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Soundwaves Students

Draylen Mason

Draylen Mason,
Always

From our Austin Soundwaves students...
The year has flown by, Dray. It was so hard

not to have you here. We missed your presence -
the lack of the strong, low bass sound you pro-
vided, was palpable. But we still talk about you,
almost every day. A lot of the time, it’s a funny
story of something you did (usually to one of us!)
and how we always wanted to get you back, but
never could because we couldn’t really stay mad
at you. Other times it’s just a brief memory: how
excited you got talking about a piece we could
never actually play or how bored you always
looked waiting for us to stop struggling on that
one section of the piece. Or how you would charm
teachers into letting you skip by telling them you
were in every music class. Or how much you loved
Dr. Pepper. Or when you would encourage us and
talk about how, since we’re a family, we lean on
each other and help each other. How you would
always be there for us. And how, despite every-
thing that has happened, you somehow are there
for us. We love you and miss you always.

Film and Talk with
Rev. angel Kyodo williams at

Carver Museum
Rev.
angel

Kyodo
williams

Rev.
angel

Kyodo
williams (AUSTIN, TX) - Join Rev. angel Kyodo williams, a Zen priest and

author who works at the intersections of racial, economic and climate
justice, for a free film screening of Resilience: Vision for a New America,
followed by a discussion at the Carver Theatre, 1165 Angelina St., on
Tues. March 26.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the film begins at 7 p.m. The event is
sponsored by Undoing White Supremacy Austin, Austin Zen Center and
other Austin social justice and meditation groups. Admission is free
and donations will be accepted.

 Resilience: Vision for a New America (70 min), stars Rev. angel as
a leading protagonist, and aims to invigorate a world in which there is
space for the humanity of all. The last years have seen both in the US
and the Netherlands a resurgence of a strong anti-racist and pro-femi-
nist activism. And both here and in the US, coalition is thwarted by
often bitterly polarized discussions around identity. In this context, the
vision and practice angel articulates offers a way to move forward.

Rev. angel Kyodo williams, Sensei is a maverick dharma teacher,
author, and founder of Transformative Change. She applies wisdom
teaching to social issues at the intersections of racial, economic and
climate justice. Her book, Radical Dharma: Talking Race, Love & Lib-
eration is igniting long overdue conversations on what hinders libera-
tion of self and society. Rev. angel notes, “Love and Justice are not two.
Without inner change, there can be no outer change. Without collec-
tive change, no change matters.” She was made for these times.

Edward Crawford Jr.

Puzzling
Number
of Men
Tied to

Ferguson
Protests

Have Died
By JIM SALTER
Associated Press

FERGUSON, Mo. (AP) — Two young men were
found dead inside torched cars. Three others died
of apparent suicides. Another collapsed on a bus,
his death ruled an overdose.

Six deaths, all involving men with connections
to protests in Ferguson, Missouri, drew attention
on social media and speculation in the activist com-
munity that something sinister was at play.

Police say there is no evidence the deaths have
anything to do with the protests stemming from a
White police officer’s fatal shooting of 18-year-old
Michael Brown, and that only two were homicides
with no known link to the protests.

But some activists say their concerns about a
possible connection arise out of a culture of fear
that persists in Ferguson 4 ½ years after Brown’s
death, citing threats — mostly anonymous — that
See MOTIVE WITHOUT SUSPECTS, page 7

African Alliance
host International
artists showcase.
See AFROBEAT
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O’Rourke raises
record-breaking
campaign funds.

See $6.1M
Page 5

Williamson leads
Duke in

March Madness.
See ZION
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    It appears that Black
Colleges and Universities are on
the rise again.  We see many of
our youth making these schools
their choice of places to receive
their education. These schools
were established after slavery as
a place to educate the youth of
the former slaves.   It appears
that Black Colleges and Univer-
sities are on the rise again.  We
see many of our youth making
these schools their choice of
places to receive their education.
These schools were established
after slavery as a place to edu-
cate the youth of the former
slaves.

   Prior to the early 1950’s,
most of the major colleges and
universities were off limits for
Black students.  But the commu-
nities worked hard to see that
these students received a college
education.  The colleges worked
over- time to make sure that
these students received the best
education possible.   Prior to the
early 1950’s, most of the major
colleges and universities were off
limits for Black students.  But, the
communities worked hard to see
that these students received a
college education.  The colleges
worked over- time to make sure
that these students received the
best education possible.

  It appears that more of
the recent graduates are seek-
ing out these schools to begin
that process. Examples of these
schools are Huston-Tillotson Uni-
versity, Prairie View, Texas
Southern University, and Paul
Quinn College in Texas. And the
list is too long to mention here.
However, you can find out more
about these schools and many at
the FOUNTAINEFEST19
HBCUs COLLEGE FAIR that will
be held in Austin April 13, 2019.

   The event will be held at
the Turner Roberts Rec Center,
7201 Colony Loop Drive, from 10
am to 3 p.m.  (see more informa-
tion on page 7). This will be an
opportunity to get information
many of these schools at one
setting. This may help you decide
which schools that you would like
to visit.   The event will be held at
the Turner Roberts Rec Center,
7201 Colony Loop Drive, from 10
am to 3 p.m.  (see more informa-
tion on page 7). This will be an
oppor- tunity to get information
many of these schools at one
setting. This may help you decide
which schools that you would like
to visit.

   As a graduate of Bishop
College, an HBCU institution, I
encourage as many parents and
students to take this opportunity
to get acquainted with many of
these schools before making a
decision as to which school they
want to attend. This event will be
very eye-opening.

Historically
Underutilized
Colleges and
Universities

(HBCUs) to be
highlighted in

Austin
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Save the Date

Adisa Communications
invites you to invites you to invites you to invites you to invites you to celebratecelebratecelebratecelebratecelebrate

with us as we reflect onwith us as we reflect onwith us as we reflect onwith us as we reflect onwith us as we reflect on

24 years24 years24 years24 years24 years
of using our power for good.of using our power for good.of using our power for good.of using our power for good.of using our power for good.

Friday, April 5Friday, April 5Friday, April 5Friday, April 5Friday, April 5
4:00 - 6:304:00 - 6:304:00 - 6:304:00 - 6:304:00 - 6:30

1033 La Posada Dr., Ste. 2201033 La Posada Dr., Ste. 2201033 La Posada Dr., Ste. 2201033 La Posada Dr., Ste. 2201033 La Posada Dr., Ste. 220
Austin, TX 78752Austin, TX 78752Austin, TX 78752Austin, TX 78752Austin, TX 78752
Wine and NoshesWine and NoshesWine and NoshesWine and NoshesWine and Noshes
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Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l

Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,

Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,

Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am

BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net

www.newlincolnmbc.org
Rev. Darron E. Patterson

Pastor

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

GO YE EVANGELISTIC GOSPEL MISSION
(Arena of Refuge and Liberty)

Venu: Super 8, 8128 N. Interstate 35
Austin, Texas 78753

CHURCH WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays: Sunday Celebration 9am - 12 noon

Wednesdays: Systematic Bible Study 6pm-7:30 pm
Fri: “I Believe in Miracle” Prayer Meetings 6-7:30

Join Operation PUSH Prayerline Team Every
Friday @ 6:pm

REV. SAMUEL EHIMEN, Minister in-charge
Tel: 512-506-1645

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.

Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval

Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road - Austin, Texas 78723-1843

(512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Phone: (512) 478-1875
Fax: (512) 478-1892

Bus Ministry: (512) 478-1875

Worship Service          8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training      10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Sunday Services

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street, Austin, TX 78702

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase

a monthly ad for your
church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church
690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor Ph: (512) 626-3660

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11

Zion “The Lion” Williamson chasing a
national championship By John Harris Jr. | VILLAGER

Zion Williamson (@zionlw10/Instagram)

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Duke basketball fresh-
man Zion Williamson is
Exhibit A why college
athletes should be paid
above and beyond re-
ceiving a scholarship to
attend school for free.

Williamson leads
Duke as the team to beat
in the NCAA Division I
men’s basketball tourna-
ment beginning this
week at various loca-
tions across the country.

Whenever Duke
plays in the tournament,
most of America will be
watching. But they won’t
be tuning in to watch
Duke coach Mike
Krzyzewski. Instead, they
will be zeroing in on
Williamson, the most ex-
citing and talented college
basketball player to come
along in some time.

   First of all,
Williamson shouldn’t
even be playing for
Duke. He shouldn’t have
had to play a year in col-
lege. He should be play-
ing in the NBA right now
- and everyone knows it.

You mean to tell me
that Williamson, a man-
child at 6-foot-7 and 284
pounds, couldn’t have
gone right from
Spartanburg Day School
in North Carolina to the
NBA? You’re joking, right?

Playing in the At-
lantic Coast Conference,
the best basketball
league in America,
Williamson was named
ACC Player of the Year
and ACC Rookie of the
Year. He dominated Syra-
cuse, North Carolina and

Florida State in leading
Duke to the ACC Tourna-
ment title and No. 1
overall seed in the NCAA
Tournament.

Just as teenage ten-
nis players and actors
and entertainers aren’t
limited by age and can
turn professional when-
ever they feel like it, col-
lege basketball and foot-
ball players should be
afforded the same cour-
tesy. With Williamson
topping the list.

  Yet something
called the one-and-done
rule forced Williamson
and other talented bas-
ketball players to play at
least one year in college.

 Of course, not ev-
eryone is talented
enough to leap directly
from high school to the
pros. However, there are
exceptions to every rule.
Williamson deserved
better.

Look at what could
have happened to derail
Williamson’s promising
career. What if the knee
injury he suffered in Feb-
ruary was career-end-
ing? But that’s the risk
Williamson was forced
to take, playing for free
instead of playing for
pay.

Want to know why
Williamson should have
had the freedom to go
directly to the NBA from
high school, or at least
be paid extra for what
he’s meant to Duke’s na-
tionally-ranked basket-
ball program? Try these
numbers on for size:

Last year, the NCAA

received $857 million
from Turner for the
broadcast rights to the
NCAA Tournament. In a
few years, the NCAA is
expected to clear more
than $1 billion annually
on the TV deal.

There are 68 teams
in the tournament, with
each team having 13
scholarship players mak-
ing for a grand total of
884 scholarship players
in last year ’s tourna-
ment. If each school
pays $50,000 in scholar-
ship money and room
and board for each bas-
ketball player, that’s still
only $44.2 million in to-

tal compensation from
schools to players in the
tournament.

That’s only five per-
cent of the $857 million!

There’s plenty of
money to go around, but
the NCAA doesn’t want
to share with student-
athletes such as
Williamson who make
March Madness a must-
see event.

Until  the NCAA
comes to its senses and
finally shares the
wealth with its worker
bees, it will continue to
make a mockery of
what is now known as
amateur athletics.

(NATIONAL) - The theme for 2019 is “Visionary
Women: Champions of Peace & Nonviolence.” This year
we honor women who have led efforts to end war, vio-
lence, and injustice and pioneered the use of nonvio-
lence to change society. These Honorees embraced the
fact that the means determine the ends and so devel-
oped nonviolent methods to ensure just and peaceful
results.

For generations, women have resolved conflicts in
their homes, schools, and communities. They have re-
jected violence as counterproductive and stressed the
need to restore respect, establish justice, and reduce the
causes of conflict as the surest way to peace. From legal
defense and public education to direct action and civil

disobedience, women have expanded the American tra-
dition of using inclusive, democratic and active means
to reduce violence, achieve peace, and promote the com-
mon good.

From women’s rights and racial justice to disarma-
ment and gun control, the drive for nonviolent change
has been championed by visionary women. These
women consciously built supportive, nonviolent alter-
natives and loving communities as well as advocating
change. They have given voice to the unrepresented and
hope to victims of violence and those who dream of a
peaceful world.

Submitted by Barbara Foreman with permission
from the National Women’s History Alliance.

National Women’s History 2019
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

One Act Play UIL Combining Classical With Hip Hop

Sunday, March 17,
marked the final perfor-
mance of The Hip Hop
Orchestra in Austin. The
performance was held
within the Bates Recital
Hall, 2406 Robert Des-
man Drive Austin, Tx
78712. The Bates Recital
Hall actually holds the
country’s largest tracker
organ. The Visser-
Rowland organ is three
stories in height, 24 tons
in weight, and contains
5,315 pipes. The Bates
Recital Hall not only
holds the largest organ,
but it also holds an
amazing Hip Hop Or-
chestra when they come
to Austin. The Hip Hop
Orchestra is known as
Thee Phantom and The
Illharmonic Orchestra.
Thee Phantom and The
Illharmonic Orchestra
returned to Austin with
new music and a larger
ensemble.

The Illharmonic Or-
chestra specializes in hip
hop with classical or-
chestral music. Under
the sponsorship of The
Links Org. and The Vil-

lager Newspaper, I was
able to travel and wit-
nesses the orchestra
alongside my cousin
who is also a writer for
The Villager Newspaper.
This year was my second
year being able to see
the Illharmonic Orches-
tra perform, and I abso-
lutely fell in love with it
all over again. Many
older but popular songs
were played and mixed
in with orchestral
sounds to produce a
sense of new music. Rap
was incorporated into
the performance during
the musical part of it all.
The combination and
merging of the genres
was stunning. Audience
participation was in-
cluded in their routine to
keep everyone engaged,
not that they needed it.
It’s upsetting that this
year marked the last
year they were perform-
ing in Austin, Thee Phan-
tom announced it during
their performance.

Having the oppor-
tunity to experience the
orchestra twice, was
truly amazing. I’m glad I
had the chance to see
them for their last show
here in Austin. For those
of you who have not wit-
nessed the Hip Hop Or-
chestra, I strongly en-
courage you to see
them. Trust me when I
say, that the traveling
will be worth it.

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

Sarah Robertson
Connally H. S.

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

Conduction, Convection, Radiation

Have you ever won-
dered how heat trans-
fers through a a pan? Or
maybe how it moves
through water like noth-
ing? Well it is all because
of conduction, convec-
tion, and radiation, the 3
types of heat transfers
from one thing to an-
other. Conduction is the
process by which heat or
electricity is directly
transmitted through a
subtle when there is a
difference of tempera-
ture. this also mean that
without movement of
the material.

Convection, Con-

vention is the move-
ment caused within a
fluid be the tendency of
hotter and therefore less
dense material to rise.so
then the colder the ma-
terial to sink, because of
gravity. Radiation is the
emission of energy as
electromagnetic waves
or as moving subatomic
particles. These energy
particles cause ioniza-
tion making high energy
particles that emit from
the heat.

All of these meth-
ods are how heat is
transferred from one
thing to another. Heat is
an conductor that can
pass mostly anything
depending on the mate-
rial. Plus the hot water
sinks to the bottom
while the cooler air re-
mains at the top. the 3
types of heat transfer
through direct contact is
important and i hope
this gave you a greater
understanding of it.
Thanks for reading!

This past week I
had the absolute honor
of participating in UIL
theatre one act play.
One Act plays are where
high schoolers or middle
schoolers perform for
three judges to show-
case the play that they
have chosen.  Connally
High School chose the
play “And They Dance
Real Slow in Jackson.”

The play is about a
girl name Elizabeth Wil-
low and she is crippled,
has metal braces around
her legs and she is in a
wheelchair.  The story is
based in the late 1960s
in the early 1970s in a
small town called Jack-
son, Indiana. Through-
out the play you see the
struggles of what the

town gossip and the
voices inside her head
do to her; how they
slowly break her apart.

I was blessed of
playing Beth Willow,
Elizabeth’s Mom.  Beth
Willow is a very strong
woman who thinks what
best for her family.  Her
along with her husband
realizes because of their
daughter ’s condition
they will not be able to
do a lot of things.
Throughout the process
of preparing for the play
I’ve learned what it takes
to become a better ac-
tress and learned the
behind the scenes of
one act plays.  Plus, the
hard work that comes
with them. On the day of
competition my whole
cast was nervous and
anxious of what the re-
sults of our performance
was going to be. We per-
formed really well but
unfortunately, we fell
short and didn’t advance
to state which we had
hoped we would. Even
though we fell short I
can’t wait to do better
next year and maybe we
might even advance to
state.

Kennedy George
Weiss High School

Ruby George
Cele Middle School

Zaila Pearl Rowland
TOPS

 Hip-Hop Orchestra

Spring Time

This past Sunday I
attended the  hip hop
orchestra concert. It was
my first time going and I
really enjoyed myself. I
had never heard of a Hip
Hop Orchestra so I
wasn’t sure what to ex-
pect. The first performer
was a female rapper. She
performed her own
original songs and did
very well. There were

other performers and
then there was the main
act. A husband and wife
performed different
genres of songs mixed
together. They rapped,
sang and had a rap
battle. I think the wife
won because she re-
ceived more cheers.
They also had a DJ who
played music and he was
funny. The best part for
me was the orchestra.
The music was very
beautiful. I only knew a
couple of songs because
most of the songs were
older songs or originals.
They performed “All the
Stars” from the Black
Panther Soundtrack.
That was my favorite
performance. I am glad I
was able to go this year
because it was their last
performance.

Spring time is here.
It started last week, but
today I am really starting
to feel like it is actually
spring and not winter. I

went for a walk today
and the weather is great.
There are flowers all
around and I explored
the woods with my
friend.

On my way to the
park I saw some cardi-
nals. When I was at the
park I got to lay down
and look at the sky. It
was bright outside with
a few clouds. The breeze
was nice. I don’t go out-
side much so this was
cool to go out. I’ll prob-
ably never go outside for
the rest of spring break
other than work.

The Best Sleepover Ever

I started Spring
Break off with some fun
activities with my
friends. The day after I
got out of school, which
was Friday, one of my
friends invited me to go
to a movie with her. Of
course I wanted to go!
The movie wasn’t until
seven, so some of my
friends invited me to
StoneHill shopping cen-

ter to walk around and
eat. So after I did that, I
came back home, and
my friend picked me up.
We got dropped of at
the movies, and we
watched “A Madea’s
Family Funeral” and it
was hilarious! The friend
that I went to movies
with, It was her birthday
party the next day. She
was going to pick me up
a couple of hours before
the party, and then after
the party, me and her
were going to have a
sleepover at her house.
Her mom made the best
dinner ever! We went
outside to eat and did
some tumbling.

My favorite part was
when we watched scary
movies. Who wants an-
other sleepover this
week? I know I do!

www.TheAustinVillager.com

@TheVillagerATX

TheVillagerAnd
BlackRegistryCompany
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SXSW FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES 2019 AUDIENCE AWARD WINNERS

(VILLAGER NEWS) - Austin, Texas – March 21,
2019 – The South by Southwest® (SXSW®) Confer-
ence and Festivals announced the Audience Award
winners from the Narrative Feature Competition,
Documentary Feature Competition, Narrative Spot-
light, Documentary Spotlight, Visions, Midnighters,
Episodic Premieres, Global, Festival Favorites and
Design Award categories. Audience Award results
for all categories were certified by the accounting
firm of Maxwell Locke & Ritter.  Also announced
were the 2019 Virtual Cinema Jury Award Winners.

The Audience Awards follow the previously-
announced 2019 Jury Awards, which included
Grand Jury Winners Alice for Narrative Feature and
For Sama for Documentary Feature. For the com-
plete list of 2019 Award Winners, visit
www.sxsw.com/festivals/film-awards/.

Over the course of nine days, the 2019 SXSW
Film Festival screened 133 features, consisting of
102 World Premieres, 9 North American Premieres,
and 3 US Premieres, with 62 first-time filmmakers.

101 shorts and music videos will screen as part of
12 curated shorts programs, plus two episodic pi-
lot programs. The 256 films were selected from
8,496 overall submissions, including approximately
2,361 features and 4,734 shorts.

2019 SXSW Film Festival Audience Award
Winners:

NARRATIVE FEATURE COMPETITION
Audience Award Winner: Saint Frances
Director: Alex Thompson
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE COMPETITION
Audience Award Winner: For Sama
Directors: Waad al-Kateab, Edward Watts
NARRATIVE SPOTLIGHT
Audience Award Winner: The Peanut Butter

Falcon
Director: Tyler Nilson, Michael Schwartz
DOCUMENTARY SPOTLIGHT
Audience Award Winner: Running With Beto
Director: David Modigliano
VISIONS
Audience Award Winner: The Garden Left Be-

hind
Director: Flavio Alves
MIDNIGHTERS
Audience Award Winner: Boyz In The Wood
Director: Ninian Doff
EPISODIC PREMIERES
Audience Award Winner: Ramy
Showrunner: Bridget Bedard
GLOBAL
Audience Award Winner: Cachada: The Op-

portunity
Director: Marlén Viñayo
 FESTIVAL FAVORITES
Audience Award Winner: Raise Hell: The Life

& Times of Molly Ivins
Director: Janice Engel
Film Design Awards and the Virtual Cinema

Jury Award winners can be found on
www.sxsw.com/festivals/film-awards/.

SXSW 2019 is sponsored by Capital One,
Mercedes-Benz, Bud Light, Uber Eats, and The Aus-
tin Chronicle.

Virtual Cinema Jury Award Winners Also Announced

Anderson .Paak - 'Bubblin' | Credit: Calmatic Still Frame from A Handful of Dust - Main Titles | Credit: Its Got Stealth

By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

BETO O’ROURKE RAISES RECORD-BREAKING
$6.1 MILLION IN THE FIRST 24 HOURS OF HIS

GRASSROOTS CAMPAIGN FOR PRESIDENT
(EL PASO, TX) - Beto O’Rourke raised a record-

breaking $6,136,763 in online contributions during
the first 24 hours of his grassroots campaign for Presi-
dent of the United States. Without a dime from PACs,
corporations or special interests, he received contri-
butions from every state and territory in the nation.

”In just 24 hours, Americans across this coun-
try came together to prove that it is possible to run
a true grassroots campaign for president — a cam-
paign by all of us for all of us that answers not to
the PACs, corporations and special interests but to
the people,” said O’Rourke.

The historic news comes after O’Rourke kicked
off his campaign on Thursday with a three day, 13
county, 837 mile road trip across Iowa to visit with,
listen to and learn from communities throughout
the state including eight counties that voted for
President Obama in 2012 before selecting Donald
Trump in 2016. Yesterday, O’Rourke continued his
grassroots drive with a return to Wisconsin where
he held events in Madison and Milwaukee. He is
visiting Michigan and Ohio today before traveling
to Pennsylvania, New Hampshire and other states
later this week. 2020 Presidential Candidate Beto O'Rourke

Comcast Formally
Launches Afro and

Cleo, Two New Black-
Centric Networks

By Stacy M. Brown,
NNPA Newswire
Correspondent

(NNPA) - During a
star-studded evening
complete with a Red Car-
pet entry at the
Newseum in Washing-
ton, D.C., Comcast for-
mally announced the
addition of two televi-
sion networks that high-
lights the company’s
commitment to diver-
sity.

TV One’s Cleo TV
and Afrotainment’s Afro
are the latest indepen-
dent channels to receive
broad distribution on
Comcast’s cable sys-
tems.

“African Americans
have stories to tell and
we’re not monolithic
people, we come from
different backgrounds,”
said Michelle Rice, the
general manager at Cleo
TV.

“I’m excited that

this is by us, for us and
there’s going to be a lot
of great content that re-
flects our lifestyle,” said
Rice, who joined cast
members from various
Cleo TV shows, execu-
tives from Comcast Afro
and others to celebrate
the launch of the new
channels at the
Newseum on Thursday,
March 14.

Cleo TV is billed as
a lifestyle and entertain-
ment network that tar-
gets millennial and Gen
X women of color.

Derived from the
name Cleopatra, one of
the most powerful,
trendsetting, rule-break-
ing and iconic women in
history, Rice said Cleo
will offer quality content
that “defies negative and
cultural stereotypes of
today’s modern
women.”

Rice, a TV One vet-
eran, has overseen and
led all business, opera-

tional and creative as-
pects of the network and
she’s also credited with
green-lighting and pre-
miering successful series
like “Uncensored,”
“We’re the Campbells,”
and “ATL Homicide.”

Among the many
duties at TV One, Rice
handled domestic and
international program
sales and distribution for
the network.

Meanwhile, Afro
also offers a culturally
diverse peek into the
global black community,
said Yves Bollanga, the
CEO and founder of
Afrotainment.

When Bollanga
moved to the United
States from Cameroon in
2000, he said he turned
on the television and
immediately noticed a

void for black viewers.
Bollanga previously

founded several media
companies, one of which
is AB ROLL, a video pro-
duction company based
in France.

He also co-founded
Telesud with a childhood
friend, Constant Nemale.

Telesud was the first
Pan-African TV channel in
Europe and Africa.

In 2005, under
Bollanga’s leadership,
Telesud launched in
America on DISH.

Later, he partnered
with Shafquat Chaudhary
to found Afrotainment
and the company now
features 10 channels:
Afro, Afrotaiment,
Afrotainment Plus, Africa
Box Office, Haiti HD, TV
Naija, Yebo, Oui TV,
Afrotainment Music, Afro

Sports.
“Comcast is excited

to add both Afro and
Cleo TV,” said Keesha
Boyd, the Executive Di-
rector, Multicultural
Products at Comcast
Cable.

“We remain com-
mitted to delivering a
wide array of program-
ming by partnering with
independent networks,
such as [Cleo and Afro],
to better serve our in-
creasingly diverse cus-
tomer base,” said Boyd,
who was among the
many to attend the
launch at the Newseum.

Attendees included
Urban One Founder
Cathy Hughes, Sister
Circle hosts Rashan Ali
and Syleena Johnson;
singer Brave Williams;
Project Runway winner

Urban One Founder Cathy Hughes (left) with
Urban One President and CEO Alfred Liggins
III (Center) and Cleo TV “New Soul Kitchen”

Star Chef Jernard Wells.

Liris Crosse, Chef JJ and
April Reign of “Cleo
Speaks.”

After evaluating
more than 50 proposals,
Comcast said in choos-
ing Cleo and Afro that its
main criteria were the
content of the network;
whether the network
was fully financed; and
whether the network’s
ownership and/or man-
agement group(s) are
well established, have
relevant experience, and
are substantially owned
by African-Americans.

“The offerings from
both Afro and Cleo TV
serve as an excellent
complement to the
growing catalog of pro-
gramming choices we
offer about global black
communities,” Boyd
said.
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Presidential Candidate
Andrew Yang Visits Austin

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Recently, Andrew Yang,
Presidential candidate
for 2020 made a stop in
Austin, Texas. While
visiting, Yang popped in
numerous organiza-
tions including the An-
drew at the Asian
American Resource
Center in Austin. More-
over, Zora, an attendee
stated, "Presidential
candidates don't usu-
ally stop in the Austin
area during the early
stage of campaigning.
Therefore, it was an
honor to see him here."

Moreover, Yang as-
serted he is running, be-
cause he's confident we
are going to automate
away millions of jobs in
the next number of
years and we need big
changes to get through
this time. "The elimina-
tion of four million

manufacturing jobs in
Ohio, Michigan, Pennsyl-
vania, and other
midwestern states gave
us Donald Trump. The
displacement of retail
workers, truck drivers,
fast food workers, call
center operators, etc.
will strain our society
beyond repair."  There-
fore, he plans to address

the working class issues
during the campaign.

Furthermore, there
are twelve Democrats
competing in the 2020
Presidential primaries.
Unlike other candidates,
Andrew Yang comes
from a business back-
ground and doesn't pos-
sess a political or mili-
tary background.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Pooja Sethi and Andrew Yang.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Afro Beat Event (L - R): Tango, Melissa Peng, and Sam Osemene.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

The 2K19 South by
Southwest Experience

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
During the South by
Southwest phenom-
enon, a plethora of mu-
sicians, artist, writers,
and film directors turned
out from near and far,
such as China, India,
New Zealand, Australia,
France, England, and
traveled Highway 290 to
get a taste of this event.

Attendee and mu-
sic producer, Johnie
"Suade" Gillium Jr ar-
rived from Houston,
Texas. According to
Johnie, "this event was a
must stop location to
promote some of
Houston's talented rap-
pers."

Despite the vast

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
Villager Columnist

Pictured left to right: Artist Hustin and
producer Johnie "Suade" Gillum.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Afro Beat Showcase

amount of local shoot-
ing, Johnie enjoyed and
felt very happy to be a
part of the SXSW atmo-
sphere. "As a producer,

this type of event helps
me to discover, meet,
and learn about new art-
ists. This has been a real-
life experience."

(VILLAGER NEWS) - As Spring approaches, festivities in downtown
Austin increase. Recently, the African Community held their Afro Beat
SXSW event. According to the organizer, "it was an opportunity for the
African Community to come together, enjoy and celebrate." Attendees
also had a chance to met celebrities such as Tango and DJ Runtown.

In addition, fans were greeted with a red carpet photo-op with ce-
lebrities present, followed by a showcase by Tango and DJ Runtown.
According to DJ Runtown, "it was an honor to be in Austin, the crowd
really enjoyed the performance, and I hope to be back next year. In ad-
dition, Tango stated, "it was an opportunity to feature my Jamaican
culture."

The African Alliance stated this event was meant to foster unity
within the city. Moreover, organizers mentioned, they were pleased to
have the support of Sam Osemene, owner of the Nigerian Restaurant/
African Market located on 10805 N. Lamar. His support shows that the
business is dedicated to building up the community in the Central Texas
area.

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | Villager Columnist

NNPA Honors Black Lives
Matter Founder with

Newsmaker of the Year Award
By Stacy M. Brown,

NNPA Newswire
Correspondent
Alicia Garza said

she’s “super excited”
about being named the
National Newspaper
Publishers Association
(NNPA) 2019
Newsmaker of the Year,
an award she’s sched-
uled to receive on Thurs-
day, March 21, in Wash-
ington, D.C., during
Black Press Week.

“I’ll say it’s really
humbling when the
community reaches out
and lifts you up for the
work you and your team
is doing to make black
people powerful,” said
Garza, one of the co-
founders of the Black
Lives Matter Move-
ment.

Garza, who coined
the term “Black Lives
Matter,” is an Oakland-
based organizer, writer,
public speaker and free-
dom fighter who also
serves as the special
projects director for the
National Domestic
Workers Alliance which
stands as the nation’s
leading voice for dignity
and fairness for the mil-
lions of domestic work-
ers in America, accord-
ing to Garza’s online bio.

Along with Opal
Tometi and Patrisse
Cullors, Garza founded
the Black Lives Matter
network which is recog-
nized globally for its fo-
cus on combatting anti-
Black state-sanctioned
violence and the op-
pression of all Black
people.

Since the rise of the
Black Lives Matter
movement, Garza has
become a powerful
voice in the media with
articles and interviews
appearing in publica-
tions like Time, Essence,
and the New York
Times.

Additionally, Garza
said power is about
making sure that there
are consequences
where needed, includ-
ing at the polls.

“The power at the
polls means that select-
ing a leader that will
take our concerns and
experiences into ac-
count because they are
shaping policy and shap-
ing culture in the United
States and there are so
many different barriers
for Black people,” Garza
said.

Garza’s Black Fu-
tures Lab works with
Black people to trans-
form communities,
building Black political
power and changing the
way that power oper-
ates – locally, statewide,

and nationally, she said.
“The problems fac-

ing Black communities
are complex. The solu-
tions to these problems
will come from our
imagination, our innova-
tion, and experimenta-
tion,” Garza said.

“Today, Black Lives
Matter is an organiza-
tion with over 40 chap-
ters in four countries,
and it is the civil rights
movement of our gen-
eration,” she said.

“I think what we’ll
see in the next year and
next few years is Black
Lives Matter moving
into electoral politics
and policy,” Garza said.

In addition to the
NNPA Newsmaker of the
Year Award, the activist
and visionary has re-
ceived numerous other
accolades and recogni-
tion including the 2016
Glamour Women of the
Year Award, the 2016
Marie Claire New Guard
Award, and as a Com-
munity Change Agent at
the 2016 BET Black Girls
Rock Awards.

Alicia Garza/Courtesy Alicia Garza Facebook

NLC Pushes
for Federal

Government to
Invest in

Infrastructure
By George

Kevin Jordan,
AFRO Staff Writer

Mayor Muriel
Bowser and over 2000
municipal leaders met
this week during the Na-
tional League of Cities
(NLC) Congressional City
Conference held this
week in Washington.
Bowser, who is chair of
the NLC’s Housing
Taskforce, pushed for
federal corporation in
improving infrastructure
and housing for all.

The NLC has a ro-
bust agenda for federal
government including:
Act as a champion for
tax-exempt municipal
bonds, the primary fi-
nancing mechanism for
state and local infra-
structure projects. Any

policy to alter the tax-
exempt status of these
bonds will cost local gov-
ernments billions of dol-
lars and prevent many
projects from going for-
ward; Support adequate
and reliable long-term
funding for infrastruc-
ture reflecting local
needs and priorities;
Support a vibrant web of
connected transporta-
tion options — from
transit and air to rail-
ways, roads, and water-

ways — as a means to
reduce congestion, pro-
tect the environment,
and stimulate economic
development; Encour-
age and promote de-
ployment of broadband
networks in a competi-
tive and technologically
neutral manner, while
preserving local author-
ity to take action to en-
sure that residents have
access to high-speed
Internet and other com-
munications services.

National League of Cities (NLC) is pushing for
the federal governemtn to invest in affordable
housing and infrastructre. D.C. Mayor Muriel

Bowser is chair of the NLC’s Housing
Taskforce. (Courtesy Photo)
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Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

 St. Mary
Missionary Baptist

Church
Director of Music open
position. Please find a
detailed job description @
s t m a r y b a p t i s t . o r g /
Church_Information.html
*Remember to complete
& submit your appli-
cation, attach your resume
and a background check is
require (to be submitted
by the Church.

New Jobs for the Week of
03/17/2019

Specialist, Financial Aid
Highland Business Center

Job# 1903008
Analyst, Business Operations

Service Center
Job# 1903009

Accountant
Service Center
Job# 1903011

Coordinator, Curriculum and
Catalog

Highland Business Center
Job# 1903013

Supervisor, Accounting
Service Center
Job# 1903021

Clerk, Accounting
Service Center
Job# 1903018

Specialist, Outreach
San Gabriel Campus

Job# 1903017
Specialist, Payroll

Service Center
Job# 1903016

Technician, Accounting
Service Center
Job# 1903015

Austin Community
College (ACC) District

 is soliciting requests for
qualifications (RFQs) from firms
for the purpose of selecting
multiple vendors to provide bulk
food services to the following
solicitation:
· Request for
Qualification (RFQ) No. 972-

19-0099-00-S-MS
All qualification responses must
be submitted to the ACC Procure
to Pay Department by no later
than Thursday April 18, 2019 at
2:00 P.M., Central Standard Time
(CST).
Solicitation documents are
available on the ACC Purchasing
website at http://
www.aust incc.edu/off ices/
p u r c h a s i n g / a d v e r t i s e d -
solicitations, or at the ACC
Procure to Pay Office with
advance notice at (512)-223-
1056 between the hours of 9:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday.
All responses must be sealed and
returned to the ACC Procure to
Pay Department located at ACC
Service Center, 9101 Tuscany
Way, Austin, Texas 78754, by the
date and time indicated above.
Electronically transmitted
responses will not be accepted
unless otherwise stated in the
documents.
The ACC Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any
and/or all responses and waive all
formalities in the solicitation
process.

St. Louis County police spokesman Shawn McGuire says,
“It’s tough to come up with a motive without a suspect.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

protest leaders continue to receive.
The Rev. Darryl Gray said he found a box in-

side his car. When the bomb squad arrived, no ex-
plosives were found but a 6-foot (1.8-meter) python
was inside.

“Everybody is on pins and needles,” Gray said
of his fellow activists.

No arrests have been made in the two homi-
cides. St. Louis County police spokesman Shawn
McGuire said witnesses have simply refused to
come forward, leaving detectives with no answers
for why the men were targeted.

“We don’t believe either one was connected
to each other,” McGuire said, but adding, “It’s tough
to come up with a motive without a suspect.”

Ferguson erupted in protests in August 2014
after officer Darren Wilson fatally shot Brown dur-
ing a street confrontation. Brown was unarmed, but
Wilson said he fired in self-defense when the Black
teenager came at him menacingly.

A grand jury declined to charge Wilson in No-
vember 2014, prompting one of the most violent
nights of demonstrations, and one of the first activ-
ist deaths.

Deandre Joshua’s body was found inside a
burned car blocks from the protest. The 20-year-
old was shot in the head before the car was torched.

Darren Seals, shown on video comforting
Brown’s mother that same night, met an almost
identical fate two years later. The 29-year-old’s bul-
let-riddled body was found inside a burning car in
September 2016.

Four others also died, three of them ruled sui-
cides.

— MarShawn McCarrel of Columbus, Ohio,
shot himself in February 2016 outside the front door
of the Ohio Statehouse, police said. He had been
active in Ferguson.

— Edward Crawford Jr., 27, fatally shot himself in
May 2017 after telling acquaintances he had been dis-
traught over personal issues, police said. A photo of
Crawford throwing a tear gas canister back at police
during a Ferguson protest was part of the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch’s Pulitzer Prize-winning coverage.

— In October, 24-year-old Danye Jones was
found hanging from a tree in the yard of his north
St. Louis County home. His mother, Melissa
McKinnies, was active in Ferguson and posted on
Facebook after her son’s death, “They lynched my

In this Aug. 13, 2014, file photo Edward Crawford Jr., returns a tear gas canister fired by
police who were trying to disperse protesters in Ferguson, Mo. Six young men with connections
to the Ferguson protests, including Crawford, have died, drawing attention on social media
and speculation in the activist community that something sinister is at play. Police say there
is no evidence the deaths have anything to do with the protests and note that only two were
homicides. But activists and observers remain puzzled and wonder if they’ll ever get answers.
Crawford fatally shot himself in May 2017 after telling acquaintances he had been distraught
over personal issues, police said. (Robert Cohen/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP, File)

baby.” But the death was ruled a suicide.
— Bassem Masri, a 31-year-old Palestinian

American who frequently livestreamed video of
Ferguson demonstrations, was found unresponsive
on a bus in November and couldn’t be revived. Toxi-
cology results released in February showed he died
of an overdose of fentanyl.

The Ferguson protests added momentum to the
national Black Lives Matter movement, but they also
generated resentment from people angered by TV
footage of protesters hurling rocks and insults at po-
lice. Amid lingering anger, activists and observers say
that while they see no clear connection between the
deaths and the protests, they can’t help but wonder
about the thoroughness of the investigations.

“These protesters and their deaths may not be
a high priority for (police) since there is this antago-
nistic relationship,” Washington University sociolo-
gist Odis Johnson said. “I think there is a need for
them to have a greater sense of urgency.”

Activists say that in the years since the pro-
tests, they have been targeted in dangerous ways.

“Something is happening,” said Cori Bush, a
frequent leader of the Ferguson protests. “I’ve been
vocal about the things that I’ve experienced and still
experience — the harassment, the intimidation, the
death threats, the death attempts.”

Bush said her car has been run off the road,
her home has been vandalized, and in 2014 some-
one shot a bullet into her car, narrowly missing her
daughter, who was 13 at the time.

She suspects White supremacists or police
sympathizers. Living under constant threat is ex-
hausting, she said, but she won’t give in.

“They shut us up and they win,” Bush said.
It’s unclear if residual stress from the protests

or harassment contributed to the suicides, but
Johnson said many activists feel a sense of hope-
lessness.

“This has to have a big impact on their mental
health,” Johnson said. “For many, law enforcement
is not a recourse. Many times, law enforcement is
not on their side.”

Experts say the deaths also are indicative of a
concern at the core of the protests — the underly-
ing difficulty of life for young people of color. Five
of the men who died were Blacks in their 20s.

Black St. Louis County residents are three times
more likely than Whites to be poor, often meaning
they lack adequate health insurance that could allow
them to better address not only physical ailments but
mental health issues like depression and anxiety.

They also tend to live in areas with higher crime
rates. The 2010 U.S. census showed that while people
who live in wealthy and mostly White western St. Louis
County can expect to live well into their 80s, life ex-
pectancy in parts of mostly Black north St. Louis County
reaches only into the 60s. Life expectancy in Kinloch, a
few miles from Ferguson, is 56.

Forty-five of the county’s 60 homicide victims
last year were Black in a county where less than a
quarter of the population is Black, according to po-
lice statistics.

“Here in St. Louis, unfortunately, we have allowed
the culture of crime and violence to morph into di-
mensions that anybody’s at risk any day, any time,”
said James Clark of the nonprofit Better Family Life.

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Nonprofit Fund
Offering $5,000 Grants

to Innovative
Young People

(VILLAGER NEWS) - There are a lot of young
people with new ideas, enthusiasm and passion, but
without the financial means to change their dreams
into reality. The Hunter Watson Memorial Fund is
now offering grants to help support these young
innovators and their projects.

   Founded in memory of Hunter Brooks
Watson, a college sophomore who died as a pas-
senger in a distracted driving accident, the Memo-
rial Fund offers grants of up to $5,000 to provide
young men and women between the ages of 16 and
25 with the financial means to take their ideas and
dreams to the next step.

   The deadline for the next grant cycle is June
15, 2019 and the Fund is encouraging young people
to submit their applications as soon as possible.
There is no cost or obligation to apply. Applications
are evaluated by a committee looking for innova-
tive ideas in a variety of areas, including music, the
performing arts, computer technology and entre-
preneurship.

   In recent grant cycles the Memorial Fund has
helped finance new Internet and cell phone appli-
cations, music and performance projects, audio and
video recording, and expansion of online busi-
nesses, all projects developed by passionate young
people. 

   Grant applicants need not be in school and
the grants are not scholarships nor intended to
cover tuition costs. The grants are direct financial
support for a young innovator’s project and come
with the help of a mentor to help the grant winner
move his or her project forward.

   Further information, and the grant applica-
tion itself, is available online at hunterwatson.org/
grants. The application deadline for the current
grant cycle is June 15, 2019.
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COMMENTARY: The Black Women Jailed for ‘Stealing’ an Education
The Inequity of the Elite College Admissions Scam

By Stacy M. Brown | NNPA Newswire Correspondent | @StacyBrownMedia

Photo: Tanya McDowell during her sentencing (everipedia.org).

(NNPA) - Actress
Lori Loughlin was taken
into custody by the FBI
Wednesday in Los Ange-
les after she, fellow
movie star Felicity
Huffman and 48 others
were charged in a $25
million college admis-
sions scam that ABC
News said has prompted
repercussions from Hol-
lywood to the board-
rooms of major corpora-
tions.

A former cast mem-
ber on the ABC sitcom
“Full House,” Loughlin
and Oscar-nominated ac-
tress Huffman, are among
33 parents charged with
conspiracy to commit
mail and wire fraud in the
nationwide scam to get
their children into elite
colleges, including Yale,
Stanford, Georgetown
and the University of
Southern California.

Social media is
abuzz over this case, and
many are wondering
whether anyone will
spend time in jail for
their crimes.

For some, it’s an-
other example of the dif-
ference between when
the white “elite” are
charged with crimes
compared to poor
people of color.

“Kelley Williams-
Bolar and Tanya
McDowell enrolled their
children into Public
School Districts in which
they did not reside,” one

Twitter user with the
handle @dlnodots
wrote.

“They were both
jailed for these crimes.
Should Felicity Huffman
and Lori Loughlin be
held to that same stan-
dard?” the user wrote.

Others on social
media concurred with
@dlnodots.

In 2011, Williams-
Bolar, a black woman,
was sentenced to 10
days in county jail, three
years of probation and
$30,000 in restitution for
lying about her resi-
dency to get her daugh-
ters into a better school
district in Ohio.

For McDowell, the
punishment was worse.

“[McDowell] got 12
years for sending her six-
year-old son to Norwalk,
Connecticut’s Brookside

Elementary School while
she ‘lived’ in Bridgeport,
even though she was
homeless,” said Bishop
Talbert Swan, an activist
and pastor.

“She was convicted
of 1st degree larceny for
‘stealing’ an education,”
Swan said.

When McDowell
was sentenced in 2012,
she vowed to continue
to fight for a better edu-
cation and life for her
young son.

Authorities said
that her charges were
compounded by the fact
that she twice sold drugs
to an undercover police
officer. The convoluted
case left some scratch-
ing their heads, while
others who had previ-
ously supported
McDowell began to step
away when the drug

charges surfaced.
Some observers sus-

pected that because of
the “stealing” education
case, the homeless
woman was targeted and
set up by authorities, in-
cluding a relentless cold-
hearted prosecutor.

“Who would have
thought that wanting a
good education for my
son would put me in this
p r e d i c a m e n t , ”
McDowell, 34, said at
her sentencing where
she received 12 years in
prison with seven years
suspended.

“I have no regrets
seeking a better educa-
tion for him, I do regret
my participation in this
drug case,” she said.

Norm Pattis, a trial
lawyer who said he’s
fighting for freedom
“one client at a time,”

recently wrote a sober-
ing blog about the
McDowell case.

Pattis, who prac-
tices law in Connecticut,
said the system owes
McDowell.

“I hope Tanya
McDowell will forgive us,
someday, for our hypoc-
risy and cruelty. I hope
her son will as well. But
first she will have to
serve her prison term.
Her son will have to
learn to get along with-
out her,” Pattis said.

Experienced crimi-
nal defense lawyers
know the charges faced
by McDowell often go
hand-in-hand with life
circumstances: “An ad-
dict has to steal, often,
to support their habit,”
Pattis said.

H o w e v e r ,
McDowell was no ordi-

nary drug user, he said.
“She did not steal to sup-
port her habit. She stole
an education from the
City of Norwalk. Yeah,
that’s right. We now
send people to prison
for theft of an educa-
tion,” Pattis said.

McDowell was liv-
ing by her wits with her
kindergarten-age son,
spending time where
she could, most often in
Bridgeport at homeless
shelters.

Simply put, she
wanted a better life for
her son, so she enrolled
him in the Norwalk pub-
lic schools despite hav-
ing no real ties to the
city. “When the city
found out that it was
spending its money edu-
cating her boy, it de-
manded that Ms.
McDowell be charged
with a crime,” Pattis
said. “Norwalk prosecu-
tors, known statewide
for an unreasoning
mean-streak, obliged.
She was charged with
first-degree larceny,” he
said.

At that point,
McDowell had become
something of a folk
heroine and public sup-
port rallied behind her.

Then the under-
cover cops moved in.

“Just who sent
them and why they tar-
geted her is as yet un-
clear. She bought some
narcotics, and was then
charged as a drug user.
Public support for her
vanished,” Pattis said.

“Why, the woman
self-medicates? A home-
less shelter isn’t good
enough for her? She
struggles being a single
mom? Maybe she’s got
mental health issues?
And what’s this about
wanting a better life for
her son? Let’s ware-
house her,” he said.

Pattis added that
McDowell needed help,
not a prison bed.

“But Norwalk pros-
ecutors piled on. They
would not negotiate a
resolution of her sepa-
rate and distinct cases.
No, not these ministers
of justice,” Pattis said.

“A woman is sent
to prison for wanting a
better life for her chil-
dren. She is doing time
for using an i l legal
drug. Had she drunk
herself to death it
would be no crime. Or
had she smoked four
packs of cigarettes a
day to sooth her
jangled nerves, no one
would care. But the
wrong people are prof-
iting from the drugs
McDowell used,” he
said.

Pattis continued:
“We imprison the

sick and call it justice.
Now we imprison the
homeless looking for
something better for
their kids.

“Class war? You
bet. Ms. McDowell just
got sacrificed on the
front lines.”

(DEFENDER NEWS)
- HBCUs have long been
held as a Black students’
home away from home
– where they can receive
the education they de-
serve while escaping the
racism – ranging from
implicit biases to horrific
overt acts of violence –
that can plague other
predominantly white in-
stitutions.

However, enroll-
ment in HBCUs has been
on the decline, as the
Washington Post notes,
until recently where we
are witnessing a resurge
in interest and enroll-
ment at the institutions
that were borne out of

battling racism in educa-
tion during segregation.

The most recent
federal data shows that
in fall 2017, enrollment
into these historical
Black universities and
colleges was up to
298,138, a 2.1 percent
increase from 2016, an
increase that came de-
spite the fact that enroll-
ment has continued to
decline across all U.S.
colleges and universi-
ties.

According to the
Post, HBCUs have seen a
resurge in their attrac-
tion, as the United States
continues to grapple
with its dark history and

the virulent reappear-
ance of overt racism and
violence.

Earlier this year, the
Southern Poverty Law
Center released its an-
nual “Year in Hate” re-
port, which showed that
hate groups have contin-
ued to grow in 2018, bol-
stered by President
Donald Trumps insis-
tence in fanning the
flames of “white resent-
ment over immigration
and the country’s chang-
ing demographics.”

In light of that,
HBCUs have once again
become a haven.

The Post spoke to
students at the 20th An-

nual Black College Expo
held at Bowie State Uni-
versity in Maryland, who
expressed those senti-
ments.

“It ’s nice to be
around people who can
relate to you,” 17-year-
old Leon Smith, from
Upper Marlboro, Md.
told the Post.

“You always want
to be in a situation
where you feel comfort-
able,” Jesse White, who
attended Expo with his
18-year-old added. “And
when you think about
the political environ-
ment in this country
right now. . . .”

It’s something that

admissions officials have
taken note of, and un-
derstand.

“When you think
about what happened in
Virginia a few years ago
and things like that —
students want to be on
a campus where they
feel safe,” Shanice
Pereira, an admissions of-
ficer at Morgan State Uni-
versity in Baltimore, said
referencing the infamous
Unite the Right Rally in
Charlottesville that killed
one counter-protester,
Heather Heyer, and in-
jured several others. “It’s
something that impacts
students and their think-
ing.”

HBCU enrollment on the rise amid increasing racial tensions
By Defender News Service
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