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#SandyStillSpeaks

No more Sandra
Blands!
In case you missed it,
there was a rally at the
State Capitol on Tuesday,
May 7, 2019 to remind
legislators of their duty to
pass legislation that will
make sure there are NO
MORE
SANDRA
BLANDS. Although
almost four years ago she
was found dead in a
Waller County Jail in
Texas, Sandra Bland still
speaks. She was arrested
for not using her turn
signal while making a
turn. This is a violation
that will get you a traffic
ticket, but Sandra was
arrested and thrown in the
county jail. She was found
later hanging in her cell.
Ironically, it was just
announced this week that
the family of Sandra are
demanding a new trial for
the officer who arrested
her and was not found
guilty of violating her
rights. However, the
family did receive a
settlement in the case.
It is also ironic that new
information of the case
came to light recently. It
appears that Sandra Bland
recorded the whole
incident on her cell phone.
However, this evidence
was never revealed in the
case. As a result, the
family is now demanding
a new trial for the officer
who arrested her.
The cell phone video
was very short, but clearly
shows that the officer over
stepped his duties in this
case. Texas legislators
have illustrated that they
will not tolerate people
sworn
to
uphold
principles neglecting
their principles to
withhold evidence
Not that this new
evidence has been shared
with the world, it will be
very interesting to see
what will happen with the
case. The demonstrators
say that they are working
to make sure that what
happened to Sandra
Bland does not happen to
anyone else. We all need
to join in on this protest
to insure that there are
“No More Sandra
Blands.”

Coach Adrian
host 3rd annual
Basketball camp.

See HAYES
Page 4

Rapper Cardi B performs at RodeoHouston on March 1, 2019 in Houston, Texas. © 2019 FRC Media
(VILLAGER NEWS) - On April 30, the ACL MU- forced to cancel his ACL headlining performance in
SIC FESTIVAL announced their 2019 lineup. The Fes- 2018 due to injury.
Kacey Musgraves, The Raconteurs, Gary Clark
tival returns with powerhouse performances featuring Guns N’ Roses, Mumford & Sons, Childish Jr., Lizzo, Thom Yorke Tomorrow’s Modern Boxes,
Gambino, The Cure, Cardi B (Weekend One), Billie James Blake, Lil Uzi Vert, 21 Savage, Tyler Childers,
Eilish, Tame Impala, and Robyn (Weekend Two). This Third Eye Blind (Weekend Two), Rebelution, GRiZ,
fully-loaded bill marks Guns N’ Roses’ first show in RL Grime, Jenny Lewis, BANKS, The Kooks (WeekAustin since 1993 and their first-ever ACL Fest per- end One), Bruce Hornsby & The Noisemakers, Chris
formance. 2019 also represents first time ACL Fest Shiflett and many more will take the stage for the
performances from superstars Cardi B, Billie Eilish 18th annual Austin City Limits Music Festival, takand Robyn, while Mumford & Sons and The Cure ing place October 4-6 and October 11-13 at Zilker
will make triumphant returns alongside a highly Park in Austin, TX. Tickets will are now on sale at
See DIVERSE BILLING , page 8
anticipated set by Childish Gambino, who was

Travis County
Tax Office receives
a name change.

See SPEARS
Page 7

Forget
Game of
Thrones!
Meet
Baby
Rams Charging into NAIA
Sussex
Championships this Month
By Associated Press

By John Harris Jr. | VILLAGER Sports Columnist
Huston-Tillotson University
Track coach

Royce Dennis
(photo courtesy of H-T)

(VILLAGER NEWS) - Huston-Tillotson’s men’s
track and field team will be well-represented at the
upcoming NAIA national championships May 23-25
in Gulf Shores, Ala. Freshman sprinter Cornell Sayles
will compete in the 100 meters. Sayles, who has
been impressive in his first college season, will also
run the second leg on the Rams’ 4 x 100-meter relay team.
The NAIA national championships will feature
individual qualifiers only.
“Numbers tend to go out the window because
when you line up, it’s anybody’s game,” said secondyear coach Royce Dennis, who graduated from H-T in
2003. “I’m confident that we’re going to run well and
I’m confident that we have an opportunity to win.”
A year ago, H-T totaled seven points at the Red
River Athletic Conference Track and Field Championships. At the conference meet last weekend in
Bullard, Texas, the Rams placed fourth with 102
points, winning the 100 meters, 200 meters, 400
meters and 800 meters, and taking second in the 4
x 100 relay.
Sayles won the 100 meters (10.58 seconds) and
200 meters (21.82). Sophomore Anthony Johnson
of Hutto won the 400 meters (49.37) and Iman
Matan, a freshman from San Antonio, won the 800

Baby Sussex, newborn son of Britain’s
Prince Harry and Meghan,
Duchess of Sussex,
meters (2:01.08). Jackie Wilson, Sayles, DeJameous (Dominic Lipinski/Pool
Jefferson and anchor Jimmerick Martin ran the 4 x via AP)
(The AP) - Meghan
100-meter relay in 41.72. Jefferson finished second
declared motherhood to
behind Sayles in the 100 meters (10.72).
“More than anything, we had to turn the cul- be “magic.”
“It’s pretty amazture around,” said Dennis, who competed in the 200
meters and 400 meters under former H-T coach ing,” said the 37-year-old
formerly
Howard Ware and replaced Ware following his re- American
tirement after the 2017 season. “A lot of our kids known as Meghan
come from pretty rough situations. I’m just show- Markle. She said the
ing them love, guidance, discipline and teamwork.” baby had “just been a
Dennis’ contributions at H-T extend beyond dream” and has “the
track and field. Over the last 11/2 years, he helped sweetest temperament.
raise $350,000 for the school, including $320,000 He’s really calm.”
Archie Harrison
from a Glimmer of Hope Foundation, an Austinbased foundation which addresses poverty in rural Mountbatten-Windsor
Ethiopia. ting from H-T and continues to direct a was born Monday at
summer program there for youth. According to 5:26 a.m. (0426 GMT;
Dennis, who continues to direct a summer program 11:26 a.m. CDT). He
for youth at A Glimmer of Hope, computer manu- weighed 7 pounds, 3
ounces (3.26 kilograms).
facturer Lenovo contributed another $15,000.
Family members
“I worked at A Glimmer of Hope, so I would
raise money for the summer camp,” Dennis said. “ I have welcomed the new
would raise money for my church. Raise money for arrival, with Prince WillWorld Water Day in Ethiopia (addressing Ethiopia’s iam saying he was “absolutely thrilled.”
water crisis). I just kind of took it on.”
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THE PASTOR AND
MEMBERS OF THE EAST
NINETEENTH STREET
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH WILL
CELEBRATE THEIR 92nd
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY
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Olivet Baptist Church
Celebrates its
91th Anniversary

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO
Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Colossians 3:12-14
“In Gods House We Are a Loving Family”
(AUSTIN, TX) - In May of 1928, the weather in
Austin was the typical 74 degree day loaded with
sunshine. Austin, Texas was growing and had passed
the City Plan for 1928. The City Plan of 1928 had
provisions to create a “Negro District, east of East
Avenue (IH-35). Prior to then, African American
communities were spread broadly across Austin.

DOUBLE
“R”

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

The Pastor and the Members of
The East Nineteenth Street
Missionary Baptist Church,
3401 Rogge Lane,
Austin, TX 78723,
will proudly celebrate the

92nd Church
Anniversary
on Sunday, May, 19, 2019
at 3:30 p.m...
The Celebration will begin with
a Church Picnic on Saturday,
May 18, 2019 at 11:00 A. M.
Family and Friends are invited.
The Guest Minister for the
Anniversary Service will be
Rev. Shaun Williams,
Pastor of the Pleasant
Olive Baptist Church,
Waco, Texas.
The Theme is “Serving God for
His Goodness”. Scripture:
Psalms 145:3-6. The Pastor and
members cordially invite you to
join us in this celebration.
CONTACT PERSON:
NOLA MARIE DILWORTH
EAST NINETEENTH STREET
BAPTIST CHURCH: 512/928-2401

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase
a monthly ad for your
church?
Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com
or call 512-476-0082

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,
Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714
Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Rev. Darron E. Patterson Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net
Pastor
www.newlincolnmbc.org

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)
SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit: www.gracewaycca.org

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street, Austin, TX 78702
Phone: (512) 478-1875
Fax: (512) 478-1892
Bus Ministry: (512) 478-1875

Sunday Services

Worship Service
8:00 A.M.
Sunday School
9:00 A.M.
Discipleship Training
10:00 A.M.
Worship Service
11:00 A.M.
Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service
7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years
(Daily) 512-478-6709

Olivets First Structure in 1928
Coinciding with the City Plan of 1928, a group
of baptized believers with membership at the First
Baptist Church had a meeting on May 4, 1928 at
the Mosby-Lott Building located at 607 San Jacinto.
The purpose of this meeting was to plan to organize a new church. At this first church conference,
Reverend M.M. Haynes was recommended as temporary committee chairman and Mrs. Beulah
Murphy was chosen temporary secretary.
Within a few days, Reverend M.M. Haynes
entertained a motion from John W. Whitley to name
this newly formed church “Olivet Baptist Church”.
John W. Whitley also recommended the congregation accept this name and that the former pastor of
First Baptist Church, in Austin, Texas, Joseph
Harrington, become the pastor. The leader and
church name were accepted by the body.
Today, Pastor Edward M. Fleming, Sr. serves
as the 7th Pastor of the Olivet Baptist Church, 1179
San Bernard Street in Austin, Texas.
On Sunday, May 19, 2019, Pastor Fleming and
the Olivet Baptist Church family invite the community, to the 10:15 a.m. service. These services will
glorify God for His support of the Olivet Baptist
Church for 91 years. The guest speaker is Pastor
Byron Green, Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, 400
Beaukiss Ln, Elgin, Tx.
Please come celebrate the life, history, legacies and Gods prominence at the Olivet Baptist
Church or visit our website at www.obcaus.org ,
to get more information about the church and upcoming worship celebrations. God bless you!
GO YE EVANGELISTIC GOSPEL MISSION
(Arena of Refuge and Liberty)
Venu: Super 8, 8128 N. Interstate 35
Austin, Texas 78753
CHURCH WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays: Sunday Celebration 9am - 12 noon
Wednesdays: Systematic Bible Study 6pm-7:30 pm
Fri: “I Believe in Miracle” Prayer Meetings 6-7:30
Join Operation PUSH Prayerline Team Every
Friday @ 6:pm
REV. SAMUEL EHIMEN, Minister in-charge
Tel: 512-506-1645

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
5900 Cameron Road - Austin, Texas 78723-1843
(512) 451-0808 (512) 302-4575 Fax
Web Site - www.themount.net

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed., 12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m .

“Ministries For Mankind” Luke 4:18

A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)
AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.
For there is no greater love!

Church Services
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

Rev. H. Ed Calahan
Pastor

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation
Website www.agapebcaustintx.com

A Ministry That Ministers

Globalizing the Gospel
1179 San Bernard Street,
Edward M. Fleming,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023
Sr. Pastor
Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M. OLIVET BAPTIST

Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

CHURCH

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Imani Community Church

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.
Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

Davis Elementray Auditorium
5214 West Duval Road

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval
Austin, Texas 78727
Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH

690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11
Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor

Ph: (512) 626-3660

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Choir concert

Sarah Robertson
Connally H. S.
With the year com-

ing to an close many fine
art programs are having
their spring shows to
give the people one last
show of the school year.
Choir had their last show
on Tuesday April 30th,
the concert theme was
“Road Trip” so we sung
songs about traveling
and songs related to the
theme.
Our opener was the
song “ Life is a Highway”
from the motion picture
Cars, which started off

Rain, Rain Go Away
the show with a bang.
There was so many great
acts and performances
that’s really brought the
show together. I had the
pleasure of accompanying a duet on the piano,
it was such an great experience since I’ve never
done that before. We
ended the show with
“Home” a song by Philip
Philip and our school
song. I had a great time
in choir and I can’t wait
for the next two years.

Tyler Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA
It is raining again
here in Austin. Normally
in Texas we are talking
about our hot weather.

Prairie View
A&M Breaks
Ground on
Student
Housing
Project
(Prairie View,
Texas) — The Texas
A&M System and
Prairie View A&M
Hayes Camp 2018
University on Mon(AUSTIN, TEXAS) – Hello basketball fans and ballers! Are you ready
day broke ground on
for the 3rd year of Hayes Academy Basketball Camp? Coach Adrian Hayes is
student housing that
returning to his home town of Austin, Texas to run the H.A.Y.E.S (Helping Athwill address a growletes Yield Elite Skills) Basketball Camp. The basketball camp had a great turning need for housing
out of young ballers from all over Austin and surrounding areas last year showbecause of recent encasing their skills. This camp will teach fundamentals of basketball as well as
rollment increases.
advanced skills drills.
Phase IX of camCoach Adrian Hayes has been a basketball coach for over 10 years. He
pus housing, which
has coached at the High School, College, and Professional level. With his exwill open by Fall 2020,
perience and knowledge of the game, Austin and surrounding area athletes,
will add 164 units with
would benefit by taking advantage of this skills camp.
Coach Hayes said, “It is exciting to come back and put on a camp that the
Give Your
community will benefit from and also have a chance to look at local talent for
Customers
future recruitment. I have traveled all over the country doing basketball camps,
but it’s coming back to Austin that I look forward too. I want to personally
Something To
invite those ballers from Austin and surrounding areas from ages 7 to 18, who
Read While
are looking to enhance their basketball skills to attend.”
They Wait!
The Hayes Academy youth skills basketball camp will be June 10th-12th
Ask about our
2019 from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Travis High School, 1211 E. Oltorf Street,
Austin, Texas 78704. For more information, contact Coach Adrian Hayes at
distribution
970-620-6146, or register on-line at www.HAYESHOOPS.com. but hurry and
services.
register because spots are filling up fast. See you soon!
Call

Tom Joyner Foundation Announces
Huston-Tillotson University as
May School of the Month
(DALLAS, TX) As one of the nation’s
foremost fundraisers
for Historically Black
Colleges & Universities, the Tom Joyner
Foundation today announced that it has
named
HustonTillotson University
in Austin as its May
2019 School of the
Month.
Formed by the
host of the nationally
syndicated
Tom
Joyner
Morning
Show, the foundation
unveiled the names
of the 2019 schools as
part of its on-going
effort to assist these
institutions in broadening and strength-

ening their efforts to
raise money to help
keep students attending HBCUs.
As one of the
Tom Joyner Foundation ‘Schools of the
Month’,
HustonTillotson will be promoted by the Tom
Joyner Morning Show
and receive those
funds raised from listeners, alumni and
other interested parties that month. The
show, aired in more
than 90 markets
around the country,
reaches more than 10
million people via its
various media platforms.
“HBCUs are a

We know for a fact it is
going to get very hot
here. The temperature
each year according to
weather experts has gotten hotter. We experience more tornadoes,
hurricanes and what
they call straight line
winds.
Now it seems to
rain all the time. The
rainfall is so intense. Six
inches or more now
seems to be quite common. I have found that
temperature rise and
excessive rainfall go
hand and hand. We can't
forget the 40 inches of

rain around Houston
and Rockport Texas. The
world is warming because humans are emitting
heat-trapping
greenhouse
gases.
Warm air holds more
water vapor. As the temperature rises it is expected we will have
more intense rainfall
and snow events. This
will lead to the increase
risk of flooding. This also
means that in areas
where it is not raining
land dries out quickly.
This
causes
drought. Something
must be done soon.

520 beds, bringing
Prairie View close to
its goal of providing
5,000 beds on campus.
Chancellor John
Sharp noted that enrollment has been increasing with the arrival of Dr. Ruth
Simmons, a nationally
known
academic
leader and former
president and administrator at several Ivy
League schools. The
2018 fall enrollment
was 9,516 – up from
8,762 in 2016.
“What a great
problem to have,” said
Chancellor Sharp of
Dr. Simmons’ appeal
to young people.
He also noted the
Board of Regents’

commitment to Prairie
View University:
· Since 2010 the
Board has increased
funding from the
Available University
Fund by almost 80
percent to foster excellence in the classroom.
·
The Regents
also approved $247
million from the Permanent University
Fund for construction
projects and several
Chancellor Research
Initiative awards to
recruit top faculty.
“I have always
said this is the prettiest campus in Texas,”
Chancellor Sharp said.
“And now there is a
real momentum building here.”

512-476-0082
Today

part of my DNA,” said
Joyner, a graduate of
Tuskegee University,
is the foundation’s
chairman and host of
the nationally syndicated Tom Joyner
Morning Show. “Now
more than ever, we’ve
got to support these
schools and their students. HBCUs offer a
nurturing, tough love,
family environment
that has led to contributors to communities around the
world.”
You can donate
to Huston-Tillotson by
Doors open at 9:00a Join us for an event for the ENTIRE
going to TomJ oyner
Foundation.org/do- family all ages and all fitness levels. Dance stations, agility stations
nate, or can text and low impact stations. Contact Bobbie James at 512-797-5054 or
HTURAMS to 41444. jamszkonnections@gmail.com with any event questions.

www.theaustinvillager.com
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Allen Wins Pflugerville School Board Race
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | VILLAGER Columnist

(VILLAGER NEWS)
- On May 4, 2019, residents of Pflugerville,
Texas proceeded to the
polls and decided on
their Place 5 School
Board Representative.
The three candidates
running were; Brian
Allen, Charlie Torres, and
April Griffin. According to
the Travis County Clerk
office, the voter turnout
was 5 % in Pflugerville.
Apart from Allen,

candidate choices. Consequently, Democrats
were divided on whom
to vote for and a runoff
was expected to take
place.
Ultimately, Brian
Allen was elected with a
commanding lead and is

soon be seated to the
School Board. According
to Allen, "I want to thank
everyone for their support. I appreciate
everyone's efforts during
the campaign and I look
forward to serving as a
Trustee."

3rd grade. This is a critical standard to meet,
said Taylor, as all future
education hinges on a
student’s ability to read.
Brian Allen
This funding would be
partially
outcomebased; schools would
get more money upfront to improve reading
standards for economically-disadvantaged students, but would also
get a bonus for every
(AUSTIN, TX) - The student that met stanbill to change the way dards. Schools would
the state pays for public have discretion to use an
education while reduc- accredited reading asing local property taxes sessment other than the
passed the Senate on STAAR test.
Monday, moving the
Districts would get
session’s signature bill additional money for evone step closer to the ery economically disadGuinean American Community Says Goodbye.
governor’s desk. A top vantaged student they
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
priority of state leader- educate, and would get
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | VILLAGER Columnist
ship throughout the more depending on how
year, the bill would re- dense poverty levels are
(VILLAGER NEWS) - Over the weekend the Guinea Association of Austin duce local school prop- in the community
with invited guest of other communities joined together to say farewell to erty tax rates by 10 cents served by the district.
Mrs. Traore Hadja Khadiatou Keita, who is going back to Guinea. The gathering while updating funding Regardless of low inserved as an opportunity to celebrate as a community. In addition, the crowd formulas to better ad- come population, all diswas briefly entertained by Alsemeny, who's a well know Guinean American dress the modern stu- tricts would see more
musician in Central Texas. As the Guinean American Community expands, so dent population in Texas, money though a $740 indoes their desire to showcase their rich musical and vast history to the rest of according to its author. crease in the primary
Austin. The Community has a lot of great artists like Abou Sylla and Alsemeny. “A system that started in variable in the school fiOver the years, Central Texas has seen a drastic growth of the African the early 80s has had nance formula, the basic
Diaspora community. The growth has been fueled due to the Central Texas numerous Band-Aids at- allotment. There’s more
economy. For instance, African immigrants arriving in Austin are looking to tached to it,” said money for dual-lanattain manufacturing jobs that pay a decent wage.
Friendswood Senator guage programs, dysLarry Taylor. “Here we lexia services and postare today with the sys- secondary readiness.
tem that we have: very For teachers, the bill still
complex, very outdated, includes the $5,000 pay
and not meeting the de- raise for all public school
mands we have before teachers and librarians,
us.” The current system but also adds an effecis especially poor, said tiveness-based pay scale
Taylor, at addressing the that would allow disneeds of economically tricts to pay their best
disadvantaged students, teachers more and inwhich make up more crease compensation to
than half of all public those who choose to
school students in Texas work at more challengtoday.
ing campuses.
To
improve
For property taxachievement among that payers, school rates
population, the bill tar- would fall 10 cents and
gets funding increases to- the bill would impleward students from low- ment a 2.5 percent rollincome backgrounds in back rate on local school
early education, including property taxes to slow
money for full-day, high- growth. To pay for this,
quality pre-K programs in the bill initially contemorder to improve the plated a one-cent innumber of kids reading at crease in the state sales
grade level by the end of tax, but an amendment

to the bill developed by
a Senate workgroup
looking at alternatives
would fund it through
other sources. It would
divert part of oil and gas
severance tax revenue,
about $2.3 billion for the
biennium, from the rainy
day fund into a new fund
dedicated toward property tax compression,
called the Tax Reduction
and Excellence in Education (TREE) fund. Along
with some changes in
the way the state collects sales tax from
online purchases and a
reallocation from the
Permanent School Fund,
plus $2.7 billion already
in the budget for property tax cuts, in total the
bill would include about
$5.6 billion in property
tax relief.
If passed into law, it
would mark the first
time in decades that the
state has made significant reforms to education finance without a
court mandate. If the
Legislature doesn’t address school finance on
its own initiative, Taylor
warns the state could
soon find itself in a familiar situation. “We’ve
been given the opportunity to work on this by
the court and now is our
time or we will fall back
into the same old pattern we’ve been doing
for the last 3 decades:
supreme court decision,
Band-Aid, more money
in a particular area, supreme court decision,
Band-Aid, more money
in certain areas,” he said.
“We’ve got to break that
cycle, we’ve got to move
our school finance system into the 21st century.” The bill will now
head into negotiations
with the House to resolve differences between the two versions
of the measure.
The Senate will reconvene Tuesday, May 7
at 11 a.m.

Guinean American Gathering

both Torres and Griffin
are members of the
Pflugerville area Democrats, which, is a club affiliated to the Travis
County Democratic Party.
Torres and Griffin had an
impressive resume, presumed to be the better

SENATE
APPROVES
MAJOR
PROPERTY
TAX AND
EDUCATION
FINANCE
REFORM
BILL
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DRAYLEN MASON
FELLOWS PROGRAM

Barbara’s Book Bag
Daughter of a Daughter
of a Queen
By Sarah Bird

Barbara Williams

(VILLAGER) Applications for the
2019-2020 Draylen
Mason Fellows Program are now open!
Apply by Sunday,
May 12th - click the
photo below for details.
Congratulations
to our DMFP fellows,

Sarah and Cristal, for
being accepted into
the prestigious YOLA
National Festival!
This two-week festival draws young musicians from El
Sistema-inspired programs from across the
country to work with
world-renowned

teachers and musicians in Los Angeles.
The festival ends in a
performance in Walt
Disney Hall, home of
the Los Angeles Philharmonic, and includes a work led by
the orchestra’s Music
Director, Gustavo
Dudamel.

Listen Live )))
Every Friday
8 AM - 9 AM
With

T. L. Wyatt and Damita Shanklin

The Breakfast Club
www.KAZIFM.org

KAZI 88.7 FM

(VILLAGER) - Austin, Texas, Author, Sarah
Bird gives a beautiful
tribute in fiction to Cathy
Williams.
Cathay W illiams,
African American, was
the first woman to enlist
in the peace Time
United States Army, and
the only woman to ever
serve, 1866-1868, with
the Buffalo Soldiers.
Bird takes a small
amount of fact and
weaves a compelling
story about Cathy Williams. Although Williams
is born into slavery, her
mother teaches she and
her younger sister that
they are descendants of
a queen. She is the
queen’s daughter. They
are not slaves. They are
the daughters of a
daughter of a queen the
mother teaches them.
She also teaches the two
of them some of their
native African language.
The mother has their
chest branded and the
marks resemble small
pearls raised on the skin.
Each girl can be forever
identified as sisters.
After Williams is
separated from her
mother and sister from
a sale by their owner,
Williams vows to never
give up in her search to
find them.
She escapes and
joins the Union Army.
She becomes a cook’s
helper. Throughout her
tenure in the army she
encounters and confronts many trials in this
man’s world; but is
able to conceal her identity of being a woman.
The reader roots for her
not to be discovered.

Daughter of a
Daughter of a Queen is
an inspiring and unforgettable story. It captures the attention of
the reader from the very
beginning. It is a carefully researched and well
written book.
The storyline follows Williams throughout her army career and
after in her private life.
The reader finds Williams in situations of danger, love and sometimes
humor, and fight for her
positive survival and success in each case.
Although this is a
work of fiction, Sarah
Bird does a great job of
telling a rich and beautiful story of Cathy Williams. Her book is based
on the little-known story
of the real Cathy Williams.
Integral Care is currently
soliciting proposals through a
Request for Proposals (RFP)
process for Landscaping
Services. RFPs may be sent
electronically, by contacting
Brody
Ballard
at
brody.ballard@integralcare.org
beginning May 3, 2019. The
deadline to submit a proposal
under the RFP is 4 p.m. CST on
May 31, 2019. Historically
Underutilized Businesses,
including Minority-Owned
Businesses and Women-Owned
Businesses, are encouraged to
apply.

I had trouble with
the ending of the book.
However, after personally asking the author
about the ending of the
book’s story, she said she
left it up to the readers
to make their own conclusions about the ending.
The book is approximately 500 pages
long. It ’s well worth
reading. Rating: 4.00/5
“The Pflugerville
Independent School
District will open
Proposals for:
Printing Services
on Wednesday May 22,
2019 @ 2:00 p.m.
All proposals may be
submitted (by mail or hand
carry) to: Pflugerville ISD
1401 West Pecan
Pflugerville, TX 78660
Attn: Nicole Ayer
Proposals may be picked up
in person or downloaded
from the PISD website at:
www.pfisd.net.
“The Pflugerville
Independent School District
will open Proposals for:
Compostable Trash Can Liners
on Wednesday, May 22, 2019
@ 2:00 p.m.
All proposals may be submitted
(by mail or hand carry) to:
Pflugerville ISD
1401 West Pecan
Pflugerville, TX 78660
Attn: Nicole Ayer
Proposals may be picked up in
person or downloaded from the
PISD website at:
www.pfisd.net.

New Jobs for the
Week of 05/05/2019
Coordinator, Data Management
Eastview Campus
Job# 1904057
Investigator, Compliance
Highland Business Center
Job# 1904052
Assistant, Marketing
Highland Business Center
Job# 1904053
Specialist, Student Life
Highland Campus
Job# 1904054
Specialist, Marketing Graphic
Design
Highland Business Center
Job# 1904055
Assistant, Senior Lab
Riverside Campus
Job# 1904056
Faculty, Librarian-Part-Time
(50%)
Riverside Campus
Job# 1904059
Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752
Job Line (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed
EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018

VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

www.theaustinvillager.com

DIASPORA

Austin Tax Office Honors
Nelda Wells Spears

Pictured above is Malick Spears. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | VILLLAGER Columnist

(VILLAGER NEWS) - Saturday, May 4, 2019, Travis County and the

Spears family invited everyone to attend the renaming of the Airport
Tax Office. The Tax Office was renamed in honor of Nelda Wells Spears.
Numerous elected officials and community leaders were present along
with Constable Thomas, and Bruce Elfant.
The Greater Mount Zion Baptist Church Pastor provided the invocation, followed by special guest speakers; her son Trent, former Travis
County Judge Sam Biscoe, and former Travis County Judge Bill Aleshire,
who also served as Mrs. Spears campaign manager.
Finally, the renaming of the Tax office will forever cement Mrs.
Spears role in Travis County politics and Texas history. On August 1, 1991,
Nelda was appointed Tax Assessor-Collector, making her the first African-American to hold that position among the state’s 254 counties.
Spears served for five consecutive terms, retired on December 31, 2011.
Spears was a proud Austin, Texas native and a lifelong member of Greater
Mount Zion Baptist Church.

THE VILLAGER/May 10, 2019 ~ Page 7

Page 8 ~ THE VILLAGER/May 10, 2019

THE DISPATCH

www.theaustinvillager.com

We Have To Thank You
A Diverse Billing with Female
Artists from Around the World For Our Greenwich Awards!
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Thanks to feedback from businesses like yours, we earned 25 Greenwich
Excellence Awards and 4 Greenwich Best Brand Awards in 2018 for providing
superior service, advice and performance to small-business and middle-market banking clients. That’s more than any other bank nationwide for the third
consecutive year.

Here are a few highlights for Frost:

www.aclfestival.com.
This year’s diverse
bill also includes a sonically wide range of new
and established female
artists from around the
world, including Lizzo,
King Princess, Kali Uchis,
Rosalía (Spain), Lauren
Daigle, Jenny Lewis,
BANKS, Sigrid (Norway),
Natalia
Lafourcade
(Mexico), K.Flay, Bea
Miller, Joseph, Koffee
(Jamaica), The Aces,
Cherry Glazerr, Men I
Trust (Canada), Monsieur Periné (Colombia),
Weyes Blood (Weekend
One), Yola (England –
Weekend Two), Karol
Conka (Brazil – Weekend
Two), Delacey (England
– Weekend One), and
many more.
Austin City Limits
Music Festival has a
proud tradition of celebrating Texan artists,
and this year is no exception. This year’s crop of
homegrown talent includes Kacey Musgraves,
Gary Clark Jr., Asleep at

the Wheel (Weekend
One), Black Pistol Fire,
Megan Thee Stallion
(Weekend Two), Pike
and Sutton (Weekend
Two), Blackillac (Weekend Two), Night Cap
(Weekend One), Otis the
Destroyer (Weekend
One), Abhi The Nomad
(Weekend Two), Jane
Ellen Bryant (Weekend
Two), Alesia Lani (Weekend One), Kady Rain
(Weekend Two), Stone
Wheels (Weekend One)
and more.
Zilker Park has
been the home of the
Austin City Limits Music
Festival for the past 18
years. Since 2006, ACL
Festival, in partnership
with Austin Parks Foundation, has generated
more than $35 million
towards improvements
to Zilker Park and parks
across the city. For more
information about Austin Parks Foundation’s
work in Austin visit
www.aclfestival.com/
parks.

15
14
14

awards in the Small Business Banking category

awards in the Middle Market Banking category
New this year is
GA+, the ideal ticket for
consecutive years receiving Greenwich Awards
those looking to step up
The Greenwich Excellence Awards are among the most prestigious rectheir ACL Fest experiognitions a bank can receive. Greenwich Associates conducts nearly 25,000
ence with additional
interviews with business executives to determine which banks deserve recogperks. GA+ is a brandnition. And we’re proud to be on that list again.
new private lounge featuring shade, lounge
seating, air-conditioned
restrooms and complimentary water and soft
drinks. GA+ fans will be
able to purchase drinks
and food from some of
Austin’s favorite restaurants.
T ickets for both
weekends are now available
at
www.aclfestival.com.
Three-Day VIP and Platinum Tickets and Hotel
Packages are also available. Music fans ages 10
and under will be admitted free of charge accompanied by a ticketed
adult. 1-Day General Admission Tickets, 1-Day
VIP Tickets and 1-Day
Platinum Tickets will be
available later in the
year.

