liked best was
that Thee Phantom com-
bines Hip-Hop with classi-
cal music played by a live
orchestra.   When Hip-Hop
Orchestra comes back to
Austin, you should buy
tickets.  If you want to
know more about Thee
Phantom & the
Illharmonic Orchestra go
to www.the
ephantomhiphop.com

Kennedy George
Weiss High School

Hip Hop Orchestra

Yesterday I got the
opportunity to attend the
hip hop orchestra
concert.I was excited to
see a new type of orches-
tra and listen to some

great music. The tickets
were provided to us Youth
Brigaders and the concert
was at the Bates Recital
Hall on the UT campus.

First on the stage
were a pair of sisters by
the name of Treelah. They
were a very beautiful pair
and they had powerful
voices. Their songs were
interesting, and different
than what I have heard
before. After an intermis-
sion, Illharmonic came on
stage. The music that they
played was very new to
me because I don’t listen
to hip hop often. As a mu-
sician, the performance
made me want to learn all
different types of music.

Youth Brigaders attended the Hip Hop Orchestra event at UT Bates Recital Hall on Saturday, March
17, 2018.   Their attendance was sponsored by the Links, Inc. - Austin Chapter , a community service
organization that supports youth, cultural arts, health, and education programs.   Attendees included:
Youth Brigade Chairman Cyrena Matingou, Alyssa James,  Sanaya White, Kennedy George, Ruby George,
and Ava Roberts.   Photo taken by Mrs. Tonya James Allen

Hip Hop Orchestra

CASA Volunteer Info Session CASA of Travis County speaks up for children who’ve been abused or
neglected by empowering our community to volunteer as advocates for them
in the court system. When the state steps in to protect a child’s safety, a judge
appoints a trained CASA volunteer to make independent and informed rec-
ommendations in the child’s best interest. CASA volunteers come from ev-
ery walk of life and share a commitment to improving children’s lives, a
willingness to learn, and an open mind towards life experiences different
from their own.

Please join us at a free Volunteer Info Session to learn more about be-
coming a CASA volunteer, Monday, March 26, 2018 at 6:30 pm, Terrazas Branch
Austin Public Library 1105 E Cesar Chavez St. Light snacks and refreshments
will be provided. There will be time for questions with our staff and current
volunteer advocates after the presentation.

PARENTS, BLACK PUBLISHERS DISCUSS EXCELLENCE IN
PUBLIC EDUCATION DURING BLACK PRESS WEEK

By Stacy M. Brown
(NNPA Newswire

Contributor)

Educators and edu-
cation experts discussed
parental engagement,
equity in education and
teacher diversity, during
a special breakfast ses-
sion for the NNPA’s Every
Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA) Public Awareness
Campaign in Washington,
D.C.

The session took
place during the National
Newspaper Publishers
Association’s (NNPA) Black
Press Week, an annual cel-
ebration of the relevance
and lasting legacy of Black
publishers.

Panelists included
Washington Informer
Publisher Denise Rolark
Barnes; DNA Educational
Solutions and Support
CEO Dr. Robert L. Kirton
Jr.; NAACP Washington
Bureau Chief Hilary O.

Shelton; Prince George’s
County School Board
Member Curtis Valen-
tine; and Dr. Lannette
Woodruff, an ESSA (Every
Student Succeeds Act)
taskforce member for the
Office of the State Super-
intendent of Education in
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Elizabeth Primas,
the project manager for
the NNPA’s ESSA Public
Awareness Campaign,
served as moderator for
the session titled, “Striving
for African American Ex-
cellence in Public Educa-
tion: The Role of the Black
Press” at the Dupont Circle
Hotel in Washington, D.C.
on Friday, March 16.

Rolark Barnes also
reminded the audience
that one of the founders of
the Black Press, Samuel
Cornish, graduated from
the Free African School
and became a minister,
before he started the
Freedom’s Journal.

Shelton noted that
the Black Press has been
the voice of the Black com-
munity for a very long
time; the NAACP Washing-
ton bureau chief also said
that education is the
bridge over troubled wa-
ters.

Kirton recounted a
false, yet familiar adage
that suggested that “The
best way to hide some-
thing from Black people is
to put it in a book.” Kirton
used the saying to shine a
light on the paucity of
high-quality education op-
tions in the Black commu-
nity.

Valentine advocated
for increased parental en-
gagement in our schools at
every level.

In 2017, the NNPA
received a grant from the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation to support a three-
year, multi-media public
awareness campaign fo-
cusing on the unique op-

portunities and challenges
related to the implemen-
tation of ESSA, according
to a press release about
the campaign.

Under the ESSA,
states have more flexibil-
ity under federal regula-
tions to design customized
solutions to improve el-
ementary and secondary
education in the nation’s
public schools. The law
also ensures that every
child, regardless of race,
income, background, or
where they live have the
opportunity to obtain a
high-quality education;
ESSA received bipartisan
support and was signed
into law by President
Barack Obama on Decem-
ber 10, 2015.

The NNPA selected
Primas, a decorated and
award-winning educator,
as program manager and
she famously refers to all
of her students as “her
children.”

Panelists discuss the role of the Black Press in education during a breakfast session hosted by the
NNPA ESSA Public Awareness Campaign, during Black Press Week in Washington, D.C. (Freddie Allen/
AMG/NNPA)
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Texas Congressional District 25

The recent election
of Trump has galvanized
Democrats to run for vari-
ous Congressional Seat. In
Travis County, there has
been a “desire” to fill up
the ballot with candidates;
therefore, giving Demo-
crats to vote in the prima-
ries. For instance, Con-
gressional District 25 has
seen numerous candi-
dates run for the post. As
a result, two candidates
emerged from this
crowded primary. Conse-
quently, Chris Perri and
Julie Oliver will be facing
each other in this primary.

First of all, Chris Perri
is running on various is-
sues, such as: gun preven-
tion, health care, preserv-
ing our democracy, immi-
gration, criminal justice
reform, education and
host of other issues. For

Julie Oliver

instance, on Criminal Jus-
tice reform, he wants to
reduce mass incarcera-
tion, legalize marijuana,
and end for-profit prisons.
According to Chris Perri,
Universal health care is a

fundamental human right
that we can achieve by re-
moving wasteful private
profits from our
healthcare system. The
best option is Medicare-
for-All.”

Secondly, Julia Oliver
is running on various is-
sues, such as, the follow-
ing: jobs, healthcare, edu-
cation and also restoring
“democracy.” According to
Oliver, “Every American
should have high-quality
healthcare, be able to see
a doctor, and be able to
afford prescriptions—no
matter if they’re rich or
poor, young or old, or have
a pre-existing conditions
or not. We should not only
improve the existing
model—we have to move
to a Medicare-for-all style
system.”Chris Perri

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Sarah Eckhardt Speaks to
Local Democrats

Thursday, March 15, 2018, Travis County Judge Eckhardt spoke to the North
East Travis County Democrats regarding the issues that the county faces. It was
an opportunity for Judge Eckhardt to re-connect with the community and with
local Travis County Democrats. During this event, attendees had the opportunity
to ask Judge Eckhardt a variety of questions that deals with how the county
manages the affair of the county.

There were a variety questions that ranged from secured voting, property
taxes and giving the people “off paper” an opportunity to register and vote.
Furthermore, she mentioned of how the Tax Assessor and the sheriff office are
working to register eligible voters at the Travis County Jail.

Finally, there were numerous questions dealing with property taxes and
flooding. Moreover, Judge Eckhardt mentioned that County wanted to buy back
homes that are in the “flood prone areas” into a park area. In addition, she men-
tioned the County has managed well the funds coming in from property taxes.

Pflugerville School Board Election

Once again, there
will be another school
board election in
Pflugerville. The
Pflugerville school
board election will be
held May 5, 2018. How-
ever, early voting will
be from April 23rd to
May 1. In this school
board election, there are
about 3 candidates run-
ning. These three candi-
dates are: Charlie
Torres, Mary Kimmis,
and Brent Allen. More-
over, they are running
for Place 1.

First of all, Charlie
Torres would like to
continue to strengthen
the Pflugerville school
systems. According to
Charlie Torres, “ stu-
dent and staff safety will
also be at the forefront
of my campaign. While
we have a very good
school district and awe-
some educators, we do
have room to improve.
As we look to improve,
we also need to keep a
strong eye on the bud-
get to work at keeping
our tax rate as low as we
can.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Secondly, Brian
Allen is also a candidate
running for the
Pflugerville school
board. According to
Brian Allen, “ I will in-
crease attention to the
factors that create per-
formance disparities
and I will work dili-

gently to resolve them
by highlighting the im-
portance of training and
education for one’s fu-
ture. It is my goal to en-
sure that every student
graduates with a college
acceptance letter, a vo-
cation certification in an
industry, or both.”

Brian Allen

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

A WRINKLE IN TIME
MOVIE SCREENING AND

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Soulciti partnered with Sisters In The Storm, Me and the
Bees Lemonade and the Capital City Black Film Festival,  to
create an afternoon of #blackgirlmagic! 140 young black girls
were treated to a free screening of Ava DuVernay’s A Wrinkle
In Time complete with concessions.

Following the screening, the girls were treated to free ice
cream from Lick’s, courtesy of Huston-Tillotson University and
the Greater Austin Black Chamber of Commerce and had the
opportunity to meet and greet with Me and the Bee’s CEO and
teen-preneur Mikaila Ulmer.

Photo by Stephanie Devon Warren

by soulciti

AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
100 E. 27TH STREET, AUSTIN, TX
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

An EOE Requests Bids from Qualified MBE's
 and WBE's Subs and Suppliers For:

City of Austin, TX

In Situ Wastewater Line Renewal Program IDIQ
IFB# 6100 CLMC699

Bid Date: April 5, 2018 at 9:00 AM
Including (but not limited to): Barricades, Signs

& Traffic Handling, Pavement Restoration,
Erosion Control Measures, Sodding, Clean &

Television of Sewer Pipe, Bypass Pumping
of  Sewer Lines, New Manhole Installation and

Adjustment of Existing Manholes.
Insituform Technologies, LLC

13502 Almeda School Road, Houston, Texas 77047
Phone: 713-845-3002      Fax: 713-980-0782

Email: resmith@aegion.com

Plans and specifications are available by
contacting Robin Smith at 713-845-3002

Fax quotes to 713-980-0782 by April 3, 2018

 Invitation To Bid
from HB Construction

Construction of
MetroRapid Additional

Stations
Bid Date 3/26/2018

10:00 AM
Call Guy Horton @ 512-

688-5123 for plans
and questions

Invitation To Bid
Reno of Will Hampton

Library at Oak Hill
Bid Due: Wednesday,

21 March 2018
@ 3:00 PM

Send Bids to:
guy.horton@hbconstructionco.com

Call with questions:
512-688-5123

Chicago’s South and
West sides. Sykes’ hard
work and tenacity are an
inspiration to not only his
community but to the
world.

Finally, SXSW Film
showcased the new TBS
comedy THE LAST O.G.’s
world premiere. An ap-
propriate “come back”
story starring a “come
back” Tracy Morgan! Fol-
lowing his tragic automo-
bile accident nearly four
years ago, it was an
honor to see Morgan at
SXSW promoting his new
project.

The comedy super-
star and multiple Emmy®
nominee  Tracy Morgan
returns to television in a
new series that he execu-
tive produces alongside
Oscar® winner  Jordan
Peele. THE LAST O.G.  cen-
ters on Tray (Morgan), an
ex-con shocked to see just
how much the world has
changed when he is re-

leased from prison for
good behavior after a 15-
year stint.

Returning to his
newly gentrified Brooklyn
neighborhood, he discov-
ers that his former girl-
friend, Shay (T iffany
Haddish), has married an
affable, successful white
man (Ryan Gaul), who is
helping raise the twins
(Taylor Mosby  &  Dante
Hoagland) Tray never
knew existed.  THE LAST
O.G.  also stars  Cedric the
Entertainer  as the head of
the halfway house where
Tray is staying, and  Allen
Maldonado  as Tray’s
cousin Bobby, who helps
him adjust to life on the
outside.   THE LAST O.G.
premieres on TBS on Tues-
day, April 3 at 10:30 p.m.
ET/PT.

Look for additional
SXSW 2018 highlights in
future editions where you
will find more exciting film
and music coverage!

Tracy Morgan arrives on red carpet for The Last
O.G. at Paramount Theatre during SXSW.

Photo by Naomi Richard.

Morgan promotes
new show at SXSW

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Keep Austin Beautiful Day 2018

Each April, Keep Austin Beautiful hosts Clean
Sweep, a county-wide service day spanning 130+
sites in 31 zip codes throughout Austin and Travis
County. As Clean Sweep has grown over the years
we have noted that is has become more than just
a cleanup day. Volunteers are planting gardens,
restoring riparian habitats, removing graffiti, and
more. To recognize all the work volunteers are
doing on this day we have decided to formally re-
name Clean Sweep to Keep Austin Beautiful Day.

We hope you will join us on Saturday, April 14th
for the newly launched day of community service for

the first time  as Keep Austin Beautiful Day.
In previous years, the cleanup and project day

has resulted in over 26 tons of trash removed by
4,000 plus volunteers who contribute 8,700 com-
bined service hours. Keeping with tradition, the
network of projects will followed by a not-to-be-
missed volunteer party at Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity featuring free t-shirts, lunch, l ive music,
children’s environmental activities, a unique ob-
ject contest, door prizes, and more! Sign up and
learn more at  https://keepaustinbeautiful.org/
programs/kabday/

Travis County Ranks Eighth of Healthiest Texas Counties
Travis County ranks eight in overall health in Texas

compared to all participating counties in the state (242)
for the annual County Health Rankings.

The County Health Rankings, released by the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Population Health Institute and the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) compares
health differences on a broad range of measures among
almost every county in the United States. The rankings
help counties understand what influences how healthy
residents are and how long they will live. To do that, a
variety of measures are examined including access to
healthy foods, rates of smoking, obesity and teen births.
The goal is to take data and move to action by address-
ing existing disparities.

This is the ninth year the annual rankings have
been published at www.countyhealthrankings.org.
Communities use the rankings to drive improvements
toward health equity and provide targeted

resources to the people and places in greatest
need.

“Health is more than what happens at the doctor’s
office,” said Stephanie Hayden, Interim Director,

Austin Public Health. “There are a wide range of
factors that influence how long and how well we live
including education and income, what we eat and how
we move as well as the quality of our housing and the
safety of our neighborhoods.”

Public health professionals understand that to
improve community health takes partnerships, time,
and a commitment to sustainable changes to policies
and systems.

Annual rankings can improve or worsen for sev-
eral reasons including gains or losses in the factors that
make up the rankings, random variations in measures,
the number of participating counties and changes in
ranked measures or their methods.

Austin Spurs to Host
Fan Appreciation Night

AUSTIN, Texas  (March 15, 2017) –  The Austin Spurs,
presented by SWBC,  will host their annual Fan Apprecia-
tion and Go Red Night for the final game of the regular
season on  Saturday, March 24 at 7 p.m.  vs. the South Bay
Lakers at the H-E-B Center at Cedar Park. The Go Red game
is presented by Texas Mutual and  all fundraising proceeds
will  benefit the American Heart Association.

The  players  will be wearing special themed jer-
seys in support of the American Heart Association for
the game. The signed, game-worn jerseys will be auc-
tioned off online. Fans will have the opportunity to cast
their bids beginning Wednesday, March 21 at 5 p.m.
until Saturday, March 24 at 8:30 p.m. In addition,  Great
Clips will be giving complimentary haircuts during the
game with all tips benefiting the non-profit organiza-
tion.   The team’s popular post-game  Toss  for a  Cause
promotion, sponsored by Great Clips, will benefit the
American Heart Association.

Austin will celebrate its fans throughout the night
with games and chances  to win prize packs,  including
player-signed merchandise.

Fans are encouraged to wear red attire to the game vs.
the South Bay Lakers to support the campaign. The game will
be broadcast on FSSW and Twitch. For ticket information,  visit
AustinSpurs.com  or call  (512) 236-8333.
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Travis County tax office mourns death of former
Tax Assessor-Collector Nelda Wells Spears

AUSTIN - Nelda
Wells Spears, a beloved
community leader and
the state’s first African-
American tax assessor-
collector, died this morn-
ing, Tuesday, March 20,
after a brief illness.

Spears, 71, was a
champion of women’s
causes who dedicated her
life to public service. She
was elected Travis County
tax assessor-collector for
five consecutive terms, re-
tiring on Dec. 31, 2011, to
care for her elderly mother
and aunt.

Her passing came as
a shock to tax office em-
ployees, some of whom
she hired and worked
with for two decades.

“Nelda was loved by
tax office employees
throughout her 20 years
of service to Travis
County,” said Tax Asses-
sor-Collector Bruce
Elfant, who succeeded
Spears as the next
elected official to take
over the office. “She was
dedicated to her staff,
committed to hiring qual-
ity people and was pas-
sionate about giving
county residents excep-
tional customer service.”

Before he became
tax assessor-collector in
2012, Spears tapped
Elfant, then a county con-
stable, to assist the tax of-
fice with its voter regis-

tration efforts. “She be-
lieved everyone should
have a voice in their gov-
ernment and was com-
mitted to making sure eli-
gible voters were regis-
tered,” Elfant said. “Travis
County, the tax office and
our customers were
richly rewarded by
Nelda’s service. Her pass-
ing is a great loss to our
community and we ex-
tend our heartfelt sympa-
thy to Nelda’s family and
friends.”

Stan Wilson, who
Spears hired at the tax of-
fice in 1992 and is the di-
rector of the office’s Mo-
tor Vehicle Division, said
she was committed to
mentoring black youth,
especially women, to
choose a life of public ser-
vice. “Nelda was a
woman of strong faith
who worked tirelessly for
everyone in the county,
but also was a leader in
the African-American
community, including the

black women’s move-
ment, and dedicated to
furthering the careers of
all women and building
strong families,” Wilson
said.

The Travis County
Tax Office annually col-
lects more than $4 billion
in local property taxes for
126 local government en-
tities and $4 million in
fines and fees for Justice
of the Peace and County
Courts at Law. The office
registers and titles almost

1 million vehicles, regis-
ters over 700,000 voters,
and supports elections
for 201 local government
entities. The Tax Office
operates five locations in
Travis County and many
services are available
online.

Spears, a lifelong
member of Greater
Mount Zion Baptist
Church, was a founding
member of Executive
Women in Texas Govern-
ment, where she fostered

women’s growth in state
leadership roles.

Spears was ap-
pointed tax assessor-col-
lector Aug. 1, 1991, mak-
ing her the first African-
American tax assessor-
collector among the
state’s 254 counties. She
was a proud Austin na-
tive. She attended Austin
public schools and gradu-
ated from L. C. Anderson
High School. She went on
to Fisk University in Nash-
ville, Tenn., where she
earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in English and be-
came a member of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
Spears completed her
graduate studies at Mem-
phis State University,
where she earned a
master’s degree in com-
munications.

Before serving as tax
assessor-collector, Spears
filled many leadership
roles in state govern-
ment, working at the
Texas Comptroller of Pub-
lic Accounts, Texas De-
partment of Community
Affairs and Texas Land Of-
fice. She has a distin-
guished background in
community service, in-
cluding leadership roles
with the Austin Women’s
Center, the NAACP and
the Texas County and Dis-
trict Retirement System.

Funeral arrange-
ments are pending.

Nelda Wells Spears
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