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Fox Address Concerns
of Diversity Following
Show Cancellations
By Defender News Service

RAPPIN’
Tommy Wyatt

How Many
Ways can we
say Thank
You?
This week’s edition will
be our 46th Anniversary
issue. We have to thank
the Austin community for
your support for all of
these years. You have
made it possible for us to
put our vision into action.
That vision was to record
an historical record of the
contributions that the
Black community had
made, and was making,
towards the advancement
of the community.
We became a member
of the National Newspaper
Publishers
Association (NNPA) and
joined with other Black
Owned
newspapers
around the country to
provide that service in
every
state
and
community in the country.
This could only be done
by having the support of
our communities to assist
us in observing those
outstanding contributions.
This community has
made many great
contributions to the city,
state and nation. And these
records are more import
now than ever. With the
gentrification of the
community, we are all
working very hard to
preserve that history for
the benefit of our children;
so that they may have role
models to use as a guide
when they begin entering
their careers.
We look forward to
playing a continued role in
this effort. And we will
need the continued
support of the community,
both old and young
members, to keep the
dreams alive.
We also must give a
special thanks to our
advertisers, both large and
small, which have made it
possible for us to distribute your message to
our community without
you having to pay for the
paper. These companies
need your continued support in appreciation for
them making our community a very import part
of their customer base.
We are looking forward
to many more years of
service to this community.

Email: vil3202@aol.com

Can G-Money lead
the Bucks all the
way to the title?

See NEW
Page 2

NUL breaks Voter
suppression barrier
for 2020.

“Rel” starring Lil Rel Howery (right)
and”Empire” with Taraji P. Henson (left)
were canceled. (Photos: Dia Dipasupil /
Getty Images Entertainment via Getty
Images, Theo Wargo / Getty Images
Entertainment via Getty Images)

See MINORITY
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Tiffany Haddish
(DEFENDER) - ABC’s fall schedule will include
a reboot of the TV variety series “Kids Say the
Darndest Things,” hosted by Tiffany Haddish.
ABC said Tuesday the comedian-actress will
produce the series, set to air on Sundays.
Haddish will encourage children to share their
advice on topics including dating and sportsmanship, the network said.
ABC also will launch another spinoff of its comedy “black-ish” this fall (see more on page 4).
Titled “mixed-ish,” the spinoff will focus on the
preteen version of the mom that Tracee Ellis Ross
plays on “black-ish.”
The young Rainbow, nicknamed Bow, faces the
challenges of growing up in the 1980s as part of a
mixed-ethnicity family, ABC said.
Two other new shows on ABC’s fall schedule:
“Stumptown,” based on the graphic novels, and
“Emergence,” described as a character-driven
thriller.

Round Rock
Councilwoman
secures 2nd term.

See WIN
Page 6

Black Women
Dominate Miss
USA Pageant
By Stacy M. Brown,
NNPA Newswire
Correspondent

Herman Cain says
Black folks are
“brainwashed”
against Trump
By Defender News Service

Cain

On top of that, “Rosewood,” which starred
Morris Chestnut, was canceled after two seasons
in 2017, and at the time he spoke about diversity
at Fox and gave the network credit.
On that show Chestnut portrayed the character of Dr. Beaumont Rosewood Jr., a pathologist
who works closely with the police, and his co-star
was played by Jaina Lee Ortiz, a Latina from the
Bronx, New York.
“FOX provided a platform for a show that
made strides in diversity and the positive images it
projected as all-inclusive,” wrote Chestnut.

May 17, 2019

Tiffany Haddish INSIDE
To Host ABC’s
‘Kids Say The
Darndest Things’
By Defender News Service

(DEFENDER) - “Rel,” starring Lil Rel Howery,
“The Cool Kids” led by David Alan Grier and Lee
Daniels‘ “Star” are just a few of the shows that have
been recently canceled by Fox. And considering all
of them have Black leads, one of the top executives talked about diversity at the network going
forward.
During a press call published by Deadline, Fox’s
Chief Executive of Entertainment Charlie Collier said
increasing diversity at the network was never a
onetime experiment but a continued effort
whether a show is cancelled or not.
“The diversity of Fox is an issue that is so important and an ongoing effort for us to make sure
we’re best in class,” said Collier, who just landed at
Fox from the AMC Networks in November.
“As I was looking at Fox and joining, what’s
remarkable is that the history of this company and
what it’s done in terms of diversity … If you look
across our slate in terms of scripted and unscripted
and sports, we really are doing a good job, but the
job never stops,” Collier said. “The effort continues, it never stops.”
Other shows with Black leads that Fox pulled
the plug on include “Lethal Weapon,” starring
Damon Wayans, and “Proven Innocent,” fronted by
Russell Hornsby. Additionally, it was just announced
that “Empire” will end after its upcoming sixth season.

This paper can
be recycled

Former Republican presidential candidate
Herman Cain made a blanket statement about African Americans telling TMZ he believes Black people
are “brainwashed” to hold President Trump with
disdain.
Cain was asked why he has so few supporters
in the Black community.
“They’re getting brainwashed according to the
news they watch,” Cain replied. “And it’s been statistically shown that certain news outlets are not
telling the entire truth and in some cases people
are being brainwashed.”
Cain believes Trump has done lots to help the
Black community including supporting criminal justice reform and lowering the unemployment rate,
which he has claimed through much of his term. In
actuality, the Bureau of Labor Statistics released figures recently that shows a low overall unemployment rate, at 3.67 percent but a stagnating rate for
Blacks at 6.7 percent, about 86 percent higher than
the national average.

Cheslie Kryst
MISS USA
(NNPA) - The recently crowned Miss
USA, Cheslie Kryst said
she’ll never forget the
time a judge at a law
conference told her to
wear a skirt instead of
pants because judges
prefer skirts.
The 27-year-old
black lawyer, who
earned a law degree and
an MBA at Wake Forest
University, had a message for that judge after
she won the competition where the three finalists were all women
of color.
“Glass ceilings can
be broken wearing either a skirt or pants,”
Kryst said.
Alejandra Gonzalez
of New Mexico was the
first-runner up, and
Oklahoma’s
Triana
Browne the second-runner up during the competition in Reno, Nevada.
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Giannis! The “New Age” Dr. J
By John Harris Jr. | VILLAGER Sports Columnist

(VILLAGER) - If stars
are indeed born during
the NBA Playoffs, Milwaukee Bucks forward
Giannis Antetokounmpo
needs no introduction.
First things first.
Giannis, like most superstars, is known by his
first name. Since his last
name, as well as his first
name (sounds like
Yonnis) is difficult to pronounce, let’s call him GMoney for short.
As a sports journalist, I don’t normally root
for teams or individual
athletes. However, I’m
making an exception in
the case of G-Money. I
want to see Milwaukee
defeat the Toronto Raptors in the Eastern Conference finals and advance to face the twotime defending champion Golden State Warriors in the NBA Finals.
W ith all due respect to Kawhi Leonard
in Toronto and Damian

Giannis Antetokounmpo
Lillard in Portland, true
basketball fans want to
see if G-Money can beat
Golden State in the finals
all by himself.
Which brings me to
the main point of this
column. People need to
see G-Money up close to
realize how talented he
is and how much he resembles the legendary
Julius Erving, better

known as Dr. J.
There’s been a lot
of comparisons thrown
around about who’s the
best NBA player of all
time. I’m not saying Dr. J
is better than Michael
Jordan, LeBron James,
Kobe Bryant, Kevin
Durant, Magic Johnson,
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar,
Wilt Chamberlain, Oscar
Robertson, or G-Money,

Julius “Dr. J” Erving
for that matter, but he
belongs somewhere in
the conversation.
If you never saw Dr.
J play in person, I feel
sorry for you. At 6-foot7, Erving possessed huge
hands that could grip a
basketball like a grapefruit. He jumped so high
that not even NASA
could chart his vertical
leap. Check him out on

YouTube if you don’t believe me.
Erving’s career began in the ABA, where
he played and won a pair
of championships in virtual obscurity. But his
legend grew to mythical
proportions when he
joined the Philadelphia
76ers and led the Sixers
past the Los Angeles Lakers to win an NBA title.

I grew up in Philadelphia and saw Dr. J
play in person at the
Spectrum many times.
When I watch G-Money
perform four decades
later, it’s uncanny how
much he resembles
Erving on the court.
Neither player is
known for having a lethal
jump shot, so they do a lot
of their damage around
the basket. To see the 7foot G-Money ascend in
the lane, twist his body
like a pretzel and dunk
over and around defenders is like recalling a Dr. J
house call.
Like Erving, GMoney, bears a heavy
burden of carrying his
team in the playoffs. Milwaukee is good, posting
the best record in the
league this year, but the
Bucks have one legitimate star - G-Money.
Can G-Money lead
the Bucks all the way to
the title? It’s going to be
fun watching him try!

Dave Koz and Friends Summer Horns Featuring Kenny
Lattimore, Gerald Albright, Rick Braun, Aubrey Logan
By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Entertainmant Editor
(VILLAGER) - On
July 27, 2019, musical
genius will descend on
the Live Music Capital of
the World in the form of
Dave Koz and Friends
Summer Horns Featuring Kenny Lattimore,
Gerald Albright, Rick
Braun and Aubrey Logan. Tickets are on sale
for this night of jazz to be
held at One World Theater, located at 7701 Bee
Caves Road in Austin,
Texas.
In a career that
spans more than three
decades, saxophonist
Dave Koz has racked up
an astoundingly impressive array of honors and
achievements: nine
GrammyÒ nominations,
nine number one albums on Billboard’s Current Contemporary Jazz
Albums chart, numerous
world tours, playing for
multiple presidents, a
Star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame and more.
A platinum selling artist,
Koz is also known as a
humanitarian, entrepre-

neur, radio host and instrumental music advocate.
Now, he has released one of the most
exciting recordings of his
long career. Five years
after recording their initial tribute to the great
horn sections of soul,
jazz and pop, Dave Koz
and Friends’ Summer
Horns II From A To Z reprises the all-star,
crowd-pleasing format
of that smash hit outing.
The album features Koz,
Gerald Albright, Richard
Elliot, Rick Braun and
Aubrey Logan, plus guest
vocalists Jonathan Butler, Kenny Lattimore and
more.
Today we turn the
spotlight on Kenny
Lattimore, a dynamic
part of this musical empire. Having just been
featured on TV One’s
award-winning documentary series UNSUNG, this GrammyÒ
nominated powerhouse,
seems back and with a
vengeance.

R&B Diva Chanté Moore
and recorded two highly
regarded duet albums,
his romantic life appeared to mirror his love
songs. An unfortunate
split from his record label coupled with his dramatic breakup with
Moore, however, led to
public speculations
about his private life that
overshadowed his career.
The singer has garnered GrammyÒ, Soul
Train and Stellar Awards
nominations as well as
Kenny Lattimore
the NAACP Image Award
Lattimore came Gaye and Donny for Best New Artist. His
straight out of Washing- Hathaway, Lattimore unique vocals have
ton, D.C. in the mid ’90s made his mark in 1997 graced projects by a diwith a smooth R&B with the breakout single verse array of artists
sound and look to For You. The song would from Musiq Soulchild
match. Raised on gospel eventually become an and Rachelle Ferrell to
and the soulful music of enduring wedding clas- Nancy Wilson, Brian
popular icons Marvin sic. When he married Culbertson and Kanye

West.
Dave Koz has created a magical group of
A-List artists, including
Lattimore, that blends
the sounds we love to
hear and Koz had this to
say, “I want to authentically perform music that
covers all the genres and
emotions that I have
lived and loved throughout the years. From
breakup and makeup
songs, to the highs and
lows, from gospel to jazz
to R&B — I want to make
sure each album reveals
more about me.”
Don’t miss this
combination of greatness at One World Theatre on July 27, 2019 for
two shows, 7:00pm and
9:30pm. For tickets visit
h t t p s : / /
oneworldtheatre.org/.
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Ebenezer to host 75th Diamond
Jubilee Women’s Day Service
(VILLAGER) - Ebenezer (Third) Baptist
Church women will celebrate a special occasion, the 75th Diamond Jubilee Women’s Day
Service, Sunday, May 26, 2019 at 11:00 a.m.in
the church sanctuary. The theme is, “Women
Preparing for Such a Time as This,” adapted
from Esther 4:14. The guest speaker for this
service will be noted educator and author, Dr.
Adena Williams Loston, President of St.
Philip’s College, San Antonio, Texas. Also recognized during this service will be the “Phenomenal Woman of the Year,” Sister Polly
Street, a long-time member and the Women’s
Choir. The day’s events will begin at 8:30 a.m.
with the Ecumenical Candlelight Service in the
church sanctuary with a variety of women representing churches from the Austin-Travis
County area, followed by the Women on Worship (WOW Hour), when women who have
been members of Ebenezer for 75 or more
years, will be recognized.
Upcoming events include: Women in
Daily Prayer, from May 20 through May 24, at
7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., using a dedicated callin number which is: (605) 313-5695, Access code
557420#, and Women’s Prayer Service, May 22,
7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall. All women and
girls are asked to wear white, and the community is invited to participate in all of the activi-

Barbara Jordan Elementary
to host 2nd Annual Art Show

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO
Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DOUBLE
“R”
Dr. Adena Williams Loston
ties. Program leaders are: Sister Gloria Davis,
General Chair and Sister Dale Potter, Co-Chair;
Dr. Ricky Freeman is Pastor.
For additional information: Website:
www.ebc3austin.org
or
e-mail:
ebcoffice@sbcglobal.net.

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street, Austin, TX 78702
Phone: (512) 478-1875
Fax: (512) 478-1892
Bus Ministry: (512) 478-1875

Flower Day
Coming in June

Sunday Services

Worship Service
8:00 A.M.
Sunday School
9:00 A.M.
Discipleship Training
10:00 A.M.
Worship Service
11:00 A.M.
Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service
7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years
(Daily) 512-478-6709

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church

(VILLAGER) - We welcome the Austin
community to attend the Second Annual Art
Show showcasing student artwork from Barbara Jordan Elementary School. The event will
take place on Thursday, May 23rd from 5:307:30pm on the Barbara Jordan Elementary campus. Student artwork ranging from kindergarten through fifth grade will proudly be on display, as well as free catered food, familyfriendly art activities, $1 raffle with tons of great
prizes, and booths hosted by local arts organizations with information about summer programming. Highlights include abstract paintings created by third graders created in partnership with The Contemporary Austin and
local artist Arielle Austin, recently featured in
Austin Woman Magazine (https://
atxwoman.com/arielle-austin-finds-salvationin-art/). This event is free and all are welcome!

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase
a monthly ad for your
church?
Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com
or call 512-476-0082

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,
Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714
Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Rev. Darron E. Patterson Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net
Pastor
www.newlincolnmbc.org

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)
SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit: www.gracewaycca.org

(VILLAGER) - Perennial flowers, plants
that return year-after-year, are both economical and low-maintenance. In selecting perennials for Central Texas, it is always best to
choose plants that will tolerate our summer
heat, native soils, and infrequent rains.
Join life-long plant enthusiast and Travis
County Master Gardener, Reeve Hobbie, as he
shares dozens of his favorite tried and true perennials that thrive here with minimal care in
our climate and soils. The seminar, sponsored
by Travis County Master Gardener Association,
will be held on June 8, 2019, from 10 AM to 12
PM at the Austin Area Garden Center in
Zilker Botanical Garden.
Reeve’s collection of beautiful slides and
plant descriptions will also highlight how perennials add color and texture to your landscape. You are bound to go home with some
new plant ideas to try out.
No registration is required. Attendance to
the seminars is free and open to the public. A
park entrance fee is required.
The Austin Area Garden Center in Zilker
Botanical Garden is located at 2220 Barton
Springs Rd., Austin 78746.
For more information, call Travis County
Master Gardener Association at (512) 854-9600.
GO YE EVANGELISTIC GOSPEL MISSION
(Arena of Refuge and Liberty)
Venu: Super 8, 8128 N. Interstate 35
Austin, Texas 78753
CHURCH WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays: Sunday Celebration 9am - 12 noon
Wednesdays: Systematic Bible Study 6pm-7:30 pm
Fri: “I Believe in Miracle” Prayer Meetings 6-7:30
Join Operation PUSH Prayerline Team Every
Friday @ 6:pm
REV. SAMUEL EHIMEN, Minister in-charge
Tel: 512-506-1645

5900 Cameron Road - Austin, Texas 78723-1843
(512) 451-0808 (512) 302-4575 Fax
Web Site - www.themount.net

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed., 12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m .

“Ministries For Mankind” Luke 4:18

A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)
AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.
For there is no greater love!

Church Services
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

Rev. H. Ed Calahan
Pastor

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation
Website www.agapebcaustintx.com

A Ministry That Ministers

Globalizing the Gospel
1179 San Bernard Street,
Edward M. Fleming,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023
Sr. Pastor
Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M. OLIVET BAPTIST

Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

CHURCH

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Imani Community Church

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.
Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

Davis Elementray Auditorium
5214 West Duval Road

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval
Austin, Texas 78727
Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH

690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11
Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor

Ph: (512) 626-3660

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

My Busy Saturday

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville M. S.
On Saturday May
11, I attended two
events. During most of
the day, I attended the
PowHERful Enrichment
Conference held at IBM
in Austin from 8:00 a.m.
– 4:00 p.m. Soledad
O’Brien and IBM
partnered to host the
event. Soledad was unable to attend this year’s
event in person, but she
sent us a video message.
Sheba Turk, a news anchor from New Orleans,

hosted the event. I
learned about Artificial
Intelligence, Body Language, Health, and Creative Business.
During the last
hour of the conference,
I headed to my second
event. It was the Gil
Scouts of Central Texas
1000+ Seller Ceremony
held at AISD Performing
Arts Center from 3:30
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. This
was my first time attending. I was very excited to
be a part of a very small
group of scouts being
recognized.
I am happy to that I
went to both events. I
was tired by the end of
the day but being a part
of two great events was
worth it. I would like to
thank all who volunteer
and support Girls learning and growth. Lastly, I
want to give a special
shout out to all who buy
Girl Scout Cookies!

TheVillagerAnd
BlackRegistryCompany

@TheVillagerATX

AP Testing

Averill Topps
Stephen F. Austin H.S.
Hello everybody,
today I would like to talk
about the hardest week
of testing juniors have.
In the past two
weeks, all juniors take
end of year AP tests that
determine if they get
end of year credit.this
means they won’t have

to take the class again in
college which saves
money. Only 50 percent
of students pass the test
so many students spend
days studying.
One teachers first
told us to start preparing
a month before we took
the test. This made us
understand that the test
was especially serious if
they reminded us and
gave us time to work on
it in class. While although we got almost a
month to prep, most students just cram studied,
which means student
stayed up all night studying.
That’s all for this
week. Until Next Time.
Go Austin High Maroons!

Celebrate Killeen
Step Show 2019
The 7th Annual
Celebrate Killeen Step
Show is here! Saturday,
May 18th, 2019 4pm
Killeen Special Events
Center (NEXT to the
Civic and Conference

Center) Elementary and
High School Students
from all over Central
Texas are ready to hit
the stage and compete
for prizes and bragging
rights!
You don’t want to
miss out on this familyfriendly fun, hosted by
this year’s MC, Toni
Ringgold! And to top it
all off, it’s 100% FREE
Free family-friendly fun!

The Day for the Incredible Women

SaNaya White
Ann Richards
A mother’s love is
unique, special, unconditional, something that
shouldn’t be taken for
granted. May 12,
marked a day in which
mother’s all around the
world were celebrated
for their motherhood.
Their contributions and
support were recognized on this day, even
though they should be
recognized every day. I’d
like to take time and
thank each mother at
this moment, and more
specifically, my mother.
To a woman who is powerful, strong willed, determined, passionate,
supportive, encouraging, and loving, thank
you. Thank you for bringing me life and raising
me to have the best one
I possibly can. Thank you
for continuing to love
and care for me even
when we go through the
toughest of times. You

are such an inspiration
to me, you work your
hardest and strive to be
the best. I love everything about you, I love
how you take your
struggles and challenges
them turn them into accomplishments. You
help others and you are
always looking for a way
to give back to the community. Thank you for
teaching me all that you
know, and providing me
with the knowledge that
I need to be successful in
this world. I don’t know
what I would do without
you. I love you more
than you could ever
imagine. I hope you
know that I do not only
feel this way on
Mother’s Day, but rather
every day. Thank you for
everything Mama. To
the families who did not
celebrate a mother on
Mother’s Day, know that
you will always have
someone looking out for
you and I hope you were
able to recognize them.
Even if that person was
a friend, or teacher, look
for that person who has
always been there by
your side. I was blessed
to have the most incredible woman stand by
mine. I hope everyone
had
an
amazing
Mother's Day.

Spinoff of ABC’s ‘black-ish’ to
Focus on Mixed-Race Issues

This image released by ABC shows, from left, Miles Brown,
Marsai Martin, Tracee Ellis Ross, Marcus Scribner, Anthony Anderson
and Jenifer Lewis in a scene from “black-ish.” ABC announced it is
picking up the acclaimed comedy for a sixth season. The network is
also giving an early series order to “mixed-ish,” a spinoff about show
creator Rainbow Johnson’s experience growing up in a mixed-race
family in the ‘80s. (Ron Tom/ABC via AP)
By The Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A spinoff of the ABC sitcom “black-ish” will focus
on a young Rainbow Johnson and her challenges growing up in the 1980s.
ABC said Thursday that the new series, titled “mixed-ish,” will be narrated by Tracee Ellis Ross. She stars in “black-ish” as the adult character with
the nickname of Bow.
In the spinoff, preteen Bow and her mixed-ethnicity family face the dilemma of assimilation or staying “true to themselves,” according to ABC.
Bow and her siblings also must adapt to suburbia and a mainstream school
after their parents move from a commune.
Arica Himmel stars as Bow, with Tika Sumpter and Christina Anthony
among the other cast members in “mixed-ish.” An airdate for the spinoff wasn’t
announced.
ABC also said it renewed “black-ish” for next season, its sixth.
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Ex-Texas A&M Football Player
Found Guilty of Murder
By Dallas Post Tribune

THE REVEALER

National
Urban
League
Focusing
on
Minority
Voting
for 2020
By JESSE J.
HOLLAND
Associated Press

In this Nov. 10, 2012, file photo, Texas A&M
wide receiver Thomas Johnson (8) after a
reception against Alabama in Tuscaloosa, Ala.
(AP Photo/Dave Martin, File)
DALLAS, TX — A
former Texas A&M football player accused of
hacking a Dallas jogger
to death with a machete
in 2015 has been convicted of murder.
A Dallas County
jury swiftly returned a
guilty verdict Tuesday in
Thomas Johnson’s trial
in the killing of David
Stevens after the former
wide receiver’s legal de-

fense declined to call a
single witness.
Johnson was accused of waiting on a
trail in East Dallas four
years ago and attacking
the 53-year-old mechanical engineer as he ran by.
Prosecutors have said the
25-year-old Johnson confessed to the seemingly
random killing and that
DNA evidence also
pointed to his guilt.

WASHINGTON
(AP) — Voter suppression and Russian interference are some of the
greatest barriers to minority voting in 2020,
the National Urban
League said Monday.
This year’s State of
Black America report focuses on voting rights,
and National Urban
League President and
CEO Marc H. Morial is
calling attention to voter
suppression and social
media interference from
foreign government

CNN to Make Documentary on
Civil Rights Icon John Lewis
By The Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) —
CNN Films is developing
a documentary on civil
rights icon and Georgia
congressman John Robert Lewis.
The network announced Wednesday
that “Gideon’s Army”
director Dawn Porter is
helming the project.
She began shooting the
79-year-old Lewis last
year ahead of the midterm elections.
The film will be primarily a cinema verite
documentary following
Lewis from the election
through the congressional battles of 2019.
In a statement,
Porter said the need has
never been greater for
“the type of moral and
compassionate leader- This Feb. 24, 2019 file photo shows Rep. John
ship that he embodies.”
Lewis, D-Ga at the Oscars in Los Angeles.
Recent CNN Films
(Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
releases include “RBG,”
”Three Identical Strang- of which received a the- appearing on the neters” and “Apollo 11,” all atrical release before work.

NAACP: Search for Coppin State
President Lacks Transparency
By The Associated
Press
BALTIMORE (AP)
— The president of the
Baltimore branch of the
NAACP says the chair of
the search committee for
a new Coppin State University president has
agreed to meet with him
after he complained
about the search process.
The Baltimore Sun
reports that NAACP
branch President Kobi
Little said the chair

Little charges that
the University System of
Maryland Board of Regents hasn’t been transparent in its search.
The Board of Regents is the state governing body of the university system. The current
agreed to meet with him president of Coppin
during the search State leaves June 30.
committee’s first public
System spokesman
meeting on Thursday. Mike Lurie says the sysThe Sun previously iden- tem appreciates Lurie
tified the committee for encouraging commuchair as Katrina Dennis, nity involvement in the
a regent.
search.
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Voter suppression is one of the greatest barriers to minority voting in
2020, the National Urban League said Monday. (May 6)
“ These attacks, from
within our nation and
from without, are a desecration to the memory
of the martyrs who bled
and died in defense of
our rights,” Morial said.
According to the
National Urban League,
14 states have more restrictive voter ID laws in
place, 12 have laws making it harder for citizens
to register, seven cut
back on early voting opportunities, and three
made it harder to restore voting rights for
people with past criminal convictions.
The organization

Therone
Shellman
Book Signing
at Half Price
Books;
N. Lamar

wants to eliminate discriminatory voter I.D. requirements, expand
voter registration, and
restore felon voting
rights.
“It’s no accident
that these efforts to suppress the Black vote
have coincided with a
surge in the diversification of the electorate,”
Morial said, noting that
the projected 2020 electorate is 66.7 percent
White, down from 76.4
percent in 2000.
The group called
for creation of a national
commission and a special prosecutor to elimi-

nate foreign interference.
Russians
attempted to interfere
with African Americans
voting by creating fake
identities, including one
Luisa
Haynes
at
@wokeluisa, who had
more than 50,000 followers. It was fake, created by
Russians to manipulate
African Americans.
“We can accept
nothing less than a cleareyed accounting of what
really happened — and
is continuing to happen
— and an aggressive,
comprehensive plan to
combat it,” Morial said.

Austin, Texas Therone Shellman
book signing. Books
range from $10-$15
Learn more about
titles online. Half
Price Books; 5555 N.
Lamar; Austin, TX
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Confederate Statues are a Monument to What?

By Sen. Royce West
(D-Dallas)

or alteration of monuments or memorials that
DALLAS, TEXAS - have been on state propAmong the many discus- erty for more than 25
sions that are taking years, while city or
place in Aus-tin during county monuments that
this legislative session, it have been up for at least
appears that a history 25 years could only be
lesson is still necessary removed, relocated or
for many, as a bill has altered if approved by a
been presented that supermajority of the
would create more strin- governing board.
Also, monuments
gent guidelines for removing certain land- and memorials that have
marks and historical been around for less
than 25 years can not be
markers.
A bill authored by altered without approval
Texas State Sen. Brandon from a state agency,
Creighton (R-Conroe) state official or local govwould, if approved, ernment body, dependmake it more difficult to ing on who erected it.
While
Sen.
remove Confederate
monuments and mark- Creighton seemed siners from state-owned or cere in his expressions, I
leased property and also disagree that the rework to limit such deci- moval or destroying of
sions from being made controversial monuat the local government ments is a "careless act"
that would cause Texans
level.
According to Sen- to look back with regret
ate Bill 1663, two-thirds because we are deleting
of members are needed history, rather than
from both legislative learning from it.
I submit to you that
chambers to approve
the removal, relocation when you consider the

current times and events
like what happened at
Charlottesville, North
Carolina, the Charleston,
South Carolina church
shooting and the many
atrocities that continue
to occur, some have not
done a good job of learning from history and the
heinous acts that were
supported, condoned
and perpetrated by
many who now have
monuments erected in
their honor. Those who
have brought harm to
many under the banner
of the Confederacy were
not just fondly whistling
Dixie.
I stood proudly
with the members of the
Texas House's Legislative
Black Caucus, against
Senate Bill 1663. I
wanted a good faith effort made to involve everyone in the process
and I shared those sentiments with Sen.
Creighton, because our
constituents need to be
heard from. I also attempted to add an

amendment that would
have excluded Confederate monuments from
Sen. Creighton's stringent bill.
I'm not alone in advocating for removing
Confederate and other
offensive symbols. Cities
across the state and
around the country are
also grappling with this
consistently polarizing
issue.
The debate also extends to the names of
schools. Unfortunately,
as is the case in Dallas,
many of the schools
named after members
of the Confederacy have
student bodies, the majority of which are the
descendants of enslaved
Africans.
Something
is
wrong with this picture.
Why this bill? Why now?
What is the intended
message? Even our
youth speak out about
the monuments and the
messages that shared by
those supporting their
presence.
While true that
they are a painful chapter of our history, those
featured on many of the
monuments or landmarks should not be immortalized or celebrated.
Yes, we are mindful
of the past, but pray that
it shall never be repeated.

Rise of Women
In Business
by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
VILLAGER
Columnist

(VILLAGER NEWS) African
American
women entrepreneurs
are on the rise. According to the number of African American small
business owners in the
United States, they have
increased by a staggering 400% in just one
year. In 2018, 45% of
small business owners
were minority ethnic
groups. This was already
a dramatic increase from
2015 when the number
of owners was 15%.

Nearly ten years
ago, business owner, Ms.
Juana started her company, Esparanza Expression. According to Juana,
"I opened up my business to inspire and empower womanhood."
She wants to cater and
serve as a role model to
other women around
her. She makes various
types of products from
avocado oil like Heavenly Hope Body Butters
and Brown Suga Scrubs.
Currently, Juana
Pictured left to right are: Juana and Mrs.
doesn't have a brick and
Nwachukwu. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
mortar location but can
be found online, recently relocated back place for her. In 2019,
w w w . e s p a r a n z a s to Texas, calling it home she plans to grow her
expressions.com. Juana and a very good business market.

Pan African Conference in Central Texas
by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
VILLAGER
Columnist

(VILLAGER NEWS) This past May 9-12, 2019,
Pan African held its fifth
annual Conference in the
heart of Central Texas.
Bringing both African
Americans and the African Diaspora together,
for an opportunity to
network, share, promote, trade, and inform
each other of the best
business practice and
globalization. One of the
speakers at this event
was Erick Niamba.
The event experienced numerous break
out sessions, which had
diverse themes, ranging

expert, Niamba mentioned, "business owners should seek to find
ways to increase the
traffic to their business,
which, helps with sales."
Finally, he discussed the
need for securing one's
website from attacks.
Moreover, the Pan
African Conference
brought people together
from Overseas and the
US. Countries represented
included:
Speaker, Eric Niamba.
Cameroon,
Togo,
and
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
Benin. Furthermore, Parfrom financial services speaking from experi- ticipant, Mr. Oudrage
to web security. Mr. ence, he called on busi- stated, "Austin is a city that
Niamba, owner of WEB ness owners and future embraces computers;
365 Experts, spoke on entrepreneurs to not therefore, having web sethe need of having an only use the internet for curity business might be
internet business and e-commerce, but as a a good reason for me to
securing one's internet method of marketing relocate from Illinois to
website. Since he was their enterprise. As an the Central Texas area."
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Incumbent Wins
Re-Election

Texas House Representative James Talarico and
Round Rock City Council Hilda Montgomery.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |
VILLAGER
Columnist

(VILLAGER NEWS) Sunday, May 5, 2019,
Hilda Montgomery was
re-elected to the Round
Rock, Texas City Council.
Four years ago, Montgomery was the first African-American woman
to serve on the Round
Rock Council. Since being re-appointed, she
will continue to deliver
on the various issues, in
which, she campaigned
on.
Hilda has a servant
leadership attitude
when it comes to politics. According to Hilda,
"I strongly believe in
making a difference in
peoples' lives and that

we need to get back to
governing for the
people. My sense of duties stem from her father, who taught me
honesty and integrity
come first, and what follows is always what’s
right." In addition, Hilda
believes inclusion and
ensuring that the residents of Round Rock are
involved with their city
government as paramount.
Finally, Hilda Montgomery ran for office,
because she believes
she can bring forth
changes to the city of
Round
Rock.
Montgomery's core concerns include; improving
traffic, pedestrian, and
cyclist safety, as well as
protecting the environment and water.

Austin Home Buyer Fair

AUSTIN, TEXAS - BCL of Texas is offering a free Home Buyer Fair at the Gus Garcia
Recreation Center on Saturday, June 1st from 9
am to 1 pm This free fair will feature workshops, exhibitors, free food, and family-friendly
activities to help participants become prepared
and confident in their journey to become
homeowners. Workshops will cover topics such
as down payment assistance options, savings
and credit, qualifying for a mortgage loan, and
shopping for a home. This event includes lunch
and giveaways!
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Texas Officer Shoots and Kills Woman after Stun-gun Struggle
By
Associated Press

(BAYTOWN, TX) - A
police officer shot and
killed a woman at a
Houston-area apartment complex after she
hit him with his Taser
during a struggle, shocking him, police said.
In a video recorded
by a witness and posted
on social media, the officer can be seen standing over Pamela Turner
and reaching down to
try to grab her arms.
Turner, who is lying on the
ground outside the apartments in Baytown, yells
“I’m pregnant.” Moments
later, something flashes
as she reaches her arm
out toward the officer.
Suddenly, the officer pulls
away from Turner, steps
back and fires five gunshots.
Police Lt. Steve
Dorris said Tuesday that
the officer shot at Turner
after she hit him in the
groin with the Taser.
Turner did not fire the
stun gun but it shocked
the officer when it struck
him, Dorris said.
The lieutenant said
police have since
learned from the medical examiner’s office in
Harris County that
Turner, who was 44 and
black, was not pregnant.
She was pronounced

Pamela Turner
dead at the scene, he
said. A spokeswoman
with the medical
examiner ’s office declined to comment.
The officer, who
police have not identified by name, has been
placed on paid administrative leave, Dorris said.
The department is reviewing whether the
shooting was in line with
its policy on the use of
deadly force, he said.
Before the shooting, the officer, who is
Hispanic and an 11-year
veteran of the police
force, was patrolling the
apartment complex and
tried to arrest Turner
because he knew she
had outstanding war-

rants, Dorris said. The
two had previous dealings, but Dorris did not
provide further details
about the interactions or
Turner’s warrants.
Turner had three
outstanding misdemeanor warrants for
two separate incidents,
according to Harris
County court records.
She was accused of
criminal mischief and
assault on April 25 after
a manager at her apartment complex told police
that
Turner
scratched her face and
broke her glasses during
a confrontation over an
eviction notice.
On May 2, court
records show, Turner
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was again accused of
criminal mischief for
damaging the back window of a woman’s car.
Following her May
2 arrest, Turner was ordered to undergo a mental health evaluation, according to court records.
The video of what
happened Monday night
shows the officer and
Turner engaged in a
struggle after he tried to
arrest her. In the video,
Turner is heard saying
“You’re actually harassing me” and “I’m actually
walking to my house”
before falling to the
ground. While on her
back, she appears to
scuffle with the officer,
saying “Why? Why?”
and then “I’m pregnant.”
Investigators are
trying to contact whoever recorded the video,
because the person was
a witness to the shooting, the lieutenant said.
“It’s a tragic event
for everybody involved,”
Dorris said. “Of course,
our hearts go out to the
family of the deceased as
well as our officer.”
“The Pflugerville
Independent School
District
will open
Proposals for:
Marching Band Trailer
on Tuesday, May 28, 2019
@ 2:00 p.m.
All proposals may be
submitted (by mail or hand
carry) to: Pflugerville
ISD
1401 West Pecan
Pflugerville, TX78660
Attn: Janie Ornelas

“The Pflugerville
Independent School
District
will
open Proposals for:
Football Equipment and
Supplies
on Thursday, June 4, 2019
@ 2:00 p.m.
All proposals may be
submitted (by mail or hand
carry) to: Pflugerville ISD
1401 West Pecan
Pflugerville,TX 78660
Attn:Tama Berding

On Tuesday afternoon, Turner’s neighbors gathered not far
from an orange ring
painted on the apartment complex parking
lot to mark where she
was shot. Standing
amid the modest brick
and aluminum homes,
one of Turner’s neighbors said the incident
frightened her.
“It’s just sad — very
sad — when you see
somebody for the past
six months walking
around,” Jennifer Sims
said. “Even though you
don’t talk to them, you
keep an eye on them,
you know. And then you
wake up and realize, ‘Oh,
my God. She was shot so
close to home.’ That’s
scary, and very sad.”
Baytown, a city of
more than 75,000
people, is about 25
miles (40 kilometers)
east of Houston. Its
population is 35 percent white, 46 percent
Hispanic and 16 percent
black, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau.
Outside the city’s
police station Tuesday,

about a dozen protesters
gathered carrying signs
with “No Justice. No
Peace” and “Black Lives
Matter” written on
them.
“ This is another
black woman who has
lost her life,” said Ashton
P. Woods, an activist with
Black Lives Matter Houston. “Another black person who has lost their
life, for senseless violence. Five shots. Unarmed.”
Kevin Davis, a police
detective and the author
of a book on investigating police use of force,
said it is impossible to
make a proper assessment of Turner’s shooting based only on the
video and facts released
so far.
Davis, who is not
connected to the case,
said the smartphone videos that have become
common in police
shootings can lead
people to rush to judgment. “We owe it to everyone involved, including the decedent, to do a
professional investigation,” he said.

5 Reasons to Work for the City of
Austin
1.

Learn How Government Works

2.

Invest in Your Community

3.

Have Access to Great Benefits and Wellness
Programs

4.

Learn to Navigate Obstacles through Innovation

5.

Be a Part of a Great Team

Visit www.austincityjobs.org to search and apply for City of
Austin jobs.
Visit one of our five Employment Assistance locations to get
help with:
•

Applications and Resumes

•

Interview Coaching

•

Other Community Resources

For more information on City jobs or Employment Assistance
Integral Care is currently
soliciting proposals through a
Request for Proposals (RFP)
process for Landscaping
Services. RFPs may be sent
electronically, by contacting
Brody
Ballard
at
brody.ballard@integralcare.org
beginning May 3, 2019. The
deadline to submit a proposal
under the RFP is 4 p.m. CST on
May 31, 2019. Historically
Underutilized Businesses,
including Minority-Owned
Businesses and Women-Owned
Businesses, are encouraged to
apply.

New Jobs for the
Week of 05/12/2019
Coordinator, Equity and
Inclusion
Highland Business Center
Job# 1810042
Assistant I, Executive
Highland Business Center
Job# 1904004
Assistant, Senior Library
Northridge Campus
Job# 1905007
Assistant, Health Sciences
Eastview Campus
Job# 1905003
Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752
Job Line (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed
EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

locations:
Call:

512-974-3210 or TDD 1-800-526-9159

Email: employment.services@austintexas.gov
Visit:

austintexas.gov/employmentassistance

Follow us on:

Discover-Austin-Jobs
AustinCityJobs
The City of Austin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018

VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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NEGOTIATIONS BEGIN ON
PROPERTY TAX, EDUCATION
REFORM MEASURES
by Richard Lee | Op-Ed Special to the VILLAGER

and would give districts
the option of implementing an effectiveness-based pay scale,
where the best teachers
can be identified and
paid higher salaries.
For property
taxes, the bill would
lower local school rates
by ten cents per $100
valuation and would
implement a 2.5 percent
rollback rate for annual
tax increases. Any more
than that and voters in
the district would have
to sign off. To pay for it,
the Senate approved a
diversion of oil and gas
taxes, an estimated $2.3
billion, that would otherwise go into the rainyday fund into a new fund
created for the purpose
of property tax reduction. Combined with
$2.7 in the budget already set aside for property tax relief, a change
in the way the online
sales taxes are collected
and other funds, the bill
contains a total of about
$5.6 billion in property
tax relief. A House proposal to lower property
taxes even further by increasing the state sales
tax rate one cent and
dedicating that revenue
to property tax reduction failed to garner
enough support, most
likely ruling that option
out for this session.
The bills are
fairly close generally but
there are some key differences between the
two chambers. The
House bill includes a
smaller, formula-based
pay raise but would apply it to all full-time public-school employees
and provides for future
raises when the state increases education funding. It would compress
local school tax rates by
four cents, but adds two

A Call to Action!
By: Publishers for Economic Parity
Austin Home
Owners’ Loan
Corporation
(HOLC) Map,
1934

HEIDI GOLLUB SEPTEMBER 18, 2013_Free Fun in Austin

(AUSTIN, TX) - Lawmakers have a little
more than two weeks to
resolve differences between the House and
Senate proposals to address the session’s top
priorities laid out by
state leadership in January. After months of
hearings, amendments,
drafting and debates,
both chambers have
passed versions of HB 3,
the education finance
reform bill, and SB 2, the
property tax reform bill.
The latter passed the
House last week and the
education bill passed the
Senate on Monday. Mirroring a provision added
to SB 2 in the House, the
Senate made passage of
education reform into
law contingent on passage for property tax reform, inextricably linking
the two measures into
what is effectively a
single proposal.
Here’s what that
proposal looks like on
the Senate side: increased funding for all
students, with more going towards economically disadvantaged students. Even more would
go to early education initiatives for students
from low-income backgrounds and more
money for post-high
school readiness programs. Funds for the last
two are partly outcome
based; while districts
will get more money to
improve 3rd grade reading achievement for lowincome students and
send more prepared
graduates into college,
the military or the
workforce, they’d also
get bonus money for every student that meets
state standards. It includes a $5,000 pay raise
for all public-school
teachers and librarians,

www.theaustinvillager.com
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cents to recapture-exempt local enrichment
in formula funding.
There’s also a difference
in the basic allotment,
the principal variable in
calculating per-student
funding, with the House
at $6,030 compared to
the Senate’s $5,880.
Both are well above the
current basic allotment
of $5,140.
As far as property tax reform, the
chambers are in the
same place on a number
of transparency and taxpayer-friendly reforms
as well as a municipal
rollback rate of 3.5 percent. The Senate would
apply that to cities,
counties, and all other
local taxing entities
while the House version
exempts hospital and
community college districts. The Senate version would leave smaller
taxing entities, those
with less than $15 million in annual collections, at the current 8
percent rollback rate,
but would give voters living in those districts the
chance to opt in to the
bill’s provisions next
May. The House version
includes a rate-banking
provision, allowing districts that don’t raise
taxes as much as a rollback rate to apply that
difference to future rate
increases above 3.5 percent for up to five years.
If lawmakers can
sort out these differences, a simple majority
in each chamber can
send the final, unified
proposal on to the governor for his signature.
Should that happen, it
will be the first time in
decades that the Legislature has passed sweeping education finance
reform absent a court
order.

Example of early redlining in Austin. (Busch 2015)
(NNPA) - A recently
announced merger between BB&T and
SunTrust, if approved,
will reshuffle the U.S.
banking
industry
rankings. The deal is reportedly valued at $66
billion and will result in
the sixth largest bank in
the United States according to a USA Today
report.
BB&T is based in
Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, founded in
1872, today their estimated value is more
than $220 billion in assets. Their 2,200 retail
banking locations are
primarily located in
Southeastern states
such as Florida, Georgia
and North Carolina.
However, recently they
have added numerous
locations throughout
Texas.
SunTrust, founded
in 1891, is based in Atlanta, Georgia and control more than $200 billion in assets, as well as,
offer services via their
1,249 retail banking locations. They are primarily located in Southeastern and Mid-Atlantic
states.
Despite their successes, the merger between these two financial
institutions could lead to
more harm than good.
The practice of banks discriminating against minorities is well documented and has been reported in the majority of
U.S. banks. BB&T and
SunTrust are among the
most notorious.
One of the most
notable cases took place
in 2012. After reviewing
850,000 residential
mortgage loans, the U.S.
Justice Department determined SunTrust exercised bias against minority applicants according
to a statement from the
Justice Department. As a
result, SunTrust ended
up settling the case to
the tune of $21 million.
Also, in 2008,
BB&T’s Community Reinvestment Act rating
was lowered from “outstanding” to “satisfactory.” This occurred as a
result of an abundance
of violations regarding

the Fair Housing Act and
the Equal Credit Opportunity Act, as reported
by the South Florida
Business Journal.
Data pulled from
the Federal Financial Institutions Examination
Council’s (FFIEC) Home
Mortgage Disclosure Act
(HMDA) website further
demonstrates this discrimination. In 2016, 82
Black or African American
applicants and 537 White
applicants applied for
conventional home purchase loans with BB&T in
the Atlanta, GA area. Of all
the White applicants,
roughly 73 percent were
approved for loans.
Meanwhile, of all the
Black or African American
applicants, only about 51
percent were approved
for loans.
Similar data was
collected in the Charlotte, North Carolina
area. Data showed when
the White applicants
sought conventional
home purchase loans in
2017, 75 percent were
approved while only 57
percent of AfricanAmerican applicants
were approved.
It is worth noting
two letters were sent to
SunTrust by the Publishers for Economic Parity
(PEP) lawyer, Michael
Eagan, requesting information regarding their
loan statistics.
“We have reached
out to SunTrust Bank to
obtain their Community
Reinvestment Act results, but as of April 3,
2019, they have failed to
follow the law and provide us with that information within the thirty
(30) day deadline. I wonder if this failure to comply with the law is representative of their lack
of concern for what minorities think about their
bank?” Michael Eagan,
Attorney for Publishers
for Economic Parity.
From news stories
to HMDA data, it is evident something is not
right. For too long, these
banks have been getting
away with treating minorities as if they are
“lesser than.” This is a
call to action to fight the
unjust treatment these

communities have been
met with when applying
for loans.
In the coming
weeks, public meetings
regarding the merger
will be held in Charlotte,
North Carolina, and Atlanta, Georgia at the following dates, times and
locations:
· Thursday, April
25 at 8:30 a.m., EDT,
Charlotte Branch of the
Federal Reserve Bank of
Richmond, 530 East
Trade Street, Charlotte,
North Carolina; and
· Friday, May 3 at
8:30 a.m., EDT, Federal
Reserve Bank of Atlanta,
1000 Peachtree Street
N.E., Atlanta, Georgia.
If you are unable to
attend the meetings in
person, we urge you to
file a formal complaint
with the banks regarding
their past wrongdoings
and post a copy of this
complaint on the PEP
Facebook page.
Once the merger is
complete, BB&T will
roughly double in size.
This merger marks the
formation of a financial
superpower that is not
to be taken lightly.
Homeownership
comprises the majority
of a family’s net worth.
With these institutions
consistently denying
loan applications submitted by minorities, we
will continue to be denied the same opportunities to accumulate
wealth as our non-minority counterparts.
Requests to speak
at the Charlotte and Atlanta meetings must be
submitted by 5 p.m. EDT
on Monday, April 15 for
the Charlotte meeting
and by 5 p.m. EDT on
Tuesday, April 23 for the
Atlanta meeting.
Written comments
can be submitted to the
Federal Reserve Bank of
Richmond, P.O. Box
27622, Richmond, VA
23261 as well as the
FDIC’s Atlanta Regional
Office, 10 10th Street,
NW, Suite 800, Atlanta,
GA 30309-3849.
These institutions
must be held accountable for their actions.
Together, we can make
our voices heard.

