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FAST & FURIOUS PRESENTS:
HOBBS & SHAW

IN THEATERS August 2, 2019

by Naomi Richard
VILLAGER

Entertainment Editor

Courtesy of Universal Studios.

(Universal Studios) -
After eight films that
have amassed almost $5
billion worldwide, the
Fast & Furious franchise
now features its first
stand-alone vehicle as
Dwayne Johnson and Ja-
son Statham reprise
their roles as Luke Hobbs
and Deckard Shaw in
Fast & Furious Presents:
Hobbs & Shaw.

Ever since hulking
lawman Hobbs
(Johnson), a loyal agent
of America’s Diplomatic
Security Service, and
lawless outcast Shaw
(Statham), a former Brit-
ish military elite opera-
tive, first faced off in
2015’s Furious 7, the duo
have swapped smack
talk and body blows as
they’ve tried to take
each other down.

But when cyber-
genetically enhanced
anarchist Brixton (Idris
Elba) gains control of
an insidious bio-threat
that could alter human-
ity forever — and bests
a brilliant and fearless
rogue MI6 agent (The
Crown’s Vanessa Kirby),
who just happens to be
Shaw’s sister — these
two sworn enemies will
have to partner up to
bring down the only
guy who might be

badder than them-
selves.

During a movie
press junket Elba had
this to say, “Being asked
to be in the franchise in
the Fast & Furious
world…It’s super excit-
ing to me because it’s
one of the most success-
ful franchises in the
world. They’ve done
well and they suit their

audience. The audience
loves them. Look, I felt
like I’d be a part of some-
thing going in a new for-
mat from where it is
now. Since they were
going in a new direction,
I could do something
that hasn’t been done
before.”

Can Idris Elba do
anything wrong? Not to
most of us and we anx-

iously await his debut
performance in the Fast
& Furious release on Au-
gust 2!

Hobbs & Shaw
blasts open a new door
in the Fast universe as it
hurtles action across the
globe, from Los Angeles
to London and from the
toxic wasteland of
Chernobyl to the lush
beauty of Samoa.

Fast & Furious Pre-
sents: Hobbs & Shaw
cast members/produc-
ers Dwayne Johnson,
Jason Statham; cast
members Idris Elba,
Vanessa Kirby, Cliff
Curtis, Eiza González,
Joe Anoa’i, John Tui,
Eliana Su’a, Josh Mauga,
Lori Pelenise Tuisano;
director David Leitch
(Deadpool 2); writer/
producer Chris Morgan;
writer Drew Pearce
(Mission: Impossible-
Rogue Nation, Iron Man
3); producer Hiram
Garcia; executive pro-
ducers Dany Garcia,
Kelly McCormick, Ethan
Smith, Ainsley Davies
and Steven Chasman.

The film is rated
PG-13 and tickets are
now on sale at all major
outlets.

America is
going the

Wrong Way,
Fast!

When Donald Trump
took over as the
President of the United
States, America was the
most feared and
respected country in the
world.  Today we are not
being looked up as the
leader of the free world,
but as a joke.  While the
president is encouraging
his staff and the Repub-
lican leadership in
congress to ignore
Democratic leadership in
Washington, the rest of
the world leaders are
laughing at the feud that
is going on between the
two parties.
   Whenever anything
goes wrong in Wash-
ington, the Democrats
are to blame.  If anything
goes right, the Repub-
licans get the credit. In
the meantime the world
leaders can’t stop
laughing.
   Many of the president’s
staff members are
ignoring any effort on the
part of the Democrats to
get some kind of control;
the Republican majority
continues to ignore any
thing that they try to do.
They are refusing to
appear before the
Oversight and Reform
Committee at the
instruction of the
president.
    The disagreement has
not gone to name calling
and racial slurs.  It
reached a new low this
week when the president
said that four Demo-
cratic congresspersons
need to go back to the
country that they came
from. It was noted that
they are all Americans,
three were born here and
the other one is a
naturalized citizen.  She
has been in this country
since the age of 12.
   The 2020 elections
cannot come soon
enough.  This election
will either give us new
leadership, or it will set
the stage for the overtake
of this country by one of
the foreign powers who
are gaining strength
every day, while watch-
ing our leaders  make
fools of themselves.

Houston Rockets
ignite power
house duo.

See HARDEN
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Texas youth
capture black
history victory.

See ZETA
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B. Marshall seeks
to nourishPville’s
thriving growth.
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House condemns Trump in extraordinary rebuke
By Associated Press

Nancy Pelosi
(AP Photo/Patrick Semansky)

(CAPITOL HILL) - In
a remarkable political
repudiation, the Demo-
cratic-led U.S. House
voted Tuesday night to
condemn President
Donald Trump’s “racist
comments” against four
congresswomen of
color, despite protesta-
tions by Trump’s Repub-
lican congressional allies
and his own insistence
he hasn’t “a racist bone
in my body.”

Two days after
Trump tweeted that four
Democratic freshmen
should “go back” to their
home countries —
though all are citizens
and three were born in
the U.S.A. — Democrats

muscled the resolution
through the chamber by
240-187 over near-solid
GOP opposition. The re-
buke was an embarrass-
ing one for Trump even
though it carries no legal
repercussions, but if
anything his latest ha-
rangues should help him
with his die-hard conser-
vative base.

Despite a lobbying
effort by Trump and
party leaders for a uni-
fied GOP front, four Re-
publicans voted to con-
demn his remarks: mod-
erate Reps. Brian
Fitzpatrick of Pennsylva-
nia, Fred Upton of Michi-
gan, Will Hurd of Texas
and Susan Brooks of In-
diana, who is retiring.

Also backing the mea-
sure was Michigan’s in-
dependent Rep. Justin
Amash, who left the
GOP this month after
becoming the party’s
sole member of Con-
gress to back a Trump
impeachment inquiry.

Democrats saved
one of the day’s most

passionate moments
until near the end. “I
know racism when I see
it,” said Rep. John Lewis
of Georgia, whose skull
was fractured at the
1965 “Bloody Sunday”
civil rights march in
Selma, Alabama. “At the
highest level of govern-
ment, there’s no room
for racism.”

In tweets Tuesday
night, Trump took a posi-
tive view of the vote,
saying it was “so great”
that only four Republi-
cans had crossed party
lines. “Quite a day!” he
wrote.

Some rank-and-file
GOP lawmakers have
agreed that Trump’s
words were racist, but

on Tuesday party leaders
insisted they were not
and accused Democrats
of using the resulting tu-
mult to score political
points. Among the few
voices of restraint, Sen-
ate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell said
Trump wasn’t racist, but
he also called on leaders
“from the president to
the speaker to the fresh-
man members of the
House” to attack ideas,
not the people who es-
pouse them.

“Those ideas give
us so much material to
work with and it takes
away from our time to
talk about it,” Sen. Mike
Braun of Indiana said of
Trump’s tweets.



Westbrook remembers
one thing: It’s Harden
and Westbrook. Not
Westbrook and Harden.

That’s right.
Harden’s name comes
first. It’s his team, his
city.

Harden gets to
shoot as much as he
wants. There will be
enough shots to go
around, and Russ will
receive his share. But
Harden is the first option
- first, last, always.

Let’s hope Russ is
OK with that. He should
be. After all, Westbrook
and Harden go way back
together. They’re both
from Los Angeles, so
they’ve followed each
other’s’ games for a long
time. They were team-
mates at Oklahoma City
before Harden was
traded to Houston - a
deal from which the
Thunder never recov-
ered.

Make no mistake,
Harden knows what he’s
getting in Russ, who has
the reputation for being
a ball-hog - just like
Harden. Apparently,
Harden is comfortable
with that. Or maybe he
feels like their friendship

will carry over on the
court.

Either way,
Westbrook and Harden
on the same team is a
fascinating pairing. If
nothing else, they’re
worth the price of ad-
mission.

Westbrook is in-
credibly gifted plus he’s
the hardest worker in
the league. He’s aver-
aged a triple double for
three consecutive sea-
sons.

Harden, mean-
while, is the king of the
step-back 3-pointer
who’s led the NBA in the
scoring two straight
years. Both Westbrook
and Harden have won
MVPs - Westbrook in
2017, Harden in 2018.

W ill the Rockets
compete for a title?
With Kawhi Leonard and
Paul George on the Clip-
pers, and LeBron James
and Anthony Davis on
the Lakers, Houston
won’t make it out of the
Western Conference,
much less reach the NBA
Finals.

Even so, the
Westbrook trade was a
gamble worth taking for
the Rockets.
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Russell
Westbrook

to the
Houston
Rockets
Makes
Sense

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

(VILLAGER) - Get
your popcorn ready!

I like the Russell
Westbrook for Chris Paul
trade. Love it, in fact.

Why not?
The Houston Rock-

ets were down on their
luck. James Harden and
Paul, no matter how
friendly they are to each
other in those State
Farm commercials, did
not mesh on the basket-
ball court.

Paul likes to shout
at teammates to get his
point across. Harden
wasn’t having it.

The Rockets are
Harden’s team, so guess
who got traded to Okla-
homa City?

Bye, bye Chris.
As long as

Old OKC teammates Westbrook and Harden to
reunite in Houston. (Getty Images/Ringer illustration)
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Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l

Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,

Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,

Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am

BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net

www.newlincolnmbc.org
Rev. Darron E. Patterson

Pastor

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

GO YE EVANGELISTIC GOSPEL MISSION
(Arena of Refuge and Liberty)

Venu: Super 8, 8128 N. Interstate 35
Austin, Texas 78753

CHURCH WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays: Sunday Celebration 9am - 12 noon

Wednesdays: Systematic Bible Study 6pm-7:30 pm
Fri: “I Believe in Miracle” Prayer Meetings 6-7:30

Join Operation PUSH Prayerline Team Every
Friday @ 6:pm

REV. SAMUEL EHIMEN, Minister in-charge
Tel: 512-506-1645

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.

Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval

Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road - Austin, Texas 78723-1843

(512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase

a monthly ad for your
church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church
690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor Ph: (512) 626-3660

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11

Pi Omega Zeta Youth Take First Place
in Black History Competition

Pi Omega Zeta Youth (L to R): McKenzie Morris, Adrianna Forbes,
Caylynn Walker, Rachel Renfro, Taylor Williams, and Rebekah Renfro.

(ARLINGTON, TX) — Answering black history
questions from the 1800s to today, Pi Omega Zeta
Chapter Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated youth
earned a first-place tie in the history competition
at a recent youth retreat.

Hundreds of youth from Texas and Louisiana
gathered in Arlington, Texas, for three days of com-
petitive educational activities in addition to self-
awareness sessions, step, and entertaining activi-
ties at the Southern Region Youth Retreat.  The team
of Adrianna Forbes, Rebekah Renfro, Rachel
Renfro, and Taylor Williams captured the chapter’s
black history victory for the second-year in a row.
Forbes also finished first in African American po-
etry, reciting “This is Not a Small Voice” by Sonia
Sanchez. She captured third in dramatization with
“I Ate the Divorce Paper” by Gabriel Davis.  Rachel
Renfro tied for first in the dramatization category
with her rendition of Hamilton’s “The World Was
Wide Enough.”  She finished third in the “My Black
is Beautiful” essay competition.  Williams finished
third in the Self-Esteem poster display competition.
Finally, McKenzie Morris finished second in the

spelling competition.  All youth combined with
Caylynn Walker to capture third place overall in
their categories in the mathematics.

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated is an in-
ternational, historically black Greek-lettered so-
rority founded on the campus of Howard Univer-
sity on January 16, 1920. Five women from
Howard University envisioned a sorority that
would raise the consciousness of their people,
encourage the highest standards of scholastic
achievement, and foster a greater sense of unity
among its members. The Southern Region was
founded in 1929 and grew into the largest region
in the sorority, earning the name “The Mighty
Southern Region.” The Pi Omega Zeta Chapter,
which operates many community, cultural, and
educational projects in the Williamson County
area, was founded in 1998. On January 16, 2020
the sorority will acknowledge 100-years of ser-
vice at events in Washington, D.C.

For more information or interest in joining the
youth group, visit http://piomegazeta.weebly.com/
or call 512-699-0443.

FROST CELEBRATES SUMMER
WITH COMPLIMENTARY TREATS

WHAT: Frost invites families to come to an Austin financial centers for a cold and sweet
summer treat. Frost will host a local provider offering guests a variety of frozen goodies.
           The summer treats are an annual tradition at Frost, where dedication to
the community has been part of the culture since the company began in 1868.
WHEN: 2-4 p.m., Thursday, July 18
WHERE: East 7th Financial Center
                 2421 East 7th St.
                Austin, Texas 78702
TREATS: Casey’s New Orleans Snowballs

This event is free and open to the public.
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Be a reporter from YOUR school!
Villager Youth Brigader

For More Information Call 512.476.0082
4132 East 12th Street, Austin, Texas 78721

Deadline: August 15, 2019

Summer Fashion Show

VILLAGER NEWS - Sunday, July 13, 2019, Sherri Henderson, a
retired teacher and now an event planner brought a group together, to
organize an African Fashion show in the heart of East Austin. There
were over two hundred attendees. Moreover, a few dignitaries attended
this event like Wilhelmina Ruth Delco. Also, the event was racially and
ethnically mixed of people who were eager to see a showcase and exhi-
bition of authentic African clothing.  According to the organizers, "this
event exceeded our expectations."

According to Ms. Henderson, "the purpose of the event was meant
to shed a spotlight on African designer who often time go unnoticed by
the mainstream fashion world. In addition, Ms. Henderson stated, "af-
ter meeting and seeing designer Ray Darden in an Atlanta, Georgia area
at a pop-up market, I believed that the event should showcase her
clothes."

The fashion show served as an opportunity to teach and educate
the community about the cultural diversity that we have in Central
Texas. For instance, the models came from the US, the Caribbean, and
the African continent. In addition to the showcase, there were numer-
ous vendors, in which, the public could devour delicious African cui-
sine; sample spices and taste healthy smoothies. According to the orga-
nizer, "due to the outpouring of support, I may organize another show
in 2020."

Pflugerville City Elections

V I L L A G E R
NEWS - In the
Pflugerville, Texas May-
oral race, it will be a
rematch of the 2016
elections, between the
incumbent Mayor Victor
Gonzales and challenger
Brad Marshall. More-
over, Marshall has
served on the
Pflugerville City Council
in place 2. During his
tenure as Councilman,
Marshall also served on
the finance committee,
where he, fought to
keep the Pflugerville tax
rate at a small rate; while
I have worked to in-
crease the cities sale tax
revenue by, bringing
new businesses into
Pflugerville.

Over the past five

years, Pflugerville has
seen a lot of growth.
For some residents, this
growth has been a posi-
tive one; while others
see it as a negative one.
According to Brad

Marshall, "the city's
growth and how that
growth remains as
healthy as possible for
many years to come is
now my focus. I'm anx-
ious to step back in and
help guide our future,
as this city faces tre-
mendous pressure. I
am ready for this chal-
lenge."

Finally, Pflugerville
is at a cross-road in
which the next mayor
and city council can de-
termine the pace of
growth. Besides,
Pflugerville has seen a
rise in both its property
tax; and also in the cost
of housing. According to
Fred, a longtime resi-
dent of Pflugerville, "the
increase of property
taxes may drive me out
of this city."  Therefore,
this mayoral election is
crucial for many resi-
dents.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | VILLAGER Columnist

Brad Marshall

1st Annual African Summer Fashion Show.
Photo/Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

2019
Africa
Cup of
Nations

VILLAGER NEWS -
Over the past week, the
African community has
been watching the Afri-
can Cup of Nations
(CAF). The CAF Champi-
onship game is the most
prestigious soccer tour-
nament on the African
continent. Champion-
ship games are held ev-
ery two years in which
different African coun-
tries host. During this
competition, sixteen dif-
ferent African nations
strived to win the title of

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

Champion of Africa. In
addition to winning the
championship, the na-
tion would receive an
automatic slot into the
World-Cup games of
Soccer.  As a result, the
nation of Egypt will be
automatically eligible to
compete in the World
Cup Tournament.

The fifteen African
nations that qualified for
this tournament were
Morocco, Madagascar,

Uganda, Tunisia, Algeria,
Sudan, Cameroon, Ivory
Coast, Nigeria, South Af-
rica, Kenya, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Tuni-
sia, Senegal, and
Namibia. While Egypt
was the host of the Afri-
can cup, these sixteen
teams sought to claim
one of Africa's most cov-
eted crowns of a cham-
pion.

Moreover, CAF has
united the African com-
munity in Central Texas.
Over the weekend, nu-
merous people gathered
at a local restaurant to
watch the semi-final
games. Moreover, Alge-
ria will play Senegal for
the finals; while next
Sunday, Tunisia will play
against Nigeria for 3rd or
4th place. The winner of
the African Cup will re-
ceive an automatic bid
for the World Cup. In
other words, there is a
lot at stake during this
tournament.

HOUSING SMARTS CLASS FOR FIRST-TIME
HOMEBUYERS AND DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE

Austinites looking to buying their first home and to possibly qualify for
up to $40,000 in down payment assistance are encouraged to register for the
free Housing Smarts Training Class with the City of Austin this summer.

 To register, visit http://austintexas.gov/news/housing-smarts-class-first-
time-homebuyers-and-down-payment-assistance. Applications must be re-
ceived at least 72 hours in advance of the class and are processed in the order
they are received.

Upcoming Housing Smarts Class Schedule: Thursdays from 4-8 pm | Au-
gust 1st and 8th. For further information, call 512-974-3100, or email
NHCD@austintexas.gov.
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Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

We seek an energetic, enthus-
iastic, and well-organized
person for the position of
Office Administrator/Clerical
part-time. This is a part-time
position of 20 to 25 hours per
week at $450, depending on
workload. Need to be detail
oriented, possess good
customer service skills, some
cash & items handling skills.
Apply Email: phoebesmith
550@gmail.com

 HELP WANTED

New Jobs for the
Week of 07/14/2019

Specialist, CE Admissions
Highland Business Center

Job# 1907011
Assistant, Senior
Administrative

San Gabriel Campus
Job# 1907015

Academic Coach
Highland Campus

Job# 1907010
Director, Gallery
Highland Campus

Job# 1907007
Enrollment Advisor

Highland Business Center
Job# 1907004

Spinderella Sues Salt N Pepa For Unpaid Royalties
By Defender News Service

Members of the iconic 80’s rap group Salt-N-Pepa (from left to right):
Pepa (Sandra Denton), Salt (Cheryl James), and Deidra Roper (Spinderella).

(DEFENDER) -
Spinderella, the DJ
known for her work with
rap trio Salt-N-Pepa, is
suing her former
bandmates in unpaid
royalties.

According to The
Blast, the DJ filed a fed-
eral lawsuit against the
women after they
abruptly fired her.
Spinderella, whose real
name is Deidra Roper is
suing Pepa (Sandra
Denton) and Salt (Cheryl
James.) The lawsuit
states that the group
started recording and
performing in the mid-
1980s. Spinderella says
she helped create the
success of the group.

Even though the
band went into hiatus in
the late 90’s, Spinderella
continued promoting
the band. But things
took a turn in the early
2000s when she discov-
ered there was a “Best
Of” compilation album

being released.
Spinderella said Pepa
told her that she would
pay her $125,000 but
that never happened.

“By the early
2000s, the Defendants
discussed with Roper an
SNP reunion which
would have possibly in-
volved, among other
things, a television show
based on the legendary
female group’s rise to
stardom.”

DJ Spinderella
claims that she was
promised a third of the
group’s profits from the
reality show. While she
was featured on the
show, she has yet to be
paid.

According to The
Jasmine Brand, this law-
suit is a long-time com-
ing. In addition to royal-
ties from the album and
reality show, Spinderella
claims she was never
paid for the 2018 Bill-
board Music Award per-

formance.
The Jasmine Brand

reports that the lawsuit
became necessary when
Spinderella learned,
through SoundExchange,
that the group had
earned more than
$600,000 in royalties over
the last ten years.
Spinderella claims she
hasn’t received any of
that money.

She’s suing for
trademark infringe-
ment, breach of contract
and fraud. She states
that the group used her
name to advertise their
appearances.

Earlier this year,
when Salt-N-Pepa an-
nounced that they were
participating in a tour
with New Kids On The
Block and Naughty By
Nature, but Spinderella
released a statement
sharing that she would
not be joining them be-
cause she was kicked out
of the group.

Corrections Officer Arrested for
Not Performing Legally-Required

Visual Inmate Checks
(TRAVIS, CO) -

The Travis County
Sheriff’s Office has ar-
rested Corrections Of-
ficer Carlos Luna, 21. He
is charged with Tamper-
ing with a Governmen-
tal Record, a Class A
Misdemeanor.

On June 19, 2019,
a supervisor was review-
ing surveillance camera
footage in Building 12 at
the Travis County Cor-
rectional Complex in Del
Valle and noticed Luna
did not appear to be con-
ducting “post visual”
checks on inmates at the
times he recorded in a
logbook.

An Internal Affairs

investigation was imme-
diately opened, which
was followed by a crimi-
nal investigation. During
the investigation, Luna
was reassigned to a po-
sition that did not require
inmate supervision.

Detectives found
that during the week of
June 10-16, Luna logged
49 post visual checks,
but video evidence
shows he did not per-
form 34 of them. Luna

told detectives he had
been falsifying post vi-
sual logs for the last one
to two months. In his in-
terview, he acknowl-
edged the “high impor-
tance” of the checks to
ensure inmates’ safety
and health.

Luna has been em-
ployed with TCSO since
July 16, 2017. His case
is currently under review
for administrative or dis-
ciplinary action.

Listen
Live
)))

Every Friday   8 AM - 9 AM

The Breakfast
Club

www.KAZIFM.org KAZI 88.7 FM
AUSTIN, TEXAS
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SPECTRUM THEATRE
COMPANY TO PRESENT:

PIPELINE

(AUSTIN, TX) -
Spectrum Theatre Com-
pany, Austin’s premier
African-American the-
atre company, will
present Pipeline, by Do-
minique Morisseau, at
the Dougherty Arts Cen-
ter Theatre, 1110 Barton
Springs Road.  Perfor-
mance dates and times
are Friday – Saturday,
July 12 – 13 and July 19 -
20 at 7:30 p.m.  There
will be a special matinee
at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday,
July 13, and a Pay-As-
You-Wish Performance
at 7:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, July 18.  Parking is
free but limited in the
Dougherty parking lots.
For reservations, write
spectrumtheatreco@gmail.com
or call (512) 688-6516.

Pipeline tells the
story of Nya, an inner-
city public high school
teacher who is commit-
ted to her students but
desperate to give her
only son Omari opportu-

nities they’ll never have.
When a controversial in-
cident at his upstate pri-
vate school threatens to
get him expelled, Nya
must confront his rage
and her own choices as
a parent. With profound
compassion and lyri-
cism, Pipeline brings an
urgent American conver-
sation powerfully to the
fore.

D o m i n i q u e
Morisseau has written a
deeply moving story of a
mother’s fight to give
her son a future — with-
out turning her back on
the community that
made him who he is.

Nya will be played
by Spectrum veteran
Kellee Fuller, with Bran-
don Pegram as her son
Omari.  Rounding out
the cast are Anthony
Roscoe as Nya’s ex-hus-
band and Omari’s father
Xavier; Kristin Johnston
as Laurie, another
teacher at Nya’s school;

Khali McDuff-Sykes as
Omari’s girlfriend Jas-
mine; and Ryan Smith as
Dun, a security guard at
Nya’s school. Directed by
Jeremy Rashad Brown

The 2017 New York
production of Pipeline at
Lincoln Center received
rave reviews, with the
New York Times writer
stating that the play
“confirms Morisseau’s
reputation as a writer of
piercing eloquence.”
The Village Voice called
the play “powerful, pas-
sionate, and intelligent.”
And according to Vari-
ety, “Pipe line is an emo-
tionally harrowing, ethi-
cally ambiguous drama
that raises barbed ques-
tions about class, race,
parental duty, and the
state of American educa-
tion.”

Pipeline, the per-
formance, is for mature
audiences.  For more in-
formation write
spectrumtheatreco@gmail.com.

Urban University Youth
Summer Camp Completion

by I. Enterprises | Special to the VILLAGER

(VILLAGER) - The
African American Youth
Harvest Foundation
founded by Mr. Michael
Lofton conducted their
closing ceremony of
their “Urban University”
Summer Camp Program,
hosted at “Austin
Achieve Charter School”.

During that time,
Chief Baker of the Aus-
tin Fire Department vis-
ited the campus, as well
as other Austin officials
to encourage camp
youth attendees.

The participating
students were involved
in many activities, which
included visiting “Camp
Glimmer” (Glimmer of
Hope Foundation) which

is an actual land-camp
with water, and ranch
features. Students expe-
rienced fishing, horse-
back riding and more, at
the camp. Students also,
visited other profes-
sions, in which they
would not usually gain
an opportunity to learn
about.

Urban University
Summer Camp was a six-
week, high impact sum-
mer program, aimed at
preventing summer
learning loss and equip
youth with the intellec-
tual, social, and creative
resources necessary for
academic, career, and
life success. Sessions
also included classes on:

Health/Wellness, Lead-
ership, STEM, Entrepre-
neurship, College/Ca-
reer Readiness, also Arts
/ Humanities.

The closing cel-
ebration included
opening statements
from Mr. Michael
Lofton, Camp overview
/ statistics from Mr.
Louis Hernandez, a
slide show created by
Travis County Interns,
remarks from Ms. Emily
Morisson, and repre-
senting Board Member
Dawn Tisdale. The cer-
emony keynote closing
remarks were com-
pleted by Mr. Nelson
Linder of the Austin
NAACP.

Photo of Urban University Participants, volunteers,
and African American Youth Harvest Foundation staff, and sponsors.

Ralph Harper Named Executive
Director at ECPTOTE

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER
Columnist

Ralph Harper

(VILLAGER) - Ralph
Harper was recently
named Executive Direc-
tor of the Executive
Council of Physical
Therapy and Occupa-
tional Therapy Examin-
ers (ECPTOTE), a state-
wide independent ad-
ministrative government
agency with headquar-
ters in Austin.

He is the first Afri-
can-American to hold
the position.

The mission of
ECPTOTE is to protect
the people of Texas
through the regulation
and enforcement of the
practices of physical
therapy and occupa-
tional therapy. Through
its association with the
Texas Board of Physical
Therapy Examiners and
Texas Board of Occupa-

tional Therapy Examin-
ers, ECPTOTE supports
the regulation of physi-
cal therapists and occu-
pational therapists as
well as supporting the
investigation of viola-
tions of physical thera-
pists and occupational
therapists practice acts.

Harper, 35, will be
responsible for the over-
all management of the
agency. He will serve as
Executive Director of the
Executive Council, Physi-

cal Therapy Board and
Occupational Therapy
Board. He was previously
Senior Accountant at the
agency with responsibili-
ties including Chief Finan-
cial Officer, Purchase/Pro-
curement, Human Re-
sources, Payroll and Chief
Accountant.

Harper said there
are currently about
30,000 licensed physical
therapists and about
17,000 licensed occupa-
tional therapists in Texas.

(VILLAGER) - The
National Women’s Busi-
ness Council (NWBC)
will be hosting a Women
in Small Business
Roundtable in Austin, TX
on July 25, 2019. The
roundtable will explore
the challenges and op-
portunities for women’s
entrepreneurship by
delving into the topic of
access to capital, with a
specific focus on issues
related to credit access,
federal procurement,
and venture capital. The
roundtable discussion will
serve as the springboard
for the Council’s policy
recommendations to
Congress, the President,
and the Administrator of
the Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA) as they
relate to issues affecting
access to capital.

Access to capital
remains the biggest bar-
rier to success for
women entrepreneurs;
according to data from

Pitchbook, in 2017, fe-
male founders only re-
ceived 2.2% or $1.9 bil-
lion of the $85 billion
total invested by venture
capitalists. Only about
8% of partners at top
Venture Capital firms are
women, and research
shows that women typi-
cally “ask for less” than
men do.

NWBC is interested
in hearing from women
business owners and un-
derstanding their unique
perspective in order to
advise Congress, the
President, and the SBA.
As a columnist, I also
think this is a great dis-
cussion to be shared
through your lens.

Please let me know
if you are interested in
attending the
roundtable or writing a
piece on what NWBC is
doing to help advocate
for women business
owners.

NWBC is a non-par-

tisan federal advisory
committee established
to serve as an indepen-
dent source of advice
and policy recommen-
dation to the President,
Congress, and the U.S.
Small Business Adminis-
tration on issues of im-
portance to women
business owners. The
Council is comprised of
eight small business
owners from across the
country, six representa-
tives of national
women’s business orga-
nizations, and one Chair-
person, currently Liz
Sara, who was ap-
pointed by President
Donald J. Trump in Au-
gust of 2018.

Event Details:
WHAT: NWBC

Women in Small Busi-
ness Roundtable

WHEN: July 25,
2019 at 10:00 AM CST

WHERE: The Riv-
eter: Austin - 1145 W.
5th St., Austin, TX 78703

Carla Harris, chair of the National Women's Business Council
Photograph by RJ Sangosti — Denver Post via Getty Images

 Women in Small Business
Roundtable
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