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Calling Lil’Jordan Humphrey a Third+ INSIDE
Round Draft Choice is Insanity!
By John Harris Jr.| VILLAGER Sports Columnist
Achievement Goals
for Black Students
Lowered by 23 pts.

See

RAPPIN’
Tommy Wyatt

Spending the
Bond Money!
In 2017 the citizens of
Austin passed a massive
bond election for the Austin
Independent School District.
The multimillion packages
were for the purpose of
improving our school
buildings. Some would be
repaired and some of the
money would be for building new structures.
One of the schools that
was to be included in the
repair or rebuilding is the
Old L.C. Anderson School
in East Austin. It seems that
the district is ready to move
forward with the plans for
the old campus.
AISD and the Eastside
Memorial ECHS, International High School and
Original L.C. Anderson
Alumni communities are
inviting the community to
the groundbreaking of the
new, modernized facility.
The event will begin at
9:30 a.m. Saturday, January
19, 2019 at the campus, 900
Thompson Street. Some of
the activities will be moved
inside of the gym.
Austin’s African
American community has
been trying to get AISD to
preserve this historical
property since the school
district was integrated and
the new Anderson High
School was built in West
Austin and the East Austin
building was left to rot.
The community needs to
continue to be involve
insuring that the Eastside
property is preserved in the
community as a monument
to those who were educated
there.

YOUNGSTOWN
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Americans hand
over the gavel,
agenda to Dems.

See WILSON
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Texas wide receiver Lil'Jordan Humphrey (84) gets away from Georgia defensive back J.R.
Reed (20) during the first half of the Sugar Bowl NCAA college football game Tuesday, Jan.
1, 2019, in New Orleans. (Nick Wagner/Austin American-Statesman via AP)

(VILLAGER NEWS) - Texas junior wide receiver
Lil’Jordan Humphrey has a tough decision to make.
Does he return to school for his senior year, or does
he skip his final college season and enter the NFL
Draft? Humphrey has until Jan. 14 to declare.
Personally, my gut feeling tells me
Humphrey will enter the draft. I could be wrong.
He might decide before this week’s Villager goes
to press to stay in school. If that’s the case, I’ll
take the hit and admit I’m wrong. But something
keeps telling me otherwise.
Fellow UT junior receiver Collin Johnson announced right after the Longhorns upset Georgia 28-21 in the Sugar Bowl that he’s returning
for his senior year. Johnson said he based his decision on the fact that the Longhorns have a good
thing going, but, more importantly, Johnson said
the College Advisory Committee didn’t rate him
as a potential selection in the first two rounds of
the draft. Johnson believes another strong year
at UT will improve his draft stock.
Humphrey reportedly received a third-tosixth round projection from the College Advisory
Committee, but he has yet to go public with his
decision. That tells me he’s strongly considering
turning pro. Either he knows something that the
College Advisory Committee doesn’t know, or
he’s ready to take his talents to the next level.
Humphrey doesn’t necessarily have top-end
sprinters’ speed that NFL teams covet, but he’s

fast enough. He led the Longhorns with 86 receptions for 1,176 yards (third-best in school history) and nine touchdowns. A former running
back in high school, he’s extremely dangerous
after the catch, thanks to his powerful 6-4, 225pound frame which makes him difficult for a
single defender to bring him down. He’s also an
elusive and clever runner despite his size. And
unlike Johnson, who’s more of a traditional
stretch-the-field receiver, Humphrey can play the
slot as well as outside. To me, his ability to line
up at slot receiver, which is normally defended
by teams’ third and fourth cornerbacks, increases
his draft value.
What would I tell Humphrey if he were my
son? If you want to play in the NFL, there’s no
time like the present. Who knows? He might tear
it up at the NFL Draft Combine and be selected
higher than his draft projection. Plus, there’s always the risk of injury, especially for a receiver
with a physical game like Humphrey’s. Besides,
he can always return to UT and get his degree. It
all depends on if he’s willing to bet on himself.
Either way, Humphrey can’t go wrong.
Don’t be surprised if Humphrey returns for
his senior year and leaves his mark as one of the
best receivers in UT history - if he hasn’t already.
However, it’s entirely possible Humphrey believes he’s ready for the NFL now. I’m inclined to
believe the latter is closer to the truth.

College Board
comments on
Harris SAT cheating
accusations

See EXPLANATION
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Results of
TCSO Holiday
DWI Initiative
(TRAVIS COUNTY) From December 14 - 31,
2018, the Travis County
Sheriff’s Office participated in the Impaired
Driving Mobilization
(IDM) grant for Driving
While Intoxicated offenses. This grant was
offered by the Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT) and allowed the Sheriff’s Office to put additional
deputies on the roadway.
The results for the
time frame specific to
the grant are as follows:
59 Stops
8 Arrests for DWI
1 Possession of
Marijuana
1 Possession of
Control Substance
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An All-Star Tribute to Aretha Franklin

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Entertainment Editor

(VILLAGER NEWS) - The Recording Academy™,
AEG Ehrlich Ventures, Clive Davis, and CBS will pay
tribute to the legendary career of 18-time
GRAMMY® winner and 2008 MusiCares® Person of
the Year honoree Aretha Franklin by presenting
“Aretha! A GRAMMY Celebration For The Queen Of
Soul.” Performing songs from her legendary repertoire are GRAMMY winners Yolanda Adams, Shirley
Caesar, Alessia Cara, Kelly Clarkson, Common, Celine
Dion, Jennifer Hudson, Alicia Keys, John Legend,
Patti LaBelle, and BeBe Winans as well as current
GRAMMY nominees Brandi Carlile, Chloe X Halle,
H.E.R., Janelle Monáe, and SZA.
Actor and filmmaker Tyler Perry will host the
unforgettable night. Additional unique performances to be added.
The live concert will tape January 13 and be
broadcast later in 2019 on the CBS Television Network. Follow the Villager Newspaper for the final
airing date.
”Aretha Franklin’s reign as the Queen of Soul
is incomparable and undisputed,” said Neil Portnow,
President/CEO of the Recording Academy. “For
more than six decades, her extraordinary artistic
achievements coupled with her passionate dedication to her philanthropic work—which ranged from
children’s and artists’ issues to civil rights activism—
served as a testament to her power, majesty, and
genius. These gifts positioned her as a true cultural
icon, and the Recording Academy is honored to celebrate her inspirational legacy.”
”We’re approaching this show with extremely
mixed feelings of sadness and joy, two qualities that
over my 37 years of working with Aretha were often present,” said Ken Ehrlich, executive producer
of AEG Ehrlich Ventures. “Our hope is that we will
be able to share her remarkable musical and cultural accomplishments through her own words and
music as well as through the performances of an
amazing group of musical artists who will gather to
celebrate her rich musical heritage.”
”I am thrilled to have the Recording Academy
and CBS as partners in this global tribute to my very
dear friend Aretha Franklin,” said Clive Davis.
“Aretha was more than the Queen of Soul; she was
a national treasure. This unique concert—featuring
many of today’s greatest artists—will celebrate
Aretha in a spectacular manner befitting her oncein-a-lifetime talent.”

Round Rock’s
Sweet Home
Baptist
Church to
Celebrate
114 Years

The
VILLAGER

Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO
Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DOUBLE
“R”

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
Aretha Franklin performs at ACL Live
at the Moody Theatre in Austin, Texas.
Photo by Naomi Richard.

Send your information to vil3202@aol.com
or call 512-476-0082

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,
Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714
Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Rev. Darron E. Patterson Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net
Pastor
www.newlincolnmbc.org

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

GO YE EVANGELISTIC GOSPEL MISSION
(Arena of Refuge and Liberty)
Venu: Super 8, 8128 N. Interstate 35
Austin, Texas 78753
CHURCH WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays: Sunday Celebration 9am - 12 noon
Wednesdays: Systematic Bible Study 6pm-7:30 pm
Fri: “I Believe in Miracle” Prayer Meetings 6-7:30
Join Operation PUSH Prayerline Team Every
Friday @ 6:pm
REV. SAMUEL EHIMEN, Minister in-charge
Tel: 512-506-1645

Phone: (512) 478-1875
Fax: (512) 478-1892
Bus Ministry: (512) 478-1875
Worship Service
8:00 A.M.
Sunday School
9:00 A.M.
Discipleship Training
10:00 A.M.
Worship Service
11:00 A.M.
Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service
7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years
(Daily) 512-478-6709

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
5900 Cameron Road - Austin, Texas 78723-1843
(512) 451-0808 (512) 302-4575 Fax
Web Site - www.themount.net

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed., 12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m .

“Ministries For Mankind” Luke 4:18

A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)
AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.
For there is no greater love!

Church Services
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

Rev. H. Ed Calahan
Pastor

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation
Website www.agapebcaustintx.com

A Ministry That Ministers

Globalizing the Gospel
1179 San Bernard Street,
Edward M. Fleming,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023
Sr. Pastor
Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M. OLIVET BAPTIST

Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

CHURCH

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Imani Community Church

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.
Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

4509 Springdale Road Austin, Tx 78723
Office 512- 926-1686 Fax 512-929-7281
Christian Web Sitestpetersaustintx.ning.com
stpetersaustintx@att.net

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)
SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Davis Elementray Auditorium
5214 West Duval Road

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval
Austin, Texas 78727
Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Rev. Jack C. Gause
Pastor

Sunday School
8:45 a.m.
Praise and Worship 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 12:00 p.m.
and Praise /Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
(to include Children’s Choir Rehersaland
Bible Study with age appropiate Activities)

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.

THE PLACE WHERE WE STEP OUT ON FAITH.
COME AND STEP OUT ON FAITH WITH US

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit: www.gracewaycca.org

1010 East 10th Street, Austin, TX 78702

Sunday Services

”This special will celebrate Aretha Franklin’s
numerous accomplishments as an entertainment
icon, singer, songwriter, pianist, actress, and civil
rights activist,” said, Jack Sussman, Executive Vice
President, Specials, Music and Live Events, CBS Entertainment. “Aretha had an incredible effect on humanity and music with her indomitable spirit and
grace. We look forward to honoring this music legend with numerous performers who all admire and
respect the Queen of Soul.”
”Aretha! A GRAMMY Celebration” is produced
by AEG Ehrlich Ventures, LLC. Ehrlich and Clive Davis
are executive producers, Ron Basile and Chantel
Sausedo are producers, and David Wild is the
writer/producer.

(ROUND ROCK, TX) - The public is invited to the Sweet Home—The Pinnacle of Praise 114th church anniversary on Sunday, Jan. 13, 2019. The theme
for the celebration is titled, “Honoring a church, witnessing for Christ, to influence the world” from Acts 1:8. The guest speaker for the 11 a.m. morning
worship is Leonard R. Davis, newly retired Pastor of Galilee Baptist Church,
Dallas, Texas. Under the leadership of Pastor Davis, who began his years of
service in 1977, his church, like Sweet Home, has grown spiritually, numerically, and financially.
Sweet Home—The Pinnacle of Praise, under the leadership of Dr. Dante
D. Wright I, is one of the largest and fastest growing black churches in
Williamson County. The Round Rock congregation has been developing Christian disciples, through the word, as a powerful witness of Christ as the second
black church established in the area in 1905.
Sweet Home’s history began when 22 enthusiastic Christians joined Rev.
S.W. Wormley, the first pastor. Together the group established the church from
land that was donated and befitting to the “sweet” haven that securely bound
the members in unity to support their spiritual, educational, social, political
and cultural needs. Sweet Home Baptist Church was formed on Jan. 8, 1905.
Sweet Home—The Pinnacle of Praise is located at 3200 Sunrise Road. Visit
the web site at http://www.shbcpinnacleofpraise.org/ or call 512-823-2888.

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase
a monthly ad for your
church?
Inquire TODAY!

Ebenezer Baptist Church

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Pen Pals
live in Texas they should
get my letter in a couple
of days. If they lived in a
different state or country it would take longer.
The weird thing about a
Pen Pal is not knowing
who im writing or what
they look like, but that’s
why you write them to
learn more about who
they are. I made sure to
include all my favorite
Zaila Pearl Rowland things in my letters so
TOPS
they can learn about me.
This past week I 1m sure once we get to
started writing Pen Pals. know eachother more
It’s completely different we can send a picture to
from texting or emailing put a face with our letsomeone. When you ters.
I am excited about
send a text or email the
recipient gets your mes- receiving mail and learnsage within a few sec- ing about different
onds or minutes. I am people and where they
writing an actual letter live. One day I would like
to 3 different girls my to go meet my Pen Pals.
age who live in Texas but 1m looking forward to
learning all about my
not in Austin.
Since my Pen Pals new friends.

End of Winter Break

Averill Topps
Stephen F. Austin H.S.

Hello everybody,
today I'm afraid I have
some bad news to share
with you. Sadly, the winter break is coming to an
end, which means
school has started.
This semester is going to be a bit different
in regards to my classes
because I took courses
that only lasted one semester like Business In-

Getting My Nails Done

Rock Climbing Intersession
nificance of it. There is
so much more to simply
trying to climb as high as
you can when rock
climbing. I learned new
terms, phrases, and tips.
My group and I took the
city bus to a place called
The Crux Climbing Center. The center holds
SaNaya White
many areas for all ages
Ann Richards
to climb. It provides
Thursday, January many levels of challenge
3, I returned to school for people to choose
from my Holiday break. from. I had an amazing
Instead of it being a nor- time climbing. I actually
mal class day, my school completed a course that
participated in a special I did not believe I could
activity only held by our accomplish. The most
school
called important thing I
“ I n t e r s e s s i o n ” . learned is that when
Intersession refers to a climbing, you will fall,
short break or small but you have to get back
term between the tradi- up and try again. The
tional, standard aca- two days that my group
demic term. At Ann climbed, we all comRichards, intersession is plained about how sore
a time for students from we were. It takes a lot of
different grade levels to muscle for the courses
come together and be- there. Upper body
come acquainted if not strength is definitely
already. Before Christ- something you’ll gain
mas break, we were when climbing.
I really enjoyed my
asked to select a activity
to participate in for our intersession and I will
time during intersession. definitely be returning
There were many differ- to Crux. I recommend
ent choices that we visiting Crux and trying it
were given. They varied out to anyone who
from activities such as wants a challenge, or
cooking to skating. The likes to climb in general.
intersession I signed up Besides that, as we return to school, I hope
for was rock climbing.
flows
Thursday and Fri- everyone
day I spent both days smoothly back into the
rock climbing and learn- groove of classes and
ing a lot about the sig- starts 2019 off great.

TheVillagerAnd
BlackRegistryCompany
@TheVillagerATX

formation Management
and Logic. I'm now taking Track and I have an
off period as replacement courses. The off
period is very helpful
because now I'll be able
to do my homework at
school instead of at
home when all I want to
do is relax.
This Christmas
break was really special
to me because of the
things I did over it. I got
to go to LA and saw celebrities while at the
mall, I went to the beach
and had fun seeing how
far I could go out into the
ocean, and the most important thing - spent
time with my family.
That's all for this
week, Until Next Time.
Go Austin high Maroons!

Ruby George
Cele Middle School
I was having a
sleepover with two of
my friends on Saturday.
It suddenly hit me that
my nails would look better if I had them done! I
also wanted one of my
friends I was having a
sleepover with to come
too. I texted my mom to
see if she could come
and she said yes! We
stayed up all night looking on the internet to
see what kind of nails we
should get. We both
wanted to get acrylics,
which is like the long

nails the people put on
you. There were so
many choices to choose
from as far as shape. We
didn’t want our nails to
pointy but we didn’t
want them to flat or
square.
Finally in the morning my mom picked up
my friend and I from our
other friends house. It
was my mom’s birthday!
We got on the road towards Elegant Nails. My
sister came along too, so
it was all girls. When it
was time to pick our colors, my friend and I had
a hard time at first. But
then we picked out
some pretty colors. I got
a nude brown with a
separate bottle of glitter
for my ring finger. My
friend got a pink color,
and glitter for her ring
finger. Our nails came
out so pretty! This is
definitely my favorite
thing to do when I have
free time!

YMCA Holiday Camp

Joshua Moore
Manor New Tech M.S.

YMCA of Austin had
holiday camps at different locations in Austin
and surrounding areas.
The dates were December 26-28, 2018 and
January 2-4, 2019 from
7:30 am to 6:00 pm. The
locations where the
camps were held are:
East
Communities
YMCA, Hays Communities YMCA, Presidential
Meadows Elementary,

Jollyville Elementary,
and Cowan Elementary.
The theme of the
camp was polar expeditions where you learn
about the Artic. The
camps had arts and
crafts activites, games,
skits and songs, opening
and closing ceremonies.
For the opening ceremony you would sing,
make a pledge, and listen to the plan for the
day. The closing ceremony was the same as
the opening ceremony
but included daily recognitions. For arts and
crafts you could build an
igloo using toothpicks
and marshmallows or
make your own snow
using baking soda and
water.

Winter Break

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville M. S.
W inter break for
the Pflugerville ISD
started on December 21
with early release and
went through January 7.
The two weeks seemed
like a long time, but it
passed very quickly. I
was able to do a lot of
fun activities.
My family traveled
to Louisiana and Mississippi to visit family for
Christmas. I was very
excited to spend time
with both of my grandmothers at the same

time. Both of my grandfathers are no longer living. I loved all my Christmas gifts and felt very
blessed to have gotten
them.
Some other things
that I did during the
break were shopping,
dinner and movies, playing at the Main event,
roller skating with my
Girl Scout sisters, and
playing games on my
new PS4. I performed
concerts on my euphonium for all who visited
my home. I did not get
to practice basketball on
the court. But I did practice dribbling and passing.
January 7th was my
last day off from school.
But my basketball coach
scheduled team practice
for a few hours. I attended and am excited
about getting back to
school!

My Football Team

Kevin Parish
Hendrickson H. S.
As everyone should
know, my favorite NFL
(National
Football
League) football team is
the New Orleans Saints
and my favorite player is
Michael Thomas who
holds the NFL record of
the most receptions by
a player. I am also a diehard LSU (Louisiana
State University) Tigers
fan. And speaking of
that, they won the Fiesta
Bowl where my good
friend Devon White did
well playing in that

game.
The past 2 years for
the New Orleans Saints
have been good. We,
and yes I said “we” because although I am still
in high school, I have
made myself part of the
team; have made it to
the playoffs 2 years
straight and this time I
think we will play all the
way to the Super Bowl.
The Saints have the
best record in the NFL as
of right now and they
are really good players
who are dedicated. This
coming Sunday they play
the Philadelphia Eagles.
We beat them in the
regular season, 48 – 6, so
let’s see if The New Orleans Saints can do it
again in order to advance to the AFC (American Football Conference) Championship

School is Starting

Kennedy George
Weiss High School
These past few
weeks have been pretty
great. I have gotten to
catch up on sleep and
read a lot. I normally am
very busy with school
and I don’t have time to
really stop and relax. As
I am writing this, school

will start up again tomorrow..
I’m excited to see
my friends, and to meet
my new band director. I
am also excited to get a
fresh new start on my
grades, and to improve
them. I would like to
study more than I did
last year,even though
that may be a challenge.
The classes I
struggled in last year
were Algebra 2, Chemistry, and AP World History. I am planning to get
mostly A’s in all my
classes this year. 2019
seems very promising
and full of motivation. I
can’t wait to see what
the rest of the school
year will bring.

www.theaustinvillager.com

The Hate U Give

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.
Recently, I both
read the novel and
watched the movie version of The Hate U Give
by Angie Thomas. It focuses on a fictional high
school girl who lives in
the ghetto yet attends a
preppy private school.
She manages to keep
both worlds separate
until her childhood best
friend is shot and killed
by the police, flipping
her world upside down.
Movies are often drastically different from their
literary counterparts,
but the book and the
movie for The Hate U
Give were extremely
similar. In fact, many of
the actors’ lines were
the exact same as the
dialogue in the book.
The major difference
was that the movie completely cut out a character from the book who
became integral to the
story in the second half
of the novel.
The book is mostly
dialogue and the author
only half-way describes
the setting, which was a
little disappointing to
me. She could have
crafted an entire world
inside the ghetto, but
instead she left some
parts unexplained and
unmentioned. But I
think this was a choice

because it is obvious to
me that, in some ways,
she was far from careless while writing the
book. For example, each
main character’s name
represents some aspect
of their personality or
the main message of the
book. The author explains all of this in the
back of the collector’s
edition, which I own.
Perhaps her lack of detail was intentional, allowing readers to fill in
gaps with their own experiences and connect
with the novel better. I
have no complaints
about the movie. It had
quite a cast, loaded with
esteemed and wellknown actors and actresses. The ways in
which the movie differed from the book
didn’t negatively impact
its overall quality.
The Hate U Give offers a valuable perspective on how dehumanizing police brutality is for
victims and their friends
and family and demonstrates that most people
who end up in the hood
committing crimes are
good people who have
been put into a bad situation by society. It
doesn’t provide any solutions to the racial and
economic problems that
plague the United
States, but it does call
attention to them and
ensure that everyone is
on the same page so we
can move forward together. With the book’s
closing words, “I’ll never
forget. I’ll never give up.
I’ll never be quiet. I
promise,” Angie Thomas
ends on a hopeful note,
telling her audience that
it isn’t over as long as
they are still fighting.

Equity has been a
huge buzzword in the
field of education this
year. Education advocates and politicians
alike have called for an
increase in educational
equity, but what does
the term really mean?
Equity is not Equality.
Equity creates equality
by prioritizing resources
to students who need
them the most.
For example, think
of a typical track meet.
There are five runners –
each in their own lane.
Each runner must run
one lap around the track.
The first runner to complete the lap, wins the
race. Now let’s use this
analogy to inform our
understanding of equity.
Equality would
mean that every runner
would start the race at
the exact same spot in
their lane. However, the
track is oval-shaped. If
each runner began at the
same spot, each runner’s
distance to the finish line
would be different. The
runner in the innermost
lane would run a shorter
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COMMENTARY: Black Students in Youngstown
City School District Targeted for Failure by State
By The Buckeye
Review,
NNPA Newswire
Contributor

The Ohio State
Department of Education published its
goals for White students at 86.3 versus
63.4 for Black students, as reported by
“We often battle the misperception that poverty is the cause for low
the Performance Index performance, but data has proven conclusively that race is a factor not
Subgroup Data. The
understood or factored in the equation,” said Jimma McWilson, who
NAACP Leadership
chairs the State NAACP?Task Force on ESSA and Preventing School
made this presentaTakeovers and serves as the Secretary of the local chapter.
tion to the Roberts Deliberating Club (RDC), retrospect, it is hard to not had an impact” room teacher,” said
which is comprised of fathom, but thanks to said Dr. McNair, Freeman.
“We find it unbeBlack professionals the leadership of the president of the RDC.
and
state The 20 years of pub- lievable that the stanand business leaders, local
last month, where NAACP, there has lished report card fail- dards have not been
data was rolled out been intense and fo- ures prove a strong required, but rather
that they found to be cused attention on motivation does not suggested. And the
providing remedies make a requirement.” fact that the State tarincredulous.
“We often battle gets are so low for
“If this is true, long overlooked.
DeMaria
re- the misperception that Black students only
why is the community
not more aware,” said sponded to a series of poverty is the cause reinforces the fact, as
Atty Charles Mickens, questions posed by for low performance, earlier reported, the
the NAACP Educa- but data has proven failure is not on the
an RDC member.
“We are trying to tion Task Force, one of conclusively that race parents or poverty or
make the community them being, “Are all is a factor not under- even the teachers. It’s
aware of this disparity Ohio Licensed class- stood or factored in the leadership. If
which is why we are room teachers re- the equation,” said teaching the standards
is not required or inpresenting it, said quired to teach the Jimma McWilson.
I n d e e d , spected, it can’t realisGeorge
Freeman, State Criterion ReferSteubenville, which tically be expected,”
NAACP President. “It ence Standards?”
His answer in a mirrors Youngstown said McNair.
took a while to ferret
written response in with a 100% poverty
“The big chalout the details.”
“In March 2018, August 2018 “There is student population, lenge is the R word,”
the State Superinten- no legal requirement has targets much said Dr. McNair.
dent didn’t even know specifically directed to higher and perfor- “When race is disthat he could require teachers relative to mance much higher. cussed as a problem
teachers to teach the teaching the State’s The missing link is ad- White people often
dressing the race fac- have a difficult time
State standards,” said standards”.
DeMaria
fol- tor specifically, said wrapping their heads
Freeman.
around the problem.
“When
we lowed with the state- McWilson.
When the State The data clearly indipointed out to him ment “standards are
that he had the power what is tested, one audit of the District cates addressing race,
to order the teachers to might suggest a strong was released it vali- and not poverty only,
comply and as of Au- motivation to teach dated this important is a leadership, and a
flaw which is obvi- strategic planning isgust 2018, there was the standards.”
The response ously a key to success sue that must be adan official order to do
came
following for students.
dressed head on.”
so.”
“You’ve heard of
The Roberts DeIt took time to dig months of digging
into the details, but the into the data to prove students graduating liberating Club meetOhio Department of that the fault of the with high GPA’s that ing was held at Mill
Education Superinten- failures falls squarely struggle in college be- Creek Community
dent DeMaria has or- in the lap of the ad- cause of the lack of Center on Glenwood
dered the teachers to ministration of both preparation. That Ave, Youngstown, in
adhere to standards the State and the preparation weakness December 15, 2018.
is a signal that the The following link is
for the first-time in his- school District.
distance than the runner
“If they don’t re- grades were not stan- to the State report card
tory, said Freeman.
in the outermost lane.
That might sound quire it, strong moti- dard, but subjective with the targets for
Sure, they would both
unbelievable, but in vation obviously has based on the class- improvement.
start in the same spot
(EQUAL), but the runners
people of differing needs formance. ESSA also atin the innermost lanes
to a single expectation tempts to ensure that
would have an advanand giving them what low-income students are
tage – in distance – than
they need to achieve it.” not disproportionally
their counterparts in the
In other words, the play- taught by ineffective, inoutermost lanes.
ing fields need to be lev- experienced, and/or outNow, think of our
eled. It’s critical that our of-field teachers.
current public education
ESSA gives power
public educational syssystem in this same contem undertakes reform – back to the states to context. Students – regardchanges so that each stu- trol education policy.
less of race, geography,
dent is given what they Now, members of the
household makeup –
community must hold
need to succeed.
start on the same marker
Our education sys- their school leaders and
on the track. Some stutem should support stu- elected officials accountdents, like the runner in
dents by allocating the able to implement systhe outermost lane, have
most resources to stu- tem-wide and schoolto run harder and faster
dents who are most in specific measures that
to get to the finish line.
need, just as track ath- ensure equity in our
The barrier here is disletes arrange themselves schools.
tance. In the real world,
Naomi Shelton
Furthermore,
for fairer competition.
barriers include low-income, resource deprived the finish line because of and state-of-the-art The national education UNCF’s 2017 community
law, the Every Student resource, Lift Every Voice
neighborhoods, disabili- their initial position in technology.
ties that require addi- the race. The barriers
What we need is Succeeds Act (ESSA) tar- and Lead Toolkit: A Comtional expertise, cultur- here are fewer in num- education reform that gets dollars to the high- munity Leader’s Advocacy
ally negligent curricu- ber. In terms of educa- promotes fairness. Fair- est poverty schools and Resource for K-12 Education, offers step-by-step
lum, outdated technol- tion, these innermost ness equals equity. As districts.
analysis of African AmeriUnder
No
Child
Left
ogy,
inexperienced runners attend schools Debby Irving in her book
teachers or access to in affluent neighbor- Waking Up White: And Behind, schools could can Education and highcritical supportive ser- hoods with a surplus of Finding Myself in the lose funding if they failed lights organizations that
vices.
resources. These stu- Story of Race states, to meet statewide stan- have effectively engaged
Meanwhile, the dents have the advan- “Equality means giving dards. But under ESSA, in education efforts at a
runner in the innermost tage of local tax-based all students the exact states cannot reduce local level to support eflane has it a lot easier. funding formulas, parent same thing to meet the funding by more than forts in improving the
They don’t have to run as lead fundraising efforts same expectations. Eq- ten percent from year to quality of education for all
fast or as hard to get to and/or private funding, uity means holding year despite school per- students.

Equity v. Equality
By: Naomi Shelton,
Director of K-12
Advocacy at UNCF
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Chantal
Eldridge
Sworn
As
Travis
County
Judge
by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist
After a failed bid in
2014, Chantal Eldridge
decided to run once
more for Judge. In 2018
she ran for the 331st District Court, in which, she
challenged a "sitting
judge." Numerous political experts believed
Eldridge would face an

DIASPORA

meanor crimes. This
court oversees felony
crime such as murder.
Furthermore, Chantal
is one of the few attorneys who has managed
to jump defense to become Judge. On the
other hand, the majority of judges tend to
come from the prosecution office.
Finally, Chantal
Eldridge has a very long
experience in the judicial system. According,
to Chantal "Since 1989,
I have been an attorney. For about 20
years, I have practiced
predominately as a
criminal defense attorney."
Moreover,
Chantal Eldridge sworn in as Judge with
Chantal has been pasLesley. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
sionate about finding
uphill battle for this 331st District Court is ways to stop the revolvDemocratic Party pri- one of the eight Travis ing door with those demary race. Despite the County criminal courts. fendants who have
fact; she endured and This district court is a mental health issues.
was elected Judge on criminal court that Consequently,
the
oversees felony crimes mental health issue will
election day.
Moreover, the and certain misde- be a part of her docket.
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Williamson County
Democrats Win
Two JP Seats
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

Pictured left to right are: Kate and KT
being sworn as Williamson County Judges.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

As a part of the Blue Wave, two Williamson
county Democrat candidates were elected to the
Justice of the Peace Judge bench. Over the years,
port locally owned Williamson County has been trending as a "purple"
businesses," stated county.
Jajajo. He strongly beAfter the election, KT Musselman and Stacy
lieves that it is time for Hackenberg were sworn in as Justice of Peace
these entrepreneurs to Judges. Musselman was declared as JP 1; while
invest in marketing and Hackenberg was sworn in as JP 3. Moreover, their
customer
service, election point to the fact that the political face of
which, would increase Williamson County is changing. Furthermore, they
visibility.
managed to win places like Georgetown, Taylor, La
Finally, the ABN of Grange and certain parts of Round Rock, Texas.
Central Texas thinks
Finally, the Justice of the Peace handles both
2019 will a make it or civil and criminal cases. For instance, they handle
break it for numerous the following: small claim court, justice court, and
professions. According administrative hearings. These are lawsuits over
to the ABN, "a business debts, evictions, car accidents, unlawful towing and
like Jajojo Cleaning ser- property. These two victories give Democrats a
vice has managed to stronger foothold in Williamson County. Now it is
become mainstream on the party to build on it.
due to their great customer service and reliance. However, an increase in selling
through local newspapers will also help
boost the business."

African Business Network Host Jajojo Cleaning Services
by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist
On January 5,
2019, the African Business Network of Central Texas held their
first meeting. It was an
opportunity for their
members to focus on
the upcoming events.
Jajajo, owner of Jajolo
Cleaning Service gave a
presentation about his
business. According to
Jajajo, the Cleaning service is one of the first
African owned business
that's insured bonded,
which, services the entire Central Texas area.
Not only do they clean
homes but also businesses. Furthermore,

Jajajo and Eric attending the African Business
Network. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
he encouraged African ket of quality cleaning
business owner to in- services. Consequently,
vest in technology and he sees the increase of
increase their market- African owned business
vital to his company's
ing reach.
Moreover, Jajajo survival and developmentioned that he ment. "It is time for the
started his business to African Community to
fill the void in the mar- get organized and sup-

Congresswoman Frederica S. Wilson’s
Statement on Swearing-In Day
by NNPA Newswire
Washington, D.C.–
Congresswoman Wilson issued the following statement on the
start of the 116th Congress: “It has truly been
both an honor and a
privilege to represent
District 24 in Congress
for four terms, but as I
begin my fifth term today, I am particularly
excited to be for the
first time a member of
the majority party. I
very much look forward
to discovering how
much more accessible
resources for my district will be and hope
there will be many opportunities to cut
through red tape and

various levels of bureaucracy more easily.
“American voters
sent a powerful message last November
when they gave Democrats control of the
House. I am committed
to doing everything in
my power to ensure
that they never regret
putting their faith in us.
“Now that we control the gavel and the
agenda, Americans can
count on Democrats to
fight relentlessly on
their behalf on a broad
range of issues that impact their daily lives.
‘For the People’ is so
much more than a
hashtag. It’s a promise.”

C & M LIQUORS
1215 Chicon Street
(512) 477-3875
Friday and Saturday
Specials
10% Discount
All 1.75 & .750 Liters
Prices All inexpensive

Congresswoman Frederica S. Wilson is
a fourth-term Congresswoman from
Florida representing parts of Northern Miami-Dade and Southeast Broward counties.
A former state legislator and school principal, she is the founder of the 5000 Role
Models for Excellence Project, a mentoring
program for young males at risk of dropping out of school.
Congresswoman
Frederica S. Wilson is a
fourth-term Congresswoman from Florida
representing parts of
Northern Miami-Dade
and Southeast Broward
counties. A former
state legislator and
school principal, she is
the founder of the 5000
Role Models for Excellence
Project,
a
mentoring program for
young males at risk of

dropping out of school.
Congresswoman W ilson also founded and
chairs the Florida Ports
Caucus, a bipartisan
taskforce that coordinates federal action in
support of Florida’s
harbors and waterways.
The Florida lawmaker
sits on the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee and the Education
and
the
Workforce Committee.

Congresswoman Maxine
Waters Statement on
Proposal to Weaken
Enforcement at the
Consumer Bureau
by NNPA Newswire

WASHINGTON — Today, following a Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau (Consumer Bureau)
proposal to weaken its “no-action letter” policy and
reduce enforcement, Congresswoman Maxine Waters (D-CA), Ranking Member of the Committee on
Financial Services, made the following statement:
“I am very concerned by the Consumer Bureau
proposal, issued in the last days of Mick Mulvaney’s
leadership, to significantly loosen its “no-action letter” policy in a way that could let bad actors that
abuse consumers off the hook entirely from enforcement action by the agency. This is yet another
step to weaken the Consumer Bureau and curtail
its enforcement tools.
“While it is important for our financial regulators to encourage responsible innovation, this is a
deeply irresponsible overreach that instead encourages and abets consumer abuses by putting certain
financial institutions in an enforcement-free-zone.
“Trump and his appointees have done everything in their power to undermine the Consumer
Bureau. Mick Mulvaney, who Trump installed to
serve as Acting Director of the agency, dropped lawsuits and investigations into abusive payday lenders, took away the Office of Fair Lending and Equal
Opportunity’s enforcement powers, fired the members of the agency’s Consumer Advisory Board,
scaled back enforcement actions against bad actors,
sought to slash the agency’s budget, and apparently
made it his mission to help out bad actors. That is
why I have introduced legislation, the Consumers
First Act (H.R. 6972), to reverse harmful changes the
Trump Administration has imposed on the Consumer Bureau by restoring the agency’s supervisory
and enforcement powers and increasing the transparency and accountability needed for the agency
to carry out its important mission.
“I am committed to holding the Trump Administration accountable and ensuring that the Consumer Bureau can resume its important work protecting American consumers.”
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COLLEGE BOARD OFFERS EXPLANATION ON
FLORIDA TEEN’S SAT CHEATING ACCUSATION
Selena Hill
Black Enterprise
Digital Editor

(BLACK ENTERPRISE)

- Within seven months,
Kamilah Campbell improved her SAT scores by
more than 300 points.
But instead of celebrating the impressive
achievement,
the
Florida teenager has
been accused of cheating and was told that her
test results are invalid.
Now, her family is taking
legal action against The
College Board and Educational Testing Services
(ETS), which administer
the nationwide test.
“Kamilah explained
that she took the SAT for
the first time on March
10 with no preparation.
Between then and October, she practiced diligently, working with her

teachers, receiving tutoring, and regularly accessing the preparatory
resources of Khan Academy,” reads a statement
from Campbell’s lawyer,
high-profile civil rights
attorney
Benjamin
Crump, reports The
Root.
Campbell originally
received a score of 900
out of 1600 after her first
attempt at the college
entrance exam. The second time her score
jumped to 1230. The
South Florida high
school student credits
her impressive improvement to months of prep
that included working
with a hired tutor, taking
online classes, and using
The Princetown Review
SAT prep book as a study
guide.
“I did not cheat. I
studied, and I focused to
achieve my dream,”
Campbell said Wednesday at a press conference, according to CNN.

Kamilah Harris speaking during a press conference in Miami, FL.
“I worked so hard and preliminary review, tions are an attack on
did everything I could there appears to be sub- her integrity, intellistantial evidence that gence, and opportunity
do.”
Rather than cel- your scores … are in- to realize her dreams of
ebrating her achieve- valid,” read the letter, going to college.
“It is not for ETS, a
ment, ETS sent her a let- reports The Hill. “Our
ter stating her SAT re- preliminary concerns private corporation, to
sults will not be released are based on substantial define the limits of huuntil a pending review. agreement between man achievement and
As a result, Crump says your answers on one or betterment,” he said. “In
Campbell’s ability to ap- more scored sections of concluding that the only
ply for certain scholar- the test and those of way Kamilah could have
ships and her dream col- other test takers. The improved her score so
lege, Florida State Uni- anomalies noted above substantially was by
versity, may be hin- raise concerns about the cheating, ETS defamed
validity of your scores.” Kamilah’s character and
dered.
Crump, however, replaced what should
“We are writing to
you because based on a argues that ETS’ accusa- have been appropriate
and motivating personal
pride with shame and
confusion.”
He added, “Although Kamilah provided a sound explanation and evidence for
her improvement, ETS
has refused to relent,
denying this promising
and dedicated student
access to a college education, the funds to pay
for it, and fulfillment of
her dreams.”
A spokesperson at
The College Board
t o l d B L A C K
ENTERPRISE that scores
are never flagged for
score gains, alone.
Rather, score reviews
are triggered by a “range
of factors that cast doubt
on the validity of a
score,” says the non-for-

Brandy Conway Promoted to Senior Vice President,
Chief Marketing Officer with Greater Texas Credit Union
(AUSTIN, TX) – Brandy Conway, Vice
President, Marketing for Greater Texas Credit
Union, was promoted on December 21, 2018,
to Senior Vice President, Chief Marketing Officer.
Previous to Greater Texas, Brandy was a
teller at Ft. McClellan Credit Union and Marketing Administrator at AOD Federal Credit Union
in Anniston, Alabama. Brandy then started at
Greater Texas Credit Union as the first Business Development Officer in 2005, was promoted to Marketing Director in October of 2006,
and to Vice President, Marketing in September
of 2013.
When asked to share why she loves working for the credit union, Brandy said “I believe
in the goodwill that Greater Texas Credit Union
provides to the communities we serve and our
members. It’s an honor to work for an organization that acknowledges and recognizes their
employees’ hard work and passion.”
Greater Texas Credit Union has 19 locations across the state of Texas, is known as
Aggieland Credit Union in the Brazos Valley,
and has been serving Texans since 1952.

Brandy Conway

Council Elects Garza as Austin’s
First Latina Mayor Pro Tem
(AUSTIN, TX) – Austin City Council has
elected Delia Garza to be
the next mayor pro tem
for the City of Austin.
Garza was first elected
to city council from District 2 in Southeast Austin in 2014 as part of the
first 10-1 council. She is
the first Latina to serve
as mayor pro tem in Austin, and she was the first
Latina elected to Austin
City Council.
Garza highlighted
the importance of elevating women of color
to leadership roles, providing a precedent to
build confidence in future generations of leaders. “I want young
Latinas in Austin to look
at our leadership and
see themselves and
know that they can
serve in this capacity or
achieve whatever goals

they set their minds to,”
Garza said after the vote
on Monday evening.
“I’m proud to be the first
Latina elected to this
council, but I’m also saddened that it’s taken us
this long to have a Latina
on council.”
Garza won unanimous support from her
fellow council members
and Mayor Adler.
“Delia’s passion and caring for the people of
Austin has moved the
council forward,” Council Member Ann Kitchen
of District 5 said. “I look
forward to her leadership as mayor pro tem as
we take on the difficult
challenges facing the
city.”
“Since before we
were on council, I have
known Council Member
Garza as a progressive
leader who never for-

gets who she is or where
she came from,” Council
Member Greg Casar of
District 4 added. “As our
city’s first ever Latina
mayor pro tem, I am
confident that she will
continue her advocacy
and leadership for those
who need it most across
our city.”
Before running for
office, Garza was a
firefighter with the Austin Fire Department. After earning her law degree, Garza served as an
assistant attorney general in the Child Support
Division of the Office of
the Attorney General.
She advocated for the
change to the 10-1 council system as a way to
ensure better representation of areas of Austin
that had often gone
overlooked under the atlarge council.
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profit. “We give the benefit of the doubt to the
student and we never
hold or cancel scores
unless there is strong
evidence that the scores
are invalid.”
The College Board
went on to list the types
of evidence that suggest
invalidity, which include:
· A student’s answer sheet resembles
not only another
student’s, but a group of
students who have very
similar answers, including the same wrong answers.
· The same group
includes students whose
scores have been canceled for irregularities in
the past. The group of
students’
answers
match not only one another, but an answer key
or “cheat sheet” that has
been found circulating
among students.
· There is an absence of any scratch
work in the testing booklet.
· Each of these
factors and other similar
evidence are rare. In
combination, they are
extremely rare and establish a very strong pattern.
The College Board
added that their pending
review will not impede
Campbell’s opportunity
to apply to FSU.
“We are in contact
with John Barnhill, Assistant Vice President for
Enrollment Management at Florida State
University, who assured
us that a student whose
scores are delayed will
be allowed to submit
scores when they become available after the
review process is complete.”

Interested Bidders:
City of Austin CNG Expansiuon Bidder
Trillium, awarded by sole source the Upgrade project to the
City of Austin-owned, Trillium-built CNG Fueling Station
located at 2400 Business Center Drive, Austin, TX 78744 is
seeking qualified, MBE/WBE contractors to perform any
or all of the following scopes of work:
Excavation & Backfill, Landscape Installation, and
Mechanical Contracting- Installation and testing of highpressure stainless-steel tubing.
The bid documents for this project are available upon request.
Interested bidders should contact Erika Pham at (713) 3325785 or Erika.pham@trilliumcng.com or Sean Myers at
(714) 356-3009 or simyers@trilliumcng.com no later than
1/14/19.

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!
New Jobs for the
Week of 01/06/2019
Assistant III, Administrative
Highland Campus
Job# 1812016
Electrician
Service Center
Job# 1901001
Specialist, Area of Study
Advising (Student Services)
Riverside Campus
Job# 1901004
Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752
Job Line (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed
EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018

VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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Executive Producer Dream Hampton
Talks “Surviving R. Kelly”
By Stacy M. Brown | NPA Newswire Correspondent
(NNPA) - For Dream
Hampton, who served as
executive producer of
the much-talked about
“Surviving R. Kelly”
documentary, the explosive revelations in the
film were just the tip of
the iceberg.
Hampton
said
there were many things
she couldn’t talk about
and will never discuss
because it’s “so dark and
sad and traumatic.”
That’s saying quite
a bit as the three-part
Lifetime Television series
not only has social media and the general public aghast but has celebrities like John Legend
and Chance the Rapper
expressing remorse for
ever working with Kelly.
“Maybe he could’ve
gotten help when he was
30, or you know, 29 when
the Aaliyah stuff broke,”
Hampton said in an extensive interview on The
Karen Hunter Show on
Sirius XM Radio.
Aaliyah was largely
left out of the documentary, but Hampton said
she didn’t want to devote an entire episode

Dream Hampton served as executive producer for the upcoming Lifetime series
‘Surviving R. Kelly.’ (Screen capture: Source YouTube\Lifetime)
on the late songstress.
“For me, she’s actually his type,” Hampton
told Hunter. “You know,
what he targets are very
regular, and you know,
your audience understands this, like brownskin black girls. You
know, like he, we can
talk about publicly, oh,
that he targets black girls
who aren’t famous. No,
he has a very specific
type, you know.”

Surviving R. Kelly —
which aired on Lifetime
from Thursday, Jan. 3 to
Saturday, Jan. 5 — featured wide-ranging interviews with Kelly’s
family members, former
friends and colleagues,
but most notably,
women who claim that
for decades, the hit-making singer and producer
used his power and influence to sexually and
physically abuse women

and young girls.
PEOPLE Magazine
editors said they reached
out to Kelly’s representatives who offered a “no
comment” about the series.
In 2002, Kelly, a Chicago native, was indicted after a video surfaced allegedly showing
a man engaged in sex
acts with a woman who
some witnesses testified
was 14 at the time of the

recording. Both Kelly
and the woman denied
that the video was of
them, and Kelly was
never charged with assault. In 2008, Kelly was
found not guilty on 21
counts of child pornography.
Several published
reports said Kelly intends to counteract the
documentary with lawsuits and the creation of
a Facebook page to “ex-

pose the lies.” However,
Hampton said there was
plenty of truth attached
to the story and much
more remains untold.
“When I went into
this project, I was clear
that he was a predator
and that he targeted
young and vulnerable
girls. I don’t think I knew
he was an abuser, and I
don’t mean to sound
naive, but I just didn’t
think physical abuse was
a part of his repertoire,”
Hampton said.
“I certainly didn’t
know I would have to listen to a woman after
woman talking about being denied food and
movement. I mean, we
about to get into a couple
of episodes where you’re
going to hear testimony of
girls talking about having,
you know, they couldn’t
leave the room unless he
told them to and all of
them didn’t have bathrooms in the room. So,
they used slop buckets.
His runners would put
slop buckets in the
room. So, I don’t think I
was prepared for his sadism.”

Jordan Peele’s ‘Us’ to Premiere as Opening Film at SXSW
By JAKE COYLE | AP Film Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Jordan Peele’s “Us,” his anticipated followup to “Get Out,” will make its world premiere at the South by Southwest Film Festival.
SXSW announced Tuesday that “Us” will open the 26th edition
of the Austin, Texas, festival on March 8. Like Peele’s “Get Out,”
“Us” is a socially minded horror thriller.
The film stars Lupita Nyong’o as a woman returning to her
beachside childhood home with her husband and two children. On
the vacation, an unresolved trauma from her past is unearthed leading to an eerie confrontation for the family with doppelgangers of
themselves.
“Us” will be released March 22 by Universal Pictures. Peele also
produces along with Jason Blum of Blumhouse Productions. Costars include Winston Duke, Elisabeth Moss and Tim Heidecker.
SXSW runs March 8-17.

This image released by Universal Pictures shows a scene from Jordan
Peele’s upcoming film, “Us,” which will make its world premiere at
the South by Southwest Film Festival. (Claudette Barius/Universal
Pictures via AP)

UT Austin Black Student-Athlete Summit
Jordan Peele‘s Us horror film starring Lupita Nyong’o and Winston Duke.

By John Harris Jr. | Villager Columnist
(VILLAGER NEWS) The University of Texas
hosts its fifth annual
Black Student-Athlete
Summit Jan. 9-11 at the
AT&T Conference Center. The three-day event
details issues facing
black athletes on college
campuses and is hosted
by the African-American
Male Research Initiative
in UT’s Division of Diversity and Community Engagement.
This year’s conference is titled, “ The
Awakening of the Black
Student-Athlete” and
will include sessions addressing mental health,
best practices in coaching and academic
achievement. About 350
people are registered,

including coaches, athletic directors, administrators, athletes, professors and NCAA representatives.
Keynote speakers
include John Brown, a
two-time Mr. Universe
and three-time Mr.
World. Brown’s oldest
son plays for the NFL’s
Green Bay Packers, his
middle son is the top receiver at Sanford and his
youngest son is a star receiver at USC. All three
sons received full college
scholarships. Other
speakers include Prairie
View professor Dr.
Akilah R. CarterFrancique, a leading
scholar in the representation of Black women in
sports. The summit con-

cludes Friday with the
workshop, “Race, Major
College Sports, and
American Higher Education: Toward a Modern
Definition of Slavery.”
Last year’s summit
featured
four-time
Olympic gold medalist
and UT track standout
Sanya Richards-Ross.
Leonard Moore,
UT’s vice president for
diversity and community
engagement and a history professor, said the
summit’s mission is to
address the unique challenges faced by black
student-athletes and the
issue of race in college
athletics. Moore expects
this year’s event to produce its largest turnout
ever.

