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Spike Lee’s
‘BlacKkKlansman’

Wins at Cannes
By Sean Yoes | Baltimore AFRO Editor

CANNES, FRANCE - For the first time in his storied
career, filmmaker Spike Lee captured an award at the ven-
erable Cannes Film Festival in France, for what may be his
most controversial film since 1989’s “Do the Right Thing.”

Lee’s film, “BlacKkKlansman,” won the Grand Jury
Prize, the festival’s second most important award (the
Palme d’Or is the top prize, which went to the film, “Shop-
lifters,” by Japanese director Hirokazu Kore-eda). The film
is produced by Jordan Peele (director of “Get Out”).

BlacKkKlansman is based on the true story of a
Black Colorado police officer, Ron Stallworth, who suc-
cessfully infiltrated the Ku Klux Klan in the 1970’s. Lee’s
film, scheduled to be released in August, also includes
footage from last year’s deadly White supremacist ri-
ots in Charlottesville, Va., and Donald Trump’s reaction.

See BLACK KLANSMAN, page 2

INTRODUCING THE
ROYAL NEWLYWEDS
THE DUKE AND

DUCHESS OF
SUSSEX

Royal Wedding: Kensington Palace releases
official portraits of Meghan Markle, Prince

Harry and royal family. L-to-R: Prince Harry,
Princess Meghan Markle, and Doria Loyce

Raglane (Markle’s mother).
By Naomi Richard | The VILLAGER

(Windsor, United Kingdom) - In an elegant wed-
ding on May 19, Britain’s Prince Harry (33) and American
actress and activist Meghan Markle (36) became man and
wife. They are now to be known as the Duke and Duchess
of Sussex. The wedding vows were sealed with a kiss on
the steps outside St. George’s Chapel in Windsor on Sat-
urday. Let’s reflect on this historic wedding day for the
Royals…a mature American, educated, black, wealthy,
outspoken and intriguing woman with a heart for people
was set to join the British Royal Family!

On the day of her wedding, Meghan rode to St
George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle with her mother,
Doria Ragland, in a 1950 burgundy colored Rolls-Royce
Phantom IV.

All the rumors, speculation and suspense came to
an end when Meghan arrived at the Chapel in a drop
dead gorgeous boatneck gown by Clare Waight Keller
for Givenchy, a British woman who was the first female
designer of the storied French brand.  The flawless haute
gown chosen for her special day was created with six
seams and designed to showcase her shoulders. It is
certain to become iconic.

See MEANING OF LOVE, page 3

H.A.Y.E.S Academy
Basketball Camp is Back!

AUSTIN, TEXAS - For the 2nd year in a row Coach
Adrian Hayes is returning to his home town of Austin,
Texas to put on H.A.Y.E.S Basketball Camp.  There was
a great turnout of young ballers from all over Austin
who came out last year to showcase their skills.  This
camp will teach fundamentals of basketball as well as
advanced skills drills.   As the Head Men’s basketball
Coach at Colorado Northwestern Community College,
it is exciting to come back and put on a camp that the
community will benefit from and also have a chance
to look at local talent for future recruitment.  “I have a
chance to travel all over the country and do basketball
camps but it coming back to Austin is certainly one I
look forward to” Adrian Hayes.   As HAYES Camp gets
warmed up for its 2nd summer in Austin local coaches
are excited.  “This was great and should an annual
event” said Michael Ortiz, Travis High school’s Head
Woman’s basketball Coach, after HAYES basketball last
year.   This camp is open to all youth ages 8-18 but
hurry and register because spots are filling up fast.  For
registration information visit www.hayeshoops.com

Location: Travis High School
Date: June 11th-4th
Time: 10am-4pm
Ages: 8-18

The Memorial Day
weekend marks the start
of the annual “Click It or
Ticket” campaign. From
May 21 to June 3, drivers
and passengers who are
not buckled up will be tick-
eted.

Texas law requires
everyone in a vehicle to
buckle up or face fines and
court costs of up to $200.
Children younger than 8
years must be in a child
safety seat or booster seat
unless they’re taller than
4 feet 9 inches. If they
aren’t properly restrained,
the driver faces fines of up
to $250 plus court costs.

The “Click It or
Ticket” enforcement pe-
riod is a joint effort by
TxDOT, the National High-
way Traffic Safety Admin-
istration (NHTSA), the
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety and numerous
city and county law en-
forcement agencies.

To learn more about
“Click It or Ticket,” visit
texasclickitorticket.com.

TCSO Reminds
Drivers and
Passengers
“Click-it

or Ticket”

New Evidence Reveals NFL
Teams Viewed Kaepernick as a

Starting Quarterback

By Perry Green | AFRO Sports Editor
The AFRO - Colin Kaepernick’s lawyers have been

building a collusion case against the NFL for nearly nine
months now, and it looks like they may have finally put
together enough evidence to prove Kaepernick was black-
listed from the league for kneeling during the playing of
the National Anthem in protest of racism and police bru-
tality.

According to Pro Football Talk, internal franchise
documents generated during the NFL’s free-agency

See KAEPERNICK’S LAWYERS, page 7

WWII veteran
celebrates 112th

birthday.
See OVERTON

Page 3

OLCAAAAC presents
distinguished graduates

with scholarships.
See HONORS

Page 7

TLL  recognizes
stellar student with

$20,000.00 scholarship.
See SURPRISE

Page 2
Sheryl Cole
wins close

election in HD
46 Runoff.

   The race that was
closely watched by the
African American and
Hispanic community in
the recent elections was
the one with former City
Council member Sheryl
Cole and Immigration
Attorney Jose “Chito”
Vela for house district 46.
Cole won by a very small
margin by getting 50.9
percent of the vote to
Vela’s 49.1 percent.
   This race was unique
by the fact that it was one
of the few races for many
years where we have
seen African American
and Hispanic candidates
oppose each other for
political seats.  It was
commonly known that
there was a “gentleman’s
agreement” between the
two communities. This
so called agreement
lasted for many years
when the city council
elected all of its members
at large. It changed when
the City Council changed
to elect its members from
districts.
    The HD 46 seat has
been held by an African
American for more than
forty years, first by
Wilhelmina Delco and
later by Dawnna Dukes.
The seat became open
when Dukes was brought
under investigation by the
Travis County District
Attorney.  After months of
public humiliation, the
charges were finally
dropped, but by that time
the community had lost
faith in Dukes.
   HD 46 is the only seat
held by African Americans
in Travis County. And it is
important for all
communities to have a seat
at the table. However, the
race is not over. We must
now get ready for the
November election where
Cole will face Republican
Gabriel Nila. In the
meantime, we can take a
short break from politics.
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Joel B. Bennett
Attorney-At-Law

PROBATE, WILLS,
ESTATE PROBLEMS and REAL ESTATE

www.joelbennettlaw.com

JOEL B. BENNETT,
P.C.
2939 East 12th Street
Austin, TX 78702

512.476.8595 T
512.476.8834 F

Info@joelbennettlaw.com

“BlacKkKlansman”
stars John David Washing-
ton (the son of Denzel
Washington), as
Stallworth, the first Black
police officer in Colorado
Springs, Co., who infil-
trated David Duke’s Klan.
The film also stars Adam
Driver, who plays
Stallworth’s partner Flip
Zimmerman, who helps
him infiltrate the hate

group. The screenplay by
Lee, David Rabinowitz,
Charlie Wachtel and Kevin
Willmott, is based on
Stallworth’s 2014 book,
Black Klansman.

According to the Los
Angeles T imes, Lee ac-
cepted the award “on be-
half of the People’s Re-
public of Brooklyn.” It was
Lee’s sixth trip to the
Cannes Film Festival.

On his way back from
the festival, Lee showed
passengers on his flight,
including director Ava
DuVernay, his award when
they asked to see it.

“Let me tell you a
small Sunday story. We hap-
pened to be on the same
flight back to NYC. And I hap-
pened to ask to see his his-
tory-making Cannes Grand
Prix Prize. And he happened
to say yes. And then me and
about 27 other passengers
stood there and swooned
and smiled. The End. Xo,”
she wrote on Twitter.

Spike Lee received an award at the Cannes Film
Festival for his film, “BlacKkKlansman.” It was

Lee’s first award at Cannes. (Photo: Twitter)

Lee’s new
movie

based on
the 2014

book,
Black

Klansman
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

AUSTIN, TX - The
Town Lake Links “sur-
prised” their new 2018
Town Lake Scholar at his
local high school on Mon-
day, May 21, 2018.  Mem-
bers of the Town Lake
(TX) Chapter of the Links,
Incorporated showed up
to inform the winning stu-

Town Lake
Links

“Surprise”
Student with
Scholarship

dent of his award with
cake, balloons and big
check!

Mr. William Norwood,
Senior at Eastside Memo-
rial HS is the recipient of a
$20,000 award which is
available to him over the
next 4 years as he attends
Earlham College in Rich-

mond, Indiana.
Additionally, William

will receive a $1,000.00 me-
morial scholarship award
from the Austin Learning
Academy made possible by
Mrs. Toni Williams-Davis.
William is a stellar stu-

dent and Town Lake is
proud to name him as our
2018 TLL Scholar.  The
Town Lake Chapter is
proud of this student and
pleased to see him join the
ranks of the other Town
Lake Scholars.  The Town

Lake Chapter has invested
in the higher education of
Austin High School stu-
dents for over 15 years, to
date having contributed
over $250,000.00 in High
School Scholarship
awards.

Pictured (l-r): Daina Berry, Toni Williams-Davis, Dena Bell-Bryant,
William Norwood, Revlynn Lawson - Scholarship Committee Chair, Carla
Grace-Roberson, Miguel Garcia - Principal, Eastside Memorial HS.



St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
 4509 Springdale Road  Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686    Fax 512-929-7281

Christian Web Site-
stpetersaustintx.ning.com

stpetersaustintx@att.net
THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.

COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US
Sunday  School             8:45 a.m.

      Praise and Worship  10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  12:00 p.m.

and Praise /Bible Study  6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland

 Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)
Rev. Jack C. Gause
          Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love He
exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium    5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School                9:00 A.M.
Worship Service              10:00 A.M.
•Power Hour Bible Life Group               6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval       Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Donald-Mims

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Romans 5:1 Therefore,having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

This life, therefore, is not righteous-
ness, but growth in righteousness; not health,
but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest,
but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be,
but we are growing toward it. The process is
not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not
the end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified.

--- Martin Luther

Kenneth Hill, Pastor

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building, behind Wells Fargo)

Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road            Austin, Texas 78723-1843

                     (512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street 512-478-1875  Fax 512-478-1892

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Bus Ministry      Call 512-478-1875

Worship Service          8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training      10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Sunday Services

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR ORDER TO GO
Mon - Friday 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday - 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St., Austin, TX 78702

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C. Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart for The Community”

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.

Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email:

newlincolnmbc@att.net
www.newlincolnmbc.orgRev. Darron E. Patterson

             Pastor

Pastor J.R.Roberson &
First lady Lillian Robertson

(979)542-2784 Church
& (979) 540-6352 Hlme

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

GO YE EVANGELISTIC GOSPEL MISSION
(Arena of Refuge and Liberty)

Venu: Super 8, 8128 N. Interstate 35
Austin, Texas 78753

CHURCH WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays: Sunday Celebration 9am - 12 noon

Wednesdays: Systematic Bible Study 6pm-7:30 pm
Fri: “I Believe in Miracle” Prayer Meetings 6-7:30

Join Operation PUSH Prayerline Team Every
Friday @ 6:pm

REV. SAMUEL EHIMEN, Minister in-charge
Tel: 512-506-1645

 located in the
“HAIR BY NICOLE”

Salon at
4122 E. 12th Street,
Austin, TX 78721

Specializing in
Sew Ins, Quick Weeves,

Silk Press and
Hair Repair Solutions

For appointment
call (214) 202-7555 Castille

COIFFURES BY CASTILLE
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Prince Charles walked Meghan down the aisle to
the altar where she met Prince Harry.

For the first time in the history of royal weddings,
a black Gospel Choir sang during the ceremony at the
invitation of Prince Harry! Karen Gibson and The King-
dom Choir delivered an incredible rendition of the 1962
American R&B classic, “Stand by Me.” Yes, a black Gos-
pel Choir sang the romantic timeless piece that people
are still talking about. Not only the song itself, but the
looks of love exchanged by the bride and groom during
the performance.

How appropriate, as “Stand by Me” was once a
hymn from Psalm 46:2. “Therefore will not we fear,
though the Earth be removed, and though the moun-
tains be carried into the midst of the sea.”

Another heart-stopping moment was certainly the
sermon delivered during the ceremony by Yale Univer-
sity graduate, The Most Reverend Michael Bruce Curry,
presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church
(the first African-American to serve in this elected post).

Bishop Curry’s sermon centered on the real mean-
ing of love. He preached like a Baptist country preacher
in the woods of Alabama, plain, direct, to the point with
emphasis on key points

The Archbishop of Canterbury led Prince Harry and
Meghan in their vows.

During their ceremony, the bride and groom ex-
changed rings made by Cleave and Company. Meghan’s
ring was created out of Welsh Gold, and Harry’s ring is
a platinum band (as described in a statement from The
Palace).

The showcase of worldwide talent lasted through-
out the ceremony. Meghan herself secured the first
black winner of BBC’s Best Young Musician Award, a
prestigious British music prize. Cellist Sheku Kanneh-
Mason won the title in 2016, becoming the first black

Bishop Curry’s
sermon centered

on the real
meaning of love

The Most Rev. Michael Curry, who is the first
African-American to serve as presiding bishop

of the Episcopal Church, spoke at the royal
wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle.(UK Pool/Sky News via AP)

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

musician to do so.
“I was bowled over when Ms. Markle called me to

ask if I would play during the ceremony, and of course I
immediately said yes,” Kanneh-Mason said in a state-
ment from Kensington Palace. “What a privilege to be
able to play the cello at such a wonderful event. I can’t
wait!”

He played Franz Schubert’s “Ave Maria,” Gabriel
Fauré’s “Après un rêve” and Maria Theresia von Paradis’
“Sicilienne.”

The guest list was comprised of six hundred spe-
cial guests and included a who’s who of celebrities.
What a special moment to see Oprah Winfrey, Sir Elton
John, Idris Elba, George and Amal Clooney, David
Beckham and Serena Williams at this exclusive affair,
just to name a few.

Immediately following the exchange of vows,
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle left the chapel in a
romantic carriage ride through Windsor, as thousands
of fans lined the roads for a glimpse of the new Royal
couple!

US Oldest  Man and
WWII Veteran Turns 112

By Melissa Fontenette-Mitchell
AUSTIN, TX - US oldest veteran celebrated his

112th birthday on Friday, May 11th.
Mr. Richard Overton was born in 1906 in Bastrop

County, located just outside Austin.  The WWII vet-
eran served in the 1887th Engineer Aviation Battalion.
During WWII, Mr. Overton served as a marksman in a
segregated unite while stationed in Pearl Harbor and
Okinawa.  He served in the South Pacific from 1940
through 1945 with stops in Hawaii, Guam and Iwo
Jima.  Mr. Overton said “I’ve seen everything you can
possibly think of on land, water and air.   I enjoyed
traveling and seeing the word.  My best experiences
in life was serving in the Army.”

Mr. Overton has had the opportunity to meet many
notable people such as former president Barack Obama.
Mr. Overton credits God, his cigars and enjoying life.

I asked Mr. Overton what is one thing he would
like to say to the next generation, “Don’t give up and
enjoy life”.

WWII Veteran Richard Overton
photo credit / Melissa Fontenette-Mitchell



Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc

Page 4 ~ THE VILLAGER/May 25, 2018                                   YOUTH BRIGADE                                       www.theaustinvillager.com

On Tuesday, May
15th, the Lady Cans, a
FIRST {For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science
and Technology} Robotics
team that is also a Girl
Scout troop, invited
women who work at Dell
to the Kodosky Center, the
headquarters for Girl
Scouts of Central Texas, to
come learn about the
team. As Chief Finance
Officer on the team, I ex-
plained how we earn and
spend money. Our Chief
Operations Officer ex-
plained how the team
functions and our Chief
Technology Officer ex-
plained how the robot
works and what the rules
of the 2018 competition
game were. Various team
directors and other sub-
group representatives
talked about many addi-
tional aspects of our team.
We also demonstrated the
robot for the women, driv-
ing it around and having it
pick up yellow cubes.

The Dell women
were very engaged and
they asked great ques-
tions. Towards the end of
the presentation, we

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Presenting to Dell Women

asked them to join our
team as mentors. Mentors
are essential for the devel-
opment of young people
into confident world-
changers, and as our
team’s size is quickly ap-
proaching fifty girls, we
need even more positive
role models to mentor our
team. Dell, in addition to
being one of our team’s
generous sponsors, has a
large repertoire of smart
people who have skills in
a variety of fields, espe-
cially, but not limited to,
technology. I think we
made quite the impression
on the Dell ladies, and
hopefully, they will be in-
spired to become mentors.

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

"Finally Over
But a new

Beginning"
This is the time of the

year that everything is
slowing down and every-
one is getting ready for the
summer, the STAAR test
and final exams are almost
done. Once it is all over the
summer begins and every-
one will get to have time
with their family and rest
becuase this past school
year was long.

I finished my STAAR
test and i felt like i did a
good job and now we must
finish up our district as-
sessments, exams and
end of the year tests. It is
very important to finish
strong because if you do
make a bad grade there is

less time to bring up the
grade.

Lastly, Im gonna work
real hard to get in shape
this summer because i
want to play football so
we are gonna work on eat-
ing right and working out
with my dad. Swimming
lessons with my brothers
will be fun and I'm looking
forward to that as well.
Thanks for reading and I
will see you next school
year.

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville M. S.

School-to-Prison Pipeline
Texas Appleseed be-

lieves that several things
contribute to a school-to-
prison pipeline in Texas.
They are zero tolerance dis-
ciplinary policies, increased
reliance on law enforce-
ment and courts to address
student misbehavior, and
hostile school climates.

The organization is
working to dismantle the
school-to-prison pipeline by
working to keep children in
school!  They work to help
close the pathways to drop-
out and incarceration.

On Wednesday, May
16 Texas Appleseed held an
event for youths at the Gus
Garcia Rec Center.  The
event was called “Youth:
Know Your Rights!”.  Key
questions were addressed
by giving the laws along
with how you might respond
and how you should re-
spond. The audience was a

mix of middle school and
high school students.

I learned a lot about
student incidents with
the police at school. I
learned about student
rights, what can happen
if I run away from the po-
lice officer, and when I
should ask for a parent or
guardian to be present. I
will remember the infor-
mation but hope to not
have to use it!

 Kamryn Mack
Kipp Leadership Elem.

Going on a
Field Trip

   On Thursday, the
fourth grade went on an
educational field trip. We
went to Aquarina Springs, a
place where you could see
and learn about nature. It
was an interesting place.
We even learned about the
history of Aquarina Springs!

        First, we classi-
fied if water was polluted,
slightly polluted, or clean.
They gave us a bin filled
with water or algae. We had
to spot and capture bugs
with little cups and, with
the help of a sheet, classify
what type of bug it is. Then,
we had to found out if that
bug could live in what type
of water, telling us what
type of water it is. For in-
stance, we found a water
bug that was eventually
going to turn into a beetle.
They are not able to live in
polluted water. So, they fact
that it is living in the water,
tells me that the water must
be clean. It was a fun,
hands-on, experience.

         Lastly, we went
on a boat ride. We boarded
the boat and sat down on
two aisles, opposite to each
other. In the middle, the
bottom of the boat was
clear, so you could see the
wildlife and lake. We saw all
types of fish and some

turtles. We even saw
some scuba divers. If you
looked on the surface of
the it looked like perfect
sparky glass. The boat
driver told us that
Aquarina Springs was
once an amusement
park. They had an under-
water theater, a pig that
could swim, woman who
dressed like mermaids in
the underwater theater,
and a chicken who could
play the piano. I tell you,
this place sounds absurd!
This was way back in the
seventies, though. There
was erosion that took
place, elevating some
land and lowering some
land. Water came from
loads of rain, causing the
lake to get higher and
higher.

That’s it for this week.
For my next article, I might
research more about
Aquarina Springs. I hope
you enjoyed my article.

Tyler  Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA

A repeated problem
facing students is bullying.
Most adults say that bul-
lying has always been
around. They also say it is
not going away.

The rich bully the
poor. The big kid do it to
smaller students and
shorter ones. It goes on
and on. Even some bully
grow-up and

them selves become

bullies. I find out that it is
only part of the problem.
The other is that others
stand back and just watch.

Often they smile and
laugh while these acts are
carried out. Some when
questioned about theses
incident will not want to
get involved.

This often cause the
problem to get worst.
When talking this over

Bullying/bystanders
with adults they give you
an adult answer.

Most say the problem
has been around forever.
They say it is because good
people too often stand
around and watch things
happen to others.

But do nothing
knowing what is happen-
ing Is bad.

One more week to
"Summer Break".

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

Cotillion

     Saturday, May
19th, I had my 8th grade
cotillion at my school. Co-
tillion at my school is ba-
sically a graduation for the
8th graders, Class of 2022.
We were read a bio about
ourselves created by our
advisors as we walked
down the red carpet along-
side our escort. I chose my
mother to be mine. This
year's cotillion, I was se-
lected to be the class rep-
resentative and make an

opening speech address-
ing our class for the audi-
ence. I presented my
speech then our Spanish
speaker presented hers.
Ater a couple of words
from our administration,
the ceremony began. It
was a beautiful ceremony
but also long. I thank my
family for attending and
coming to support me. I
appreciate them for being
there for me. The cer-
emony was held from 6 to
7:45 then after that the fun
began. The parents were
required to leave and the
gym began to be set up for
the dance which lasted
until 10pm. This was ex-
tremely fun and our DJ
was great. There were
many different types of
music playing and foods
provided. I had a great
time preparing for cotillion
and attending it. It was a
great way to end off my
last year of middle school.

Ruby George
Riojas Elementary

Why is a career
important?
I feel like a career is

important because it is
what you plan to do your
whole life. Some people
get a career offered to
them because they have a
natural talent. But most
people have to work really
hard. College is the most
important school that can
determine your career.

  It can take many
years of college to pursue
the dream that you have.
If you would like to be a
doctor, it would take four
or more years to actually

start your job. Or some
things like sports you are
going to audition. A lot of
careers can be fun, or you
can start a job at an early
age.

Ira “T.J.” Williams
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Senior
Season
This week is my last

week as a junior in high
school. In the fall, I will be a
senior at Cedar Ridge High
School. I’m both excited and
nervous about this transi-
tion. I am making a transi-
tion from being an under-
classman to being an upper-
classman and leader to the
younger students.

When I first started
high school, I thought I was
on top of the world. I
thought I was an adult go-
ing off into the world on my
own. As I continued over the
years, I realized high school
was just preparing me for
the obstacles of college and
beyond. This year, in par-
ticular, I learned about
leadership, relationships,
and perseverance inside
and outside the classroom.

These lessons won’t
just help me in college, but
in my career as well. Be-
ing a leader and having
good relationships with
people is a skill everybody
needs to learn. Without
leadership, people won’t

have the guidance they
need to succeed. My busi-
ness teacher, Ms. Lisa
Pfluger, has challenged me
to be a leader in the class-
room for the two years she
taught me. She wanted me
to help my classmates un-
derstand the material as
well as I did. In doing this,
I have become a better
leader and have made a
lot of friendships.

In hindsight, my jun-
ior year was probably my
favorite year in high
school. I grew in almost
every aspect of my life.
That said, I actually hope
my senior year will be
even better.

www.TheAustinVillager.com

@TheVillagerATX
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Chance Hall
Del Valle High School

Social Interactions
I have heard people

say it takes a village to
raise a child. Now, in my
life, I have been a part of
the village, or the child
that the village is raising,
sometimes both at the
same time, but I find the
social interactions very in-
teresting.

I think it’s interesting
that at church, I can go
from “famed older
brother” to “bashful little
child” in five seconds in
one swap of who I’m talk-
ing to. I even sometimes
get whiplash from first
seeing some of the little
kids smiling as they talk
about their achievements,
to then hearing their par-
ents talk about how old
I’ve gotten.

The same thing hap-
pens at school in it’s own
way, I’m the person in de-
bate who’s good at wea-
seling through questions
while poking at flaws in my
opponents answer in one
room, while in another I
ask for help because I for-
got when World War 1
started. I switch from be-
ing an enthusiastic theater
kid to being a slightly less
enthusiastic band nerd

walking down the same
hallway.

All of these scenarios
have me remembering a
few words my friend Louis
said when he was both
sleep-deprived and
overcaffeinated: “Every-
one has a different version
of you in their head, and
none of them fully match
up to your version of you.”
Looking at the world and
how I interact with it, I
think that’s true, and it’s
impressive that we’re able
to effectively collaborate
with each other, even
amongst all of this subcon-
scious chaos.

I pity the social but-
terflies that fly through
these storms.

Erika Lipscomb
Manor Middle School

Formal
 The last major dance

us 8th graders have in
middle school that mostly
everybody goes to, to have
that little bit of 8th grade
craziness juiced out of us
in that 1 night before we
wrap it up and head for
high school. The Formal is
on the 24th on a Friday.
Good way to end the
week. Though it is hard
trying to find a dress of
your interest. I hope that
there is good food instead
of cafeteria food. Not that
I don’t like it. I also say the
same for the music. I don’t
want a whole bunch of
sappy love songs for the
couples. There has also
been a LOT of girls being
asked to Formal. Some
even asked in front of a
whole bunch of people.

I’m going with friends,
but I might spend my
whole time at the buffet
table. I might also take a
lot of pictures for memo-
ries later on too. Basically
after the Formal, there
isn’t going to be a serious
dance until junior and
senior year. So I’m going
to do my best to have the
most fun out of that
night, especially with my
friends. I can’t wait! Un-
til next time, farewell.

Kennedy George
Weiss High School

School is ending
I am ready for school

to end. I finished taking all
of my STAAR tests. I also
just finished taking my AP
Human Geography test. I
will get my results in July.

The only finals I will
have to take is geometry
because I am not very
good at it. We are also get-
ting our music for next
years marching show
soon. Everything is wrap-
ping up in all of my classes.

 I don't have any
homework anymore and
we don't do anything in
class. I can't wait for sum-
mer. I will have a job teach-
ing swim lessons so I won't
be at home a lot. I will.also
spend as much of my free

time with my friends as I
can.

My birthday is also in
August so that exciting. I
hope I have a good sum-
mer.

We want
YOU!

Advertise
With The

VILLAGER

Red Cross calls for
summer blood donations

to prevent a shortage
(May 21, 2018) — The American Red Cross is

counting on volunteer donors to give blood and
help ensure patient needs can be met this summer.

Around Memorial Day, the Red Cross sees a
steep decline in blood donations. Busy summer
schedules, vacations and school breaks also cause
a drop in donations. Accidents and medical emer-
gencies don’t take a summer break – patients need
blood every minute, every day.

In the summer of 1973, Ramona Johnson was
playing at the park when she was injured jumping
off the swings. She was bleeding profusely from a
7-inch gash in her leg. By the time she reached the
hospital, she needed an emergency transfusion. She
credits the donors who took the time to give blood
with helping to save her life.

Johnson’s childhood experience receiving
blood compelled her to make her first blood dona-
tion more than 10 years ago. “A little voice told
me that this would be a great way to give back,”
she said. “I have been faithfully donating every
eight weeks since.”

The public is asked to schedule an appoint-
ment to help ensure that hospitals and patients
have the blood they need this summer. Make an
appointment to donate blood by downloading the
free Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting
RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767).

In thanks, all those who come to donate blood
or platelets now through June 10, 2018, will receive
a $5 Amazon.com Gift Card via email, courtesy of
Suburban Propane. (Restrictions apply; see
amazon.com/gc-legal. More information and de-
tails are available at RedCrossBlood.org/To-
gether.) Additionally, those who come to give May
25-29, will receive an exclusive Red Cross branded
T-shirt, while supplies last.
Blood donation opportunities May 21 to June 15
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Kendal Pace Resigns

AUSTIN, TX - On May
21st, Kendal Pace decided
to resign from her Austin
Independence School Dis-
trict Board (AISD) due to
her recent “tirade” against
certain educational union
and activist.  In her text,
she called these con-
cerned citizen as “special
interest group, crazy com-
munity activist and pov-
erty pimps. “Once these
messages went “viral”
then it caused an “up-
roar”; which, eventually
caused some activist and
educational to “call for her
resignation.”

Not only did it create
“wedge” but also a lack of
confident between Kendal
Pace and the Teacher
Union and the rest of com-
munity activist.  In other
words, she “had burnt” all
the bridges, which, would

make it hard for them to
“work together.” After ig-
noring the call for resigna-
tion, AISD Board Member
Pace finally called a press
conference.   During her
press conference, she
mentioned that she is re-
signing.

Now that she has re-
signed, it is time for the
AISD board to come to-
gether and find real solu-
tions that face student of
color.   AISD has some
high-performance school;
however, there are some
that are lagging.  These
schools that tend to “lag”
are found in Black and
Brown communities.
Consequently, this is an
opportunity for the AISD
board to “push” the reset
button and help find a bet-
ter way to help these
school.

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

Kendal Pace
(from the internet)

Change of An
Era in

Travis County

AUSTIN, TX - On May 19, 2018 the pre-
cinct chair of the Travis County Democrats was
handed over to the “ice cream social” event.
Moreover, the transition was very smooth. Con-
sequently, the event went well.  According to
the organizers, there were over 200 people who
attended the event, which, meant it was a very
good fundraising event for the TCDP.   More-
over, the event was very family and children
friendly event.

Despite the rain, the people came out to
support the TCDP.  According to the organiz-
ers “thank you Bruce Elfant for sharing this
great tradition. We had over 200 people in at-
tendance and have nearly reached our $10,000
goal thanks to our generous sponsors, ice cream
makers and those who attended.

Finally, there were a variety of ice cream.
The ice cream varied in favor, texture, and taste.
For instance, one contestant, Lyn & Jeremy
Hendricks, have already promised a sweet treat
involving candied bacon and Texas pecans. Ac-
cording to one of the attendees, I have gained
over 5 lbs.  just from tasting the various kinds
of ice creams.   Moreover, the Hendricks came
in 1st; while Bruce Elfant came in 2nd.

Bruce Elfant,Craig Moore, Mike Lewis
[Photo courtesy Tsoke Adjavon]

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

Cameroon
Independence

by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon | Villager

Columnist

On May 19th, the
Cameroonian American
community of Central
Texas celebrated their na-
tion 60th Independence
Celebration.    Not only
was it a night to celebrate,
but also a night to help
other Cameroonian facing
hardship.  According to the
organizers, a part of the
proceed will be donated to
Cameroonian refugees
who seek to make the
journey to Europe.

Moreover, it was a
night for the Cameroonian
Community to celebrate
the achievement of its
members and also a night
for local musicians to per-
form.  At the event, there
were some “soccer awards
given to some on the
Cameroonian American
team.  For instance, there
are awards for the follow-
ing: offensive; defensive;
and sportsmanship. After
the awards, there were lo-
cal performances.

Over the years, the
Cameroonian Community
has seen drastic growth.
According to Diaspora
Vote, “the Cameroonian
Community is probably
the 4th Largest African
Community in Central
Texas.” Moreover,
Cameroonians have come
to Austin due to its good
universities and also good
opportunities.

Democrats
Can’t
Turn
States
Blue

Without
Black

Voters;
Take

TEXAS
for an

example
By Jeffrey L. Boney

(NNPA Newswire Contributor)

(NNPA) - This Novem-
ber, all 435 seats in the
United States House of
Representatives and 35 of
the 100 seats in the U.S.
Senate will be up for grabs,
making this one of the
most crucial midterm elec-
tions in recent memory.
Thirty-three of the 100
seats in the Senate will be
regular elections, while
the other two seats will be
special elections, where
the winner will serve a six-
year term from January 3,
2019, to January 3, 2025.
See O’ROURKE, pg 8
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Are you interested in doing business
with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600 or
visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

New Jobs for the
 Week of 05/20/2018

Specialist, Area of Study Advising
(Student Services)
Riverside Campus

Job# 1805020
Teacher, Child Care
Eastview Campus

Job# 1805022
Assistant, Senior Administrative

Riverside Campus
Job# 1805024

Assistant, Library
Round Rock Campus

Job# 1805026
Assistant, Student Services

Round Rock Campus
Job# 1805027

Associate Director, Financial Aid
and Compliance

Highland Business Center
Job# 1805029

Assistant III, Administrative
Round Rock Campus

Job# 1805030
Specialist, CE Workforce Institute

Highland Business Center
Job# 1805031

Assistant III, Administrative
Riverside Campus

Job# 1805032
Electrician

Service Center
Job# 1805034

Coordinator, Grant Compliance
Highland Business Center

Job# 1805035

evaluation process, along with witness testimonies
gathered during depositions by Kaepernick’s lawyers,
proved that several NFL team not only evaluated
Kaepernick as good enough to play, but also viewed him
as starting quarterback material.

With this evidence, NFL owners can no longer sup-
port the argument that Kaepernick hasn’t been signed
simply because he isn’t talented enough anymore.

Kaepernick’s lawyers now only need to prove that
there was some form of coordination between teams
to keep the former San Francisco 49ers quarterback
from making a roster.

But that may have already been proven when a
secret recording of a meeting between owners, execu-
tives and players was revealed last month, exposing
several owners advising the league to avoid the criti-
cisms of President Donald Trump, who had blasted the
league for allowing players to protest.

Trump had also directly criticized Kaepernick, say-
ing publicly that he or any other player who kneeled,
should be “fired” from the league. Kaepernick’s law-
yers perhaps need only to prove that the owners took
Trump’s advice and coordinated their actions.

Kaepernick’s lawyers must
prove there was collusion to

keep QB off NFL rosters
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

OLCAAAAC HONORS 2018 STUDENTS WITH SCHOLARSHIPS
AUSTIN, TX – The Original L. C. Ander-

son Alumni Assoc. Austin Chapter
(OLCAAAAC) special guest speaker at their
May 19, 2018 meeting was President of
Huston-Tillotson University, Dr. Colette P.
Burnette (center-left). Recognition was also
given to the five 2018 scholarship recipients:
Ahmed Mohammed, of Eastside Memorial, to
attend the University of Texas at San Antonio;
William D. Norwood, of Eastside Memorial,
to attend either IDA College or the University
of Texas at Austin; Taylor Baylor, of
McCallum, has not yet made a final decision
of which higher learning facility to attend;
Alysia Brown, of McCallum, to attend Texas
State University; and Melvin Coleman, of Ce-
dar Ridge, to attend the University of Missouri.

Barbara’s Book Bag
AN AMERICAN MARRIAGE by TAYARI JONES

Barbara Williams
An American Mar-

riage follows the story of
Roy and Celestia a recently
married black couple in
Atlanta, Georgia. Roy is an
up-and-coming business-
man and Celestial is an art-
ist who make dolls and is
on the brink of an out-
standing career.

The couple visits
Roy’s parents and after
having dinner with them
leave to visit a small town
in Louisiana. Celestial has
been reluctant to take the
trip all the time; but gives
in any way to satisfy her
husband. After arriving in
their hotel room, Roy con-
fessed a secret to his wife

and they get into an argu-
ment. To cool off they
called for a time out “a
safe place” they have
agreed to use when they
disagree. Roy leaves the
room and goes to get ice
from the ice machine.

He talks with a
woman at the ice machine
before returning to his
room. He and his wife go
to bed. Later in the night
police comes to their room
and arrest him for the rape
of the woman he met at
the ice machine. Although
both he and his wife know
he is innocent, he is tried
and sentenced to 12 years
in prison.

The author then
deals with what happens
to a relationship when one
partner is in jail and the
other one is not. Can a re-
lationship be kept to-
gether or not? She shows
how families are de-
stroyed when a member
of the family is incarcer-
ated.

Celestial takes com-

fort in her childhood
friend Andre. As time
passes she is unable to
hold on to her love for Roy.

After 5 years Roy ‘s sen-
tence is overturned. He is
ready to return to Atlanta
to pick up the life he left
behind. He finds himself in
a love triangle with Celes-
tial and Andre. You read on
to learn how things turn
out.

This is an exciting
book of contemporary fic-
tion. The ending was a
little disappointing; how-
ever, the author addressed
that with an Epilogue.
Oprah selected this book
for her book of the month
club when published in
February, 2018. I also rec-
ommend this book as an
interesting and timely
read. It is fascinating to
view different sides of the
same situation and under-
stand how each side is af-
fected and deals with the
dilemma.

My rating is 4.5 Stars.

Wesley
IGC to

Perform
at

Lincoln
Center

By Distinguished
Concerts International

New York (DCINY)

Wesley Intergenerational Choir
Wesley United Methodist Church -Austin, Texas

   The Wesley
Intergenerational Choir of
Wesley United Methodist
Church, under the direc-
tion of Ms. LaMonica M.
Lewis, has been invited to
participate in a perfor-
mance of Dr. Rosephanye
Powell’s Gospel Trinity on
the Distinguished Con-
certs International New
York (DCINY) Concert Se-
ries in New York City, New
York.  The performance is
slated for Monday, May
28, 2018 Memorial Day
Weekend at Lincoln Cen-
ter – David Geffren Hall
(formerly Avery Fischer
Hall).  These outstanding
musicians will join with

other choristers to form the
Distinguished Concerts
Singers International, a
choir of distinction. Maestro
Dr. William Powell will lead
the performance and will
serve as the clinician for the
residency; Dr. Rosephanye
Powell. will be Composer-
in-Residence.

Dr. Jonathan Griffith,
Artistic Director and Prin-
cipal Conductor for DCINY,
states: “LaMonica Lewis
and the choir of Wesley
UMC received this invita-
tion because of the qual-
ity and high level of musi-
cianship demonstrated by
the singers as well as the
exceptional recommenda-
tion given by Dr.
Rosephanye Powell.  It is
quite an honor just to be
invited to perform in New
York. These wonderful mu-

sicians not only represent
a high quality of music and
education, but they also
become ambassadors for
the entire community. This
is an event of extreme
pride for everybody and
deserving of the
community’s recognition
and support.”

The singers will
spend 5 days and 4 nights
in New York City in prepa-
ration for their concert.
“The singers will spend
approximately 9-10 hours
in rehearsals over the 5
day residency.” says
Griffith. “Not all of the
time is spent in rehearsals,
since there is so much his-
tory and culture to see in
New York City. However,
the performance is the pri-
mary purpose for their
visit to the city.”

AUSTIN, TX - Join us
as we celebrate the “Year
of Formation” at the 2018
Miss Juneteenth Scholar-
ship pageant. Empowered
by Huston - Tillotson Uni-
versity, benefiting the
Greater East Austin Youth
Association!

Attendees are invited
to celebrate with us for a
special three-part cer-
emony.

Beginning with the
Miss Juneteenth Pageant,

2018 MISS JUNETEENTH PAGEANT

the audience will witness
a fun filled production pre-
senting our 2018 contes-
tants. Centered around
“Year of Formation” the
show will focus on accept-
ing inner strength, wel-
coming the power of sis-
terhood, unity, and em-
bracing the pride of
Greater East Austin as they
celebrate their true royalty
together.

Immediately follow-
ing the pageant, join us at

the Queen’s Mixer as we
formally welcome our
2018 Royal Court. This is
the time for our Queen’s
to unwind while they
meet and mingle with our
guest, enjoying food, great
music, photos and more.

For the Royal Finale,
come out to the GEAYA
Juneteenth Parade to sup-
port the girls as they cel-
ebrate with the commu-
nity one of the oldest
Juneteenth celebrations.

EVENT DETAILS
Saturday, June 9, 2018
Pageant Showtime -

5pm sharp
Doors Open and Red

Carpet - 4pm
Guests are asked to

arrive to the Seabrook
Chapel at least 30
minutes prior to

showtime to take
pictures on the red

carpet and grab their
seats. Show will begin

on time.
Dress Attire: Semi-
Formal / Afro-Chic

Queen’s Mixer - 8pm
Saturday, June 16,

2018
Parade- 9am
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If Democrats are able to successfully flip 23 Re-
publican-held House seats, while holding on to all of
their current seats, they will take back the House in
2018. Things are a lot closer in the U.S. Senate; Demo-
crats only have to successfully flip two Senate seats to
take the Senate back.

Every major election cycle there are always dis-
cussions about turning battleground states that have
traditionally been “red states” into “blue states.”

Here in the U.S., a state is referred to as a “red
state” or “blue state” depending on the party that those
voters in that state traditionally choose during elections.
If the majority of voters consistently choose the Repub-
lican Party, then that state is deemed a “red state,”
whereas if the majority of voters consistently choose
the Democratic Party, it is considered a “blue state.”

In order for Democrats to turn traditional “red
states” into “blue states” in November, they will need
increased voter registration and strong voter turnout
in the Black community to make that happen. Focusing
on these two important factors could effectively flip
battleground states like Texas, Nevada, Tennessee, Utah,
Arizona, Mississippi, and others from ‘red states’ to ‘blue
states’. More importantly, there are 39 gubernatorial
elections and many other local, county and statewide
races that will also be impacted by this 2018 election.

While there are many U.S. House and Senate races
that already have a clear cut favorite before the race
even begins, there are many other races in battleground
states that could significantly change the overall look
of Congress.

Take the state of Texas for example.
U.S. Congressman Beto O’Rourke (D-Texas) has

become a formidable opponent in his extremely com-
petitive race to unseat Republican incumbent U.S. Sena-
tor Ted Cruz in November. According to a recent
Quinnipiac University poll that was conducted in mid-
April, the Senate race shows O’Rourke trailing Cruz by
only three percentage points, which is well within the
margin of error. O’Rourke is also beating Cruz on the
fundraising end, hauling in a reported $6.7 million in
the first quarter of 2018 alone.

A win by O’Rourke would completely change the
political dynamics in the state of Texas, and would en-
ergize the Democratic Party in other states across the
nation.

Currently, Republicans have control of both the
House and Senate in the Texas state legislature, as well

A win by O’Rourke would completely change the political dynamics in the state of Texas
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Beto O'Rourke
A member of the U.S. House of Representatives

from Texas's 16th district challenging
Republican incumbent Ted Cruz in the

upcoming 2018 Texas Senate Race.

as control of all the statewide offices, making Texas one
of the most influential and consistently dominating ‘red
states’ in the U.S.

The last time voters in the state of Texas got be-
hind a Democratic candidate for president was back in
1976 when Jimmy Carter defeated Republican Gerald
Ford. Since that time, Texas voters have overwhelm-
ingly supported the Republican candidate for president.

The same thing has happened relative to the gov-
ernorship in Texas and all other statewide races; Demo-
cratic Governor Ann Richards lost her bid for re-elec-
tion against Republican George W. Bush in 1994. Prior
to her loss, Democrats had controlled the governorship
for all but eight out of 120 of the prior years. No Demo-
crat has won the governorship since, and the other
statewide races have experienced the same results.

The only way to change these outcomes in Texas

and other battleground states is to properly engage and
mobilize Black voters. The National Newspaper Publish-
ers Association (NNPA), which is a trade group that rep-
resents over 200 Black-owned media companies across
the U.S., recently launched an initiative to register 5
million new, Black voters before the midterm elections,
with the hopes of turning many of these traditionally
“red states” into “blue states” in November.

However, the Democratic Party has to engage and
motivate this strong and loyal voting bloc of Black vot-
ers in order to make this a reality as well.

According to the Pew Research Center, 87 percent
of Black voters identify with the Democratic Party or
lean Democratic, with Black women being the driving
force behind this high percentage of Black registered
voters.

In Texas, many statewide Democratic candidates
failed to invest significant financial resources during the
March Democratic Primary or the May run-off election
with Black media outlets, such as newspapers, radio or
cable stations such as BET, OWN or TV ONE, in order to
introduce themselves to these committed Black voters
and share their policy positions and commitments. Fail-
ing to invest in Black voter outreach could end up cost-
ing some Democratic candidates the election.

The Beto O’Rourke campaign did, however, just
make a major commitment to Black media outlets in
Harris County to do Black voter outreach across Harris
County starting in mid-May and continuing through No-
vember.  The campaign stated that they plan to invest
more in Black media and expressly stated that they
know they cannot win in Texas without the Black vote.

According to Carroll G. Robinson, an associate pro-
fessor at Barbara Jordan-Mickey Leland School of Pub-
lic Affairs at Texas Southern University and the former
General Counsel of the Texas Democratic Party, in or-
der to generate strong Black voter turnout and to in-
crease awareness about the midterm elections in No-
vember, the Democratic Party and candidates like Beto
O’Rourke are going to have to make a significant invest-
ment with Black media outlets to get their message out.

“Black voters, like many other voters, are going to
need more than just being against Trump to turnout in
record numbers in November,” Robinson said. “Black
voters must know that their issues and concerns are
being addressed and that they, their communities and
the candidates of their choice are being respected, in-
cluded and invested in.”

*   *   *   EVERY VOTE COUNTS   *   *   **   *   *                                                      *   *   *
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