TPA

TEXAS
PUBLISHERS
ASSOCIATION

www.TheAustinVillager.com

Vol. 47

No. 12

Phone: 512-476-0082

Email: vil3202@aol.com

This paper can
be recycled

August 9, 2019

HANNA BARAKAT RELEASES NEW CD, INSIDE
SET TO PERFORM AT RELEASE PARTY!
By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Entertainment Editor

King inducted as
10th International
President of WMS.

RAPPIN’
Tommy Wyatt

Getting Ready
for Back To
School!
Summer is winding
down and everybody is
trying to enjoy the rest of
the summer while trying
to buy school supplies
for the upcoming school
year. The last days of
summer have been very
hot with temperatures
being some of the hottest
in recent memory. It is
very difficult to concentrate and enjoy these last
summer days while trying to stay out of the
heat.
While baseball season
is winding down, football season seems to be
gearing up early. I was
shocked to see The Dallas Cowboys playing in
full gear this week at
their summer camp. It
appears that the team is
going to go a little farther
this year and try to win a
Super Bowl. It has been
a long time since our
“Americas Team” has
made it to the Super
Bowl. But, long time
Cowboy fans still believe that each year could
be the year.
There is also a lot of
time being spent on trying to see how far the
University of Texas will
go towards winning a
National Championship.
UT fans are looking for
Coach Tom Herman to
make this happen. Like
the Cowboys, it has been
a long time since the
Longhorns have gone all
the way.
All eyes are on the Big
Twelve conference to be
one of the leading conferences in the nation
this year. It appears that
Texas has brought back
the days when they will
go after the top players
in Texas, before they
start recruiting from out
of state. They seem to be
having a lot of competition from other schools
in Texas who are also
recruiting very hard to
make sure the best players stay in Texas, but
away from UT.
So, buckle up and get
ready for a long rough
ride. From where I sit, it
looks as though we are
headed for a very exciting year.
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Naomi Richard
(VILLAGER) - Austin-based, hard rock/alternative artist, Hanna
Barakat, is set to release
her debut project Siren
on August 16, 2019.
Tickets are also on sale
for Hanna’s official release party, being held
August 30, 2019 at Come
and Take It Live, 2015 E
Riverside Drive, Building
4 in Austin, TX.
Hanna beautifully
describes the inspiration
behind the album, “I
chose the title, Siren, for
my debut record, after
John Moyer and I produced our final song together, which happened
to be Siren. The power of
the music and the lyrics
filled me with such fire.
It motivated me and inspired me to take this
next step in my journey
with such confidence.
Though the song references the mythical sirens of the sea, I loved
the idea of a double
meaning: an actual siren, warning call, alarm!
The songs on this record
were written over a span
of 10 years. These songs
have been my comfort
and my therapy, as I’ve
journeyed this world and
witnessed injustices.”

Canndidates claim
Trump’s language
promotes
racial division.

See TRAGEDY
Page 5

Mrs. Hardin retires
from Phillips
Upshaw & Richard.

See NOTICE
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While attending
Berklee College of Music, Hanna was finally
able to dive into Arabic
music through the
middle eastern fusion
ensemble. From there,
she performed with distinguished artists such as
Simone
Shaheen,
Bassam Saba, Erkan
Ogur, and Laço Tayfa’s

Hüsnü ,Senlendirici.
Hanna also performed
and worked alongside
artists such as Paula
Cole, Don Was, Philip
Bailey, Lailah Hathaway
and many others. It was
at that pivotal time in
Hanna’s musical journey
that she realized she had
to find a way to join rock
music, which she loved

so much, with influences
from the Arab world,
whether that be through
Arab instrumentation,
the language, or with
ornamentation and infections in her vocal
melodies.
Barakat’s unique
style merges Arab-oriental influences, as well as
hard rock, for powerful

and genuine connections with her audience.
Socially and politically
charged, her passiondriven compositions and
performances often add
eastern ornamentation,
as well as other musical
influences to transcend
language and borders to
touch the heart.
Siren is available
now for pre-order on all
digital outlets. It’s soothing and captivating. It’s a
new sound you will want
to keep on your list of
favorites.
Follow Hanna on
social media platforms
at hannabarakat and for
tickets to her CD Release
Party visit https://
hannabarakat.com.

Trailer for Upcoming
Harriet Tubman Movie
Sails Over Ten Million
Views in Five Days
By Lauren Victoria Burke,
NNPA Newswire Contributor
(NNPA) - A movie
preview for the upcoming biopic featuring the
life of legendary abolitionist Harriet Tubman,
entitled “Harriet,” was
viewed by over ten million people in five days
from July 21 to July 26 on
Facebook. Another social media post of the
same movie trailer on
YouTube received over
four million views. The
movie will be released
on November 1.
The film stars Brit-

ish actress Cynthia Erivo
as Harriet Tubman and
Janelle Monae, Joe
Alwyn and Leslie Odom.
“Based on the
thrilling and inspirational life of an iconic
American
freedom
fighter, “Harriet” tells
the extraordinary tale of
Harriet Tubman’s escape
from slavery and transformation into one of
America’s greatest heroes. Her courage, ingenuity, and tenacity freed
hundreds of slaves and

Cynthia Erivo as Harriet Tubman in “Harriet” (Still Courtesy Focus Features).
changed the course of
history,” a write-up by
Focus Features read.
The world premiere for “Harriet” will
take place at the Toronto
International Film Festival in September 2019.
Originally Viola
Davis was set to star in
and produce a film on
Tubman but the development of the current
film by Focus began in

May 2016. In February
2017, Cynthia Erivo was
cast as Harriet Tubman
and Seith Mann, who is
African American, was
selected as the director
using a screenplay by
Gregory Allen Howard.
Harriet Tubman
was born Araminta Ross
in March 1822 and died
on March 10, 1913. She
was an abolitionist, activist and a spy for the

Union Army during the
Civil War. Tubman escaped slavery and traveled thirteen missions to
rescue over 300 enslaved people, many
family and friends.
Tubman used a network
of antislavery activists
and safe houses to bring
people to freedom. The
vast network would become known as the Underground Railroad.
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AUSTINITE DEBORAH TAYLOR KING
BECOMES HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL
MISSIONARY ORGANIZATION
(VILLAGER)
Deborah Taylor King, native Austinite, is the tenth
elected International
President of the Connectional Women’s Missionary Society (WMS) in the
African Methodist Episcopal Church (AMEC). She
and other newly elected
officers began their official roles in an installation
service Thursday morning, August 1, 9 a.m. -12
noon in Columbus, Ohio,
at the 19th Quadrennial
Convention of the WMSAMEC.
The organization
has nearly half a million
members performing
missionary work in 32
countries across 5 continents. More than 3,500
people gathered at the
convention to conduct
business and elect officers to serve for the next
four years. King ran for
office unopposed. But,
that level of support was
not surprising to those in
the WMS. King has a
strong reputation for always working in service
to others, being a strong
leader in inspiring teams
to success and a woman
who walks in faith.
King grew up attending public schools in
Austin, graduating from
the original L.C. Anderson High School. She
earned a bachelor’s de-

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO
Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DOUBLE
Deborah Taylor King (center), newly elected International President of
Women’s Missionary Society of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
(AMEC) surrounded by 10th District Leadership. Left to right, front
row: Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie, Presiding Prelate of the 10th
Episcopal District (Texas); King; Presiding Elder (PE) Brenda Beckford
Payne, President, 10th District Presiding Elders Council; PE Pamela
Rivera, Austin-Capital District. Back row: PE W. Raymond Bryant, San
Antonio District; Episcopal Supervisor of 10th District Missionary
Society, Dr. Stan McKenzie; PE George Johnson, Jr., Paul Quinn District;
PE Claytie Davis, Houston. Photo by Rev. Linda Carmen Bryant.
gree in Business from St.
Edward’s University. In
2018, she received an
Honorary Doctor of Humanities Degree from
Paul Quinn College in
Dallas for her service to
the community. King is
also a graduate of Leadership Austin and has
received numerous
awards for her community involvement.
She has over 30
years of management

expertise acquired in her
position as an Area Manager at AT&T/SBC in Austin, Corpus Christi and
San Antonio. Through
this, she learned the
power of teamwork and
purpose. She demonstrated vision and imaginative insight, while formulating plans and strategies for success. So she
applied these skills in
leadership roles in the
community.

Listen Live )))
Every Friday
8 AM - 9 AM

The Breakfast Club
With

T. L Wyatt
and

Damita Shanklin
www.KAZIFM.org

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,
Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714
Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Rev. Darron E. Patterson Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net
Pastor
www.newlincolnmbc.org

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)
SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit: www.gracewaycca.org

She has served as
First Vice President (VP)
for Professional Women
of Southwestern Bell
Telephone Company
and as a loaned executive for the United Way,
Inc. She was First Vice
Chair for the Austin Area
Urban League and a
board member for Texas
CASA. Currently, she is a
board member and Vice
President of the Austin
Rosewood Community
Development Corporation. She is a proud
member of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP). She is
recipient of numerous
awards for her civic,
community and religious
service.
King is a lifelong
member of Grant AME
Worship Center in Austin and became involved
with the WMS at an
early age as a member of
its Young People Division
(YPD). As an adult, she
has served the WMS as
Local President, Area
Chairperson, Conference and District 1st VP,
District President, Connectional Research and
Status of Black Women,
Connectional 1st VP and
now President. She is
the proud wife of
Charles E. King, IBM retired; mother of Travis
and grandmother of
Dezmond. In her new
role, her office will be in
Washington, D.C.

“R”

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
5900 Cameron Road - Austin, Texas 78723-1843
(512) 451-0808 (512) 302-4575 Fax
Web Site - www.themount.net

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed., 12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m .

“Ministries For Mankind” Luke 4:18

A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)
AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.
For there is no greater love!

Church Services
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

Rev. H. Ed Calahan
Pastor

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation
Website www.agapebcaustintx.com

A Ministry That Ministers

Globalizing the Gospel
1179 San Bernard Street,
Edward M. Fleming,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023
Sr. Pastor
Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M. OLIVET BAPTIST

Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

CHURCH

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Imani Community Church

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.
Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

Davis Elementray Auditorium
5214 West Duval Road

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval
Austin, Texas 78727
Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH

690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11
Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor

Ph: (512) 626-3660

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home
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COLLECTED PRÉCIS

FILM REVIEW: Brian Banks
(NNPA) - In this
#MeToo age, a biofilm
about a wrongfully convicted high school football player, who was accused, tried and imprisoned for rape, is timely.
The real Brian
Banks, the subject of this
movie, lived through an
ordeal that was tragic,
inspiring and often profound, something is lost
in this one-dimensional
retelling of his life experiences. Something
turns his extraordinary
story of resilience into a
decent but ordinary
made-for-TV-like movie.
In 2002, Brian
Banks (Aldis Hodge,
Straight Outta Compton,
Hidden Figures) is a junior at Polytechnic High
School in Long Beach,
California and a linebacker football player.
He has verbally committed to attending USC
based on his football
prowess. The future
looks bright for him and
his single mom Leomia
(Sherri Shepherd). One
day at school, Banks runs
into coed Kinnesha Rice
(Xosha Roquemore), and
they decide to hook up in
a secluded school building where kids go to make
out and get down.
While in their secret place, Brian has a
change of heart, leaves
Kinnesha behind and
she is forced to explain
to a security guard why
she is in a notorious
spot. Flustered, the student fabricates a story
about being raped. Her
lie leads to Banks’ arrest,
a too-hasty plea deal,
trial, imprisonment, a
tough parole and a sex
offender label that
haunts him.

By Dwight Brown | NNPA Newswire Film Critic

Aldis Hodge stars in the Brian Banks biofilm.
Banks can’t live,
work or be near places
that children gather—
including schools, parks
and malls. He’s lost any
academic or professional football opportunities. Unless his conviction is overturned, his
future is bleak and he’s
hit a wall.
That’s a galvanizing
setup. Sympathetic protagonist, wrongly accused, innocent and

Greg Kinnear co-stars in the Brian Banks biolfilm
determined yet filled with
self-doubt. He’s the David.
A California judicial system that rarely—if ever—
overturns cases against
convicts is the Goliath.
Audiences like to watch a
“good fight” against injustice. Bring it on.

SERENA:

Kinnear). Other supporting characters (new girlfriend, skeptical prosecutor, accuser’s stubborn mom) augment the
cast. But the focus is on
Banks—his sorrow, integrity, courageousness
and perseverance.

Given a story that
sells itself, and a quest
that provides innate
momentum, you’d think
filmmaker Tom Shadyac
(The Nutty Professor)
would have an easy time
directing a film that’s
powered by its own
natural thrust. Yet, his
plodding direction slows
things down. The footage (Ricardo Diaz, cinematographer) is bland,
lacks style and eye-

directors (e.g. Sidney
Lumet “Q & A,”) find
ways to lift urban dramas off the page and
turn them into compelling films that are more
than the sum of their
parts. Not the case here.
Can’t blame the
editing (Greg Hayden,
Zoolander), art direction
(Starlet Jacobs), production design (Teresa
Mastropierro) or costumes (Amanda Ford)

Aldis Hodge and Sherri Shepherd
co-star in the Brian Bankcs biolfilm.
catching composition.
Shadyac fails to get
the cast’s emotions to
rise to a level of desperation that piques attention. Everything seems
average. Smart, intuitive

for the general malaise.
The tech credits are just
decent enough to make
this film semi-engaging
for 99 minutes. The ensemble cast is proficient,
but none stand out, ex-

Houston
seeks
artist

A GRAPHIC
BIOGRAPHY
OF THE
GREATEST
TENNIS
CHAMPION

By Defender News Service

By Mark Hodgkinson
(VILLAGER NEWS) Serena Williams is the
most successful tennis
player – male or female
– of the modern, professional era, with more
Grand Slams than either
Steffi Graf or Roger
Federer. She’s a 23-times
Grand Slam Champion
and ranked #1 over ten
consecutive years.
Always a fierce competitor, her story – which
began on the cracked
public courts of Compton,
L.A. – is also one of overcoming
challenges
through sheer determination, drive and talent.
In this innovative illustrated biography,
Serena’s tennis is explored like never before:
stunning graphics explore her serving patterns, signature power
groundstrokes, and her

Screenwriter Doug
Atchison (Akeelah and
the Bee) fit all the characters and pieces of
Banks jumbled life into
an easy-to-decipher
script. Maybe too easy.
Son, mom, accuser,
mentors. The California
Innocence Project (CIP)
is also in the mix. It’s a
non-profit that helps
wrongfully convicted
prisoners and is headed
by Justin Brooks (Greg

cept the lead.
Big question: “Why
is Aldis Hodge in a so-so
movie like this?” His deft
interpretation of the
character, the raw emotion he displays and the
solid screen persona he
creates crown his performance. He saves the
film. At this point in his
career, Hodges should
be starring in far bigger
projects than this. He
should be one of the
Avengers, vying for parts
Denzel Washington has
aged out of and up for
roles that lead to Oscars.
He’s that good.
Brian Banks’ story is
a cautionary tale in an era
when a false accusation
can ruin a career. It shows
that harm that can be
done when well-intentioned advocates believe
an accuser before hearing
all the facts. Also, Banks’
predicament clearly indicates why parents should
be in the room when their
offspring are negotiating
plea deals with public defenders. For a multitude
of reasons, Banks’ experience should be shared.
The Brian Banks
film, within the confines
of its made-for-TVmovie-of-the-week approach, is not as threedimensional as Banks
real-life story. It lacks the
artistry of an indie film,
the dramatic chops of a
cable film (HBO) and the
repeat-viewing power
necessary for a streaming movie (Netflix).
If this well-meant
film has a saving grace,
besides its message of
resilience, its Hodges’
powerful performance.
He’s an Oscar-caliber actor in need of an Oscarcaliber film.

movement – as well as
showcasing her astonishing records, spanning
over two decades in the
tennis elite.
Drawing on conversations with Serena over
the course of her career,

(DEFENDER) - The elected to the Texas Sen- cited to see all the differCity of Houston is look- ate in 1966 — the first ent ways artists might
ing for an artist to create African American sena- come up with to pay
a permanent outdoor tor since 1883. During tribute to Barbara
piece to commemorate her time in the Senate Jordan’s life and legacy,”
the late Congresswoman she passed the state’s she said. “And also how
Barbara Jordan.
first minimum wage law the art might be strucDirector of the and worked on anti-dis- tured to engage people
city’s Cultural Affairs Of- crimination clauses in with her and start a confice, Debbie McNulty, business contracts, ac- versation about what
says that Jordan was cording to the U.S. she did.”
McNulty also depicked for the project in House of Representapart because there are tives’ History, Art and scribes the Congressvery few women hon- Archives. She then be- woman as “a series of
ored in Houston’s collec- came the first southern impressive firsts” and
tion of art.
black woman to be hopes that the artists
“We had a lot of elected to the U.S. who apply for this
gaps in our collection in House of Representa- project will capture her
terms of who was being tives in 1972, where she “inspiring legacy.” She
recognized,” she said. focused on extending says part of the goal of
“So I think when we federal protection of civil the art is to share this
history with a larger
were talking about all of rights.
the potential names that
Artists from across public audience.
The artwork will be
have come to us in re- the country can apply for
sponse to community the project. McNulty placed at the African
conversations… that was says that art is the best American Library at the
and on interviews with one of the names that way to honor Jordan’s Gregory School in
those closest to her, this we got the most public legacy because it will Freedmen’s town. The
is the ultimate celebra- comment.”
encourage public en- deadline for artists to
tion of arguably the
apply for the project is
H o u sto n - n a t i v e gagement.
greatest tennis player of Barbara Jordan was
“I’m just very ex- September 23.
all time and, without
For more details, please visit
question, a true global
https://www.houstontx.gov/culturalaffairs/20190802.html
icon.
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NO LEADERSHIP!
During Nationwide Tragedy, It’s Politics As Usual

By Associated Press
(The AP) - Democratic presidential candidates sought to lay
blame President Donald
Trump following a pair of
mass shootings in Ohio
and Texas, saying his language against minorities
promotes racial division
and violence.
At public events
and on television, several candidates pointed
to a need for more gun
restrictions, such as universal
background
checks. But they directed much of their
criticism at Trump, seeking to draw a link between the shootings in
Dayton and El Paso that
have left more than two
dozen dead and months
of presidential rhetoric
against immigrants and
people of color.
“There is complicity in the president’s hatred that undermines

TOP ROW - Beto O’Rourke (D-Texas), Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), Sen. Kamala Harris (D-Calif.),
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), BOTTOM ROW - Rep. Tulsi Gabbard (D-Hawaii), Former Vice President
Joe Biden, Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.), and Former Obama housing chief Julián Castro (D).

the goodness and the
decency of Americans
regardless of what
party,” New Jersey Sen.
Cory Booker said.
Sen. Kamala Harris
of California also found
blame in Trump’s use of

language, which she said
has “incredible consequence.”
“We have a president of the United States
who has chosen to use
his words in a way that
have been about selling

hate and division among
us,” she told reporters.
Sen. Bernie Sanders urged Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell to call senators back to Washington,
saying the Senate should

“have a special session
to address gun violence
in America and let us finally have the courage
to take on the NRA.”
The
call
for
McConnell to bring
senators back to deal

with gun violence was
echoed by other candidates, including Sen.
Elizabeth Warren.
“We should vote
within 48 hours on the
two background check
bills that have already
passed the House,” Warren said.
Former Texas congressman and El Paso native Beto O’Rourke said
that Trump is a white nationalist. O’Rourke said El
Paso “will overcome this,”
as he called for universal
background checks, ending the sale of weapons of
war into communities
and red flag laws.
Julian Castro, who
previously served as San
Antonio mayor and U.S.
housing secretary, described “a very toxic brew
of white nationalism,”
and called on Trump to
“to try and unite Americans instead of fanning
the flames of bigotry.”

Black Real Estate Brokers urge
millennials to become homeowners
By Defender News Service
(DEFENDER) - The new president of the National Association of Real Estate Brokers (NAREB)
wants to see Black wealth increase through
homeownership with a special focus on reaching
the country’s millennials.
During his speech at the conclusion of the
NAREB Convention held in Atlantic City, N.J., Donnell
T. Williams, outlined a targeted agenda.
The national meeting convened just days after
the U.S. Census Bureau released its second quarter
2019 homeownership rates which listed the Black
homeownership rate at 40.6 percent the lowest it has
been in more than 50 years. In comparison, the nonHispanic white homeowner rate was 73.1 percent, representing more than a 30 percent gap.
“Bold, energetic and effective action must be
taken to stop this unthinkable slippage in Black
wealth. Homeownership and investment in real estate represent the tools Black Americans in general,
and millennials in particular can use to build or re-

build their wealth,” said Williams, taking the helm
of NAREB, the nation’s oldest minority professional
real estate organization.
“My plan to reverse the downward slide is to
reach the 1.7 million mortgage-ready Black
millennials who make over $100,000 annually, but
have delayed or not considered homeownership as
part of their wealth building strategy.”
Several initiatives were outlined by Williams.
One program in particular drew applause from the
audience when he said, “Our people need to know
that you’re in violation if you drive a Land Rover
and you pay rent to a landlord.”
The initiative, www.housethenacar.com, concentrates its financial focus on attracting millennials
and Gen-X-ers to homebuying or real estate investment opportunities to build sustainable wealth.
Williams emphasized that NAREB’s member
Realtists must embolden themselves as well as their
potential customers.
“We must educate, empower, and mobilize

ourselves as well as the Black American public.
Wealth building through homeownership is indeed
possible and we need to make that happen,” he said.
Williams established his brokerage Destiny
Realty in 2001 in Morristown, N.J with a satellite
office in Newark, and it is now one of the largest
African-American, independently owned real estate
brokerages in the state.

system, including criminal justice and schools, reliably ask the question of whether a child is affected
or is in need, due to parental incarceration. The
organization began mentoring children of incarcerated parents in 2005 due to the request of principals in local school districts.
“Our community needs to be doing all it can
to support the children in Central Texas who have
an incarcerated parent. It is imperative that we all
find ways to support Seedling’s mentoring program
so these kids have the opportunity to reach their
full potential,” said Austin Mayor Steve Adler.
Based in best practices for mentoring, Seedling trains and supports its mentors, specializing in
the challenges surrounding being a child who has
an incarcerated parent. Mentors meet with their
mentee once weekly during lunch at one of the 100

public schools Seedling is working with. The organization pairs the volunteer’s skills and interests
with a child who has similar interests. A majority of
Seedling’s volunteer mentors are introduced to the
organization through an introduction at the
employee’s workplace.
“Mentoring helps employees adopt skills and
behaviors at work that can make a real difference for
both the individual and the employer in today’s socially conscious workforce. More importantly, the reward for both the mentee and volunteer is life changing,” said Dan Leal, Seedling Executive Director.
Individuals can go to the Seedling website
www.seedlingmentors.org/mentorto complete the
application or call Seedling at (512) 323-6371 to inquire about an information session for a business
or group.

(VILLAGER) - Seedling, a non-profit organization
serving children with an incarcerated parent, is seeking businesses, organizations, and individuals to mentor 700 children during the 2019-20 school year. The
organization mentored 652 children last school year
and plans to increase the number of children mentored
in additional school districts.
Seedling’s mission is to support children challenged by parental incarceration with innovative,
research-driven, school-based mentoring. Last year,
the non-profit organization matched children with
mentors in Austin, Del Valle, and Hays Consolidated
ISDs. For the 2019-20 school year, Seedling has
added Pflugerville ISD and KIPP Public Schools as
districts where children are matched with a trained
volunteer mentor.
There are an estimated 8,000 kids that have a
parent in jail or prison in the four county area of
Travis, Hays, Bastrop, and Williamson County. No

(MARIO ANZUONI / REUTERS)

Mentors
Needed for
Children
Experiencing
Parental
Incarceration

Donnell T. Williams, NAREB President
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Austin Celebrates
“Black Food Week”

Pop Up Market in Pflugerville

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER
Columnist

Ms. Van, owner of My Granny's Kitchen Food
Truck. (Photo/Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon)

VILLAGER NEWS Recently, East Austin
hosted "Black Food
Week". Central Texans
were encouraged to
shop and eat at Blackowned restaurants. One
of the participants was
"My Granny's Kitchen."
My Granny's Kitchen is
based on the Domain
food quarters, has been
one of the few Soul Food
food-trucks that has
thrived in the changing
landscape of Central
Texas. According to the
owner, "My Granny's
Kitchen is Soul food with
a twist due to the fact it
is a healthier version."
My Granny's Kitchen
is dedicated to the
owner's mom, who grew
and ate fresh vegetables.
The owner has incorporated fresh and organic
ingredients into her cooking and everything is
made from scratch, prepackaged food is never
used. The Restaurant
wants to be known as an
alternative to your average fast food. The purpose and goal are to provide the customer with an
affordable and nutritious
meal.
Finally, the public
was able to enjoy some of
Austin's staple restaurants.
Ms. Van stated, "during
the ATX Black Food Week,
people of all ethnicity and
races came out to support
my business."

100%
COMMUNITY
ART
EXHIBITION

Pictured left to right are: Drew, Erica, Lashaw, and Shantell.
(Photo/Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon)
by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER
Columnist

VILLAGER NEWS When one turns onto
Farmer Market 685 that
cuts
through
Pflugerville, Texas, you
can notice the number
of Black businesses that
call Pflugerville home.
These minority companies have followed the
migration from the East
Austin/Austin area. Besides the booming Black
population, there is a

growing trend of Blackowned businesses. As a
result, a couple of businesses decided to come
together for a Pop Up
Market.
The Pop Up Market
was held at The Hair
Lounge. According to
the owner of the Hair
Lounge, "this event was
meant to show unity
among black businesses." Some of the
companies included: Keli
African Boutique and Divine Silhouette Spa. According to Lashawn, the

owner of Divine Silhouette Spa, "it is an opportunity to market and
showcase my business."
Although there
wasn't a lot of traffic to
the Hair Lounge, the organizer plans to arrange
another event with
hopes of more owners
to take part. The idea of
the Pop Up Market is to
give businesses an opportunity for visibility
and make sells. Furthermore, it was an opportunity to network with others.

Refugee Services of Texas Host Rally

Refugee Rally - Pictured left to right: Innocent, Fille, and Ayesha.
(Photo/Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon)
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | VILLAGER Columnist

VILLAGER NEWS - Saturday, August 3, 2019, the Refugee Services of Texas
(RST) held a rally on the South Step of the Texas capitol, in order, to address
Trump's Administration resettlement policy of refugee into the United States.
In 2018, 22,491 people came into the US through the refugee resettlement
program. However, the Trump administration wants to drastically cut the 22,491
to zero for the upcoming years.
The demonstration included dynamic speakers; Ayesha Hassan, Innocent
Bugingo, Fille Kinyamahanga, Evelyn Apoko, Ketan Kharod, and Sheikh UmerEsmail. According to Fille, "I came to the US when I was thirteen-years-old,
AUSTIN, TEXAS and I had the opportunity to go to school. I was able to accomplish my dream
- Saturday, July 20, of running track, and attending college. If the US closes the RST program, many
2019 - 10:00am to Sat- people in the refugee camp may lose hope."
Over the decades, refugees dreamed of coming to the United States, in
urday, August 31,
order, to rebuild their lives. Moreover, the vast majority of refugees are very
2019 - 4:00pm
100%" is an an- thankful that the US has kept its door open. According to Innocent, "I am thanknual community art ful that the United States has opened its door to me. Upon coming to the
exhibition hosted by states, I've been able to work and help my family." However, Trump's recent
the Carver. It is de- policy change may slam the door on numerous refugees.
signed to engage a
multigenerational
community of artists
in Austin and the surrounding areas.
Anyone interested in creating a
12x12 inch piece of
original artwork for
exhibition in the Museum can participate.
Submitted artwork is
listed for auction and
proceeds will be used
to
support
the
museum's educational
programs. Stop by and
pick up your canvas
today!
"100%" exhibit
runs from 6/29-8/24/
19. Free and open to
the public.

Be a reporter from YOUR school!

Villager Youth Brigader
For More Information Call 512.476.0082
4132 East 12th Street, Austin, Texas 78721

Deadline: August 15, 2019

www.theaustinvillager.com
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RETIREMENT
NOTICE

Black Food Week Satisfies Austin Appetites

SERVING 27 YEARS

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Columnist

Mrs. Annie Hue Robertson-Hardin

(VILLAGER) - Mrs. Annie Hue
Robertson-Hardin, the former Mother
Annie Hue Robertson is announcing her retirement from Phillips Upshaw & Richard
Funeral Home, 1410 East 12th Street, Austin, TX 78702. She proudly served for 27
years with the late Mr. J. M. Richard beginning in 1992. Mrs. Annie Hardin was also
proud to serve under and with Tracy Richard and the other caring professionals of
Phillips Upshaw & Richard Funeral Home
until January 2019.
Many in the Austin and surrounding areas know Annie Hardin was blessed with
the ministry opportunity to pray, encourage and help many families in their time of
bereavement. During her funeral home
career, Mrs. Annie Hardin was blessed to
fellowship with pastors, politicians, community leaders and people in the community. She strived to comfort and guide families throughout the grieving process, but
she was blessed to witness the strength of
faith of members of the Austin Community.
Special Thanks to the J. M. and Vivian
Richard Family for allowing me to be a part
of the family business. The business that
was large enough to serve but small
enough to care.
Annie and her husband, Elder Virgil
Edger Hardin plans to enjoy retirement by
traveling and visiting with family and
friends.

(VILLAGER) - Year
Two of Black Food Week
2019 was such a rousing
success that the Austin
Justice Coalition will expand the event to include more unique features in the future.
“It was definitely a
success and something
we need to continue,”
said Austin Justice Coalition social media manager Ishia Lynette.
Created by the Austin Justice Coalition,
Black Food Week was
created last year to celebrate and help promote black-owned restaurants in Austin. This
year the program was
increased to two weeks.
A total of 18 restaurants
and food trucks were
highlighted.
“Some of the owners reported they had
some of their best days
during Black Food
Week,” Lynette said.
“The day that Da Slice
had their Black Food
Week event, they had so
much business they
stayed open late and
didn’t shut down until
midnight.”
Lynette said Black
Food Week not only connects Austinites with
black-owned restaurants
it also offers the opportuHELP WANTED
We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, and well-organized
person for the position of
Office Administrator/Clerical
part-time. This is a part-time
position of 20 to 25 hours per
week at $450, depending on
workload. Need to be detail
oriented, possess good
customer service skills, some
cash & items handling skills.
Apply Email: phoebesmith
550@gmail.com

J. Leonardi’s Barbecue was featured during Black Food Week.
(Photo/John Harris Jr.)
nity to meet the people
behind the business.
“Some places I
wasn’t aware of,” Lynette
said. “ As somebody living
in Austin for nearly 10
years, I didn’t know.”

Next year, Black
Food Week will likely include featured restaurants offering special
dishes and perhaps a
discount to customers.
Discussions are also on-

going regarding additional weekly events
highlighting other blackowned businesses.
“It’s something
we’re looking into,”
Lynette said.

MMP’S North Austin
Residency Celebration!

Melanated Market Place has a new North Austin home! Help us
settle in and celebrate our new residency August 17th
from 4pm-8pm at Hanover’s 2.0. A family friendly once
a month indoor/outdoor market. Great food, drinks,
and more of your favorite local black and brown businesses to shop with.
Dj Urban Mello curating sounds and the vibes with Indigo Soul,
Reggae, Hip-Hop, Go-Go, RnB, Afrobeats, and the list goes on. Kid’s
Korner, Volleyball Court, Domino’s & Spade tables will be set up at
every market. Free to get in. Open to the public.
Advertise With
The
VILLAGER

New Jobs for the
Week of 08/04/2019

Be a part of the fastest growing team
serving the community!
Visit www.austincityjobs.org to search
and apply for jobs at the City of Austin
For more information on Employment Assistance, get in touch with us and visit one of our five
Satellite Offices to help you navigate your career!

District Police, Dispatcher
Service Center
Job# 1907055
Manager, Learning Lab-Online
Round Rock Campus
Job# 1907054
Engineer, Senior Network
Service Center
Job# 1907050
Officer, Resource Development
Highland Business Center
Job# 1907043
Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752
Job Line (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed
EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

The City of Austin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018

VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON THE ARTS
AND TEXAS CULTURAL TRUST NOW
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR
2020 CLASS OF
TEXAS YOUNG MASTERS
Outstanding student artists in Texas encouraged to apply
for the biennial Young Masters grant program
AUSTIN, TEXAS (August 1, 2019) — Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA)
and Texas Cultural Trust are now accepting applications for the 2020 class of
Texas Young Masters, a joint initiative that provides exemplary Texas-based
arts students in grades 8-11 with the financial help needed to pursue advanced
study in the areas of visual arts, literary arts, music, theatre, dance, musical
theater, folk arts, and media arts.
Texas Young Masters will welcome its tenth class in 2020—a significant
milestone for the biennial program, which first launched in 2002. The state’s
most talented young artists will receive the esteemed “Texas Young Master”
title and be awarded grants of $5,000 per year for two years to advance their
studies in the discipline of their respective arts discipline. To date, TCA and
Texas Cultural Trust have named 154 Young Masters, awarding nearly $1 million to exceptionally talented young Texans.
“The Texas Young Masters grant program recognizes and supports some
of the state’s finest young artists and helps them further their aspirations of
progressing as a Texas artist,” said Gary Gibbs, TCA Executive Director. “As we
begin accepting applications for our tenth class of Young Masters, we look
forward to recognizing and supporting exceptional young artists across Texas
as they advance in their disciplines and flourish in their talents.”
To apply or learn more about the Texas Young Masters program, please
visit https://tinyurl.com/youngmaster. Applications and required supporting
materials must be submitted by November 15, 2019. A citizen panel of experts from across the state selects Young Masters based on artistic excellence,
level of commitment, and quality of their proposed plan of study. The 2020
Texas Young Masters recipients will be honored at an awards event on April
20, 2020, at ZACH Theatre in Austin, Texas.
“For young artists across the state, the Texas Young Masters grant program provides important funding to help them pursue their goals and passions and enhance their artistic education and abilities,” said Texas Cultural
Trust Executive Director Heidi Marquez Smith. “I’m grateful for our partners
and sponsors who make these grants possible. Their investment in these students strengthens Texas’ rich cultural heritage and cultivates the next generation of Texas luminaries.”
The Texas Young Masters program has been made possible through generous support from Sarah and Ernest Butler Endowed Young Masters Scholarship in Music; Texas Women for the Arts, a program of the Texas Cultural Trust;
Neiman Marcus; Sermoonjoy Organization; Wayne Fisher; Jeanne and Mickey
Klein; Judy and Kirk Robison; Alturas Foundation; Covert Auto Group; Locke
Lord LLP; Kathleen and Ben Keating; Karen and Charles Matthews; The RWM
Foundation; and many others.

