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Gospel Superstar
Kirk Franklin’s

“Long Live Love Tour”
Lands in Austin

July 11
By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Entertainment Editor

(VILLAGER) - The fourteen-time GrammyÒ
Award-winning artist, songwriter and producer, Kirk
Franklin, kicks off his upcoming summer tour, Long
Live Love, at the Paramount Theatre in Austin, Texas
on July 11. The singer will visit 25 other major cities
on the tour route, including New York City, Los An-
geles, Chicago, Atlanta, Baltimore, Detroit and Hous-
ton.

On May 17, Kirk Franklin unveiled the video
for his song “OK.” The “OK” video, directed by Matt
DeLisi, premiered exclusively on BET Soul and BET
Gospel. It can also be seen on the Kirk Franklin
YouTube channel.  The new single is represented
on Franklin’s forthcoming album, Long Live Love (Fo
Yo Soul / RCA), which will release on May 31st.

Long Live Love marks Franklin’s 13th studio
album. “Love Theory,” the set’s lead single, has now
extended its No. 1 reign to eight weeks on
Billboard’s Hot Gospel Songs chart for the period
ending March 30.

Kirk Franklin is at the forefront of the modern
Gospel music scene. It seems he was always des-

tined to lead others in song, as the choir leader and
author displayed signs of musical virtuosity at a
young age. Kirk Franklin was born and raised by his
Aunt Gertrude in Fort Worth, Texas after being aban-
doned by his parents. He discovered his love for
music through the church and took piano lessons
under his aunt’s guidance.

By age 12 he was leading his local church choir.
His skills and musicality were honed during his high

See TICKETS, page 3

(Photo courtesy of Fo Yo Soul/RCA Inspiration.)

Blackshear Neighborhood Development
Corp. honors Ora Lee Nobles

PICTURED (L-R): Fred Fuchs of Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid, Cynthia
Mathis-Gaines of Blackshear and Lennie Nobles-Cook, daughter of
Ora Lee Nobles.

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER
Columnist

(VILLAGER) - The
Blackshear Neighbor-
hood Development Cor-
poration hosted an open
house on May 17 at the
location of its new rental
property at 1126 Chicon
Street. The purpose was
twofold: To invite people
who may be interested
in renting one of the
duplex’s two units, and
to honor the legacy of
the late Ora Lee Nobles,
who created the
Blackshear Neighbor-
hood Development Cor-
poration in 1983, and for
whom the rental prop-
erty is named.

Nobles was ex-
tremely active in civic
activities in East Austin,
particularly in the
Blackshear neighbor-
hood. She worked to
bring improvements to
Blackshear and opposed
Urban Renewal projects
that tore down homes
and displaced many East
Austin residents. When
Urban Renewal did not
fulfill its promise to re-
build homes that were
torn down, Nobles orga-
nized the non-profit
Blackshear Neighbor-
hood Development Cor-
poration for the purpose
of building and rehab-
bing homes for low-in-
come families.

Current Blackshear
Neighborhood Develop-

ment Corporation ex-
ecutive director Cynthia
Mathis-Gaines said the
new rental property on
Chicon Street, known as
Ora’s Villa, is a sign of the
times.

“A lot of things
have happened in East
Austin,” Mathis-Gaines
said. “When Ms. Nobles
started, it was low-to-
moderate income hous-
ing. Due to the fact the
City of Austin gave her
almost 95 percent of the
funding, mortgages
were no more than
$60,000. Now it’s known

as affordable housing.
What your income can
afford is what you can
get. People who bought
their homes for less than
$60,000 sold their
homes for $300,000 and
$400,000 in East Austin
and bought new homes,
but the taxes are eating
them up. It’s sad be-
cause Ms. Nobles fought
really hard for low-to-
moderate income hous-
ing.”

M a t h i s - G a i n e s
plans to meet with city
officials about obtaining
funding to build more

homes. Ora’s Villa was
not built with money
from the city. As a result,
Mathis-Gaines said
Blackshear Neighbor-
hood Development Cor-
poration collaborated
with AVision General
Contractors LLC to build
the duplex with “straight
funding” from Amplified
Credit Union. Because
the money didn’t come
from the city, the rental
property is considered
affordable housing and
has a monthly rental of
$2,500.

“The city has

changed all of its criteria
in applying for funding.
The application
changed. The process
changed,” Mathis-
Gaines said. “My ques-
tion is, ̀ why can’t we get
that money again?
You’re saying you want
low-income housing, but
low-income housing has
changed to affordable
housing and everyone
can’t afford it.”

HHSC
Recognizes

Innovators in
Aging

 (AUSTIN, TX) –
Texas Health and Human
Services Commission to-
day announced the first
ever Innovators in Aging
award recipients who
have made positive im-
pacts on the lives of
older adults in Texas.

The older adult
population in Texas is
quickly growing, gener-
ating a need for en-
hanced efforts to help
older adults age and live
well. HHSC’s awards pro-
gram, now in its first
year, recognizes five re-
cipients for developing
and carrying out new
and innovative ideas in
communities across the
state that meet the
needs of older adults.

The 2018 Innova-
tors in Aging award re-
cipients are:
See
STATEWIDE
page 3

Ent. Studios buy
local stations from

Bayou Broadcasting.
See SPORTS

Page 5

Community leaders
fight to protect
voting rights.
See BILL
Page 6

Short film portrayed
Iconic leader in
Modern climate.

See MALCOLM
Page 3

THE YOUTH
BRIGADE

SPONSORS ARE
SPECIAL!

    For the last 33 years we
have had a section in our
paper that is written by
students from the Austin
area. We started a program
call the YOUTH
BRIGADE in 1986 that
was an effort to encourage
our students to look at a
possible career as a news
reporter.  We were losing
our youth to the daily
media, because they did not
see role models in the
Black Media.
   It was not my original
idea, but it came about
through a suggestion from
Ms. Bobbie Hall, our
newspaper editor at the
time.  We had just returned
from the National
Newspaper Publishers
(NNPA) Convention
where we were all chal-
lenged to come up with a
solution to our vanishing
Black Reporters.
   We reached out to the
community for support of
the program and received
support from South
Western Bell, Frost Bank
and Huston-Tillotson
University. Frost Bank and
Huston Tillotson have been
sponsors ever since.  They
were later joined  by others
sponsors that include
Capitol Metro, University
of Texas DDCE
Department, Austin
Community College, and
H.E.B Grocery Company.
We could not have kept this
program alive for so long
without their financial
support.
   We also could not
continue our program
without the full and
enthusiastic support of our
community and readers
who make celebrities of our
youth reporters. We are en-
couraged by our students
who continue in the
program until graduation
from high school.  But, the
most encouraging thing
about the program is that
many of these former
members of the Youth
Brigade now bring their
children in to be a part of
the program. We want to
thank our sponsors, the
community and the parents
of the Youth Brigade for
your support. We wish you
all a very enjoyable
summer.  We look for to
seeing all of you next
school year.
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3 Handwritten Wills Found in Aretha Franklin’s Home
By ED WHITE | Associated Press

[PONTIAC, MI.
(AP)] — Three handwrit-
ten wills have been
found in the suburban
Detroit home of Aretha
Franklin, months after
the death of the “Queen
of Soul,” including one
that was discovered un-
der cushions in the living
room, a lawyer said
Monday.

The latest one is
dated March 2014 and
appears to give the fa-
mous singer’s assets to
family members. Some
writing is extremely hard
to decipher, however,
and the four pages have
words scratched out and
phrases in the margins.

Franklin was 76
when she died last Au-
gust of pancreatic can-
cer. Lawyers and family
members said at the
time that she had no
will, but three handwrit-
ten versions were dis-
covered earlier this
month. Two from 2010
were found in a locked
cabinet after a key was
located.

The 2014 version
was inside a spiral note-
book under cushions,
said an attorney for
Franklin’s estate, David
Bennett.

Bennett, who was
Franklin’s lawyer for
more than 40 years, filed
the wills on Monday. He
told a judge that he’s not
sure if they’re legal un-
der Michigan law. A
hearing is scheduled for

June 12.
Bennett said the

wills were shared with
Franklin’s four sons or
their lawyers, but that a
deal wasn’t reached on
whether any should be
considered valid. A
statement from the es-
tate said two sons object
to the wills.

Sabrina Owens, an
administrator at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, will
continue to serve as per-
sonal representative of
the estate.

“She remains neu-
tral and wishes that all
parties involved make
wise choices on behalf
of their mother, her rich
legacy, the family and
the Aretha Franklin es-
tate,” the statement
said.

In a separate court
filing, son Kecalf Franklin
said Aretha Franklin
wanted him to serve as
representative of the es-
tate in the 2014 will. He
is objecting to plans to
sell a piece of land next
to his mother’s Oakland
County home for
$325,000.

Judge Jennifer
Callaghan in April ap-
proved the hiring of ex-
perts to appraise
Franklin’s assets and per-
sonal belongings, includ-
ing memorabilia, con-
cert gowns and house-
hold goods. The Internal
Revenue Service is audit-
ing many years of
Franklin’s tax returns,
according to the estate.
It filed a claim in Decem-
ber for more than $6

million in taxes.
Franklin’s star,

meanwhile, hasn’t faded
since her death. She was
awarded an honorary
Pulitzer Prize in April,
cited posthumously for

her extraordinary career.
A 1972 concert film,
“Amazing Grace,” was
released with much
praise from critics.

The estate is in-
volved in “many con-

tinuing projects … in-
cluding various televi-
sion and movie propos-
als, as well as dealing
with various creditor
claims and resulting liti-
gation,” Bennett said.

The “Queen of Soul”, Aretha Franklin.
(Photo by Greg Allen/Invision/AP, File)

This photo shows one of three handwritten wills found
in the suburban Detroit home of Aretha Franklin, months
after the death of the “Queen of Soul,” including one that
was discovered under cushions in the living room, a
lawyer said Monday, May 20, 2019. (AP Photo/Ed White)
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Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l

Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,

Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,

Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am

BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net

www.newlincolnmbc.org
Rev. Darron E. Patterson

Pastor

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

GO YE EVANGELISTIC GOSPEL MISSION
(Arena of Refuge and Liberty)

Venu: Super 8, 8128 N. Interstate 35
Austin, Texas 78753

CHURCH WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays: Sunday Celebration 9am - 12 noon

Wednesdays: Systematic Bible Study 6pm-7:30 pm
Fri: “I Believe in Miracle” Prayer Meetings 6-7:30

Join Operation PUSH Prayerline Team Every
Friday @ 6:pm

REV. SAMUEL EHIMEN, Minister in-charge
Tel: 512-506-1645

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Agape Baptist Church
In “The Centre” Bldg. F-15 7801 N. Lamar Blvd. (SE Corner of N Lamar and 183)

AGAPE is a chuch for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, receive God’s unconditional lovefor you.

For there is no greater love!

       Church Services
Sunday School       9:30 AM
Sunday Worship                         11:00 AM

Mid-Week Service Thursday: Praise,
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 454-1547 for Transporation

Website www.agapebcaustintx.com
Rev. H. Ed Calahan

Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.

Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval

Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
           5900 Cameron Road - Austin, Texas 78723-1843

(512) 451-0808  (512) 302-4575 Fax
 Web Site - www.themount.net

      WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 7:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies - Mon, 6:30 p.m. & Wed.,  12 noon
Wednesday Night Worship - 7 p.m.

      “Ministries For Mankind” Luke  4:18
  A.W.. Anthony Mays, Senior Pastor

Wednesday
Midweek Prayer Service 7:00 P.M.
Child Development Center
Ages 0-5 years      (Daily)  512-478-6709

Phone: (512) 478-1875
Fax: (512) 478-1892

Bus Ministry: (512) 478-1875

Worship Service          8:00 A.M.
Sunday School          9:00  A.M.
Discipleship Training      10:00 A.M.
Worship Service         11:00 A.M.

Sunday Services

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.

Dr. Ricky Freeman,
Pastor

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Ebenezer Baptist Church
1010 East 10th Street, Austin, TX 78702

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase

a monthly ad for your
church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church
690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor Ph: (512) 626-3660

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11

school years at O.D. Wyatt High, under the
strong guidance of the music teacher, Mrs. Jewell
Kelly.  (Truth be told, Franklin is one of, though cer-
tainly not the only, music legend to come forth
through the watchful eye of Mrs. Kelly in the public
Fort Worth Independent School District.)  He went
on to found a 17-person strong choir called The
Family, with which he released a certified platinum
debut and the award-winning Watcha Lookin’ 4.

The opportunity to work with the up-and-com-
ing group God’s Property further propelled his ca-
reer with the release of the Jimmy Lovine inspired
remix to “Stomp.” With the faith and support of his
family, he remains true to his spiritual journey while
inspiring others through his music and testimony.

In addition to the release of the new album,
Franklin will host and headline the 2nd Annual Exo-
dus Music & Arts Festival, a collaboration with Live
Nation Urban, on May 26th in Irving, Texas.  Also,
he’ll be back as host of the ninth season of BET’s re-
launch of the inspirational singing competition se-
ries, Sunday Best, which premiers on Sunday, June
30th.

Tickets for the Long Live Love Tour, at the Para-
mount Theatre in Austin, Texas on July 11 are now
on sale at https://tickets.austintheatre.org/.

(Photo courtesy of Fo Yo Soul/RCA Inspiration.)

Long Live Love Tour,
tickets are on sale now!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

KIRK FRANKLIN

(AFRO) - May 19
marked the birthday of
civil rights icon Malcolm
X. He would have been
94.

In honor of his
birthday, a new short
film, “MALCOLM” was
recently released which
imagines an interview
with the slain leader in
2019, in which he offers
his take on the civil
rights/social justice
landscape of today.

The social climate
in America has been all
to [sic] familiar when It
comes to African Ameri-
can history,” wrote Todd
Anthony, the star of the
movie who uploaded
the fi lm to YouTube.
“The voice of balance
has been void to a de-

New Short Film
Imagines Malcolm

X’s Views on
Modern Issues

By AFRO Staff

Malcolm X waiting for a press conference to begin
on March 26, 1964. (Photo/Marion S. Trikosko [Public
domain], via Wikimedia Commons )”

gree but what if
Malcolm X were here
today to restore the im-
balance? In this
film…Malcolm X comes
back on 5/19/19 (his
birthday) to discuss
some of the current so-
cial issues that plague
our country and to offer
solutions for not only
the African American
culture but America as a
whole!”

The short film was
directed by Will Catlett
(“Black Lightning” and
“Love Is”), who also co-
wrote the script with An-
thony. The production
stars Jay D. Henderson
and Demarius Mack
featureing music by the
late rapper Nipsey
Hussle.

• University of Texas Southwestern Medical
Center Geriatric Task Force (Dallas): This task force
established a multidisciplinary partnership that cre-
ated an educational program focusing on older
adults with cognitive impairment.

• Meals on Wheels Inc. of Tarrant County
(Haltom City): Meals on Wheels created an innova-
tive care coordination pilot program to successfully
navigate aging clients through the complex con-
tinuum of care without traditional health care re-
imbursements.

• Cognitive Disorders Center (Austin): The
center established the first neurology specialty de-
mentia clinic, designed to put patients’ health val-
ues first.

• Workforce Enhancement in Healthy Aging
and Independent Living (Fort Worth): This group
created a partnership of organizations in Fort Worth

that have expanded gerontological training in the
community to improve care and health outcomes
for older adults and caregivers.

• Namkee Choi, Ph.D., Centennial Chair in
Gerontology in the School of Social Work at The
University of Texas at Austin (Austin): This award
recipient is being recognized for her work and re-
search on problem-solving therapy delivered to
older adults through video conferencing.

“Every day across the state many people and or-
ganizations are quietly working to improve the lives of
older Texans. It is important that we recognize them
for their contributions and that we encourage others
to take innovative actions,” said Holly Riley, Aging Ser-
vices Coordination Manager for HHSC.

More information is available at hhs.texas.gov.
Texas residents can dial 2-1-1 to learn about pro-
grams and services for older adults.

 Innovators Recognized Statewide Continued
from page 1
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Deutschen Pfest

Pflugerville Texas
hosted its 44th annual
fest on May 17. The pfest
was family friendly and
lasted the entire week-
end.  There were carni-
val rides, food trucks,

Ending the Year Out Strong
live music, local dance
teams, and vendors.

My school had sev-
eral students who volun-
teered on both Saturday
and Sunday.  I volun-
teered to earn service
hours toward my Na-
tional Junior Honor Soci-
ety requirements.  I
worked at the children’s
area to watch and help
kids play safely.  My shift
was from 5p – 8p on
SaturdayOverall, I en-
joyed the festival.  It felt
good to ‘give back’ while
having fun! I recom-
mend that you to attend
next year’s Deutschen
Pfest.

 For most schools
the end of the school
year is marked on May
24. By the time this ar-
ticle is published, sum-
mer will have began.
This year was an abso-
lutely incredible one. My
freshman year included
new memories con-
structed of special mo-
ments from this school
year. This school year al-

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville M. S.

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

lowed me to develop an
opinion of life as a high
schooler and I loved ev-
ery moment of it. Some
of those moments con-
sisted of tears from
stress and frustration,
but most of the time, it
consisted of smiles.
Knowing that life goes
on kept me going. Each
day, I live by a quote
from my grandma which
states, “Nothing is too
hard or impossible, it is
just a challenge that you
must overcome.” I live
by this quote and use it
to get by all the difficult
times in my life. I re-
ferred back to it many
times throughout this
year, but each time I
came back stronger with
more knowledge than

before. Friends and fam-
ily guided me and
helped me to take this
year and make it my
own. I enjoyed the chal-
lenges that I was faced
with because once I
overcame them, it was a
feeling unlike any other.
I’m really excited for
next year. I will be a
sophomore on the
drum-line playing snare.
I will also be in the
marching band playing
the bass drum, so I get
experience on both in-
struments. I will be be-
ginning my first AP class
which will be difficult,
but I know it isn’t impos-
sible. I will use this sum-
mer to set aside some
goals for myself to
achieve, and I encourage

everyone else to do so as
well. No matter how
hard life gets, you will
get through it. A grade
doesn’t define you, but
the amount of work you
put towards it to get that
grade does. I look
around and see so many
hard working and inspir-
ing individuals. Seeing
this year’s senior class
graduate, encourages
me to push even harder
since I know a larger
amount of them. For
those of you graduating,
good luck and congratu-
lations. For those of you
starting high school,
middle school, or school
in general, you got this.
It’s all going to work out
fine, just believe in your-
self. I hope everyone en-
joyed this school year,
but take some time off
and enjoy the summer!

Black Billionaire Robert Smith
Pays Off Student Loan Debt of

400 Morehouse Students
by Lauren Victoria Burke

NNPA Newswire Contributor

During what will likely be seen as one of
the most memorable graduation presents for
parents and their children — a quiet African
American billionaire delivered a welcomed
surprise.

At their graduation on May 19, investor
and chemical engineer Robert Smith announced
he would pay off the student loan debt of
Morehouse’s 2019 graduating class.

Morehouse’s graduating class is 400
strong. Smith’s graduation gift is one that will
allow graduates of one of the most storied all-
male historically Black college to start their ca-
reers with no student loan debt.

Given today’s statistics regarding student
loan debt, this is no small gift. Morehouse offi-
cials estimate Smith estimates that his gift is
worth over $40 million.

“On behalf of the eight generations of my
family that have been in this country, we’re
gonna put a little fuel in your bus,” Smith said
his speech to the class of 2019, their families
and Morehouse faculty.

“My family is going to create a grant to
eliminate your student loans,” Smith added.

Smith, who is an investor and tech billion-
aire, is the founder and CEO of private equity
firm Vista Equity Partners. In 2018 he was
ranked by Forbes magazine as the 163rd
wealthiest person in the U.S.

Smith’s net worth is estimated to be over
$4.4 billion.

This year, student loan debt in America has
topped $1.5 trillion. There are currently more
than 44 million student loan borrowers in the
U.S. The average tuition at a private college or
university is currently $34,000.

Nine of ten private student loans now have
an adult co-signer, usually the student’s parent.

Investor and Chemical Engineer Robert Smith
announced he would pay off the student loan
debt of Morehouse’s 2019 graduating class.

(Photo: Video Screen capture /
washingtonpost.com)

“Black Girl
Magic”:

Black Women
Lawyers
Freed 17
Inmates

Serving Life
Sentences,

Receive
Financing
Assistance
from Kim

Kardashian
By Stacy M. Brown,

NNPA Newswire
Correspondent

“Let’s pause here
to give a little credit
where credit is due.
Freeing 17 prisoners – all
of whom were serving
life sentences without
parole – is impressive
and commendable and
the result of a campaign
– 90 Days of Freedom –
launched by
Kardashian’s attorney,
Brittany K. Barnett, a
black woman,” Anne
Branigin wrote for The
Grapevine.

The Decarceration
Collective’s MiAngel
Cody, another black fe-
male lawyer, also col-
laborated on the project.

“If we wanted to go
back even further, it’s
worth knowing the viral
Mic video on Alice Marie
Johnson that moved
Kardashian to act was
facilitated by – you
guessed it – a black
woman, Topeka Sam,”
Branigin said.

Kim Kardashian,
who has deservedly
made headlines for help-
ing to win the freedom
of as many as 17 mostly
African American pris-
oners who were life

without parole sen-
tences, reportedly has
signed a deal with
Oxygenfor a documen-
tary tentatively titled,
“Kim Kardashian: The
Justice Project.”

The project focuses
on the socialite’s recent
foray into criminal jus-
tice reform.

Hopefully, it will
also shine a light on the
African American
women lawyers, like
Anne Barnett, Topika
Sam and MiAngel Cody,
who many argue de-
serve the lion’s share of
the credit that’s gone al-
most exclusively to
Kardashian.

The Decarceration
Collective is led by Afri-
can American female at-
torneys Cody and Bella
Bahhs.

It counts as a pre-
mier collective of law-
yers, community orga-
nizers, and criminal jus-
tice policy consultants
working to dismantle a
system that privileges
prisons over people.

The organization
provides federal criminal
defense, strategic com-

munications and public
relations counsel and
they serve individual,
public and nonprofit cli-
ents throughout the
United States.

“MiAngel Cody and
I have been doing this
work for free,” Barnett
said in a statement.

“Ask any of our doz-
ens of clients who are
now free living their best
lives. Both of us left six-
figure salary jobs and
wiped out our own sav-
ings accounts to fund
our work,” she said.

“We attempted to
get grants from these
large foundations shell-
ing out millions of dol-
lars to other organiza-
tions but would not look
our way because they
so-called don’t fund “di-
rect services.’

“Our hands were
full picking locks to hu-
man cages, we didn’t
have time to participate
in glorified begging from
the nonprofit industrial
complex only to be
turned down,” she said.

Barnett explained
that Kardashian “linked
arms with us to support

us when foundations
turned us down.”

“We and our clients
and their families have a
lot of love for
[Kardashian] and are
deeply grateful for her,”
she said.

Barnett also isn’t
blaming Kardashian for
the media attention.

“Kim has always
been very clear in her
role. It’s the media that
spins it around – not
Kim. We do not care how
the media is portraying
it, that’s what the media
does,” She said.

“Who cares? We
need Kim’s support and
the support of anyone
else who wants to join
this fight. We love that
she is using her platform
to raise awareness. We
are not trying to be fa-
mous. We are trying to
get our people free. Pe-
riod,” Barnett said.

In 90 days, the Afri-
can American attorneys
freed 17 people from life
without parole sen-
tences – the second-
most severe penalty per-
mitted by law in
America.

“People set to die in prison are now free. Our clients weren’t even on
this selective list the Sentencing Commission sent out or on federal

defenders’ radars. In fact, we have copies of letters federal defenders
sent some of our clients telling them they weren’t even eligible for relief
under the First Step Act – but we got them free. Our work in 90 days is

historic. We picked some up from prison. We gave re-entry stipends.
We continue to support them upon release.” Said Anne Branigin.

(Photo: The Decarceration Collective)
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Byron
Allen

Expands
Empire

with
Purchase

of Fox
Regional
Sports

Networks
By Stacy M. Brown,

NNPA Newswire
Correspondent

(NNPA) - One year
ago, Byron Allen made a
historic purchase of The
Weather Channel for
$300 million along with
The Weather Channel’s
streaming service, Local
Now.

However, the busi-
nessman, comedian,
and executive, was just
getting started.

A week ago, it was
announced that Allen
joined the Sinclair
Broadcast Group as a
minority investor in its
purchase of 21 Fox re-
gional sports networks
from Walt Disney Com-
pany.

“With that pur-
chase [The Weather
Channel], we were able
to break the color bar-
rier as the first general
market cable network
ever owned by an Afri-
can American,” Allen

said in a recent inter-
view published in Black
Enterprise Magazine.

As a result of the
$10.6 billion acquisition
deal, Allen’s company,
Entertainment Studios,
announced that it will
buy four local stations
from Bayou City Broad-
casting for $165 million,
according to Variety.

Black Enterprise re-
ported that the acquisi-
tion gives Allen owner-
ship of CBS affiliate sta-
tion WEVV, NBC affiliate
KLAF, and Fox affiliates
WEEV and KADN.

“This is a very excit-
ing transaction for
Sinclair to be able to ac-
quire highly comple-
mentary assets,” said
Chris Ripley, president
and CEO of Sinclair, in
the statement.

“While consumer
viewing habits have
shifted, the tradition of
watching live sports and
news remains ingrained
in our culture,” Ripley
said.

To acquire the
sports networks, Sinclair
reportedly formed an
indirect subsidiary called
Diamond Sports Group
L.L.C. with Allen, who
will operate as an equity
and content partner in
Diamond.

The deal is ex-
pected to be completed
by February 2020.

The Sinclair Broad-
cast Group Inc. report-
edly outbid a collection
of other high-profile bid-
ders, including O’Shea
“Ice Cube” Jackson Sr.
who tried to buy the
RSNs through his 3-on-3

basketball league, Big3,
with the backing of
Magic Johnson, LL Cool
J, and Serena Williams.

In a statement,
Allen praised Bayou City
owner DuJuan McCoy in
announcing the new
deal.

“DuJuan McCoy is
an outstanding broad-
caster and he has done
a phenomenal job of as-
sembling a strong man-
agement team to oper-
ate these network affili-
ate stations,” Allen said.

“This is another
milestone for our com-
pany, as we have now
agreed to purchase our
very first broadcast tele-
vision stations and con-
tinue to look for other
opportunities to grow
our global media com-
pany through strategic
acquisitions,” he said.

Allen’s new pur-
chase marks an expan-
sion for Entertainment
Studios, which already
operates nine cable
channels and serves
nearly 160 million sub-
scribers.

The company has a
film production and dis-
tribution arm as well.

“I’ve always
thought of business as a
contact sport. I’m not
going to play just in the
Negro Leagues. I’m al-
ways going to play in the
global leagues,” Allen
said.

“And I want kids
who look like me to not
put themselves in a box.
I want them to see what
I do as a beacon,” he
said.

Byron Allen

Viola Davis Reveals
Diabetes Diagnosis and

Campaign to Raise
Awareness
By Stacy M. Brown

NNPA Newswire Correspondent

(NNPA) - Academy
Award winner Viola
Davis has opened up
about her prediabetes
diagnosis, sharing that
she comes from a fam-
ily with a history of type
2 diabetes.

“I’m one of 84 mil-
lion American adults liv-
ing with prediabetes
and I’m sharing my
story for the first time
in an effort to inspire
others to take action
against the type 2 dia-
betes epidemic,” Davis
said in a statement af-
ter narrating “A Touch
of Sugar,” a new docu-
mentary about type 2
diabetes epidemic in
America.

Davis received her
diagnosis despite hav-
ing experienced no
symptoms, she said.

“None whatso-
ever. I felt totally
healthy and able … I
went in for a hormone
test, and my doctor
took an A1C test,” Davis
said of the blood test
that takes the average
of your blood sugar lev-
els for the past two to
three months and is
used to diagnose type 1
and type 2 diabetes.

Diabetes is a dis-
ease that occurs when
your blood glucose
(also called blood
sugar) is too high, ac-
cording to the National
Institutes of Health.

Blood glucose is
the body’s main source
of energy. Insulin, a hor-
mone made by the pan-
creas, helps glucose get
into your cells to be
used for energy.

In type 2 diabetes,
your body doesn’t
make enough insulin or
doesn’t use insulin well.
Too much glucose then
stays in your blood, and
not enough reaches
your cells.

Over time, too
much glucose in your
blood can cause health
problems, such as heart
disease, nerve damage,
eye problems, and kid-
ney disease.

Among the most
recent reports, a study
published by MedScape

Viola Davis (Photo: violadavis.net)

revealed that 13.3 per-
cent of all African
Americans have diabe-
tes and blacks are 1.8
times as likely to have
diabetes compared to
non-Hispanic whites.

Davis, who has
won an Academy
Award, an Emmy and a
Tony, said she hopes
her new documentary
will shed light on the
stigma around the dia-
betes and also help oth-
ers be more productive
about their health.

“My sisters are
both struggling with
type 2 diabetes and my
aunt also died from
complications of the
disease,” Davis said.

“Growing up, we
just said they had ‘the
sugar’ which didn’t
sound that concerning.
But, when you look at
the facts, there’s nothing
harmless about diabetes
– it’s a chronic disease
that needs to be taken
seriously if we’re going to
get it under control,” she
said.

Davis joined forces
with the pharmaceuti-
cal company Merck to
narrate “A Touch of
Sugar,” which also de-
picts how the disease
affects all communities.

The fi lm report-
edly is part of a larger
initiative led by Merck
called “America’s Dia-
betes Challenge: Get to
Your Goals.”

“A Touch of Sugar”
debuted at the Tribeca
Film Festival in New
York last month.

“There are 30 mil-
lion Americans with
type 2 diabetes and 84
million with prediabe-
tes. There are 324 mil-
lion people in this coun-
try, so that’s half the
population right there,”
Davis said.

“I think this docu-
mentary is really won-
derful because it’s con-
fronting the stigma
around diabetes, and it’s
giving a voice to some-
thing that has been
voiceless for way too
long and that’s why the
numbers are too high,”
she said.

(AUSTIN, TX) -  Voters could enshrine a ban on
a personal income tax in the state constitution un-
der a measure approved by the Senate late Mon-
day.  Texas’ lack of an income tax is one of the ma-
jor drivers of the state’s economic success, said bill
sponsor and Prosper Senator Pat Fallon.  “Every day
more people move to Texas seeking an opportunity
to make their lives better for themselves and their
families,” he said.  “A big part of that is they know
that a larger portion of what they earn will be kept
in their pockets and not go to the government be-
cause Texas has a climate that is business-friendly,
low-tax, high-prosperity and we have reasonable
regulation.”  Many Texans, said Fallon, are under
the mistaken impression that the state constitution
explicitly prohibits a personal income tax, but it’s
more complicated than that.  At issue is the “Bul-
lock Amendment,” named for the late Lt. Governor
Bob Bullock, who pushed for the amendment in the
early 90s. It requires that any personal income tax
proposal be first approved by a majority of Texas
voters.  While that’s not likely, as Fallon cited re-
cent polling showing that more than 70 percent of
Texans oppose an income tax, there is a way it could
still become law.  Any statute can pass the Legisla-
ture with a simple majority, meaning that 51 per-
cent of lawmakers could hypothetically put the
question of creating an income tax before voters.
It takes a 2/3s majority of the Legislature to place a
constitutional amendment on the ballot, however,
so any future bills that seek to repeal this proposed
income tax ban would require a the support of a
supermajority of lawmakers in both houses.

One issue raised by those opposed to the
legislation is the unintended impact it could have
on the business franchise tax.  The resolution would
place this exact language in the constitution: “The
legislature may not impose a tax on the net incomes
of individuals, including an individual’s share of part-
nership and unincorporated association income.”  A
possible issue arises due to the use of the term “in-
dividual” in place of “natural person” as exists in
the Bullock Amendment today.  According to the
fiscal impact statement by the Legislative Budget

Board, the term could open the door to legal chal-
lenges of the franchise tax.  “The term ‘individuals’
is not defined and could be interpreted to include
entities that are currently subject to the state’s fran-
chise tax,” it reads.

There are places in state law where the defini-
tion of “person” includes a corporation or other
business interest.  Subject to a lawsuit, if a court
rules that “individual” means “person”, and affirms
that “person” applies to corporations, then it could
theoretically strike down all or part of the levy.  The
Comptroller’s biennial revenue estimate projects
that tax will bring in more than $6 billion in rev-
enue over the next two years, so a court ruling ex-
empting some, or all, businesses from the franchise
tax could introduce a significant deficit into the bud-
get.

In response, Fallon emphasized that his pro-
posal could only apply to personal income taxes.
“The legislative intent of HJR 38 is that an individual
is just like what it sounds: a single human being,”
he said.  “There’s no case law we can find where an
individual is described by anything other than a
single human being.”  More than that, he said, the
amendment couldn’t apply to the franchise tax.
“The margins tax is not an income tax, the margins
tax is a tax on gross margins,” said Fallon.  “So even
if this didn’t say ‘individual’ and said something else,
it’s still not the same thing.”

Regardless of potential court rulings, other
members worried that the amendment could be
tying the hands of future legislatures.  Brownsville
Senator Eddie Lucio said that while he personally
opposes an income tax, future lawmakers may see
a need.  “If they’re going to vote to not have a state
income tax in the future, they’re shutting down an
option for other legislatures,” he said. “I’m not for
shutting down options.”  Lucio said he preferred an
interim study on the issue, so voters know the ex-
act impact of what could effectively be an irrevers-
ible ban on a state income tax might be.  Ultimately,
the measure passed the Senate with the 2/3s ap-
proval necessary to be placed on the November
ballot.

SENATE APPROVES
CONSTITUTIONAL PROHIBITION

ON INCOME TAX
By Richard Lee | Special to the VILLAGER
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Congresswoman Ilhan Omar
Makes a Visit To Austin

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Over the weekend, Con-
gresswoman Ilhan Omar
made a visit to Central
Texas to celebrate the
Muslim festivity of Ilfar.
This city-wide celebra-
tion served as an oppor-
tunity for the City to
show its acceptance and
celebration of the Mus-
lim community living in
the Austin area. The fest
also served as a meet
and greet with various
Democratic Party
groups.

Moreover, Con-
gresswoman Omar is
one few Muslim-Ameri-
cans in Congress. How-
ever, she is the only Af-
rican Diaspora member
of Congress. In addition,
some have deemed her
controversial due to the
fact she dares to ques-
tion America's unwaver-

ing support of the State
of Israel. Consequently,
some have gone as far as
calling her anti-Semitic.
Furthermore, the Trump
administration has tar-
geted her due to her
background.

Finally, Congress-
woman Omar was part
of the 2018 Blue Wave
election. Rep. Omar rep-
resents the suburb of

Minneapolis, Minne-
sota. Her story is that of
an immigrant and refu-
gee who came to
America, in search of a
better life. In a quest for
the American Dream,
she became an activist in
her community. Conse-
quently, her politics mir-
rors her experience, in-
cluding fighting for the
working class American.

Pictured left to right are: Congresswoman
Ilhan Omar and Mr. Haithem.

Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |

VILLAGER
Columnist

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
During the past few
days, community
leaders and elected of-
ficials have joined the
protest of Senate Bill 9,
which, was authored
by Texas Republican
Senator Bryan
Hughes. SB 9 seeks to
increase penalties for
anyone who provides
false information on a
voter registration ap-
plication or votes
when they’re not eli-
gible. Moreover, this
bill is meant to intimi-
date groups who seek
to increase the voter
turnout, while some
Republicans assert
that SB 9 attempts to
provide integrity in
the ballot box.

As a result,  of the
poorly written bill,
numerous groups like;
The Travis County
Democratic Party Pre-
cinct Chairs; Diaspora
Vote, League of

Women Voters, and
others united at the
Texas Capitol to ex-
press their concerns
regarding this bill and
sought to testify
against it. According
to a staffer for a Texas
House Representative,
"over 200 people and
groups had displayed
their concern regard-
ing this bill.

Moreover, the
massive turnout of or-
ganizations has ener-
gized some Texas Leg-
islators to fight against
SB 9. According to
Texas House Repre-

sented John Bucy, "SB
9 is not on the calen-
dar anytime soon and
cannot be passed in
the House before the
May 21, 2019 deadline.
That being said, we
need to watch for com-
ponents of it being
added to other bills in
the final days of the
session. I want to
thank everyone who
called, emailed, testi-
fied, and made their
voices heard about the
negative impacts this
legislation would've
had on voting and the
democratic process."

Arthur Simon (Travis County Precinct Chair)
at the Capitol lobbying against SB 9.

Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Texans
Outraged

Over
Senate
Bill 9

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon |

VILLAGER
Columnist

SIGMA Seeks to be a "Safety
Net" for the Community

Over the years, the United States has witnessed a drastic increase among
its African Diaspora population. However, the State of Texas seen growth twice
as fast. Consequently, in 2018, the Texas African immigrant population sur-
passed other states, such as; California, New York, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and
Florida. According to the US Census, there was over 250,000 African Diaspora
living in the state of Texas, concerned leaders realize that there's a need for a
safety net.

Furthermore, a result of this drastic growth of the African Diaspora and
of the lack of safety net, the Social Initiatives Group & Mutual Aid- Interna-
tional was formed. According to the SIGMA president, "the mission is to assist
the growing African Diaspora community in all aspects of life." In other words,
should one their members pass away or have a baby they will mobilize funds
to support that member.

According to SIGMA's founder, there are 400 members from various Afri-
can countries including; Cote D Ivoire, Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC), and Kenya. Although they are based in Houston, Texas, they plan
to expand throughout the entire State of Texas.

Pictured left to right are: Vincent, Mrs Sypouo and Mr Sypouo with
SIGMA. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | VILLAGER Columnist

The Austin African-American Book Festival
holds its 13th event on Saturday June 22, 9:30 am-
5:00 pm at the George Washington Carver Library
and Museum.

SAVE THE
DATE :

Open Mic Night @ The DAC is back!
Bring your voice, poetry, beats, moves, jokes, ribbon danc-

ing and skating poodles! Show off what you are made of, or sit
back and enjoy the entertainment as fellow Austinites take the
stage. Coffee bar included.

Sign up for performances will begin at 6:45pm, show begins
at 7pm and run until there are no more participants. Location:
Dougherty Arts Center, 1110 Barton Springs Road, Austin, TX
78704

Acts that promote or glorify hatred, violence, racial, sexual,
or religious intolerance, or contain obscene material are prohib-
ited. For more information or questions regarding appropriate ma-
terial, please email DACInfo@austintexas.gov
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Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

 Utility Metering Solutions, LLC is soliciting Minority- and
Women-Owned Business Enterprises participation for the
following City of Austin project. Solicitation documents
are available at One Texas Center, 505 Barton Springs
Road, 10th Floor, Suite 1045C – Congress Room.
Solicitation Name: Meter Installation Services Solicitation
Number: RFP 2200 MDD3001
Location of Pre-bid Conference (if any): April 30, 2019
Response Due Date: June 13th, 2019 2pm (Updated)
The Project Includes the following Scopes of Services:
Installation services for water meters.
Day Laborers (inventory control, installation support
including door tag distribution).
Contact our office by Monday June 3, 2019 for detailed
information on the scopes of services Sara Bardwell via
Email: sara.bardwell@umswater.com

New Jobs for the
Week of 05/17/2019

Coordinator, Student Money
Management Office (Grant)

South Austin Campus
Job# 1905040

Coordinator, Texas Success
Initiative

Highland Business Center
Job# 1905009

Assistant, Student
Accessibility Services

Eastview Campus
Job# 1905039

Specialist, Area of Study
Advising (Student Affairs)

Hays Campus
Job# 1905036

Enrollment Advisor
Highland Business Center

Job# 1905030
Technician, Senior IT

(Computer Lab Support)
Eastview Campus
Job# 1905031
Grounds Keeper

Riverside Campus
Job# 1905023
Faculty, Librarian
Eastview Campus
Job# 1905034

“The Pflugerville
Independent School

District
will open Proposals for:

Vehicles
On Monday, June 3, 2019

@ 2:00 p.m.
All proposals may be
submitted (by mail or

hand carry)
to:

       Pflugerville ISD
       1401 West Pecan
       Pflugerville, TX 7866

       Attn: Janie Ornelas

The 44th Western Area Conference
 “Anchored in Friendship, Service

& Community Impact”
Austin, Texas, June 4 – 9, 2019

(AUSTIN, TX) –
More than 1,000 mem-
bers of The Western
Area of The Links, Incor-
porated will converge on
The Live Music Capitol of
the World from June 4-
9, 2019 for the 44th

Western Area Confer-
ence. Attendance for
this remarkable gather-
ing is record-setting,
presenting an opportu-
nity for empowerment
and inspiration for mem-
bers as well as Central
Texas communities. “An-
chored in Friendship,
Service and Community
Impact” is the theme,
with laser focus. As is
traditional in the West-
ern Area, a conference
highlight is the opportu-
nity to demonstrate a
commitment to service
in the host city. Mem-
bers, this year, will sup-
port the organization’s
Central Texas chapters in
ongoing efforts to raise
awareness about the is-
sue of human trafficking.
Other key events include
honoring extraordinary
national and community
leaders; and two Public
Forums, “The State of
Black Women’s Health,”
and “The State of STEM/
STEAM in Black America.

“We are honored
to have this opportunity
to demonstrate our
commitment to friend-
ship and service. We’re
excited about using this
time together to
strengthen our bonds of
sisterhood and also
broaden our awareness,
effectiveness, and im-
pact in the communities
we serve,” said Roxann
Thomas Chargois, West-
ern Area Director.

Western Area
members will hold a
march and rally at
Austin’s City Hall on
Wednesday, June 5,
from 8:30-11:30 a.m.
The morning of engage-
ment will include hear-
ing from anti-human
trafficking specialists
about vulnerable popu-
lations like ‘age-out’ fos-
ter children, safety nets
and how communities
are responding.

The 44th Western
Area Conference formal

opening will feature
saxophone icon Gerald
Albright, whose 2018 CD
entitled 30 represents
three decades since his
debut Just Between Us.

The performance
by the talented and ver-
satile Albright follows a
Texas Tailgate reception
and formal ceremony on
Wednesday, June 5, be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. The
headliner for the culmi-
nating formal banquet is
saxophonist Kim Waters,
whose smooth stylings
combine “the best of
jazz, R&B, funk and
soul.” Waters, whose lat-
est CD release is What I
Like, will perform on Sat-
urday, June 8, at 7:30
p.m.

While Western
Area conferences typi-
cally include a public
policy forum, the Austin
gathering is extraordi-
nary in its effort to high-
light two critical areas of
concern: “The State of
Black Women’s Health”
and “The State of STEM/
STEAM in Black Commu-
nities.” The sessions will
be conducted simulta-
neously on Saturday,
June 8, from 8:30-10
a.m.

On Saturday, June
8, at 12:30-2-30 p.m.
during the Civic Lun-
cheon, the Western Area
will honor community
and national advocates
for their work in key ser-
vice areas. The Western
Area Director’s Award
will be presented to
Academy Award Win-
ner Ruth E. Carter, re-
nowned film and televi-
sion costume designer,
for Black Panther.
Carter ’s talent is in-
formed by research and
dedication to her craft,
as evidenced in other
notable films – from
Spike Lee’s Malcolm X to
Ava Duvernay’s, Selma.”

“The Area
Director’s Award is be-
stowed upon an indi-
vidual who has demon-
strated broad and sus-
taining impact on Afri-
can Americans and
other persons of African
ancestry in the 10-state
area we serve. Ruth
Carter has touched the

lives of those we serve
and uplifted the self-es-
teem of young and old
with her positive repre-
sentation of our legacy
and culture on the
screen. She continues to
nourish our soul as we
experience our hidden
history through film and
costume design,” said
Chargois.

The Philanthropic
Award will be presented
to Yolanda Conyers of
computer manufactur-
ing firm Lenovo; artist,
poet and motivational
speaker Brian Joseph of
Austin will be honored in
the Arts; Tommie Lee
Wyatt, who formed The
Villager Youth Brigade
for youth, will be the
National Trends and Ser-
vices recipient; William
Buster, Executive Vice
President for Commu-
nity Investments at St.
David’s Foundation, will
receive the Health and
Human Services award;
Rosalind Oliphant
Jones, entrepreneur,
educator and founding
director of Austin’s Afri-
can-American Book Fes-
tival, will receive the
award in the area of Ser-
vices to Youth; and
Tommy Calvert, Bexar
County Commissioner
and General Manager of
KROV Radio Station, San
Antonio, will be recog-
nized in International
Trends & Services.

Throughout the
conference, members
will be able to take ad-
vantage of a unique
online virtual health pa-
vilion to track and record
personal medical mile-
stones and preventive
steps taken to address
the five areas in which
the African American
community experiences
the largest medical dis-
parities.

Conference spon-
sors are Lenovo, HEB,
AARP, The Denver Foun-
dation, The Satterberg
Foundation; AARP Texas,
AT&T; San Marcos
Toyota, Kendra Scott,
BranwarWine, Visit Aus-
tin, Altatudes, University
Federal Credit Union,
and Miller Imaging &
Digital Solutions.

FILE - Youth Brigade 2013 Christmas Celebration (Left to Right) Front Row:
De’Ja Hill, Genesis Stiggers, JarianGalloway, Camari Stiggers, Erika
Lipscomb, Latrice Lipscomb, Aubri Allen-Brent, Sarah Robertson and
Jasmyn Patterson. Back Row: Damon Luckett Jr., Editor and Publisher,
T.L.Wyatt,Wesley Dickerson, Brice Dudley Jr., and Youth Brigade
Coordinator Arlene Youngblood.Photo by Angela Wyatt

(DEFENDER) - A
man was left clinging to
life in the latest apparent
instance of Texas sketchy
jail system failing a Black
inmate. Chester “CJ”
Jackson Jr.‘s family said
they suspected “foul
play” was involved in the
suspicious circum-
stances surrounding the
30-year-old’s condition.

After reportedly
being arrested in front of
his Somerville house on
April 19, he was taken to
the Burleson County Jail,
where he somehow
ended up in a coma at an
Austin-area hospital.
Jackson’s mother was
notified of his release on
April 20 but was not al-
lowed to see him when
she got to the jail. It was
not until days later that
she was told that he was
at the hospital, accord-
ing to local news outlet
KBTX-TV.

“There’s no court
orders, there’s no type
of records of him even

being in custody,”
Shardae Parker said at a
press conference on
Monday.

Last month, a
spokeswoman for the
sheriff’s office told KBTX
that a deputy “provided
a courtesy transporta-
tion to a MHMR [Mental
Health and Mental Re-
tardation] facility in Aus-
tin” for Jackson on the
day he was supposedly
set to be released. The
family, which said they
noticed puncture marks
on his body that seem to
be from a taser, claimed
Jackson was in good
health at the time of his
arrest. Authorities have
not provided any expla-
nation of how Jackson
could have ended up in
critical condition.

“They said they
were going to release
him,” Jackson’s mother
said. “Monday came and
I found out that he was
in St. Davis in ICU in criti-
cal condition, and he still
his. I wanna know what
happened to my child.”

According to
Jackson’s family’s attor-
neys, Burleson County
Sheriff Thomas
Norsworthy told them
the jail had video of the
father of three walking
out of the jail in good

condition. Norsworthy
even promised them
that he would turn over
the video. But as of Tues-
day afternoon, the fam-
ily had yet to see the
purported footage.

“All these facts
point to foul play, by
each person involved
with the custody and
care of CJ. It is evident by
the withholding of infor-
mation to his family”
said attorney U.A. Lewis.

Black Lives Matter
activists were also
present at the press con-
ference and demanded
more “transparency.”

“All we are here to
do is demand justice and
transparency,” activist
and Black Lives Matter
Houston founder Ashton
Woodssaid. “There’s no
way an attorney should
not have access right
away to the information
unless they are hiding
something.”

Although Jackson
was still alive, his case
evoked the disturbing
trend of mysterious jail
deaths in the state.
Sandra Bland was found
dead under suspicious of
circumstances in a Texas
jail in 2015 and a Black
man was found dead in
the same cell earlier this
year.

Texas Jail inmate ends up
in suspicious coma

By Defender News Service

 Chester “CJ” Jackson Jr.
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Rihanna’s Legend Grows with Historic
Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton Partnership

By Stacy M. Brown
| NNPA Newswire
| Correspondent RIHANNA

(NNPA) - She’s set
to launch a fashion label
with French luxury
goods group Moët
Hennessy Louis Vuitton
(LVMH), making her the
first woman and first
woman of color to lead
a house under the
LVMH brand.

Rihanna has
proven herself as more
than just “Black Girl
Magic,” she epitomizes
it.

At just 31-years old
and already an icon,
Rihanna is the youngest
solo artist to score at
least 14 No. 1 singles on
the Billboard Hot 100
Charts – accomplishing
that feat faster than
anyone in history.

With well over 60
million albums and 210
million tracks sold
worldwide, Rihanna
counts as one of the
best-selling digital art-
ists of all time.

She’s earned 8
Grammy Awards and
14 Billboard Music
Awards and she is the
first female solo artist to
sell out 10 concerts at
London’s famed O2

Arena.
In 2018, she

launched the ultra-
popular Fenty Beauty,
which by the end of the
year had reached well
over $400 million in
sales.

And, her Savage X
Fenty lingerie line has
also scored millions in
sales with orders break-

ing the internet.
Now, the artist,

whose full name is
Robin Rihanna Fenty,
has made history again.

She’s set to launch
a fashion label with
French luxury goods
group Moët Hennessy

Louis Vuitton (LVMH),
making her the first
woman and first
woman of color to lead
a house under the
LVMH brand.

Rihanna also be-
comes the first woman
to create an original

brand for the group and
the name of the line is
called Fenty.

“I’ve been given a
unique opportunity to
develop a fashion house
in the luxury sector,
with no artistic limits,”
Rihanna said in a state-

ment this week.
“I couldn’t imagine

a better partner both
creatively and business-
wise, and I’m ready for
the world to see what
we have built together,”
she said.

Rihanna, whose
world tours have capti-
vated fans in more than
100 countries, was the
first ever to receive an
Icon award at the
American Music
Awards and her most
recent hit, “Work,” hit
No. 1 on iTunes in 91
countries less than two
days after its release.

“Work” also be-
came Rihanna’s 27th
Top 10 hit on the Bill-
board Music Charts, ty-
ing her with Elton John
and Mariah Carey for

the fifth-most top 10s in
the chart’s history.

Born in the Barba-
dos parish of Saint
Michael, Rihanna has
earned acclaim as one
of the foremost interna-
tional superstars of her
generation – and any
other generation.

She’s also a bona
fide business icon and
her cultural influence
stands unsurpassed.

“Everybody knows
Rihanna as a wonderful
singer,” LVMH Chairman
and CEO Bernard
Arnault said in a state-
ment.

“But, through our
partnership at Fenty
Beauty, I discovered a
true entrepreneur, real
CEO and a terrific
leader,” Arnault said.

Moët
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